AT U E T .
11.:.‘:.":'..-? l..;:"'ir. i"‘: = -
LT e S
SE e o
L.:,,?rﬂrr‘“ ‘., - - i |-" . -
AUV IS SH T 4_
" .:*-' --"' i ‘ r*"n .
vige, = L
" . B
= * ] ! 11,

- ~ Ve |

Vi . '.‘Q'N _
" -“ T ! *I [ ] 4 ' i

13 ) ] -

) ‘ .

[ . - = 'y i

'. L . It‘ oy
L] . ' ‘

. PRONOUNCED FULY 4, 1804,

- LY

'A" THE REQUEST OF THE SELECTMEN NP THE TOWN 0¥

BOSTON,

IN COMMEMORATION
- 'OF THE

Anniversary of American Independences

" Br DR THOMAS DANFORTH.

-_— - e —m

Statui res gellas..quzque memoriz digna videbantur perscrivere, et
tagis, quod mihi a fpe, ¢t metu partibus reipublicz animus liber erat.
SALLUST, B, Cab

Vivons, ou periffons dignes de liberta,
Et fongeons bien plutot, quelqu’ amour qut nous flatte,
A defendre du joug et nius et nos Etats,
Qu’ i contraindre des cr:urs, qui ne {e donnent pas,
Racine, Tragd Mithird,

BOSTON,
PRINTED BY RUSSELL AND CUTLER,

18041



VOTE OF THE TOWN.
SEAmEmEn

AT a Meeting of the Frecholders and other Inhabitants of the Town of
Boflon, duly qualified, and legally warned in prolic Town-Mecting, alfembled

at Faneuil- Hail, the 4th day of July, A, D. 1804.

On motion, Foted, That the Scleftmen be, and hereby are appointed 2
Committee to wait on Dr., THOMAS DANFORTH, in the name of the
Town, and thank him for the elegant and {pirited OrAaT10N, this day deliv-
ered by him, at the requett of the town, upon the Anniverfary of the Indepen-
dence of the United States of America; and to requeft of him a copy for the

prefs,
Attep, WILLIAM COOPER, Town-Clerk.

_-"_—-—w

BOSTON, JULY 4, 1804,
GENTLEMEN,  JOLT 4 1504
THE Oration delisered at your requeft, is moft humbly f{ubmitted

to your difpofal.
With great refpelt,

Your moft obedient fervant,
THOMAS DANFORTH.

The Selectmen of Boflur,



NATIONAL honour, and national inde-
pendence, conftitute the primary and effential char-
alteriftics of a free, brave and generous people. If
the former is affailed, the beft blood will be facri-
ficed in its defence 3 if the latter is threatened with
‘deltruétion, it will roufe the fpirit of the nation to
the nobleft centhufiafm. In proportion to the ac-

tion of indignity, will be the re.attion of honour,
and the blow of arbitrary violence, will be return-

ed with the preternatural ftrength of convulfive
powcr.,

actuaTeo by fuch fentiments, mankind, at

various periods, have bcen incited to refift the op-
preflions of tyranny.

IN reviewing, however, the revalutions of focie-
tyy the pifture they exhibit is more often defaced

by the deformities of vice than embellifhed by the
beautics of virtue ; the point of reft vanifhes at pol-
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feflion ; new forms have continually arifen from the

afhes of old ; imbecile ignorance perpctually renews
the {cenc of error and calamity,

tarovcH the long lapfe of ages, we fearch in
vzin for that people, among whom Liberty has long
been cherifhed, with a conftant regard to the dig-
nity and welfare of our {pecies. It has either de-
generated into licentioufnefls, or become tributary
at the throne of ufurpation. Mankind have hated
tyr.nny, without efteccming liberty ; they have re-
pulfed reftraint, without fecking to know the bounds
of right, and vainly have contented themfelves to
repel the {ormer, without labouring firmly to
eftablifh the latter. At the fhrine of fuperflitious
and political fanaticifin, more f{acrifices have been
made, than gratcful offerings of praife to heaven,
for the fupreme advantages of rational liberty.

