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FrankiiN, July 4th, 1803.
AT a Meetmg of a Number of the Inhabitants of the Towr.
of Franklin, wvefed, to choofe a Committee, to wait on M.
GAIUS CONANT, and thank him for his patriotic
OR.ATION, delivered this day, and requelt of him 2z

Copy for the Prels. . -
WILLARD BOVD, Clerk. - Mr. LEWIS FISHER,
Dr. NATHANIEL MILLER'
Capt. JAMES METCALTF,

Com.

Fraxkerin, July 4th, 1803.
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GENTLEMEN,
THE late hour of the day, in which application ‘was made

to me as an Orator, [ hope, will be admitted, as fome a-

pology for the imperfedtion of tiiis hafty produ&ion : fuch

3s 1t 15, with diffidence, 1. fubmnt it to your dlfpofa.!. ‘
GENTLEMEfN, I am, with refpc&

e
e
Vh LG » - your obliged and very
- - Y N’ # ]
-3 ;5 humble Servant
. A G. CONANT.



AN

OR ATION.

VV HY this concourfe, this parade,
thefe feftival preparations ? Why was the morning
dawn hailed by the roaring of cannon? Why
{founds the trump of Jubilee from Maine to Geor-
gia, from the Atlantic to the Mifiippi? Why is
this houfe, dedicated to Armieury Gops thls day,
*ﬂlled vith all claffes of citizens ? Why appear the
militia, the bulwark of the nation, in the habili-
ments of 1 w,ag? Why fpar};les tht: eyce Qf bﬁauty
with more than ufual luftre ? Why fits the placid
fmile on the vifage of our fathers? Thefe quef-
tions, naturally, arife in the breafts of the gazing
youth, and demand an an{wer; an anfwer cannot
be too often repeated: It is the birth-day of
our nation, our fovereignty, and independence.

Twenty-feven years have elapfed, fince we were
pinioned with the manacles of flavery; fince the

frattional {urplufage of our hard earned property
was {natched from our coffers and lavilhed on the

proud fons of Albion. On that ever memorable
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day, the fourth of July, feventeen hundred and
{feventy-fix, thc worthies of America, in Congrefs
affembled, threw off the yoke of tyranny, fpurn-

ed at the impofitions of a corrupt court, and declar-
ed thefe States free, fovereign and independent.

This 1s the occalion, this the reafon of the prelent
f=ltive appearance ; and well may we rejoice. It
becomes us as men, as citizens, as chriftians, to re-
cognize with joyous emotions, the happy cfledls,

which have been produced by a feparation from

Britain. It would be ingratitude to him who wields
the {ceptre of Empires . it would be deprechting
the merit of the fathers ot our country; it wouid
be 1njuftice to ourfelves ; it would be the moft ftu-
pid infenfibility to pafs this day unnoticed. Let
“this day ever be unto you a memorial. Never let
the political fun pals the zenith of the fourth of

July, without an oblation, at the fhrine of liberty.

On fimilar occafions, it has been the praétice to
launch forth into inve&lives, againft that govern-
ment, by which we were once fubjugated ; to de-
tail the numerous afis of injuftice, fraud and op-
preffion, which were prézﬂifed on the loyal fubjeéls

of King George, in America; to enumerate the va-
rlous caufes that brought on the revolution, and

recount the dangers, fatigues and bardfhips, with
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which we had to ftruggle to free ourfelves from

bondage : Thefe things have been too often re-
hearfed, too deep'y imprinted on your memories, t0
nced a repetition.  Sufhce it to fay, we have gain-
ed our independence. But, my fellow citizens,
are we to {it down here,{ecure, heedlefs and uncon.

cerned? Are we aflured that our privileges will

never be infringed ? that a olow will never be aim-
ed at our liberties? that our independence will
never feel a wound ? Are our fea coalls {uflicient-

ly fortified againft invafion? Is there nothing to
be apprehended from the belligerous powers of
Europe, that have footing on this continent? Is
there not a Lion at our head, that would feed
{weetly on our carcale, could he make us a prey:

Is there not a ferpent at our feet that begins to
charm and would intwine us in 1ts hundred folds ?

Are there not powerful enemies within, as well as

without, who are fecretly aiming to undermine the

conftitution ? who preach the doftrine of levelifm,
and would deftroy thofe diftinttions in fociety,
which have a foundation in nature? But, do not
imagine, that it is an objet at this time, to alann
your fears, to interrupt your feelings on this joy-
ous occafion, by creating unneceflary {ufpicions.

