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Tux anther of this Address ought parhaps to render an apology to the Ports-
mouth Anti Slavery Bsciety, (which passed a vote en the 4th July, reguesting
ite publication,) for ita imperfections. Although he did net ut the time
axpect it would moeet the pablic aye, yot in now consenting to its publication, his
ouly resson is, thas it may perbaps excite some inquiry ivto the meriis of a
subject in which this corimunity has a deep interest.
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ADDLESS.

Ar the Annual Meeting of the Portsmouth Anti-Slavery So-
cisty, on the 4th day of July, 1839, the following resolutions, viz:

‘* Resolved, That the eximtence of lavery in our Union is incompatible with
the genius of our pelitical institotivus, snd & virtusl renunciaticn of the
eeifl-evident truths releting to the nataral equelity and the inalienablo rights
of man, an ser forth in the Declaration of Independence—that the rapid
incresse and extension of Slavery, as »_.ding to undermine the foundations
of virtue and morality, the Christian Religion, and civil liberty, is a subject
which ought to excita the most fearftl apprehensicne of the friends of
froedom.

* Resolord, That the aboiition of the whole system of Bonthern Rlavery is
éenanded by the dictatas of humanity—the immwutable principles of jus-
tizo—and the interests and welfare of the wholo nation "’

being under consideration, Mr. CraeserT addressed the meet-
ing, as follows :—

Mr. PresipENT : — When the constitution of the United
States was adopted, nearly fifty-two years ago, the number of
persons held in bondage in the thirteen United States, probably
exceeded six hundred thousands. By the census of 1790, the
whoie number was 697,897. The present number may be esti-
mated at three millions. We have thus the starthng-—the appal-
ling fact, that in the lapze of about haif a century, there has
been an increase of slaves in this land of freedom, this boasted
‘ asylum of oppressed humanity,” of uearly two millions and &n
half. And now on this sixty-third anniversary of our national
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Independence—this grand national jubilee, while the star-span-
gled banner of freedom is proudly waviag o’er the heuds of thir-
teen millions of freemen, there are, in our glorious Union, three
millions of our fellow-beings, who, in the language of the Decla-
ration of Independence, were ¢ created equal”—who were ¢ en-
dowed by their Creator, with certain unalienable rights ; among
which are hfe, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;” but who
are robbed not only of these rights, but all other human rights,
by the hand of violence and oppression. The infidel may scorn-
fully affirm, that these humble, degraded slaves do not possess
the immortal soul ; that they did not originate from the same an-
cestors as did the white man, but that they sprang from the Mon-
key tribe.(2) But to arrive at that preposterous conclusion, the
infidel is nnder tho necessity of rejecting the lights of Christ® n-
iy, of Science, and of Philosophy.- When the sacred i>viiptures
expressly declare, that God hath made of one blood all the na-
tions of the earth, we arc bound to believe “hat the declaration
13 true, or else reject the Christian Revelation as a fiction.:

The position being established, that a negro is a man, posseas-
ed of an immortal spirit, the inferenco. is inconirovertible, that

map canoot hold property in man-—that the immorial soul, an
emanation from Deity, cannot be converted into a chateel.

The allegation, that a human being can lawfully be converted
Into a slave, is a flat denial of the self-evident truths of the Deec-
laration of Independence. And were it true, as is often affirm-
ed, that our Constitution uphoids or guaranties slavery, the con-
stitution being repuguant to the immutable laws of God, could
have no binding force upon the citizens of this republic. Indeed,
did the constitution contain such provisions, our most sacred ob-
ligations would teach us to reject them. But the Constitution
does not guarantee slavery, nor-does the word slave, stain its pa-
ges. Its provisions, with one exception, are in favor of liberty
and the rights of man. ‘There are but three allusions in it t the
subject of slavery, although its framers avoided the use of that
term. 'The first is the clause authorizing slave representation in
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Congress. Were the slaves fully represented, and quaiified to
vote, it would seem to be favorable to human riglits, rather than
slavery. The second is the article by which Congress was al-
lowed to prohibit the slave trade after the year 1808. Surely
the dholition of that mos: infamous and horrid traffic in human
flesh, cannot be construed in favor of slavery. But the third
clause, requiring that persons (doubtless meaning slaves) held to
service or labor in one State, escaping into another, shall be de-
livered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labor
18 due, may be construed as favorable to slavery. But the ques-
tion arises, whether the citizens of the free States are bound to
violate their State laws and constitutions, and the laws of God,
by sending back into slavery the poor, degraded, and wronged
{ugitive, who escapes from the hand of his oppressor who had
robbed him of those inglienable rights given him by Nature and
Nature’s God ! If the master has no property in the slave j~—if
he holds him not in virtue of any contract for his services but by
the exercise of an arbitrary, despotic authority ; and if slavery 1s
sinful, upon what principle, we ask, are the ecitizens of the free
States bound to aid in the reclamation of the fugitive? It may
be answered, that he is converted into a persoial chuttel by the
laws of the slave-states, and that the federal constitution requires
us to surrender up such property, if found within our dominion.
To this we reply, that the laws cannot make that property, which
is not property, in and of itself ; that a man, or the immortal
soul, is not a thing, which can be the subject of sale ; thata man
cannot sell himselfl into perpetual slavery, because such sale
would imply a contract; and that slavery is-a negation "of all
contracts, because every contract, to be valid, implies a good
consideration. A man can have no consideration for surrender-
ing up his person, and all his rights and services. And human
laws, thug depriving men of themselves, leaving them nothing but
the free air of heaven to breathe, are Llearly invalid, because.

