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On Thurfday the gth of July, the follow- -
ing hett ADDRESS was prefented
" to the Rev. Pr. ROBERT DAVIDSON,

& A S a Committee appointed by 2 num«
A ber of the principal Inhabitants
of Carlifle and its vicinity, we wait on
you, Sir, :o figuify their and our high fa-
tisfallion on hearing your patriotic and
animated Oration delivered yetterday.

‘We coafider that the publication will
be of general utility, by imprefling the
minds of the public with many important
truths effential to their political welfare ;

and therefore requeft a copy for that pur-
pofe.

‘We are, Rev. Sir,
Your affe®@ionate friends
Amd fervants,

JOHN MONTGOMERY
SAM. POSTLETHWAIT
JAMES POLLOCK.
JOHN AGNEW
ROBERT

SAM. A, MEroaey
ALEX. M’KEEHAN.

Cuhﬂe, 5th July, 1787.
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HE Do&or, inreply, thanked the
®.  Gentlemen for their politenefs and
the flattering terms in which they wete
plealed to fpeak of bis performance,' anfat-
fured them that he received great pleafure
in having contributed to render the fourth
of July agreeable to his friends. He confi-
dered himfeif very highly rewarded for
any pains- he had taken; and wifhed his
addrefs, which was the work of a few
.damys', were more fit for the public eye.—
As, however, his fellow - citizens, in
whofe judgment he could cnnfide, withed
it to be publithed, in hopes of i‘s being
ufeful ; and as he was confident it con-~
tained no fentiments but what were true
and juft, and no encomiums but fuch as
were fully mcrited ;70T DEING ever will-
‘ing to throw it his mite to ferve the
saufe of liberty and his country j-=e-he
therefore confented to furnith the printers
with a copy.

ORATION
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ORATION, &

His hearers being feated under a very
agreeable bower,----confifting of a bril-
liant circle of patriotic ladies, and a
number of gentlemen-—no finall part of
whom had fignalized themfelves during
the late war as Generals, Colonels, Ma-
jors, &c. and the Officers of the Light

\ Infantry Company, and of the Troop

 of Light Horfe, with a number of the

| gentlemen who compofe thofe compa-
pies being zlfo prefent---<He arofe, and
thus sddrefied themeee

Ladies and Gentlemen,

E are happy in fecing each other

onet smusc, in this plecafant re-
treat, on the firft day of a new year.eeeee

You all underftand me to mean the
twelfth of our INDEPENDENCE.

On the memorable fourth of July, in
the year feventeen huandred and feventy-
fix, did the Honorable Congrefs, compofed
of delegates from thirteen common-
wealths, make the folemn Declaration,--«
that, in dependence on Heaven alone,
they would thenceforth bear the mame,
and maintain the rights, of fovereign,
free, and independent States.

And
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And perhaps no people that ever ex-
ifted, in ancient or.modern times, hgpe
had mor® reafon than we have, to re-
member with graumde the day that gave
us birth as a nation, and the great eveats
which led us on to an independent fate.

As then we have devoted this day, as
in former years, to exprefions of joy;
and as the obfervance of this as the firft
day of every American year, tnay, by
the blefling of God, be one happy mean
of cherithing a fpirit of !lberty, together
with a fpirit of gratitude and piety; yon
will pleafe to favour me with your atten-
tion, a few minutes, while I endeavour
to call to our remembrance fome of the
. great thinzs which God hath done for us;
and al(o briefly point out the maaner in
which it is our duty to improve the blef-
fings of Heaven, in order to our tability,
happinefs, aud glory, as a nation.

I promife to mention nothing bu? what
I coufider as highly interesing ; and beg
for no longer ume, tban what 18 necefla-
Ty, fo do juftice in a fmall degree, to fo
unportant a fubject.

I hal!, however, in the firt plice,
take the litcoty of addrefhing a faw fen-
tences, to thole gertlemen who have
been, or at prefecat are, in.the military
line.

The mariial appearauce which fiikes
the eye on this occafion, #& L ghly pleaf-
ing. The found too of the crum and the
trumpet, which we have heard, has its
ufe, as 1t calls to our tcmcmbrance the
days of our warfare happily ended.

Your pre(eut condud, gentlemen, and

the recolleéiion of former fervices, give
, u
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us fuMcient réafon to hope, that you will
on every occafion fhow yourfelves the
firm fupporters of that freedom, for
which you have fo nobly contended, and
to purchafec which fo nmany thoufands of
our brethrer. have fallen a facrifice. '

There are prefent, thofe who have
been, more than once, in the moft trving
fituations, who hive beheld the ftorm,
hoth when it was colle&iug, at a diftance,
amd when it had afumed its moft awful
forms ; and who kave marched through
fhowers of the winged inftrumeuts of
death, to obtain viflory.—-You fought,---
not te make yourielves rich and indepen-
dent by enflaving others ;-—but, to make
milliors free, and to enjoy the bleflings
of freecdom in common with thofe, for
whom you rifqued life and all that was
dear ¢0 you. Your condu& hac fully

evinced, that you were a8uaied by the
moft worthy motives, -- an ardent zeal

for liberty, and love to mankind.

