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AN ORATION, &c.

*M‘m‘—"“‘*-

I T muft be evident to you, Fellow Cidizens,
that my acceptance of this henorable app»int-
ment, is in obedience to the requefts, and at
the follicitations of thofe of my brother Soldiers,
who remain to brighten the afdent affe&ion,
that bound us together in our revolutionary
ftruggles; and not from a conﬁderatwn, that I
could illuftrate this glorious fubje&, fo often
and elegantly difplayed by Orators, to whom
the advantages of liberal educatxon had given
powers to celebrate the anniverfary of our
Independence, in claflic language and with
glowing: eloquence. Although I have often
with fear reviewed this tafk, and fincerely
wifhed that the Gentlemen to whom it had been
afligned, would, with their handfome talents and
acknowledged abilities, have this day charm-
ed
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ed this moft refpectable audience ; yet however
awful the duty, and folemn the depreffion on
my feelings, the knownvcg.ndor and liberality
cf my fellow-citizens on all occafions, and
morz efpsciaily thewn towards thofe, who like
myfelf, mutt claim a large portion of their
kindnels, have encouraged the attempt—an at-
tempt, feilow-citizens, in which fully to fue-
ceed, requires the moft improved knowledge
and perfuafive faculties, and not fud:enly to
be expected from one, who was early deprived,
by the troubles of his country, from attaining
any literary qualifications,

Buoyed by the hope of your indulgence, I
will fummon ny fortitude; and try, briefly to
tell, the caufe, the progrefs, and the grand
effe&t of the illuftrious day which we have
convened to commemorate.

The glorious termination of the French War,
left Great Britain, in 1763, without a rival,
in ative pofleflion of all her vaft energies, and
in the full ftreich of her high and extenfive
powers: It was not furprifing, thus fituated,

that




that what. he withed fhe would command; but.
it was aftonithing, that the fhould with to ig-
troduce fuch rezulations into her Colonies, as
rendered them diffatisfied with Ler procecdings,
for no other purpofe than to obtain, ina direcs,
manner, an increale of a large Revenue,
which was accumulating daily in her coffers,
by indireét taxation ; and for her rafhly to perfilt
in affaiting the fhadow, when the fubltance was
already in her embrace, was unw.le; towards
us, unnatural.

The force fhe relied on to bend cur Will,
induced the manner in which fhe attempt.
ed to thruft upon us her intemperate di-
pofitions, and that manner offended the fecl-
ings of every man, who therebv perceived the.
conftitutional and legal rights of a Britifn "ub-
je&, irvaded; aggreflion fucceeded aggreflion,
until violence in the Bofton maflacre ap-
peared, and the cruel fpirit thewn on that
occafion, never ceafed to be exhibued in
unremitting a@s of perfecution on the part
of Great Britain, while the patient Colonifts
bore thofe ills without refentment and in the

’ attitude
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atiitude of fond children continued their fup-
pli*stions to hcr for relxef |

Deaf to the voite of affetion, and re.
gard'efs of every event, but fuch as were
to ftamp indelible ignominy on us and our
poﬁenty, and fix indifputably an authority
in the Britith Parliament, to difpofe of our
inefimable rights and hard earned preper-
ty without our confent, in the perverfenefs of
her haughtinefs fhe repeated her oppreflions—
notwithftar.ding our faithful and dutiful en-
treaties and contrary to our fincereft withes—
until America's Sons were reduced to decide
the important quelticn, whether, flavery and
contempt, were to be preferted to freedom and
danger. For the meafures of her tyrannicai
ninions had weided them together, united
cvery heart and fortified every hand ; a coinci-
decee of circumftances had warned them that
this wicht be the refult, from the imperious
{tubbornnefs to compel their obedience and
from their inflzxible firmnefs not meanly to
¥ ield what they prized more than life—this had

induced
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induced fome patriotic meafures, mo:e to rouP
their holy love of liberty, than to caule a vie
bration in their allegiance to their Sovereign.

