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rermon necessary, ¥canoply say, that 1 awm requested,
by thuse whom I wish to gratily, fo publish 1t; and
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it mav bLe useful

TR g T ¥l

*
.ll-

wp P



INDEPENDENCE-SERMON.

THIS is a day of rejoicing in our land ; and should

be also aday of praise. Itis a distressing thought,
that, in our national jubilee, we should forget to
bless the Lord. It is my intention to remind you
this morning how kindly God has treated us: And
would it not be treachery in his ambassador, not to
notice our ungrateful return 2 To contrast /s
‘ooodness with our rebellion, will tend to make
us humble and thankful. Hoping to promote
your devotions on this auspicious day, and by
this means to advance your happiness, and bring
glory to God, I have chosen as the text,

* ISAIAH 1 2.

HEAR, 0 HEAVENS, ANN GIVE EAR, 0 EARTH ; FOR THE
LORD HATH SPOKEN : I HAVE NOURISHED AND BROUGHT
UP CHILDREN, AND THEY JAVE REBELLED AGAINST ME.

How provoking is the sin of ingratitude ! Among
men it is co! . .dered unpardonable, while every other
crime 1s forgiven, 1o be ungrateful argues a want
of ingenuousness, of which cven the most ungrateful
are not willing to be accused. And how can we
wonder that pride takes the alarm, when a charge is

brought that argues baseness, not to be found in the
herd of the stall.

The descendants of Abraham, to whom the pro-
phet refers, furnish us a long history of Ingrati-

tude. God had so distinguished them as to render
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them cternal debtors to his mercy, but they rebelled
against him.  He called Abraham from Ur of the
Chaldecs, a land of dark idolatry, gave him a large
posterity, and made them the objects of his peculiar
carc.  When oppressed with famine, the king of k.-
gypt must feed them.  When enslaved, God raised
them up a delivercr, who brought them out with tri-
umph. He bade the waves of the sea roll back and
leave them a passage, and return to discomfit their
foes. He miraculously clothed, fed, and guided them
forty years. He then divided Jordan, and introdu-
ced them into a beautiful country, which, being wa-
tered with enriching dews and timely showers, fur.
nished them all that heart could wish., To give
them room he “drove out the heathen with hishand.”
They had riches, honours, pleasures, and health.
God delivered to them his word, called them his
children, and placed in their magnificent temple the
symbol of his presence. -

When the ten tribes revolted from the house of
David, and were abandoned to dispersion and slave-
ry, he still kept his eye on Judah. He gave them
wise kings, faithful prophets, and a mild and happy
government. Still had thev the means of knowing
the mind of God. They bad their temple, their high
priest, their holy altar, and their daily sacrifice. Yor
many years they sat under their vines and hg-trees,
aud none made them afraid.

Thus God nourished and brought them up as child-
ren.  Had he not a right to expect their obedience ?
Was it not enough to astonish heaven and earth, to
see it withheld 2 Can we, without amazement, betold,
that, in contempt of all this succession of mercies,
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that peopie made them other gods, and bowed to
images which themsclves had carved ? "They -
prisoned their prophets, profaned therr cemiple, har-
dened thear hearts, and generated a posterity prepa-
red to embrue therr hands in the blood of Christ.
All this mischicf achieved by that people, God resolv-
cd to destroy ; but first commands heaven and carth
to listen tothe story of their apostacy. ¢ Hear, O
Heavens,” &ec.

How aptly docs this whole history apply tous! If
Judah’s ingratitude has ever been surpassed,—if 1t
has ever been egualled, it has been in America.
While attending to this short history, you have been
making the comparison between that nation and ours.
/7e have been nurtured with the same [atherly care,
and have been equally rebellious. Of us, as of Israel,
it may m truth be said, * Hear, O Heavens,” &c.

In pursuing the subject, I shall follow the natural
division of the text; and show first that God /as
nourtshed and 6rougfzt us up as catldren, and secondly
that Ve have rebelled against him.

