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Newsvrreorr, Jury 5, 1808,

Ty

SI{R,

Tt underfigned, appointed a Committee by the Fepublican
Citizens of Newburyport to procure an Orator for the Fourth of
July, tender their com plithents and thanks for your very ingenious
and inflru®ive Oration delivered yefterday, and requeft the favour

of a copy for the prefs.
We are, Sir, with the higheft refpect and confideration,

your moit obedient humble fervants,

JAMES PRINCE,
“JOSIAH SMITH, COMMITTER+

JOSERH O’BRIEN,
Natuanier CoeswEre, EsqQ. |

" YYREIISRLE,

NEWBURYPORT, JULY 5, 1808.

GENTLEMEN,

ix compliance with the requeft in your polite Notc of this datey
I herewith tranfmit a copy of the Oration pronounced before the
Republican Citizens of Newburyport, on the 4th 1nft.

“The very fhott time which I had for preparation, might, alone,
‘be a fufficient excufe for not fubmitting fo hafty a production to the
infpe@ion of the public ;" but as 1t has been 2 prevailing cuftom to
publifh Orations delivered on the anmverfary of our National Inde-
pendence, a refufal, on my part, might, poflibly, be the occafion of
{ome particular obfervations and animadverf{ions.

I am, Gentlemen,
with the higheft refpe& and confideration,

NATHANIEL COGSWELL.
Meflrs. James Prince, Josian Smith, Josern O’Brien, Eig'rs.
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ORATION.

FRIENDS AND FELLOW-CITIZENS,

IT has been the cuftom of all nations,
through every grade of political exiftency, from the
loweft ftate of favage barbarifm, to the higheft and
moft refined pitch of civilized {ociety, to celebrate,
by folemn and diftinguithed a&s of commemora-
tion, the annual return of thole great and extraor-
dinary occurrences, which have ftamped a peculiar
and momentous 1mportance on the page of their
political hiftory.

- We, my friends, are this day aflembled to com-
memorate the anniverfary of our national exiftence.

This event is the moft illuftrious and {plendid
epocha in the annals of the world. The wide, the
extended range of the hiftory of nations, in their
multifarious variety of changes and {ituation,
through the long extended fucceffion of nearly fix
thoufand years does not furnith a fingle parallel.
Other nations of the earth have arifen by f{low de-
grees, and progreflively advanced from infignificant
tribes, and banditti, to the rank of great and power-
ful empires, But America was born in a-day !
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Four millions of people, inhabiting a country
which embraces the various climates of the earth’s
extended atmofphere, inftantaneoufly arife, from the
degradation of opprefiive vaffalage, and, in one day,
affume the rank of a free, a fovereign, and an inde-
pendent nation.  The firft and only independent
nation on the fourth quarter of the globe.

~ The caufes which led to that great and glorious
epocha, are aelineated in the immortal Declaration

of Independence.

Turn back your thoughts with me, to the pe-
riod of feventeen hundred and feventyfix.

Some of the venerable Patriots of that time,
who were inftrumental in achieving the magnani-—i
mous work, are now before me,

You, my fathers, can eafily bring to your rec-
clle&tion, though language is too feeble to paint,
the apprehenfions, the difliculties, the troubles, the
dangers, the diftrefles, and the horrors of that hour.

On one fide, hope animated your noble hearts
palpitating with a generous {olicitude in the caufe of
fuffering humanity. Buoyed up by the principles
of eternal juftice, you looked forward with tremu-
lous anxiety, fondly anticipating the glory, the
frcedom, and the happinefs of your country. You
faw, in perfpective, millions of {fouls refcued from

the deadly gra{p of tyranny and oppreflion. Raifed
from the ignominious {lavery of defpotifm, to the

exalted rank of freemen ; and, in the {funfhine of
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profperity and happinefs, fitting under their own
vines, and their own fig-trees, teaching their chil-
dren, and their children’s children, to lifp forth
your praifes in accents of gratitude, of love, and of
admiration. ‘

But, on the other hand, you faw your extend-
ed line of fea coaft blockaded by an implacable
and deadly foe; your beautiful {ea-port towns
and villages laid in duft, and in afhes ; your exten-
five chain of frontier fettlements expofed, an eafy
prey, to the mercilefs favages of the wildernefs ;
armies of veteran {foldiers, provided with every
means of direful and deadly carnage, occupying
your principal cities, and poflefling the ftrongeft
and moft important pofts in the heart of your coun-
try. On which fide foever you turned your eyes,
batterics of impregnable difficulties prefented.

On the fea fhore---hoftile flects, armed with the
thunder-bolts of ferocious war, vomiting forth ruin
and devaitation.

