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ORATIO N.

If fhould be the employment of this day,
citizens, to acknowledge the bleflings which mark
our country as under the peculiar favour of the
deity. But the powers of ancient and modern e¢lo-
quence, are incompetent to the full difplay of thefe
bleflings. I will, therefore, claim your candour,
while I briefly {peak of their origin, and glance at
the moft eflectual means for their prefervation,

‘The connection between America, and its un-
natural parent, had neither reafon nor policy for
its bafis, OQur anceftors were not only the difcard.
cd children of their country, but they were expa-
triated with thc load of evils which are always the
companicns of intollerance and perfecution. They
were reduced to thc hard alternative of abjuring,
cither their country or their religion. But tranf-
ported beyond the fears of man, or the frowns of
adverle fate, they preferred the dangers of the tem-
pcitueus ocean, and the comity of barbarous fav-
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ages, to a facrifice of the rights of confcience.
Hcre, under the aufpices of approving heaven,
they ended their dangerous and melancholy voyage,
and" here, in the virgin foil of civil and religious

freedom, they planted the fecds of a mighty em.
pire.

Thus, by abfurd and wicked policy, driven from
their native country into a tracklefs wildernefs, ard
the jaws of a barbarous cnemy, nature demanded
of them, no returns of gratitude or aftedlion ; for
of all the mifchiefs which the iron hand of tyranny
can fabricate, that which obftructs a free and pious
intercourie between a man and his Ged, is the moft
to be cxecrated.

Many ycars had elapfed, after the arrival of our
pious fore-fathers, before the government of Eng-
land extended cither afliftance or protection to their
infant fettlements. Immediate and prefling wants
werc 1o {ome meafure {upplied by individuals or
private companics of adventurers ; but thefe were
{timulated either by a thirft of frecdom, or a thirft
of gain. Had the exertions of the original found-
ers of New England, depended upon the munifi-
cence of the crown, for fuccefs, America had fill
prefented us with fcenes of favage nature, un-
polithed by the hand of art or induftry.

Natural juflice and policy, were cqually averfe
to the continuence of this connedtion, longer than
mere neceflity dictated. Planted in a new world,

by an enterprize as daring as the obje@ of it was

\
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great and important, our renowned fathers had
purchafed unlimited freedom, by the fairelt and
moft facred title. Had thetr condition been fuch,
as to have rendered a diffolution of this unnatural
umon either prudent or {fufe, there is no principle
in nature or reafon, that would not have juflilicd
the deed. The fubject of a defpotic prince, finds
himfelf born a {lave. He clcapes from the length-
ened chain of miferies which this difgraceful fitua-
tion creates; and {fecks for happinefs in a country
unexplored, and unpofieflicd. He there becomesa
monarch ; and poflefles the right, if not the pow.
er, to trample upon the infolent invaders of his

repole,

When Great Britain perceived the rifing import-
ance of her colonies, inftcad of viewing them with
an eye of contempt, as fhe did in the firft fteps of
their infancy, fhe then beheld the profpeé: of a
profitable commerce. Ever rcady to feize upon
occafions of this kind, fhe anticipated the advanta-
ges of uniting herfelf to the'e children, whom fhe
had unnaturally expelled from her family, and a-
bandoned to the miferies of poverty ana wretched.
ncfs, It is true fhe invited them to render her the
profits of their induflry 3 but when did fhe invite
them to receive her parental blefiing ?—If fhe at
any time fent them fuccour, they retprned her an
an hundred fold. When fhe rcquefted aid. in
{uch a manner as freemen fhould always be treated,
it was granted without a murmer. They fought
her battles, and filled her coffers by the fruits of

their labour.
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Thus ftoad the connection, when Englind, by 2
wicked and defafterous policy, attempted to mane
acle her loyal fons !-—The ftamp.aét was the firft
foul edict, which ftained the reccrds of her parhia-
ruent., But 1its almoft inftantancous death, was
the triumph of juftice, and the diigrace of its mer-
cenary projetors. This was fucceeded by demands
compounded of the pure cflences of Lyranny and
oppreflion ; for a couatry which fubmits to the
doctrines of ¢ paflive obedience & non-refiftance,’”
or, unreprelented, ¢ to be bound 1n all cales what-
fuever,” 15 1n a ftate of unqualified lavery.

