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AT a meetiag of the Stancing Committee of the Washington
Bznevolsnt Society of the town of Xcene, on the 9th day of July,
1813

Voted, That their Vice President, Mr. PrExrIsSs, present their
thanksto Mr Cooxe, for his Oration on Monday last je—cxpress
their satisfaction with the energetic marner in which it was de.
livered ; and their approbation of the independent sentiments it
contained : and believing that the diffusion of such sentiments
would be productive of the most salutaryv effccts, in enlightening
our fellow.citizens, the Cominittee request a copy for publica~
tion, ' Attest, A. Capy, Secretary,

SIR

EvERyY intention of doing goud has no: always the 'rewarf"ﬁr A
immediate approbation. Picase to tender my grateful acknowi- .
edgments to the Standing Committee of our Society for the Aat-
tering expression of their approbatien. The copy which yo do
me the honor to request, though hastily prepared amidst varfous
other dutics and avocalions, is submitted to their disposal.

PHINEHAS COOKE.
Mr. Jory PrexTISS, V. P,



AN ORATION.

THE birth-day of our Country once more returns.
How does the thirty-seventh Anuiversary find us?  In.
dependent ? Yes. Prosperous ! No. In the ussession
of liberty ? Yes. United ? No. National honor and
glory retrograde, or progressive ! Retrograde. Pubiic
saith, public virtui:, and public credit, rising or falling ¢
Falhng——dpproachmg to insolvency. Such are the difter-
ent shades which compose the picture that I am reluctant-
ly called to exhibit to you this day.

Variable and fluctuating are the things which ure seen
and temporal.  Asin the fortune of an individual, so in
that of a nation, every thing is suh_]cct to vicissitude and
change. On no anniversary morn since our National ¢x
istence was first announced, has the sun arose with such
doubtful splendor, or thrown such tremulous rays over
the plains of America, as on the present. But why re-
proach the sun? and accuse him of veiling his usual ma-
jesty, and of shutting his glories in for fear they would
fall on creatures unworthy their influence ? It is not
heaven, but earth that is in fault.  Every object in crea-
tion performs its incumbent duty, but man.  While all
things here beloware turmoil and confusion in conscqueice
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of man’s inquietude, harmony dwells among the spheres.
"The sun observes his risings, aud his settings—the moenn,
her waxing and her waning —comects, their approaches
and recedings—stars, their fixedness and revolutions—
while man, unstable as water, and variable as air, has no
fixed place, no decisive character.  Allow him to rcvel on
all the sweei of paradise,save one,he is discontented until
that also is tasted.  Settle him on some exalted eminence
which averiooks all others but o..2, he is restless until that
is climbed, and no intervening obstacle opposes his ava-
ricious view. Place within his grasp the sceptre of a
kingdom, he wields it with restless ambition, so long as
another kingdom appears beyond his immediate control.
Thus his desires extend until limited by universal con-
quest. Then, as on the margin of creation, he sits, and
weeps for the paucity of worlds.

This being the nature of man, in what part of the wnrld
shall we find him most worthily supporting thie exalted
rank he holds in the scale of existence 7 Should we vicw
him groping beneath the chilling influcnce of polar skics,
we shculd hardly be willing to acknowledge him a co.
partner in the dignity derived from ouwr comrmon parent.

Should we transier our observation to the burining line,
and there see him breathing nothing but equincctial air,
we should find his mental powers enervated by luxury,
and softened by sensuality. :

Bat there is something that has more influence in es.
tablishing the human character than climate, vz » civil go.
vernment.

Order, we are told, ¢¢ was heaven’s first law.”” It was
erder, that circumscribed the limits of the material world ;
it was order, that marshalled every star ; and it is osder,
that must limit the desires of man.