I. Iam toshow thatGod has nourishedand brought
us up as children. A kind parent aims to promote
the best good of his children, and to this point bends
every effort. So the dealings of God with us have
been calculated to promote our best good. ¢ He
hath not dealt so with any” other * nation.” In proot
of this assertion, we have only to lock ut facts, Isit
asked, Wherein has God given us proof of paternal
aftection? I answer, |

I. In preparing us such a goodly land. It is De-
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iicved that no portion of the globe s to the sume ex-
tent, so fertile, healthful, und gleasant, as the United
states of America.

Our soil is fertile. Hardly does any land furnish
its inhabitants comfort or luxury that ours does not
vield for us.  Our vallies wave with corn, our hills
arc white with harvests, and our very mountains, to
their highest chfts, feed our flocks. 'Till God shall
become angry, and shall forbid the showers to enrich
our fields, we never need be dependent for our bread
or clothing on any other nation. What one region
of our country will not produce, grows abundantly
in some other.

And we draw sustenance from our bays and riv- -
ers., 'Thus were the ficlds to yield no meat, and
should the herd be cut off from the stall,”” we should
be still supplicd, -On this point every reasonable de-
sire 1s satisfied, and every ground of fear removed.

To fertility God has added beauty.,. Ours is all
that rich variety of scenery which canplease the eye or
charm theheart. Qurextensive plains, encircled with
cultivated hills, watered with meandering streams,
and opening upon the traveller as he reaches the emi-
nence, attord prospects the most enchanting.  Ifany
doubt whether our land is beautiful, ask the christian,
who, 1n some favoured hour, ascended the mountain,
and fcit s soul rise from the broad.-spread landscapc
to the God who planned and built the scene ;~ask
hum if ¢ our lines have” not ¢ fallen to us in pleasant
places.”  Ask the mariner, who has been shipwreck-
cd upon the coast of Africa, and has scen the sable
tr.bes muking a delicious meal on reptiles,~-ask him
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if we have not a gonodly heritage.  Ask the traveller,
who has scorched his feet in Arabian deserts, and has
chmbed the Ararat, if the tender mercies of the Lord
to us are not great.  Ask one, if you please, who has
secn the lawns and parks of polished Europe, if uature:
has not furnished our America with richer lawns and
nobler parks. Will it not excite gratitude to com-
parc our country 2 point of beauty with any segion
of the globe ? What was once said of England is
more truc of America. ““ It 1s a paradise of pleu-
sure, the garden of God.  Qur vales are like Lden,
our hills as L.ebanon, our springs as Pisgah, our riv-

ers as Jordan, our walls the ocean, and our dctence
the Lord Jehovah.”

Nor is any portion of the globe,: to the same ex-
tent, more fiealthful. This is particularly. true of
this state.  From the eternal snows of the north, and
from the sultry heats and deadly blasts of the south,
we are well removed. The longevity of our grand
parents, recorded on yonder tombstones; the many
in our assembly to-day, on whom is seen the blos-
som of the almond- tree, bear witness that God has
blessed with health and long life his American Israel.
The numbers who can be spared from the sick and
dying bed, to wait on God this morning in his house,
bear testimony to the salubrity of our clime. Yes,
God has fraught every gale with Iife, and has wafted
health to us in every breeze. The ecffects of his
bounty are seen 1n every countenance, and feltin ev-
ery nerve,

In all this God has acted the part of a kind father;
has nourished and brought us up as children,  The
land of Canaan, although described as flowing with
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milk and honey, was not a better land.  Nor will
God demand less of us than of Isracl. e charges
us with every field, every spring, and every river.
He notes against us every shower that falls upon our
hills, and every dew drop that moistens the vales.

