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THE Sfollowing Oration is, I am conwinced,
replete with imperfections.—~My friends well
know, 1hat it was prepared on the spur of 1be
occasion, under the pressure of many other engage~
ments. In the course af a few hours, I began
and put the finishing band to it.—1I bave not
since aitered the complexion of a single expres=
sion or sentiment. I hope these circumstances,
will bave tbeir due wweight, in the scale of criti-
cism—The defects, bowsver, which this Ora-
tion may involve, an the scores of style, method,
or logical precision, communicale no uncasiness --.
if it involves principles synmomimous to the prin-
ciples and sentiments of those, to whom it was
addressed, I bave no further anxiety,

THOMAS U. P, CHARLTON.
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Repul)licans !

YOU are now conveied, to commen-
orate an event, which gave to thele United States,
a {cperate and cqual flation, among the powers of
the Earth,

Is it neceffary, Republicans, to recapitulate
the events, which preceded this memorable day ?—
I hope it 13 not neceflary.—-1 hope, they exiit in
the recolledlion of every one prefent.—1 hope they
are deepiy engraven on the hearts of all.

It may 1utmthhandm«r be expected, that I
would advert to the mofl prominent features of
the political condition of thele States, antecedent
to that epoch, which declared them free and 1n-
dependent.

In pcrfmmmg this part of my duty, 1 fhall
neceflariiy experience all thofe emotions, which
naturally arife in the breaft of a freeman, when
recounting the mad freakes of defpotifm, and the
truggles of a people for an emancipation from
them.

Before then, Amcrica was declared Indepen-
dent, thefe United States, in the relations of Colo-
nies and Provinces, were cruelly fcourged by every
act, which a jealous, aind an ambitious tyrant could
invent.

Thefe as, weie for a fcalon patiently borne
by our LOUXltl)l‘ﬂCll-—-( though determined to refiit
if encroachments on their bnthuuhts were perfil-
ted mn)—they fupplicated, they pcmno""d. And
for what did they fupplicate,—for what did they
retition 2—Why, fimply for a reflioration of thofe
’lghtb, which had beenillesally wrelled frony thiom,

thud
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thofe rights, which Nature and Nature’s God, had
eftablifhed, as inalienably & imprefcriptably theirs.

They defired only thofe priviledges, which
were inherent in the characters of Britons.

When charged with Sedition, what was their
anfwer ? It was this: “ If Sedition confifts, in a
refufal to fubmit to unwarrantable a.ts ofanuﬁlce
and cruelty, we arc indeed, in that acceptation of
the term Sedition—a Scditious People.

When accufed of aiming gt Independence,
what was their anfwer,—1t was this : “ If the ac-
cufation is exclufively fupported by the allegations
of minifters, we are indeed aiming at Indepen-
dence ;—if by our actions,—we arc ftill a compo-
nent part of the monarchy ‘of Britain.
~Such was the conciliatory language ; fuch the
endeavors of our countrymen, in the year *75, to
ftop the effufion of blood between them and Bri-
tain.

" How was this language, how were thefe en- |
deavours treated >—The Congrefs of 7 5, have !
told you how they were treated ; ¢ that they were
treated with indignity, that they were rcpcllcd
with infults,*?

At length, fired with mdugnanon at the igno=
minies, hourly accumulating on them, by a fervite
- and dcpendent connection with the Britifh throne,
—our Countrymen no longer endeavoured to footh
by conceflion,—or to court further cppreffions,
by a criminal inactivity. They rofe in their
firength, befought Almighty God to profper their
efforts ; “ and exhibited the curious fpectacie, of 3
people attacked by unprovoked enemies, without
lmputation, or even fufpicion ot oftence—of ene~
mies who boafted of their priviledges and civiliza-
tion, and yet prottered no milder conditions, than
SLRVITUDL OR DEATH.”

‘This moment of national encrgy, Repubilia

cais,
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rans; gave birth to the cvent, which we have ron-
vened this day to celebrate.

As the exertions of cur countrymcn, had hith.
erto been directad by the hand of wifdom, thev
did not at this moment, Jdoipife the admonitions of
theuwr AL 1de,

L'Cy thOUPHt it a duty they owed themfelves,
and a rc{m& ocher nations were entitled to, to
ftate vuth the candour and boldnefs of hcumm‘
the reafons which induced them toa ﬁmx;u on
from the Britifh kiag.

Theie reafons are enumerated in the inftru-
ment denominated the Declaration of AMERI-
CAN INDEPUENDLENCE, dated the 4th of
July, 1776.—The reafons inumerarcd 1n that in.-
ftrument, are certainly juflificazions of thr Amer-
ican {eparation: if rcafons {upported by wifdom,
juftice; and truth, will be admicted as a juftifica-
tion. |
- With refources, drawn almoft from fhad-
ows ;—with a perfeverance and valour, unparallcl-
ed in the revolutions of any people, our Country-
men at length triumphed :—they laughed their
enemics to {corn :~——and they planted the standard
of liberty, on the shattered ramparts of wonarchy.

