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FRIENDS. AND rpLLo W-CITIZENS,

WHAT glowing emotion must swell the hosom of thb .
votary of ‘Freedom, in whatever clime or country his lot may
have been cast, when i recurring to the events-of this day, he
beholds the heroes and statesmen of ’76, rising in their ex-
al ted Eatrmt:sm and mlghty spirit, and, with a creative volcc,
calling this’ great nation into political being {<~What rmust he onr
just feelings of natiénal pride, when we see th¢ wise and vener-
able Congress of that era, animated by.a pure and uhadulterated
love of liberty, unawed by the base motive of fear, unmoved by
the dlabohcal spirit of revenge, not:in some midnight intrigue,
but in the face of an admiring and astonished world; appealing
to the Supreime Judge of the Universe for the rectitude of .their
intentions, invoking his .blessing on the deed, and in his awful
presence, proclaiming their béloved country Free, Sovereign, and
Independent:!<Must not the contemplation of this scene wrap

our souls in ecstacy and elevate our mmds to enthusjasia .almost
suPernamral '

¢ 100k ye abroad thro’ nature, to the range

“ Of Planets, Suns and adamantine spheres,

¢« Wheeling unshaken thro’ the void immense

¢« And speak O man! does this capacious scene
“ With Aalf that Kindling majesty dilate
“ ¢ Thy strong conception.”” (*)

Wluther

(*) 'The remamder of this beautiful passage will illustrate its apphqam

As when Brutus rose
Ref’ulgent from the stroke of Cxsar’s fate

Amid the crowd of patriots ; and his arm

Aloft ettendmg hke eternal Jove,

When guilt brings down the Thunder, call’d aloud
On Tully’s name, and shook his crimson'd stecl
And bade the Father of his country hail !

For lo! the'Tyrant prostrate on the dust
And Rome agam IS ree | !
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Whither then shall we look for-n spectacle 80 ‘dugust, v
splendid, so sublime! In antiquity ? Its greatest lights have not.
cast upon it the lustre of an event so worthy of renown. In the
hopes of posterity ? The most vivid imagination, tho’ mounting

to “the highest Heaven of invention,” hath not conceived a
parallel. |

"It 1s not arrogant, fellow-citizens, to declare, that we are as-
sembled to commemorate the greatest event thut is recorded in
the history of nations. It hath been eloquently said, «that on
this day a nation was born at once, a new order of things -arose
and' an illustrious era in the history of human affairs commenc-
ed.” The struggle for American liberty 'was greatly - distin-
gmshed {rom all others in all its characteristics. .In the motive
it was magnanimous beyond the examples of ancient or modem .
times. We have not unfrequently had -presented to our yiew, in
the historic page, a people borne down by oppression angd tortured
beyond. .endurance, bursting,:as it were, by a morbid, effort in
which the energies.of the mind were scarcely. discoverable, the
fetters which bound them, and standing forth regenerated and

.disenthralled. But their ‘motive was emanclpatlon from great |
oppresslon long endured ; and that natjons -suffering under such
-~ inflictions, ‘should so patiently bow beneath the rod of un]uﬂt
and merciless power,” and % make calamity of sq long date,”
first excues our astonishment and denies to the action half the
“merit ‘which it would otherwise challenge. We have seen the
'power and influence of ‘a Patrician family, forcing: the sceptts
‘from the hands of an impious. and ‘urnatural tyrant, and driying -
him into banishment as. the just punithment of his crimes,. by
which & portion of liberty was'gained to the state. Butthe motive
was the revenge of an individual, whose power and whose

disposition, perhapsy to oppress the citizen were little less-than
those of the dethroned tyrant and to whose wrongs rather than -
his virtues, Rome was indebted for her liberty. In more modern
times, we behold the Barons of England wrestmg from their
yyrant king a power which was only obnoxious in .their eyes,
as it denied to them the exclusive privileges of a distinct order
of men as inconsistent with the natural and imprescriptible rights
of man as the injustice against which they maghanimously strove.
Yes, notmthstandmg these efforts, the namecs of plebeian and

commoner stlll marked out thc mass of munkind as the slaveq
and vn:tuns of the few,

Masy

?
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“ Many -nations havo exhibited stotesmen and gcnerals climb-
mg the ladder of ambition, by the. prostration or diminution of
royal authority, and giving to their country some of the blessings
of liberty as the conseqguences of their triumphs. But their
motive was their personal distinction and aggrandizement, not
the people’s freedom or their country’s good. In others;' as
in unhappy revolutionary France, a savage fury involving the
wreck of all -morality and religion, the: violation of all ties, so=
cial, moral and divine, has dishonored the motive and debascd
the spirit- of llberty, while it hath «shut the gates of mercy
on mankind,” without purchasing one of the blessings which
liberty, temperately and rationally enjoyed, 80 profuseiy dis-
penses to 3ts votaries.' ‘Thrice happy America ! ‘Not one of these
debasing -circumstances cast a suspicion on the purity of thy
motive, difninished the brilliancy of thy honorable car eer, or
urnished the glory of thy triumph. o