2. There was a display of God’s parental affection
In giving us existence in this favoured land.  Long
had it been the lonely haunt of suvages,  Our forefa-
thers were natives of other realms, realms now per-
haps in ruins.  If God had not intended to be a fath-
cr to us, we might there have been born, and might
there have lived, in the midst of oppression, tears, and
want. We might have been forced into those armies
which have perished on the plainsof Europe, stiffened
withDecember’s frosts, or fattening the soil withtheir
blood. But God had kindnesses in store for us, and
bid our fathers fly to some other land,

..._...—-l--l-"' - —_ gl g dp
b

But whither could they fly ? When they first be-
gan to teel oppression, ‘America was unknown in Eu-
rope. It had lain hid beyond a vast expanse of track-
less ocean ever since it sprang from chaos. True, it
had beenvisited, butfrom itsdrearybourn, no one had
returned to bear tidings. Drriven before the eastern
tornado, the wretched had known its rocky shores as
the place of their midnight shipwreck; else unknown,
But Divine Goodness, which had long kept it in re-
serve for us, raised it into view, just at the moment
when oppression was preparing our fathers to wish
and pray for some asylum where they and their chil-
dren might be free. T'he immortal Columbus sought
cour shores.  Qur ancestors followed him, under the
same divine escort.  And here we are this morning

1 a land of plenty, health, and freedom.
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My hearers, do you not feel that God was kind in
all this? Think then of the millions, who aret his day
m.scrably poor, on that ground where we might
have been wretched paupers, if our forefathers had
remained at home. Think of Europe’s precious
youth, who have been lately torn from home m their
tender years, to min the navy and fill the armies.
Think of the fathers, who now need sons to prop
their age, but have lost them in Dittle.  Ah! and
mothers, more licipless still, without a child remain-
g to solace their widow-hood. See that band of
females ! they have been to the shore to salute their
husbands, but they return in despair; their husbands -

have fallen n the ficld.¥  "Think of the pleasant cot- s

tages wrapped in flames by the torches of a désolat.
mgarmy. Recollect the sufterings of thaﬂlttle Swiss’
Republic, to whom liberty was so dear, that mothei's
teft their infants under the oaky: and: fdﬂght Hnd Il

F,'I'* ":l k‘r\rn

by the side of their husbands Whlle ]Tumamty
bleeds over these scenes of distress, let piety raise to
Heaven a tearful eye,. and say,’ "% Bless the Lord, O
my soul, and all within me bl'ess his holy name, M &e.

3. Asa parent his childi'én, the Lord has instruct-
ed us. We were from infancy taught to read the
scriptures, and were early placed under the droppings
of the sanctuary. Many of us have been devoted to
God in baptism, and have thus been made members
of the school of Christ. Pious parents have whispered
truth in our ears. Ever have we had line upon line,
and precept upon precept. In no other quarter of the
globe have all classes the means of instruction.  And

* A scene actually witnessed not long since in England, -

on the return from Spam of a remnant of Lord Welling-
ton’s ariny,

B
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in thhs matter has not the Lord been a kind father ?
If a doubt remains, think of those crowds of Papists,

who, through ignorance of the seripturcs, pray to de-
parted saints, and tender’ gold for the pardon of sin !
Sec thosc herdes of Mahometans, stupid as the beast,
till their infuriated passions arouse them to spill a
brother’s blood. Think of the millions of Pagan
tribes, who to this day worship a block of wood.
Yes, think of the hundreds of millions, who never
saw a Bible, .who never enjoyed a Sabbath, and to
whom no kind angel of mercy cver carried proffers of
pardon. Think of these things, and you cannot

. _doubt the fatherly kindness of God in providing for

61'11‘ -instruction.

- 4. God has e\ercmed parental love in defending
our country in tlmes of danger. Our whole history,
from the first ]andmg of onr forefathers, is but one

"--,.

continucd; d{Fc;utmg account of God’s care of them
andus. When that first ship brought that little band
of persecuted chrlstlans, and. landed them, in the
midst of winter, on' Plymouth’s bleak, inhospitable
coast ;——when they there kindled their first fire, a-
idst howling beasts and’ yelling savages;—-when
they there fell on their knees, and to Heaven raised
their eyes, streaming with tears ;—when they cover-
cd their little babes with the leaves blown from the
trces of autumn, and stationed a centinel to watch
the foc ; how could 1t be doubted but they would be
driven from the land they had reached ? Who could
have predicted, or would have dared to hope, that
God +wvould soon give them peaceable possession of
all this extensive country ?