The next ftep, was to legitiate for themiclves.
—They accordingly formed 2 compact, -—hxpc..
rience, evinced the imperfections of this compact.
—It was not adapted to the genius, or the relaa
tions of the American pcople.

They made, and adopted another compadt,—
tie prefcnt Federal Conftitution, a Conftitution
bottomed on the moft beneficent principles; ftor,
while it guarantees to the people of thefe Uni ol
States, the beft of all political fyftems,~I mean

the democratic republican fyflen.,—it fecures, s
far as human wif o can fecure, the great cads for
which Governments were puman]y eliablhithed ;

(o
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to wit, national happinefs, profperity, and c,o!y

Ir is furely unnecellary for me, to go into &
detailed eulogy of this glorious compact I—In do-
in {0, I thould mercly fangﬂm vou mth arguments,
which have iflued from the mouths of a thoufand
crators—and which a thoufand pens, have labour-
cd to comrnunicate toyou.

Let it futhce to fay, that the beft argument,
that can be urged in favour of any govcmmcntai
fyftem, is to be deduced from its elfe&s on Soci-
ctv. LEvery blefling which a people could be in-
dulged with, have lavithingly emanated from the
Conftitutional Code of Amcfica.—And it seems to
beacknowledged by a/l,—hy every sect and porty,
that in the degree, that we deviate from or adherc
to the prmr‘lplcs of this Compact, in that propor-
tion, wearc {laves, or we are freemen.

Who could have fuppofed Citizens, thatan
inititution 1nvolving all thefe ddvantagcs —hav-
ing public felicity as its principal end—acknowl-
t(‘gmg YOU the PEOPLE, as the fountain of
power :—An inftitution, concentrating the beft
pimuples of the multi-form governments of the

Rarth, and rejecting their vices;—who could ever
have fuppofed, thatan infliturion thus defignated,
ihould have been attacked by the rude hand of thorr
delerated power,—fhould have been attacked by
thofe, who were inftrumental in giving 1t fhape,
form and beauty !

The paradox does not remain to be proven.

LOOK tothe measures of the late federal ad-
miniftration, as it has been denominated-—LOOK
to the mecasures of the fetaries of that adminiftra..
tion. Can you perceive in them aught, bur de-
ftruction to the principles of the federal compadt ?
Can you perccive in them aught, but an hethtility
the moﬁ inveterare, to the foverewntv of the peo-
ple 2 Can vou perceive in them aught, but an

¢ appetue
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¢ appetitc keen as death,’” for powers and privi-
Jedges, incompatible with your frcedom ? Did
not the meafures of that adminiftration, tend to
the introdu&ion of an Order of things, which hbad
#9 other end than the perfonal aggrandizement of
its fupporters.

BUT,thepedple ofthefe UNITED STATES,
werc do deeply “imprefled with the holy benefits
their republican {yftem guaranteed to them, to re-
main long indifferent to thefe meafures. They
faw, that their Country was retrogading to defpo-
ti{fm :—they began once more to feel the tram-
mels of monarchy, and they faid ¢ LET THE
TRUE PRINCIPLES OF THE GOVERN-
MENT BE RENOVATLD.—Theit omnipo-
tent voice was obeyed.—THE TRUE PRIN-
CIPLES OF THE GOVERNMENT WLRE
RENOVATED.

In other Countries, this would have been the
fignal for civil diffenfions, the {ocial fyftem would
have been fhaken to its centre ; or in other words,
government would have been diflolved.

Herein, then appears, the fuperior energy of
the democratic infticution, which f{ubftitutes the
mild, but efficient principles of representation, to
that wild theory, which recognizes, a diffolution of
covernment, and a devolution of perfonal refif-
tance on the people, for every ufurpation of rulers.

‘Tothisfyftem of federal terrorifm, republican
virtue hath fucceeded; and the friends of liberty
and equal rights, have re-affumed their predomi-
nant ftation.—In ¢hesr hands the Counftitution is
{afe,—they will deliver it down to pofterity, < if
not improved, at leaft without derogation.”’—But

Republicans ! |
Beware of that charybdis-——~COALITION—
The propofition that we are «“ ALL* REPUB-
LICANS,

“ Ses Prefidert Jefieron’s inavgural fpeech.
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LICANS, ALL, FEDERALISTS,” if accrés
dited by you, will lead to ruin, o

It is a propofition, which may found well, as
the meek and conciliatory language of a great and
benevolent Statefman; but it is a propofition,
which YOUR feelings muft renounce :—it is a
propofition renounced by your opponents.t

So long, my Countrymen, as truth, and error,
maintain their diftinétions; fo long will republi-
canifm, and federalifm affert their diftinét, an
{eparatc operations. '

The doétrines of the one, are in direct con-
trariety with the other.—The one, has no other
end, no other object, than the beft means of pro-
moting the great intereft of the public : the ob-
ject, and the ends of the otber, are, the intereft of
the few, the degradation of the many,

I would afk, whether the fame bigotry,—the
{fame pretenfion to exclufive perfection, is not
difcoverable in as eminent a degree among politi-
tical, as religious fe¢ts 2—THhe hiftoty of mankind,
evinces that they do.

