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At a Meeting of the People aferbled at the sown of Rocazsrss,
July 4y 803, for the purpsfe of celebrating the Natione!
Birts of the United States. -

70Tip,

That Asranam Hormes and Erisua Ruserss, Efgrs.
and Deacon Erjar Dsxter, be 2 Committee to wait on
the Rev. Oriver Cosp, and thank him for the elegant and
patriotic Oration, by him, this day pronounced ; and to re-
queft him to deliver them- a copyfer the Prefs.

A. G. CUSHMAN, Clerk.

Rocieflery, Fuly 4, 1803,
CENTLEMEN,

Senfible of the honour dene me by the refpe@table clafs
of citizens, whom you reprefent, and by the polite manner,
in which their requet has been communicated, I confent
to deliver the copy, which, they have folicited.

OLIVER COBB.

YHE GENTLEMEN OF THE COMMITTEE,
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THE eras of impoertant events have
been celebrated by all avilized nations. That
there is propriety in this, we have not only
natural proof, but proof of Holy Writ. To
this enlightened affembly we need not mention
particular inftances.

BuT if there ever was propriety in keeping
the Anniverfary of any event, there 1s propric-
ty in keeping that of our Father’s landing on
Columbia’s thore, and that of our National in-
dependence.

OnLY about two centurics have elapfed
fince the feeds of this great, this rapidly rifing
Empire, were fown. Yes, Fellow Citizens, a-
bout two hundred years ago, this now exten-
fively fettled, populous, flovrifhing country was
the haunt only of wild beufts and favage men.

Anp, without mortification, with compla-
cency, with gratitude, with wonder, with tri-
umph, we revert to the birth-day of our Coun-
try, and recognize our Anceftors. This is par-
ticularly, the happinefs of the defcendants of
the Old Colony {fettlers. We can not only
contemplate the bencetits refalting to us aid to
" the world, from the {ettlement effected by our
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Fathers ; but with honeft exaltation we can
reverst 1o the principles, in which this aftonith-
ing event originated. Of thefe, at this day
you cannot be too frequently reminded.

Rtrriclous principles, were thofe, which ac-
tuated our Fathers. Rather than relinquith
their Gob, they relinquifhed their deareit con-
nections ; and in a far diftant, inhefpitable, fav-
age wildernefs, fought that freedom, which
was denied them 1n their native country.

AND, as we can revert to the origin of our
country, without a Liufh, fo we can to that of
our National Independence. Our prefent ref-
pectable rank among the nations was not gain-
ed by fraud, injufticc, or barbarity. Indepen-
dence was not declared, becaufe we had the
power to be free; but, becaufe we had the right
to be free. America, when fthe had to contend
with her unnatural pareunt, was in her infancy.
Her {ons, though hardy and intrepid, were few
and undiiciplined : In addition to this, they had
a warm attachment to the mother country.
They tried every rcafonable expedient to concili-
ate her affetion, and to obtain a redrefs of
their grievances, that they might confiftently
with their facred rights, continue their allegi-
ance. Their expedients failing, that Declara-
tion was made which feperated Columbiansfrom
their parent ; which feperation, had not thofe
expedients bLen firft tried, would have becn
painful as the diflocation of bones, or the am-
putation of limbs.

Bur if, when /fe demands, a right hand or
a right cye muft be facrificed ; cvery ¢/ bing muft
be facrificed, when Liberty demands.

LiserTy did demand the feperation of A-
merica from Britain, Many privileges, to
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which, as Britifh fubjedls, we were clearly inti-
tled, were infringed, and many things were
1mp0f°d on us without the fhadow of 2 rizht.
Thele things roufed the fpirits of men fuily ac-
quainted with Britifh Freedom, and ardently
dcfirous of Freedom on a broader bafis.—Uere
we find the origin of Columbian Indepern-
dence : and, to this, as to tirc origin of our
country, we can revert with honeft triumph.
The Declaration of Independence had its fource
in principles as upright as uncontaminated
juitice,