On the fouth---veteran armies furioufly advaac-
ing, with fire and {word, {preading far and wide,
all the atrocious enormities of vindic¢tive warfare.

On the weft---hordes of barbarous favages, in-
ftigated by the fanguinary and diabolical policy of
a Britith cabinet ; and, invited in the horrific words
of Col. Johnfon, a famous Indian partizan in the
pay of Britain, “‘ 2o drink the blood and feaft on the
bodies of the Boflonians,” were waging a cruel and
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remiorfele{s war of general and indifcriminate exter-
mination, rioting in the murder of defencelefs inno-
cence, their tomahawks and {calping knives glutted
with the blood of every age, {ex, and condition.

On the north---an army of twelve thoufand
men, threatening, from the lakes, to overwhelm you
like a whirlwind of defolation.

All this you faw. And oppofed to thefe mich-
ty phalanxes of dreadful calamities, you faw only a
handful of brave, but undifciplined militia !

In this hour of terror and difmay---In this
hour of perturbation and horror, when the ftout-
cft hearts were appaled, and the wifeft heads
confounded ; when fell defpair had feized on the
minds*of a virtuous people ftruggling in the. caufe
of freedom ana righteoufnefs---then it was, that He
who rides upon the wings of the wind, holding the
nations, and the armies of the earth, in the hollow
of his hand, and who will not fuffer a {parrow to fall
“to the ground without his notice, made bare his

arm, and plucked a defponding natlon like a brand
from out the burning.

It was He, who, turning defpair into hope,
wrought the national mind to a pitch of enthufiaftic

patriotiim beyond the limits of circumfcribed hu-

manity. It was He, who filenced the tremendous
thunder of the Britith lion. It was He, who turn-

cd afide the bayoncts of the Britith and Heflian
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troops. 1t was He, who refcued your wives and
your children from the bloody tomahawk and {calp-
ing knife of the devouring Indians. It was He,
who turned back upon itfelf the whirlwind of defo-
lating deftruction. And it was He, who encompaﬂ'-

ed the United States with a wall of fire by night,
and went before them in a pillar of a cloud by day.”

The caufe cf freedom, my hearers, is the caufe
of God. ‘'Thoufands of inftances, in the courfe of
our aftonifhing revolution, of the miraculous inter-
pofition of providential afliftance, muft convince
the moft hardened and inveterate infidel.

At length, after wading through rivers of blood,
and furmounting incredible difficulties, in a tremen-
dous confli@ of feven years duration, carried on
with fuch inveterate malignancy, and under fuch
diftrefling circumftances, that its whole hiftory is
but the narration of one continued campaign, the
Declaration of our Independence 1s acknowledged

by all the natrons of the earth.

Great Britain herfelf, who had carried on an .
unnatural and infamous war, for the avowcd pur-
pofe of reducing us to {lavery and bondage; who
had brought into requifition every engine of hellifh
“deftruion to effe& her facrilegious purpofe ; who
had fet a price on the heads of our beft and moit
beloved citizens ; and who had deluged our country
with a torrent of blood 1s, at laft, fuch are the
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my {terious ways of providence, compelled to lay the
cap ftone on the pyramid of America’s glory, by
acknowledging the United States to bie a free, a
fovercign, and an independent nation.

Every oppofition and impzdiment to our inde-
pendence miraculoufly overcome and {ubdued, a
free, a happy, anda grateful people have, for a feries
of years, been fitting under their own vines, and
their own fig. trees, teaching their children, and their
children’s children to lifp forth the praifes of thofe
who, under providence, achieved the heavenly
work, in accents of gratitude, of love, and of ad-
miration.

Time will not permit me to particularize the
numerous heroes and ftateflmen of our revolution.
Every foldier, enduring, as they did, with undaunt-
ed fortutude and patience, the numerous privations
and hardfhips which they were doomed to” {uffer,
was a Hero. Lvery citizen was 2 Statefman.

The name of WasniNneTON, however, muft
not be pafied over in filence.

WasHINGTON was the friend, and the father
of his country. ' He ftood like a mighty Coloflus,
in the midft of a fea dangers, a whole nation look-
ing up to him for political falvation. Their hopes
were not difappointed.  His country’s happinefs
was his only aim.  Great and good as a Man ; un-
‘paralleled as a Warrior and a Statefman, his name
is engraven on the heart of every American.
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The adminiftration of WasHINGTON as Prefi-
dent of the United States of America, was neceflar-
ily an adminiftration of trial and experiment. It
was a new field, and an untrodden path. It was
an exalted and fublitne fituation, of care, difficulty,
and awful refponfibility. 'The event has thewn to
the world that, in every fituation of lifc, he was the
oreat and wonderful Man, and the magnanimous
Hero.