But when 3 reftoration of their rights, fron
the fource to which they had appealed, becams
unattainable, and "armies arrived to rivet their
chains, they unfheathed their fwords with a
detezmination to procure redrefe, or to perifh :
'Even then profefling themfelves, willing to lay
down their arms, and return to the peaceable
condition of fubje@ts to the crown, whenevet
the honeft terms which they required, fhould
be confirmed : For their attachment was ag
ftrong to the government, as their fidelity to
their principles was immoveable '

Though inva'ed by a confiderable mili.
tary force ; their charters virtually re-
fcinded, and alts of Parliament pafled for
the : exprefs purpefe of fevercly punifhing
them : Yet they forbore from every thing
like hoftilities, and fiom their public bodies
and private affemblies, and individual com.
munications, but one fentiment flowed, and

. that
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that was for the Crown to patronize their alle-
giance and eftablifh their rights.  Was ever the
loyal adherence of Men, confpicuous in the.
prattices of Chriflian virtues, more forcibly dif-
played ? ‘When they knew that the Crown of
Ingland had refolved to deprive them of their
moft precious bleflings ; to bind them in pal-
five obedierce to all its flavith purpofes, and
had atually lodged an army to reduce themto
fubmiflion, or ravage their country—they ftiil
remained dutiful ; and in ‘filial, but dignified
language, repeatedly folicited a kind attention
to their remonftrances, againft the impolitic
and rafh determinations of their mother couna
fry. |

Stung, at length, by the grievous infults
thrown on their humble petitions, and behold.
ing the profpeét of war or {lavery—with that
firmnefs of mind, and conicioulnels of foul.
attending the diCtates of juftice, they appealed
to Heaven and to their arms to fhield and pro-.
te&t them from the mileries prepared, by any.
impious and unfecling parent. In this holy.

appeal
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appeal Heaven liftened to them ; for without
the means of providing for a fingle campaign,
or refources to condué an individual enterprize,
the gave them confidence in their caufe and
nourifhed them with hope.

- Many were the men who believed that the con-
teft would be fhort—who had feen Great Brl-
tain recede from her former rath a&s, and who
conceived it impoffible that the facred ties of
affetion and the bonds of great dnd reciprocal
interefts would be rent afunder from motives
unfound in their inducements and views faith.
lefs in their profpects : Led on by thefe expec-
tations it invigorated their condu&, trufting,
. that its ferious appearance would effet, what
fupplication had in vain attempted to obtain,

But, oppofed to #his, was the proud power
of a King, whofe fleets and armies had been
habitual in conqueflt; who felt the realms of
Europe his inferiors and defpifed the weaknefs
of his Colonies : the thow of, an hoftile army
was to fettle this controverfy, What! could
it be fuppofed by men converfant in Military

icience,
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{cience, that a band of Militia without the
knowledge of arms, unpradtifed in ths field,
acting almoft at their own dilcretion, and del-
titute of the munitions of war, could ftand an
inftant againft veteran troops difciplined in all
the habits and knowledge which form the fol-
dier, provided with every rcqu;ﬁtc for comfort
or for ation, and led on by officers trained in
Tadics from their infancy? But jjttle did thefe
perfons know, what men infpired by the facred
flame of liberty could do, and foon were thcy
taught, that their calculations, however ¢x-
cellent for Europeans, were falfe when applicd
to Americans,

~ They feemed to have forgotten, thc calamizies
under which America had been fettied, and the
brave efforts the had often made, iu conjunc-
tion with their regular troops. "For erough
had been repeatedly fhewn, in the eftablithment
and defence of the Colonies, to convince the
world, that perfeverance under the greateft
difficultics, and vivid energy in the moft daring
enterprizes, were the peculiar chara&eriftics of
America’s
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America’s Sons—by what combinaticn of cv ents,
without the bolde fpmt and moft inflexible
Yefolution, could America have been peopled
and cultivated under every deprivation of hu-

man happinefs, ? Nay the vigilance neceffary
dgaintt a favage neighbour muft ‘have inter-

rupted even the labou & of our forefathers, and
refidered them precarlous and uncertain:
They were negle@ted by their parent country
and perfecuted By fanatics, what but the molft
intrepid fpirit, and invincible refolutien, could
have borne them out, rendered permanent their
foundatlon, and advanced them to profpen.y P

Itis a circunftance not how to be doubted,
that when our anceftors reached thefe then
wild fhores, they give inconteftible ptoof of
what their pofterity would be—~when their fup-
plies were exhaufted, and themfelves helplefs
wanderefs. in thewildernels of America, it
required no prophetic genius to tell, that fuch
men, whether by neceffity or habit, thus inured
to unfpeakable difficulties, and almoft infur-
mountable dangers, who chofe with the favage,

climes
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climes in their front and the boundlefs ocezh
in [their rear, to perlevere in their zttempt,
whofe only fort was their fortitude and deter-
mination to perifh or to fucceed, and in thefe
great fources to energy and adtivity reared their
progeny that its inheritance would at lealt be
" courage to meet with ardour any invading foe,

