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YOTE OF THE TOWN.

AT a meeting of the freeholders and other inhabitante of the town of
Boston, assembled at Fanueil Hall, on Friday, the 4th day of July, A. D.
1817, 9 o’clock, A. M. urd then adjourned ¢o the Old South Church,

VotED, That the Seiectmen be, and hereby are, appointed 2 commt-
tee, to wait on BEBpwarp T. CzaxxIXG, Esq. in the name of the town,
and thank him for the elegant and spirited Oration, th's day delivered by
Lim at the request of the town, upon the Anniverszry of American Inde-
pendence, in which were considerea the feelings, manners, and principles,
whicl: produced the great national event, ang the important and happy ef-
fects, general and domestic, which har: already, or will forever, fow from
that auspicious epoch; and io request of nim a copy for the press.

Attest, TROMAS CLARK, Town Clerk




ORATION.

THE stillness of the world, and the spirif of con-
ciliation that prevails throughout our own country,
have taken from the orators of this day the usua!
topics of excitement and declamation. And, in-
stead of lamenting that we are no longer engrossed
witk broils at home or desolations abread, we should
rejoice, that we have leisure once more, after the
heat ard blood of so many years, to visit the graves
of our fathers, and reiresh ourselves in the cool of
their virtues. We have had novelties upon novel-
ties long enough, and are willing now {orenew our
intimacy with eur early bistory ; to examine, for 1
moment, the peculiar growth of our nation and ifs
character, the peculiar spirit of our revolution and
our liberty. Especially, as it appears more import-
ant on this occasion to point out the safeguards than
the blessings of freedom, it may be well to recol-
lect the founders of our naticn. If the liberty they
have left us be indecd costly and worth saving,
their spirit and example may hest tell us how to
protect it.
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In turning back to the origin of our unaticz, we
see at once thai there 1s nothinzg old here. but crea-
tion, and the character which our ancestors brought
with them. 1t was not our fortune to go through a
political nfancy, share the wildness of the soiitude
around us, and see the landscape soften with the
subduing of our own natures. Qur characters are
not naiives here. We cannot point to monuments
of an early age : to ruins, that have been darkening
and crumbling for centuries, which might connect
chilaren with their forefathers, and make the pres-
ent race mingle itself proudly with all the genera-
tions that are buried. Every thing seems new and
fresh, as if we had made 1i ourselves; the heart
ard imagination find no home in our antiquities.
We did not rise up slowly, in a land of our own,
to oreatness and refinement, purified by coxfliet,
and retaining, in our milder and finished character,
the grandeur and originality of a vigorous barbar-
ism.

Our couniry exhibits a new order of things,
a new growth of society. A race of Intrepid ad-
veniurers, of persecuted puritans, had come for shel-
ter, from the storms of liberty and religion in Eng-
land, to this wilderness beyond the waters. They
had been used to the arts and laws and refinements
of Europe, and here you might see them mingling
the improvements and pursuits of civilization, with
the customs and expedients of a rude life. 'Fhe
same men were hunters and warriors, theologians
and statesmen.  Their habits, and the wild solitude
around them. tended constantly to keep their orig-
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inal character in full vigour, fo swell their love of
freedom, and make the religious feelinz more decp
and powerful. They were sustained by inward
streng*h, and a spirit that was sure to be happy, so
long as it was left free ; without caring that they
were beyond the world’s uotice. cr wishinz that
what passed for glory in luxurious wations. should
take the place here of subsiantial comfort and 1nde-
pendence of mind. They must indeed have feii
that they had taken the start of every thing about
them, but they were wise and practical enougl to
make the mosi of iheir condition : and without
thinking 1t worth their while to tarn barbarians. for
the sake of growinz up a new and distiznet race,
they went on gloriously with their old feelings and
character.