It was the peculiar blessing anhd the ennoblmg glft of a km6
ad beneficent Providence, to make us feel a true, genumc ‘
ad uncorrupted love of universal, equal, rational liberty. To
enjoy this great blessing we were happily ﬁtted by our hab;ts
manners, education and local c1rcumstances We ha.d mdt'sed,L
pever ceased to enjoy 1t, for the dehght mth whlch we were,
tught to behold it when reason yet was young, the ardcnt lovc
Jvith which we fostered it in. riper ‘years,, and the fast embrace,
in which matyred reagon, habit and feeling bound ng, to the inval-
wble pbsseps;on, neyer. suffcred either  the strength of power
B or the fraud.of political cunning to tear it from us.  It. is our
proud boast, that tho’ our liberties were in danger, we never
ceascd to be free.  That being the descendants of men who fled
fitiom European oppression, to a. w;lde.me*ss. before. untrodden by
the foot of civilized man, to cherish even amidst savage beasts
nd more savage men their darling liberty ; the principle was
implanted in the very matrices of our nature. Born free and
surtured in the belief, that with freedom no earthly blessing
could be comrpared, ours was a poble. exertion to preserve it,
ot the mortifying - task of re xaining lost liberty. - We did not
on this day declare ourselves a nation of emancipated slaves:
Our sensibility felt oppression’s lightest finger like a mountain,
and made us start with indignant emotion from the first unhal-
lowed touch. Nor did we seek the prescrvation of some im-

werfect mutilated prwxlco-t,s, which were to be found in a char-
ter




. [ 6]

ter or statute, recorded as wa act of the policyy or the whisity,
or the fear, or'the caprice of a royal donwr. "We looked e
the great archives of natare and drew fron: ¢.aCe the byl
volyme of the rights of man—~—What tieasure. so inestimnbly)
What motive 8o noblo -as ahat of its preservgtien?! . | .

" 'Such was the motive, :and alike tistmpmished . wers the t‘m
ception and tonduct of this BTCAL ACt. ¥or Amerion i NRS ..Te-
served to conceive the ragnaaimoeus jdop and set the moagni- |
ficent example of nunierous and disporsed seristics, CAYEXINg 2
vast and extonded continent, of varions origin, differept religi- |
ans, dissimjlar local interests, and distinct mupicipal eayecia-
tions ; uniting in 4 head of palitical and socipd love, asone peo-
ple and by one great rasplve, she result of deliberate TR
cofisummate wisdom . and amnequalled HArmness, hﬁcm 2|
_ mhighty, fpce and independent natiah.

The assumption of political md'ependbnce and. ﬂ\e commence-
ment of the vevolution, were distinguished by a spitit and man- |
per 80 elevated, an enterprize so rare and astonishing, and 2
determimation s0 bold, ‘as lifted us unmedlate!y ‘higi - above the
political ‘horizon to the :view of a wondering universe..: Quher
militants ‘in the cause df ‘hberty, have ‘waited for 0cGasions. fu
vorable to suctess, and ‘have ‘risen. against their tyrams .«nd §

oppressors when they were smitten by the decrepitude. of age
the debihty and rottenness of luxury, or the adverse fWJ
battte. ‘But-at-this- punod ‘Great -Britain ‘was: iy the .zenith o

her power ‘ant ‘prosperity. -Rich in -her tre'uuros, ﬂoumﬁng
i her commerce and the terror of the world in arms, . Qhe Dore
on'the occan the trident of Neptune and an ¢qual gl:nry Hy

d 'her 'in ‘the field. In the preceding -war she . lmd severely
hunibted ‘the pride and- ‘power of France and Spain. In ecither
hemisphere-she had discomfited their lcglons In-Europe: she
had insulted their shores -and invaded -their - tertitories—and in
America had -torn ‘from them their finest colonies. - The peins
of Abraham and the walls of Quebec will be. deathless ~ naon-
ments of the prowess and - glory et her aTMS. - Alas! that; this
_glory, ‘in which we proudly.and affectionately .claimed. move ‘han
the rights of affiliation, should have been so soon taraished and
its bright rays-obscured with the blood of a savage war. Butthe
‘United Colonicsy :fearless of-this .gigantic - power, - emboldened
by a presentiment. of their great destinies, laoking .at -the. m#

