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At a Meeting of a very large Number of
Gentlemen, at the State-Houfe, in New-
Haven, on the 4™ Day of July, A. D.

1737.

OTED, That the Thanks of the Gentlemen
prefent, be prefented to Davip DaGGETT,
Lfqusre, for the very inflrutlive and elegant Orat-
o1, with which be was pleafed, this Day, to bonor
the public celebration of the anniverfary of the IN-
DEPENDENCE 6f the UNITED STATES 0f AMERI-
CA ; and that the Commitice appointed to fuperin-
tend and condult the Ceremonials of the Celebration,
requefy Mr. DAGGETT to favour them with a
Copy toeredf, for publication.

Er1as Suipmar,
PIZRPONT EDWARDS,
RusseL CLARK, |
SAMUEL RusskL,
TiMmoTHY PHELPS,
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United States became a free, fovereign and
independent empire. This event, much conduc-
ed to the accomphfhment of a revolution, which
has been the favourite theme of the poet, the hif-
torian and the orator, and the admiration of fur-
rounding nations.—In confequence of this, it has
been predi¢ted of America, that the would be the
afylum for the opprefled, the feat of literature,
and a theatre on which there would be the moft
- 1lluftrious difplays of civil and religious liberty.

THIS day completes eleven years fince thefe

While with a prophetic eye, we could behold
thefe things—how eafy to write, how eafy to
fpeak, in the moft elevated ftrains, in the celebra-
tion of the anniverfary of American Independ-
ence : But unhappily for him, who is requefted
to fpeak on this day, thofe brillant fcenes are
not yet realized, but are intercepted by an almoft
impenetrable gloom.  And, though for myfelf, I
believe God has defigned this empire to be the
moft illuftrious on earth, yet from prefent appear-
ances, and 1n the eye of reafon, the thought ap-
pears rather romantic.— N

In defcribing what America was, and what fhe
now 1s, you will witnefs for me, or againft me,
that I fpeak with truth, or mifreprefent.
In defcribing what fhe will be, in future, you
will permit me to range uncontreuled, and con-

jelture for myfelf,

The
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... The difcovery and firft fettlement of this coun-

&y, are known to every one.—Oblervations on
thefe fubjelts, would afford little entertainment ;
yet let it be remembered, that even in this early
period of our exiftence, we exhibited fome fpeci-
mensof that fraud and injuftice which has been too
confpicuous ever fince.—I mean in forcibly or
fraudulently depriving the natives of their pof-
feflions.—We may now hug ourfelves in the
peaceable enjoyment of what defcended to us from
generation to generation, without enquiring 1nto
the validity of our title; but it 1s happy for us,
that the denunciaticn of heaven, which fays,
“ Curled is the man that removeth his neigh-
bours land-mark,” has not alfo deicended.—In
general, our anceftors were fimple in their drefs,
diet, and equipage—{ubmiffive to government,
and religious, even to {fuperftition. They ' were
icrupuloufly punctilious in obferving the duties
of morality ; yet, thro’ their great zeal, 1n many
inftances, carried into the moft grofs abfurdities.
As literature began to flourithy and commerce
extend 1delf, luxury and its attending evils necel-
{anly prevailed.—From our primeval fimplicity
of manners, we {foon degenerated into that licen-
tioufnef{s which 1s ever to be found among the

ore polifthed parts of the world, and at the
commencement of the late war, tho’ not as yet
hackneyed 1n the ways of vice, we were by no
means fignalized for that facred veneration for re-
ligion and the locial virtues, which was fo con-
{fpicuous a century or two before.—A happy
people indeed we ought to have been, for our i1-
tuation was, in many refpets, truly eligible.—
Mow weloog back, and fpeak of thole glm;ious
€dVoy
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days, which we faw antecedent to the war, and
régret that they are fled.—We call it an agebof
liberty—of religion—of happinefs—We compare
it with the prefent, and pretend the deepeft forrow
at the compartfon.——But in thus {peaking, in thus
thinking, we exhibit a ftriking fpecimen of human
weaknefs. The truth is, we were then far from
being happy.—The famedireful complaints were
then heard from the farmer, the merchant, and
the various other profeflions.——Our fields, in
their eftimation, were then laid wifte, with the
deftroying infect, a drought or a flood.——Qur
navigation was fettered by foreign nations, or
deftroyed by hurricanes, and our political fa-
brick tumbling from the corruption of its
members. Could we, as awnation, like Protius,
affume a thoufand different fhapes, ftill a fpi-
rit of reftleflnefs;and complaint would prevail.
In extolling the early periods of our exiftence, as a
people, we much refemble an individual, who is
continually pafling encomiums upon the days of
his youth.—Nothing 1s more common, than to
hear men fay,  the happieft days I ever fpent,
were when a child.” This 1s to be afcribed to a

paffion we all poflefs, for being in fome other fi-

tuation than that in which we are.