And afterward, when the savage band conspired
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to destroy that little company of strangers ;—when
the scalping knife was raised over the slumbers of
the cradle ;—when the savage yell disturbed the mid-
night dream, and the angry flames were consuming
the little thatched hovels where our mothers slept ;
who could have thought that God intended so soon
to give the word, and bid thosc savages retire to the
western forests 2 Who could have believed or dream-
ed that those miserable hovels wonid o afew years
be exchanged for these beautiful mansions which now
acdorn our land ?

And when, afterward, the merciless Frenchmen -
bore down upon us from the north, and in the west
hired against us the bloody tomuhawk ;—when their
ships of war covered our lakes, and spread destruc-
tion along our Atlantic shores, and the savage band
broke in upon our frontiers, each pressed on by in-

fernal fury ; who.could have thought ‘that: Heaven
designed, by this war, to_prepare us for futare con-

flicts, and raise us up an lmmortal Washington to be
the future savior of our cqpntxt} .

And when, at length, the very land that gave us
birth became hostile ;—ihen her Hoating purgatorles
thundered on nur coast and burned our cities, and
her hard hearted veferans were rav aging our country,
stripping our fathers of their flocks and herds, and
our mothers of theie well-carned food, and of the
couch on which they dare not rest, and could not
slecp ;—when at length we were forced to inake an
appeal to the sword, and our little companies of un-
disciplined troops were rallying ronnd their general ;
—when our fathers began to fall in the high places
of the field, and our methers, with some of us infants
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i their arms, fled trom the foe, and saw him bhurn
thew dwellings ;—when at length the temples of the
hving God were converted into barracks, profaned
with the soldier’s oath, and dissipated night with
thetr blazing spives ;—when the meck ambassador
of the cross®* must dic for loving his country, and for
wishing to be free; and when all hearts began to ache
and to bleed, and Heaven had not vet begun to eive
us the victory,—in this trying hour who would have
thought, that God intended so soon to deliver us frim
the oppressive yoke of our parent country, and make
us an independent and happy Republic,

While we look round us, and sce some present,
- who still wear the scars they reccived in that perilous
hour, we feel emotions of gratitude which we cannot
Supprcss. Ves, f:athers whilg we bless God for be-
ing “our rock, of ‘defence in the desperate hour, we

thank you for the. Qﬂbrts you made to earn and deliver

to us the fair mherltance of freedom. We never
willy 70 never, forwet youl toils and dangers. We
will cherish you in your dcclmmg yoars, and when
you are dead, we will le ad our infant children to your
graves, and tell them the history of your sufterings
in the cause of freedem. But, fathers, while we
thank you that you fought in Isracl’s hosts, we en.
treat you to love Ismcl’s God. And ye aged moth-
crs, vou fled with us from the malice of the foe; O

flce with us from the wrath to come !

Here I could stay and mention other mercies till
the sun had gone down. God has given us a hap-
pier form of government than is now enjoyed in any
other portion of the globe.  Life, property, and the

% Mr. Caldwell, of Elizabeth-Town.
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rights of conscience are securc, Parents arc no
constrained to send their children, at the call of a ty-
vant, to be trained up to the art of murder. As yeo
we have suffered but little by the present distressing
war. The foe has destroyed others 5 fellow-citizens
have spilt their blood in the ficld, and others have
lost their all, while we arc unmolested. Nor have
we felt the distresses of famine, The poorest among
us have bread, while, in our world, and doubtless
some parts of our land, there are those who are des-
titute.  God has kept us too from those plagues and
pestilences which huve desolated other countries.
Our breezes are yet laden with health, O how good
1s the Lord!

And we could tell of zrzdwzdzml blebsmgs.' Ged
has guarded our lives, : In the midst of a-thousand
snares we have been safely kept, “Whe can say why

we have not been numbered among” the millions
dead, or the thousands now in the -agonies of disso-

lution. Every day and every hout have our lives
been forfeited., If God had b;dden us die any morn- |
ing or any evening, he had still been _]ust and s;ood
But he yet allows our blood to How warm ipour veins,
and the hearttobeathigh with life in our bosoms. In
all this how strong atestimony ofthe divine goodness !