Without characterising the different forms of govern.
ment which now exist, and have existed since the first or-
ganizaticn of society, we may venture to proncunce that
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form the best, under which its sul:jects enjoy the most ra-
tional hberty, pms')entv and l*ap niness, aud which is mar-
ked with certain {eatures which insure permanency. For
what is that liberty good for, which is constantly liable to
become the prey of faction 3 and what dloes that happincss
ipsure which is onlv cplumeral > The makers of any forin
of government must have a peculiar regard to the “habits
ancd manners of these intended to be geverned.,  Closet
politicians mav weave in vain their fine-spun theories, but
the garment itself, if worn at all, must be worn by corrupt

wman nature.  Hence the arm oi cvery government must
abound just so much in strength, as the community are
lacking in virtue,

Ovur form of government cont“mplages for its subjects,
if they may be e “alled stch, a virtuous, and well informed
cominunity,  Liberty never basked in freer air, than
that whick our Rey ublican svstem breathes  The pros-
perity which has Litherto attended it, evidences to the
world, that under irs beniga influence, we have sooner ar-
rived te a degree of mdcpt-.ndwce and strength, unparal.
leled in the bistory of nations.  T'his reminds us of the
rratitude due to those who, under heaven, atchieved aur
precious privileges, and worn our dear-bought blessings.

On a day like this, it would be base, and our hearts
would be stained with the blackest ingratitude, did we not
throw open the temple of fame, and take dnothcr lingering
look on the departed worthies of our revelution. }uwh
m the vaulted arch, pre-eminently raiscd. sits WASIL.
INGTON, on a piliar more durable than brass—imper.
ishable as time——wearing on his breast this inscription—
THE FATHER OF HIS COUNTRY—THE FRIEND OF MAN.
Oaeither Land a host of compatriots, decorated with im-
mortal wreathes, plucked from the never-fading liurel.
An assemblage of mammn‘mn} which Rome and Giecer
would kave deli ighted to honor.  There dwell many of
those who feuzht the battles of vur country,who subdued



6 ORATION.

herenemies, and who saw her ind-pendent.  There hang
the trophies of victory won in other wars.  T'here dwell
the sons of freedom—the chieftains of valor-—the oftspring
of lberty.

But Ict us cluse the temple of American honor, lest the
Yather of his Country should see the degeneracy of his
children. For fear he should see that country, which,
when be lett, was rapidly rising to glory and strength—
¢ qow shorn of its beams”—and as rapidly sinking into
disgrace and contempt. Metbinks I see his immortal spir.
it hending from its chrystal abode, and weeping over the
tustability of human greatuess.  Well may he weep, and
well may every son and daughter of Columbia weep ; for
the beauty of America ¢ is slain—is slain upon our high
places.”” A new political era has commeuced since the
days of Washington—a new sect of patriots have arisen ;
and novel systems,novel Laws, and niovel proceedings mark
the features of the present day.

‘The good or bad quality of any public act is best
known by the effect it has on the community. Observ-
ing this, then, surely will be the most caudid way of
judging the merits of the Federal and Democratic Admin-
istrations.  "That the views of the Washington and Jeffer-
son administrations were very different, will be acknoiwl.
cdged by the candid of all partics.  The former was a
fiiend, the fatrer, an cvemy to commerce. The former,
an advocate for an active, cffective navy 3 the Jeter, for a
tresh-water-gun-bout system of defence.  The former, a-
voided war with all nativns—preserved an honorable neu-
trality amidsts the convulsions of Europe ; the Jauzer, has
apparently sought for war with the very nation with which
1t is most for our interest, in every point of view, to be at
peace.  With respect to the first, Commerce :—when the
debate was held 10 Congress, respecting the Impose- Bill,
‘Mr._ Madison, then a Re‘;?resentative,. made use of the fol.
towing argnment @ 1f it be expedient for America t2
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have vesscls employed in commerce az all, it wili be prop-
er that she have enough to answer all the purposes inrcnd.
ed ; to form a school for scamen ; to lay the {oundaticn
of a navy ; and to be able to support it against the inter-
ference of foreigners.” [t ought to be remembered, that
in a very shorttime afterwards, this same Mr. Mudison
and his party, exclaimed and filled the country with indig.
nation against a nevel armament : nay, made it a crimin-
al charge against the Federal Admiuistration, that it had
laid the foundation of a navy. Knowing that an extensive
commerce would need the protecting shicid of a pavy ; by
opposing the laster, Mr. Madisen cvidently discovered
his hatred to the former.