There are alfo many prefeut, who have
never yvet had an opportunity of difplay-
ing their valour in the field, but who are
heartily zealous in their country’s caufe,
and, :f called to alion, would ftand forth
as an undaunted band of brothers, to op-
pofe every enemy of our peace =ad {ree-
dom.

To you, gentlemen, who have the lo-
mour to command the compznies, we
have this day feen, and to all others who
a&t a fimilar part, great praife is due, for
fo much attention to difcipline, and that
noble and magtial appearance which you
all make. '

Young .
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Young foldiers! many of youv perhaps
are yet but learning the mulitary terms
and movements; and fome may be ready
to imagine, that becaufe the great conteft
is over, thefe exercifes may be little more
than parade. Believe it, however, the
day may come, when you may be called
to ferious a&ion.--=--So much uncertainty
is there in all human affairs! Some of
you may even rife, by fuperior merit, to
the higheft offices ; and much may depend
on your virtue, prowefe, and patriotic
fpirit.---Prepare, then, in time, for fcenes
like thefe.---Many thining examples have
been fet before you.----=Be it your amnbi-
tion to copy them.

Having marked with an anxious mind
the progrefs of the late war, from its rife
to its happy conclufion; and withing on
this day to call into view, not only thofe
events whica once alarmed all our fears,
but alfo, and mure efpecially, -thofe

which gave us inexpn&ble joy, and pre-
pared the wiy for fn’ honourable peace;

---1 fcarcely know where to begin, dr
what fa&s more efpecially to notice, where
all are fo important, and fo interefting.

What has once made a deep impreilioa
on the mind i3 not foon fourgotien :----
And O! how various and cugaging are
the ohjeQs and the fcenes that now pre-
fent themfelves before nie!

I fec orators, warmed with tic love
of their country, nﬁng up before their
anxious fellow. cmzens, to enlightea
zhcm with juft notions of liberq, and

{e them to vigorous exertions. I hear
reur .mmatcd freeches, while the liten~

Loooand db.xb.ucd multitudes hang upon
their
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their lips, and at the clofe of @ach addrefs,
exclain,--¢¢ He hath fpoken well ; Britain
defigns to opprefs us; fhe is preparicg
chains for us, her ditant and fufpe@led,
bur moft dutiful fous; we cannot fubmit;
we will be free.”

How the flame fpreads from north to
fouth, and from the ocean te the wef-
tern waters! MNen are chufen in every
place, in whom the people can confide;
men emianent for their ahilities, and of
known integrity and public (pirit. They
aflemble ;---they deiiberate ;---they confi-
der in their proper light the oppreflive
als of a Britith lzgillature; aud they re~
folve to prepare for battle, rather than
be degraded from the rank of freemen.

But like dutiful children, they firft pre-
fent their loyal addrefles and joint petiti-
ens to the throne ; hoping that the voice
of reafon and juftice will yet be heard,
and earneftly befeeching the Monarch of
the Britith ifles, to view us in the fame
favourable light with his other faithful

fubje&s. But prayers, and the moft fin-
cere profeflions of loyalty, avail not. The
blinded rulers of a nation, confident in
arms, and affured of viftory, will not al-
low the truth to reach the royal ezr, Lot
advife the ena@ing of laws and profecuii-
on of meafures, which foon lead to open
war, and €ternal feparation.

O the anxiety that now takes pofie[-
fion of the minds of my couuntrymen!---
What zeal! what unanimity ! what defire
to learn the art of war! ner for its owa
fake, but that they may be iu a condition
to meet their hoftile brethren in the field,
What ardeat cries to Heaven for affitance!

Days
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Days of humiliation and prayer are ap-
pointed. Addrefles, even from the pulpit,
infpirc the people with the highefl coufi-
dence in the jufiice of their caufe,--e---
Frugal modes of living are adopted, "and
induflry moft earneftly recommended.
Even the daughters of America, ac-
tuated by the fame fpiric, and fpeaking
the fame language, as their beloved Luf-
bands and brothers, refolve to fhare their
fate, whatever that may be;----they en-

courage them to go forth to baitle ;----«
undertake the management of their farms
and other bufinefs, in their abfence j----

raife large fums of mcney among them-
- felve and prepare garments for fuffering
foldiers ;---and deny themfelves inany
things, the produce of foreign climes,
which cuftom had taught them to confi-
der as part of the neceflaries of life.ceeem
Such was the condu@ of the patriotic
daughters of America! and let their
names be mentioned with honour, and

their praifes defcend, with the fircam of
thine, to lateft ages.

