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FELLO®W CITIZENS,

TuE anniverfary of this day s commemorative
of the moft auguft event, perhaps, that ever graced
the pages of hiftory—an event, which will be remem-
bered and celebrated in America as long as the god-
like flame of FREEDOM fhall animate the hearts of
her citizens :—for this is no other than the day on
which Amenca burft the bars of opprefiion, and ftood
forth upon the ftage of the world in the caufe of Lib-
erty, Juftice, and Humanity—armed with the {word
of defence to fupport and maintain the Equal Rigbts
of Man.

We, Fellow-Citizens, are aflembled to recount
the important incidents which led to the i1NDEPEN-
DENCE OF AMERICA ; to congratulate each other on
the happy continuance of our national profperity ; and
to render to the Gop of Heaven our unfcigned thanks
for his fupreme bounty and goodnefs, in direting and
fupporting us in the placid paths of profperity and
pcace, while other nations have been convulfed with
wars, peftilences, and commotions.
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The GOD or NaTure hath implanted in the
heart of man a love of Liberty, and it is impoffible for
all the Defpots on earth to extinguifh the heavenly
flame! Although it has always been the aim of Tyrants
to keep mankind in ignorance and flavery; yet, in
propcrtion as reafon and fcience have been cultivated,
mankind have ftruggled, and verged from the dark

abyfs of flavery and oppreflion, tc the beauteous and
delightful fields of liberty and happinefs.

It was this impulfe of patriotic zeal, which ani-
mated the hearts of our venerable Forefathers, and
taught them to deipife the opprefions of Europe, and
prompted them to feek a folitary refuge in the then
uncultivated and howling wildernefs of America.—
Here is prefented to us an example of the true prin-
ciple of Freedom, which defpifes the gaudy equipages
of courts and palaces, while furrounded by the bafe
fymbols of fiavery ; and rather courts the humble
cottage in the dreary defert, for the enjoyment-of the
bleflings of liberty. ~

When our Forcfathers firft fettled in this coun.
try, the unreltraiaed freedom of nature icemed to.
inflame their bofoirs with the moft pure and fublime
ideas of true and ratiopal liberty; which aiterwards
thewed itfelf ir. oppofition to the unnatural ufurpations
of Britain. America was then the happy afylum of
the oppreffed inhabitants of the cld continent : They
knew, by experience, the miferics of tyranay ; fo they
knew how to value the bleffings of freedom,
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The increafing profperity of America foon began
te excite the envy of the European powers ; and Great-
Britain, ever thirlty for pcwer and dominion, affumed
the jurifdition and government of the American Ccl-
onies : and fron: this time, the Americans expenenced
all the miferies of defpotifm. All the evils attendant
on hereditary governments foon fell on the devoted
Americans. Laws were enalted by the Brinth Parlia-
ment to bind the people of the colonies, without their
confent ; which was abfolutely contrary to the Contti-
tution of England. From this time they began te
enforce their authority over the Americans; every
remonftrance of the People was called a rebellion
againit the mother country ; and every patriotic ftruggle
to regain the rights of FREEMEN, was reprefented as
diffention and confufion !

The juft refentment of an incenfed people could
not long flumber : the hardy fons of CoLunBia
could not endure the fight cf a troop of mercenary
foldiers, fent to enforce the tyrannic laws of a Defpst /
Lexincron will ever witnefs to the ftreaming veins
of Americans, in the caufe of LIBERTY! and Bux-
x5&’s Hrzz will be confecrated to her fhrine, as long as
the planets fhall meafure the courle of revolving years.

But, my countrymen, let us paufe—and drop a
mournful tear, for the lofs of our fathers and brethren
who fell in the crimfon jield of battiz ! who have fealed
the teftimony of their patriotifm and valor, with the
lat drop of their vital blood!
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Shall we not mourn, with pathetic {orrow, for the
untimely death of the immortal WARREN? Shall
we not grieve, that the ornament of the age fhould be
cut off in the prime of life, in the period of his ufeful-
nefs? But his charalter and virtues have made an
indellible impreffion on the hearts of Americans; and
the name of WARREN fhall mock the rude affaults of
time !|—But were we to attempt to call over the illuf-
trious roll of Americans, who fell upon her ¢ high
places,” time would be too thort : For when I name
a MONTGOMERY, fuch a heft of illuftrious Heroes
are prefented to my mind, that I fear your patience
would be wearied in attending to the lengtly detail.
But the gratetul hearts of Americans will ever retain
the remembrance of their valor and patriotiim—their
illuftrious names thall grace the annals of America.—
What Citizen is there in this refpeCtable auditory,
whofe heart does not glow with pure emotions of love
and gratitude to thofe Heroes “ wbo fought and bled in
FREELOM’s caufe,” while we contemplate the glorioufly
important fcenes of our Revolution ?