This is the old American character, of foreizn
growth indeed, and a strong vne. But I irust that
no man will think we offer a dangerous Lomage fo
England, when we Ionz to see this characier reiain-
¢d by us in full life, and spread over the whole
land, at least till we are able to put it aside for a
hetier. We necd not speak of our ancestors as
Englishmen, if we are not yet old enough in our
sovereignty, to talk safely aud proudly of English
freedom and virtue : only let us feel the early char-
acter of our own countrymen. Though our nation
be young, and its establishments recent, though it be
unfurnished with the decayed grandeur or lumber
of antiquity—we have still an old and honoured
character to study and be prond of : we are con-
necied with the oldest sapporters of enlighiened
freedom in Kurene, and are accompliching here
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their geeat work of raising the uatuie and eoudition
of man. We have long and proud remembrances
to refresh and exalt us ; and the empires of a thou-
cand years have not older virtues and feelings to
siory 1n, than are recorded upon our brief annals.

We have every inducement, which can be found
ie national pride, or the securiiy of our institutions,
to cherish the remembrance of our fathelrs and study
their example. On this day, however, it concerns
us most, as guardians of our liberty, to mark the
fluence of t.hclr character and principles in the
establishment of our independence.

But, while we extol the spirit that prevailed here
during the revolution, we never mean to deny that
weakness, depravity, and even violence were min-
gied with the beiter feelings aund principles of our
nature. We set our own nation by the side of
others, that have been driven io resist oppression
and establish independence, and 1t 1s then ihat we
are proud of our country and of human nature.

The war of the revolution was pecul.ar In its
spirit. 1t began in no calculations of mere worldly
policy, of celiish revenge, or vulgar ambition. You
did not see about you a set of greedy adventurers,
who had nothing to lose by failure, and every thing
to win by success 5 nor of cold, long-sighted poli-
ticians, busy in their closets with the state of the
world, the chances of foreign aid, the weakness of
the enemy and our own sirength. T'he statesmen
of the revolution did not stop to determine the
weizht, so much as the injustice of their grievances,
the spirit of oppression which their rulers mant-
fesied, ana the power which oppression would slow-
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ly gain by gentle and unresisted encroachments.
They did not stop to reckon the amount »nf sacrifices
they were to make, for they felt that no sacrifices
could equal the privileges, wiich their rulers were
puiting in jeopardy. They were noi compelled to
vractise arts upon the mullitude, to kindle them
into rebellion ;5 for the case was a plain one, so that
every man in the country couid leok into it and
comprehend it ; and there appezred on every side
the spontaneous, untaught enthusiasm of a morai,
high minded and injured people.

Thelr voice was heard over the waters. Their
spirit found sympathy and favour with the purest
statesmen of Kngland, their own brethren. Good
men looked with grief upon their wrongs, and with
admiration upon the virtue and fearlessness of their
resistance ; for the hopes of enlightened, well-ad-
justed freedom, were resting mainly on the event of
the controversy. KEngland, which had struggled so
many centuries, to clear her old liberty of feudal
restraints, and of the encroachments of her own ar-
rogant sovereigns, and which had so recently secur-
ed her rights at home, by asserting the very princi-
ples, which brought our fathers to this wilderness—
England was now seen disputing with them, about
their title to the same privileges ; as if the ocean
had drowned their birth-right, or as if breathing
another air, or roaming a wilder region, had made
ihem less worthy of the rights, for which they were
content to die.

A war was approaching, for which the minds of
our countrymen were slowly but immoveably made