It 1s however to be conceded, that before the
revolution, our circumftances were in various re-
{pects preferable to what they are at prefent. OQur
public charaéter was much lefs tarnithed—fraud
was not then taught as a {cience, nor exhibited by
our legiflative bodies for the imitation of indivi-
duals. It only lurked in bye places—its influ-
ence being checked by a majority of the mErri- |

ers
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bezs of the community.—Qur government was
then much more efficient and energetic.—We
are told of the great liberty we enjoyed. Liber-
ty it indeed was, but we were wife enough to dif-
tinguifh between liberty and licentioufnefs. This
ftate, and many others, were under a moft perfect
anftocracy.—The name truly we difowned, yet
quietly fubmitted to a government effentially arif-
focratiC.—

The minifter, withtwo or three principal cha-
ralters were fupreme in each town.——Hence -
the body of the clergy, with a few families of dif-
tintion, between whom there was ever a moft in-
timate conneftion, in effe&, ruled the whole
ftate. The lofs of this happy influence of the
clergy, 1n this country, 1s deeply to be regretted,
and 1s to be afcribed to two caufes—the increafe
of knowledge, and growing oppofition to religi-
on.—Knowledge has induced the laity to think
and alt for themlelves, and an oppofition to re-
higion has curtailed the power of its fupporters.

Thus we were, when the vile alts of legiflati-
on 1n a mother country reduced us at once to
the dire alternative of tamely fubmitting to ab-
joct fervitude, or commencing a war with one of
the moft potent empires of the world. The fpi-
nt of an American was too great to brook the
former, tho’ fcarcely equal to attempt the latter.
Petitions were preferred—and in the ftile of fup-
Jplicants, we earneftly folicited an enjoyment of
thofe rights and privileges to which, on the prin-
cinles of rightecufnefs, we were entitled. But
our adverfaries, {elf-fufficient, and goaded on by
an unappeafeable thirit for dominion, were dif-

' pofed
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-~ pofed to decide the unhappy controverfy only by

the fword.—At this time too, many of our {ages
in the cabinet, doubtful of the apparently unes
qual combat, deferted us,

Look back, my friends, and afk, Was not the
attempt prefumptious, beyond comparifon? We,
few in numbers, undifciplined in the field, and
deftitute of naval armaments, nobly dared to én-
counter a nation, whofe arms had been the terror
of Europe, and who, according to their own
ideas, could crufh us at a fingle ftroke.

In taking a retrofpettive view of our fituation,
we can but ftand amazed that defpair did not di-
veft us of our native fortitude, and render useafy
victims to our affailants. Yet, by a kind of enthux
fiafm totally unprecedented, and equally inexplica-
ble, we made an oppofition formidable to our ene-
mies, animating to the votaries of American liberty
and aftonifhing to the world.—We were favoured
with a happy union of wildom and valour, in the
cabinet and field, beyond what’the warmeft ima-
gination could have fuggefted. In the midft of
thefe brilliant atchievements, however, we pur-
fued a line of conduct towards thofe who thought
differently from us, altogether inexcufable. Itis
tutile to afcribe fuch aés of rigor as were then
committed, to that patriotifim which fo juftly
marked this period. To fay that we were fo fur-
prifingly virtuous, as to become vicious, is a fi- -
nifhed abfurdity, Honefty will fix it as a ble-
mifh upon our political efcutcheon.

- At length, on the 4th day of July, 1776, we
- “ abfolved
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t abfolved the political bands, which had con-
nected us with Great Britain, and aflumed among
the nations of the earth, that feparate and equal
ftation to which the laws of nature, and natures

God intituled us.” We declared ourfelves FrREx
and iINDEPENDENT ftates.