But our wonder mustincrease. God has not only
spared us, and detended us from harm, but has with
his bounty rendered our lives comfortable and happy,
We have been surrounded with every thing that
could sweeten life. Qur friends have smiled upon .
us, and loved us. ¢ God has fed us with the finest of
the wheat, and with the honey out of the rock has he
satisfied ps.”” We have sat peaceably 1n our dwellings,
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and have scen the rich harvests ripening in our ficlds,
while other dwellings have resounded with dying
aroans, and other ficlds have been fattened with hu-
man gore.  Thus God has cmployed his wisdom
and power mn making rebels happy. I all this does
not excite our gratitude, the bheasts of the stall will find
a tongue toreproach us: for ¢ the ox knowcth his
owner, and the ass his master’s crib,”

But, to crown our other mercies, to blacken our
mngratitude, and raisc our wonder toits climax ; God
offers us eternal life through his Son.  We are pres-
- sed with the obligations of dying love. The Holy
Spirit, with kind intent, has come down among us.
Through all the past year he has been knocking at
the door of some of our hearts. And perhaps many
present. have ‘continued to rejcet his kindest entrea-
ties. - And still dwme compstsmon waits to save.

1 1' I‘i |
ln.l' . | I
L I1It|

‘T'hus after oﬁﬁﬁuphas run over with earthly bles-

~sings, God has openedto us all the treasures of Heav-
en.  First le fills our table with his fruits and his
wines, and then invites us to the marriage supper of
the Lamb. Here is unparallelled benevolence. No
world has known the like. The. ange]s have seen
nothing like it in Heaven, devils have: hieard of noth-
ing hkc itin hell. That God should‘Be kind to the
good 1s to be expected ; but that infinite wisdom and
love should exhaust their skill to make a rebel happy,
15 enough to excite wonder in the breast of Gabriel.

Having thus nourished and brought us up as chil-
dren, had not the Lord a right to expect obedience ?
Are we not the basest of creatures if we do not love

and serve him? I appeal to conscience which God
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has placed as his witness, in your bosom.  What
demand does that messenger of Heaven make upon
vou te day ? Should not the passing hours be spent
in God’s praise ? If otherwise employed will not the
God of Israel be angry 2 And yet we know that nonc
will give him praise but thosc who love him. All
others will profanc this day, and thus provoke his
wrath. I procced to the other part of my subject.

II. While God has been exhibiting all this paren-
tal atlection, we have rebelled against him.  Every
breach of God'slaw, every departure from duty, ev-
cry unholy aftection and improper action is rebellion.
In our case, asin that of Judah, when God complain.-
cd by the prophet, we exhibit degeneracy. as well =
as rebellion, 'We have departed from the piety and
rectitude of our forefathers. I shall at present men-
tion some of the prevailing sins of our land;: by which

it is mantfest that we are both a degenémte and re.
bellious people. And while I proceed every one

must allow his conscience to do its office. Itisto no

purpose that the gospel 1s pl*.eached unless the truth
Is felt. A

The first sin I mention as proving our degeneracy
and rebellion, is ‘the want of family religion in our
land : instance family prayer. While we are com.-
manded to pray with all manner of prayer, lifting up
holy hands to God, many families entirely neﬂ'lect the
duty. Irom no domestic altar ascends thelr morn-
ing and evening sacrifice. They. rise with the sun,
and address themselves to the business of the day,
without asking God to watch or gulde them. I fear
some of my hearers did not pray in their families this
morning. (od only knows. And no doubt as many



16

will retire this evening, without thanking Gad for pre.-
scrving goodness, or cngaging any heavenly guard to
watch thc sleeping ptllow.  Now if l)dl(l]tb do not
pray 1n their families, we cannot hope that they do
in their elosets. T'hat parent who finds scerct prayer
dehightful, will endeavor by example to teach his chil-
dren prayer. It 1s reported that some professors of
religton have no prayer in their families, and ask no
blessing over theirfood.  Somc are said to pray only
on the sabbath, and ask a blessing over one meal in
the day- Why not, with the same propricty, pray
once in the year, and ask only an annual blessing over
“the ingathcred harvest 2 This would cut the busi-
ness short.