they violace the laws of God.
A social compact, whether in the form of civil government or
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a Constitution, thus taking away sll rights, although it may be
entered into by millions, can have no greater claims to our sup-
port.

At this enlightened age of the world, wo trust that it is unnec-
essary to go into an argument to prove that there are certain nat-
ural rights, among which are those enumerated in the Declara-
tion of Independence, of which no laws or constitutions can de-
prive men, not guilty of crime, except by force and violence.
The poor slave is guiltiess—he is unjustly held in bondage ~ he
has a right to escape from the hand of his oppressor. American
citizens have been held in captivity by the Indian tribes. We
all agree, that they had a perfect right to make their escape. Is
there any difference, except in the name, between the two ca-
ses? The Indian obtained possession of the American citizen
by force—by conquest ; and had he held him and his offspring
a centucy, would the lapse of time legalize the capture? But
the In .ian fitle was the same, as that of the Scuthern slave-hold-
er. The slave-holder may startle at this. He may say, that he
and his ancestors have held this species of property for more
than a century—that he holds his slaves under a valid title, being
no less than the last will and testament of his honored Father.
But how did the Father obtamn the title? From a slave-dealer,
perhaps for a valuable consideration. How did the slave-dealer
get his title? Either by seizing the negroes on the African
shores, or else by paying some twelve dollars a head to another
slave-dealer, who seized them as captives of savage war. The
original title then vanishes ; and how caa the slave-dealer convey
a title, which he never possessed ? How can the slave-holder or
planter create a title by his last will and testament, which never
existed ?

The laws and customs of the slave-states degrade the slave to
the level of the grazing horse—the law undertakes to convert him
into the same kind of property. Suppose that the criginal horse~
thief should undertake to give a title to the stolen borse to an ac-

complice—~that a fair paper title should pass from the accomplice
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to o third person-~-and from the latter to others; a slave-holder
would at once admit, that the last possessor of the stolen horse,
although he may have had quiet possession for years, gained no
title under a bill of sale and the lapse of time, because the origi-
nal taking was unlawful. Such being the law in respect to the
hiorse, why should it not be in respect to a man, especially when
he is treated by law, as a horse ?

Suppose the North American Indian should set up the same
justification for holding our men and women and their offspring
in perpetual captivity, that the Southern planter now sets up to
hold his slaves and their offspring ; and suppose the lapse of time
and the transfer of possession from one hand to another, should
be the same ; yet who would admit the Indiantitle ? The slave-
holder’s title, having no better foundation, why should we hesi-
tate to reject it ! Why should we doubt in respect to our duty
to refuse our aid in sending back the fugitive slave to be further
cruelly lacerated and maltreated by his merciless oppressor? So
(ar 88 our moral duties are involved in the question, I freely adopt
the ethics of the learned, the philanthropic and the eloquent Dr.
CHANNING, the influence of whose arguraents against Slavery has
been felt throughout our Union. Dr. Channing says in his last
able treatise upon the subject, that * to send back the slave, is to
treat the innocent as guilty. It is to violate a plain natural right.
It is to enforce a criminal claim. It is to take the side of the
strong and oppressive against the weak and poor. It is to give
up an unoffending fellow-creature to a degrading bondage, and
horrible laceration. ‘The fixed universal consequence of this act
is, the severe punishment, not of the tnjurious, but of the snjured
man.” Dr. C. alludes to the claim of the slave-holder as being
« g criminal claim.” ‘The federal constitution says, that the fue
gitive ¢ shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such
service or labor may be due.” If no service or labor is due from
-the fugitive to the master from whom he has escaped, it is a le-
gal inference, that the free States are not bound to surrender him

‘%
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up to his late master. If man cannot hold property in man, and
it the slave-holder has no contract with tke slave, then we say
that no labor or service is due to the master; but instead of that,
we hold, that the fugitive has a claim; well founded in justice,
against his late master, for his past services, the payment of
which, sn foro conscientie, ought to be decreed.