- Thus declaration was made by as illuftrious a
body of men as ever graced the councils of A-
merica.—Examine the realons which they urge
for their conduét—fee the fingular firmnefs which
they exhibit—Behold the peculiar {olemnity of
expreffion, and hear the undaunted appeals to
heaven, 1n vindication of this tranfaction, and fay
was 1t not nobly done ?——Had we been at that
inftant deftroyed as an empire, was it not nobly
done ? But from that inftant we fucceeded in ac-
complithing amoft glorious revolution, and was
it not nobly done ?—

This event, 1f wifely improved, might have
been of {ingular advantage to thefe ftates.—A na-
tion, like an individual, while dependent, will
forever be confined in its operations. No real in-
centives to great exertions, and f{irangers to en-
terprize, they drag heavily along, contented with
a ftate of mediocrity. But the moment they af-
fume a character for themfelves, their mode of
thinking and aéting is changed : they feel an im-
portance, which to fupport and dignify, will call
forth all their dormant powers.

The independence of any people opens a field
for great improvements ;—it ereCts a theatre on
which men of sbilities may difpiay their talents

with applaufe. Thus many, who otherwife, ne-
ver
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ver would have been noticed in the mafs of man.
kind, are induced by a laudable ambition, to be-
come eminently diftinguithed. Anevent of this
nature, lays a foundation for a fuccefsful cultiva-
tion of the arts and fciences—for numberlefs im-

provements in agriculture, commerce and legif-
lation, and for arriving to the fummit of national

1mportance.

It cannot admit of a doubt, that many indi-
viduals, ofthe firft natural genius, have lived and
died unnbticed, merely thro’ want of opportuni-
ty, to exhibit their true charaters. Why not ma-
ny communities from the fame caufe? Yet, as
many a giddy youth has embarked too early 1n
life, and taken the helm before his prudence was
{ufficient to guide him, and finally been deftroyed
on fome fatal rock :—Such we have juft grounds
to apprehend will be our fate, thro’ our inde-

pendence,

This event took place when the attention of
every man was turned towards the war, in which
we were engaged. It would have been madnefs
then, to have thought of regulating our internal .
concerns, to the neglelt of a far more 1mportant
objedt; and yet it was deftrution to omit them.
And when our ftruggle was finally crowned with
victory—a viltory far exceeding our moft fan-
guine expectations; we, elated with fuccefs, falfe-
ly imagined, our peace and profperity perma-
nently {efured. We flattered ourfelves that in,
dependence was liberty---was afluence---was go-
vernment---was every thing---It did not occur to
us that then was the only ime for rendering our
acquifitions permanently advantageous. Areu-

B Ing
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. ing thus, we have become independent of almoft
every thing, and have only to {olace ourfelves in
that independence.

It thould have been a primary objet with ug,
to raife a revenue adequate to the exigencies of
our government. Congrefs aware of this, and
feeing the exhaufted ftate of our treafuries, and
vet fearful of checking the induftry of the agri-
cultural part of our community by a land-tax, at
an early period recommended an 1mpoft. A moft
wife and falutary meafure, beyond a queftion!
Some of the ftates thro’ ignorance of its tenden-
cy, and others from motives of felf-intereft, re-
fufed a comphance.---Rhode-Ifland, as a {peci-
men of what the could do, and a prelude of
areater things yet to come, oppofed the meafure.
New-York 1s ftill in the oppofition.---Here
congrefs in this politic, in this laudable attempt
to extricate us from debt, and refcue us from
that ingratitude, that dithonefty with which we
now ftand chargeable, were entirely fruftrated.---
Here too how apparent is the inefficiency of our
federal government —What an abfurdity 1n po-
titics !—We veft congrefs with a power of mak-
:ng war, and of concluding peace, and aéting as
our fecederal hiead 1n every refpedt, and yet deny
them the means of difcharging their facred ob-
Y1z2tions.—The rezfon 1s obvious; our govern-
:nents were formed when the name of power was
terrible to us.—T he people had been taught, that
vgx populi eff vox deiy and that all power ériginat-
ed 1n them; and pratifing on thofe 1deas, cautl-
oufly avoided delegating enough to the fupreme’

authority to enable them to exift in that capaci-
ty
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ty, and yet, ftrange to tell ! when this truthis be-
come as evidentas that two and two make four,
and when we have already felt the unhappy con-
fequences of it,in an eminent degree, our legif-
lative bodies are ftill withing to curtail the pow-
ers of congrefs, and make them more complete
in infignificancy !—Thus, by rendering the grand
council of thefe independent ftates the moft de-
pendent body in the univerfe, we are totally in-
capacitated to 1mprove thofe acvantages which
refulted from our feparate ftate of exiftence.——
But we cannot expect national profperity, {o long
as fraud and injuftice are fapported by the fanc-
tion of public bodies.---God forbid, that this
charge fhould be applicable to all the legiflatures
of the ftates |—1I fhall only take the liberty of
ftating facts, and confcience will take the liberty
of making the application.

