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'GENTLEMFN of ruz COMMITTEF,

o .
When I bad.first the bonor of an invi-
tation from you to deliver an oration at
Richm nd, in commemoracion of that all-
imporiant d1y, which detlared the inde.
pendence and,sovercignty of our nation ; I
was injormed {hat some of each party
would be present. and that your wish was,
the oration should be so formed, as to give
qﬂencc to meither party ; my rveply was,
that to injure any person’s feelings would
be disagreeable tome, yet I would not con-
sent to deliver an oration, without includ-
ang my political principles 5 still, to aveid
offence to the rational unprejudiced mind,
I thougit it advisable to trace the two
principles, which bave ewer governed the
politics of wmen, 1ot only through other gov-
ernments, but even to apply the same toour
own,

From a consciousness of my znabzlztv 16
dojustice to so important a subject, it was
not my wish or intention, to submzt ‘the Jol-
lowing lines to the eye o,r‘ a criticising pub-
lic, yet from the suggestions of certain per=
sons, diflering from me in political opinion,
that contrary to agreement, I had touched
100 sever.ly upon party polm.s, &nd thas
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the faats relative to the federal adminise
tration were incorrect ; 1 have thought
projer to comply with your request, and

'y notes to substantisie every contested
puint,

GARDNER CHILD,



An Oration, &c.

I'ROM the prelent profperous fitua-
tion of eur Country, let us rather hope
than defpair; let us rather watch than be
lulled in carelefs {ecurity.

Among the numerous grades of being
conftituting the great chain of nature, from
the meaneft reptile, abiding in the dark re-
cefles of the earth, to the higheft archangel,
dwelling near the throne of Ommpotence ;
man, fpokcn Into exiftence by Almighty
fiat, placed atthe head of this lower crea-
tion, demands our calm unprejudiced ate
tention.

While the rage of party has enveloped

the minds of thoufands, in the melancholy

‘m of prejuaice, we cherith a fond hope,

«¢ has reached the minds of none in this
numerovs aflerably.

~ Man is but one link in the grand chain,
confequsntly every indiviual, the moment
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ke breathes the vital air, has an equal claim
to nourifhment and proteQlion ; and when
arrived to years of difcreticn, bas an un-
doubted right to exercifc his knowiedge and
abilitiés, 1n the political concerns of that
community to which he belongs.

Such is the ftate of man by nature ; but
from a critical view of the ancient and mo-
dern hiftory of {cciety, we find that men
have ever ranged themiclves under one or
the other of thefe two political principles;
onc of which rcils the power in the hands of
the people, the other would lodge itin the
breaits f the well-born few ;5 the former of
thefe receives itsf{uppert from juitice and
virtue, the laiter from corruption and ve-
naiity, ‘Thefe two principles, 1n their pro-
grefs through the world, have uniformiy
received the appellations of liberty and
tyranny.

Tyranny firflt raifed its hydra form in the
eallern world ; and i1s pregrais has ever
been msarked with blood, dev.ftuucen. and
mifery.  Afia opened the firt fiene in the
fcil drama; her firuggiing fons yicidod o
the cold embraces of death, or funik bereath
the cruel tod of mercilefs opprediin, It re
the infirnai bauner fult plumed itlclf wath
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triumph, eftablifhing glittering thrones,
which viewed through the mifery of thejr
fupporters, appear like {parkling coals, a-
mid{t the afthes and wide extended ruins of
a conflagrated town. This garden of native
fertility, thus clothed in the fackcloth of
delolation, drank in the vital bloed cf thou-
fands ; and the effluvia from decaying bo-
dies affailed the itinerant with a deadly
poifon.

Religion too, that bright celettial ipark,
that high beheft of God himfelf, fent down
in kind benevolence to make men mild and
happy ; was converted, by thefe ufurpers
of human prerogative, to the worft of pur-
poles; idols were inftituted for Gods, from
whofe polluted altars, the fumes of human
facrifices frequently afcended to the deities
of opprefhion. Thus defpotifm leagued with
ignorance and fuperftition, trampled on the
rights of man : nature loft her primal dig-
nity, and Africa quafling the poifonous
cup, in dreadful convulfions funk beneath
the powerful draught.

Europe next became the theatre of con<
tention between thefe rival principles,
Liberty, here, at different times, and in

B o |
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different countries, made long and glorious
firuggles, in defence of {fuffering humanity ;
till weak and worn down by the unequal
conteft, fhe refolved to retire and feek an
alylum in fome diftant, unfrequented clime.
“But the civilized world was in a flate
of fuch univerfal degradation, fhe could
not find a place toreft the foles of her feet,
unmolefted by the general deluge of defpot.
1im. Inthis difaftrous dilemma fhe found
1t necefiary, that fome diftant iegion, con-
cealed 1 the bowels of untraveled ocean,
Thould be fought, where the gigantic fabric
of defpotifm had never been erected.