1N thofe enlightened Republi¢s of ancient time,
where liberty feemed to have fixed her lafting refi-
dence, and where the defire of being free exifted,
when liberty feemed totally extinft, how vain
were their efforts to preferve it ; like the laft convul-
fions of expiring nature, they but ferved to acceler-
ate decay.

tiioucy 1t coft the Macedonian more blood to
conquer a few cities of Greece, than all Afia befide,
yet Greece, torn by the diftra@ting opinions of her
citizens, vitiated, corrupted, divided, was no longer
frce, Carthage, degraded and overwhelmed, at
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the clofe of her Punic wars, degeneraté, exhibited
but the dying fpirit of a heroifm, which ccit to
Rome, in her turn, dear bought vi€tories ; vittories
which deftroyed her liberties, as they extcnded her
domaing : the manners which had produced a Ca-
millus dnd a Regulus no longer exifted ; Cato’s tears
could not avail ; Auguftus arofe, and though the

fhadow of liberty was preferved, the fubftance was
deltroycd.

tue caufes which have prodaced the deftruc-
tion of defpotifin, and the emancipatton of fociety,

in modern time, have not been accompanied with
more favourable refults.

sut for the enthufiafm of religious opinion,
Great-Britain perhaps would not have accomplifh-
ed the reformation of her government. By her
prudence, her conduét, and her courage, an Eliza-
beth had infpired, in the minds of her fubjefls, the
moft dangerous fecurity ; of which the Stuarts had

profited, but for the more powerful ftimulus of
puritanic zeal,*

1N fome Countrics, however, liberty has kept
pacc with fanaticifm ; has perifhed with it. Never
would the United Provinces have attempted to

break the chains, impofed by a Phillip, but for the
terrors of an inquifition. The martyrs of their
frcedom, were impelled by all the horrors of an
Auto de Fe€.  To crett thofe altars, at which alone

fhe would worfhip, Holland was neccffitated to

P Sec Notea)
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fort the fyftem of a Republic, doomed, at its birthy
to fall a facrifice to avarice, diflention, and the men-
tricious arts of a moft powerful and fanatic neigh-
bour.

Tur cvents which have pafled in review before
us, are moft *upreflive. We have lived to behold
the changes of empire, more rapid and more awlful,
than when in torrid zone, the thickening clouds a-
rife, to burft in ftreams of ccafelefs lightning, the
vengeance of the fkies.  In their ftruggles for right,
we have {een an ancient kingdom reduced to a mere
wreck of horror, walting its vital cnergies, to fill up
the mealure of moft condemning power. We have
beheld the throne of the Capets tumbled to its bafe,
and from the blood-ftained rutns, we have feen a
power artfe, in form more hidcous than Medufa’s
head. Evennow, by daring ufurpation, 1s her lcep-
ire fwayed, and gallant France exhaufted, proftrate
fleeps in the quictude of defpotifm. Could Tacitus
artle in thefe latter times, how would the atrocious -
barbarities committed in the beloved Lutetia of a
Julian, cnkindle the fire of his ftyle; in what hor-
rors, would thefe crimes have been dclincated, by
his indignant and tmmortal hand ; the banifhment
of an Ariftides, the murder of a Phocion, furnifh
not more inflruflive leflons to polterity, than the in-
buman butchery of an unfortunate monarch, or the
more wanton facrifice of the eminent Lavoifier.®

17 15 a fearful age. W2 {eem born to behold
goodndls profirated, virtuc defiled, talents corrupt.