But the FOURTH of JULY, 1776, was the
glorious epocH of the Weitern World :—for, on this
propitious DAY, the concentrated wifdom and firm.
nefs of America, declared, in a voice of audible gravity,

“ AMERICA IS FREE. AND INDEL2ENDENT !

On this Day, a Nation was born, and afcended the
ftage of the world ! This is the glorious eventful Day,
on which a mighty azrubLrc verged from the chaos
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of Defpotifm ! This is the Day, which hailed the rifing
glory of AMERICA, and laid the fair foundation of her
prefent profperity and happinefs.

Then et us kail this glorious DAY,

Which gave oxur NATION birth!

It gives me, my countrymen, a fuperior degree
of pleafure and animation, to behold, in this afembiy,
.2 fmall number of that illuitrious band of veteran Pat-
riots, who defpifed the perils of war, and even death
“felf; and who vowed, folemnly, that they wou/d ba
FREE, Or DIF ! |

RespecTEp FATHERS! Methinks I fee, In
your venerable countenances, the beams of rapturous
joy, which gives us an inexpreflible delight to partici-
pate with you, in mutual congratulations. The con-
fli of America was glorious, for her caufe was that of
Juftice ; her triumph was glorious, becaufe it feparated
her from the iron gralp of a foreign Defpot, and gave her
an honorable ftation among the nations of the earth.

Hitherto we had fought only for Independence ;
a field now prefented itfelf, big with the moft perilous
and critical uncertainties. Now was a work before
the People of America, upon the performance of which
depended the glory of the prefent age, and the wonder,
admiration, and happinefs of pofterity! And, among
the many important caufes which we have of joy and
gratulation, fellow-citizens, this is not the leaft, that
Heaven fhould blefs America with Statefmen equal to
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her Warriors ; that fhe fhould be able to fecure, with
the ftrongeft ties, that invaluable prize which her

intrepidity and valor had obtained ; and, thereby,
ftamp the feal of immortality on her glorious exploits !

Notwithftanding the exertions of European Po-
tentates to poifon the councils of this infant Republic,
and ftop the progrefs of Republican Freedom ;—not-
withftanding the maxims and prophecies of ariffocrats
and monarchifs, the ConsTITUTION Of the United
States will ftand an everlafting monument of the wifs
dom, virtue, and firmnefs of the Americinsj and a
corztufive evidence of the feafibility of Republican
forms of government. In the formation of this politi-
cal compa®, was difplayed a profundity of wifdom
whith does honor to America; inafmuch as it is
foanded on the principles of political Equality, and the
natural Rights of mankind. Under this excellent
government, the people of the United States have
enjoyed (ﬁngular degree of profperity and happinefs.
But }lould be remembered, that every treafure
fhould "be watched and guarded with the_ ftriGteft
attention. |

Ancient Greece was a Republic, which in 2 “thert *
period of time attained a high pitch of national glory; °
yet her citizens fuffered one degree of infripgement "of
their Liberties after another, until Piff/ratus, at the ‘
head of a military force, ufurped the aushority .of the
government, and overturned the liberties of that

People, who had been the admiration and wonder ¢
the werld.
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Rome evjoyed a Republican government fout
hundred and fifty years; during which time fhe ar.
tived ¢ 2 fuperior pitch of greatnef»—which evinces
to what a ftate of glory a people may arrive, when
aftuated by the principles of Freedom. But Rome, at
length, fuffered hetfelf to lull in the lap of eafe and
luxury, until ulius Cafar finithed the horrid ftroke
of her ruin—triumphed over her deareft ngbts, and
tompleted her dxfgraceful fall, “

Many fa jé politicians -have inferred from thefe
inftances of the fall of Republics, that « Republican
forms of government cannot fand ¥ but, my country-
men, if we attend a little to the advaxrtages which we
have over the ancient Republics, I prefume we fhall all
be convinced of the abfurdity of tbis‘ pofition.