The inventive genius of Columbus was
engaged 1n this more than human enterprife,
by the {oft whilpers of reafon, philofephy
and obfervation. Glowing with ardor, at
the expeétation of immortal honor, from an
expcdition of fuch valt importance to the
world; he fpreads his fuils to the rifing
breeze, and {foon finds himfelf afioat on an
Ocean, never before traverfed by mortals.
Did the tky affume her moft frighful veil of
darknefs and terror, he remained unmoved
did thunder roar, lightnings flrecam, and
florms terrific colle€l around him, threaten.
ing iuitantaneous immerfion in unfathoma.
bic Qcean, he baflled their del:tericus pow-
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ers bv his fkill; did his men mutiny la
foothed them, till the long wifhed tor {ound,
lund, was loudly proclaimed from the fore-
“mafl, which foon echoed from ihip to fhip ;
gladly Lie leapcd on fthore, and hailed this
new world, about to become t’.fe refidence
of. freedom, and emporium of Emancipa-
TroN. Here liberty reforted ; though with
infufficient force, at firft, to wreft herfeclf
wholly from the all powerful grafp of ty-
rants ; vet, fhe confidercd it the moft fa.
vorable pofition, when fufliciently prepared,
to make a vigorous ftand againft the furtier
progrefs of lawlels ambition and defpotic
fway. Here our ancellorsbegan to fettle in
1608, and 1620, with as much freedom as
their neceflary conneétions, with the tvrants
of Eurone, would permit. "Thele our an-
ceflors fled, not from political oppreflion
only, but from religious perfecution, and
all the horrors of papal inquifition, - It was
not fufhcient, for thofe tyrantsy to bind the
people 1n bonds of menial fervitude ; 10
feize their property at leifure; and when
di¢tated by idle ambition, to involve them
m the moft deflruétive wars 3 but their
confciences too muit be bound : hence thole
holy wars, and religious perfecutions,
which continually deluged Europe in blood,
deliroying the lives of more than one mill-
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ion of her inhabitans, by cruel maflacres
and murders.

Thusremoved from this {ink of political
and rligious flaughter ; the increafc of free
dom, and the unfhackled exercife of cons
science, more than compenfated them for
the toil, the hardthip, the inconvenicnces,
of fettling a dreary foreft, and turning a
barren wildernefs into a well cultivated and
fertile field.

Through the vigilant perfeverance, the
patient fatigue, and honeft induftry of thefe
hardy adventurers, the face of nature {oft.
ened her afperity ; fhe yielded her firength
to their inceflant labors ; and filled their
ftore houfes with {miling plenty.

Through their attention, ufeful arts and
fciences were cultivated ; yegular villages
continually rofe where forefts lately caft their
fhades; commerce ereéls here places of ex-
change, to reward the induftrious, with
wealth floated acrofs extenfive Oceans, from
the moft diftant parts of the Globe; the
Gofpel’s {weeteft voice, gently vibrates
throue'h the air, lately ag)tated by favage
yells and war whoops ; thofe intolerant pree-
judices which pervaded Europe, found little
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{ootnw here ; and the mmd was pcrmltted
~amore frccly to range the ﬁelds of {cience and
virtue, | |

| Striék in thexr adherence to the prmcxples
of virtue and juftice, and profperous by

~their own exertion, thefe colonies began to

- be confidered of great political importance
among the rival powers of Europe.

* Though thefe colonies . had ever main-’
tained the firi€teft regard to the intereft of
the mother country, yet fhe confidered
her power but ill eftablifhed over them ; fhe
faw, toa demonftration, their minds we‘rc
too manly, too firm, too dignified to bow
in humble acoration before a haughty ty.
rant ; fhe was convinced, from careful ob-
feryati_on, that they had never fallen down
to worfhip the images fet up by the Nebu-
chadnezars of Europe ; fhe faw with envy
liberty’s altar flaming with the incenfe of
patriotifm, anda love for the rights of man,
rootmg deeply in the breafls of a people,
inured to hardfhip, and capable of a ftout
refiftance 5 1t was  eared, that this infant
empire would become a political Sampfon,
to proltrate in the duft the mignty f‘xbnc, of
defpotifm, and its hanghty builders ; w hen
amvcd to virlity and mature irength,

C
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Thxs combmauqn pf cxrcumﬁancc; cone
tmually agitated the high-fed blood hounds,
oftyrants, who determined to fecure their
preg, e’er it was too late. This they endeav- .
ored to do, by creeping on with cat like
caution ; but fuch artifice was rot compe-
tent to fucceed ‘againit a nation, always a-
wake and watchful of their interefts ; every'
movement, was quickly perceived, and its
defigned effc& carcfully avoided. Findjn
her court mcks, minilterial intrigues, anﬁ
deep laid plans, iil calculated ior the penes,
traung eyes of thofe, whom it was her intens
tion: to, decexve : ihe detcrm;ncd to throw

off the mafk, and openly to make her ﬁnal
appeal to force.

Bntam, at this penod exultcd in hct
firength; fhe confidered herfelf advancing,
with rap;d ftrides, towards univerfal power ;
fhe faw France, her moft potent rival, yicld.
ing to her the yalm of glory and nataenaj
dxgmty . the faw her generals returning
from dlﬁ'erent and diftant parts of the earth
Phies of heroic valar 3 (he xm«gmed the
wide extended earth from pole to pole,
from_antipcdes to antipodes, tre[nblmg at

- - v -

the power of her arms ; and reverencing the
far-refounding glory of icr name. Moving
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this mighty {phere, the fur mmoned dll bcr ~
gx‘eﬁ‘ th fbrgetful of & ﬂght to Faife hei etha
‘pl‘re aboveallhumai' power. * Thus maud
v heaven Qefying rod; O! defy otifm,
grzke st the root q bec,rt y, and fnk), with
‘deciﬂve blow, "He' fewfremams ?b“ free-
"ﬁom iy xi‘rcvoc ‘?ic rui T el
h"!tz‘; ‘}ﬁ—\:“.‘ - .
This was a time of troﬁble' this was a time
Yo try the fincerity of men’s hearts, anq the
‘oreatnefs of thefr fouls™ thepowersof nature
Hwerg tropbled-—thé ‘¢lemgents were fthaken
Wwith peais of thunder-ﬁe heavcns burnt
*ﬁv:(h hghtmn g —The" norfhem rcgions
pour forth ﬂages of ﬂnmn ‘Borealis’; —
Comets rcturnmg through excenmc orbs,
feem anxious'for the évent ;= the gemus of
Jiberty Hovers on the wing, on the point of
gakmg ﬂxght from earth forever; —her devo-
tees ¢caft 6neach other a filent look of gricf
‘znngled with defpair ; —the world fhrinks
om its xmpmchng fate.— But hark ! when
all feemed loft; when conﬂemdt!oa felzcd
Yhe ﬂouteﬁ hearts ; the voice of God through
Julhce and 1eafon decrees Irberty to lhe
tolonies. mercfs nextproclaimed accep-
1arice, rebound hg qmck the mandate flies
from anc to Gem’ma ; from ‘the Eaﬁern
to the '\Ve:f‘crn Ocean ; the fcdmgs of every

