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TO celebrate the Monarch's Fame is the Peet-
Laureat’stafk—To record the rife and. fall of Empires
Is the peculiar province of the hiftoriac—but to im-
mortaliz: in anniverfary commemorations the emanci-
pation of a people from the (hackles of flavery,is the
fac more grateful employment of a freeman. The
orators of old might dazzle with the f{plendor of dic-
tion, and the populace kifs their chains ociled with
the harmony of words, Demofthenes, in philip-
pic ftraing, might roule.the Grecks to arms, and Cige.
ro, in diffufive language, add a temporary fuel to }i~
berty within the walls of Rome. _ |
Bat Liberty, eftablithed on the broad bafis of inde-
pendence, and the peoples’ virtue needs not the ajd
of fweet fl »wing pariods, nor hilden remedies con-
cealed in guilded pills.  Undeceitful experience reali-
x2s the {ub.tance from the thadow, and difcrimin ates

between the Phantom and Fruition,  She maigles
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herfelf throygh the whole body of the peonle, and hee
right hand 18 equally embraced by the Peafant and
sfluent. She wants not the venal fliie of the fyco-
phant, to proclaim her value, nor pens dipt in wifdom
to enhance her worth.

TEe fllufive pen of menality, tp calm the breaft of
oppreflion, finds no place with her ; neither does the
worfhip affliGion, through the mirror of deception,
Whilft the courtier in delpotic governments, to pleafe
his prince, tortures truth and language, and philofo-
phizes oppreflion into fyf{lem, and the venal wiiter to
caft a thade over the mifery of his fellow mortals, tells
them in all the gravity of aniftocratic elcquence, that
happioefs is theirs. ‘'Whilft flave is made acceflary
to the oppreflion of his fcliow flave, and all tread
together the fame round of mifery and defpair. The
Free-man puflefles, in actual erjoyment, what the
flave knows but in idea, the whole extent of her elo-
-quence is embraced in.this expreflion, 1 am free !

The unity of truth needs nat the circamlocution of
Janguige to prove its exiftance ; it is incapable of al.
loy. The gay file of tyrants with all its gaudy attire
muft give place to the chafte flile of democratic im-
plicity ; and whilit the mind of genius is labouring to
prove unexifting felicity, and confolating fhadows
into {ubftance ; the free.man with {efs expeace of
truth and virtue, enjoys the prize, the other fails to
obtain.

It is my part, this day, to lead in this place the celes
bration of that event which ought to be recorded in
Jetters of gold not only on cach American beeaft, but
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likewife on the breaft of every friend to humanity-~
Tbe declaration of the Independence of the Untted States
of America ! An event which will cedound to the be-
nefit of unborn millions | an event which future a-
ges will fantify with feltive oblatiens, and for which
they will have moft abundant reafon to blefs thofe
who fict embarked in that caufe which gave birth to
M.

On the foarth of July 1776, the AmericanCongrefs

declared thefe ftates free and independent, and total:

ly abfolved them from all allegiance to the Britifh
crown. The effe@s arifing from this feverance of
connedtion with the Britith empire, we have now had
eighteen years experience ; the event has amply prov-
ed the atility of the meafuse, and the wifdom of thole
who adopted it.

This famous declaration, which emancipated three
millions of people from the hand of tyranny and op-
preflion, has been annually celcbrated in this country
with feftivity and joy.

Bat the occafion which gives rife to thefe general
difplays of feftivity and congratulation, is not coafiried
folely to this weftern world. We fee the facred prin-
ciples of Liberty andthe Rights of Man, expanding
far and wide, their benign influences ; and catching
like ele@ric fire fluid, among the long opprefled in-
habitants of the European nations. Already has the
fair goddefs of Libertvy ere@ed her ftandard in France,
and twenty five millions, inholy devotion,have bow’d

the knee 'to her facred {hrige. This benign friend of
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the human race,like the latent fire of enthufiafm jg
now making the moft rapid ftrides in thofe countries
which for ages have been geovelling under the dark
clouds of defpotifm.

Nor will {he ftop her career tiil the has brought all
her enemies under her feet. Thaus thall the offspring
become intsutors of wildom to their parents.

Now will the genius of Liberty, if | may be in-
dulged a propheticidea, be confined within the nac-
row bounds of Europe ; her influences, are as per-
vading as the folar rays, and her refources as inexc
hauftable as infinite goodnefs.