In thlS point:we have degenerated. It 1ssaid that
among our forefathers there was no family without a
domestlc altar, mo little helpless immortals without a

father’s prayerq . They. part@ok not of the divine
bounty till they had bléssed the Giver. Could they

return they would blush to own thClI‘ offspring.

How can the christian neglect duties so plain ?
How can the father, whose title implies the warmest
affection, let his children retire at:'night, till he has
committed them to the care of God ? If neglected by
the father, how can the mother, a name yet more
tender, lay her little ones upon their pillows, till she
has put them under the care of the watchman of Is.
racl. How do careless parents know that their chil-
dren will live till the morning ? And should hey
die on that night when they were not the subjccts of
parcntal prayer, how must those parents feel ? With
what heart-rending anguish must they convey their
boadiesto the grave.,  The neglect of this duty 1 par.
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ncular, and of family religion in general, 1s doubt.

less a crying sin which proves our apostacy and rebel-
/ion, and must draw down divine judgments.

2. Another common sin, equaliy manifesting de-
zeneracy and rebellion, 1s the neglect of discipline
in famihlies and churches. Many families have no
government. The children never feel restraint,
and so never learn obedience. The consequence is,
they often despise their parents, and prove scourges
to saciety. The world 1s the loser by their exis.
tence. They live only to cumber the ground, and
reproach their parents; How ashamed ought pa-
rents to.be of such children! and how afraid should
society :be of such parents !

In churches the same neglect of discipline prevails.
Some, who have no pretensians to heart religion, are
- admitted to the communton.~ Many are scen there
who are not morel. -Yes, the lips of profaneness
touch the symbals of 'a dying Christ. Hands pol-
luted with the intoxicating:bowl, and trembling un-
der its dire effects, are moved to the sacred cup. The
scorner, in many places, takes his seat among the fol-
lowers of the Lamb. The very disciples of Iscariot,
who envy-Jésus a-throne with the Father, and would
pluck every gem from his crown; who trample upon
truth ; and would gladly extirpate the church, or at
least kindle a hell in her bosom—these come for-
ward, with brazen front, and commemorate the dy-
ing love of Christ. Were He to come and put him-
self again in the power of sinners, would not many
of our communicants leave the sacrament and go to
crucify him? In the days of our forefathers, there

was not this want of drscipline. Every family was 2
C 3
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Little church, 1 which pious parents bent every ef-
fort to make their children like themselves.  Depar-
ture from duty met reproof. ‘The child who would
disobey a parent, disrespect superiors, disturb devo-
tion, or profane the name of God, would meet the
frowns of his play-fcllows.

'The church member who walked disorderly was
reproved, and at once cither reclaimed or cut off.
None came to the Lord’s table who were not strictly
moral, and hopcfully plous. Theyhadnoidea, inthose
days, that unrencwed men had any right to the chil-
dren’s bread. If they were correct we are degene-
rate. It would be happy for the church and the
world if that golden age could return. And return it
must ; discipline must be administered, before there
will be a reformation of mérals, or any extensive re-
vival of religion in our land.  And have we not rea-
son to belicve that a.reformation in this matter must
precede the removal of those judgments which we
begin to fecl. - If God frowned because he dzmppmv-

ed, why smile till he approve ¢
. Yol . .

5. The profanation of thc Sabbath is another gen-
cral sin, proving us degenerate and rebellious. Oncc
that day was respected in America. The man who
did not regard the Sabbath was not csteemed. The
person who walked the streets on that day, unless.to
or from the house of God, was considered a disturb-
er of the public peace.* Then the waterman an-
chored kis vessel in the harbor till the hours of Sab.

* In one of the largest States’in the Union, a tithing-
man stopped the Licutenant-Governor. as he was w alhnlﬂ'
out on the Sabbath, and obliged him to return.



