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Sarem, Fuly 4th, 1806,
Dzar Siz,

In behalf of the Republicans of Salem, we return yoy
our fincere acknowirdgements for the elegant and very apfro-
priate Oration acivered by you this day en the fubjelt of A-
merican Independence—and we requeft you to have the good-
asfs to furnifh a copy for publication,

7o zre, with {entiments of efleem,

Y sur obiiged, and obediert {ervants,

"ACOB CROWNINSHIELD,

HENRY ELKINS,
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hrnxy Atexancze S. Drarreorn, E'q.
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Saren, Fuly 4th, 1806,

CexTreEuey, |
Feeling happy, if the Oration which I had the
hsnour of delivering to the Republicans of Salem on the anni-
verfary day that gave birth to cur Independence, met with
their approbation—agreeably to your polite requrft, I w:l-
lingly commit it to your care for publication.
With {entiments of efteem,
I tender the felutation of friendfhip,

BENRY ALEX’z §. DEARBORY,
}f f"

Jacos Crowrinsurery, ’]
”l\xY ELx:xns,

Conmittee
sames Dervier sux, ‘
_}mi':iunm viy o, > "y
damuerl Leg, ’

{
Jorx Hatnoxne, jun. ‘
B Lnowmxsuxxxb,
Yosern Wik, jun, J




ORATION.

Frienps axp Ferrow-CiTizENs,

‘; b 'HILE the Eaftern Continent is cone

vulfed by the horrors of war, and defpotic ambi-
tion unfurls the banners of defolation, the Citizens
of the United States are enjoying the bleflings of
Peace, under the benign and cheering influence
cf an Igdependent Re pubhc. Thole jult and
magnanimocs princip}cs, which urged an inyured
and infulted peopiz to an heroic vindication of
their natural and political rights, have puferwd
us from that univerfal wreck of Empires, to which
the nations of Europe are inevitably configned.

If we traver in reirofpect through a long fuccel-
{1 n of ages, unul we land on the remoteft con-
fines ot hiftory, we (hall be enveloped in a gothic
and impervious darknefs, rendered more ternfical-
ly {ublime by a few tranfient fcintillations of Lib-
crty, that at periods have {flathed conviétion on
the benighted minds of the wretched multitude,
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and condu&ted them in triumph to pour out their
oblations on the {a<red altars of their goddefs,

But unprote&ed from the malevolent attacics
of defpotifm ; uncoafcious of the mackinations tuat
unwarrantabls and vaplting ambition meditated for
toeir deftruftion, thofe halcycn days of fecur -ty
and peace were foon amalgamated with the cheer-

icls night of tyranny and woe. Barbaric ignorance

and monkiih fuperflition, yoged with the fyco-
phanuc intrigues of ariftocratical idolators, prof-
trated the facred temple of Liberty, and founded
on Its ruins the iron throne of oppreﬁlon

The Gentus of Freedom, banithed from thean-
cient Republics of Greece and Rome, wandered
a negle@ed exile round the globe, palied 1n the
mantle of commileration for the revolting {fuffer-
ings cf enflaved and degraded man, until hailed
by the hardy fons of Co!umbla, as a protellrefs
and guardian angel of their natural and indefeafi-
ble 1ights.” On thefe fhores, on the Fourth of July,
feventzen hundred and feventy fix, did fhe unfurl
that {tandard, under which ber bold champions,
on the plains of Marathon and Corioli, purchaﬁ:d
by their Godlike valour, the lacrel wreaths of im.
mortahty What {cene more traqfccndaml} nobis
could have been pifured to human imagination,
than to bzhold a great and generous people, ftrug-
ghnom the caufe of let‘l[y, mar(halled 1n hofi-
ile oppofition to the uturpations of tyranny—
fpurning the vile, perverted and garbled preten-
fions of kings—burfting from the (hackles of de!-
poiiim, a0d ¢ leclaning themielves a Free, Sovereign
and Independent Nation.  The complicated ath
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of political inquifition, which imperious and fan-
winary Britain had infliGed on thefe United