# S Note :J("'}
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ed, faith deltroyéd. Behold that country, Whete.
from the chaos of feudal barbarifm, firft arofe the.
{pirit of a freedom, which gave peace to virtue and
dignity to maitners ; where liberty grew majeflic,
nourifhed on mountain foil, now funken and de-
prefled, fuft bound in chains, profferred friendfhip
and ftcedom proclaimed have wrought ; Rome has
comi¢ agaih ; Switzetland,like famed Achaia’s confe-
dt‘racy, muft fall a prey to that prote&ion, which
deltroyed the laft hopes of ancient liberty,

- suc have been the melancholy refuits, when
the paflions of the multitude form the fource of
power, when democracy, under the mafk of liberty,
ftalks amoirg mankind, dealing out licence to her in-
furiated progeny, to gorge in human mifery their
mad decfircs.

aM1p this wafte, degenerate time, the philanthro-
pift mournful looks around him, for fome favoured
clime, to reft in peace his wearied mind ; turning
his regards towards this weftern world, in the glow of
{enfibility he demands, mult men be the everlafting
dupes of fyftems begotten by diltempered imagina-
tion ? Docs a blind fatality hold the deftiny of em-
pire ? Is hiberty a celeftial chimera which philofo-
pby implores in vain ?

americans | defcended from along line of ven.
erable anceftry, educated in the earlielt habits of jult
authority, diftinguifhed for charatter, manners and

principles, it was referved for you to accomplifh the
B
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nobleft work of time, or blaft, by fimilar follies, by
fimilar calamities, the faireft hopes of creation.

wiHiLk other nations muft trace thejr origin from:
plunder, conquelt or blood, it is your peculiar pri-
vilege to behold in-the firlt: fettlers of your coun-
try, a race of men, as refplendant for the luftre of

their virtues, as memorable for the glory of their a~
chievements.

at that period; when the human- mind began to:
awaken, from the lethargy of ignorance, excited by
the inveftigations, of a. Luther, a Calvin, and a Gro-
tius, your anceftors voluntarily refigned the pleafures
of domeftic life, hazarding their lives-and. fortunes to
enjoy, unmolefted, fequeftered, the rights of con-
{cience. Can- we 1n imagination carry back our
view, to- the period of their firlt landing on thefe
then inhofpitable fhores, without emulating that ar-
dor and that zeal in the human charafter, which in
the lapfe of {carce two centuries, has converted the
frightful wild of the forelt into fields and vallies, in-
to towns and citics, into ftates and empare.

¢ 50 the dread Seer, in Patmos walte who trod,.

Led by the vifions of the guiding Ged,.

Saw heaven’s dim vauit its circling folds unbend,.
And gates and {pire}, and {trects and domes defcend,
Far down the fkies ; witk funs and rainbows crowned,
The new formed city, lights the world around.’”

tHEIR iImmediate defcendants were not lefs re-
nowned for their hardihood of courage, or their vi-
gor of intellect ; and while other countries in their
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ftruggles againft oppreflion have been loaded with
<rimes, whlch have induced good men to prefer the
worft of conditions to the hazard of change, yours
was the moft elevated effort of magnanimity and pa-
triotifm, Slow in its rife, i1t exhibited the calmnefs
of deliberation ; refolute in its progrefs, it never
departed from the regularity of {yftem ; irrefiftable

to its purpofe, it unfolded the luxuriant fources af
talents, genius, heroifm,

suT for the-vain pride of miniftry, and its perfi«
dious dependants, brothers had not mingled their
blood, in warfare with each other ; and the world
might have beheld the rare and aftonifhing fpeétacle
of an aged parent confecrating, at the altar of free-
dom, the rightful fovereignty of his defcendants.
“ With filial piely, with more than Roman charity,

you had opened the youthful bofom, of your exuberance,
to an exhaufled monarch ;” but the pride of power fi-

lenced the voice of nature, the fatal blow was given,
and we were {cvered forever,

ronG fince have we fheathed the fword, to re-
fume the implements of peaceful life ; anxious only
to preferve the invaluable privileges, your anceftors
had earned, by all the hardfhips of fuffering human-
ity, the wile, the honelt and the good, now fought
the calm and fettled {tate of an efficient government,
by whichalone the wants of mankind, and the peace
of fociety,can be fatisfied and preferved. At length to
our enraptured view, the foundations of the temple

of frecdom arelaid ; its majeftic pillars are feen to
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tife ; its dome unfolds, and liberty, which, as yet,

had hovered over a country, where fhe had heen in-;
vited to dwell, now borne on the wings of our eagle,
defcends triumphant, to this her beft, her laft abode.