mdmdual 3rom one end of the Uiuon to
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the other were no longer rellrained through
fear ; every toague thouted, in emphatie.
language, we are free, we are independent,

we are a fovereign people ; which found like
wuniverfal thunder, filled the land ; then fwel«
ling louder, ftrikes the Kies; ccﬁatxc angels
make the loud reply ¢ to God be Glory and
ta men good will”

becrty again refumes command, to
lead her animated fons to new exertions of
glory. That @ility, which had been
fhown to corrupted, mifguided crowned
heads, was now caft under the feet of digni-
fied republicans; and a form of government
“totally unknown to the civilized world, was
concelved 1n this age of miraculous inven.
tion. The {pirit of God manifefted itfelf,
diffuf’ng new light into the human mind,
It was now determined by the genius of
liberty, no longer to ftruggle on the fhoals
of Defponfm and Democracy ;3 nor to rilque
her fortune in a mixed Monarchy, of Aris.
tocracy and Democracy, nor fubject the
people to the inconvenience, of all appearing
perfonally to tranfat their bufinefs of ftate :
but, with Columbiar boldnefs, the ventures
on the unexplored part of the political O-
ceanr, to difcever and reduce to prallice a

new and wntried fyftem ; which was, by a.
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gcnts, te collet andeonlolidate in one grand
legiilative council, the wills and interefts of
the whole community ; thefe to cenfult the
national good, and concert meafures ade.
quate to the means for obtaining the fame ;
and the refponfibility of thefe agents to t‘lﬂr
conftituents, to be the pledge in the hands

of the people, for the rcé%ttudc of theu‘
condu&

A new lummarv now guided the mmdp
of the people ; not thegigmocratic ftar of the
eaft; not the ariftocratic planet of the fouth ;
not the defpotic bear of the north; but the
.glorious conftellation of the weft. Itis no
argument againft us, that former republics
have all been dellroyed, have fallen through
Admperfe@ion of fyltem ; our plan is different
from their’s, our advantages arc fuperior;
we venture to fay as much fuperior, as our
finaticn i1s diffcrent in the longitude of the
carth. We have therefore to draw argu-
ments, of our political profperity and exift-
ence, only from ourfelves : that is from our
own aCtual experiment; which, tracing the
progrefs of our government thus far, fince
its firft eflablithment, prove a faverableiffue.

But ftill refle@ions are ferious, when we
revert back to thele painful ftruggles, which
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produced this mighty revolytion ; to thofs
feenes of barbarity, which nature turns pale
%o behold ; and which the feeling’hear'i"d’f
every 'American, would gladly confign’ to
eternpl oblivion, wereé not the advantages
hﬁﬁng ‘th'ﬁi‘cf?gg‘gl, fo inca]'g;;nlatq!y gg‘c;'git‘,’"’fb
'_i'nﬁiritel’j important, ttq' every inhabitapt of
unite,, ~olumbia, and finally to the whole
family ofman. See your houfes in flames';
— See your property, acquired by 1dng and
ficady induftry, a prey to foldiers ; —See
thofe featurés  formed of nature’s choicedt
-y e v . . o e e ve s h ek
Celicacies, diftort ith grief at their 1n-
human treatment,— Seefathers and hufbands
torn from the tender embraces 'of their
anxious families, by patriotic zeal expiring
on the field” of bautle, recommending, 10
their 1at moments, their orphan childrén
and weéping widows, to the care of their
God and furvivipg friends; fee almoft in
the firit onfet a \R’arr"én'an'd a Montgomery
Iafl,” whofe falling bold,i'es conlccrated the
wtound. and made it too holy for the feet of
fyrants and their mercenaries @ and whofe
‘departing fouls, as they afcended to heaven,

v ¥ [}

appeared’to impart a portion of their noble,
patriotic fpirits to Walhington, pointed out
bv the ingcr of Heaven, at the fature glory
of Amgrica,
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. Weak and fecble, at firt, our fmall, but
patriotic bands were driven from poft 1~
poft, bravely contending every inch o«
ground. ~The infolent enemy with fire and -
fword, marked the path, whercever they
went, with mournful defolation, untill the
Americans, deeply depreffed in fpirit by
tbgfir misfortunes, began to defpair of fuc-
cefs ; and their foes inflated by their fuce
cefles, thinking their work completed, be-
gan to revel in carelefs fecurity. ]
_ This, this was the time, for the greaﬁ
genius of our Wathington to fhew, to dis-
play all its fkill and energy. | In the filedce
of the night, when flcep had lulled all in
carelefs fccurity ; feif dire€led, he vifits the
frozen banksof the roaring Delaware; whofe
impetuous torrent as it bears down huge
maflcs of floating ice, reads leffons of terror
go approaching man. Here he dilcufled,
here matured a mafterly plan of operation ;
and his all ative genius began its 1mmedi.
ate execution. ‘He marched, andMofes-like,
sn a miraculous manner, croffed, in the
dead of night the murthuring food, and
2’er the return of day faluted his flumbering
oe at Trenton, wit. the dread fignal furren:
der ! Lot in amaze, they confidered it fome
phantom, {ome vifionary delufion of the
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“brajn ; but fad expericnce foon proved it a
~ fenfible reality, and nine hundred men be-
came prifoners of war, without friking a
fingle blow; and before they had time te
| rally, Prmceton [hared the {fame fate.

Thefe unexpefted fuccefles infpired A-
mericans univerfally, with new enthufiam ;-
while fear and dejeélion fuhk deep in thc
bteafts of their opponents.