- Would it be a tafk eafy in its execution, to
imprefs on the mind of thebigoted muflulman, the
philanthropy, the univerfal bene¢volence of the

~divine

+ It has been faid, that reconciliatory language was the lan-
guage now to be ufed : that little attention fhould be paid to glow-
ing Orators on either fide : and whatever might be faid to the con-
trary, we were notwithftanding ¢¢ all republicins, all fuderalifts”—=
a man who advances fuch doétrine as this, is ignorant of the fprings
of the human heart, he is certainly unacquainted with the acrimony
which exifts among the political {e&s of our Country. '

Put this fimple queftion to the republican—Will you diveft
yourfelf of your zealous attachment to your interzft, and unite with
Federalifts {—~He would tell you, that fuch conduét would favour
of the moft defpicable apoftacy.

Put a ftmilar queftion to the federalift, atk him, if his difpofi-
tion inclines to caalition 7—Hec wouid fmile at the impertinence of
your inquiry, and would anfwer you haughtily, that he bad no dis-
pouition, 10 cualelce with demgerats, Jacybins and anarchiftc,
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divine Jefus? It would not.—The mahometan de-
votee, would laugh at you, call you dog, and tcl}
you, that his fcymeter would afford the beft tefli-
mony of his belief in your tencts. -

Has Reafon yet been able, or will it, fo Jong
as the human mind retains its prejudices, to recon-
cile réligious fcltaries, agreeing in the fundamen-
tal doctrines of the Chriftian faith, but dividing on
metaphyfical and immaterial differences,—~Such as
the form of a robe, or theattitude in prayer ?—
Will the papitt even in thefe cnlightened days,
- give future blifs to the herectical proteftant ?

Has there cver been yet, a cordial reconcilia-
tion, been the Jacobites and whigs of England—
the Jacobins and Ariftocrats of France,—the
Orange and the popular party of Holland,—the
whigs and tories of America ?—I anfwer, NO—
They ftill hold each other in deteftation. And
muft we attribute a greater fhare ot charity and
moderation, to Republicans and Federalifts, than
what is found to characterife other political feéts,
under other appellations ! Believe me, my Coun.
trymen, human nature is the fame every where.—
We have not arrived at that happy epoch, where
the various fhades of opinioa, are refolvable into
one uniform coloyr.—Pallions, prejudices, and
felfith calculations, ftill keep pofieflion of the heart
of man : and not until that epocha arrives, can we
hope for that cquable and righteous temper, which
will give the death-wound to political and reli-
gious convulfions,—which lcaving no motive for
refentment, will connect the great family of man-
kind, by the indiffoluble ties of PEACE and
LIDERTY. |

If this reafoning is convincing, why then
adopt the idle,—the falla~tous idea—Coalition—Tr
is as cvancfcent, Republicans, as  the trace left
by the fea loul, on the befom of the oceun.”’

Republicanifing,
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Republicani{m, wants not adventitious affif~
tance,-—it has nothing to apprchend from the open
or fecret attacks of federalifm.

Forming a component link, in the great chain
of eternal arrangements, its own energies are fuffi-
cient to fupport it.—Befides, it has the lives and
properties of you Repablicans, to fupport it,

Let us then given up the idea Coalition.

Let Democratic-Republicanifm, reft upon
its own and appropriate bafis :—it has ftrength, and
numbers, to maintain its predominacy forever, -

Revolutionary Soldiers! |

.~ If any of you are now prefent, this
occaflon muft excite in you emotions, which
thofe who did not participate in your toils, cannot
experience—It is to yox, that the tribute of a free
people’s applaufe is due. |

Can the annals of any country, thew the like
patriotifm, the like hetoifm, which diftinguifhed
you, during our glorious revolutionary ftruggle ?

Roman and CGrecian magnanimity and valour,
lofc their luftre, when compared with yoxr mag-
nanimity, your valour.

What was not within the compalfs of your pow~
er, if ambition, or difcontent, had aétuated you at
one period of rhe revolutionary conteft.

Every motive combined to difguft you : yet
ever faithful to the caufe, which called you to
arms, you remained at your pofts, nor could all the
horrors attached to your fituation, induce you to
defert the caufe you were fighting for,—the caufe
of your God, your Country,—and pofterity.