1s then the pride of the nation, fupenor in
your bofoms, to ev ery other intercft and ambition ?
Is an enlarged, an enlightened affeftion towzrds the
‘conftitution, a fixed principle in the breafts of thofe,
to whom we have lealed our original power. Such
are the feelings which this occafion thould infpire.
1t we have liberty without a juft authority, or gov-
ernment without hiberty, we have contended in vain,
we are worfc than the flaves of toreign power, we
are flaves to ourfelves.

THE knowledge of the principle on which perfeft
civil liberty depends, is doubtlefs as great a defider-
atum In political {cience, as a knowledge of the
caufc of life is in natural philofophy. Empircs
fucceed. and yftems pals away, nations perifh, and
governments are extinguifhed, but the laws of truth
are eternal ; and happy would it be for mankind,
if m politics, as 1n phyfics, experiment was the
ftandard, by which to teft the good or evil tendency
of laws, to the total exclufion” of hy pothefis and
opinjon.

1~ all governments, there mu@ bea preponderat-
ing influence, a fovereign power, doubtlels deriv.
ing its origin from the people, but guarantced by
fundamental laws, in order that the liberty of all
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may not be the fport. of the licentioufnefs of any,

There never has, nor there never will exift a true

democracy. If, fays the elegant author of the Social

Compadl, there were a people of Gods, they might

be governed democratically, a flate fo perfell will never

helong to man. In our own government, {o happily

blended and equipoifed are the powers of State,

that though fovereignty exifls, it may be faid never

to remain fixed, but like the vibrations of the pen-
dulum, gives to cvery part and portion, its uniform
{pring and aftion, The federal comnat is not
merely the fketch of liberty, it 1s the work complete,

it 1s the only government under heaven, yet known,
where every man may be faid to exercife his right,
1a the aggregate {yflem of power. Founded in
rcafon and the analogy of nature, like the fair form
of the buman body, it exhibits the beauty, flrength
and proportions of a well ordered {yftem. The ex-
ecutive is its brain, the judiciary its lungs, and the
legiflative its whole heart, circulating the very pabu-
lum of its exiftence, and iffuing the powers, which
warm and invigoratc its rematefl extremities.  As
effential to the exiftence of our bodies, as are the
brain, lungs, or hcart, cqually as effential, are the
d:ftin€t and 1ndependent branches of our govern-
ment, to its life and prefervation. Drawn out of
the experience of ages, it contains the principles of
a Republic, fudblimely re€lified. Itis the palladium
of your future peace, a bond of union and obliga-
tion, which when violated, will convulfe to its cen-
tre the delicate framc of your liberty.
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sucu is the {fyflem under which yuu have Yo
geeatly flourithed ; and will you—can you, from
1ndificrence. ignnranée, or prefumption, fuffer the
fundamental principles of fo admirable a ftru€ure,
to be facrificed, to fatiate the crude whimfies of tur-
bulent innovatien ? Would you wantonly rifk the
experimenis of alchymico politicians, when already
1ts excellence has been unfolded in you: profperity ?
Are not ancient forms and inflitutions now more
perfectly adjufted, and what further {ccurities do
von require ? From what {ources have we caufe for
jealouly ? From whence muft we look for the ori-
gin of our evil # What dangers muft we dread-?
Is it from its monarchical tendency, you apprehend
milchief to the State ; athrone—a diadem. Who
thall wear it ? If monarchy is ever to be eftablilh-
ed within the limits of our Unicn, the dead bodies
of your citizens will conflitute its bafis, while
their blood will form the cement, which muft
amalgamate the difcordant materials. Isitanarif-
tocracy you fear ¥ Who, on the deftrution
of legiflative nght, would dare ereft a privileged
order ? Bafe, falfe idea ; thank God, we have, in-
dced, a nobility ; a naobility whole orders are
founded on merit, on virtue, on {olid worth, ftars of
the mind, not of the body, they will fhine in hifto-
ry’s latelt page, and point the path to henor and to
fame. A throne, or its titles, have no terrors for
you ; thele are but vain and empty fhadows, mere
bugbears of nnagination, defignedly held up by the
envious and malicious, to diftrafl and deceive the