Jebtm -works . of nature . which cover their bosom .or. surtomd
‘ thcma
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them, (their lkes, their rivers and their moontains—at Huron
and Superiour, the Mississippi and the St. Laurence, the Al
leghaties- and the. Andes !y and borrowing from them a copres-
ponding ‘sentivhent ‘of magnanimity which can receivo no luqtyq
from the most finished -glory of Greece, or the most - splqndlﬂ
renown ‘of Roman' achievement;  became the great competitor
of the mighty pmvér of Britaim, and with undaunted SpIrit toek
equal ground¥ih- the proud oppressor ; established govern-
ments, i‘ '}s; rmposed takes, formed allmnces and cloath-
ed themselves in all the attributés of a groat sovereigm. They
had 1o period of infancy, none of pubesty, mone of piogression
~intbotn to-dhy, the next beheld them exhibit & giant’s stature,
At on¢é they- were “distinguishéd by the wisdom of their Sena-
tors, the eloguénce of thieir Orators, the skill of their Generals,
the valor of their Troops and the glory of victory ; but above
al by’ the uhéqialled pateiotisen of their ‘people: - This, this,
“beat withiess Earth siid Heaven ™ was the godlike spirit of '76.
It glowed i the hearts and shohe in the actions of every son
| and daviphitér of Ambrica: It Wai the semithal principle of the
first effoftts Which ‘gave us’confidence and hope. It wa: the vi-
tal eniergy of that coldssal figure bf victory, ‘vhose sword in &b
miny tHUmMPhS condueted the power and fnally sinote down

the tyrdfiny of the mothér country. It was this spirit whick
dawhied ih 'so mxwuch splbndor oh Bunker’s ‘Hill, and played in.

| bright &hd cheeritighcorruscatioris oh the cradle of our liberties.
It stood Jikeé a PHllar of fire to guide ous* arties, and like o pil-
lar of 'a ‘clotid to' cofifound and ‘mistéad our ehemies at Tren-
ton and “Piincétsn, Tt gleathéd on the mountains of Vermont
in the brilfiant su¢cess ‘of Bénnington. It pouréd out in the
many victoriés of the war a flood of glory, and under the pres-
sute :of the 1o Tess honorable misfortunes of our arms, cheer-
cd with its fight and comforted with its warmth the naked, fa-
| ‘mished, perishing soldier of liberty-—made him suffer and evem
made him die with j joy ‘and -exultation. It was'the same spirit

which gently glldeu through the lattice of the imprisoned citizen,
whose inflexible ﬁdehty had consigned him to a dungeon——there
turned his scanty morsel into a supply as ur as the widow’s

cruise, tinged his little urn of water with ki. .n.sent nectar,

and all the while he spoke and while he thought of the triumph
of his country’s liberty, cast its mystic mantle o’er hls galling

¢hains
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chaing and wide extended it to all the evils of his life. () May
we hope that ‘we have cherished 2 spark of this sacred flame!}

As it was more holy, so it ought to have been more relig'lodnly
' guarded than the vestal flarhe of antiquity. Yes, it still exists !
Yt hath its temples (loss gorgeous indeed than Roman pomp,
yet more noble) in our free and Happy publie institutions. And
its altars (less splendid yet more pure) in the fervent hearts of »
patriotic people.  You; fellow-citizens, are the yipdians and dis.
pensers of the sacred rites. st of the.'76

Be ye, the memb
Association, the humble but faithful and assiduous ministers of
the holy functionwstrim its lamp. with diligence, purify and ep-
crease its flame by the patriotism of ybur actions, by your hero.
ism In the fteld of battle wheén thither you are called, and thers

the just vengeance of an injurcd. country may too soon lead
you; by your wisdom, honor and ﬁdehty in the councils of the

natton, io which the talents of some of you, in this land of
equal rights, where ¢ all start fair in the race of life,” will be
- sufficient passport ; by your eloquence in the place, from
whence a too feeble minister now addresses you, on the recur-
rence of this great day, for the time may arrive when from hence
you may as effectually defend the liberties which you conquer-
ed or you inherited, as in the field of battle. From hence your
country’s honorable achievements will inspire you to sound her
praise, and from hence her wrongs will fire you with mdlg'natwn
“and make you fulmine (}) against the Insolent and audacious foe.
From hence you will rouse the honorable pride, excite the pa-
triotism, confirm the resolutionand nerve the arm: of the citizen
" and the soldier who shall be called to defend her honor or sup-

port her glory. Do you, sir, (§) who bear the name and perpet.u-
ate the lineage of the hero of the 28th of June, be heir to his
-virtues and you may be heir to his immortal renown. Do you,

qcntlcmen, (Il) in whose veins flows the kindred blood of the mar-
tyred Hayne, catch a spark from his patriotism and heroic firm-
ness and you will be your couniry’s pride and blessing. Let that
revolutionary hero () be your guide, who with the same no-

bicness of mind in whick he raised your thunder on the main
sand

‘1
Swieeapers lpes GEEE T

(1) Sterne.
() “ As Demosthenes

Fulmined over Greecé

._ To Macedon and Artaxerxes Throne.”