up. Let the blow he once struck, and there could
R
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be uo more talk cf conciliation, no hal_way compro-
mise. po peace, that should come short of their utter
soverei_nty or slavery. They were not a crowd of
hot-beau:d boys, wiio longed to turn their mastere
from sckaol, that they might sit for a day or two in
the places of power, laugh at subordination, grow
wild with sudden freedom till they were tired of it.
and return to their duty, aiter a little concession and
wheedling promise. They were men of greai cu-
berness and forecast, who felt the 2wful responsi-
bility of their condition, and approached it wiihout
fear, for they were 1o the straight road of duty and
honour. They brougiisirong and determined feel-
ing to the aid of high purposes and pure principle ;
and after all, there is no struggle so terrible and de-
cis've, as that of firm and upright men, who look
upon giving over the fight as a desertion of duty
and faith.—The freedom they so eagerly sought af-
ter was calm and reasonable, fitted to their coadi-
tion ; such as raised the nature of man, and enabled
kim to be more useful, while it made him wore hap-
py- It had neothing to do with the licentiousness,
which throws off all restraint from itself, but tram-
ples on the rights of others. It was a steady, gen-
erous, moral freedom, which, without repressing
enthuslasm and fervour, appealed more to men’s
sober convictions, and to their consciences : inspir-
ing the purest hopes, and ihe coelest heroism.
Perhaps no other nation on earth could have safe-
ly received independence, in the fulness and suad-
denness with which it broke upon us. Bnt we had
been breught up to freedom, and knew how to en-
joy 1t profitably. We were used to looking afte>
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eur own affairs, and providing in the wilderness for
our own safety. The govercment we acknowledg-
ed was so distait, that we could drop our allegiance
as easily as a burden ; and such were our habits,
that we should only work the beiter for being rid
of the incumbrance, instead of running into the mad-
ness of freedom, or wasting our vigour in neise and
cutrage. So that an example was here sei, of an
entire revolution brought aboat, without making a
ruii of the siate ; of the highest iniellectual cnergy
in sieady and cautious operation, altering and re-
pairing as it went along. We see statesmen and
warriors fitting themselves io their condition, bear-
1ng with the weakness and caprice of the different
sovereignties, info which the country was divided,
and mainfaining throughout a sound judgment and
profifable common sense. ip all the changes of af-
fairs, and amidst all the variety of feeiing and opin-
1ons of men about ihem.

A bhigh purpose was ever before them, and they
suffered neither joy nor despair to break their steady
eourse towards 1it. 'The time was too solemn for
exuliziion, and the canse too vast and sustaiaing io
lei ihe heart droop in disasier. Men, governed as
thcy were by principle, and fighting for principle,
struggling for anciher generation and even the whole
world, raiher than for themselves, must have been
iifted far absve the rashness or fears, which are the
lot of selfish ambition. In victory or defeat, they
<zemed to feel eqaally their own might, and an un-
Lroken assurance, that the result would one day turn
cut on the side of mankind and not of oppression.
They could lisien without despaiz to the testimony
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of ages, how republics, one after another, had been
swept off, amidst the shouts of strengthencd despo-
tism, and the groans of disheartened virtue ; as if
every aitempt to raise the character and 1mportance
of men, and give them room to glorify their whole
nature, must needs come to derision ; as if God bad
mdeed set kings over fallen man, tc grind him in
the dust till he was bright again. They looked far
onward, with joy and assurance, to a fairer trial of
freedom, in a new and magnificent region, by a
Young, vigorous and moral people, kindled with
high and just hopes, and brought np in good prin-
ciples, which had not yet lost their popularity.

I have spoken of the spirit of our revelution, and
of the singuiar union, which was then displayed, of
ardent love of freedom, with praciical good sense,
and a cool, sober estimate of the principles of hu-
man nature. The devotion of our fathers to liberty
was entire, but without fanaiicism or romance.
Happy would it have been for us, had the temper-
ate maxims, whieh they drew from wide experience
and profound observation, retained their ascen-
dancy.