Itisan agreed point, that the officers and foldiers
of the late army, juftly merited the applaufes, grati-
tude, and generous reward of their country. Theis
bravery was indeed applauded, and fome of us pof-
fefled grateful hearts towards them:—But did we
give them that ample recompence which their noble
fervices deferved ?—Juftice fays, no—honor and
honefty fay, no—and nothing ftrange, if the ghofts
of thofe departed heroes, who fell glorioufly in
the caufe of liberty, the cries and diftreffes of
whofe helplefs children, and difconfolate widows,
have already entered into the ears of the Lord of

Sabaoth, thould arife, and alfo fuy, no.——We
- may plead our poverty, we may attempt an ex-
tenuation of our condué&, but the fa& ttands re-
corded againft us, in the regifter of cur national
tniquities,~Qur refufing, or neglcCing to pay

the
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the public fecurities, according to their nomina)
value, is impioufly unjuft. The great argument
for annihilating or fcaling thofe {ecurities, is,
“that they have been exchanged at a difcount of
5o or 75 per cent.—1 afk, does this circumnftance
invalidate the obligation on the part of govera.
ment ? A full confideration has been received—
a folemn promtie has been made—a facred obli-
gation has been executed—Has this obligation
been cancelied ?—Has the other party confented
to any alteration from the original ftipulation ?
No---Then the public are bound to pay it to the
uttermoft farthing ; unlefs independence has 1n-
verted all our 1deas of contracts—unlefs juftice,
when applied to fifty, a hundred, or a nation, and
when applied to an individual, 1s effentially dif-
ferent. People, however, never will be reafoned
out of this idea, for they never reafoned thems-
{felves into 1t. It was ““conceived in fin, and
brought forth in iniquity.” If we have any re-
gard to morality or religion, we never fhall, by a
ftretch of unwarrantable power, nullify paft con-
tracts.---Should 1 ever fee fuch manifeft iniquity
practifed fo openly, I fhould confider the nation
on the verge of deftruction.---How could we ex-
pe&t honefty among individuals, if fraud were
thus fanétified by thofe who cught to be paterns
of all that 1s worthy of imitation! And yet, 1s
not this the cafe?---1s not a procraftination of
payment---1s nota neglet in attempting to pay
what 1s due, as difhoneft as refufing to pay at
all ; and are we not chargeable with both f——
And yet, by no means would I with to fee the
poor oppreffed, or indufiry checked. If our
inabillty prevens at prefent, let us exhibit a dif-

pofition
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pofition of honefty, and our creditors will pati-
ently wait.---If, however, there is not a fufficien-
cy of property in the country, I would prajedt a
plan to acquire 1t.---Let us repeal all the laws
againft the African flave trade, and undertake
the truely benevolent and humane merchandize
of importing Negroes to chriftianize them. This
has been practifed by individuals among us, and
they have found 1t a lucrative branch of bufinefs.
Let us then make a national matter of it.---
‘We thould have the fublime fatisfattion of en-
riching ourfelves, and at the fame time rendering
happy, thoufands of thofe blacks, by inftruting
them in the ways of religion.---This would be no
innovation.---This country permitted it for many
years, among their other acts of juftice; but their
refufing to pay facred and folemn obligations, is
not of {o long a ftanding. ‘-

The war from which we have {o lately been ex-
tricated, allo, neceflarily brought on a long train
of evils. It vitiated the morals of the people .at
large.---1t deftroyed that virtue which 1s fo efS
{entially neceffary to a popular government.---It
introduced luxury, that bane of civil fociety.—~—
It drained us of our wealth, and left us-as fome
convulfive and racking malady frequently leaves
the human conftitution. -

Many thoufands of our inhabitants had been
employed in the various departments of the army
and navy—fome indeed returned to plentiful for-
- tunes—fome to peaceful induftry.—Yet, many,
deftitute of property, and the means of acquiring.
it, could only think of fupporting themfelves by

the fweat of the brow.—This idea was intoler-
' able.
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able.—It led them to defpife their country, dif-
poffeffed them of their patriotic {entiments, and
fitted them to fow the feeds of civil difcord ;---
others had thro’ the war, aggrandized themfelves
by the fluctuating ftate of property, and rioted
upon fortunes acqu1red by a fingle exertion, or a
fortuitous concurrence of circumftances.—Thefe
foon found the {cene changed, and that an induf-
trious purfuit of fome conftant employment would
alone fupport them. This they could not fub-
mit to, and afcribed the declenfion of their for-
tunes to the badnefs of the times, {carcity of cafh,
and a thoufand other caufes.