~ Blinded by the arrogance of power, Great
Britain fcarcely acknowledged a competitor,
“and difdained our refiftance ; elevated by her
influence and fuccefs, in the command of the
ocean, with armies at her will, and millions in
her Treafury, abounding in every fource of
war, what competition could fhe expect in
‘conflit with her infant colonies? Were not
boafts made on the floor of the Britifh Houfe
ot Commons, that a fingle Regiment couid
'march m triumph throughout our country ?
But the time of trial was at hand, infult aad
‘oppreffion had too deeply wounded the fpirit
of Americans, and roufed their hearts to
adtion, with the fteady temper that refults from
conviltion, they regulated all their proceedings
in
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in the beft manner, that their condition ad-
mitted ¢ they had chofen a Congrefs, whofe ad-
vice was iraplicitly -obeyed, they formed afio-
ciations to know their friends,.and eftablifhed
a correfpondence which rendered intimate their
diftant connections.

In the fisft. experiment, the Britifh officers
found the American militia as brave and fteady
as the veterans of their own army ; at the af-
fair of Lexington, they forced a fuperior num.
ber of Britifh Regulars to retreat to Bofton in_
much lefs time than they had advanced—and
the great battle of Bunkers Hill drew acknow-
ledgements from their oldeft officers, that for
the time the fire was fultained, it was the moft
fevere fervice they bad ever feen. On this
bloody day fell the illuftrious Warren ; his ge-
nerous fpirit had infpired and his glonous ex-
ample led his countrymen to teft the dangers
of battle, and fight hand to hand agamﬁ: Bri.
tith warriors; his blood cemented the union of
his infant country_-hxs fate drew forth the
praxfe of his enemies and the pious grief of his

fellaw-citizens—
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fejlow.cifizens—peace to his afhes, and may
gratitude Ln[hnnc his doom, with an eternal
remembrance, of hxs courage and his vxrtues.

Thefe t:aits of heroifin and the compuliory
retreat of General [fowe from Bofton, {oon
changed the partial opinion long held by moft
of the Americans of the prowefs of Britifh fol
diers—and animated by thefe valorous exploits,
our military ferce began to aflume great refpec-
tabxhty, and attempt the moft danng enter.
prizes.

The intrepidi'y and fufferings, of no men were
ever furpaffed beyond thofc of the lLittle army,
that marched into Canada and almoft fnatched
Quebec from the Crown of Lngland. Succefs
had flattercd them with the reward of conquelt
to the very gates of that city, poflefled of the
good will geneally of the inhabitants, Mont-
gomery hoped to include another province,
among the lift of tho/e, who were refifting Ty-
rzny and Jupporting frcedom, and lead captive
a Britih General and his forces —but fate inter.
ceoted this Patriot’s withes and arrefted hie

- | arduous




13

arduous labours—in the virtues and accom.
plihments that grace civilized man, Mont-
gomery was perfect-; in the noble wicws of the
grandeur of human nature, nn one excelled
him, and in the facrifices and enerpies to {up-
port the divine caufe of liberty, he {tood a
heeo : not domeftic eafe, or opulence reftrained
him a moment from her fervice, but he expired
under her facred banner, and her fons fhall never
forget that gloriows Death confecrated his fame
in the annals of cternity.

During the period fubfequent to the eva-
cuation of Bofton to the anival of General
Howe at Staten-Ifland, every exertion was
madé by the Americans to bring into the field,
as formidable a force as could be colleted, and
at the unfortunate affair of Flat-Bufh, our army
was numerous, well armed and difciplined. On
the 2%th day of June of the fame year, Sir
Peter Parker in fight of this city was taught
by the undaunted Moultrie, to dread the fol.
dicrs of freedom; in their tremendous ven-
gea.ns:e onthe Britith Fleet they crowned them.

{elves
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felves, and their country with illulrious fame,
and removed every doubt and confirmed every
hope of their admiring countrymen.