The American government i fb.mded upon prin.
ciples quite different from thofe of Greece or Rome s
principles which are calculated to obviate the evils
which thofe goveraments were fubjet to. And ifit
is urged that ¢ human nature is the fame in every age
and generation’’~I anfwer, that human nature muft
be very much depreciated fince thefe times, if we can-
not profit by the precedents and experience of fo many
nations who have gone before us; and whoie tranfac-
tions we have plain befare our eyes on the map of
hiftary. On this map are delincated all the racks and
Guickfands upon which our predeceflors hayve fplit :—
and we muft be very impolitic and blind, if we at this
day, Can]l;ot fteer clear of thofe monyments of deftruc-
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tion, which are rendered confpicusus by the fuin of
Empires. |

Befides this map of the ancient political world,
we have another glorious privilege which the ancients
were not bleft with; for the Art of Printing was
unkrniown. There.are no lefs than Two bundred and
fifty thoufand publications diffemirated weekly among
the citizens of the United Statcs~=by which they are
immediately informed of the approach of the enemies
of their liberties. There is not 2 citizen of the United
States who cannot have the requifite information te
judge correltly of our national affairs, Confequently,
no afpiring ufurper, or befe fattion of deceitful Dema-
goges, can have an opportunity to trample on our
dear-bought liberties, and overturn eur happy gov-
ernment.

AMERICANS! You have an exquifite induce-
ment to watch over your liberties—for the happinefs
of nations is depending. It feems that the ALMIGHTY
had referved America for the habitation of Freedom.
It was here that the facred flame of Liberty brcke the
yoke of oppreflior :—and hence was the heavenly
fpark caught by the fons of diftant climes; and al-
ready has its power burft the bars of defpotifm, in the
greateft nation of Europe! All mznkind look up to
CoLUMBIA, as the author and fupporter of that fyftem
of free government which begins to maxe the Crowns
of Defpots fit uneafy on their heads. Then let us
cherith the heavenly flame, which promifes, ere long,
to free ail nations from tyrannic chains.
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AMERICANS! Your government embraces a
territory of vaft extent; including all the rich varicties
of nature, from the torrid zone to the wilds of Can-
ada: and we anticipate the day, when our boundaries
fhall be thofe which Nature as formed for a great,
powerful, and free State—When we fhall hail as
Brethren, all the inkabitants, from the Atlantic to the
Pacific ; and from the vertical fun of Dariento Arétos’
frozen pole. And already have we realized the com.
mencement of our anticipating hopes: Behold the
rich and vaft territory of Louifrana, whele -inhabitants
have long: groaned under the galling yoke -of tranflat-
lantic. tyranny! Now do .we behold them coming, as
the :aged prifoner of the- Baftile—now do we hail
them as brethren, and umte them to Fr:edom’s pure
'en)oyments : |

- No more 2o danl the gallwg t:lum,
" Nor bow 10 ﬂavcry’s yoke.

- When we contemplate the .rapid populatien of
Awmerica ; the progrefs:of icientific. knowledge ; and
the unexampled induftry of -her citizens——we-are led
to the moft fublime and philofophic refletions. -

" Three hundred and twelve years ago, America
was not known to a civilized man. Then was this
vaft half of the terraquecus globe immured in an
anfathomable wildernefs, whofe gloomy majeﬁy had
been faluted only by the favage yell of nature’s fera-
clous ‘inhabitants, Now do we behold, with pleafing
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tranfports, the wildernefs bloffoming like the rofe. 'The
howling defert is mow 2 fruitful field ; and fpiry domes
afcend to grace the village plain. The margins of our
rivers are lined with opulent cities, which rife wish
fplendid magnificence ;—~our buoyants floods are cove
ered with fhips,

o's ov o~ iguith fowing fails unfirld,
Not 1 eorvups, bat focialixe the warid,”-=—

whoie fléecy canvaf$ invites the friendly breeze ta
walt from zohe to zone theriches of the earth. Now
do e realize the golden dreams of CoLunmsus! Now
do we fec Science fpread her filver rays over the un.
culgvated flelds of nature~—we fie academies and col-
leges opening their richelt treafures to the rifing gen:
crations. Americans! this happy country is eurs
and thef" vur glorious privileges. 'Who, then, would
not hail the DAY which gave us INDEPENDENCE ?