The alarming ftate of our finances, compel-
lcd the legiflature to lay heavy taxes.---This
caufed the moft bitter complaints.---They part-
ed with their property with the utmoft reluétance.
Is.this liberty—is this independence, fay they—
How preferable the years of 1772 or73!---We
were told during the ﬁruogle for freedom, of hap-
py days--of 2 quiet enjoyment of our poffeffions--
of « fitting under our own vines and fig-trees—
But how different the fituation !

- Thus have arifen contentions and civil difcord
in almoft every ftate in the union.---Maffachu-
fetts has long been torn with inteftine faions,
and their government almoft proftrated by a def-
picable banditti. This ftate has not yet experi-
enced a civil war.---We are, bowever, very con-
tented, while New-York is rioting on thoufands,
annually drained from our coffers. ~_Rhode-Ifland
has acted a part, which would caufe the favages

of the wildernefs to bluth.---Fraud and m]u{hcc B

there, ftalk openly.---May, they enter their legif-
lafwc
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jative bodies, and are there fondly foftered and
cherithed.---Witnefs their whole fyftem of public
proceedings for twelve months paft.---That lit-
tle ftate is an unruly member of the political bo-
dy, and 1s a reproach and bye-word among all
her acqualntance.

{n fhort, the whole nation is now languifhing
under all thofe evils which have originated in con-
fequence of {yftems of wretched policy---flagrant
aéts of injuftice, and an impoverifhing war.——
The whole political frame 1s convulfed and threat-
ned, from external attacks, and its own natural
imbecility, with an immediate diffolution.

The eyes of all Europe are fixed upon us.---
Their writers and orators, who extolled our fuc-
cefs, and prediéted our future greatnefs, now laugh
at our folly---burlefque our policy, and contemn
our dithonefty. They relpect us for what we
have been---admire us for what we might be,,
but defpife us for what we are.

A Shays, an ignoble contemptible Shays, with-
out abilities, without influente, has, for a while,
proftrated government, in the three weftern coun-
ties of Maffachufetts. And what if a grebter
than Shays, a CromweLL or a C&sar fhould a-
rife ;--where are our bulwarks againft the attack ?
It we look up to congrefs, they are chained and
fettered in impotency.---Ifto foreign nations---
they will retort with propriety, Where is your
gratitude, for paft favours, and your recompence’
for paft fervices ?---Where is your faith and honor
in difcharging obligations for money generoufly

loaned you when in the deepeft diftrefs ?--}
If
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If we invoke the afliftance of our countrymen,
we fhall call in vain.---Patriotifm 1s fled.---The
days of 177§, we cannot recall.---We cannot in-
ipire our citizens with that difinterefted love of
their country, which caufed them to encounter
imprifonment,---exile,~--flavery and death.---If
we appeal to heaven---the cries of the widow and
orphan, whom we have wickedly robbed, have
already entered there, and called for vengeance !
Will not then the righteous Lord,who loveth righ-
teoufnefs, “laugh at our calamity, and mock when
our fear cometh #”’---Shall then fome infinuating
courtier, or fome formidable defperado, blaft the
hopes of this young empire ? Shall they here e-
rect a tyranny or a defpotifm more to be dread-
ed than death, 1n her moft hideous forms ?
Was 1t for this, CoLumBus to explore thisiiew
world, furmounted every obftacle,---braved
death, in ten thoufand different thapes, and final-
ly expired in reproach and contempt ? Was it
for this, our venerable anceftors left their native
country, and indefiance of millions of favages, and
In hazard of every earthly pleafure, in a defert
wildernefs, layed the foundation of this empire ?
Was it for this, the brave fons of Mars, made
that memorable oppefition to our affailants, at
Lexington ? Was it for this, the immortal W asH-
INGTON quitted the enchating {cenes of domeftic
flicity and by a feries of military atchievements,
equal to thofe of any hero of ancient or modern
days, refcued us from that deftru&ion with which
we were threatened ? Was it for this, that the
brave, the heroic MonTcoMERY, nobly fell a
martyr 3 liberty, before the walls of Quebec ¢