I think fair experiment will uphold us in saying, If we
have any wealth— if we have any public credit—if we
have any thing, which gives us a respectable standing a.
mong the nations of the earth, it is in consequence of a
long, uninterrupted, active commerce. It has contribu-
ted more than any thing else, to our present aggrandize-
ment. It has becn the brightest link in the chain of our
national prosperity.” It has nerved the arm of industry—
brightened the share of agriculture—put in motion the
wheels of our manufactures, and becen the patroness of thc

arts.

The effects of the late restrictions on commerce, I need
not mention. They are read in the many baokruptcies,
with which our public papers have abcunded of late—
they are depicted in the countenances of many a child of
waat, who, to avoid the lingering death of famine, have
by entering our armies, preferred that of the sword. In
fine, there is not a log-hut behind the mountain, but in a
greater or less degree, has felt the paralizing shock. It
has dried up the streams of our revetue, and parched cven
the jaws of our national treasury.

Respecting a Navy—the time has now arrived, and late
trausactions clearly show, which of the two parties had
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the future interest of their country most at heart, thocs
who advocated, or those who opposed a naval armament.

The last time WasHINGTON met the National Legis-
lature, Dec. 7Tth, 1796, he recommends to thesy, among
other measures, in which their Independence, honor, and
prosperity were materially concerned, the gradual creation
of a Navy. * Toan active external commerce (he ob.
serves) a naval force is indispensable.  T'his is manifest
with regard to wars, in which a State is itself a party.—
But besides this, itis in our experience, that the most
sincere neutrality is not sufficient to guard against the de.
predations of nations at war. To secure respect to a neu-
tral flag, requires a naval force organized, and ready to
vindicate it from insult and aggression.  This may pre-
vent the necessity of going to war, by discouraging bellig-
erents from committing such violations of the rights of
neutrals, as may first or last leave no other alternative but
war,”’

I leave it toothers to judge, what protection our com.
merce has received trom ‘~un-Beats, and what support
they afford a nation, towards making its neutrality respect-
ed. The time has actually arrived to try the operation of
this new species of defence. 'What have they done? or
if their peculiar property is defence, what have they pre- .
vented the enemy from doing ? I challenge the most en.
thusiastic admirer of this terrapin policy, to shew me a
single instance of naval atchicvement, in any degree ade-
quate to the pompous predictions of their visionary pro-
jector.

Where then redounds the honor of this projection { or
rather, where lights the disgrace? ‘The number of these
Gun-Boats is nearly two hundred ; some of . which cost
not far from ten thousand dollars, How many frigares of
the first or second size, the money expended on these
gun.boats, would have built, I am unable to state. But
supposing they would have built but one 74 ; what sez-
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r>an, but would sooner take his chance aboard of her to
«coucter an enemy, than to avail himself ot the whole of
the Jeffersonian policy of naval defence? Our litile navy,
soall tn vutabers, but great in vador and success, shews
what michit be done, had it been gradually increasing from
rhe days of WasuiNnGgion down to the present time.—
Our ears would net then have been so often filled with vio-
lated rights on the occan; nor our gallant "Tars,overluoked,
and insulted by a proud, over-bearing nation.  'We should
not have then to explore the wilds of Upper Canada, to
avenge injuries dune us on the Atlantic, nor with back-
woods.men fight neutral rights into respect, five hundred
miles from the element where they were violated.

On the subject of involving this nation in an offensive
war, very different ideas were entertained by the preseat
and former admiuistrations, as the history of the last twen.
t;-four years plainly shew.

Scarcely bad our revolutionary tumult ceased, when ma-
niac France began her broils in Europe. Restless as the
waring elements, she not even knows the blessings of a
‘temporary peace. A claim was soon laid on Wasning-
toN, founded on past favors, to unite with her in her san-
guinary contests ; or in other words, to throw aside our
ncutrality, and prefer her friendship, even at the expence
of the enmity of the world, But our illustrious W asu-
iNcTON, whose eye could penetrate even the mazy laby.
rinth of French diplomacy, avoided the destructive em-
brace. Itis well known to many present, that Wasu.
iNGTON on this occasion received the reproaches of the
friends of France in this country, and was accused of the
basest ingratitude towards his august allv.