Hap our political exiftence been uthered in
like that of far the greater part of nations, we
fthould either be lolt in ignorance refpecting it,
or, which 1s worfe, fhould find bafenefs in it
of which we thould «i/h to be ignorant. Na-
tions, in general, are obliged to plunge into
the abyfs of antiquity to find J‘omcthing fplea-
did in their original ; but if they find the trutk,
too many of them wil! find that ‘they are defcen-
dants of lawlefs banditti, and that their prefent
greatnefs originated in rapine, plunder, and
barbarity. Itisnot {o with Cclumbians. They
can ook back to their political birth with a plac-
id countenance. No corroding refletions pre-
went or allsy the joys of this An mveriary

But why dc we revert to the origin of our
Country’s {ettlement ? Why do wc celct brate
our poli. .cal birth-day !—Not /illy or prircisal]
to eulogize the Actors on thoic ﬁagcs s buy, to
imbibe their principies and emalate their con-
duct. Itis not enough that America «cas fi7-
tled—that fhe wus decfared tree and independent
—that fhe 7, at prefent pmfpf‘wub and ham\)
NO, Fellow Citizens it 1s our duty to preferve
inviolate and tranimit to poiicrity thole blefe
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fings, which, under Gop, have refulted from
the wifdom, toil, treafure and blood of our
fathers and brethren.

ViciLANCE, ativity and zeal fhould be ex.
erted to keep alive thofe principles which led
to the Declaration of Independence—which an-
imated our armies—and which gave us the beft
conftitution of civil government in the world.

BeLiEVE not every one fincere, who chants
the fong of Liberty—Believe not every one,
wiio profefles engagednefs to fecure your rights
and enlarge your freedom. Among the loud-
eft declaimers for Liberty are thofe who never
knew what rational Liberty is—thofe wha
would involve the country in licentioufnefs—
and thofe, who, if they could lull you afleep
with their fafcinating founds, would deprive
you of your moit facred rights. < By their

Jruits ye fball know them.”

PuT no confidence in profeflions unlefs they
are attended by correfpondent practice. The
moft is to be feared from thofe, who profefs
to be moft difinterefied. Some of the worft ty-
rants, that ftain the page of hiftory, acquired
their rank by pretended friendfhip and zeal
for the rights of the people. Man 1s ever af-
piring, and he has inverfe as well as dire&
methods to attain his end. Thofe who have
not merit to obtain the fuffrages of the people
will dig, or beg or bribe for them ; even will
ftoop to take them by the whining cant of dif-
fimulation, '

Passinc over many inftances of more an-
cient date ; I would refer you to one about a
century and half ago. Then the afpiring
Cromwecll left us a fubject worthy of contem-
pation. ‘Though by birth poor—in literature
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low—in manners unpolithed, this man hzd an
extraordinary genius, particularly adapted to
read the charadter of others, infpire them with
his own fentiments, and make them fubferve
his own purpoies. A violent opponent -of roy-
alty—warmly cngaged to fupport the rights
of the people, he became the oracle and leader
of thofe, who beheaded Charles I. and over-
threw the monarchy of England. Having the
command of the army, he foon began to diiplay
the full vigour of his charalter. In a fhort
time he was declared Proteftor, and invefted
with powers egual, if not fuperior to thofe of the
kings. Thus this modeft man, the friend of
the people, the champior of democracy, about
two, or iaree years after he had imbrued his
hands in the blood of the king, had all the
zuthority of an abfolute monarch Aimfelf ; and,
which is 2s bad _as hereditary monarchy, had
the power to name his fucceffor.

DirrecT your attentionto a revolution of
more recent date—that of France. 'What hofts
of pretended democrats have been intriguing,
ftruggling and fighting for that eminence, from
which, they had precipitated the unfortunate
Louis. Finally, Bonaparte is the happy man.
‘He is declared Conful for life, and has almoft
unlimited authority. That he is an extraordi-
nary man—that he fills his ftation with dignity
and ufefulnefs is not, here, controverted ; but,
we deny that the French Government is de-
inocratic,

IT may be faid, that Cromwell refufed the
title of King when it was offered him—that
Bonaparte would, undoubtedly, do the fame.—
What then? Does this prove them Republi-
cans. No : The Devil would refufe the title
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of King, if he could have the dominion of the
Univerfc without it. What are mere titles? Emp-
ty.—What are the names of King, Emperor,
Monarch ? Bubbles. And equally empty, are
tiie xames of democrat, republican, friend to
the People. 'The wolt may be clad with a theep-
fkin, and Satan may appear 2n angel of light.
Ab{olute authority when couched under the
Ipecious names of Diétator, Protector, Conful,
&c. is ten fold more to be dreaded, becauie it is
conceiled. From the conduc, not the profeffions,
or titles of men we are to _)udde.

