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MonmouTH, 4th July, 1806.

To YosepH (1ANI LER, Lfy.
SIR,
AT the requel? of the Gentlemen affembled at Prefcott’s Hall,

to celebrate the Anniverfary of our Independence, we return you
their thanks jfor your excellent Oration, pronounced on the oc-

cafiony and requeft a copy thereof for the Prefs.
| FO0HN CHANDLER,

WILLIAM SPRAGUE,
MARK ANDREWS.

P i T N
MonmouTH, July 4, 1896.

GENTLEMEN,
ACCEPT for yourfelves, emd the Gentlemen affenbled at
Prefcott's Hall, my acknowledgments for the re[pect paid me by

your requeff for a copy of my Oration jfor the Prefs. At the
Sfame vime that I fubmit it to the infpeciion of the publicy, I have

a confidence in the candour of my Fellow-Citizens. Unde:
thefe impreffions, 1 fubmit it to your difpoful.
With refpeciful confiderations,
L am, Gentlemen,
Your obt. fervant,

50S. CHANDLER.

Hon. FouN CHANDLER,
WiLLIAM SPRAGUE,
Marx ANDREWS, Efys.




ORATION.

Ferenps and Ferrow-Crrrzens,

IT has been the cuftom of almoft al! Nations
and ages, to celebrate thofe great events which have,
at different periods of the world, varied and chang-
ed its political afpe&t. The eftablithment of Em.
pires, their revolutions from the fhackles of Bondage
to F'reedom, have almoft invariably excited in the
slowing bofom of Patriotifin, thofe heavenly emo-
tions which Freedom infpires. |

At the return of this glorious Anniverfary, the
importance ol the event which its inftitution is defign-
ed to commemorate, is fuflicient to preclude every
apology: Tor, if the {plendid atchievements of
Wifdom, Patriotifm and Valour deferve to be praif-
ed, remembered and imitated ; if the Immortal
Laurels and Trophics of Saces and Herozs, juftly
won in the cabinet of wifdom or in the field of bat-
tle, in defence of all that is dear to man, are worthy
to be handed down to Pofterity—then are we jufti-
fied in making This Day a Solemn Feftival, religi-
oufly devoted to thofe virtues which infpired the ve-
nerable Fathers of American Liberty ; who unfold-
ed to the world a new and glorious era in the hifto.
ry of Nations ; and whofe immortality fhall be coeval
with the gratitude of Pofterity,

To us, then, my Countrymen, is committed the
facred pledge of their toils and virtue ; to us is com.
mitted this glorious inheritance, for which they-faced
the imperious foes of Liberty ; for which they fpilt
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their blood, and gave their fortunes and their lives a
voluutary facrifice—Can we, then, be infenfible of
the importance of the truft? No ; my Countrymen,
left the facred athes of their illuftrious Manes thould
cry from the grave againft us, for being unworthy
the bleflings we poflefs! Shall we lull in ftupor and
apathy, and fuffer the yoke of Tyranny to be again
riveted on our necks? Noj; but let the fpirit of
FREEDOM and INDEPENDEINNCE eleétrify our
hearts ; let the World know that Aaerrcans are
worthy to poflefs and able to defend thofe facred
Rights which the Gop or NaATURE has made it the
privilege of Man to enjoy. |

At the moment when the grateful hearts of
Americans are enlivened by an impreflive ferfe of
the fingular political happinefs we enjoy ; with fouls
expanded with the genuine flame of Philanthropy,
we approach the Altar of Freedom.,

While we call to mind fome of the moft pro-
minent features of the Principles which impelled the
People of America to an Independent Eftablithment
among the Nations of the Earth, our thoughts will
naturaily range the wide field of the world; travel
back to the firft creation of man, und trace his vari-
ous footlteps in political exiftence, through the vaft
and important changes which have fo often marked
the progrefs or decline of Nations and Impires :—
For it was a fair and candid review of this iniportant
fubjet, added to an enlightened mind, and a facred
impulfe of celeftial fire animating the nobleft powers
of the human heart, which effe¢ted the I'rsEpoar of
America, and eftablifhed her Easrrre on the perma-
nent foundations of Nature and Reafon.
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When this Globe {prang to exiftence, and turn-
ed on its revolving axis ;

¢ And from the Orient burft the golden Sumn,”

with all the cheering beams of life and fplendor,
calling forth the latent energies of Nature, clothing
the hills, vallies and plains with the richeft verdure,
luxuriance and beauty—then did this terreftial Eden

gladly receive the foft impreffions of the footfteps of
the Lord of this Lower Word.