15

Pgnorant and the mifinformed. If we have any foe,
if the councils of the nation muft be diffolved, and
the {plendid dome, which has thus far fheltered us,
muflt be rent in ruin, the daring enemy will aflail
you from within ; he will bc found at the heart of
the city—that enemy is Faélion, the canker.worm of
empires, in free governments, engeéndered by a tov
luxuriant growth of the tender plant of freedom.

1 woulp, my Countrymen, not a cloud hai a-
¥ifen, to obfcure the profped, which has animat-
ed our hopes ; but alas, dangers have arifen, al.
ready exift, dangers infeparable from the nature
of all free governments ; dangers, which form the
very eflence of their freedom. The crafty, the
fubtle, the ‘reftlefs, and the difappointed, thefe
are the boafted heralds of liberty, demzgogues,
who, like their brethren of antiquity, will not fail
to appear popular, like old Diogenes, preaching up
contempt of powers and dignities, they moft eager-
ly defire, and provoking, by their charlatanry,
that thirft and jealoufy of the paffions, which tear
afunder the very cords of Society. Such are the
men who have ever ufed the people as a mere
ladder to mount the throne of power, who flatter
to deceive, and feaft your vanity, while they rob
your underftandings. In fuch hands, to fuch 2
power; with beings of fuch a caft, will you intruft
your deareft interefts ¢ Shall foreign bodies nou-
rifh from your luxuriant bofom, while native ci-
tizens are alienized frem your foftering care ? Re-
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fidence and piroperty conftituite the diﬁingu'i{hing‘-
charaéter of the citizen ¢ the real inhabitants, the
real proprietors of the foil, they only are the true.

citizens, they only are the American People.

1T is a critical moment, when parties, which
arc formed from various views, will not permit
the people to concur in the genetal good. Such
moments, if repeated, muft end in defpotifm.—
Have we witnefled them ; afk yéur own confcien-
ces, review the eventful periods of your hiftory,
recollect the annals of ’86 ; fcarce had the God-
defs of Liberty lighted on our fhores, when infur-
rection, that fiend of all {ocial order, threatened
her with inftant extinction ; your guardian ge.
nius had not yet {unk to eternal reft ; again fhe
awakened to truth ; again fhe animated to victo-:
ry. The moniter, though confronted, was not"
deftroyed ; in aflumed and novel fhape fhe fteals:
retreat, to break anew upon our peace ; recolleét
the period, when with what anxiety you ftood.
rrembling, leaft on the altar of opinion, thould be
facrificed the profperity of our country ; happily
virtue triumphed, wifdom prevailed, the confti-
tution was adopted. In the congratulations of
- the public joy, the rage of party {feemed to have
funk away, like tired nature the ftole to reft, to
collet anew her exhaufted ftrength. Awakened
by difappointment, behold Faction arms anew in
all her power. The Savior of his country, could
fcarce efcape the venom of its rage, fhiclded by

Minerva,madern degeneracy could not reach hint, now
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fafe beyond the fkies, calumny darts in vain he?
irrows, at the fepulchre whicli entombs him.—
Keep ! ah keep! the hallowed relics, till fome bet:
ter day fhall reftore them, to the monuments of
thy fathers. Not fo, his noble fricnd, the venera-
ble Apams ; he has furvived to experience, how
uncertain is poPular fa.mc, how proﬁtable 15 Te-
vcnge, how expenfiveis gratitude ; in the calm of
retircment, behold the good man refting fecure,
on the ftaff of his bright honor:

INSATYATE, this malicc of party knows no
boiind ; the fame caufes, luft of pride, avarice,
mad ambition; hatred andlove of perpetual change,
have commenced their condemning labors among
us. Philofophy indeed, has affumed 2 new face,
but has the produced any thing new: WHere
is that harmony, that perfe& tranquility, phan.
tom of promifed happinefs ; vanifhed in air with
the breath which announced 1t ; ¢ it is mere anti-
quated folly, varnifthed un anew ;" the fanaticifm
of a falle wifdom, a mafk of virtue, thefc are
the delufive attractions of the times.