Here commenced.by the force of this all
aflive, all penetrating mind, a feries of
vitaries, which finally eﬁ9bh(hed the im-
dependence we now celebrate ; covered
thc American arms with unfading glory ;
forced Great-Britain to recall, in dxigrau,
her numerous fleets and armies; and ac-
knowledge the independence and fovereign.
ty of that nation, her haughty pride had
led"her to infult and abufe. ¢ Thus this
brighte# gem in his Majefty’s crown, ne
longer {parkles on his brow.”

~ Flufhed with fuccefs, and anxious agaix
to recover her long loft frovereignty of the
caft, liberty returns with frefh vigor acrofs

the Atlntic; and demands her qurped
dominions.

{



[ 22 3

At her potent voice crowns fhake their
plumes over the heads of trembling tyrants ;
thrones totter on their bafis; the eyes of
deprefled man are opened ; F rance, with
giant f{trength, rifes under the ponderous
weight of her ¢ orpulent defpotifm ; and pre-
cipitates the mighty frame of oppreflion
head-long to ruin ; 25,000,000, of people,
all at once, beat off defpotic fhacklesangl
become freemen.

. Fearful of their fate, and prompted by
infatiate avarice, the monarchs of Lurope,
at the curfed league of Pilnits, all combined
in that infernal plan, ever to be deteited by -
man, fo long as one fpark of virtue remains
in the human brealt. The objeft of this
ungenerous combination, was no lefs than
- to crufh the prevailing liberties: of France,

and make a general divifion of her territory
among themfelves. This general combina-
tion neceffitated France to purfue thofe en-
erg:tic meafures, which, though fubverfive
of her republican form of government,

turned the iniquity of thofe efleminate, lux-
uriaus tyrants, on their own mfatuatcd
hm; {1

?"’2

D

'
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The dreadful tocfin of war was founded ;
tyrannic fleets and armies wait around the
coafts of Franee, like hounds in the chafe,
for an order froin their mafters to feize on
the devoted prey ; but inflead of timorous
hares they found tygers to contend with.
‘All the enthufialm which animated Ameris
cans was now transferred to Frenchmen,
and the univerfal motto was, Die or be frce.

Full of this patrxotlc {pirit, fee the ciri-
zens of France rifing in malfles, and repair-
ing to the field of battle : On board the
-érippled fhip Le Vergeur, fee her flag nail-
“ed to the fhattered maft, and the brave, the
patmmc crew, amid ‘the univerfal cry of
¥ive la Repwblzc, feek an honorable death
amad the waves, rather than yild to thc
Jawlefs power of deipots.

By land, army was defeated after army,
and throne after throne tumbled mnto rai.
Jf we rejoice at nothing elfe we way at this
juft retribution, te fee vice and injuflice fo
com: etely punifhed, to fee that fame de.
firuétion plotted againft repubhicgp Fypnce,
carrled to their own doors, and ex€cuted
againft thofe very monﬂers, who dared in
the face of their God, conce:t fo execrable
aplot, Stillyou fce Napolcon, at the heaa
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of rumerousand well difc&plimd armies, 1n.

Cericining and owverturning their f{eats of
laiz itablifhed power : and teaching the art
Lusaliation, Doy rou tremble for the fate
of Furope ¢ Do yeu fear that their fuffec-
ings will be increafed, undey the gOVErn.
ment of this magnanimous hero ? [is mod-
eratien to conquered countries an{wers it
in part, and this plain fimple queltion aR-
Iwers it in full. § it poflible for men to be
more miferable Under any government,
than under that, of thofe, who were capa-
ble of fuch fuperlauve crimes * fuch unpa-
ralleled ipjuftice 2’

Liet us now tupn again 46 our own coyn-
try, our goyernment, & to our Walhington,
whom wve left at the head of a villorious
army, eudeared to him by long and intimate
-acquaintance. YWhat was now his lag-
guage ? did he fay to the people I haye
fought your battles; 1 have undergone fa-
tigue and 'hardvﬁ)i,p\, for which I afk to be
rewarded with a.crown? did he fay to the
-fokliers place me in power and 1 w:ll give
cyou honarable employment in return?
. The language of a.man fighting for eight
~years, without compenfation, the battles of
dus .country, could never be {uch. To

the . people he fid, ¢ your toils, your la-
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‘bors, your dangers are at an end; vou
have delivered yourfeives trom the gallmg
‘yoke <f a fore:gn tyrant, go and enjoy
your bleflings in peace : that command,

‘that authority, which I reccived from you,
to you I return.”

Thenturning tohis foldiers he might have
faid, ** We have lived long together, n
Lind and cordial friend{gyp ; you have com-
‘pletely triumphed over your enemies, more
‘numerous and better difcinlined than your-
felves; you have gained from them many
Jaurels, andmuchoratuude from vour fellow
citizens; your work is completed; you
may return to the bofom of your country
‘and {riends ; and as you bhave been good
foldiers,lcarn henceforth to be gond citizens.
Then in an affe@ionate farewell, that be-
“dewed every cheek with tears of the tender-
clt friendfhip, he difbanded the army,

Thus feparaied an army, which might,
under a leader of unprincipled ambition,
have bound you in thofe chains of defpot.
ifm. you had fo long been flruggling to
buril ; thus this leader ofarmies, long ac-
cuftomed o fupreme command, by his own
voluntary a{t became a common eitizen,
and retired to the walks of private lifg. .
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But fuch abilitics, joined with fuch prin.
¢iples, could not lono~ remain in obfcurlty
a government was to > be eftablifhed, potitical
eoncerns to be regulated ; the eye of the
public foon went in fearch of its beloved
Wathington ; the united voice called him
once more from the plow to the prefidential
chair ; where he thewed himfelf no lefs il
luftricus than at the head of armies.