At the head of these Frenchified Americans, stood no
less a personage, than Mr. T——1] , performing in
the eyes of the United States, the important office of sec.-
retary of State ; playing in the eyes of France, a very dif.
ferent part. < Whether the morals of that gentleman

B
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were by original nature, or early institution, of that crook.
ed kind, or whether he sucker! ia his improvement from
the exuberant bosom of that rother of all mischief, t/e
Sacodin club of Paris, those who knew him in his earlv
days can best tell ;  but so it certaiuly is, that accurdmg
to the ieading maxim of the party, of which he has at
once been the head and heart, viz. the end justifies the
means, that party and their leaders, have left no mezus un-
tried to make the people of this Lonntr) wage perpctual
war with Great Britain. It will forever remain a historic-
al picture of the blackest and most disgracctul kind, Mr.
T J lending his hand to draw the Declaration of
Independence, and thercbv plighting in the face of heaven,
and the world, the faith of his country and himself, to the
observance of equal justice to Britain as to all other na-
tions, and then like another Hanuibal, laving that very
hand upon the Altar, and swearing by all his Gods, eter-
nal enmity to that country.”

But while Washington lived, our polmcal bark rode
the storm. The interest of that countrv, for whose sal-
vation he spent so many wearisome days and anxious
nights, lay nearer his heart. than the visionary schemes of
ambiticus France. He knew whr‘r duty lay. He knew
an honest, gencrous friend woull never expecta favor to
be returned, when it should cost the happiness, and even
the life of him, on whom it was couferred.

But these days of National quietude and rest are gone,
Taey are descended into the grave,and are entombed with
their departed friend and advocute.

As when sober twilight throws her faint glimmerings
over the fuded cloud ; so darts the painful remembrance
of lormer days, on us. ¢ "..:te the memory of past joys,
pleasing, but mournful to the scul.”

The leag projected planis at last consummated. ¢ The
destinies cf these United States have begun to develope
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themselves.”  Enough at last has been feund in our
country, to favor the views of the great Destrover, who
has made Europe an aceldama, a charnelhouse of death ;
and who this moment, is mingling his smules with kind.
red demons, at the bloody contest in which we are en.
gaged.

%
P
?

Disciples of Washington ! I stund not in this temple cf
the Most High, to influme your passions.  Diflvrent lan.
guage is wont to become this house. I read in the coun-
tenances of this large and respected anditory, different ex-
pectations, I see in the face of this assembly, a joy sha-
ded with sorrow ; a Lght. blended with darkness. I sce
before me, the saying of the wise man verified—¢ in the
day of prosperity, rejoice ; but ia the day of adversity,
consider,”

“ Hung be the Heavens in black,” and let inanimate
nature weep 3 for we are the last nation, denominated
christian, who have voluntarily jlunged ourselves in war.
But aflictions spring not from the dust ; neither do trou-
bles rise by chance.  Every consequent has its antece-
dent ; each effece, its cause.  If this war was declared
more to favor the views ot the great Nupoleon, than to a-
venge our country’s wrongs, and should the Conrinental
System finally prevail, you may now read your destiny on
the grave-stones of departed Republics.  Go, and in ima-
gination, turn the leaves of future history, and there read
the counterpart of Greece and Rome.  There, side by
side, vou will sece the two urns standing, which contain
the ashes of the ancient and modern Republics.,

But amidst all these evil forebodings, there gleams yet
a hope. From the shores of the Baltic a murmur i» heard,
and eastern gales have wafted it to our joyful ears. Ou
the plains of Russia, the foe of liberty, the tyger of man-
kind, the Apollyon of the human race, has been discom-
fited. This magnanimous nation, under heaven, have ap-
parenitly broke the yoke which was preparing for the whole
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human race. They have struck a blow which has re.
sounded even to these western shores.