19

bath were by ; the traveller delayed his journey, and
the young laid aside their pastimes.  Now the sailor
bezins his voyage, the traveller pursucs his journcy,
voung men their pleasures, and children their sports,
on that sacred day. On many public strcets the way
to the temple 1s obstructed with teams, and as vou
cnter the very doors of the sanctuary your cars are
assalled with the oaths of the heaven-abandoned
tcamsters. The mnkeeper and his family can never
hear the gospel; they might as well live in India;
they must be at home to serve the Sabbath-breaker.
In many parts of our land the evening of the Sabbath

15 not regarded.

And there are none who dare oppose this flood of
corruption.  One plea 1s, there are no laws. If we
have no laws sufhicient to enforce the observance of
the Sabbath, and our Legislators refuse to enact
any, we must be a very corrupt people; if we have,
and none dare enforce them, then our corruption is
incurable. -In either case, we have a striking demon.-
stration that we are arebellious and degenerate peo-

ple.

4. ¢ Because of swearing the land mourneth.”
This sin proves us degenerate and rebellious. 'The
profane oath used to be the subject of public prosecu-
tion. Men dare not take in vain the name of the
Lord their God.  'Whenrespect for the great Jeho-
vah did not restrain, the fear of man did. But the
gold has become dim. In many awful instances,
the child, who has just begun to speak, is taught to
swear. L'he evening streets profanely echo with the
names of the eternal God. 'The inn, formerly the
pcaccable asylum of the pious traveller, isnow often
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rendered intolerable by resounding oaths and curses.
What sin can be more daring ? It 1s a direct attack
upon a holy God. It evinces a heart desperatcly re-
belious.  Its prevalence evinces a state of soclety
monstrously degenerate.

5. Another sin, equally proving us rebellious and
degenerate, 1s intemperance. * 'I'hisis a growing sin,
which should alarm every friend to huinan happi-
ness. It prevails among both sexes,t and 1w all
classes of society.  Numberless families 1 our coun-
try are rendered miserable by this unnatural miquity.
To-day they are happy and useful, to-morrow lost.
Intemperate creatures are now found incvery place.
They come to our holy communion, they are cn.
trusted with public offices, they ofliciate mn our
churches, and have, in some distressing instances,
made their way into the sacred desk, and have there
stbod 1n the place of God’s ambassgdor.

L ® |

6. Another sin which proves us degenerate and re-
bellious, is the existence of two fostile political par.
ties, T’he manner in which these parties treat each
other, prove us a vicious race.” Each accuses the
other of designing the ruin of his country, of being
vile, and false, and under foreign influence. Now if

both divisions speak truth, 1n bringing this charge,

¥ It is credibly reported, that in the first settlement of
this country, spirituous liquor was kept only by the apoth-
ccaries as a edicine,

1 It 1s ascertained tobe fact, that under the plea of the
sick head-ache, many ladies of fashion retire to sleep off
the fumes of excessive drinking,
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then we are all an abandoned people ; 1f onc party an-
ly speak truth, still about half of us are irrecoverably
lost ; and if ncither keep the truth, then ¢ all men
are liars.” Take either ground, and we are a wicked
racc. An unhappy result of this political division 1s,
that we have corrupted the press. 't is almost im-
possible to lcarn ¢rut/ from the public gazettes. By
party prejudice and rage, facts are discolourcd. The
honest man dares not confide in what he reads.  On
cither side the plainest facts are sometimes obsti-
nately and perseveringly denied ; I donot charge 1t
all to the editors, nor dare I attempt to exoncrate
them.

Once things were not so.  Qur fathers knew but
one party : they werc Americans. They contended
only for the interests of their own country. Every
public paper was the vehicle of ¢ruth. If onc said,
‘I saw it written thus inthe newspager,” therc were
none to contradict. « Nothing was written there that
was not believed to be truth.  But that golden age
1s gone. Truth, unable to breathe our polluted at.
mosphere, has taken its flight. As if the tongue,
that * world of iniquity,” could not sufficiently dis-
perse falsehood, men have taught the paper and ink
tolie; and yet there 1s not a shadow of evidence, that
there may not be, onboth sides of the question, the
firmestfriends and the vilest encmies of their country.

Here I could enumerate many other sins; among
which are conspicuous a disposition in professors of
religion to conform to the world, the little regard paid
to an oath, a pronencss in ministers to seck popular-
7ty rather than usefidness, to consult the taste rather
than the good of their hearers, and the prevailing pro-
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pensity toasperse character.—I am ashamed to name
any more.