The feven years adminiftration of the great and
ocod JEFFERSON, whom we revere as the author
of the Declaration of our Independence, and whole
achievements were as momentous in the caoinet, 1n
the time of our direful ftruggle for liberty, as thole
of Wasuingron In the field, has been one contin-
ued {eries of conformity to the principles that ani-
mated the bofoms of our fathers in {eventyiive.

It is with pleafure, and with pride, we under-
{tand, that the late Prefident of the United States
has had the magnanimity to declare, that the policy
of JerFERSON would be the falvation of America.

No meafure of Mr. JEFFERSON’s adminiftration
has excited more animadverfion then the A& laying
an Embargo ; and perhaps no one a& of his illuftri-
ous and beneficent lite has done more honor to his
head and to his heart, It has preferved millions of -
property to our fellow citizens, and has faved us from

a war with the great belligerent powers of Europe.
* .
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After the opinion of the virtuous and indepens
dent j‘ohz Quz}fcy ﬂdd;??J, one of the moftl en]ighta
ened ftatefmen that our country can boaft ;---of
William Gray, the firft merchant in America, if not
in the world ;---and of our leading charatters, and
trueft patriots, that the Embargo was a wife and
ncceflary meafure, and the only alternative between
us and a war ; where is the man, that will ftand up

and iay, that he prefers the defolating calamities of

remoriele{s warfare, to the inconveniencies of a tem-
porary Embargo ¢

»

My friends and fellow citizens, we are now
enjoying the {uperlative bleflings of a liberal and a
free Conftitution. It is our pride, and our boaft,

that our country is the fecure and the happy afylum

of the perfecuted and opprefled of every nation on
the globe.

Under our beneficent goveinment, the generous
fons of Erin, whofe endearing hoipitalities, = a na-
tion, are eulogized by the whole world ; but who,
through the atrocious and heinous policy of a Pitt,

in cppofition to the enlightened magnanimity of a
Fox, have {een their charming and delightful coun-

try a prey to every licentious enormity, torn and
Jacerated to the quick, and fteeped in the beft blood
of their fellow citizens, here find a refting place
from malignant perfecution, in the bofom of our
beloved country.  Every true American feels it his
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duty, and his delight, to receive, with open arms,
the generous and opprefled fufferers. It 1s but dil-
charging a debt of gratitude for the illuftrious fer-
vices of Generals Montgomery, Starks, Sullrvan,
Cilley, Reed, M‘Clary, and along lift of Irifh heroes,
who ftood foremoft in obtaining our freedom and
independence.

It has frequently been obferved, efpecially in
the courfe of a few years paft, that Republics are

turbulent, fa&ious, and ungrateful ; and do not give

that fecurity and protection, which monarchical
governments afford.

Let us examine the correénefs of thefe obferv-

ations by recurring to thz general hiftory of Repub-
lican and Monarchical forms of government.

The moil important nation, in many points of

view, that ever exifted on the face of the globe, was
the ancient Hebrew or Jewifh nation.

It was moft important in poflefling a language

which, as it is faid, was the mother tongue of the .

world.

It was moft important in being chofen by
God to be his own peculiar and favourite people ;
and in being delivered from bondage, in the land of

Egypt, by the outftretched arm of omnipotence,
and planted in the land of Canaan, the garden of

the world, flowing with milk and honey.

. - wlr ‘ﬁn-‘l]h-ﬂkm;m:'ﬁ
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Ir vsas, at that time, moft important as a nation,
numbering six hundred and three thousand five bun-

dred and fifrv men, above the age of twenty, who

were able to go forth to war.

It was moft important in poflefiing a Republican
or Theocratical form of government, divided 1nto
twelve tribes, inhabiting as many diftin& territories,
each enjoying particular municipal privileges, tho’
united together by general 1aws.and regulations,
not greatly diflimilar to the organization of the
United States. Indeed, the exaé&t coincidence, in
point of numbers, of the tribes of Ifracl, with the
thirteen United States, at the commencement of
our national exiftence, 1s very remarkable. The
tribes of Ifrael confifted of thirteen ; but, the tribe
of Levi, which was fet apart for the miniftry, was

nct numbered with the men of war.