+ (§) Willlam Moultrie, Esq. a member of the $ociety.

(i) Two gentlemen of the name of Hayne, members of the Society.

(¥) €Captaun Geo. re Cross, the present President.
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and bore’ ytmr glor} on the mountaip’ wave, became the siip-
por ter by becoming (he assocmte of this mstltutlon Slew and
cmulate tho oxample of the gallant and beloved veteran, (**) of
whoin 1hcxorablc death has ‘just f)ere.aved you “He is not whoﬁy_
lost to us. Tho’ his mortal pa:t “hath been reposed in ‘the alic’nt‘
tomb, embalmed m the sorgows of hls frlends, and his Immor-
tal s6ul hath' risen to its God, the: apirit of *76 contmues to Shlhc

in the record of his deeds, which lnstory and the gmtefhl fe-»“
c.ollcctlons of his country will bear down to fut’hre tlmes. .

% The Laurel leaf of shining green
< Will; still, ainid the gloom; be seen.”

Imitate the virtues of such ari ancestry and suc h associates, and
you will turn back the tide of glory, even on the times ‘and
achievements of 76, while you will pour it with augmcnted abun-
dance on a distant and _happy posterity. |

F ellow-cuizens, rev"é'?'ontlally to contemplate, enthusiastlcally
to admire and humbly, yet zealously to labor in the goodly work
of keeping alive this holy spirit, was the orlgmal purpose and Is
the present object of this institution. What ingenuous mind
cant condemn our motive ? What patrlotlc citizen' will hesitate
to advante our object >—Appreach and enter the fane of our
deliberations ! There is no veil whick obscures a mystery intend-
ed to be hidéen from the commoneye. €Come foreigner and na-
tive fraternize with us? Come into this holy temple! Behold
the fragrant flower blooming at the foot of the altar, cherished

by its bléssing and' sprinkled with the satred dews of v1rtuou3
intention ! Who would extend the spoiler’s hand ? not, I am sure,
this benevolent community.

But, ceasing to digress, though the colonies with unexampled
boldness took equal ground with the enemy,sit was in the great-
ness of their resolve, in the wisdom of their counsels and in the.
firmness of their courage; for at the commencement of our
exertions, the operations of the ficld were embarrassed by every
disa dvantage, without troops, without moncy, without arms, and
all the other requidites to create armies, except undisciplined
men, the veterau and victorious legions of Great Britain were
to be cncountered and subdued or the: cause of America was

forever lost.. A particular detail of the events of the revolution
shall not be atteinpted, tho’ we cannot believe that it would be
tedious or uninteresting to an Ainerican. In every . victory, and

little less in every deicat, would he read his eountry’s glory.
B = - The

(" * _Ig.ptuin John Blake, the late Vige-Presidents
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‘The Rornans are said to have considered Forsune as a persen.
al and nationul virtue, and if they reasoned well, we might con.
fidently build this merit on our rnany great and unexpected suc.
casses. But we will more rationally and piously, we conceive, con.
sider them as the evidence of particular providential favor. Thro’
the whole contest there appeared not only an inspired vigor which
left at a dlstam;e all common exam[ﬂes, but there was also re-
mul'hhly displayed, on many occasions, an a.sswtmg providence,
that rescued us from the fatal issues of events” which human.
means were unable to controul. As Homer makes the Gods
of the ancient mytholo descend into the plain and fight on
the side ef his omhng?eroes, sa (may we speak it w1thout:
impdety, we da wit", infinite gratitude and reveremce) the great.
God of Hosts, in numberless instances, when our strength failed,
our spirits 'fainted and our ruin seewed ipevitable, joined the
battle,. raised his mighty arm and gave the victory to the shat-
tered. phalanx of liberty. Is he not the infatuated victim of
sceptica] delusion and ingratitude, who does not believe thait wi-,
were. supernaturally aided at Lexington and Bunker’s Hill e

Let him compare these events with any in hlstory, of the con-
flicts of undisciplined troops with regular armies (even with
the. combais of the heroic. Tyrolian) and he will no longer search
merely in human means for the causes of. these unexampled ex-
- ertions. The soldiers of liberty, on these fortunate occasions,
for 5o we must call them though they were not victories, were
then for the first time drawn from the occupations of their hus-
bandry and other peaceful labors, and the sun. which rose on
these blessed exercises did not set until his descending. rays.
had mingled with the light of their military glory. Nor did
the fate of the revolution less. depend on these events, howe-
ver apparently inferior, than on the capture of Burgoyne or the
surrender of York-Town. The popular belief was, that British
discipline and British valor were Invincible, and i1t was only
.{urged on hy our destiny) in the sanguinéss of-youthful hope.
and a holy reliance on the pustice of the God of battles; that
America dared to rise. Had a disgraceful discomfiture of thejr.
first efforts confirmed the fears of the colonies, despair would:

have succeeded hope, and panic terror have occupied the places
of faith and confidence. Was not the arin of Providence . laid

bare and ‘visible to human eyes, on York Island, when on the
flicht of, some of the Ainerican troops, the great hero of the re-
volution determined to hide the shamc which he felt in a volun-

(ary,
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tary death, but was saved by the power and blessmg of Heaven,
for the great purposes it had destined him to at.chleve? He was
the Achilles of the war, w1£hout whose arm we coul:l hot
conquer and was preserved to secure the final victory of our ex.
erttons and the accomplishment of our mdependence.