We now bechold Amecerica prcpai*ing for {cenes,
in which mankind will continuc to be intercfted
till time fhall be no more. Struggling from her 1n.
fancy againit a {tubborn foil, inclement tkies, and
enecmies, {favage and civilized, the now prefents her-
felt to the world 1n the tull pride aud vigour ot
youth. She faw that the authority of Great Brit.
ain over her, mult {ooner or later have an end ;
and that 1t her fniend{hip continued, it could only
be the fource of enmity with other nations. Therr
principles, znd habits of life and manners, were
difterent ; an 1untercourfe with their governmeat,
tedious and almoft impracticable. She faw the
fruits of her induflry, proftituted to the fupport of
ufelefs placemen and a debauched miniftry. Necef-
fitated to fue for that juflice, which ought to have
been adminiftered ¢ promptly and without delay,”
at the diftance of three thoufand miles, her nomis
nal privileges, became an  intollerable burden.
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Nothing but the defpotiim of the eaft, can inure
mankind to the evils of 3 goverment adminiftered
in a foreign clime. The weight of the mifchief fs
in propertion te the diltance to which 1t 15 tran{-
ported ; and from a government thus foreign, we
could expect to feel. nothing but the preflure of its
miferies, and 1its vices.

Equally defirous of living in amity with our
king, and abhorrent at the dreadtul neceflitv of de.
fending ourfclves againft the unwarrantable en-
croachments of his authority, America {tood ereét
at the alarm-gun of her infulted freedom. Too
patient under the unmcrited lathes of his power,
the called heaven and earth to witnefs the humble
sortttude, with which fhe pleaded tfor her buth
right. When fhe was anfwered only by infulis
and reproaches, fhe knecled again, and a2gain, at
the feet of her inexorable fovereign [ —Till, by the
madnels ana corruption of his dcipcratc minitters-—

by the wanton violation ot our moit facred privi«
leges—by the milchiefs of Randing armies 1n time
ot peace—by the maflacre of our pcacetul citizens
10 the capital—by the devaftations of his mercenary
{foldiers—by the {laughters of his remor{elefs favage
allies—by the flames of our conflagrated towns,
afcending in loud anq zwful complaiats to heaven
—by our duty to pofterity --our love of life and
liberty—and by the bload of our friends and
fathers, flain in the fields of battle—we were com-
pelled to break the chains of an ignominious de.
peadence !
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This day, citizens, completes twenty years fin¢c
the reprefentatives of the people, appealing to the
fovereign judge of heaven and earth, for the recti-
tude of their intentions, decreed the birth of
empire ! For this great and magnanimous act,
generations yet unborn, ¢ f{hall rife up and call
them blefled.” The names of Hancock, Franklin,
the elder and younger Adams, with an honoured
band of their compatriots, are here tranfmitted to
pofterity as immortal. It 1s a2 noble tabrick, found.-
ed upon the rock of reafon, hberty and juftice ;
1its fuperftructure, 13 a compound of gratitude and
heroifim ; its ornaments, are the fplendid pillars
ot republican virtue.—-Its afpe@ difplays, the high-
eft touches of the {fublune, and the exalted majefty

f the people.

On that day, our climate was purified from the
polluted breath of tyramny ;—ocur country, was
then confecrated, as the favourite abode of liberty.
Deftitute of the weapons neceffary for felf defence,
their want was {upplied by that enthufiaim, which
the love of freedom infipires, 1t was this which
wafpired your hardy brothers in the ficld, to endure
the pains of hunger, cold and nakednefs. It was
this which fupported them, ’till their footlteps in
the paths of glorious danger, were marked by their
precious blood j—and it was rhis, which compelled
the veteran foldiers, of «the ¢ld hemifphere, to lay
down their arms to the hufbandmen of the new !—
The faithful pen of hiftory records, that under
God, and the magnanimous Wathington, we hume.
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bled the pride, and chaltifed the infolcnce of
haughty Britain !~—that we confounded her coun.
ccls~——captivated her armies—wrefted the fceptre
from the tyrant, and {at down under the banners of
victory and independence !