tates, added to the hoflile invafion of a2 mercena-
fy foldiery, enkindied fuch an expanfive flame of
atrioti{m, that the whole ccuntry, from the thores
ot New-Brunfwick to the frontiers of Georgia, re-
verberated, Liberty or death ! America fhall be
~independent, or a howling wildernefs fhal! again
wave its umbrageous foitage over thefe <'tured
plains! Animated by the juitnefs of their caufe,
and frowning indignant upoa the groundlels pre-
tenfions of Britain to aflume unlimited domina-
tion, thé loud clarion of battle fHunded the fignal
of revolt. The bannered eagle ftreamed to the
paffing gale, as they caft over their martial fthoul-
ders the panoply of defiance, and grafped the
falchion of flaughter. A glorious caufe nerved their
arms. Roufed by thole ftimalating fentiments
of heroifra whick accompanied the Spartan pha-
lanx of Leonidas to the ever memorable ftraits of
Thermopy'z, to {tand as a defenfive rampart be-
tween the rightsand hberties of their country, and
the invading arm.es ot Perfia, they confecrated
their aims i thz fervice of the Union, and bade
defiance o ke confpiracies of defpotilm.  Not-
withftanding they had to contend againft the {u-
perior force of regular troops, who had long been
trained to murder, nured to hardfhip in the tented
field, and difciplined to deeds of arms in war’s ftern
{choul, yet did not our gallant champions fhrink
back, or ttride unwilling t& the embatiied plain.—
Boid and adventurous as the immortal Hannidai,
they traveried the unexplored and favage wilder-
nefz of the North, Noat even the compirated
horrors of na=ednefs aad hunger; joined 1o tae 1a-
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clemency of a Canadian winter, were fufficient to
abate the fervid glow of patriotifm. Zealous and
indefatigable to a degreé urparallelled in the an-
nals of warfare, the moﬁ formidabie obftacles pre-
{ented but a feeble barrier to our enterprifing, re-
folute and determined foldiery. They fought not
as the degraded vaffals of feudalifm, fcourgcd and
driven into the ranks by the relentlefs cruelty of
regal ambition ; butthe crying injuries of a bleed-
Ing country were the powerfal propellants that urg-
ed them to battle. Thev vindicated the incontro-
vertible rights of man, and battled in the univerfa}
caufe of ;uftice and independance.

The principles of-a Republic had long been
exiled from the eaftern fhores of the Atlantic—
All the mercilefs engines of anftocracy weré leagued
in oppofition to the philanthropic ftruggles of af-
piting gentus, whilft the infatiable fcythc of per-
fecution iwung 1ts keen fet edge through the rich
and luxunant {cions of germinating freedom.—
Mankind had for fuch a length of time groveiled
in ignorance, and borne tke incumbent yoke of
bondage, that the impeccability of Princes be-
came ronFCCIate by antzquxt), their crimes were
emaculated by the myftic rites of political necro-
mancy, whilft the mania of royalty operated asan
infallible panacea for every diforder of govern-
ment, But the monarchical and papal veti of de-
Jufion was rent in twain by © the irrefiftable gen-
1us of univerfal emancipation.”  The corufcations
of regenerated feience diffipated the dark and por-
tentous clouds that enveloped the hallowed tem-
ples of truth, ftreaked the American welkin 1n
the bright and vivifying rays of 1ecpublicanifmn, and
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condu@ted us in triumph to the enjoyment of
peace and the glorious eftablifhment of an inde-
pendent republic, founded sn the broad bafis of a
jult and equa! reprefentaiion of the people, ard
the immutabie rights of man. The citizens of
the United States here exhibited to the aftonithed
worid the omnipotency of Liberiy—that although
‘ individuals may pesith, trath 1s etuipal. The
“ rude blafts of tyranny may blow frons every quai-
“ter, but freedom is a hardy plant, that wiil{ur-
¢ vive the tempef®, and firike an everlafting root
““in the moft unfav_urable {oil.” The xliuﬁnous
warriors, who achieved this grand and important
fevolution, and emblazoned their mulitary elcut-
cbp sna by the moft valorcus alts of hero: fm, muft
r be heild in grateful remembrance by every
fr.end ta’ bis country.  Their names will be
hung up in the {ame tables of immortality and
fame. as tizofe who fell in the battles of Placeaand
Salamis, or poured cut their lives undcr the ram-
parts of Warlaw. = Succeeding generations will
eternize their fpleqd d achievements ia ali the en-
ergy of enrapturing pathos, mantle them in the
moit brilliant trappings of eloquence; and in their
pratle the bards of future timies wiil harmonioufly
firike their tunefuol lyres.  Let the aged fire, hoary
in the fervice of his country, affemble at nwghtfall
his youthful offspring, and tell them the flory of
the revolutionary war ;—Let him relate to them
the barbaric crueltics mnfliCted on their fuffering
country, while contending with the rapacious min-
ions of Britain ;—Let him tell them of the wanton
conflagrarions of Chiaileitown and Elopus—ot their
wretched inhabitants, ftripped of their wealth and
beggared of that foil, which long their hands bad
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tilled—de re 1 2nd defencelefs age, tottering on