Peace he prefervc’abmad, unanimity at
hoine ; every one is enable to repofe under
his own vine and fruit tree, and no excife
mafter or diret tax gatherer to moleft or
make him afraid. He guarded the reputas
tion of government by rectitude of adminif-
tration, not by fedition laws ; he promoted
fcience by encouraging colleges, academies
and {chools; knowmfr a general diftufion of
knowledge to be the main fpoke in the gov-
ernment wheel 1 and agriculture efcaped not
his wife notice, as on this depends the rota.
tion of this wheel, and the motion of tue
whole machine. Thus direéting the chariot
offtate 1 n wilijom, his firft term expires;
the fame unanimity calls him again to the
prefidential functions, and the fame wife po-
licy continues to gnide his adminiftration ; a
third election was about to manifeft the {fame
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unbounded confidence ; wien, advanced in
years, and debiiitated by a long and active
life, {pent in publicfervice, he inan cloquent
and pathetic addrefs to the public, begs leave
toretire. ‘I'his requeft could not be denied
him. He retired ; but in his rctirement he
was not unaccompanied by the hearis and
affections of the people ; the abfence of that
genius, which had put the afiairs of g vecn-
ment in fo profperous_a condition, deeply
imprefled the image of¥ts pofieflor un the
memory of every worthy citizen.

We call on you hiftory, both ancient and
modern, civil and ecclefiaftical, to thew a hu.
man charaéter equalto this. Wil you cite
us a Mofes ? When did he lead his people to
a choice to fhew their fenfe of his adminif-
tration ! When did our Wafhington retire
to a mount Sinai, or 2 mount Vernon, until
the peopls defpaired of his return ? or when
was our Wathinoton forty years in e”2blifh.
ing his people in the Canaan of America ?
Will you tell us of 2 David, the man after
God’s own heart ? When was our Wathing.
ton driven from cave to cave, routed from
one hiding place and fceking another, by the
perfecution of his own countrymen, unvera
Saul ? Where i1s that modern Abfilom, wha
ftole from a Wathington the hearts of his
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peopte, and involved the nation in a civil
war ? Will you compare the retirement of
Camillus or Cincinnatus to his ¢ the compar-
ifon will not hold : the Roman laws allow.
ed no compenfation for public fervice, thefe
men were poor and neceflitated to retire
through want. As to modern names, there
is none worthy of attempting a comparifon
with his. Such Americans is the character
you have lolt, in the lofs of 2 Wathington ;
and fuch is the charadter which will com-
mand unceafing reverence.

Such is the grandcur, the dignity, the
happinefs, to which we were exalted by our
glorious exertions in the caufe of freedom.
Had Britith power prevailed, diflerent, far
different ha: been our lot, of which to obtain
an accurate idea, turn y6ur attention to {ut-
fering Ireland, where that B:itifh infolence
which we repelled, reigns uncontroled.

Ircland contains four millions of inhabit-
ants. three millions of which are Roman
Catholics ; thefe three millions, or three-
fourths of the whole community, are exclud.
ed from their rights both civil and religious.
Property here is not fafe ; noone can tell in
what hour the tax.gatherer or landiord will
fcize it ; life is uncertain, as the next alarm

\



[ 28 ]

of rebellion may feal it up in a2 dungeon, or
give itan eternal exit by fufpenfion between
the heavens and the earth.

Liberty, poverty, and mifery are three
things ever certain : that is, liberty is cer-
tainly wholly banifhed, and poverty and
mifery are conftant companions.

Confider the weight of oppreflion, contin-
ually bearing down this devoted part of the
human race to the regions of defpair: a def-
potic monarch ; a parliament devoted to his
will 5 his dread tribunal not of juftice but
injuftice ; fheriffs and a numerous horde of
civil ofhcers, to drag to the dungeon, cn
mere fufpicion ; an armed foldiery, quartered
upon the people, to infult and abufe them ;
tax gatherers and imperious lords to feize on
the {canty morfel of bread, fuflicient only to
arreft the mad career of approaching famine.
All thefe combine to form onc grand ma-
chine of political deftruction. Such, fuch,
Americans would have been your lot, had
the unfeeling hand of Britith power pre-
vailed.

Wathington you have already feen retir-
ed ; the fourth of March 1797, clofed the
active covzfe of his political life, Tyram-
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»y began to rear her hedious head, endear-
oring to inculcate new and unpleafant noliti-
¢al docirines.

She tells us the chief magiftracy ought te
be hereditary ; that we muft have an inter-
mediate order dependent thereon, fuch :s
lords, kmghts and barons ;* that a nation.
al debt ; is a national blefling ;§ that men are
lncapablc of governing themfelves 3l not
- confidering that one who is incapable of gov-

erning him(elf, would be quite inadequate to

% Myr. Adams, when Vice Prefident, declares te
Col. Taylor and AMr. Giles, in hearing of AMr.
.7, mgden, tlien a fenator from New Haompfhire ;
S5 4 hape, or fom expelt to /ce the tz«'ze, when you
il be rr*r?;';*'u d, that the people o/ the United

‘ States cannot b happy without a hereditary chicf
. /Mugtﬂmte, and a [cnate that is hereditary or for
“ life.” Scea crrzﬁrma';m of the fame, iva lctier

from Mr. Langdon 12 Mr. Ringgold of Maryland,

§ See Adams’® defence of the American conflitus
tions, where he declares the Britifh Monarchy ¢ to
“ be the moj} fiupendous fabric of human wifdon.”