It was at this epoch that America, by a
fingular a& of unequalled fortune and magna.
nimity, created herfelf a nation. When the
hottile legions of her implacable enemy were
preparing to overwhelm her with an almoift
irrefiltible force, when awful fears and timid
uncertainties were wide {preading throughout
our land, and more than forty thoufand armed
men ready to co-operate with our numerous in-
ternal encmies : The American Congrels, with
~wifdom {carcely human, with fortitude that ex-
alted Ler body above ambition’s brighteft {phere,
folemnly declared our country free and inde-
pendent States, abfolved us from all allegiance
to the Britifh crown and declared our power,
to levy war, conclude peace, contratt alliances,
and eftablifh commerce, and to do all other
alts and'things which independent States, may
of right do.

this
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This glorious declaration, fixed the authori.
ty of cur goverment, and fanctioned all foreign
and domeftic proceedings under its conclufions,
and thence America removed from the obfcurity
of a fatellite ftruck her own orbit in the ref
Plendance of nations. This is the day, fellow.
citizens, whofe 27th Anniverfary we are con.
vened to celebrate s momentous, eventful day—
aufpicious Heaven, who guided the counfels
that brightened our hemifphere with this luftre
of Liberty, who armed the hearts that thielded
and conduéted our magnanimous caufe to peace
and fafety, grant that out pofterity, mayabove
all things prize this boon, and by their lives, i
berty and fortune fzvear as did their forefathers,
to maintain, proteét, and defend it.

~ The events and diltreffes of war muft be un.
known and are incalculable to thofe, who
want the experience of fuffering them. The
American army but lately numercus, well ac-
coutred, and in good orler, now dwindled
from defeats, lofles, and the expirations of
their time of fervice, into 2 mere handful of
rien,
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men, who could not Gpp’of‘” a ftrong and vice
torious enemy—the vale of mifery appeared
now to be the only alternative for the defpond-
ing Americans, and the yoke of flavery, feem.

ed to be preparing for their almoft bending
necks—amid this gleom of defpair, in tlns
hour of hotror ftruck-fate, the {oul of the im-
mortal Wathington unfolded itfe f fuperior to
all his former great atchievments—his mind
bent on the [alvation of his country’s fre.dom
forfook every other thought ; no private hap-«
pmefs, no private intereft for one moment
lulled his attention ; in Aim ambition flept, pa-
triotifim glowed, and the deftinjes of his coun-
try durmg the whirlwind of war, repofed calm-
ly in his arms. Defeats, difaftrous campalgno,
eventuated in ‘glory to him. ‘though driven
from the field, and his few fellow foldiers in
their own land fuﬁ'f’rmg from the dreadful in.
clemency of a torturing winter and with fcarcely y
a neceflary of lile. Yet they adbered to their
beloved General, his condu& was a leflon to
the werld, and it fhould ever be remembered
that magnanimity fuflering in misfortune com-

mands
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tands the admiration, and in a great caufe,
fixes the affettion of thofe who are embarked
in the fame enterprife? Military {kill, would
alone have been an ufelefs art to Wathington ;
it was his influence over the hearts of his fol-
diers that faved his country : for tell nic when
the world has produced greater ‘magnanimity,
under the influence of truth only, than the Ame.
rican army invariably exhibited? No ‘kope of
conqueft, no luft of power, no wild enthufiafm
led them a momeni—=but ‘dignified with the
-hope of eftablithing Freedom and equal rights
throughout their land, they fought agairnft and
fuffered from a foe, with whofe fuperiority their
ftrength and knowledge bore mo comparifon,
and under circamftances that to be told would
now, look like the horrid vifions of a Clm-
merian’s dreams

Thus fituated, ho one ‘could expe& an en-
terprize fhould be attempted ; yet the eagle eye
o. Wathington faw an advantage and he £rezw
the necefiity of improving it. As the bright
orb of day, with the fight of a friendly fhore,

G . chears
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chiears fome midnight, thipwrecked, wretched

erew, fo did great Wafhington by his gallant
aions, now illuftrate to his difmayed country.
men that, their valour under him would be the

fhore of their falvation. When his enemy beliey-
ed him paralyfed, and that a fhort period would
put him, his army and our country into their
hands, he fmote them at Trenton and by his
mafterly manceuvres, with a few brave followers
completely out-generalled a vaftly fuperior
army and forced them to feek fhelter within
their own lines ; thus reviving the drooping
fpirits of his fellow-citizens, at a moft cntical
and awful period, and ftrengthening his means
for future operations. '