With peculiar propriety, has the Emperor of Russia
been styled, ¢ ALEXANDER, 1 JELIVERER.” He
has delivered Continental Kurope from her late agonizing
taroes, and freed the world from 1mmediate bondage —_—
Dreeply interested as we are, in the fate of every independ-
ent nation, let us rejoice this day that Russia is free.  One
of the noblest productions of a pious heart. is sympathy.
T o rejoice with those that rejoice, and to weep with them
that weep.  One of the greatest incitements we have this
day, to rejoice, is, that Russia is FrEE, that Russia is pow-
ERFUL, that she has become t e chastiser of the scourge
of Kurope. The awful cc asequences probably resulting
to mankind, had Russia fell in her late glorious struggle,
are too numerous now to be mentioned. Had she been
subdued, and her immense wealth thrown into the jaws of
the all-devouring Scylla, England, though she would have
done ¢¢ all that mortal man could do,” would not have
been able to escape the yawning gulph. Great Britain ;
once subdued-—and the few remaining sparks of independ- |
ence, in Spain and Portugal extinguished—then, O Amer-.
ica ! would come the day, the solemn day, already fore-
told by many political prophets, when you would be sum-
moned to lay your Independence on the same funeral pyre
of other nations, and the smoke of our torments would
ascend up together. But a kind Providence seems to
have interspersed the gloomy prospect, with a ray of light.

Will any one forbid us to rejoice, that the counterpoise
of Europe is in some measure preserved ? Can there be §
found a person who breathes the air of FREEDOM, but
congratulates Russia on her escape? Yes, O my coux-
TRY ! there are men in the midst of thee, who, while
they suck the breast of Liberty, and inhale the pure air of
Freedom, are secretly wishing success to the Emperor of
France—who would rejoice to have seen Russia admitted
into the school of slaverv. These are the men who pre-
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tend to be the exclusive friends of their cou ntry—the gren-
uine Republicans of the age—foremost in their clamours
for exterminatiag England, and thus open the way to the
arms of their beloved Master.

“ Whatever might be the views of the authors of the pre-
seiit war, it was so timed, as to have the effect of direct and
no inconsiderable cooperation with France. ‘T'he war of
the U. 8. against Britain was declared June 18, 1812
that of France against Russia, Julv 3d, only fifteen days
later. It threw this country into the scale of the universal
enem_v——it made common cause between us and him, in
his attack on the only remaining pewer on the Continent of
Europe—a power too with which we were in amity. By
producing an additional pressure on the commerce of K1 ng-
land, and rendering considerable force necessary here, it
tended to dlmnush, in no inconsiderable deygree, her efforts
in the North of -Furope, as well as the South ; and that
diminution was, in the same degree, a loss to Russia.

“ It was the act of a man, who seemg another about to
be set upon by a robber and assassin, chooses that moment
to attack, under the pretext of some trivial dispute, a third
person, going to the aid of the intended victim. It was
worse. It was aiding by these indirect, but efficacious
means, the most efficacious in cur power,in the destruction
of this victim, while we professed to be his friend ; and
when by his fall, the hand of the murderer would be render-
ed irresistibly strong for our own destruction.”*

This was the situation cf Russia at the commencement
of our prescnt war.

Thaunks be to the Disposer of cvents, to Hiu whois
Mighty to save, thata brighter p rospect gleams on us, than
at that eventful perind.  QOur minds have been relieved cf
part of their burden, viz. {orcign fears.  Our principel
troubles are now of domestic growth : Yet they are such
as daily bring ruin to cur doors. 1 sicken,when I read the
weekly tales of our misfortunes. Evary western gale that

* R. G Harper'saldress at the Russian C:f:b.—::im. in Georgorewn, €t
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salutes the car, is filled with some fresh disastrous tale of
woe. We have had wars in other times,when we dared in.
voke the aid of heaven in our cause, But it would be im-
picty in our presenc conflict,

1t i1s often sounded in our ears by office-seekers, and
their menials, that the causes which led to the present war
were the same, ot as pressing, as those which produced
our revolutionary struggle. This is an assertion, which
the common sense of the common people of this coun-
try, have long siace refuted.  Was it a real, or bastard
patriotism, which inspired the armies of our revolution,
when our rauks were fiiled with men, who had something
near and dear to protect 2 Cast your eyes on our present
army, and see what composes it.  Are ey the owners of
the soil ? Have they domestic aitars, and fire-sides to de-
fend ! I belicve this can hardlv be said, even of all their
officers, Like the ancient heathens, thev carry all their
houschold.gods with them, and on them only they seem
to rely for protection,