) See difcourfes on Davilla, written by Mr,
Mdams. ¢ Nature has ordained that no two crea-
“‘ tures fhall be perfeélly alike. ana no two creatures
“ perfellly equal ; therefore men cannet ¢xifi wider
Y an equal form of governmens.”
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govern a mation ; not confidering that what
malkes rulers mca"al‘le of governing, with
propriety, is thcxr own bafe paffions ; whick
only a fenfe of refponfibility to thexr conflite
werts, can pollibly reftrain, |

The mighty machines of defpotifm were
moved on with vigor; ftanding armies
were raifed ; American navies began to Hoat
the ocean ; taxes were increaled ; the na-
tional debt increafed by eight per cent loans ;
additional judges, and a numerous horde of
other oflicers creatcd the liberty of the
prefs, that great bulwark of ’freedom great ¥
curt.nied 31 the conftitution was violat.

~ + (Second fe&ion of the Sediti'on bill ) ¢ And be
4 1t further enatted, That if any perfon fiall write,
“ trint, utter or publifh ; or frall caufe or procure
““ 10 Be wriiten, printed, utteied, or publifred ; or
“ fhall knowingly and willingly aﬂ/} or aid in
‘“ writing, printing, uttering, or pué/z//zzng any
o ja//e,jmndalaus, and malicious writivg or writ-
“ ings, again/t the gavernment of the United States,
“ or either houfe of Congrels of the United Stazes,
¢ gr the Prq/uent of the United States, wirh in.
“ tent to defame the faid government, o7 either
¢ foufe of fa:d Congrefs, or the faid Prefident, ¢r
““ to bring them, or either of l/zem, ntd contempt, vt
““ difrepute. or to excite againfl them, or any oi et~
“ ther of them the hatred of the grod people of the
“ United States, &c. then fuch perfon, being therea

-
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ed ;1 and that governmental energy 2ffum.
ed, ‘which ever proved the dcﬁroyer of re-
publican government, |

No {ooner did the time of another ele&ion
arrive, than the majority of the people man.

of convilled beforeany court of the United States,
“having jurtjaiéftion theresf. fhall be punified oy a
“ fine not cxceeding 2000 dollars, and by tmpn/m-
“ ment not exceeding two years.”

Such is the lettoy of the felition 7a'w and fuck
was its opevation. that Mr. Holt, editor. m‘ the Beey
was flaed 200 dollars, and imprifoned twa maonths,
Jor faying the asmy whick was raifed under Mr,
Aiams. was a _/iandmg army., IV hereas,” the

judge who condemned him. /um’, “ he jhould /mu.‘
“called it a provifional army.’

b Scethealien bill, which gives the Prefident
power, without judge or jury, and en mere /{f{)/frzmz,
to order any alien to guit the territory of the United
States in fuch iims as jhall be expreffedin Juch ord-
er. The third article of the amendment af't&e con-
Sitution, exprefsly declaves, t’mtconne/}_ﬁa/’ make
no law refpecting an eftablifed religion, or prohib-
sting the free exercife thereof, or a&rzdgzng the
Jreedom of [pecch or ofthe prefs.  Now tf the fedi-
tion bill was made, refpetling the abudgmg the
Jreelom of [peech or of the prefs then tr. mu/l be
eonfidered an infraction upon this ariicle of the cona
ﬁ:tulton.
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ifefted their willingnefs to permit the pro-

woters of fuch meafures to retire to private
{tzticuns, with all their. wifdom, all theix,
abilities, all their admiration of Britifh mon.
archy, ail their elevated ideas of national
dignity and {elf-aggrandifement, and called
Jefferfon to the chair of {tate, whofe princi-
ples of policy, are beft delineated in his
inaugural {peech ;3 which contains princi-
ples of policy worthy to to be prelerved in
letters of gold, as guides and 1monitors to
every {fovercign in the worl:l,  There is cor-
rectnefs of {entiment; there is political
knowledge ; there is the whole eflence of re-
publican government concifely dclineated ;
there the duty of rulers anc ruled is infur-
pafsably pointed out; and that fincere
attachment to the interefts of the people ex-
prefled, which if fincere, cannot fail to inter-
eft every unprejudiced mmind in his favor ;
and his whole adminiftration from that time
to this, proves him no hypocrite.

Under the peaceful, the politic admiriftra-
tion of Mr. Jeflerfon, thofe engines of defpot-
i{m were of noufe. That army, that navy,
which began ferioufly to prey upon the vitals
of the republic, which during the four vears
of former adminiftration had received the
appropriation of ninetcen millions ‘of the
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people’s earnings td their ufe, were now-
difmifled or greatly reduced ; our treafury,
which had been reduced, notwithftanding;
the great increafe of taxation and the ftill:
greater increafe of the national debt by eight
per cent. loans, to one million feven hundred:
and ninety-four thoufand dollars, was found. -
at the expiration of two years and an half;
under the prefent adminiftration, to contain
five millions eight hundred and fixty thou-
fand doliars 3 though vaft fums were appro-
priated towards the difcharge of the national
debt ; and the people, at the famne time, were
relieved troin many grievous taxations-—
Our differences with foreign nations were
honorabiy adjufted, and commerce relieved
from thofe conftant depredations which harw
rafled it during the reign of energy: our
territory was greatly enlarged—not by lav.
tthing blood and treafure, nc:by the expenfe
of a long and tedious war—bat for the {mall
confideration of fifteen miliions, a fum fag
inferior to what was appropriated for the
fupport of the army and navy during the
four years of Adams’ adminiftration. By
this acquifition, (not to meriion the great
increafe of our territory, and the bleflings of
liberty extended to an additional portion of
the human race,) our flag is permitted to pals
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unmolefted, thofe wefterh waters; through
whofe fpreading branches, wealth and com-
merce are brought to the very doors of
threc-eighths of the inhabitants of old united
America. While it removes thofe trouble-
fome neighbors to a greater diftance, it be-
comes agreatfource of wealth and importance
to this growing republic.