IN vain may we difguife ; the ftorm is gather.
ing, the diftant thundcr has already reached us,
honor and worth are depofed, palt fervices forgot-
ter. ; the very poifon rages at the vitals of the con.
ft'tution ; if this fp1r1t 1s never to be quenched ;
if to gratify the vicws of the dominant party,conti-

nual changes are to be made, in the fundamental
C
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principles of your comf?é:, we fhall foon lofe fight
of its fair features ; the people will no longer re-
cognize the original inftrument of their union,

FACTION, re-united to itfelf, may exhibit a pow-
er, againft which, the divided forces of the States,
mlght fhudder to regard ; but let thofe who now
fway unlimited, and who, it is faid, on the ruins
of the Con{htuuon would erect ancient dominion,
paufe, and remember, that here in the North, be-
‘gan the fpirit of a freedom, whofe fire eleftric,
refufcitated ..to new exiftence, our once palfied
country ; and fhould thefe ¢ Philiftines” of the
South, which kind Heaven avert, dare venture tor
{heer us, of the Palladium of our ftrength, is there
among you that fon of Priam, who like Helenus,
would betray his country ¢ No, not one, in{olid
phalanx joined, as great Achilles to Agamemnon,
I think you would tell the proud foe, through
our bodies muft you pafs, ere you vielate the
{anctuary of our freedom. |

MASSACHUSETTS, God be praifed, ftill retains
her attachment to the inftitutions & her progeni.-
tors, her love of poiterity. -Strong in her habits
of induftry ; ftrong in the hardy valor of her fons,
{trong in the virtues of her illuftrious chief, may
fhe continue to watch with eager, cautious, refo.
lute eye, the wary movements of diforganizing
time. Yes, truly, the Lope indeed is cherifhed,
that you will be found the champions of truth.
The late magnanimous refolution of your Legifla-

# Sce Note [s)
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ture has paffed, gone forth, not to wreft from
conftituted authority its juft power, but to main-
tain, if poflible, that balance, which conftitutes
the very form and eflence of your rcpublic—equal
reprefentation of freemen only, founded on the
immutable principle of juft liberty, the right of
fuffrage.*

THE great contending powers, whofe wars have
agitated the world,” ftill ‘hold in hateful enmity.
Ambition is not fatisfied, pride has not reached her
boundaries, vengeance is not done, the fcaffold now
fteams with the bload of injured, innocent royalty.
Can we furvey thele {cenes, and as we drop the tear
of fympathy for the continued miferies of man, and
not feel the fecret glow of gratitude burft from our

bofoms, in praife to heaven, that thefc are the places
of our fathers,

vE poflels a country we delight in-; here agri-
culture unfolds the richelt abundance of the earth,
commerce rolls her exhauftlefs trzafures from either
portion of the globe, arts and fcience are univerfal-
ly diffufed, the fources of education are privileged
to none, we have the religion of nature and of na-
ture’s God, open to the worfhip of all. Let us
then, 1n the {yftem of our political affairs, regard
man as ke is, not merely an imaginary creature,
who wants no rules to bind him; but asa being
felfifh, though focial, devoured by a cruel egotifm,
{fubjet to vices, to weakneffes, and infirmities,
which have ever defied the powers of human intel-

® See Note (d}
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Jeft: Letus adapt the code of qur laws, to the pop-
nlation, induftry » extent and moral habits of the

people.