We contend also, that under the constitution and laws of the
free States, the fugitive is entitled to the privilege of trial by jury,
before ho shall be despoiled of his rights.

We are aware that the refusal of the free States (o deliver up
the fugitive, may be a power{ul means in extirpating Slavery.
And shall we not rejoice in the prospect, that whenever the
wronged slave escapes from oppression, and crosses the line di-
viding the free from the slave States, his manacles fall from him,
and that he stands & man erect? We trust that the time is noi
far distant, when it may be truly affirmed of the degraded Amer-
ican slave, as well as of the ¢ stranger and sojourner” among us,
that “ no matter in what language his doom may have been pro-
nounced ; no matter what complexion incompatible with free-
dom, an Indian or an African sun may have burned upon him;
no matter in what disastrous battle his liberty may have been
cloven down ; no matter with what solemnities he may have been
devoted on the altars of Slavery j-—the first moment he touches
the sacred scil” of the free States of the American Union, ¢ the
altar and the God sink together in the dust, his soul walks abroad
in her own majesty, his body swells beyond the measure of  his
chains that burst from around him, and he stands redecemed,
regenerated and disentbralled by the irresistible genius of univer-
sal emancipation.”

Slavery has been abolished in thirteen States of our Union.
In te other States, it cannot long endure the lights of knowledge,
of philosophy, of Christianity, the power of truth and moral sua-
sion, and the mighty influence which the civilized world is exert-
g for its overthrow. .
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Tho slave-holder will ultimately be convinced, that its abolition
will proMoTE 1S OWN INTEREST. The wealth of a nation con-
sists, not in the flesh and bones of its citizens, but inits preducts.
The point, upon which the argument relating to the slaveholder’s
pecuniary interest rests, seems to be generally conceded,~—that
free will produce more than servile labor. (B)

To satisfy himself upon this point, he need only look to the
glorious results of the emancipation of eight hundred thousand
colored persons in the British West India Islands.

Mr. JerrERSON, at the age of seventy-seven, In the midst of
slavery, thoroughly acquainted with the whole subject; himself
a slave-holder, warned his countrymen, that the day was not
distant, when they must hear and adopt the general emanci-
pation of their slaves. ¢ Nothing is more certainly written,” said
he, ““in the book of fate, than that these people are to be {ree.”
(Jefferson’s Writings, vol. 1, p. 40.) The Hon. Jonn Quircr
Apaxs, commenting upon this declaration of Mr. Jefferson, adds:
“ It is written in a better volume than the book of fate; it is
written in the laws of Nature and of Nature’s God.”

There are a variety of interesting topics ccunected with the
general cubject of slavery. But, Mr. President, at the present
time, 1 will not long detain the meeting. The 1esolution on your
table declares, that the rapid increase and extension of Slavery
tend to undermine the foundations of virtue and morality, the
Christian religion, and civil liberty. Such being the undoubted
tendency, 1 lully concur in the sentiment, that the friends of
freedom ought to be under the most fearful apprehensions. . 1
will offer a few suggestions in respect to the influence, which the
Southern system of Slavery has, and, until abolished, will con-
tinue to have upon the liberties and instizutions of the free States
of the Uaion.

A code of laws, adapted to a state of slavery, cannot be adapt-
ed to a state of freedom, for the plain reason, that the two states
are diametrically opposed to each other. Slavery tends to pro-

2
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doce an aristocracy of feeling as well as of wealth, and to pros-
trate in the dust equal rights and privileges — thus laying the
foundation of an Aristocratic form of government. (C)

It leads to vice and all manner of criminal indulgencies~to a
general degeneracy of the public morals, It degrades its victims
to the level of savage beasts by deprivine them of the means of
moral and intellectual instruction and improvement. It converts
the holy Sabbath into a holiday, and, in its train of iminoral
consequences, tends to unézrimine the foundations of virtue and
religion.