Under this mild, this politic adminiftration,
religion is kept intire, uncontaminated with
politics, at the free difpofal of men’s con-
{ciences ; in which unmolefted ftate 1t ad-
vances the happincfs of fociety ; but when
converted to political purpoies, it mayprovea
fevere {fcourge to the human race. Toprove
this, it will be only neceflary to refer you
to the rivers of blood which have, in different
nations and at different periods of the world,
flowed from the veins of the pious, to fcrce
a compliance with national creeds, which
reafon and conicience dgclared erroneous.

When four years had thus pafled, during
which time, flander, malice and detraction
had exerted all their powers, the period of
another eleflion arrives—from the refult of
which, we may judge thepeople’sapprobation
of thele truly republican meafures.



L35 3

What was the fequel ? 162 out of 17§ de.
clared in the afirmative ; while 14 only
faintly replied no.” Remarkable unanimity !
It feems almoft a paradox, that in a country
fo extenfive, inhabited by people of {o many
different trades, guided by{o many andalmoit
oppofite interelts, meafures could be adopted
fo univerfally congenial to their feelings.—
From the eleftions of different States, we are
continully gaining new proof of che wifdom
and prudence of the prefent adminiftration.

We have had energy in our internal gov-
ernment, we have had energy in our foreign
treaties—not one mean or {ervile treaty made
under the prefent adminiliration can be pro-
duced.

Sill, fays the objector, T am not pleafed ;
we want martial energy ; why thould we not
vie with the monarchs of Furope in ftanding
armies ! why fhould not our fleets humble
the naval pride of Great-Britain? Ah! here
is the rock on which we fplit ; and here is
the very weight which funk every republic
fince the world began. This very martial
energy, this military power, paid by, and
dependant on therulers, is certain, abinlutely
certain, to bear upon and finally fink foreveg

the Liberties of the people.
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The anciert republics of Greece, Syracufe
and Rome, all tumbled into ruin from an
adherence to this very principie. Pompey-
was 2 man . of martial talents and enevay ;
terror marched hand in hand witk hin
wherever he turned his arm. This induced
the people, furrounded as they were by dan-
gerous enemies, to coatinue hirn in the
coinmand, contrary to the conftitution and
common cuftom. What was the refult of
this ? his energy, at length, turned againit.
the conflitution of his own country, and
crumbled it to atoms : In confequence of
which the ftrects of imperial Rome, under
Pompey, Sylla, and Cazfar, were crimfoned
with the blood of her nobleft republicans,
untl the fcourge of defpotifim was borne
without a ftruggle.

Tt was this fame energy, under Oliver
Cromwell, which reduced LEngland, then a:
republic, to the molt degrading fervility ;
and it is that fame energy now, in fleets and
armies, which while they carry terror, in.
fult, and outrage abroad, produces mifcry
and ftarvation at home.

What let me afk is the advantage of this
gigantic navy, this monfter of the ocean ?

Does it protect commerce, or ferve as a mere
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engine of oppreflion,- a ‘cloak for the bafeft
perfidy, and a protection to crimes which
dithonor the hiftory of man ? All, we pre-
fume, will grant the latter to be the cafe,
when we are able to thew from the maritime
lift of Liverpool, that Britifh infurance is
double that of American. Notwithftanding
fhe has fuch vaft fleets to fcour the ocean,
the conftant war which fhe is obliged to
fofter for their fupport, expofes her com-
merce to double the danger of ours. Fleets
on the ocean refemble - fifh, inhabiting that
clement, they live by preying upon their in.
feriors.

Thefe evils we confider as powerful argu.
ments againft iarge naval armaments ; we
want fhips fuflicient to awe the Barbary
powers, and thofe we have already ; but to
attempt to equal the great maratime powers
of Europe, would be vanity, would be folly.
Should we, by any mifunderftanding be in
volved in a war with any of them, our pri.
vateers would pick up their merchantmen,
~even under convoy of thofe heavy failing
fhips of war.

But waving thefe objections, let us raife
the power of the American fag upor the
G ' |
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ocesn ; 1ct uspermit government to draim
‘from the country, every farthing of circulat-
ing cath ; let them mortgage the Rates in
an immen{e rational debt, borrowed at eight
or any rate per cent: lct it be required of
every citizen, to furnith his proportion of
Jabor to baild and furnith thefe mighty ma-
chines of terror ; and what would follow ?
‘We {hould then be a fine prey, a rich booty
to Britith prowefs ; her Howes, her Nelfons,
and her Duckworihs, would have a noble
enterprifz of glory ; and when all our
ﬂre-ngth thus emabarkca on the ocean, was
annihilated, wealkk and feeble by land, we
thould be neceflitated to make the moft hu-
miliating conceflions,

As a finnl proof of the baneful influence
of this governmental energy, on republics,
permit me once moreto call your attention
to France. When fhe was faft approaching
the zenith of freedom and happinefs ; when
every Ammerican beheld her progrefs with
anxiety, and heartily wifhed her fuccefs;
‘that combination of monarchs, worthy ef
infernal fiends rather than men, took place,
and called forth that dreadful energy on
- the part of France, which funk her again
‘$uto defpotiim, and forced the caufe of
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freedom, in which fhe had fo eagerly en-
gaged, to lafting exit from that part of
the world ; leaving us the fmall confo-
lation of fecmg the mifery and disgrace in»

tended for France, vibrate back with deuble
force on the heads of the guilty ; a ¢imin-
utive confolation, indeed, to the emancipa-
tion of a great nation from flavery ; andthe
further probabiiity of this hiberal principle’s

extending itfelf to the remoteft bounds of
the habitable worid

Let us therefore proﬁt by the errors of
others, let us keep a fteady eye on the true
principles of Republicanifm, and ever keep

at the greateft diftance thofe cngmcs of T y-'
rmny

. Though I fear I havealready tranfgrefled
too long on your patience ; yet you will
- liten 2a moment to the voice of the American
conftitution ; which makes the wide.extend..
ed territory, over which our mighty eagle-
Ias {pread her all-protecting wings, facred to-
the genius of liberty ; which inviies the fut-
fering and the perfecuted to a fufe retreat in
her bofom. Has his countenance loft its
bloom by the vertical beam of a torrid fun?
has he loft his liberty in the fierce contention
of tyrants ? has fuperfiition caft her chains
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around him as an irredeemable flave, or con-"
fecrated him a folemn facrifice to her idol ¢
has the fovereign decree of a tyrant fet him
as a mark for the fiercer arrows of his ven-
geance to pierce ! the moment he fets foot
on American earth, the melancholy gloom is
driven from around him, by piercing rays
from the fun of liberty ; her genial influence
reftores his foul to its native dignity ; < he
¢ ftands redeemed, regenerated, and difen-
¢ thralled, by the irrefiftible genius of uni.
¢ verfal emancipation.”