1x the archigves of your flate, written on tablets
of brafs,let the folcmn telament of your Wasnine-
Ton be depofited ; there, as at Deiphos, let your
ftatefmen come, and ponder well the truths his beft,
great mind conceived. - In the caregr of fuch wif-
dom, guided by {uch counfel, we may indeed anti.-
cipate, that in our future hiftory, will be unfolded
the fplendor of empire, philofophy fhall realife her
fondeft expe@ation, prophecy fhall be utterly ac-
complifhed-; and the trec of liberty, planted by
the zeal of your anceftors, nourifhed and fupported
by the continued care of their fucceflors, fhall
flourifh in perennial life, and millions yet unborn,
as they refrefh beneath its grateful fhade, fhall hail,
in raptures of cealelels exultation, this feftival of

your glory
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NOTES.

NOTE (a) Page 7.

¢¢ If it be true, fays a late political writer, that in revoly-
tions, enthufiafts are neceffary to advance beyond the mark, at
which wife men aim, the Englifh owe much to the Puritans,
who, equally as oppofed to Epilcopacy as to Royalty, aimed
at the deftruétion of both. 'The Reftoration to the Monarchi-
¢al fyftem, under a more jult balance of power, the definitive
fettlement of the privileges of Magna Charta, ‘that noble mg-
deration, Mr. Hume obferves, as fo effential to the eftablithment
of freedom in government, which accompanied this change,
has proved, beyond all controverfy, the excellence and fitnefs
of the Conflitution, under which the fubjeQs of Great-Britain
have fo long flourifhed. I "

““
'I-J- r l

NQOTE ¢5) Page 8.

Science will long mourn the untimely fate of this difciple
of a Bacon ; born to an ample fortune, endowed with a fuperinr
intelled, he expended the former, while he excrted the latter,
in the developement of thofe principles, which operate the vari.
ous beauties of the mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms,
Some molt important experiments on the phenomena of the lat.
ter, he wifhed the liberty of a few days exiflence to prefent
to the world ; but Iraace had then no-need of Philofophers ;
the temple of truth was razed to its bafe, and hjs light was cx.
tinguifhed forever. He was of the long lilt of thofe, who
fell under the axe of the Guillotine, during the reign of terror,
(as the honelt people of Irance rightly denominated it) in 1793,

—
NOTE (¢] Page 18.

¢“ A people who would preferve their liberties muft be per-
petually guarding againft the ufurpations of their government,
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more eflpecially if they are extended over a vaft territory. The
faree of government conlantly prefents an irrefiltable mafs,
while that of the citizens is every where divided. Re-united to
a falion, it is ealy for it to deflroy liberty, it may effe® it cven
hy the aid of calumny alone. The moft effential article there-
fore in the Conftitutian of a great people, is that which defends
fovereignty againft the attempts of the government.” Thele
obfcrvations, from the pen of a late writer, on the French Re.
volution, cannot be too feriouflly conlidered in this country.

TRretths ghivhpwen

NOTE(d) Page 19

William Ely, Efquire's, late Refolution, which has receiv:

ed the fandion of the various branches of” our State govern-
ment ; a refolgtion, foynded on the pureft republican princi,
ples, and though intended to effet, if poffible, an alteration in
a siven point, of the original compad, is neverthelefs a change
hrﬁin’g out of the urgency and neceffity of the times, and favor-
able to liberty and the fufety of the uynion ; a change, which,
if introduced, would ferve to outweigh that unjult preponder-
ancy already exifting, and which wiﬁ be fo preatly increafed
by the Louifiana acceflion, a territory which mult be principal-
Iy populated by flaves. If popu/atiom is to be the fource of re-
entation igdifcriminately(to ufe a certain legiflator’s term)

3t i hirh time the cattle of N:w-EnFland fhould be entitled to
the right of fuffrage ; but I am inclined to think, with Arilto-
le, there is an effential diftin@ion betwesn populus and popu-

Jaris maultitado. Refidence on a given terrtory which belongs
to 1 Body of mm, is neceffary to conflitute a nation itfelf, and
confequently refidence, attachment and a certain right in the
territory by frechold or convention is 2fientiul to conititute the
citizen, andthe people, in whom only fovereignty fhopnld refide,