Under our form of government, our laws are but an emanation
of the popular will. When the great mass of the people become
corrupt, it is in vain to expect, that they will elect the most vir-
tuous and enlightened citizens to office, as their law-makers.
‘The public officer will generally be: uctuated by the same mo-
tives, which govern the main body of his constituents. Vyhen
the slave states shall succeed in securing a commanding majority
in the national legislature, the [ree states will learn, what are the
bitter fruits of Slavery. The specimens already afforded ought
to be suflicient to open their eyes in respect to what the future
may mature. The ¢ peceliar institutions” of the South have
already been the means of destroying the sacred right of Petition ;
a right given by Nature, the abridgement of which the Constitu-
tion prohibits. Their influence has also restrained the freedom
of speech or debate in Congress, and attempted to shackle the
Press by passing laws forbidding, under severe pains and penal-
ties, the circulation of its publications through the mediuin of the
public mails. The free colored citizens of the [ree states, by
the mere act of crossing the boundary line of some of the slave
states, are liable to be forcibly seized, and sold into perpetual
boudage. n violation of one of the most sacred and important
provistons of the Federal Constitution.

The slave states have sppzaled to, and even demanded of the
{ree states to enact penul laws to punish our citizens for exercis-
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ing the liberty of spsech in respect to those ¢ peculiar institutions”!
They have gone even further, and demianded the surrender of
some of our [ree citizens of the most respectable characters, into
the hands of Southern judicatozies for trial ; - rather for execu-
tion under the laws of ¢ Judge Lynch”!!!

The legi-ature of the state of Obio recently yielded to the
dictation of a slave state so far as to pass a law for the delivery
up of persons claimed as fugitive slaves by the fiu¢ of a single
magistrate,~—taking away the privilege of trial by jury, and mak-
ing it an offence punishable by fine and imprisonment to obstruct
or impede the process.

No one can doubt the fact, that the slave states have already
used a mighty influence in respect to elections in the {ree states
to secure our public oflicers in the support of their domestic
institutions of involuntary servitude. Their success has been
truly alarming. That iofluence has once settled, and probably
will again determine the Presidential election.

And that samne evil influence has been the mneans of cxciting
ferocious mobs in the free States; of the conflagration of the
Penngylvania Hall, dedicated to freedom of specch ; and of shed-
ding innocent blood. It has gone to the fearful extent of attempt-
ing to deter memnboers of Congress from the faithiol discharge of |
their duty by threats of assassination!{! (D]

We are even summoned to ahandon our own principles, the
principles of civil liberty, for the purpose of perpetusting, and
even extending one of the most odious and disgraceful systems
of slavery, that was ever known on the face of the earth. Itis
demanded of us, that slavery shall be perpetuated in new states
to be added to our already too widely spread Union.

'The baneful influence of slavery dismembered the Mexican
Empire, and threatens to annex Texas to our Union for the
detestable purpose of converting it into a great slave-mart to drain
off our redundant slave population, and render slave-breeding a
lucrative business ! (E:)

The slave-holders of the South, rioting in luxury and ease,
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affecting to believe that lahor degrades the man, look down with
disdain upon the laboring classes of the North. Their slaves are
to them, they say, what our bones; muscles and sinews are to us.
Industry is the hand-maid of virtue, and should the former be
brought into disrepute in the free states, the latter would lose one
of its main supports. |

Such is the constant intercourse between the South and the
North, that we can hardly expect io escape the contamination of
their profligate morals and evil exumples. We caonot feel
indifferent to the struggles, which the slave states are constantly
making for the adoption of laws ard commercial regulations to
strengthen and promote their ¢ peculiar nstitutions,” to the injury
of the free institutions and commercial prosperity of the Northern
States. Nor can we feel ndifferent to therr threats to form a
closer union among themselves, in order, as publicly avowed,
“to give law to the Union ;” or, in plainer language, to fix upon,
this nation a code of 1aws, and commercial regulations adapted
to their * peculiar institutions.” Nor can we feel indifferent to
their evasion of the laws of the Union prohibiting the slave-trade,
by which, it is said, that about one hundred and fifty thousand of
the sons of Africa are annually torn fron: the shoresof that ilj-
fated land.

Among the causes, whih threaten a dissolution of  oyr Union,
no one has so prominent a rank as slavery. The slave States
discard the self-evident truths of the Declaration of Indepeny
dence. They contemptuously abjure the doctrine of the equal
natural rights of men. Mr. Adaras has boldly declared, before
the public, * that the renunciation, of the principles of the Declar
ration of Independence, is a virtual withdrawal from the Unioo,
There can at least be no possible attachment. to the Uniop enter-
tained by those, who have renounced. those principles—no, com-
munity of feeling with those who retain and, adhere to.them.
The two sets of principles separate the souls of, men wider, than
the distance of the poles from each other !