From this time, except the battle of Brandy.
wine and the capture of Philadelphia, no im-
portant affair between thefe contending armies
took place which did not terminate fuccefstully
to the Americans, and ene among them which
reared America’s name even in haughty Furope.
Gates, thy country’s avenger, who taught the

fons of the foreft to vindicate -America’s rights
and
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and brought Briton’s great champion, Burgoyne,
and his royal army of favages, mercenaries
and flaves, to fue to thee for mercy—invertible
Fancy could not have figured thy glory, nor
Great-Britain, proud fpot, pregnant with for-
tune concecive, that thy arm was to render
abortive, her promifed tyrant 'tnumph over
our young world. '\

The fuccefs of the Britith arms in the
Southern States is well known to us all—many
who are now prefent, remember their dreadful
effets 5 but as had-happened in the Faftern
and middle States, fortune at length proved
unfavorable to them. In no part of the territory
of the United States did the war affume a more
favage afpe&t, or was more terrible and un.
ceafing than in South-Carolina: the Britifh never
were at any one time, without an armed enemy
within its limits, and the brave Sumter and
enterprifing Marion kept them perpetually
alarmed ; bu# when Green arrived—a fingle
campaign of this illuftrious commander, was
fufficient to drive a greatly fuperior and wed

appointed,
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appointed Britifh army, out of the field and
under the fheiter of a garrifon, In the fame
glorious year, America’s great chief with the
generous aid of our magnanimous ally ; by the
capture- of DBritain’s beft General, and the
whole of his army, fixed beyond all {uture
conteft the independence of his country.

In this long, terrible, and bloody firuggle,
not alone for glory but for the happinels and
profperity of millions and of ages— What
Heroes arole ! What gallant exploits were per-
formed ? As the celeftial arch is fpangled o’er
with refulgent ftars, fo did America fplendidly
Ibine, where e'er darknefs and terror approach.
ed her climes. But how many of thefe great
dead have we now to mourn ? How few of thofe
illuftrious areliving to revere. At the battle
of Stono, at Savannah, at the ficge of Charlef-
ton., at the two battles of Camden, at Guilford
and Eutaw, America faw her warrior {fons with
their dying breath, fupplicating heaven to de-
fend and help their countrv. In every field
where the tyrant’s ruthlefs balls, his blooded

bayonets
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bayonets or his dragoon arms, laid, Liberty, thy.
fon’s heads low, there forrow dwelt, and Godiike
Virtue through Fame’s broad Trump, echoed,
the Univerfe around, with loud applaufe.

- Aftonithing as the perfeverance and atchieve.
ments of America’s fons appeared, no luftre
of their’s outthone the brilliancy of her fair
daughters, they healed-the wounded, they en-
couraged the brave ; as conftant to her caufe,
as beauty is to excellence, fo did thefe, her
Jendefz. Children, adhere to her, through every
trouble and diftrefs. Their heaven born
fmiles glowed in her fortune; their placid
firmnefs, ftood ferene and nxed, in her adverfi-
ty. No viftor’s arms embraced their lovely
hearts—fhrouded in their country’s grief aloof
they ftood, till fair Liberty wi@orious ufhered in
the triumphant return of her fons, to beatify
in the Elyfium of their charms.

It was when oppreifion’s iron hand had
found fhe could not rule over liberty's foil—
that majefty pleafed to ceafe its murders and
fay its ravages in our forlorn land-~confenting

to
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to. give what fhe could not withhold, Great
Britain after a civil war, in which through
eight long years a/l that human nature could:
endure, was fuffered, in which no facrifice but.
our breath remained to be made—She nego-
tiated and heavenly peace flew to our longing
fhorés. America who before the Revolution,

was fcarcely confcious of power, except as to
its moft bencficent effects; was rapidly hurled
before fhe ought to have expeted, much lefs
be prepared, into tie abyls of favage war—ifhe
had never fcen or felt the progreflive advances
to power, her infancy had not even elapxed

when like Hercules the had to ﬁruogle in her!
-~ cradle witha /Z’rpenf This gave her temper 2
tone of revenge, which her age at peace could,
not readily moderate. |