- RtHa-mattdr of forious reg.¢.. 1y couutt’ men
o there does-exift, in '3 Vaited States,a - - who
are difaffedted with. our.icauelleit governmeut; and
who are guiflingly, and deceitfully, exerting. all thejr
powers to bring America to a difgraceful ruin! This
Ariffocratic Faglion have exifted in the vitals of our
copntry ff(éﬁjf.;ﬁe'bégiﬁning of our Revolution, "They
i{ffe‘ a%imh the Independence ‘of Ameﬁcg;——tbéy
joined with ‘our’ common enemy, and even lifted the
Javage ptniard againft their own Countrymen '—Al-
thawgh they did pot dare to fhew their heads boldly, in
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the adminiftration of our beloved WASHING TON-—we
yet the combined league of American Ariffocrats, and
European potentates, feized the critical moment of his
exit from office to overturn our Republic and eftablith
a Monarchy upon the illuftrious ruins! The horrid
plan was but too well concerted :—But the xrazacan
of America, ever jealous and watchful, faw, with keen
refentment, the bafe machinatons ef their enemies;
and bow quick did the free-bora fons of Columbia
arife, and drive from heir firang holds the encmies
of their country !

REPUBLICANS" you have ¢nce more exhib-
ited to the world, a proof of your invincible firmnefs ;
you have-once more faved ‘America from the yawning
gulph of tyranny, aud gained a laurel wreath of im-
mortal glory !~~Many of our refpe@able, well-meaning
ciizens wandered awhile in the mazes of delufion, not
knowing ‘whether to turn; but no fooner did they
obférve < the bafe Demon of Ariffocracy, under the
gath and-fimilitude of |

. o A
g1 Heaven-lors. FREEBOM pueer-gufey’

no fooner did they perceive the deception, than they
sarned with altonifhment, from the deceitful fend /—

And now do we hehold our deluded brethren faft
returning to the principles of Republicanifm, leavir,-
their deceitful /eaders to wander and perith = che
Labyrinths of wilful error! Al their fpi‘efal envy is now
unceafingly employed in the moft nefarious abufe and
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fnveQive againft the Conitituted Authorities of our
government. The greatelt ST4755Man America ever
produced, and whom you, Republicans, have wifely
entrufted with the Chair of Btate, is calumniated and
vilified, by this wmprincipled faction, in the moft con-
temptuous manner. -But all their {piteful malice, and
fenfelefs clamours, ferve only to bring his fhining
taleats into view; “and all their pointed fhafts of
malignity fall every way around - him, blunted by the
invincible dignity of his charatter.”

REPUBLICANS! What have we to fear fm
<« The reign of terror’ is now over; and.oyr internal
enemies are reduced to a contemptible faPion ; and,
they, by their bafe condu&, have loft the confidence
of all Freemen, Our nation is in a profperous and
flourithing condition ; we, through: the bleflings. of
God, enjoy peace, happmefs and profpenty Poflef.
fing the fineft country and the happieft government on
carth, how tenacious ought we to be of both; and
how vigilant in guarding our liberties ! Let us remem-
ber, that

« UNITED WE STANL, DIVIDED WE FALL !»

Let this facred adzge of *75 always be our metio ; and
may it infpire us with the pureft emotions of i-aternal
affetion. May the laft prayer of the immortal WasH-
INGTON ever be ours—<¢ That our uNIon and broth-
erly affetion may be perpetual.” And let 7bat man
be treated as an enemy to the American Republic, who
would wifh a feparation of thefe happy States.’




( 15)

Let us remember that Reafon, Science, and In-
dufiry, are the main pillars of all Free Governments ;
and when thefe are broken the fineft frabric muft fall !
Let our hope wd trui be in that Almighty Being
who has eve: been America’s Guardian and Protector.
Let Rea/on guide our conduct; and let Science dif:::il
the dark gloom of ignerance and fuperftition. Then
will the Goppzes of Freepoa delight to dwell with us ;
and the Independence and happinefs of America fhall
be protra&ed to the laft verge of time-~and her glory
fhall be immortal as the pillars of Heaven !

FINIS.