This 1s a time for cool deliberaiion. We may re-
fleft, we may confider, we may anticipate. It is
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wifdom to be in our watch-towers, while the fur-
rounding elements are in commotion. It is pru-
dence . 1o obfervc the movement of the enemy,
10 guard every avenue, by which our hbemes are

: acceffible.
~ The page of hlﬁor} unfolds to us the {everal cauf-

es which have led to the rife and fall of emplres,
“and affords an inftruive leflon to the prefent gern-
'cratlon : We are to imitate their virtues, and thun
| thclr vu:es . we are to follow thole examp!es, which

have been conducwe to their happinefs, profperity
and renown, and avoid thofe rocks on which they

have fplit.

- The great Engine, which has proved fo deftrulive
‘to nations of antient and modern date, is a {pirit
of JTunovation, a the:ae to which your attention is
¢alled for-a moment. - -
" Attended by her hand-maid, deception, the genius

of Innovation walks forth in difguife ; fhe affumes
an hundred different names and forms; and while
her avowed profefljon-is to build up, her fecret aim
and intention is to demolifh. There is. no age,
nation, clime, fex or profeflion, but what has felt
more or lefs of her pernicious influence. To where
liberty holds ap abode; flie ofien reforss under the
fpecious name of reform Prldﬂ.:.s ambition and
avarice, allare mahy to her ﬁandard At one time,
under the title of omnipotent Reafon, fhe rides
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forth ‘fhouting liberty and equality, all diflin@ions
are to be levelled, all law, religion, morality and or-

der, are to be facrdficed at her imperiousiwiltls
At anothier, with more than pedantic air, fhe pleads
the rights of women. She, whom nature and reve-
lation have deftined to move in the humbler walks
of life. is to lead forth armies to battle, fit in coun-
cil and dire€l the affairs of ftate.

Ever pfeghant"" with revolution, and fubverfive
of all law, order and government, the genius of
Innovation has been walking up and. down the
earth for thefe fix thoufand years; {eeking whom
fhe may devour. After3 ffe&mg her nefarious de-
fign in the garden of Eden, we pafs over her intri-
cate windings, and train of evils, till fhe takes ber
abode in Greece. Sparta, one of the moft power-
ful and wealthy of the Grecmn ftates, fo.r ﬁve bun-
dred years, enjoyed the moﬁ perfe& llberty But
as foon as the doors were thrown open to ;hg gen-
ius of Innovation, the citizens became reftlefs, the
wife and wholefome laws of Lycurgus were viola-
ted, their oaths, which had been adminiftered with
{o much folemnity at the temple of Delphos, were

profaned, and Lacedemonian liberty was exchanged

for Macedonion ilavery.
Rome, for many cemunes, was the rq:’:a.t, of liber-
ty, the nurfery of the arts and {ciences, the fchool
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of {tatefmen, warriors and philolophers, thie cen-
tre of commerce, yea, the Emprefs of the world;

put fhe, ¢ whole force and policy, no power could

withftand, not that ot Greece nor Carthage,” at
length, yielded to the all devouring jaws of Inno-

vation. Having extended her conquefts into Per.
fia, an influx of foreigners and eaftern luxuries im-
mediately fucceeded, her induftrious habits gave
way to idlenefs, her morals, to debauchery and rev-
elings, her laws feil into contempt, and Roman lLib-

erty, which had become a proverb, was extinguifh-
ed by the bloody reign of the Cefars.

Long did the genius of Innovation, under the
mild reign of Louis Sixteenth, lurk in the philo-
| fophic cellsand Jacobinic clubs of France. Vol-

taire and D’ Alembert, at an early period, de-
clared an attachment to her caufe and enliftec un-

der her banner. Thofe were foon joined by her
profefled friends and humble follqwers, Turgot,
Condorcet and Tom Paine. Aided by the united

exertions of philofophy and infidelity, fhe laid her
plots as deep, as they were hlack and nefarious.
The infernal defign being ripe for execution, the
genius of Innovation, the arch-fiend of democracy
fteps forth from her dufky retreat, trampeting the
rights of man. Here opens the flood-gates of Gal-

lic blood, the dogs of civil war are let loofe, and
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the Guiliotine moves to the fong of liberty and e.
Havoc, murder, rapine and conflagra-

quality.
vion follow in dreadful fucceflion. No marnage
covenant, no religion, no Gop, is huzzaed from
the impious mouths of the Grand Council of ftate,
Revolution f{ucceeds revolution, till Frenchmen

have to cower beneath the more than kingly {cep-

tre of the renowned Corfican.
Having vifited the ancient republic of Venice,

and brought her to comport with Gallic policy, the
genius of Innovation, next, hovers over the crag-
gy mountains of Switzerland; ¢ The torches of