But the lift of worthics who have been flain in
defence of their country’s rights—where are they !
—where are the induftiious, and pesceful citizens
of Lexington, the firft martyrs of American liberty
—where is the illuftrious band of heroes, who,
¢ amidft the clangor of arms and garments rolled
in blood,”” were led on to dcath and glory, by the
iatrepid Warren, upon the crimfoned heights of
Charleftown ! —~Where was your ¢ hidden ven-
geance and chofen thunder” when the hallowed
limbs of Montgomery, were ftretched upon the
walls of Quebec, and his heroic blood flowed upon
their flinty fides !—But why do we repine at their
untimely fate ? Their immortal {pirits, {von wing-
¢d their way to the manfions of the blefled—they
are now feated among the ftars—and with depart.
ed heroes of ancient and modern time, form a new
conftellation in the vaulted arch of hecaven, and
thence, with divine extacy, furvey the joys of thes
aulpicious day,

We had acquired independence, but the molt
arduous tafk remained unfinithed. Haviag tri-
umphed in war, it remained for us to triumph 1n
peace. The ftates were confederated by a fhattered

and fickly frame, approashing by flow degrees te
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certain  difflution. The enlightened Americans
perceive the neceflity of an efficient and vigorous
union, Again are aflembled her liberal {us and
hoary patriots. The gentus of America prefiues in
the couniels of the tederai convention. Com-
merce, agriculture, fcience and the arts of induftry
are here reprefented. The various poiitical and
local intcreft of united Amenca are here developed
with wifdom and candour; and a CoHnflitution,
with public happinefs tor its end, and therights of
man for its bafts, comes forth to the embraces of
the people.

From the eftablithment of this facred barrier of
liberty and law, our country has prolpered beyond
the calculation of her moft ardent friends. If there
be amy of the temporal gifts of heaven, which
jhould engrefs the admiration and aftetions of
man, 1t 15 this conftitution. Compare 1t with thofe
cf other countries.—An Englithman boafls of his
conftitution—and his liberty : But the former is
invilible—~and the latter, lefs than the ¢ bafq{cfs
fabrick of a vifion.””* His great charter was writ.

- = Ny il T T —p—"

* Should 1t be thought, that this 1s [peaking too freely of
he Lberty of an Englifiman, the jfoliowing anecdote may
perhaps juflify the exprzfion.

It 15 Jaid @ gentlemun who formerly refided in, and was
well kuown at Boflon, went to England, and became a fa-
vourtte among the princes and noblemenof the realm. By this
g0od company, he was very foon tntroduced to the gaming
table, He was herer ‘markably fortunate; and with - the

winnsngs of one night, purchafed an efiate tn the country,
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ten in the languape of the dead, and projetted in
the age of benighted ignorance. ‘Ihat and the
colleftion ot acts and precedents, which he exult.-
ingly cails his birth iight, may be abrogated for the
convenience ¢t a corrupt minifler, or an ideot king
—But the conftitution of America, {prung from
the hearts, and intclhigence of the people ; and by
them only can one ‘¢ jot or tittle” be added or di-
minpithed.——-1o 1ts wile and faithful adminiftra.
tion are we indebted, for that mmmenfe increafe
of wealth and profperity, unequalled 1n the hiftory
of nations. Before the period of its eftabhifhment,
our government wanted all rhe finews of an ener-
getic body ;3 but an admirmug world, now turn
their eyes upon us, as the dutingwifhed tavorites of
heaven.

Our flation on the globe, affords us fecurity
againft foreign invahon ;—our country is extenfive,
and by its variety ot productions, futlicient for the
purpofes, not only of complete defence, but for all
the conveniences of life, Part of our {foil is un-
commonly prolifick, and much of that which was

3

Lo whicn was attacked the privilzce of elelling a member of
parliament —1e was accordirigly elecied by his own tenants,
and thus became one of tne leoviduters of the nation.—-To
this anecdote, fo diforaceful to the conflitutional right of an
finglefh fubjeet, 1t may be addel, that the towns of Man-
chefler and Burminglium, two of the moft flourtfhing manu-
Jalluring towns in the kingdom, either of which contains
more enhabitants than the liree/t city of the Untted States,
have ng right even to vote for & member of parliament.
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not {o, 13 reduced to cultivation, by the hand ot
paticnt induftry ;——thc vigorous 'and manly coun-
tenance of the citizen, declares thé excellence ot
our climate ;—wc are yct uncorrupted by the de-
baling luxuries of Europe ;—the divifion of our
property, is as equal, as the condition of a wealthy
nation will admit ;—our citizens, athletick, and
¢« brown with meridian toil,’’ are in the habits of
republican virtue j——the facred rights of the people,
are 1o clearly defined, that ¢ he who runs may
read’’ them ;—our government is adminiftered, by
mcn, proved o the day ¢“ that tried men’s {fouls ;'
—wc have peace with Lurope; and we have
huried the batchet with our favage neighbours ;—
onr brethren are returning from their dungeons in
Algiers, to the cmbraces of their friends and fami-
Yics ;——our induitrious mechanicks, are treafuring
up riches for the rcpofe of age ;—our yeomenry,
never faw their prefent profperity equalled ;-—agrie
culture, with her horn of plenty, walks majeftically
in our fields ;——while the American firipes are wave
1ng in the remotelt regions of the globe.