But there were men bere, good men too, whe
fell into strange dreams, ahout the destinies and
influence of our country, instead of resting satisfied
with eur goedly land and large imimunities, and
Jeaving the nation to go along, its own way, to great-
ness and stability. A new system of liherty, faiver
than bhad yet been seen, was to be framed here, un-
dder the eye cf sound politicians and severe patriots;
and an example was to be set of a great people, af-
rer throwing off the restraints of an old government,
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deliberately imposing upon {:emselves a new o1,
which should embody all the wisdom of former
statesmen, and secure all the liberty. which men
couid safely epjoy in society. Now was the time
for the world to take note, and awake tn freedom.
'I'he dall forms of royally, its costly parade and
humbling courtesies, were to give place to the fru-
zal simplicity aud eheerful deference of a plain re-
publicanism. There was something thin and yet
zlorious in these visions. They were grateful and
exaliing, and marked a noble nature, though they
might not prove our knowledge of man, nor our care-
fulness of judgment. It seemed as if the warm,
disinterested spirif, that breathed through all our
land during the war, was now turned into a wide
philanthropy. The heart was refreshed, that the
tired despotisms of old were goinz off, with the rest
of ancient corruptions and incumbrances—that man
was now {o rise, as 1if from sleep, with the vigour
of youilifulness, and the wholesome remembrance
of long injuries and abuses. There was fo be no
more oppression or excess, no waste of inicliect in
ministering to the pageantry of kingdams, no chill-
ing of the heari, in abject obedience to sovereizns
by inheritance or divine right. Mar was now io
walk over the earth, as the garden that God had
planted and given him ; and his nature was to be-
sin a growthn, that should quicker and thrive even
to perfection.

Thank heaven, we had still left amongst us a
race of caim, practical thinkers, who had not caught
the infection of the times, nor lost th-t scber judg
ment and vigilanee, which alone can effeci reform:
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aud sccii freedom. They were not cold-hearted,
and iedifierent to the {rue digmity of their race.
They loved the glory of human pature, and held it
zs dear as any thunderer about the rights of man.
But they knew very well, that socicty, as well as
naicre, musi Have its growth : that viclent reform,
though ii begin in just resistance and the purest
feeiingzs. 1s too api to outrun calculation or control ;
that ihose, who are most prompt in overturning,
may be the very last {o build with strength and preo-
foriion, and that no nation but our own kad learnt
the last of all lessoens. how io be viriuous in revolu-
tfion. 'They kuew, that the mob mizht follow in the
irack of reform, and take ojon them to cleansc a
nation of corraption by washing it 1n bleod, and end
with leaving it fouler than ever. 'They might de-
molish the old walls of ornamenti or defence, hew
down the cool and sheitering forests, level every
zreeit mound, and fill up every fen and ditch—and
after all, they might only lay the land bare, to a
scorching sun, and the wasiting whirlwind.

Our old siatesmen had formed a calm esiimate of
ircedom, and of the dutics and employments of men,
tho had taken opon themselves the work of reform
and self-government. It made no part of the spirit,
in which our independence was brought about, that
ficedom released men from serious labour and delib-
eration, cr that we were fighting here 1a the expec-
tation that the whole order of society was to be
changed, and men hecome good and keep sc, as
matier of course. Our revolution had been nothing
more than the well-ordered, successful efforts of
honest men, to sceure rights which were as old as
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gociety itself, however they might have been abused
or persecuted. The nature of man was not thought
to have altered here—it probably would not essen-
tially alter. He would still retain his old passions,
and need restraints, quite as much, perhaps, as he
deserved liberty. He was indeed entitled to that
freedom, which opened a wider field of usefulness,
and gave him the assurance of his digpiiy and high
deslination. Aund this was already secured to him,
by the esiablishment of our Independence. e are
not surprised, therefore, that the sober statesmen of
our couniry were anxious to repress the visionary
enthusiasm of liberty, which spread so widely a-
mongst us svon after the peace, and especially upon
the breaking out of the revolution in France. They
felt, that 1t was best for us to stay at home, and re-
gard our independence 1n its domestic bearings, and
secure ail its blessings, instead of turning poliii-
cizns of the human race, and longing for the eman-
cipaticn of kingdoms, where submission had become
5o worn 1nto the very natures of men, that sudden
liberty might be death.