After the evacuation of New-York and the retreat through tl\fq

Jersies, hope appeared to sink in the stoutest bosoms, and wlule
patriotism did not cease to warm the heart of the repubhc, de-

spair had siezed with an icy grasp the functions of the puplic

life.—~Even the cool determination md frmness of Washington
looked beyond the Alleghanies for the rcfuge a.nd abede of liber-

ty. (1) But at this moment of great and general dlamay. a conse
apparently not human, unexpectedly checked the progress of .the
British army, which had prosecuted the objects of the campaign
with the greatest activity and with irresistible effect, until the
Americans crossed the Delaware. Here the march and the sal.
vation of the favored peaple of God appeared to be typified in
the retreat and safety of our broken forces. The Delaware did
not indeed, like the red sea, divide its waters to let them pass.
over, nor did its waves swallow up their enemies. But, aston-
ishing to relate, the British army, possessed of wealth and art
to bring within its reach all.human aid, struck as it were by fatuity,
hadnot provided the means of passing a river which lay in its route,
and was thus unable to pursuethe flying Americans across the De-
laware.—In this auspicious moment the genius andjthe enterprize-
of the Ameérican commander, projected and executed the intrepid
and fortunate expeditions of T'renton and Princeton. By these suc-
cesses the droopmfr cause of America was again lifted up to
the benign influence of the rays of hope, angd human actors,

with
(1) To human wisdom, says the lustonan of the times, it .ﬁeal‘ed
probable at this period, that some small section of the histo Eng-
land  would have recorded our political rise and £l in the fezlovung con-
\“lptuous language :—* A fickle pcople, impatient of the restraints of
| regular overnments, in a fit of passion,” abolished that of Great Britain
nd established in its room free censtitutions of their own, but these
hew establishments, from the want of wisdom in their rulers or of s J
in their people, were no sooner formed than annihilated. The le
men in their respeetive governments and the principal members of Con-
Eruss, (for by this name the insurgents distinguished their supreme coun-
l) were hanged and their estates confiscated. Washington, the gallant
leader of their military estabhshments worthy of a better fate, deserted
by his army, abaidoned by his country, rushmk on the thickest battal.
ons of the foe, provoked a friendly British baypnet, to deliver him from
an 1gn01mmous death.” amsay.
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with human. mcans, were left and encoyraged to strugele for
qw acpomplmhment of its great o‘)_;ect.. | | | S s
Bqt while the war was ctmtmued wnth unequal means on the

:::::

part of Amcnqa, not only was the Brmah army, which had beep
dcstmed to act n the nuddle and southern states, increasged in

numbers, and by frequcnt vxctory animated to boldness, but Great
ﬁhtﬁm also pourcd ‘her veteran and d13c1plmcd legmns from

the north, under the command of a General of great talents and
celebrlty, who had pledged his fame as well for 1mmediate vic-
tory a8 ultimate success. At the same time, the fell and mer-

ci’tess rcsolvc of the Bntlsh councnls, from which the match
less ‘eloquence bf the Great Chatham, their country s glory
and thelr senate’s pride, could not dlssuade them, was com-
plewly and fatally realized. The savage hords burst fort.h as
their allies—the terrific yell, ‘the torch, the toinahawk, the

lcalpmg knife and the hwmnan sacrifice, were added to tlu,
strength, and the helpless woman and the smiling babe to’ the

victims of British prowess. ‘But they tarnished the arms of
the nation' and withered the laur els whlch had so lately grown
up -and flourished in the same scenes. The march of Burgoyne
was irresistible—terror moved before him——victory perched upon
“his Banners and desolation followed in his rear. The junction of
his arms with thosc of Sir Henry Clinton, seemed certain—
the fate of Amierica inevitable !—But indignant Hcaven copld
not stnile upon such savage deeds nor crown with success such
‘unholy means. It determined to check the carcer aud confound
the arrogance which thus despised its will and trampled on ifs
laws.  For this purpose the hero of Bennington, the venerable
Stark, the declining rays of whose patriotism still shed lustre
and blessings on Lis country, was 1ts chosen instrument. A
Bepnington a patr iotic band of eight hundred undisciplined mi-
litia, without bayonets and .without artiliery, & attacked and van-
quished a large detachment of the regular troops of Great Bri-
tain, advantageously posted behmd m*renchments.h And, com-
bining the firmness and perse\ erance of veteran soldicrsy with.
the cnthusmstlc valor of freemen, on the same day and on the
same spot, partially assisted by a regiment of continentals, en-
countered another division of thc enemy; and did not .leave the
field till they were crowned with a second victory and had taken
scven hundred prisoners. This cvent again raised the sinking