You gave, Soldiers, an inftructive leffon to
tyrants.—You taught them this eternal truth;
“ That REBELLION againftthem, was the law
of God.”

,The leffon has taken deep root on the conti-
nent of Eumpe: it has laid in ruins a nwfi;:!{ht;y
' abric
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fabric of oppreflion there, and may in time pervade
every nation, where tyranny now dwells.

Your Pofterity Soldiers, may be witnefles of the
beneficent effects of your hardy and enlightened
heroifm, on the myriads of the old world,—when
thofe myrids {hakmc off their oppreffions, will hail
you as thc remote caufe of their emancipation, and
will teach their children, to bow with {ubmiflion,
‘atthe name and exploits, of the AMERICAN
REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIER.—-To you,
who cherifh the principles of *76—honor,—ref~
pect,—gratitude are due.

Let us bury in oblivion, the merits of the
apoftate Soldier.

\

Republicans !

Permit me to detain you a few minutes
longer, and to claim your indulgence, whilft I
conclude my duty on this occafion, with the lan-
guage of a foreign patriot, whofe attachment to
your coamry, and 1ts civil hbcrty, was perhaps
cqua!l to your own,

It is an animated, and corre&t dcfcnptlon of
the many political blcfﬁngs we enjoy.

In America, fays he,] that country, which
God and man, have concurred to render the blifs<
ful habitations of peace, and abundance, the poor
are not broken down by taxes, to fupport the ex-
penfive trappings of royalty, or to pamrner the
luxury of an infolent nobility, no lordly peer tram-
ples down the corn of the Hufbandman, ne proud
g_elatc wrings from him the tythe of his induftry.

hey have ncither chicanery in ermine, nor hy-
pocrify in law, The community 1s not there di-
vided into an opprefled peafantry, and an over-
grown

T Gerrald’s Buitifh Conventicn,
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grown ariftocrary ; the onc of whom lives by the
{),hmder ofthe ftate, while others are compelled to
ve objects of it.—Plenty is the lot ofall, fuper-
fluity of none.—~An equal and undiftinguifhing
law, isthe only fovereign acknowledged by a free,
and an united people, which as all contribute to
make; fo all are inclined to fupport.

The word subordination, a term unknown in
‘the vocabulaly of freemen, and which means only
a reciprocation of f{lavery and freedom, never
‘wounds the ear, of the high minded republican.—
The peace of millions cannot there be difturbed,
‘by the bloady difpofition of oize man.

The maxims of the Prince of Peace, are not
only preached but praftifed. The trumpet of war,
is never founded by the Heralds cf def{potifm, ta
enkindle a fpirit of murder and rapine. |

Dungecons, chains, whips, racks and gibbets,
are not there reforted 1o, as leflons of morality, or
Inftruments of conviction. They have no wants,
but fuch as nature gives, and which may be eafily
fupplied by a moderate degree of labour. Life is
fimple, and therefore it is happy.

Almighty God, grant my countrymen, that we
may always deferve this panegyric —May it be
cnregiftered in the book of eternity.

Six and twenty years ago, ou the {pot on which
this building is ereéted, you aflembled, to com-
memorate the declaration of American Indepen-
dence.—May I indulge myfelf with an expecta-
tion, that fix and twenty years hence, aremem-
brance will not be loft, of the fentiments I have
delived to you this day ?

They are the {entiments of one, whofe happi-
nefs is perfectly identified with your own :—of one,
who if he knows his own heart, recognizes no other
intereft, than that which is predicated on the broad
bafe, of the public good,

o Should
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- Should thofe fentiments meet your approba-
tion, Republicans, I am content.—Should they
be reprobated by your enemies, it will be nothing
more than I fhall expect. *

~ * It has been very juftly faid, that there never was yetany
truth, or any principle {o isrefiftably obvious, thatall men believed
it at once. Time, and reafon, muft operate with each other, to
the final eftablifhment of principles, and therefore, thofc who may
happen to be firft convinced, have ao right to perfecutc others, on
whom conviction operates more flowly.—The moral principles of
revolutions is to inftruét ; not todeftroy.

My vanity induces me to think, that I am an exception to thefe
general propofitions.—As foon as I could form an opinion, on go-
vernmental matters, that opinion was, that politics involved the firft
principles of ethics,~~and that the democratic reprefentative fyftem,
exified in the nature and fitnefs of things,—and was the only
political {fyftem, that was calculated, to promote the comfort, and
happinefs of man.—Therefore conviction has not operated on me
flowly —God forbid, that I fhould wifh a perfecution to be com-
menced againft thofe whofe reafon inclines them to a different
opinion.—If they are honeft, they have a right to think and aét as
they pleafe.~But I will unfold their errors, and as far as I have
the ability to do fo, I will inftrut my countryinen in the beft
means to obviate the cffecls of thofe crrors,