If there is any trath in our remarks, let it no, lpnger. ba,pro-
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claimed, that the free states, or our federal government, have
nothing to do—no nght to interfere with the domestic mstitutions
of slavery, which fix an indelible stigma npon our whole natinn.
It is their right not only to crect barriers around thetr freo institu-
tions to guard against the daring encroachments of slavery, but
acting in the defensive, to adopt measures for the removal of the
pestilence, which is tainting the whole atmosphere.  The hardy
and enlightened frecmen of the North are not bound to rernain
idle spectators of its ravages voon the body-politic, until the dis-
ease shall baffle all human skill.

We fully believe, that cither our Slavery, or else our Liberty
must, sooner or later, perish.  The two antagonistical principles
war against each other.  Ltberty and Slavery cannot long dwell
together tn the same country. Let ug, then, buckle on our
armor in the cause cf freedom—the cause of our country.

But our principies, teuch us not to restrict our philanthropy: to
the, degrees of latitude and longitude, which include our slave
population. We would extend the blessings of liberty to all
nations of the ecarth~~that liberty which is man’s birth-right—
that liberty which, in perfection, can be enjoyed only ia the
social state, under well crganized governments and wise laws
impartially administered—that liberty, doubly sanctified to us by
that desolating, sanguinary seven years’ conflict, which tried
mex’s souls, and which was the glorious fruit of the American

Revolution.

¢ O Liberty! expand thy vital ray,

O’er the dark globe diffuse celestial day !
Thy spirit breathe, wide a3 crention’s space
Exalt, illume, iuspice the human raceo!”

What authority 1s that which robs our species of their liberty—
of the equal and inalienable rights given them by their Creator ?
It can be no authority other than that of the ferocious tiger over
his bleeding victim. Human government can exercise no legiti-
mate authority except in protecting human rights and promoting
the welfare and happiness of the people. This is the grand
object of its mstitution. And when it becomes destructive of
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these ends, the Declaration of Independence declares that * it is
the right of the people to alter or abolish it, and to institute new
government,”

Our govermment, in its form, is the most perfect, buman wis-
dom ever devised. It was an untricd experiment; but its
successful operation has been the means of diffusing more liberal
principles among the. enlightened nations of Europe, as well as
of furnishing models of civil polity to the South American repub-
hes.  But the literature, the philanthropy, the moral sense of all
Christendom now accuse the citizens of the North American
republic of INSINCERLTY and mypoCRICY in not adhering to the
sacred principles, contained in the charter of their rights.  And
the stigma will rest upon them while nearly one-fifth pai. of our

population are held in chains.
But what is the reproach, which the community of civilized

nations can cast upon them, in comparison to the displeasure of
the Almighty ¢ Can we believe, that the Ruler of nations, who
divided the sea to let the Children of Israel go free, and closed
it upon the proud hosts of their oppressors, will not execute His
Judgment upon a people guilty of oppressions more cruel and
aggravated, than were those of the rulers of Egypt? Shall we
not, then, use our humble efforts to promote the cause of justice
and humanity~-to arouse our countrymen to a sense of the dan-
gers which hang over them, that they may set the captive free,
and thus hope to avert the judgments of offended Heaven.



NOTES.

NOTE A.—TFTouL. 4.