h0pcs of the states, checked thc ﬁm‘ht of thelr armics and ani-
mated
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matcd them toresistancé. But -the great and provldentm result
of this advantuge was the deprivation of thc main army under
Burgoyne of supplies.—From this cause its opcrations were re-
strained until the Awmerican forces were concentrated, and Mun-
der the cheermg influence of this partial success, increased to
an equality with the foe. Victory at Saratoga declared in our
favor, and the army, which a few weeks before calculated on the
conquest of the whole ¢ountry, 4s a certain and mevuable event,
became prisoners of war to a portion of our forces. ~

30, had ' not - Providence thrown the ‘wealt;h, which had be"qi
accumnulated at St.'Eustatia, before the commander of the Bri-
tish fleet, like the apples of Atalanta, to tempt his cupidity, the
surrender of York-Town would not have completed the triumph
of our arms and sealed, as it did, the’ declara,tlon of mdepen-
dence. Rodney would not have been obliged, for the security
of his plunder, to divide his force—De Grasse would not have
gained a naval superiority in the Chesapeake—Lord Cornwallis
would have been reinforced and instead of surrendering his
whole army to the allied forces of France and Amecrica, would
probably havé driven them from his lines and signalized his
arms by their defeat or flight, Thus miraculously was the por-
tcntous power of the enemy dissipated, and his great and ve-
teran armies, assisted by an immense maritime force, beaten and
led captive! Is it possible, in this review,.not to perceive the
Almighty accomplishing, by an immediate Prov1dence, ‘his great
and eternal ends in the happy triumph of America !

But while we ascribe so much to a particular jinterposition of
the power and goodness of God, there is abundant cause for the
claims of human merit and ample foundation on which to esta-
blish the glory of our country and the impergshable fame of her
hernes. As much valor, scientific design, happy execution,
heroic enterprize, patient suffering, and. perfect discipline
characterized the American armies, as the history of military
operations, in any age or country hath displayed ; and these
were crowned, under the blessing of Heaven, with more - come-
plete success.

Such was the happy progress and such the fortunate issue of
-our military exertions. But for' these we were no less indebt-
ed to the wisdomn and firmness of our councils than to the skill
of our Gsrerals and the valor of our troops. Rhe antinental |

* -~Congress .
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Caongress was composed of men of the greatest minds and 'the
wost exalted sentiment, warmed, apimasted and excited by the
most glowing patmot.hsm—-(n) no sycceas elevated them to un-
manly pride or enflamed them to teipperate raphnest. No re.
vorse of fortune confounded .them with fcar or sank them into
despondency. After the declaruiqn of independence, in ne in
stance, und.er no c1rcumstances, howevcr trying, severe .or em-
barrassing, though they combined force, distress, fraud, arti.
fice and-persuasion, was Congress induced to entertain the mont

distant idea of purchasing peace by returning to the condition of
British subjects. T'rusting the event o Pravidence, their own

wise councils and the hergic exertians of their armics, they
- stood like Mount Atlas ;

® When. storms and tém pests-thunder on luﬂ braw,
“ And Oceans break t.helr billows at his feet.”

The happy- result ‘of the united exertions of such councils and
such arms, confirmed to us the mdependence which we boldly
declared on this auspicious day, and entwmed the olive of peace
with - the laurel of victory. J

Yet, let us not ungratefully forget the patriotic Fair of ous

country, who equally participated ih the glorious struggle.-—
Yielding even love to patriotism, they would hase corrected the

Imagination of the poet znd taught him to sing in more exalted
strains :

Omnia vincit amer patrie. o
Cloathed in all the sofiness and amiable delicacy of the sex, they

bore with more than manly firmness every privation, msul‘

and injury which a dominant and unprincipled soldiery could
inflict. During a long and calamitous contest, the naturally

gloomy shades of which were darkened by the deeper tints of
civil war, they cheered, animated and supported the suffering
sons of liberty with the kind influence of their approving smiles,
and crowned their toils and dangers with the great reward of
thelr constancy and love.
To those venerable: matrons who still hnger In the t\nhght of
ife