Was it for this, that illuftrious BoDY OF SAGES,
i
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at Philadelphia, in defiance of Britith menaces,.
declared us INDEPENDENT, and nobly fixed their:
names to the declaration ! Was it fgr this, we
exulted in the reduction of Burgoyne and Corn-
wallis, thofe {ignal vitories, which proftrated the
exalted hopes of our haughty foes ? Was it for
this, we {aw thoufands of our youth, the hopes
of their parents and their country, boldly embrace
death ? Was it for this, we faw whole villages
facked, beautiful towns laid in afhes, and almoft
whole ftates depopulated ¢ Was it for this, we
waded thro’ {eas of blood, to eftablith ourfelves’
in that peace, and independence which promifed
us lafting honor and immortal felicity ? Was all
this done, I fay, were we thus elevated to a fum-
mit of glory,)dhi‘ch was the envy of all the em-

pires of the world, only that we might exhibit a
more complete {cene of wretchednefs and mifery,
and finally fink deeper 1n infamy and contempt 2
- Forbid 1t heaven ! Forbid it, oh my country !

From this melancholy picture of our political
aftairs, let us turn afide, and enquire, 1f there is
not ample ground for joy and feftivity, even on
this day.--We have heretofore feen many gloomy
~days.---Our ears have heard the din of war, and
found of arms.--Ye parents, how often have your
tender children been wrefted from you, and ex-
poled to death in the field of battle !--How often
have we in this city, been filled with difmay, at
the approach of our mercilefs adverfaries | Do you
recollect, my fellow citizens, the memorable 5th
of July 1779, when the Britith troops made a
sicfcent on this beautiful town ?---Did the bells
ever convey fuchmelancholy tidings, as when they
rang the alarm of that inaufpicious morning £---

C Did
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Pid the thunder of cannon ever appear with fuch
awful folemnity ?--Do you recolle¢t the confus
fion which every where appeared ?--Do you re:
colleét feeing here and there, a weeping mothey,
with her dithevelled locks, wringing her hands,
and enquiring' with anxious {olicitude, for the
partner of her bofom, or the dear fon of her de-
light ?--Do you recolle&, you, who boldly went
- forth to oppofe the enemy, with what heart-felt
anxiety you Jooked back upon your peaceful ha-
bitations, your tender children, and your fond
wives---doubtful whether you fhould ever return
to them? And ye, my venerable fathers, doyou
recollect how you beheld your numerous. proge-
ny, and with parental fondnefs wept gver them #:-
There the unrelenting foe, with more' than hellifh
malice, affaulted a venerable, a refpetable old
man, plunged a poignant dagger 1n his body, ard
left hin languithing, and languithing he died !--
Here one of your neighbours was in a2 moment
ftruck dead !--and yonder you faw one, whom
vou had long known, weltering in his blood, tili
litsagonizing ftruggles had ftretched hima breath-
tefs corps !---Such {cene; we have beheld, and
fuch have been realized in many other towns.---
Nay, how often have thefe ftates been on the verge
ot deftrultion! Yet we have rifen fuperior to all
thefe embarraffments !---We have onceé beheld
our{cives the conquerors of a moft powerful king-
dom ! Has not then America ever been the pe-
culiar favourite of heaven ?--and may we not, by
an affiance in the faime prote&ing hand, ftill be 2
“happy people ?---We have an extenfive countiy,
which embofoms an unfailing fource of weaith.
We hav= 2 climate peculiarly falubrious, and ad-
migably




( 19 )
mirably calculated to the rapid population of our
territory.--—- We have men, juftly fignalized for
their literary, political and theological knowledge..
The arts and iciences have here made a moft fur-
prifing progrefs.-—-Their votaries and patrens are
numerous.--Greatencouragements ar: given to im-
provements in agriculture and manufattures, thofe
fure mines of riches,---It affords the higheft plea-
fure to the friends of thefe ftates, that at this a-
larming crifs, induftry 15 {o vifible.~It was urg-
ed not Jong ago, by many, that fo long as we
could purchafe foreign commodities, cheaper than
we couldmake them, we might n-giect manufac~
tures; but the abfurdity of this idea 1s too appa-~
rent to need an illuftration.---By importing the
articles of qur own confumption, we at the fame
time put an effectual check upon induftry, and
drain ourfelves of cath.---Manufactures however,
have certainly become an object of muchmore at-
tention than three years ago ; and if I am rightly
snformed, in thisftate, and many others of the uni-
on, the earth never wore fo many marks of cultiva-
tion, as at prefent.---Sad experience hzs convicted
us of this truth, that the fources whence we muft
derive our affluence, are within our own country.