We have of late beentold bv our chief Magistrate,
¢ that in our pie.znt war, we have thus far been success.
ful.”?  After the style of his compeei Napoleon, who, in
the midst of the climate of Russia, hunted by Cossacks
(b? every side, “ enjeyed the delightful days of Fontaine.-

veau.”?

But such is the infatuation of the times in which we
live, that Executive recommendation, and assertion are

by many, greedily swallowed, without reflection, and
without comment.

My countrymen ! I blush for the degeneracy of the
age—For the land of my fathers—for the wane of Ameri.-
can Glory. For here my friends and kindred dwelt.
Here, in other days, lived WASHINGTON, the great,
and the good: and lere remains his sepulchre to this
day, ¢ and not a stone tells where he lies.” Here, too,
Frankxrin was born, and heee rests his remains. Im-
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mortal sage ! The elements were at times. thy minister-
ing servants. Hark! A sigh is heard in the western
brecze ; it comes from the Gemus of Columbia, voeep-
ing over the grave of Hasxrrio~x. Ustortunate Paun-
riot ! Thou was shamefully cut off in the midst of thy
days! On thee should have descended the armour of
Washington ! Thou should have preserved the diadem
of American glory !

But alas ! An inconsiderate flash, which the baser part
of the world are pleased to call courage, deprived thee of
an honorable death, and thy country of its future prop *

Slowly dies on our ears the sound of the funeral knell,
struck for the departed AMEs. He, too, is gone to the
sepulchre of his fathers, and left a widowed country tu
mourn the loss of her greatest political prophet.

Is it possible, that the glory of America, in the short
space of thirty-seven years, has passed its Zenith? Have
the worthy Heroes of our Revolution, who have departed
from the great theatre of astion, left behind them no rep-
resentatives ? None to retrace their hallowed steps § Has
the parriatic race become extinct ? No.  There is yet a
goodly number, and that number is increasing, who are
the real disciples of Washington—who are no mongrel
breed—no illigitimate race.

Methinks I see many in this assembly, who have never
yet forsaken their first love—who, by 1he blescing of God,
centinue to this day—who, in other times, were no stran-
gers to the ¢¢ tented field.”

My veteran friends ! Other men now fight our battles.
or rather their own.  The laurels of modern times are

L

* The writer needs not be informed, that General HasiLron's
moral character, was exceptienable. But that WasHiNGTON cone-
sidered him a pre-eminent Statesman, and the most suitable person
to command the armies 2f this country, none will deny ; who wili
be at the trouble to have reecourse to Washington’s letters, public
s well as private.
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‘ plﬁcked by the hands of other heroes. I wish I codld pre-

sent yon this day a cup of joy, unmingled with sorfow ;
for you have drank your share of bitterness. T wish it
was in my power to promise you an unclouded sun, to
gild the evening of your days. But it belongs not to my
short-sighted capacity to explore the womb of my coun-
try’s fate. There may yet be something good in store
for you, and' us—your posterity.

It has not been the usual way of Divine Providence to
destroy a natien so youngas we are. He long forebore
with his ancient people the Jews, because they were the
seed of faithful Abraham. So far as the prayers of a pious
ancestry are heard for their offspring, so far I think we may
claim the benefit derived from a godly heritage. But I
must come to a clese, -

Friends of WasnincToN ! If we have any occasion to
rejoice this day, iz is, because the power of infidel France
has been crippled—iz is,because Russia is yet independent
—it is, because the equipoise of Europe is in a measure
preserved—it 7s, because there is yet a goodly number in
abis land of ours, who have never vet bowed the knee to
the modern Baal/—but dbove all, it is because the Sv-
PREME ARBITER of nations, lives and reigns, ** and has
the hearts of all in his hand, and can turn them as the
rivers of water are turned.” |