Whether reclining. under the arcadian groves of
flowering forefts ; ranging the fertile plains in the
capacity of hufbandmen; or in the fylvan fhades and
grafly mountains, the paftoral care of flocks and herds
engaged the attention of prtmeval man—all were
free, and all were equal : But, to {uppofe that man
could live in this ftate of purity and fimplicity, thro’
the fucceeding ages of the world, without Govern-
ment or Laws, would be as idle and chimerical as it
is.contrary to falt and the experience of every age
and generation ; For the evil paffions of man {pring-
ing up, and encroaching on the rights of his neigh-
bor, and even liiting the horrid weapons of blood
againit his defencelefs brother, impelled the neceflity
of Barriers to defend thofe Rights, and induced him
to inititute Rules of Order and Government. But
thefe in the beginning muft have been rude and -
digefted, and far inadeguate to the purpofe in the
progreflive advancement of Art, Science and Civili-
zation. Hence, an advancemcnt in the one namral-
ly made an improvement in the other. It was to the
fuperior advantages of civil fociety, and a neceflity of
fubmitting to certain regulations that induced man
to give up certain 1w1ts for the purpofe of having
the others cuwrantud and defended. It is, there.
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fore, to the confent of the individuals of the com-
munity, that Government owes its origin.  'The Peo.
ple thus giving their acquiefcence to the Laws, mult
naturally be ready to give their aid in the execution
of them. A Magiltrate, therefore, receiving his au-
thority from the People, would naturally execute the
Laws in the moft juft and equitable manner. But
as the wifeft inftitutions have frequently been profti-
tuted to the bafeft purpofes; fo have the bleflings of
Government and Laws been the caufe of devaftation,
corruption, deftrution and death! From a depen-
dance on the will of the People, and an accounta-
bility to them, Magiftrates and Rulers have grown
giddy with the power delegated to them, and aflum-
ed authorities which they never poflefled ; and thus
encroaching cn the rights which were never fubmit-
ted to them, and providing for their pofterity to rule
after them, they have exercifed a lordly dominion
over their fellow-men—tlius has been eftablifhed
arbitrary, defpotic and hereditary power, contrary
to the command of Gobp, the voice of reafon, and
the natural, unalicnable rights of man., And to
maintain this predominancy over mankind, De/pots
have enlifted all the bafenefs of fatanical delufions,
by the coalition of fuperftitioys bigotry, immerfing
their fellow-men mto the darknefs of ignorance, and
the coercions of the grinding hand of oppreflion :—-
And when all this was not fufficient to reftrain the
mnate impulfe of the fou!, recourfe was had to the
infernal butchery of the Human Race, and the immola-
tion of snnoccnt blood! 1t was this caufe, which
drenched the face of the Larth in ancient times with
the fluid gore of human facrifices—it is for this
eaule that modern Lurope has prefented to the eye
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of the Traveller dreadful hecatombs of fallen victims
to the pride of Kings and Papal delufions! For this
caufe too, thy fhores, O, Corvamsra, have founded
with the dreadful roar of the weapons of war—thy
defencelels Towns and Villages fent up blazing vo-
lumes, falling in afhes before the devouring element ;
and thy defencelefs Children, forced from affluence
into the rude tempeft, their only canopy the vault of
Heaven !—thy rivers have been tinged with the
crimfon flocd ; and fields of defolation and feas of
blood have marked the hand of Defpetifm in Ameri-
ca’s fair melifluent foil ! !

A particular recital of the dreadful {cenes of our
Revolutionary conteft would but harrow up the
wounds of bleeding fenfibility, which have fcarcely
been healed by the lapfe of many years of peace and
profperity ; it would be a repetition of events which
are ftill frefh in the memory of every American, and
which we have not time particularly to enumerate :
Let it fuffice, therefore, at this time, to attend to the
happy confequences refulting from the eftablifhment
of our National Independence.