BurT, in this age of illuraination the icene is
rcverfed. The hardy fons of New-England,
- who were firft in the conteft for Freedom, who
prize it as the apple of their cyc, who are
equally entitled to the fruit of their induftry
and are contented to have it fo—t#/efe are brand-
€d with the cpithets of old Tor1es,-Ariftocrats,
Monarchifts.—In fome of our fhfter States, de-
mocracy and republicanifim flourifh like rice,
cotton and indigo—and the {footy Africans feel
their benignity.

SucH {pecimens may convirce us how lit-
tle can be known by namces and profeflions.—
"The man, who follows the plow with his Aired
labourers—who focially {fpends the evening with
them—who bows as low to the poor cottager,
as to the man in affluence, I will believe a 7¢a/ re-
publican, though hetells me that government
ought to be encrgetic—that there are different
grades of men—that FrankLIN was not a Hot-
tentot, and that WaAsSHINGTON was not a mon-
key !— I will not believe bim a republican,
who ¢ binds heavy burdens and grievous tc
bc borne and lays them on men’s thoulders, but
will not touch them with one of his fingers”—
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who fcerns to aflociate with his neighbours—
who is oppreflive wherever he has power td
opprefs—iuch a perfon I will not belicve a re.
publican, though he {pend his lat breath in
declaiming Liberty, Equality, Righis of Man.

‘T'iesE obfervations are not made with a view
to foften and give currency to royal titles ; but
that they may be placed where there proper
powers are excrted ; and that wew names with
equal powers may not deceive. Nor is it our
intention byany thing which has been faid to caft
contempt on the facred names of Liberty and

Republicani{m ; thishas been,already, too fuccefs-
fully done by the bafe proftitution of them.—
Thefe names while they retain their legitimate
powers wiil be dear to every true American.—
But, may we never like the fabled deg, loofe the
Jubflance through greedinefs for the j%adow.

In the Federal Conftitution a foundation 1s
Jaid for Liberty fuperior to what any nation on
the globe ever enjoyed—as refined as any may
ever expect. 'We have participated its bleflings;
and, as largely, to fay the leaft, under the jor-
mer as under the prefent adminiftration. Wafth-
ington and Adams, in our political firmament,
have becn ftars of the {irt magnitude. |

WE are, however, frequently told of former
extravagance and prefent @consmy in the public ex-
pences. Thisis a popular topic, and deferves
iome attention. How, we would enquire, have
the public expences been leflened ? The officers
of governiment have not relinquithed any
part of their falary. Savings have been made,
if made at all, by reducing the number of civ-
il officers.  The expedicncy of this meafure may
be doubted. As great difadvaniage may be cx-

B
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perienced from reducing the number of officers,
as advantége from the pecuniary faving. It
can hardly be believed, that, in a country,
whofe population has doubled in about twenty
feven years, a reduction of public officers thould
be expedient. However this may be, if the
pillars of the Conftitution have been ‘thaken
by any of thofe removals from office, money
cannot anfwer the demand. Whether this
has been the cafe individuals have no conftitu-
tional right to judge ; but they haverealon ta
be alarmed, when the judiciary department, in
which, zhat rngt isdepofited, has been levelled at.

But what is to be done? This : If you are
fatisfied with the official condu& of your rulers
continue to give them your fuffrages ; but, if
you have mlfp.aced your confidence, try to
place it right, when the Conftitution fhall give
- you-another opportunity.