It was moft important in enjoying, for a long
ferics of years, the bleflings of freedom, profperity,
and happinefs, down to the days of Samuel, whe,
at their repeated requeft, God, in anger, gave them
a King, which was a prelude to their overthrow
and difperfion. ‘

This tranfaction including the leffon on gov-
ernment which it inculcates, is the moft important
ever given to man ; for it was delivered by God
humfelf I It ought ta be engraven on the heart of
cvery perfon in exiftence ! It is as follows
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¢ And it came to pafs, when Samuel was old,
“ that all the elders of Ifracl gathered themfelves to-
¢ gether, and came to Samuel unto Ramalhy, and faid
‘unto him, make us a King, to judge us like all the"
‘ nations. But the thing difpleaied Samuel, when
* they faid, give usa King to judge us. And Samucl
¢ prayed unto the Lord. 5‘

“ And Samuel toid all the words of the Lord
‘unto the people that afked ot him a King ; and he
‘ faid, this will be the manner of the King that thall
“reign over you ; he wili take your fons, and ap-
‘ point them for himfelf, for his chariots, and to be
‘ his horfemen ; and fome fhall run beforc his char-
‘1ots. And he will appoint him captains over
* thoufands, and captains over fifties ; and will fet
¢ them to ear his ground, and to reap his harvelt,
‘ and to make his inftruments of war, and inftiu-
‘ ments of his chariots, And he will take your
“ daughters to be confe&tionaries, and to be cooks,
‘ and to be bakers. And he will take your fields, and
‘ your vineyards, and your olive yards, even the e
‘of them, and give them to his servants. And
‘he will take the tenth of your fced, and of
‘your vineyards, and give to his oflicers, and to
‘his fervants. And he will take your men fer-
‘vants, and your maid fervants, and your gooldlieil
‘ young men, and your affes, and put them to his
‘work. He willtake the tenth of your fheep @ and
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‘ ye thall be his servants.  And ye fhall cry out in
¢ that day becaufe of your King which ye fhall have
* chofen you ; and the Lord will not Aear you in
¢ that day. Neverthelefs, the people refufed to obey
¢ the voice of Samuel,’ which was the voice of God ;
‘and they faid, Nay ; but we w:/ have a King over

£ >

us.
What aftonifthing perverfity and hardnefs of
heart! And how great, though juft, have been
their {fufferings ! After experiencing all the horrors

of the prediction, they have been fcattered over the

face of the whole world, as a continual memento to
the nattons of the earth, of the divine vengeance
inflicted on a people for this, and other enormous
acts of difobedience, to the exprefs declaration of
the Almighty. _

From the ancient Jews, we proceed to the an-
cient nations of India, who, according to Arrian,
an author of veracity, enjoyed a free, thatis, a re-
publican form of government.

From them we proceed to the ancient Cartha-
genians, whofe government was Republican, con-
{fting of two magiftrates chofen annually, called,
Suffetes, and a tribune of one hundred and four
lenators.  They enjoyed, according to hiftory, do-
meftic peace and civil liberty, under this form of
government, suv bundred and seventy-seven years,

What a monument of the ftability and bleflings of
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‘& free government ! They were at laft overcome
and deftroyed by the Romans,

From ancient Carthage we proceed to ancient
Greece. ° At the name of Greece,’ fays the author
of the Elements of General Hiftory, °our fpirit
‘ feems to reft from its labour, and the brilliant pe-
¢ riod of hiftory begins to fhine forth ; true Heroes,
‘ celcbrated Sages, immortal geniufes, the mafter-
¢ pieces of perfeflton appear, and we, already, have
‘a foretafte of the pleafures derived from admiring
‘ the wonderful effe&ts of /ibertyon the human mind !’

Greece enjoyed the bleflings of a free govern-
ment for more than one thousand years ; the natural
coniequence of which, was the production of an
immortal conftellation of heroes, ' ftatefmen, poets,
hiftorians, fages, and philofophers, which have af-
tonifhed the world. The names of Homer, Zeno-
phon,Demofthenes,Plato,Solon, Apelles, Euripides,
Plutarch, Ariftotle, Lycurgus,Pythagoras, Socrates,
Archimedes, Hippocrates, Epaminondas, Phocion,
Diogenes, and a long lift of {plendid et cetere, we
have all heard of, with wonder and admiration.
And thefe were all Grecians !

In thort, Greece has been to all the ufeful and
elegant Arts and Sciences,” what the fun is to the
world, enlightening and vivifying the whole. What
a glorious monument to Republicaniim ! A monu-
ument, which time, that deftroys every thing elfe,
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ferves but to brighten ; and can only end, when
- time 1s no more !

From ancient Greece we proceed to ancient
Rome.