All the crowned heads, from the beginning of
the world to this day, have not prefented an atchiev-
ment {o glorious as that of which this day is coms
memorative : For, if once an individual is made heir,
““en fee fimple,y’ to an Empire, that moincnt the
Rights of that People are proftrated, and made the
engine of the caprice, and gratification of the pride of
that individual : ‘Witnefs thofe monumental piles of
Egypt, raifed by the hands of innumerable workmen,
who were born only to wear out an ignorant, flavifh,
and unprofitable life, in the bafe fervitude of an Ideot,




or an Impgter ! Witnefs alfo, all the Kingdoms of
ancient and modera times. Did ever a Xerxes, an
Alexander, or a Cyrus achieve fo noble an exploit ?
or were not all their views and exertions rather for
the depreffion of human happinefs, and for their own
gratification and aggrandizement ?

We may, I think, challenge the moft profound
antiquarian, or the moft learned in the hiftory of mo-
dern times, to produce an era more glorious in the
annals of the world! Some illuftrious individuals
have, at different periods, atz¢empted to withiftand the
torrent of oppreflion ; and have fallen glorious facri-
fices to the holy caufe of Frzspom ! Greece and
Rome have prefented fpeltacles of brilliancy and
greatnefs, and have fitten like ftars arnd conftellations
in the firmament of glory—But where is an inftance
that the People of a territory equal to one thirtieth
part of the habitable globe, have repelled the affaults
of Tyranny ; difdained the threats of a Defpor ; fuc-
cefsfully fought at the portals of Liberty ; and eftab-
lithed an Empire whofe Laws are a tranfcript of the
dictates of Rea/on and Truth ?

Americans ! From a review of general hifto-
iy and the prefent political {tate of the world, how
joyfully does the eye fettle on the peaceful and flour-
ithing condition of the American States ! Compar-
ing the phyfical and political fituation of our country
with that of al! others on the earth ; with what rap-
ture does the generous heart of patriotifm and philan-
thropy exult at the important contraft | We are on
terms of peace and friendfhip with all the nations of
the earth, except fome mifunderftandings refpetting
the boundaries between us & the territories of Spain ;




and fome recent piratical condut of the Britith, who
always have, and probably always will, view the en-
creafing profperity of America with an envious eye ;
but our determination to ufe Aer as well as all other
nations, with ftrit juftice, will be more likely to gain
an amicable aftjuftment of all difliculties, than to pre-
cipitate our country into a war, which muft be a bur-
then and a fore calamity to America. Neverthelefs,
if frieidly negociation will not obtain us that juftice
to which we are entitled—zhen are we ready, with the
weapons of human deftruction, to try the event of war !
It is the policy of America to cultivate peace and
friendfhip with all nations. The policy of Britain is
different : Her war eftablithments have grown to
fuch an amazing magnitude, that fhe muft be etern-
ally involved in wars, in order to fupport herfelf by
the plunder of other nations.  Her decripitude has
come on her, with the increafe of corruption and am-
bition ; fhe is, in fa&, unable to bear her own weight.
She cannot, however, fubfift without our commerecs,
and will not come into open war, where fhe has more
to lofe than to gain. The At of Congrefs refpet-
ing the non-importation of certain Britifh manufac-
tures, hasalarmed her, and fhe has manifefted a dif-
pofition to an honorable and amicable adjuftment of
all differences, which ought to be the with of every
American patriot. | *

Our internal concerns"were never in 4 more flat-
tering condition.  The Savages of the defert, who
have heretofore fubfifted by the plunder of the foreft
are becoming civilized ; and begin to,unftring the
bow and turn to the arts of agriculture and peace.—
From natural enemies of the colonies, while under the
jurifdittion and fubjet to the commotions of Europe,

they have become our brethren and allies.
B
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The rich bleflings of Freedom are extended to
the lately opprefled regions weft of the Miffifippi.
The field of fpeculation, enterprize and commerce
- ealaiges, and opens a more extenfive difplay for th
eneries of our induftrious citizens. The face of the
earti grows pliant and fertile. The clothing of the
foreft is converted into ufefulnefs, and the growth &
manuiactures of our land glides upon the waters of
every part of the world : our canvals whitens the
-cowdts and harbors of the four quarters of the globe,
wafting to every clime the various produions of the
weftern continent, S