hi%ant c: st hes—ditracted mothers, fuerround:d
by infant n2 innocence—their maiernal wreafts
chilled w.tt dreadful horror and anzuifh keen cp-
prefled—al caft vagrants on the wor'd’s wide ftage,
buffeted by the angry ftorms of inexorable war,
with nought but the broad {pread curtains of hea-
ven as a protecting canopy, while the gloomy fi-
lence of midnight gleamed with the afpiring flames
of their devoted dwellings ;—Let him tell them
the fangu'nary tales of the Indian maffacres; the
revolting and hideous calamities borne by our in-
jured citrzens, while famithing andd manacled 1n
the peftifercus holds of prifon fhips—And when
he percaves their young hearts palpitating with
mmgnantxage, and the tear of fenfibility trickle
down their cheeks, glowing with the etherial flame
of patriotifm, et him exclaim, Such were the fac-
rific.s, by which we triumphed over our enemies.
—Let bim enumerate the proud confizilation of
heroes who ftruggled 1n that memorable war ;—
Let him plant in the'r tender minds ¢hofe invigor-
ating principles, which bared their mait1al arms—
T ven thall they learn duly to apprccutc the rights
and privileges of freemen.

Fellow-Citizens, when we look -pack to the
times of Seventy-fix, and contraft the deplorabic
fituation of our country at that eventful epoch,
w:ith its prefent grandeur and profperity, < rolling
““onin the full tide of fuccelsful expernment,” the
pleafing refletion muft expand every patriotic foul,
and give a latitude to the 1magination, boundiefs
as the ocean of etermity,  The mild features of our
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Conflitatior, ftripped of thofe feuda! and maraf-
tic rerainzs, which are the peceiiar charafterist-
ics of rapai governmer s, hold ot the moft p..w-
cricl inducements foi saudsble ambitior. The
dluitrious flateimen, who drafted this inviluable
charter of our political rights, learned from the
mi¢.ancholy experience of patt ages, and familasi-
zed with thole momentous caufes, which kave giv-
en rife to the eftablithment, progrefs and fipal dif-
lo'ution. of empires, feduloufly endeavoured. to
guird sgainit the Scvla of nationai deftru@ion.
and avnud the Charybdis of ignorance.. They had
mou-n:d over the ruins of fallza nations; who from
their 1scal firuation and £.cal advantages, might
have ftood the thock of ages, and. bade defiance
to predatory ufurpation, had they trufted lefs to
the magnanimity of a warrior, guarded wiih an
cagle’s eye the gigantic frides of felfith ambition,
and founded their impzrial glory on the imperifh-
abilz bafis of {cience, rather than the impofing gran-
denr of foreign conqueft, and the delufive {plendor
of vi€torjous arm'es, returning in triumph, clad
with the {piils of war. The pomp of battle and
the aliurements of p.under, . have ever been em-
ployed as the ftepfiones of defnotifm. There is a
prodigality of confidence, ard an irrefrageable at-
tachment, pervading the emu'ative breaft of every
foldier for a gallant and fuccefs{ul commander,
which imperceptibly. hurries him into an uncon-
{cious acquiefcence in the moft daring adts of un-
warrantable ufurpatjon.