Having erefed and citablithed her flandard in the:
European werld, fhe crofes the Helelpont to give
Liberty to Afia. Thither waving her inviting Ban—
ner, till the Rights of Man ride triumphant on the
Lanks of Indies, and Africa in her turn experiences
the happy infliences of her power,germinatiog in her:
fuil. However phantaftic, the accomplithment of,
thefe events, may be, to the mind of the fceptic, they.
will ever be the ardent wifhes of that benevolence,
which is exercifed in diffufing fome fhare of its owr.,
felicity. Of that humanity, which.ever ought to.
chara@ersize a reafonable Being.

But let us return from thefe ideal contemplations
of foreign Countries, to what pafles, and is livelily
exhibited in our own. It is here that we behold the
bleflings arifing from Freedom and Independence.
It is here that we behold, almoft exclufively exercifed
the birth-Right of Man. A government which ia

the legitimate offspring of the peopies” will, as cquals
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Jy remote from Licentioufne(s on the one hand, a8
from tyranny on the other. A government, the re.
qult of wifdcm, founded in juftice and as facred as
virtue. Itis herein this land of Liberty and Free-
dom,that we have the moft abuandant teftimony from
experience, that man is capable of governing himf{eif ;
a pofition which the fages of old acknowledge to be
beautiful in theory, but denied its reducibility to prac:
tice. :

In the prefent unhappy difturbances in Eucope, and
the convulfions which bave lately diitracted that pary
of the world, the wildom of our government, and
the bleflings of our Independence, have been fingu-
larly manifefted. Although our local fituation natg-
rally detatches usfrom thevortex.of European pulitics,
yet we muf(t inevitably have been involved therein,
had it not been for our ladependence. Although
every effort has been made, which invention could
fuggeft, not only by European emiflaries, but by in- .
ternal enemies of our government, to plunge us into
this tranfatlantic war,-and as the groflct violations
of the principles of neutrality, which it has been the
policy nf this country, to-obferwe, have been pratifed
yet wehave hitherto, happily elcaped that misfortune.
Whoever will cait hiseye upon the hiftory of Europe;
for tw) C:ataries paflt, will find that there has been.
aa altial exilttinz-wic in that country for neariy one
halfof thz tim: du-ing that period, and which has,
indeed, notbzen confined to one or two Nations, but
his com noaly enaraced in its conlegasnces, moit of

the Earopean pywers,  Ia i&, tae prefent moa:




{ 8

ichics]l- goveraments in that county, sre o complest
and intficate, chicf executive powers, {0 attached w
euch other, by family compa@s and the ties of con-
{angainity, thatit amouats slmott to a total Deftruc-
tion uf Independence among them, fo that it would
{cem apon the Principles of the prefent complicated
fyftem of Politics in Europe, that the millions of that
beautiful country, sre deftined by nature, to be the
abje& flaves of a few crowned heads. They would
kike the antient Egyptian tyrant, thake the reins of op-
fliom over the head of their fellow mortals, harnet-
to the chariot.

The principles o f flavery feem to have been fo
Iacorporated in the conftitation,the mind fo accuftom-
ed to vaflalage, ard the underftanding fo cramped by
oppreflion, that human nature feems to have forgot.
sen s original dignity. The French nation in their
Rate and prefent ftrugples for liberty feem to have vi-
brated to the oppofite extreme. From excefs of Def-
potifm, they appear to be plunging themfelvesinto the
golph of Anacchy—Aa evil infinitely worfe than the
moft abfolute Tyranny.

It may be doubtcd, whether there are many French.
men in France, who have a2 truec Americanidea of the
Rights of Man ; o irregular and fo capricious has
been the condu@ of their National Aflembly.

The folution of this political problem, that man is
capable of governing and being governed, of diffufing
and enjoying bappinefs, without _the intervention of
hereditary Locds and Tyrants, is referved for Ameri-
ca—It is to this couutry that the world is indebted for
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the demonftration of this fa&, that, though thé lawts
of toctety can regulate the inheritance of property, it
cannot that of the human mind.

That princes and fubje@s, mafters and flavés, were
inféparable appéndages of human nature was the an.
tient received opinion, and under the praical influ-
ence of this ides, have mankind becn fubje@ed for
many ages.

‘But in this enlightened age, we tehold mankind af.
Tdmng their native dignity. The human mind,{ub-
Jje€ting itlelf to the Empire of Realon—We behold
cach individual freely exercifing the difpofal of his
life, liberty and property, agreesble to the laws.