Whlle a caufe had exx&ed whxch drcw to xts
focus every ray of her energies, her mind was
employed: and no other obje& interrupted her
toils ; but when that caufe ceafed, fhe negligent.
ly reclined on the bofom of eafe, without im=
mediately perceiving that a flate of national

tranthty
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tranquility as well requires; order and govern.
m-nt, to avoid the dargers of anarchy, as
that of war, the ufe of every facully to ayert
its overwhelming eveuts. ‘Ihe confederation,
“which fcarce had ufed any oiher authority,
than what was requxﬁte to incre:fe and fupport
our refiftance againft the enemy, eafily regulat.
ed our conduét towards the attainment of our
principal objefts, which, every other freeman,
was equally defirous as themfelves to obtain—
shey found no dlfﬁculty in umtmg and direCting
the whole force of the States, in ftru iggling for
thelr liberty and defendl‘,g their property ; but
Awhen the fovereignty, and the interefts of the
States became without a fuperxor concentrating
~ principle, entangled with their authority, they
doon perceived, under the order of the govera-
ment, the 1mpoﬂ'1b1hty of controuling theS tates,
or of I procurmg the legular fupplies, which
the exigencies of the union required ; much
1e£s to meet the demands mcurrcd by the War.
Wlth their power afloat, and the general opi-
pion that we had gamed what we fought for,
an.d the govemmem which carried us through
the
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the Revolution would be fufficient to condu
us in times of peace, a fupine confidence and
general inattention to our political condition,
was about to introduce a2 more formidable foe
among us, than the vengeance of the Britith
throne.

For our relaxations and negligence had al-
teady proved, that as a nation we could not
exilt, without colle@ing our falutary efficient
powers, in a more clofe union, by which, the
accumulated wifdom, Interefts and force of the
States, would be uniformly diplayed in alf
their corroborative effe€ts. Tt was then, Ame-
rica again exhibited to the world, a more mag-
nanimous condudt. than tradition or record had
placed on the annals of time—ifhe colle&ted
‘from among the firft Statefmeén, who had plan-
ned, and the heroes who had fought the bat-
tles, of her Revolution, thofe whofe political
knowledge and fplendid talents, had gained
their country’s confidence, in their integrity
and wifdom, and dire&ed them to convene in
her metropolis: There to deliberate on the

moft
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tholt folemn, of all ozcafions, the formatisn
of agovernment for tlicir country.

When we contemplate the fources and effeds
of power, the manner in which it has been ob-
tained and how it has been ufed, furely no
earthly fubje®, can be fo impertant to man.
Whatever 1s exalted, whatever is valuable,
whatever is worthy our acceptance or pref:rva-
tion, or, tends to make man great or happy,
worthlels or miferable, comes under this meft
important confideration. Cherith then, my
fellow.citizens, hold to your hearts, with the'
fondnefs and fincerity that vou embrace your
own offspring, the refult of the labours of thefe
your wifeft men—=the Confitution of th. United
States—for it blends power with political
happinefs and mercy, in a more beautiful arnd
illuftrious form, than the cuftoms, laws and
regulations of any other nation on earth ; and
will, whileitis inviolably preferved, fecurc to
you, and to your pofterity, every blefling that
can be derived from human pewers. If the

temple of wifdom could have been approactied,
D and
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‘and the petition of guardianthip, had been laid
on her altar, by innocent, youthful America,
{o far as mortal ken can afcend, no other, or
better bebeft could in her utmoft benevolence
have been beftowed, or delerved with ‘more
awful reverence to have been received. The
mortal frame of mar, that omnifcient work,
however vyouthful, ftrong or beautiful, muft
wax in years and decay: The attacks of the
king of terrors muft at length prevail ; but this
fabric rightly looks, for endur:nce with the
land over which its wholefome precepts are
fpread, and while fuffered to opcrate unimpair-
ed by mad ambition, muft give peace, fafety,
and happinefs to our nation.

In what other ftate on earth, isthe authority
of power given, to form a more perfeét union
of fociety. eftablifh juftice, infure domeftic
tranquility, provide for the common defence,
promote the general welfare, and fecure the
bleflings of liberty to themfelves and to their
pofterity ¢ Fellow-citizens, what other objeéts
rightly belong to government ? If during the

rude
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xrude ages of barbarifm, when conqueft yoked.
- mankind in {flavery and ignorance, defpotifm
prevailed, and under that{antion fome nations
yet are ruled, how rejoiced fhould we be to
know, that liberty founded, reafon regulated,
and the experience of the world, is, as it were,
divinely loaned to us—by which to conduét our
public affairs. |