Gov. Pixney recently delivered several eloguent digcourses in this town,
upon the Colonizatinn subject. Blany matters stated by him desorve much
consideration.  His description of the olony at Liberia scems to settle the
question, that the natoral facultica of the colored are not inferior to thoso of the
white raco, and that in a free state they are equally capable of vast improvement
in their moral, intellectusl and physical condition. In that colony, of which
he was the Inte Governor, he represented that there swere, in addition to the
natives, about four thousand colored people, sent from the Unitrd States, occu-
pying dwelling-honses as commodious und elegant as thoge in Portsmouth, iv. 1.
~that they are furnished with elegant carpets, sofns and othor furuiture in eqoal
style—that the clinato is ono of the most delightful in the world, producing =
great profusion of the choicest fruits of the tropical regions—no frosts, but per.
petual verduro there—that they have well organized Courts of law, and an im-
partial administration of justice—that all the civil officers are negroce, and that
their arguments and epeeches often evince a high order of talents—that Custom
Houses are established, and not lesa then twenty vessels have been built by the
coionists, and are owned by them—-that the mmsters of foreign vessels, and
other officers, upon their arrival at Liberia, pay due homage to thu sable officors
of this repnblic—that there are 18 churches, 800 professors of religion, and 30
learned colored preachers in the nine settlements or villages, and that many
black missionaries go out to christianize the native Africans. Buot he admitted
that among the colonists, especially the white miasionaries, there hns been, in
becoming acciimated, n considerable loss of life. Thero is no intemperance.
Hero, then, is a moral and intelligent, industrious and property-holding colored
population, having become 8o in consequence of enjoying freedom. Whate
comment is this, upon the Southern institutions, which sink the negro raco to
the lowest degradation ! Gov. Pinney treats Celonization as a mensure prepar-
atory to the total abolition of Slavery, and of the lutter, ha, with all coloniza-
tionists, professes to be an advocate. DBut his plan goes no further than to
redace ths number of the slove below that of the white popalation, (perhaps for
greater security ngainst servile insurrection,) and to get rid of the free negroea,
deemed to be dangerous companions of the slave. It was wholly beyo. d his
power to point out any mode, by which Colonization can effect the abolition of
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Slavery. Tho average annual incrense of slaves in ovr Union dnring the last
nine years, including their piratical importation, may be cstimated at about one
hundred thousands.  Gov. P. admitted thut the elave-vessels annually obtain
about one hundred and ity thousand slaves from Africa, but how many finally
arrive in the United States, we have no certain ncconnts. Mr. Wright, of
Maryland, ostimates tho number nt fifteen thousand. It is said that this estimate
is several thousands too small.  Judge Story, in his learned and eloquent
charge to the Grand Jury, in Portsmouth, in 1820, stated the fact, proved by
the records of tho British Parliament, that of tho whole number of slaves token
from Africe, on their passage, and during ¢ tho scasoning,”’ ¢‘ about one half
perish within two years from their first captivity*’ !

Colonization, with ite mightiest efforts, can have no visible cflect oven in
reducing the annual increase of tho slaves.  As . project, therefore, for toval
abolition, it is visionary, whatever may bo the motives of its advocates. It fur-
nishes no revson or argument agninst tho exertions of the abolitionists to promote
the cause of univorsal emancipation.  And the inferences from the statemonts
made by Gov. Pinney, are decidedly favorablo to that eauee.

NOTLE B.—FosL. 9. |

When wo compare the exhousted and sterile goil of the old Slave States, the
indolence, poverty, and wretched condition of tho mass of the population, with
the well cultivated, fertile fields of tho fren States, and the thnft, industry, and
prosporous, happy siate of the inhabitants, we can havo no doubt that the differ-
cnce is attributable to thoe system of slavery. The products of freo will ever bo
doable those of slave Inbor, 1Tn the free States, skill and labor receive their
rownrd, znd this is an incentive to exertion—the main-spring to industry. In
the Blave States, the lash furnishes the stimulus to labor.  There being in the
Intter no voluntary motive to exertion, it is now, as it wae in ancient time, the
value of tho man is sank in his degradetion.

¢ Jove fix’d it certain, that whatever day
Makes man a slave, takes half his werth awway.’

It would be an idle supposition, that the mero color of the skin produces
either a mental or physical debility ; bnt the ignorance of the slave renders him
incapable of producmg tho results, which the knowledge and skill combined with
the physical encrgies of freemen can accomplish.  The interest of our Northern
Farmers induces them to give tho highest rute of wages to the most intelligent
active Iaborers, rather than the lowest rate to the most ignorant.  In respect to
tho mechanical purauits, no one doubts that skill and knowledge are more requi-
gite than muscular strength ; and applied to the agricultaral pursnit, under the
great improvements which have been introduced, they certninly are highly im-
portant.  When we considor that our most ignorant laborers will perform moro
work than the same number of slaves, we neced not foel surprised at the state of
agricultare, the mechanic arts, and the goneral squalid wretchodness in the
southern portions of our Uaion.
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Universal cinancipation, and the ditfusion of knowledge aimnng the sluves,
would, thorefore, instoad of reducing, increase the wenlth und prosperity of the
whole sluve-holding comminity, 1t is ofien said that general mussacro would
follow immnediate emancipation. 'This ia idle pretence. Converting the ruce
into savage brutes, and inflicting cruel punishments, more ondanger the thronts
of tho masters, than would that treatment, which tho laws of nature and huuviun-
ity demand.  Tho spirit of ravenge is the natural consequance of the first mode
of treatmeat, and humwble gratitude of the other. It is stated, upon good authos-
ity, that in the British W. L Islands, whero the white papulation is only 120, -
107, and the etnancipated 793,680, and the freo colored 159,893, the hoon of
freedom hua been the moans of diminishing the proportion of crimes, compored
witis an equal period under the apprenticeship system, us abomt thres to une ;
and we do not learn that a single massacre has becen the consequence of eman-
cipation.