Such is the peculiar chara&er of man, that un-
le(s his mind is ftrengthened by education and ma-
tured by precept and experience, he is bound an
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eafy vi % 1 the chains of fervitude, and wilig-
Iy "nmolates his rights at the unhaliowed (e of
revalty. Confcious of the ruinou. effects p: oduced
by fuck vain fantafes, the gidded pazeantry of tities
and hereditary qualifications were by the wife ar-
chitefls of our government made t3 bow {ubfervi-
¢nt before the omnipntency of iterfing talents and
intrinfic worth.  National virtue, and an uaiverfal
diffemination of knowledge, were dezmed as the
grand bmwark of our Liberiies—the Chinefian wall
of protection sgrinft the hoftiie i:tuptions of the
T 1izrs of innovation, and the mercilefs domineer-
ing oariizans of fatticn. Encourzged by our na-
tionai policy, the regenerated fpm; of cnqmnng
genits, 23s thrown open the mafly porta's of {ci-
ence, and <xpnofed to the effulzent bearys of day
the enzulphed Herculaneum of Literatars, which
w1s lonz ento.bed by the lava of periecution, pil-
ed incumbent dai 'ing the dark ages of fuperfliticus
bubarity. Schogls “of learning and feminaries of
~{cience are nationally encovraged and rapiudly 1n-
creafing throughout evesy quartter of the union.
Where onc> flamed the favage altars of maflacre,
academic inftitutions announce the rapid pro-
ng& of civiiiz:tioa, and prociaim a fimultanec 2
exzifion to the walling peftilence of bigot-
ry and hoary error. On thofe grounds. which
were lorg profaned by the {acrilegicus 1dols of 1n-
fidelity, now ftand tue menfions of our God.—
Hawr)j country ! Where a rich and fuxunant foil,
e nbracing ali the vaft vaniety of chaues, from the
frartiul mwus to the more ruzged reginns of the
arctic- urde, & favorably interi. Cled with exteufive
Tivers, Las given a ﬂlnu«ous to agruul{LrL, and
Lulds furth the moft fluttering proipeéts of ample
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seward to the commendable exertions of honeft
induftry.  Here no arrogant and domineering
lord, ftrips from the enterprizing hufbandman the
meritorious fruits of unremitted labour. He is
difenthralled from the palfying impofition of op-
preflive taxes, and the cruel mandates of titled
grandevr, by a power more omnipotent than the
magjical touch of the Lictor’s vindi&ta, or an e-
mancipating enrolment upon the Cenfor’s baoks.
It 1s the independent fpirit of our Conltitution,
which equalifes every American Citizen, and pla-
ces himabove the indignant frowns of arbitrary
power. On the fertile banks of thole majeftic wa-
ters, where the wild and untutored aborigines do-
fed in their [moaky wigwams, now rife in the maie(-
ty of the Doric order, harmonioufly aflociated with
the coloflial firength of the Tufcan, numerous and
thickly populated cities, {uperbly embellithed in all
the {plendour of ancient architecture—where the
rough hewn timbers of {avage convenience yield to
the ttatdy Corinthian column, around whote tow-
cring coronal the {culpgured acanthus 1s gracetully
entvined. Thofe itreains, which for ages frcightcd
nouzht but the fiender batteau of warring Indian
are now {wollea by numerous gallies, deeply mdcn
with the rich tores of aomulturc aad toreign mer-
chandize, winlit along our lengthened fea coaft,
happily indecanted with commodious harbours, rice
the tnumphant fleets of commerce. The enterpri-
fing {pirit of the adventurous American has taught
thie attonifhed nations of Alyafky’s trozen ﬂmre, to
read, bannered on our national flag, the rifing
oreatnefs and profpgr:ty of this infant re; public.—
‘{VL have trade with the equatorial chmc< and
our [hips are freighted trom Lapland, fouthward

L 4
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~ to the pole—from. Furope’s realms, to Afia’s
- wealthy fhore. Ehe feas round every land
groan thh the burthen, and are whitened with:
the canvals, of Amencan commerce. Wonder-
fu! ‘peuple! Biefled by the moft bounte-
ous Conations of Providcncc _{ecure from thofe te-
venacful turmoils, that are dclugmg whole king-
dozs in biood ; reclining in fecurity and peace,.
wader an admlmﬂratlon, aGuated by the ditinter-

efted motives of patriotifm ;  whofe fole ambition
is their country’s greatnefs, and thc fecurity and
happinefs of 1ts citizens, and whofe only ml}x IS
its perpetuity— Y ou bave far outftripped the ftatif-

tica! calculations of the moft enthuﬁaﬁnc admirers.
of your unequalled fyﬁcm of government.

Other nations will take example from the Unit-.
ed States, and build up republics on the proftrated:
ruins of ariftocracy. Then thall < Knowledge and
< Liberty, the two defcending angels of enhighten-
““ed man,” commence ar ewrnal reign. ‘¢ The
«¢ {ymbols of war fhall be made a burnt facrifice to
« reafon, and the olive branch of peace proclaim the
“ triumph oi humanity.”