Search the earth befide, and afk thofe of
every nation who rule —whence is your. right
to govern? And they muft trace their authori-
ty to fome Cazfar, fome William or fome Ta~.
_merlane, whof: fwords erected their thrones—
Is this our 1ituation ? Or is there a neceflity to
fupport our laws, by the means which fecure
obedience to a tyrant’s will—No! Fellow-citi.
zens, no tyrant can reign here one moment,
no man cloathed with your confidence, dare
infult or injure one of us—it is your power
that beftows, it is your power that deprives,
any and every man, of the rizht to d {pofe f
a cent of your property, or an inftant of your
pemnal fervice. Behold the moft fudlime

fpedace
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ipectacle on this Globe! The fovereignty of
your country refting on yourlcives, and fee, fate
has committed to your own charge, the prefer-
vation and defence, of all, that can be dear
to man. Wafhington! name of immortality,
who drew thy fword, not for veangeance but
for thy country’s rights—who through war’s
daring tempelts wielded her mind to follow
thee, that for ever juftice ard order might calm.
iy dwell in thy native land ; whofe exampie led
the good and ferced the unwilling ; who at thy
country’s call again obeyed, and with the
reins of legitimate power, conduéted her in
peace and fafety through foreign perils and do-
meflic broils :=—3Sacred fhade! from the abodes of
Llifs fuffer thy celeftial fpirit, oh! in pity, to
look down on thy beloved country, and for her
happinefs and her honor, awe the damon of
dilcord to fhame. |

Adams! who in council, wife and undifmay-
ed in days of yore, wio yielded tc thy country
iiany a lofty good ; to thee too, for this, now let
nopeappeal. Thou aidft faye thy country fromthe

verge
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verge of deftruion, and lightly may mifthap
fall on thy aged brow. Many, many may be
thy happy days, and long thy well earncd
laurels, flourifh on thy venerable head.

Thy foul, Jefferfon ! which amid furrounding
perils, breathed thy country s will, and ufhered
the new bern world’s voice to fore:gn fhores,
heaven has preferved, tc confirm to man, the
felicity of governing himfeif—thy maxims of
policy in conduting our foreign relations ; thy
precepts of juftice and ceconomy in adminifter-
ing our internal interefts give to mankind this
leflon of facred truth, that the™peace and prof-
perity of a nation of Republicans is perfetly
confiftent with the welfare and happinefs of
of every individual, whatever his religion or
condition who inhabits it. Say, fellow-citizens,
what blood, under his aufpices, hath defiled
the fnow white robes of celeftial peace? whofe
happinefs has been impaired, whofe property
burdened ? It is he who by his illuftrious con-
dudt, prompts each patriot breaft to a more
pelfe& union of the ftates, to eftablifh juftice,

infure
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infure domeftic tranquility, provide for the
common defence, promote the general welfare,
and fecure the blcflings of liberty to ourfelves and
to our pofterity : fhould we not then, fellow-
citizens, befeech heaven, to guard, blels and
preferve him ? o

Go, happy independent American—and if
like a youth in the bloom of health, you know.
not how to eftimate what you enjoy; go, feek
Afia’s rich and wide domain from Golconda’s
mines to Perfia’s luxurious Court ; go ﬂudy
the condition of man—a tyrant or flave is all
that you #here fhall find. Reach Afric’s
dreary wilds, and traverfe Nubia’s defert land.
touch on Barbary s coafts and afcend the 1able
Mountain’s top. 'l hroughout nature feems to
have degraded man by paflion, or by habit—
power there reigns without law, and he whofe.
mufcles combine the greatell ftrength, like his
fcllow Lion, rules. Depart to Furope’s climes,
where luxury in profufion abounds—where
every fenfe that diguifies or difgraces man,
meets its moft tempting objeds. Go, fwill

thy
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thy fenfes with its moft enchanting delights to
fatiety and until no joy is left to repeat.  l'hen
calmly look around—if the infolence of rank
has opprefled you—American appeal to their
tribunals for relief.  Go leain the cuftoms of
their boafted Fmpires of wildom and of riches,
difcover where power is fixed, or what is royal
influence—~return then to your native land, and
compire what you thence have feen, with what
you here poflefs ; with tranfports of gratitude
you will kneel to heaven, and joyfully thank the
Almighty -Father of the Univerfe for the pe-
culiar bleffings that, in his divine mercy, he
has beftowed on Independent America. For-
ever, Oh! Great proteCtor of the hofts of
worlds, may they continue,

FINIS