-

(Economy in our domeftic concerns, muft be
confidered as an important matter. The commu-
nity 1s compofed of individuals--by theirjoint ex-
ertions 1t 1s maintained.

Thefe objels fhould claim the particular atten-
tionof theladies. You, my fair friends, are poflef-
fed of a kind of magical influence over the other fex.
Ietthofe who are fovery complaifant as to waiton
you 1 the motning, and enquire with earneft fo-

a » ""-l
licitude
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licitude after yeur health, find you employed in
graceful indutry, and they will go and do like-
wife--they will call at 2 more leifure hour.—You
can eftzblith fathions, or deftroy them, by a fin-
ole fmile or a frown. It 1s with you to promote
cecenomy and induftry, or luxury and extrava-
gance at your pleafure.—By attending to the for-
mer, you will yield an effential {ervice to your
country—by doing the latter--you will become
ers in the guilt incurred by its deftruction.—
You will not hefitate to exert yourfelves, for the
‘Thappinefs of an empire which-owes its exiftence
to one of your fifters.—It was thro’ the influence,

the generous influence of IsaBELL A, queen of

‘Spain, that America was ever difcovered.---You
will fecl a peculiar pleafure in cherithing and fofter-
ing the child of fo memorable a female perfonage.

That fire of patriotifin, fo neceflary for the ac-
complithment of worthy and illuftrious achions,
muft reanimate our breafts.—While the 1nte-
refts of our couatry arc fecondary objelts with
us, our exertions for its welfare, will be feeble and
fruitlefs —If wec have a fortune in view—If we
are in the purfuit of the gratification of fome fa-
vorite pafion, our whole foul is engaged---the
forings of aftion are all in motion, and the whole
man appais.—But we have acquifitions worth
ten thou{nd fortunes to protect,--we nave the in-
tercfts of milliens to iecure.—We have an em-
pire to reicue from approaching diffolution s and
can we be vnconcerned ? Can we be acuve ?

~ Our national charater muft be freed from that
reproach with which it fandsjufily charged. Faith
‘--!-! o e e - ‘
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embarraffiment arifing from poverty.---If 2. mah
once eftablifkes a charatter for integrity, he re-
mains unfhaken tho’ misfortune takes him for her
own.——His reputation is an exhauftlefs fortune.
—The fame obfervation will equally well apply
to ftates or kingdoms.—Great-Britan cannot pay
half her debtsin cafh ; yet the has a credit fuffi«
cient to difcharge the whole.

N ;
W e muft confent to a change of government. -~
Whether this change fhall be partial or general,
1s not for me to fay.—A more energetic, a more
coercive power than at prefent 1s felt, muft -be
‘vefted in fome public body.—T his matter is.fub-
mitted to a convention of the ftates, now fittin
at Philadelphia. 'The unanimity of the ftates, in
choofing delegates to this convention, 1s a forci-
ble argument of the full convi&tien that the peo-
ple feel of the weaknefs of the prefent {yftem.—
This meafure has juftly exalted the hopes of every
patriot.———A meafure from which we have né.
thing to fear, but every thing to hope.—At their
head, fits the luftrious WASHINGTON, 1n
“defcription of whofe finifhed and complete cha-
rater, language fails. There 1s FRaANKLIN,
‘whofe penetrating mind, looks thro’ all the works
ot nature.—There are GErrY, SHERMAN, MoR-
‘nrs, Cuymer, WiLson, Reap and WYTHE,
who made a declaration of that independence
which we this day celebrate, and whofe fame is
- coeval with our national importance.— W hy need
I particularize any *—Such a band of venerable
perfonages, baffle all defeription !—Yet I muit
not omit to congratulate Conneéticut on the hap-
py choice of her members.—This ftate can boaft
of many worthy charaters, and we zre peculiar-

Iy
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iy happy in our reprefentation in this great coun-
il of the fates.