NOTLYE C—-Forn 10,

Mr. Jeflorson, in his notes on Virginin, (fol. 286 te 238,) says——*¢There
must doubtless be an unhappy influcnce on the manners of our people produced
by the existence of slavery among us. The whole commerco between master
and slavo is n porpotucl exercise of the most boistorous passiors, the most unre-
mitting deapotiste on tho ono part, and degrading submissions on the other.
Qur children sso this and learn to imitate it.”* ¢ 'The parent storms, the child
looks on, catches the lineaments of wrath, puts on tho same aira in the circlo of
sinaller slaves, gives a loose to his worst of passions, and thus nursed, educated,
and daily ex-rcised in tyranny, cannot but be stamped by it with odious pecu-
liarities. The man must be a prodigy who can retain his mansners aud morals
uwadepravad by such circumstances.”” <« With thie morala of a people, their
indastry is also destroyed. For in n warm climate, no man will labor for him-
gelf, who can make another labor for him. This is so true, that of the proprie-
tors of slaves a very small proportion indecd are ever seen to labour. And
can the liberties of a nation be thought secure, when wo have removed their
only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people, that theso liborties are
the gift of God? That they are not to be violated but with his wrath ? Indeed
I tremable for y country when I reflect that God is just ; that his justico can-
not aleep forever : that considering numbers, natare, and natural means ouly, a
ravolution of the wheel of fortune, and exchange of situation is amobg possible
events : that it may bacome probable by supernatural inteference! Theo
Almighty has no attrioute, which can take side with us in such a contest.”’
““ The spirit of the master is abating, that of the slave rising from the dust, his
condition mollifying, the way I hope preparing, under the auspizes of Heaven,
for a total emancipation, and that this is disposed, in the order of events, to be
with the consent of the masters, rather than by their extirpation.”’

When Mr. Jederson publishcd the above romarks in 1787, the slave popula-
tion probably did not muach exceed six hundred thousands.
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NOTE DFor. 11,

Tho members of Congress from the Now-England States have genernlly
been sufliciently subservient to Sonthern dictation ; and often havo the Bouthern
interests predominated over some of the most essential interosta of tho free
states.  DBut when threats of assasination ure resorted to, to destroy that inde-
pendence of mind, freedom of debate und of uction, which ought to characterize
membors of Congresa; when the Constitution expressly declares, that they
shall ¢ be priviloged from arrest,”* ¢‘and for any specch or debate in
either house, they shall not bo questioned in‘any other pluce,”” (privileges
rranted for the security of perfoet freedom of thought and and its indepandent
expression in public debate) the friends of liberty in the free states vught to feel
orent cause of alarm.  Suoch threats are a daring cncreachment upon their
rights.  Theee privileges wero designed not so much for the personal security
of tho Representatives, as for the benefit of their constituenta.

In the House of Representatives, no man ever took a more fearless and
decided stand against the Southern system of slavery, and in defence of the
Constitutional rights of the citizens of the free states, than has the Hon. Jox
Quincy Apaas. It is painful to state, that becuuse hia sentitnents did siot
fully coincide, in certain points not essential to the success of the great canse,
with those of the abholitionists, he has not escaped censorions remarks’ But his
open, bold and fearless denunciation of slavery in Congress, and before public
assemblics of the people, and in the public journals, will, on the page of history,
shed a brighter lustre upon his illustrions name. Mr. Adams professes not to
Le ¢¢ an abolltionist*—Ii. e., he does not belong to the parly, or any Bociety ;
but his publir addresses prove him to be a thorough going advocate of the total
extermination of Slovery und tho Slave-trade, sithough, on account of the state
of publie oninian he scems to despair of its abolition during *¢ the shott remnant
of hradaye®  We hope thut he may be agreeably disappointed in this expee-
tation.  YWhen he declares in his last address on the subject, that ¢* here, in our
country, Slavery, like n wounded nArTLEsNAKE, has turned upon her pursu-
ers, and not only thrusts out her deadly fang in self-defence, but threatens with
snertal venom to CONTAMINATE Us aLy,”’ wo need not doubt his dispesi-
tion, had he the power, to inflict the tmmediate death-blow uvpon the exemplar
of thut venemous reptile. As n statesman, Mr. Adams hae not, probably, e
supetior in the world—his country has conferred upon him her highest honors';
yet such is the man, who, for attempting to defend the righta of citizens of the
free states in opposition to slavery, during the last session of Congress aimost
daily received {rom slave-holders or their tools, through the medium of ‘public
matla, threats of ngsassination !
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NOTE E.~Fown., 1.