The dotrine of mine and thipe is no longer confi.
ned to the uncertain caprice of a defpot, but its prin-
ciples are defined by the permanent laws of our coun-
try—If then my fellow citizens, we have been thus
highly favoured ; thus diftinguithed from the other
nations of the earth, with the bleflings of Indepen-
dence, with a free, equitable and permanent govern.
ment ; with the moft unlimited exercife of all thafe
rights and priviledges, to which we are entitled by
the laws of nature and of nature’s God ; is there not the
wideft field open for the difplay of gratitude | Ought
we not this day in commemoration of that glorious e~
vent, to that invifible being, who difpofes of affairs ac.
cording to ‘his will, offer up our tributes of praile and
thanksgiving ¢ Ought we not to confider, wherefore
it 1s, that providence hath been pleafed, to make fuch
mamfeit interpofitions iré our favo'urf That being
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without .arms, ammunition or money,without friends
or allies, without iaws, governmert or difcipline, we.
were enabled to oppole, for a time, the unjuft en-
croachments of one of the mightiet powers in Eu-
rope—And finally with fubfequent and unforeieen.
aid, fuppcrted in the confli@, till our enemies were:
compcllcd to ratify and acknowledge that declaration.
which we are now celebrating.

And while we are thus emproving this opportuni-
ty, to celebrate the Independence of our country ; do-
not our breafts heave with gratitude, aud cur hearts
palpitate with joy, in ccatrafting the prefent,with the.
year feventeen hundred twenty one ; when this town.
was an uncharterd foreft, and its only inhabitants.
were beafts of prey ; and for maay years afterwards.
the inhabitants who had fettied here, weee continual-
ly expofed to deftru@ion by the incurfions of the In-
dian favagés®*—Methinks, I now have in my cye,fome.
of the relatives of thofe why have feverely experien.
ced the effe@s of their favage barbanty-—-Whofc bui-
bands or wives, pareats ar children, brothers or fitters.
have been facrificed to the fhrine of their inhuman.
cmchy; it will rot bz expe&ed that 1 fhould enter in-
to 2 hiftoric deduétion of thofe events, as they are fo.

reipn from the defign of this days cclcbrauon Thofe.
fa&s, it is probable, are much better known to many.
cf you, than to me. Itis tufficient for us that we

* There was aQoally prefent a: the delivery of this addrefs, the
hufband ot a woman kitled by she Indians in the year 1747, wirh
feveral of her children—Atfo not only {everal of the brothers and:
fifliers of four mea who were kifled the year before, but many of

their children.
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have no further occafion, to ‘fear their infults, nor
dread their vengeance. The hufbandman needs not
now, his mufket as his neceflary companion at the
plough, nor the garrifon for his evening retreat. *His
arms may now reft {fufpended in his houle, and with
his wife and - children he may now fleep in quiet, la-
bour in peace and be happy.. 1 doubt not, on this
glorious occafion, that with the female part of this
aflcmbly I fhall find union of hearts and hands.

You my female friends, in a particular manner,have
abundant reafon to rejoice ; the delicacy of your per.
fons, and the tyranny of cuftom, render it far more
difficult for you to emigrate from countries groaning
under the iron hand of oppreffion, than it 1s for us.
You will therefore, 1 prefume cordially join in the
cclebration of this day. Your bofoms will glow
with gratitude, and your countenances bloom with joy,
in the contemplation of that event, which reftores to
you, your hufbinds, your lovers and your friends.
The {weetnefs of your fmiles, will alleviate any fuf_
ferings we may be called to endure in this flu@uating
fcene of things, and greatly euhances the feiicities of
Independence.

As we have now a firm and efficient governmeht,
founded on the laws of equality and juftice, which is

recognized by moft of the belligerent Powers of Eu-
rope, and which has become the admiration and the
envy of the world ; let us not be inattentive to the
pratc eof thofe moral virtues without which no

government can exilt ; may we be infpired with holy

¢ WanrviLLe's Travels.
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eeal in the exercifeof benevolence snd good will t3
mankind. As we refpe@ the benefits of liberty and
frecdom, fo et us, with religious devotion, adore that
being os whom sloe we arc dependests. May weo
never want s difpofition, to.sbound in the difcharges
of public fasth and private wirtwe. May liberty and
the rights ‘'of man, remain in this countrj as long as
the procreative principles of nature fhall exift ; and
future ages forever hailthe day which gave them I

dependence,

FINIS