Americans, youhave an extenfive territory
and a happy government, which long has
been and {till continues, almoft the only
thicld againft oppreffion on the face of the
whole earth ; peace and plenty cheers every
rank, from the pocreft to the moft opulent
citizen ; the merits of every virtuous man
are duly appreciated ; by the univerfal eir-
culation of news.papers, and the general dif-
fufion of ufeful books, knowledge becomes
an eafy acquifition. You have fince your
firft landirg enjoyed a portion of liberty,~—
though never till the declaration of Inde-
pendence did you enjoy her in full glory;
wohen Britein beann (o crry her tyrepnv (o
R N O L A S S S

¢ . . R . \ . . . .. .,
[ O PR | . B R I S P



[© 41. 1}

ing in your own dominions you rcpﬂlled ity
when ambition would rife'in rebellion, your
vigilance detelts it, and places the author -
betore a public tribvnal; fo long as this -
vigilance, induftry, ceconomy, reverence for -
religion, regard for the laws, and this wife
pacific policy continues—{o long may we -
expe&t the continuance and pro(pcuty of
this happy republic. :

. Gentlemen of the Militia, permit me to -
addrefs you in the name of the whole Mili.
tia of thefe United States, of this. free, in-
dependent and fovereign Republic. Shall T
recount to you the fatigues &labors you have -
undergone for conqueﬁ; ? would you be the
companions of an Alexander carrying death -
and defolation to the utmoft regions of the
eait ? would you be victorious Mahometans,
under the celebrated Tamerlane, crimf{oning
your fwords with the blood of every man,we-.

‘man and child, differing from you 1in relig-
ious tenets ¢ Would you be crowned with
the laurels of thofe vaft armies of Europe,
whlch under ambitious leaders, are rivet-
ing the chains of defpotifm by blood and:
murdm would you under a Pompey, a

"N \J! e -
Syl o Oofae, e Beerg tarn your arms
4
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the few, wver the interefts of the many ¥
The {e honors Gentlemen of the Militia, tho’
{ptendid in found, are too mean for you
thofe arms, that uniform, that difipline,
that military array,'was never intended to
impofc on the defencelefs partof community § -
you are mercenaries to no haughty tyrant ;
you follow no mercilefs defpot to the field of
carnage, in hopes of wealth and falfe glory,
from the pluncer & murder of the innocent §
you have wives, children, friends and pmp~'
erty, in the great body of the people ; you
have nghtb and liberties in common with
them § in fat your body, is the body of the
whole community; combined together for
defence ; confequently thofe fwords, thofe-
weapons of death, which have occafioned fo
much terror, fo much inifery in the world, in-
yeur hands are to be feared only by the cne-
mies of your country and of Repubiicanifm
while they remain an eternal fa...s;;uard and
a plealing fecurity to the weak, the unaipire
ing, the honeft and the mduﬁuous.

Your work then is rmpmtant you have
toprote® an extenfive empire, of freedom,
of happinels, and of inborn rights ; which is
the intereft of at leaft nine tenths of the
world ; to repel every aggreflion, on which,
whether foreign or domettic, let your energy
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be exerted. In that martial vifage, while
innocence views her pretecdor, let tyrants
read their doom.

American fair, your’s is a difterent tafk,
You were not doomed to the barbarous {oil
- of the eaft, where the youthful bride, {park-
ling in beauty, immolates herfelf on the fu-
neral pile of her deceafed partner ; you were

‘not deftined to languith out a tedious life,
- with mind uncultivated, excluded from the
agreeable walks of foucty, in the dreary fe-
raglio of an auftere turk : Fortune has not
- placed you in the cold ungenial regions of
the north, where fithing and hunting employ
-the time, and deftroy the delicate conflitu-
tion of the female; Ruflia’s unfocial clime
gave you not birth, to preient your hufband,
on the day of your marriage, the indelicate
correltive, manufactured by your cwn fair
hands, which directed oy his fevage temper,
remains 2 pairful fcomge dmmg vour hy-
maeneal life, Heaven has kicdl y rernoved
you frow the barbavous favage, where the
female is d‘uc‘bv or burthen Searer : . thanks
to your God ! your lot was not catt in Fu.
rope, to te a prey to uehridied infolence
of the unteeling foldier, or to ice your
fathers, brothers, fons, and hufbands, drag-
ged inv oluntanly f:om your tendez embrace,
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" by prefs-gangs, or confcript mafters, to pour
out their blood on fome crimfoned field of
battle : but you are blefied with exiftence in
a land of liberty, where the rights of women
“are underftood and regarded. While the
man proteéts,Jabors, and accumulates wealth,
you have to prefide over domeftic aflairs, to
cultivate civilization, foften manners, and
~correét morals ; you muft nourith the in.
- fant, dire& its pliant mind, by your plaftic
care, and early infpire it with a love of ami.
able virtues: On you depends, in a great
meafure, the happinefs of {ociety.

To perform fuch important duties, you
fee the neceflity of enlightened minds an

modeft virtues. -

FINIS.