There is the colle&ted wifdom of the commu-
nity.— T here is virtue enough to incline them, and
knowledge enough to direct them to adopt a fyf-
tem calculated to make us a happy people.—
Could we once fee a government firmly eftablifh-
ed over us, which fhould adapy, itfelf to the geni-
us, manners, cuftoms and peculiar fituation of this
country, we might bid defiance to the malice of
our enemies '—Ii is impofible for {ocieties to exift
without an energetic, coercive power; and the
fame principle which induced men, whilein a ftate
of nature, to enter into compacts, will foon com-
pel thefe ftates to a change of government.—
.Shall we then fufler this change to be effected by
our fellow citizens, by thole who are with us, to
enjoy the felicity of a well regulated fociety, or
with us to experience the horrors of anarchy ? Or
fhall we fubmit this alteration to capricious for-
tune ?—We cannot hefitate in determining this
queftion, unlefs we are ftupidly 1nattentive to our
ewn happinefs, and criminally negligent of the
mterefts of unborn millions.

Whether we of this age fhall fee the prefent com-
motions quelled--the prefent difcordant fentiments
and 1nterefts reconciled, and peace and tranquility
eftablithed, I do not pretend tofay.--Yet the whole
hiftory of this country deftines 1t for future great-
pefs.—Nay, at this period, is there any part of
¢he world where happinefs is fo generally dif-
fuled as in thefe ftates —We have wantonly {port-
el with privileges of inefltimable value—we have
ricaly deferved every national calamity, and our

| political
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political affairs wear a gloomy afpe®.—Yet point
me to a {pot on this globe, where the whole body
of the people enjoy fo much profperity as the in-
habitants of this empire —England may Juftly
pride herfelf upen a moft -excellent conftitution ;
we may alfo hear of the parade, brilliancy, and
grandeur of her nobihty : But where is that e-
qual diftribution of property, and that general dif-
fufion of knowledge which fo effeCtually prevent
“oppreflion and flavery ¢ The plodding induftry
of Holland, fecures them a reputable ftation a«
mong the European nations; while the French
are juftly admired for that politenefs of man-
ners, and brilliancy of genius which 1s fo cha-
ratteriftic of them. Indolence and haughtinefs
are eardinal virtues in Spain ; and mifery and
wretchednefs are picturefque of Ireland.~—Locke
through all Europe, which 1s juftly called the
moft civilized part of the world, and where ig
the kingdom whofe fituation we ought to envy 2
~—But extend your views to the wilds of Africa-~
there behold millions of favages, who only#eges
tate---plunged in ignorance and barbarity--funk:
in the moft abjet fervitude, they apparently exift
but to be miferable.—Traverfe the -immenfe re~
gion of Afia--fee the pomp of an Afiatic defpot--~
fee him fporting with the liberties and lives of
his fubjects—a {trancer to every tender feeling of
the foul—he only lives to exhibit the wickednefs
of his nature.—There is a quarter of the world,
which contains five hundred milhions of inhabitants.
Afia, tho’ once the nurfe of the world---tho’ it con~
tained the garden of Eden, and tho’ there were
the moft magnificent difplays of divine wifdom,
Is now buried n luxury--in the moft grofs fuper-~
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#hrion and idolatry.———The fragrancy of their.
fpices, their coftly gems and the magnificence.
of their monarchs, {carcely deferve to be noticed,.
when we contemplate five hundred mullions of im--

mortal minds uncultivated, deprefled and ener-
vated ; yet capable of ceafelefs expanfion ; capa-
ble of fucceflive improvements 1n felicity thro’
miullions of ages !

- Ifthen, as a nation, we are fo eminently diftin-
guithed—if nature has been fo peculiarly lavith in’
beftowing her gifts upon us ; with what elevati-
on of mind oucrht we toreflect on that important

tranfaction, by which we become an INDEPEND-
ENT EMPIRE !

This event, and the fubfequent revolution, have.
already diffeminated much ufeful knowledge thro’
the world.—Hence have criginated juft ideas re<
ipecting the rights of human nature; the 19N0-
‘rance of which, hitherto, has enflaved three quar-
ters of mankind.—Our independence, if rightly
unpreved, will afford much felicity to indivi-
duals, and greatly dignify this young empire.
Millions yet unborn, fhall celebrate this e-
vent.—The | pleafling ftory fhail be handed down
from generation to generation, and future ages fhall
fife up, and for this tr anfattion, call us Dleffed.
In view of fuch 2 glertous revolution as we have
3”0“19,1ﬂ1€’1—1n view of fuch a valuable country
a5 we pofiels—in view of {uch {cenes ofmagniﬁ-
cence as may hereafter te realized, and of {uch

pp nefs as we now enjoy, let us unite in the 1n-
NOCent fmuwty of this da. y :--Let us cordia ly joun
in 2l laudable cx rtions for the glory of Americs,
...ui 11 Iove and gratitude to HiM, - who s the fourcc
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