(33) They are thus characterised by the great Chatham, who, in. one
of his healing and warning speechesd, said, “ I must declare and avow,
that in all my reading and observation, and these have been my favorite
stydies ; T have read'l‘huczdydes and have studicd and admired the master
states of the world, that for sol: dity of reasomng force of sagacity and
wisdom of conglusion, in such a complication of difficult circumstances,

no nation or body “of men can stand in preference to the General Congresa
at Philadelphia.” |
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life, on the confines of thess mortal shores, reluctant, eﬁ fol¥
higher joys, to quit the bliss their virtues so much assisted to win?

to her who was deprived of a beloved brother, from whom was
torn a tepder and affectionste husbund, or who was bereaved of

a darling son ; to that lone mother who in the morning of this
dire cenflict.saw her daughters go forth, blooming and beautiful
ss the flowers of Eden—love and pleasure beaming in their
eyes : But anon sees them fly for shelter from the gathering.
storm, to the venerated shade which was wont toshield them even .
from the too refulgent beam of day, and there beholds the light-
ving of the wrathful war descend the parent stalk (which not
averts but conducts the fatal fluid) and blast at its foot these
young and beautiful scyons, involving all in one ruthless ruin:
To her who thus widowed and bereaved, yet njoiced in her coun-

and lovely daughters, I would in vain attempt to pour out the
copicus libation of your country’s gratitude—receive xt, then
from the overflowing fountains of their hearts? |

The United States now crpwned, through these great, happy
sd concurring causes, with peace, liberty and independence,
vere left to the undisturbed enjoyment of their inestimable
fruits, in which they were more blest than in all the other con-
squences of the revolution. These are summed up in the full
tcnjoyment of the unspcakable advantages of a free government.
Every right and every benefit that Heaven hath put within the '
siblunary reach of man, are secured and improved——the poorest
nhabitant of the country is alike protected and can obtain as am-
ple and as speedy justicc as the richest and most distingilishcd
ditizen. All that magna charta granted—nay, all that nature
gave is confirmed by our free and happy public institutions, with
ho other abridgments than those which are established by the
eternal and immautable principles of orality and’ religion.—
They combine all- the freedom' of a state of nature with all the
protcction and strength of civil government. Such is the charm
of ourfrec political institutions and so much do thcy transcend
"lb establishments of arbitrary powcr, in their energy as well as
i theiy cquity, that the straw Luilt shed (af such an one this heppy
‘uuntry did exhibit) which shieids its inhabitants from no single

tlement of Heaven, thmusz;h which the winds pierce, the floods

pour, the storms howl ‘.uzd the forked Lehtniag specds its evan-

O'bCIE'ﬂt
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) “q:lu'cpm s¢, untamed by reustance, would be held as “Clﬂl'
as the temple or t the palace. - o
But it is a ﬁtoud, legal and conmtutioml cquah:y, Wlll(:hsmbat'
dlaungulsﬁes and most enhahcha the value of these nstitutions.
Let no reviler of political liberty charge me with espousing or
recommending that levelling spirit, that. would beat -down the
mounds of the social compact, which it is ‘the interest of the
free citizen, above all others, to cternize and render imperisha:
ble. I speak net of that demoralizing and licentious equality
which woujd deny to property security, to industry its advant
s and to merit and virtue their rewards; which would be no
#{css than fraud, and robbery, and vidlence. I mean that legal)
conputut.lonal, wholcseme political equality which denies the un-
just protentions of accident and fortune, of privileged orders, of
~ lirth or posscssions, which founds distinction on merit and li-
mits its duration to good behaviour ; which while it is impartial-
ly just to the rich and great, will take the poorest citizen by the
hand, and, if he deserve them, lead him up to her seats of honor
and crown him with her civic rewards. On earth there is nota
country—there never was a government but your own, in which
this cheering and ennobling principle hath blessed the citizen
The almost universal right of public suJrage, the almost wni-
versal eligibility to public office, the universal abolition of the
barbarous and unnatural claims of primogeniture and the conse-
quent equalization of the rights of inheritance, the operation of
which casts the citizen in the happy medium between the spirit-
less acquiescence of submissive poverty and the bloated drro-

gance of pampercd wealth; (§§) at once constitute and sccure
this great blessing.

Suchis a picture, not too highly coloured, of the political
liberty enjoyed by every state in this glorious confcderation.—
'Then over all, the sacred spirit of national union, like old crea:
tion, spreads her broodinag wings, attracts, concentrates all~dif-
fuses vital warmth and vigor through the general mass, and
“ downward purges the black tartareous dregs, adverse to life,”
while the great federal fabric, springing from the purified ele-
ments, like this fair globe from the Almighty hand,

“ Self balanc’d on its centre hangs.”