modern philofophy and the firebrands of revolu-
tionary fanaticifm” are artfully diffeminated among

the ¢ ruftic retreats” of the Helvetic Union, the

once happy abodes of order, induftry and morals.
The honeft yeoman-y, unaccuftomed to the arts of

war, police and diffimulation, {oon experienced the
fraternal hug, and fell a prey to the intrigues of her
perfidious neighbour. ¢ The Satellites of the Di-
re@ory, in a few days, demolifhed the work of

centuries.
Paffing over Holland, which experienced much
the fame fate, we enter upon England. England,

foftered in the lap of pleafure, triumphant on the
{eas, courted by the moft potent monarchies on

earth, with a conftant flood of wealth wafting te
B
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ner fhores, now, departs from her accuftomed hab-

its and eftablithed modes of government, and pur-
fues meafures as defpicable as they proved deftruc.-

tive and humiliating. Her inordipate defires and
ambitious views were not equalled by the influx of

w;alth which was conflantly pou ring into her trealt
uries. The genius of Innovation, ever a8live in
her office, whifpers into the ear of Parliament, tax-
ation, taxation on America, and encreale your funds.

The infetion takes, tea and flamp Aéts, immedi-
ately follow. Arniies and navies are defpatched
to enforce what the hand of injuftice had impofed.
America arifes indignant, aflerts her rights, repels
‘aggreflion, whets the fword of Juftice, and “:vers

the unnatural tie by which we were linked to Brit-

ain. With the lofs of her American Colonies, a
bundred thoufand lives, a million of money, and

difgraced in the eye of the world, England retires
to brood over her mistrtuncs,

It fuch has been the fate of European nations
from a {pirit of Innovation, has America nothing

to apprehend ?  Are the waters of the Atlantic a
{ulhcient barrier againft the contagion ? Is there

wifdom and virtue enough in the people, to bid
defiance to the grand enemy of mankind? If, in
abiding Dy the eftablifhed cufloms and religion of
our anceftors, by a clofe adherence to the Counfli-
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tution, the United States have been rzaifed, by one
adminiftration, from the moft abjeft circumftances
to the pinnaclc of profperity and renown; Are we
affured that our future rulers will be influenced by
the fame virtuous fentiments ?

Fellow Citizens ! be on your guard, a ferpent
lurks in the Elyfian Fields, in the Eden of Amerl-
ca. The golden age is paft, the fun of Federali{m
1s {et, the genius of Innovation approaches. The
cra of democracy commences, the vifionary the-
orics of philofophic madnefs are embraced, and
religion and government totter on their bale,
 The warning voice of experience” yieids to the

¢ . . . ¥ oy
“Inventve faculties of genius,” ¢firmnefs” gives

way to ¢ fancy, difcretion to difcovery, and demon-
ftrated right to ingenious novelty.” The charter of
our liberties is arrefted from the affe@ionate bofom

of its friends, and caft at the feet of the deftroying
angel. A deadly blow is 2imed at the Conflitution,

by a maffacre of the Judiciary, The doors of
honor and confidence are fet open 10 the fugitives

of Europe flying from the juftice of their own
country. ‘I'hat merit, and thofe talents, which, dur-
ing the reign of Federalifm, would have recom.

mended 2 man to public favors and honors, will

now expole him to executive jealouly and perfecu-

ton.  Thofe demagogues, thole retailers of pub-
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lic {candal, thofe calumuniators of American wot-

thies, thofe blafphemers, thole fons of debauche.
ry and infidelity, who now fhare the prefidential
confidence and patronage, dared not, under what
they ftyled the reign of terror, even lLift up their
heads; Well may they dencminate it a reign of ter-
ror, ¢ a terror to evil doers!” The bewitching
charms and fafcinating influence of the genius of
Innovation refts on the Grand Council of the na-

tion, the caufe of democracy is to be cherifhed,
with clofed doors, the moderate fum of two million

fecret fervice money is flipt into the pocket of the
Inventor of dry docks.

But, Fellow Citizens, the defcription is too
painful to purfue. It is time to awake from fleep
to rekindle the dormant fparks and ftiffled fire of
Federalifm, and blow it intoa flame. ‘

Methinks, this day, I fee the departed fpirits of
the ImmMorTaL WasHiNeTON and of thofe pat-

ﬂﬂla o SV
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riots that fell in defending their Country,
from the fkies, calling aloud to the injured fons of

freedom, and rallying them to oppofe the inno-
vating fpirit of the day. '

& @

L