Citizens ! is this a jult, or is it a delufive picture
ot your country ? Is there one ungrateful Ameri.
can who wiil fay the colouring is too high /—What
then thould be our gratitude to the bountiful giver
of thefe bleflings 7—And how infatuated muft be
thofe, who would rifque their lofs, by retarding the
operations of the government ?-—Strange as it may
feem, our country’s profperity has its enemies =

and ftranger fl, that fome of thefe, are cherifhed
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in the very bofom of the repablic '—Iu the lin.
guage of a free republican, let us probe this defat-
terous wound ;—Ilet us ule the ¢ inafion knite

and the cauftick,”” and thereby attempt an cilcclu.
al and racdical cure.

[ts onigin, was cither in an unquenchable thirft
for popularity, or a deep-rooted prejudice agamft
the federal government.—The devotces of the firft,
are generally men, without flability of character,
and totally unworthy of the publick confidence.
Aping the {entiments of Luropean demagogucs,
our mock. patriots adopt t:z abfurd, and dangerous

idea, that to ferve the people, they mult be eternally
contendisg with their government.—This, 1n coun.
tries of defpotic {way, may indicate true patriotifm :
but in ours, where the conftitution 1s {anétioned
by the voluntary confent of the pcople, 1t wears
the genuine features of fedition amd treafon. The
people colleftively, cannot judge for themfclves, fo
accurately as an intelligeat legiflature, {elccted pare
ticularly for that purpofe. Hence the advantages
of a reprefentative republick, over the infuriate de.
mocracies of Greece and Rome. A man witi
nothing but popularity for his helm, will f{teer the
people wherever they blindly direét, evea to the
aby{s of certain deftruction. It is therefore an im.
portant duty of every good citizen to trace out
and expole the hypncrify of thele men. Moft of
them, are at heart the worlt of tyramts ; and this
very fin, ¢ which {0 eafily befets them,” originates

in a luft of power. ©
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It 1s a mortifying and difgraceful truth that we
allo have men, who cherith an implacable enmity
to Wafhington and the Conftitution. Thanks to
New England, but tew of thefe are numbered among
her enlightened and patriotic fons. Whence is it,
that the fublime virtues of the one, or the {uperla-
tive excellence of the other, are torgotten or defs
pifed -~ But who are thele mea, that ftain the
bright annals ot their country— who hate its peace
—who hold nothing facred but anarchy ?~—You
may fee the moft of themin the Dominion of the
fouth, ftruting from their domains, with a declara-~
tion of the equal rights of man, in their hands :
and the image of their maker, bound in the accorfed
chains of {lavery, at their feet!!! Thefe are the
men, who umpioully kneel at the fhrine of liberty,
the more effeCtually to profane her holy rites.—
For inftead of the delicious draught, which her
golden cup fhould contain, we may expet to meet
a deadly poifon, when the libation is prefented by
a facriligious hand '*

Ochers (but thank God a few only) are ftationed
-at the publick prefles, and converting that, which
fhould be the life of liberty, into a vehicle of
fedition. Here, we may expe@ to meet with few

® Thefec obfervartions are applicable only to thofe members
of Congrefs, who have untformly led, and [ometimas drove
the sppofition to the [federal government. "We are well af-
Sured that the great body of trzens in Virginia, are Juda
Slanieal federalifls.
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impreflions, but {uch as are made by impidus fali.
Hood, or the Black froth of democracy. In thefe
%e -tncootiter 3 moft dangerous enemy ; for the
people liave béen accuflomed to give credit to a
pewlpaper 3 but they koow little of the arts of a
defigoing printer. . A prefs truly impartial, and
ably .condued, is indeed the very fHul of a free
government : but what man whole heart was ever
warmbdd by a genuine love ot his country, can be-
nold with indifference, their {candalous proftitutions.
By fothe of them we find the belt men, and the beft
government vilified, virtie infalted, and the people
infamoully’ debauched ! But they are like all oth.
er preat privileges ; if we rightly improve them,
they fecure to Uy the enjoyment of rica blefliogs ;
but_if we abule and proftitute them, they plunge
U$ into ruin and difgrace.