- One thing more, and indeed a thing abfolute-
ly neceflary to the fupport of a free govern-
ment is Religion. We are told by the demor-
alizers of Europe and their fuccefsful imitators
in this country, that Religion is nothing but a
whim of the imagination, and that it is deftruc-
tive of Freedom. Thisis aiming a blow at
the root of civil government. Efface the idea
of a God—of acco'untability-—-of s future ftate
of retribution, and you, in effect break the
ftrongeft bands of focial union. Afide from re-
hglous principles, there is no fecurity againft
perjury and other political evils toc numerous
and too horrid to mention. Remove Religion
and you not only remove reftraints from vice ;
but you remove thofe exalted motives, thole
fublime virtues, which have diftinguithed and
ornamented the meft illuftrious wen. You
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cannet contemplate the firft fettlement of our
country, and the declaration of Independence,
without perceiving that the leading characters
on thofe important ftages were influenced by
moral and religious principles. They were
not athamed to acknowledge the fuperinten.
ding Providence of God—they were not atham-
ed of a crucified Saviour--they were not atham-
ed to look to Heaven for the Divinc Benedic-
tion. In their diftrefs, thev did losk—they pray-
ed. They were heard—they were aniwered.
God was in the cabinet with thofe Sages who
dared to proclaim thefe States free and indepen-
dent—God was 1n the field with thofe Herocs,
who appofed their breafts to Britifh thunder—
and God crowned the arduous conteft with
vitory. Never pretend that you are actuated
by the principles of the revolution, if you dii-
card morality and religion. Thefe were the
brighteft traitsin the charalters of our politi-
¢al Fathers. Vencration for them—our own
prefent and fsture happinefs—love for our poi-
terity—above all, duty to God, folemnly en-
join on us to imbibe and cultivate Chriftianity.
Not the mere form, as is too oftcn the cafe, to
anfwer political purpofes ; but, the fpirit and
the power. This would lead to a right feries
of conduct, and would excite the rational hope,
that the God of cur Fathers will be our God.
Then would Freedom’s temple continue to
rife——the fons of infidelity would hide their
heads, and, NONE WOULD BE CONSIDERED THE
FRIENDS OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE AND
FREEDOM, WdO ARE THE ENEMIES OF AMLR-
ICA’S GOD, '

F I N I &8
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r The following Toasrs awere drank on the cccafim, ot the
.. Houfe of Krisna Ruceiss, Efg. -
1. The Inflitstion of civil Gevernment—May this only proteQicn of per-
fonal right never be choaked by anarchy, or fwvallcwed up by defpotifin.
2. Ths Cozflitntion of the UNITED SvTATES.e-May it ncver be over-
thrown by chofe who are out of, or fubverted by thofe who are in the
adminiftraticn of government. _
3. The Conflitution of Mi:facbufitts.—May it never want fuch a fappore-
er as GOVERKOR STRONG. ‘ ~
& Toe Fudisisry Dedartment.—May the Legiflative and Executioc depart-
merts zever attempt o intermeddle with its rights.
S. Agriculture, th: feeds of life of our coumiry—~May it flourith uader
the foitering hand of government.
6. Comrer:ze end trade—May tl’u:yi never more be impeded by the
piratical intrufion of open enemies or falfe friends. ‘
7 Tie Anerican E:gle—May the hawks and the vultures bf Exropebe
taughtto Py it 2 fuitable refpe@, and keep at a proper diftance.
8. Tke Mewory of WasuincToN.—May the hand which would over-
- throw the beautiful firudure he has raifcd, wither in the impious attempt.
9. The ilh:frious Congrefs wef 1776—~May their wiitues be emulated
"l uuperfeQion is extindt, ‘ .
10. The Heross <wbo /2l in the Revolationary War—May their blood

never cry to heaven for veigearce againft our citizens for negle@ing the
dear hought purchaic of their blood ,

11. The DAY wwecelcbratz—NMay it be an everlafting monumeat of the
fuccefs whiuch attends the virtuous cfforts of free men.

12. Tke C..rgy.--May their preccpts and their examples equally enforce
the principles and the pra&ice of morality. |

¥3. The Militic = May their alce.nefs forever fﬁ:crccd: the necefity of

a ftanding aviy,

Y4, The Seminaries of Learning.—~From thefe fonntains may firecams of
knowledge pervade every part of the nation, end prevent the fthadces of
burbarifin from'darkening the profpe&s of America.

ts. Tur OLp Coloxv.—May that piety fo confpicuous in its firft fct-
tlers ever fhine in their pofterity. '

16. UNiTy.—~May the veice of difrord be heard no more in our Land,

7. LaserTy, Prace aAND LzGITIMATE-GOVERNMENT TO AlL
THE WORDD. .