~ Were we toindulge for a moment, the vifiona-
ty ken of rational futurity, we thould view a fcene
worthy of the contemplation and admiration of the
higher fpheres !—But behold the reality ! /—A coun-
try larger than all Europe, and bleflt with every per-
fection of nature, is meted out in various portions, to
an almeft innumerable hoft of peaceable, induftrious,
enterprizing, brave and enlightened Freemen, who
are the lords of the fcil an which they tread, and
which they cultivate.

Thrice happy ftates,

———¢ Extend theii fair domains,
% O’er flercy mountaing and luxuriant plaine ;
“ Where happy millions their own fields pofiefs s
** No tyrant awes them and no Jords opprefs.

Liberty in its purity without the excefles of licen-
tioulnefs, here,

) “ Unlicenc’d reigns.”

Here, under our own vines and fruit-trees, we c¢an
fit unreftrain’d ; we can worfhip in our temples ac-
cording to the di€tates of our own confciences, and
there i none to moleft or make us afraid. It it is
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poffible for the purity of primaval fimplicity to co-
alelce with the refinement of laws and feciety, ours
1s certainly that enjoyment. ‘The right of every man
to enjoy his own principles or tenets of religion is
the dictate of Heaven and of reafon : while the prov-
ince of equal laws is, to reftrain one man from tref-
pafling on the property, rights and privileges of ano-
ther : And on thefe lumenous principles are eftah-
lithed the very foundations of our Canftitution and
Laws. ,

What, my Countrymen, would have been thc
prefent condition of America, had fhe continued ui:
der the jovernmentof Britain? Wemay read the anfwe
in fullgrown charaters imprinted with the horrid glar
of noble,innocent blood,in theunhappy fateof Ireland/
ot hear it in the defpairing fhrieks of the natives o
India ! Our Heroes who have gained a name of im.
mortality in the enfranchizement of our country,
would have fuffered like Earazar ; or have been hun
ted down like the favage beafts of the defert. What
abundant reafon have we then on this day to rejoice !
Every American who is fufceptible of the noble feel
ings of fenfibility, of philanthropy, of patriotifin, car:
not but rejoice. | |

It is in a free government, a government lik.
ours, that the genius of man receives the cultivaticn
of the high and fublime energies of his mind. Th:
{fympathies of humanity, vfeful inventions and in-
provments, with all the faculties and deftinics whig
.ennoble his nature, have flourithed moft in thofe couns
tries which have been moft celebrated for the free-
dom and righteouine.is of their governments : Thesc
the Arts and Sciencies have received their higheft
culture ; and there have the people enjoyed the
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greateft happinefs. Who, that turns over the pa-
ges of hiftory, will not conceive a veneration for
thofe great geniufes who have, by their inventions &
difcoveries in Arts, Science and Philofophy, finooth-
ed the cares of this life, and taught mankind their
true interefts, and their general and relative fituation
in the great {cale of univerfal being.

From thefe confiderations, therefore, of the ma-
ny great and important privileges and bleflings of
Freedom, our hearts glow with warm devotion and
zeal in her facred caufe. Under our free Conftitu-
tion, formed on the pure principles of political
wildom, and the prefent illuftrious adminiftration
thereof, by men whofe wifdom and integrity have en-
fured them the confidence and gratitude of millions
of free and independent citizens,we have evéry reafon
to hope for a continuance of the high profperity un-
der whofe aufpices we this day, celebrate this glori-
ous anniverfary. But, while we rejoice in thefe our
privileges, and exult in our profperity ; let us not for-
get the foundation whence they flow: But let our
hearts burn with unfeigned adoration and gratitude
to the Great ETERNAL who hath caft our lot* in
this highly diftinguifhed !and ; and who hath c¢rown-
ed us with fuch a profufion of Immortal Bleffings !

q‘*
THE END.