See the fons of farmers, many of them
not yet arrived at the years or ftature of
men, bidding adieu to their fields, their
friends, & all the pleafures of a rural life;
the fcholar throwing afide kis books, from
which he was extralting the eflence of
wifdom ; the merchant abandening a gain«
ful traflic ; and even the preacher, leav-
ing his pulpit, with his bible in one hand,
and his fword in the other j~--all mareh-
ing fcrth to oppoefe the fue, and maintain
their deareft rights!

'With what alacrity were the counfels
of our Congrefs and committees foliow-

eds
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el! \With what wifdom were thofe covu-
fols giveni Thkey had the force of laws;
and it was next to treafon, not to do what
thoie fathers of America advifed. VVhat
zeal, what harimony, in the moft arduous
undertakingl Every friend of his country
embraced another of the fame fpirit,
wherever he faw him, and from what-
ever part of the land he came ;--firangers
to national or party diftin€tions! Many
weére the illuftrious c¢om-patriots who
fiood forth in that trying day, to employ
their feveral talents for their country’s
good. To tell their names,---to fpecify
their merits,----to defcribe their toils,
their fufferings, and their gallant deeds,--
wouid be to compofe a hiftory, inftead of
delivering a fhort oration. Wlhile fome
remain in the fenate-houfe, to devile
plans of union and the beft meanr of de-
fence ;---to compofe addrefles ar . deliver
fpeeches, in"which the nolleft fentiments
are clothed in the fublimeft di&ton ;---and
to frame-laws and cosnfiitutions, founded
on the fure balis of natural right-<-clo!
others, raifed to command by the woice
of their countrymen, march forth at
the head of troops, haftily coileited from
different ftates, and ftrangers as ver »
military duties and the perils war,---:0
oppofe generais, whofe fame was zreat
ampong the nations, zud aiinies, porfedt
in difcipline, and accuftomed to fceunes
of danger.

As toe giant of old difdained the rudly
youth, =who came sgaieft him, In the
same of the I.ord, with a flone znl a
fling; and faid to hin, ¢ Come to e,
and 1 will give ti:y Scth unto the fownis

B
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of the zir, and unta the beafts of the
field;” fo did Britith chiefs, confiaing in
their troops, often tried and not feldom
vi@orious, contemn the youthful and in=-
experienced bands that firft oppofed them,

How mortifying, then, muft have been
their difappointment!

Let old commanders, trufting to puine
bers and experience, boaft of their fan-
cied fupericrity, and promife to theif
royal mafter, thae the timid fons of the
weftern world fhall foon be humbled in
the duft by Britith arms; and that, with
'a few thoufand men, they could march
from one end of the continent to the
other, and bring thofe, whom they were
pleafed “to ftile rebels, to6 unccnditional
fubmiflion, by the terror of their name;
little did they know, what great things a
whoie nation, properly enlighteued, de-
termined to be free, and confiding in the
atm of omnipotence, could foon accom-
viith, _ , ,

But who thall lead forth ovur armies as
chief in command, and animate them to
deeds of glory by his own example ?-----
Where ts the man to be found, whofe
valo.v has been proved, and whofe fpirit
thall remain unbroken, amid#ft the fevere
trials of humzn virtue and human pati—'
ence? Say, ye freemen, ye patiiots, ye
fages of America,--is there a man among”
you, in whom you can all confide, whom
all fhall deligirt to honour, and under
whom your armies fhall encamp, or
march, or fight, without a sAurmer, whe-
ther expofed to the ardent blaze of a
friamer’s fun, or to the fnows and chil-
liny Llafts o1 a winter’s ky?

Yes,
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Yes, there is one, (the millions of
America reply,) there is one, in whom
we can all confide, raifed vp by provi-
dence to be a chief infirument, in effeét-
itig a moft important revolution,---whofe
b:ow the unfadiug laurel fhall adorn.

The grand council of America, as if
moved by fome hcavenly impulfe, una-
nimoufly appoint to the command of
their armies the only man, I will not fay,
in America, but in the world, to whom
it was beft that commaid thould be given.

And when he weut forth to run his
giorious race, thefe eves beheld him fur-
rounded by admiring thoufands, who, as
with one voice, called down the bleflings
of Heaven upon his head, and anticipated,
in joyful hope, the vitories that were to
follow.

To dwell, my fellow-citizens, en the
praifes of this great and good man, on
this day, would be a proper and pleafing
exercife : notas if to court the favour of
the great by the langvage of adulation;
but that we might fcel as we ought our
ebligations to Providence, for raifing vp,
and preferving fo leng for his country’s
good, fo great a delivercr,

Think not, yebrave Generals and others
who under the Commarncder in Chief nolly
aled your feveral partz, ard wilout
“whofe exertions even a V/ASHIN "TON
‘eould not have conquered,----- tiaink not,
1 pray, that it is for waut cf grattude,
your names are not mentiotied at thistime,
together with thit of Auwmerica’s moft
highly favoured fun. Vvere I to attempt
to give the names of all thofe, whom the

pea of the faithful hiitorian fhall hand
' down
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down with honour to pofterity, meither
my time nor abilities would be equal to
the tafk. And to mention fome, while .
many others of equal merit were paffed
over in filence, would be an a& of injuf-
tice.