The French revolution itself, which was hailed
by thousands of honest freemen as another era of
liberty, went in full justification of all the alarms of
our old statesmen, and shewed that frecdom may
have its mischiefs ana illusions, and that none bat
a calm, moral and enlightened nation can bear to be
free. It broke outin an age of refinement, of polit-
ical wisdom, and pretended to proceed upon a just
estimate of the character and rights of men. It fol-
lowed hard upon our own delilierate struggle for
wholesome Rberty, and was thought by many te gc
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along in our almost bloodless fuotsteps. And ve:
it led as direetly to despotism, as if a despot him-

seif had Lieen its conductor. At first, we could.
hear of nothing but thie charms of libertv. the faud:

merning of the world, the glorious level. en which
we were all to stand, sinece freedom. like death,
had promised to brinz us all tegetlicr at last. You
would have thought that life, and all its sober cares
and concerns, were iurned to playthings. and the
men of this world {o children, and that we were to
zo along fo the grave, praitling about liberly and
equality and the rights of man. We ceriainly see
in this buet iitile of the spirit of our own revelution,
and the contrast will hold good throughsut. The
French republicans began with threwing out their
awakened strength in mere violence, with the waste-
ful activity of delirium, and ¢nded by yielding their
strength, with the obedience of machinery, to the
dircction of over-reaching masters. They sent
forth constituiions of liberiy so thickly, that their
chamber of legisiation, might have been taken for
a great political ware-house, to which every nation
was cordially invited to come, and provide itself
with a government for nothing—and after all, they
were mere spendthrifts of freedom, and the usurper
was at hand, to take into keepinz the rights the-
were so ready to part withal. Now. they were
drunk with their liberty, and warm with the blood
of their rightful sovereign—and a little after, they
walked joyously at the foot of a throne of violence,
prating about philesophy, aud the glories of a niili-
iary despotism.

b
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We are not to wonder then. that the staiesmen of
our reveliation. with all their icve of well-ordered
liberty, should have warned us so often and so feel-
ingly of cur perils. T'hey loved ihe generous free-
dom and gloriots institutions of their owa country
=0 well, that tbey were unmindful hew far they risk-
ed their pepularity, in telling us of our dange:s and
duties.

'The time has been, when our exeiiement on this
occasion eame wholly from our cxiamities and thsse
of Europe. Bul theworld is aow almost still agaia.
Thrones hzve been set upon their old fozndations.
Kings have retarned nome from exile, to spend ikeir
eld age with their own people. The spirit and
vigour of mea are running in wonted channels, and
the prineiples, wkich onee lay at tke bottom of soei-
ety, ace slowly regaining their place, and spreading
their wholesome influences.—This is the time for
us to gather round the institutions of our country,
with pride and gratitude, for they have weathered
the hardest storms, and sheltered us, when other
nations were naked and friendless within the grasp
of a merciless despotism. Our country has aiways
Leen faithful to us, and will yet bless us, so long as
we are faithfu! to her. We are still free and tran-
quil; and there will be no bounds to eur growth and
importance., while we remain moral and enlight-
ened, with fields to plough up and oceans to trav-
erse.—We are to remember that there is a great
experiment of freedom, still going on 1n this coun-
try. It is committed to our care, and we must keep

in mind. that not only the generations which follow
C
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as, but the whole world, have an interest in the re-
sult.—It should never be accounted the glory of 2
country like this, that we can safely amuse ourselves
every day, with pualling down and building up polit-
ical fabries, changing our whole policy. and specu-
lating upen disunlon, as lightly as we should upon
the idlest theory. If we want a permanent char-
acter and long life, we must have a steady policy.
and act as if we were indeed to live, as if all that
is done in our day were ta reach and affect all who
are to come afier us.

If our nation weuld be awful and majestic in its
character, it musi have feelings that have grown
old in the heari, institutions that have gathered
strength and honour from endurance. It must shrink
from sudden changes, as it would from parting with
virtue. We must ¢ approach to the faults of the
state, as to the wounds of a father, with pious awe
and trembling solicitude,” not to mangle and de-
stroy, but to heal and restore. We must have ob-
jects of univercal interest, which shall bring men
together in feeling, when they divide on every thing
else, inspire all with noble generosity and forbear-
ance towards each other, and make them serene and
thoughtful, when adventurers are disturbing the
foundations of scciety.