Rome was founded by Romulus, and {or the
{irft two hundred and fortyfour yecars of her exift-
e¢nce, was governed by feven Kings ; two of whom
died a natural death, one was dethroned, and the
other four were affaflinated. A proof of the won-
derful ftability of kingly governments ! | |

From this time to the feven hundred and twen-
ty fourth year of the foundation cf Rome, that is,
for about five hundred years, fhe enjoyed the fub-
lime felicity of a Republican form of government,
and under it became the miftrefs of the world, till
Monarchy was eftablifhed on the ruins of the Re-
public ; and {o compleatly annihilated did the na-
tional character appear to be, by the change, that
the /ast of the Republicans, BruTvus and Cas-
s1us, have ever fince been called the Jusz of the
R omans. | .

From this time to her fall and {fubjugation, a
period of about five hundred years, Rome was gov-
erned by a monarchical form of government.

Iet us compare the five hundred years of repub-
lican, with the five hundred ycars of monarchical,
Rome. Under the auipices of the tormer, {he rofe

to the higheft pitch of glory and happinefs, pro-
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ducing a long lift of illuftrious heroes, ftatefmen,
poets, fages, and philofophers, who, excepting thofe
of Greece, are unrivalled in the annals of the world.
The Scipios, the Gracchi, Cincinnatus, Cato,
Cicero, Fabius, Ovid, Virgil, et cetere, were all
nourithed with the milk of freedom. While, on
the contrary, {carce one folitary inftance of extraor-

dinary merit appears in the reign of the Emperors,
which, with {fome few exceptions, was a reign of

one continued feries of rapine, murder, and devaft- .
ation, of fuch horrid and abominable import that
the tongue trembles to relate, and humanity fhud-
ders to hear related. Such was the depravity, that

the empire itfelf was put up to aultion and ftruck
off to the higheft bidder, Didius Julianus, who en-

joyed his purchafe fixtyfix days, and was then be-
headed ! '

Caius Caligula, one of the emperors, was a
monfter in human fhape, who, after bathing him-
felf in the blood of thoufands and thoufands of in-
nocent viétims, at laft ejaculated the awful and tre-
mendous with, that the whole Roman people had
but one head, that he might ftrike it off with one
blow ¢ o
Nero, another emperor, and another monfter,
who, after committing the moft atrocious excefles
in every fpecies, of abomination, defying both God

and man, ordered the city of Rome to be fet on fire,
C




[ 18 ]

while from a tower, {urraunded by his courtiers,
he fung, danced, and caroufed at the conflagration !
More than two thirds of this immenfe city, which
was twentyone miles in extent, was confumed by
that fire, which lafted fix days |

- Hiftory informs us that in the five hundred
~years of the Roman monarchy, there were one hun-
dred and fixtyfix emperors ; owe bundred and forty-
nine of whom, perifhed by the hand of violence,
“principally by aflaflination {* Such is the ftability !
fuch the fecurity | and fuch are the bleflings! of
monarchical forms of government ! || |

From Ancient we proceed to Modern Hiftory.

The Republic of Venice, confifting of fourteen
States, or Provinces, was formerly one of the moft
powerful commercial and maritime States in Europe.

It flourithed under a Republican form of Gov-
ernment for nearly FIFTEEN HUNDRED YEARS,
and has been dignified with the apne]lation of the
stable form of Government.

I truft that enough has been {aid, and, thatto
extend the examination further would be an intru-
fion on your patience, and on your politenefs.

Our own happy form. of Government ftands
unrivalled in the hiftory of the governments of
nations.

It poffeﬁls all the excellencies of ancient and
modern Republics, without their faults ; together
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with many improvements, particularly in the re-
prefentative fyftem, with which they were not fo

well acquainted.

It poflefles, if I may fo exprefs myfelf, the {eeds
of eternal duration,

An enlightened, independent, and virtuous yeo-
manry, form the great body of the people; and fo
long as they retain and own the foil which they
cultivate, {o long are our liberties on a {ure, . a cer-
tain, and immoveable foundation.

Some of my refpectable audience have grown
grey in the caufe of freedom ; others. are juft en-
tering upon the theatre of action. Let me conjure
you, one and all, that having put your hand to the
plough, look not back. You areengaged in the
caufe of eternal truth and righteousness. It is a
caufe that will bring comfort and confolation in the
dark hour of adverfity and diftrefs.

It 1s a caufe that will tranquilize -and {mooth
the elevated funfhine of profperity. It isa caufe
that will, on reﬂeﬁlon, afford the peaceful ferenity
of a good confcience, in the awful hour of exchang-
ing time for eternity. And it is a caufc that will
endure °till the great Globe -itfelf fhall diffolve,

‘ and like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion, leave not a
‘ wreck behind.’
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