After many fignal battles had Leen
fought, on this great theatre, extending
from Quebec to Florida and from th®
ocean to the wildernefs, (mmany of whofe
favage tribes were alfo let loofe upon us);
after a generous and brave nation, with
a moft amiable monarch at their head,
L.OUIS the benevolent, had taken us by
the hand, and aided us with their fleets
and armies; after the malicious attempts
of a few internal foes and traitors were
difappointed, and every ftate had felt lefs
or more the ravages of war; and after
Britain had tried her ftrength on every
quarter, and fome of her beft generals
with their entire armies had fallen into
our bands ;----then was the important ra
hafiened on, when peace thould once more
blefs our land; and our independence be
acknowledged by the pewers of Europe.

It hath pleafed the great Difpofer of
events, that the conteft thould end, in an
entire feparation of theie ftates from what -
was called the parent nation. The meauns
and events by which this was accomplith-

ed, were fo many and wounderful, thae all
 were coaftrained to cry out, ‘ §urely that
Heaven, whofe aid we have implored, is
on our fide!” To HIM, then, who hath
done great things for us, let ug, on this
day, and every day, offer a tribute of fin- .
cere praife.  And while we are cheerful
and kappy, rememberng the. Giver of all
gnood, let us be devout and thiak{ul,

-
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I have hut a few words more to Yay;
aad as you have been fo very indulgeas,. I
cannot but hope you will hear me: patient-
ly-a few, minutes longer.’

- My fellow-citizens,

Let us notleave the great work, which
we have hegun, unfinithed. Much ‘in-
deed has been done;---but we may be af-
fured, much yet remains for us to do,
before we can be, ip all refpeits, that
flourithing, great, and happy. natien,
, whlch we with and hope to be.

+ Exertions are neceflary to be made, in
‘order that the debt of*the nation may be
honourably difcharged, and thofe who
fought our battles rewarded, as juﬁicc
demands.

A fpirit of piety and genuine chnﬂnam—

ty thould be more generally diffufed
among all ranks of men,. (for which end,
feminaries of learning thould be generouf-
ly encouraged,) and the greateft and beft
of beings adored and loved, as he re-
quires, for the many civil and religious
privileges that we enjoy.

R:ghteoufnefs and piety exalt a na-
uon. |
A fpirit of induftry, frugahty, -and
temperance, more generally prevailing,
would be an inexkauftible mine of wealth
to the inhabitants of this land.

A fpirit of union; confidence, and bro-
therly love, ought alfo to be cherithed by
every true patriot, ‘

Our chara@er and confequence, as a
people, depénd en the firm union of thefe
States, now ealted United.

If you would allow me a bold compa-

nfon, I would fay, that thefe American
Statel'
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States thould refemble the Solar Syﬁem,
where every obedment 'lauet Roves om in
its proper path,-—aever fecking to fly
from, nor ever approachisg .nearer .to,
the great attrallive cestral orb, than the:
wife author of nature.inteaded. :

The bonds of our union, in che opinion
of many, muft be drawn much clofer;
and the machine in a great meafure wound
up anew, in order that it may perform
its operations with new vigour.

And now 1s the important moment
come, for this great wark ;---now, when
the moft enlightened patriots from every
ftlate are convened in our metropolis, *tv
Sdcliberate on thefe weighty matters.

IHluftrious affembly! may the wifdom
of ‘Heaven direé you, May your pray-
ers, and the prayers of the hillions
whom you reprefent, be addreffed to the
Father of lights, for his dire&ion and
blefling at this moft important crifis !--~-~
He, who led your armies to vifory, by
his valour, now prefides over you, to af-
Lift your counfels, by his wifdom. Avoid
extremes.---Purfuc a middle courie.---Let
not the bond of our ynion be, a rope of
fand; & Oh! let it alfo bear as little re-
ferublancc as poflible to the heavy chain
of defpotifm.---- Let that liberty, which
alone is worth contending for, and which
lies equally remote frem licentiou{nefs
and tyranny, be ever kept fteadily in
view. Let every ftate be wife and juft.
And let none imagine, that any thing
lefs than deftru@®ion muft be the confe-
quence, of want of faith, piety, and
union.

May
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May God blefs thefe States, and make
us long a wife, flousithing, and happy .
people! And may he grant; that this
year, on which we have now entered,
may be one of the moft memorable in

the annals of Ameiica!
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