. The two great duties of 2 good citizen are to
Kaow his privileges, and the mcans of preferving
them. He may acquire the firlk by oblfervations
upda the condition of mand, and an accurate knowl-
cdgge of the ftate of his country. But would you
léatn the beR means of pationzl fecurity, behold
thete, an interefling and an honourable fpecimen {*
—=1s there an pbje@ in natdre more grateful to the
€ye, or ammating to thé heart, than the youth of
our country, arrdyed in the clegance of their uni-

. ® Addreffed to the officers and foldiers of Capt. Wreks*
artillery company, who were prefent, and performed the
milttary honours of the day.
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iorm, and the fplendour of their 3rms ?-~Honous
them, yc fathers ; for by their toils, may
your dearelt right, be defended. Cherifh them ye
fair ; itis for you that a foldier’s heart anlpmes
him to deeds of valour. Citizens ! would you
cxcel in the accomplithments of a foldier or a fatef.
man—WASHING FON, the friend of the peopic,
and the idol of the world, is your illuftrious pattern.
Let his examples in the cabinet and the ficld, ani-
mate you to the duties of a civil and miltary life.
And theuld the unhappy fate of America, bereatter
call for the teft of your bravery, hike him may you
trample upon the enemies of your coustry, and
triucph in the hearts of a grateful people.

The military eflablithments of the government,
call for the aid of every good citizen. By thele
alone can we expet to be defended againft a foreign
enemy. But other means muft be purfued for the
prefervation of that immenfe fund of publick prof-
perity, which diltinguifhes our happy country.
The takk is not only eafy but delightful. 1t con-
fits in teaching our children the rudiments and
principles of truc republicanifm ; in our habits and
examples of obedience to the laws-—and in diffem.
inating knowledge among the people. While for
want of thefe, unhappy France has beea rent with
fa&ions—curfed by the treachery of her pretcanded
friends, and flabbed to the vitals, by the peign.
ards of terror; we have been enjoying the
felicities of an excellent government, in the retroats
of peace. May fhe foon find a period to her un-
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paralled toils ; and repofe, ‘in theé bofom of an
eflicient and free conftitutioa ,-—-—bui may God
protect us, from the cxccfs of her errors.

In the courfe of human events, the citizens of
Amecrica are called upon to make one of the great.
¢it experimsnts that can occupy the minds or
afte:tions of man. They are now to decide wheth.
cr 1t be poflible for a free government to exift upon
the face ot the carth. For independeat of a par-
trality which every man feels for his country, 1t muft
be admitted, that the degree of information, and
the good habits of the people, will give the experi-
ment the faireft opportvoity of fuccefls. 1he in-
trinfick excellence of the conftitution, has been fully
demonftrated in its operation. lf, theretore, it thould
ae ioft, either by the follies or the vices of the people,
we {hall be reduced to the melancholy con¢lufion,that
there-i1s not virtue enough in man, to guard the
pofleflion of his own liberty. In this difgracefuf
condition, we may expect foon to be viltited by the
peltilence of kings, or the {courges of Robefperre.
Buat let us remember, that the opprefled of ail na.
tions, are viewing our conduct with anxious folici-
teude; and that our triumphs of reafon, will
firengthen their exertions in the glonous caufe of

freedom.

Difcord is our fatal foc—its birth, was in the
regions of deadly mifchief—it was expelled the ca.
binet of Belzebub, and

“ Hell grew lLighter as the monfler fled.”
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Miy we never become its devoted vidtims,  May
the {pirit of gepuine freedown codtious to fpread,
tdl all tyranny and defpotifra, thall be confimed Uy
its noble fires. And mdy the pillirs ‘of liberty,
znd the conflitution, be as permanent 23 thofe of
eveation itlelf,

Res