When we look back upon the earlier history of
our country, we should associate our continued hap-
piness with what is settled and venerable ; learn
the value and soundness of our institutions, from
their baving blessed us so long ; zrow more and
more fond of good examples, because they have
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been the glory and defence of the land ; ard feel
that the oldest blessings are not immortal, but need
our solicitede and care in the quietest seasons. We
must set so high 2 value upon car privileges, as to
regard commotions and revolutions as ihe last of e-
vils, not as giving a healthy play-time to our pas-
sions, :nd a generous violence fo our sluggish na-
tures. If called into novel circumstances or threat-
ening tumults, we must go in the armour of our ex-
perience and principles, looking for guides and
restraints rather than excitement; striving for re-
storation and stability, rather than overthrow, and
returning to our formcr state, our quiet homes, to
enjoy them more than ever.

To-day we are celebrating our independence, in
the midst of the biessings it has poured upon the
land. 'We have had leisure to call up virtues and
remembrances that have slept toe long—to think of
that age, which forms the main glory of our short
history, and as bright as the world can unfold,—the
age of WasniNgTox. We are honoured with the
presence of men, who were witnesses of his vir-
tues, and his companions in the glorious work of
establishing our sovereignty. We are honeured
with the presence of the Chief Magistrate of the
Union. He has been called to discharge the most
important functions, to protect the most valued in-
terests of the country he helped to make free. He
will perceive with pleasure, that the free spirit of
our institutions is consistent with that respect for
anthority, to which government muyst owe its seceri-
tv, and the laws their power, e will perceive that
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there is no division of opinion, as to the duty of re-
ceiving with respect the Chief Magistrate of the
Uuion, the representative of this great nation. We
wish bim the rare glory and felicity of uniting the
hearts of a free people ; of illustrating and estab-
lishing those enlarged, impartial views of adminis-
tration, which can alone bind together and bless this
wide country, and under wkich we shall gain wor-
thy conquests by extended husbandry and com-
merece, and obtain new glory by the developement
of mind, the achievements of genius, by the arts
which embellish, and the virtues which exalt so-
clety.




ADDRESS

TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITE)D STATES,

D=livered, in bebalf of the Town of Boston, on his arrival at the Exchange
Cefice-House, Juiy <, 1817, zad annexed by direction of the Committee of
Armanzements.

m——t.

Al

IR,

THE Citizens of Boston, by their Commitiee appointed for
that purpoese, beg leave to offer you their cordial ard respeetful
saiutations upon your arrival in this meiropolis.

The visit with whieh vou are pleased to honour them, recals
to the recollection of many their interview with your illestrions
predecessor, the Father of his Country, on a similar oceasion,
They remember viith great satisfaction, the hope, the cenfidenee.
ard the fond anticipation of national prosperity which his pres-
enee inspired ; and it is now, Sir, a subject of eongratulation to
vou and !o themselves, that, aiter thirty years of eventful experi-
men!, during confliets and revolutions in the old werld, which
have threatened all, and subverted many of its ancient govers-
meants, the Constitution which was adopted under the auspices of
that great man. has aequired vigour and matarity, and that in a
season of profound peace his sueeessor is permitted, by the pros-
perous state of publie affairs, to follew his example, in visiting
the exiensive country over which he has reeently been called to
preside.

While this journey affords (o many of vour fellow-citizens the
apporiuni(y and advantage «f ecmmeneing with you a personai
acquaintanee, which is always desirable between a people and
their rulers, they rejoice at the same time in the belief, that the
local information rel=*ive to the great and varipus interests of the
Erited States, vhich you will derive from actual observation,
will facilitate your arrangemients for their defenee and security ;
and enable you to apply in practice, with additional confidence,
and success, those prineiples of an elevated arnd impartial poliey,
which you have been pleased to premulzate as the basis of your
mtended admipistration. |



Called to the service of your Country at an early period of life,
and distinzuished in the arduous strugele whieh obtained its in-
deprndence. your subseyquent oeeupatious in successive important
offices aud various departments, at home and abroad. have afferd-
ed you the mcavs of becoming conversant with the foreign and
domestie relations of the nation; and with these qualifieations
you are now raised io the highest dignity which can ke conferred
by 4 free people.