These are the fruits of our political iidé¢pendence—this is free-
dom—this is republicanism ! How,

() Curran.
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ot Ifl-wn’, fellqw-citizens, shall 1 now describe, In Janguage st¥ong
enoygh, .in colquys sufficiently. vivid our, grcatly happy lot lee
Phiced in e, lend flowing, like the land of promise, with milk and
fhoncyéwwhers genius wants po other patron than indystrys—where
she :labors of | vigorous manhood provide abundantly - for ‘the in,
firmities of declihing years, and children need no inheritance but
health to. build up their own fortunes. Sce, too, before you,
yonder boundless forests, . -
., Where the rude ax with heaved stroke | )
‘« Was never heard” -

{vhiqh'.wm ﬁrdir’idé fot your descendants to the thousandth genéra:
tion. Look at the vast navigable rivers; which fertilize yoar soil
and ;:qrryon their bosoms its prodfice to distant and profitable
markets—at your cultivated fields, the rich’ luxuriance of theit
vegetation and the golden ear—at your abundant gt‘anariesi'—!-nt
your ﬁ}ljmeréils fiocks and herds and at the many"oth‘cr good gifts
of Heavenly beneficence, which are scattered in rich - profusion
céqgr };bilr happy land, and adore and ‘thank the divine giver '—
Yet, with all these, thou twert not blest tvithout thy political liber-
(.. « Disguise thyself as thou wilt; still, slavery, thoi art a
bitter draft, and though thousands in all ages have drunk of thee,
thou art no l€ss bitter on that dccount. *Tis thou thrice gracious
Goddess, Liberty, whom ‘all in public and :n private worship ;
whose faste is ¢iateful and ever will be so “till nature herself
shall change—xio tint of ords can gpot 'thy snowy mantle or
éhcr@c power turn thy $ceptre into iron.™ - j -
Itisindeed true, (as it hath become too fashiohable déspond-
ingly to sgyj that liberty, faif, beautiful and blessed 4s shé is, hath
yet her blemishes. That the rights of tlie citizens may be abus-

ed? That the licentiousness of the peoplé may shake the stability

of the government—that popular delusion may sieze the pillars
of the statc and pull dowh the magnificent” edifice of our ffee,

dom. But whither do these doubts tend? 1 fnuch saspect he
does ljot love who despairs of the republ_ii;f.‘ Shall yoi‘i renounce
the invaluable gift of political liberty or cease fo prize it beyond
all other earthly blessings, because it may be lost or abused 7--
Would you therefore despoil yourselves of the crect and noble
character of free citizens, which this day makes you a spectacle
which God and man must delight to bchcld and-become a natiow
of crouching slaves ! For my part, o

¢« 1 had as lief not be, aslive to be
o In awe of suchathing as I myself®

Away,
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Away, then, with sych ignoble and unpatriotic doubts. Belicve
this teuth. It is shed upon you in the light of pll bistory, and is
_ confirmed by your reason, by your joys and by your fears. Lis
berty is happiness ! Itis a jewel which,-like the diumond; wily

| ppnrkle in the darkest hour. Greece' and Romc, it hlth been*
sald, were happy in the midst of civil wars. In these ancient
states, under the influence of this animating principley the ener-.
gics of the human nynd were cdrmed tobounds whick have nog
been reached by t.he happiest labors of modern times. Thongh
they were almost mccssant.ly engaged in wars, they furnished
those exq\;mte models in qratory, poctry. and the ﬁne arts, (the
highest results of peace and security) which genius now viewing
with wonder and admiration, but despairing to cqpal, sickens t9’
hebold. Yet, the hmqmes of these great’ and fortunate nanonq.‘
are held up as the prompters of our insidious fears, when they
should only sérve to establish our confidence in that govemment.
which hath beep Jusﬂy and e‘l&quently called «this world’s best
hope ”—~They know nqgt hqw to yajue or enjoy a popular govs
¢rnment, ‘ang I will censent to’ “call ng other a free governments
who are dejected or disgusted by the occasional effervesence of
its prmclples Laberty, the last and best gift of God to his crea-
"tures, must be taken just 4s she is; you may pare her down into
hashful regulanty and shape her into a perfect model of theoret-
" ical sbbri lety, but she will be liberty no longer, and you must be
content to suffer and die under the lash of a capnclous, irrasci-
ble and cruel tvranny, which you will haye exchanged for the

banner of freedom () That banper is the glorious emblem of
the day we celebrate—will you sacrifice it to 1gnoble and un-
founded fears ? No, you veply. No, will be the chorus of the

whole United Stdtes—the grand sy mphony of the universe. Do
you, then, fellow=citizens, do the, duty of the’ present genera-
tion--transmit it ummpmretf to your sons, and e’er some of the

youth' who now hear me shall go dewn to the grave, it will wave
over an hindred millions of° people, who will exclaim, with one

enthusiastic burst of joy and thankfulne ss, in the “spirit of their

fathers, may it néver be exchanged by folly ot forfeited by vice,
put flourishing and triumphing under it, may the hbe rtlcs of this

gratcful and happy people be 1mmorta1 '

\l

(1) Erskine.