Virginia has over hold a prond and eolevated yamk among her sister Statew,
8he now {esls extremely sensitivo to the cherge, that sho has sunk into a breeda:
of slaves, for market! ‘The charge, being too trme, is a foul stain upon the
escutcheons of her fame, It iy stated in Wm. Jay’s Inqairy, fol. 203, that
‘ The domestic slave trade unmually relieves the Biate of Virginia of mors aan
vix thousand slaves, and yet, mctwithstanding thia droin, they continue to
increase.’””  But it appoars that the trado has becn on tho annual ingroaso.—~
“ Jay’s View," publishod in 1829, §ol. 79, vefers to an asticle in *¢ the Virginia
'Times,”’ in 1836, which ¢* estimates the number of siaves exported for salo the
‘“Inat twelve months,” at forfy thousand; oach siave averaging six hundrad
dollars, and thus yielding n capital of twenty-four millions® ! /!
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POSTSCRIPT,

Since the preceding remarks were made, a hook of 210 pages, recently pub-
lished ot New-York, by the Executive Committee of the American Anti Slavery
Society, entitled ** American Slevery as it is: testimony of a thoussnd winesa-
©3,"”” has coine {0 our notice.  If this book is but a tissue of .falechoods, thoir
ymmedinio exposore is in tho slave-holders’ power : but every main point is o
strongly fortified by an abundance of evidence, that we suepect no ottack will
be made. 1ts contents greatly incresse our horror and detestation of Southem
Slavery, and tend to degrade, in tho public estimation, the character of the
unfeeling slave-holdsr. If trus, its freo circulation cannot fail to vnite the free
States ngainst the whole system. It appeara that the great body of slaves,
those who compose the field gangs, nre compalled to work, under the lash of the
whip, from daylight till dark ;—that they are allowed but two meals a day, their
firet between 10 and 12 o’clock, the other ofter their day’s work ;——that their
only allowance of food for a wuoLR WEEK, is but one peck of corn, with a
little galt, or Inlien of corn, the like measure of rice ;—that in some places,
during the potato seneon, they are allowed three pecks of potatoes per week, in
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liea of corn, and onc peck of corn per week during tho remainder of the sea-
son j;-—in zome places a salt-herring is added ; bat they are allowed in goneral,
no meat excopt at Christroas time.  In cities thoy muy ofien fare some better,
being allowed tha leavinga of their master's table. “ I'cgetables forin goner-
ally no part of the slaves’ allowance. The sole food of tho mnjority is corn,
at every meal, from day to day-——from week to week. In South Carolina,
Georgia, and Florida, the sweot potato is, to a considerablo extent, substitated
for corn during o part of tho year.”” Undor the most humane masters, there
are doubtless exceptions to the general rule.  'Tho slave may be contented, well
clothed and wo!l ied on coarse fara. and enjoy that niegative happiness which
nay attend the lowest state of ignorapcc. Their clothing is generally bat two
misorable garments, and * mon and women an: often sacn at work in the field
more than half naked, and children of both eoxes, froin infancy to ten yoarca of
age in companies on the plaatations, in a stato of perfect nudity.’”’ 'Their miser-
nble ten feet huts or cabins, withont flocrs, apartments, windows, chimuies,
chairs, tables or bedstonds, aro insufficient to goard against the storms, and the
inclemency of the weather. Their whole bedding ia a blanket, the cold ground
their bed ! Cruel as # this mode of treatment, it boars no comparison to the
cruelties.inflicted upon the bodies of the poor slaves, both male and female.
For their frequent attempts to escape, they are oflen shot down. 'This sudden
termination of their misery is but tender mercy in comparison to the bloody
stripes, the tortures, the wounding, maiming, and long ngonizing, heart-ronding
sufferings (often terminnting in death) which they are compclled, boand in
cords, to endure. 'The recital of their cruel lacerations makes our bleod freoze
in the veins. Language is inadequate to describe their sufferings. 'These
almost baffle credulity itself. ¢ Happy. contented, and well fed’’ as our North-
em pro-slavery advocates represcnt thein to be, yet to prevent their escape,
slave-drivars, well armed, guard thom by day, and patrols and blood-hovnda
by night. Horrid is their punishment, when recaptured, after flight ! Their
blood is upon us of the free states, as well as the slave-holder. It cries
from tho ground, and ascends up to the throne of the Almighty, invoking his
deeree of condemnativn upon tho whole nation. The physical, if not the
moral energies of the free states are suflicient to put an end to this crying sin.
The powor of the Fedoral government, now abused by upholding, mny consti-
tutionally, lawfully and justly, in variour ways, be exeried in demolishing this

whols system of Slavory.