These publie claims {o eonsideration and attention, fre:ms all
descriptions of your fellow-eitizens, zre cheerfully admitted Ly
the eitizens of Boston: who are also desirous of evineing their
respect for the unblemished tenor of your privaie eharacter, and
their sense of the urbanity and hespitality whieh peeuliarly ehar-
acterized vour deportment towards all those of your Countrymen,
who, during the period of ysur foreign embassies, were so forta-
va’e as to eome within the sphere of vour civilities and protec-
{ion.

It is therefore with real satisfaetion, that they receive you
within the precineis of Boston : and they pray yeu to be assured
of their earnsst selicitude fo contrivute by all the meaus at their
command, to your comfort and enjoyment during your residence
io this town.

They also, confiding in the reefitude of your intentions, and
trusting that the powers vesied in you by the constitution, will
be exercised with a sincere regard to the welfare of the people,
whose preeious interests are eommitted to your charge, avail
themselves of this occasion, to express their ardent hspe, that the
favourable eircumstacees whieh attend the commencement, may
with the blessing of heaven. ucder your guidanee, concur to pro-
mote the advancement of our beloved country, to the highest pos-
sible eondition of prosperity.

With these sentiments, they unile their best wishes for your
health and happiness : and that the course and close of your ad-
ministration may entiile you to the gratitude and affections of
vour constituents, and the respect of posterity.

By order of the¢ Committee,
CHARLES BULFINCH, Chairmar:.




PRESIDENT’S ANSWER.

————

Frrrow CiTizExs,

THE kind reeeption whiceh you have ziven me. on the part of
the Citizens of Boston, and which their eondurt has so fally eoz-
firmed, has made a deep and lasting impression on my mind, which
vou will have the goodness to communicate to them.

As po person i3 more willing than I am, in the diseharge of my
duty, aceording to the fair exereise of my izI :zent. to take ex-
ample from the eonduet of the distingrished men who have pre-
eeded me in this hizh trust, it is partienlarly gratifying to e,
to have recalled. %+ this incident, to the memory of many whs
are now present, a like visit from the iilustricus commander of
our revolutionary army ; who, by many otker important s>rviees,
had <o just a claim to the revered title of fa'her of his conatry.
1t was natural, that the presenee of a citizen. so respected and
beloved, who had se eminently eontribated to the estabiislimert
of this government, and te whom its admnnistrzation in the eom-
mencement, had been eommitted, should inspire an enlightened. a
virtuous and free people, with unlimited coniidenee in its suceess;
and it is a cause of general felicitation and jov to us all, to find
that thirty years suceessful experiment, have justified that confi-
dence and realized our most sanzuine hiopes in 1:s favour. Yes,
{cllow citizens, we institufed a government for the benehit of 2l ;
a gzoverament whieh should seeure {e us the fuli enjoyment of all
our rizhts, religious and civil 5 and it has been so administered.—
Let us, then, unite in grateful acknowledgements to the Sunreme
Author of all good, for extending fo us so greal a blessinz.  Let
us umi‘e in fervent pravers, that He will be graciansly pleased to
continus that blessing to us. and our lafest pasteri{y.

I aceepted the trust, {o whieh ¥ kave been called by my fellow
sorens, with diffideree horonoe Tl Lo the frailiy of bu-
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max nature, and had oficn experienced my own defieienees. 1
undericok this toar. with a view, and in the hope of arquiring
knowledge, whkieh mizht eacble me to diszharge my variouas and
important duties. with greater advaniaze to mv eounirs. to whieh
ry whole mind. ard unwearied efforts shali always be direeied.
In pursuing objeets so dear to us all. I reiy with confidenee on the
firm and generous support f my fellow eitizers. threeghout our

happv union. JAMES MOMNROE.
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