Thesce sins have oftended God, and he has come
out of his holy place to punish us. If we do
not rcpent, hoiv can we hope that God will not
treat us as he has other wicked nations, and discharge
upon us ultimately the full vial of his wrath.  Is therc
not occaston why this day should be devoted to God.
If he be for us, none can be against us ; but if God
forsake us, we are as stubble, and can be tiodden
down by any foe that he may commission.  And can
we hope that hie will continue to protect us, when dis- -
ciplinc and prayer are neglected, when the name, the
worship, the sabbath and the sacred honour of God
are disrcgarded ; and when every sin that can be
named prevails?2 Will he continue to shield us by
his power, when no longer his people 2 Will he be
““a wull of fire round about.us,”” when no longer
¢“ the clory in the midst of us ?”° Aa the Lord liveth,
our sins have placed us in danger.

Is it not then a time when all classes of men should
fear before the Lord? Ought not the ministers of
the yospel to take their stand between the porch and
the altar, and cry, with incessant tears, *“ Lord spare
thy people, and give not thy heritage to reproach.’’
IHave they not reason to fear, that the ark of God
mayv be taken from us, and carried to the heathen ?
Alas! if we look round us, must we not fear, that the
dwvine glory 1s now hovering over the threshhold, in
the attitude of departing ? Since our iniquities put
us in danger, may cvery watchman be awake upon
s watch tower, and be ready to give the alarm, that
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if he cannot save others, he may at least free his own
skirts from the blood of souls.

And shall not parents, who look forward to the
destinies of a rising offspring, which they are about
to lecave 1n the midst of dangers like these ;—parents
to whom God has committed in charge, souls more
precious than material worlds—shall they not this
day mourn over their own sins and the sins of their
children? Shall they not bring them in fanth and pray--
er to the arms of a compassionate God. My dear
fathcrs and mothers, soon opportunity to pray for
vour children will be gone. Your withering locks
will soor lie in the dust.  We do hope that before
your dissolution arrives, we shall be the subjects of
your earnest prayers. . \V¢ entrcat vou to pray for us
to day.

My christian friends, it will become us to lic low
in the dust to-day. and to review all our sins, by
which perhaps we have stumbled the impenitent, and
provoked our kind Redecmer, Think, brethren, of
the impending dangers.  Every thing dear to the pi-
ous heart 1s at stake ;: the country bought with the
blood of our fathers; ycs, and the American church-
¢s bought with richer blood.  As we enquire new
respecting the seven churches of Asia, others may,
another day, enquire, “ Where are now the once
flourishing churches of America?”” Q! is this ground,
made sacred by the impress of a Saviour’s feet, to be
trodden down by a savage band ? Is this ten.ple of
God to become, cver, a Mahometan mosque.  Af-
ter God has baptized it with his Spirit, will he suffer
it to become a heathen temple 2 Q! tell it not in
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Gath ! Publish it not in the streets of Askelon!™
The enemies of truth will triumph.  Christians, prav
this day for Zion. Go to your closets, while others
arc abusing the day, and deplore prevailing miquities,
and weep over a people who, by their sins, are des.
troying themselves. If God will not forgive us, and
still be for us, we dic. And the prayers of the saints
must bring the blessing down.

One word to the impenitent.  This is an impor-
tant day for you, but I fear that some of you may
this day do your souls muchinjury. The saints con -
sider your danger very great, and many a prayer has
ascended this morning from ¢ the dwellings of Jacob”’
in your behalf.  If ruin comes upon our land, you
have no place of refuge. The christian has a strong
tower, nto which he can run and be safe ; but des-
truction will overtake you, if out of Christ. O
what nced have you to be afflicted, and mourn, and
weep! All your sins are still written against you,
Not one of all the myriads is pardoned. See to 1t that
vou do not act to day so as to provoke God to anger,
and perhaps induce him to abandon you forever.
May we all so spend the day, as to do our countrv
good, and promote our future eternal blessedness.



