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A SERMON.

-

- A TY IS N TS LI A e e i 4 e o1 s o+ e

j!khM)\H xvir, 9, 10,

«« AND at "v}ml tiftani [ foall fpceb cerceriiing o
“ pation, ond corcerning a ,’czr'fc giily 10 build aud
‘““ to plent it |

B £ If it doevil in my fight, that it ohey not my woice,

L then I will vepent of the good whereu th I faid

« I wonld.é»e}fqﬁt thain:’

‘THE day on which we are aflem-

bled is anaually obferved by multitudes, though im-
+ proved by moft, in a very improper manner.  Such
fcenes of intemperance, pride, revelling and profant-
ty are commouly exhibited on this day t’mt many

fobet-minded people are not in the habit of paying
any particular attention to 1t. And furciy, it 1s not
without ground that they objeét againft the corrup:
and fenfual manner in which itis too often celebrated.
The abufe of this day, with a general backwardnels
to acknowledge the hand of God in the beftowment
of our national privileges and bieflings, and a pre-
vailing propenfity to afcribe to the creature the giory
Mnch is due o me alone, are antong the many
things which, it is to be feared, will b( fore lon 3,
bring down God’s judgments in a dreadivl manner
upon this land,

Neverthelefs, could we keep up a proper remem-
brance of the day which gave birth to our nation, the
praltice would, undoub.cdly, be commendatie,
There 1s, ccrmn!y, a propriety in publickly ackn.i v
ledging the Divine goodnefs to us, and in hunibiing
ourlelves for our ir gratitude and difobedicace.  1:is
apprchended fome wieful inftcudion may be fugaciicd
on this occafion. It is hoped, therefore, the urmoft
attencion will be givea to what may be nficred. The
paflage I have read fuggefts ideas whizh are higaly
umportant for us as wndividaals, and for the whew of

“Gur pation to conlider,
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The do&rine it teaches is, that fin will bring dowy
the divine judgments upon a natica or kingdom,
however elevated and profperous their fitvaton nay
once have been.  ““And at whainftant I thall fpeak
concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to
build and to plant it: if it do evil in my fiche, that
it obey not my voice, then I will repext of the good
wharewith I faid I would benefit them.”” By God’s
repenting, in this paflage, is not meant any forrow of
~heart, or change of purpofe, but a change only in his
providential desalings towards men. . If ofesicice, the
condition on which the continuation of his favor to a
nation is {ufpended, be not performed, he will forbear
to beitow the promifed goed, and, inftead of a bleffing,
+will pour out a curfe. |
~ The dottrine is confirmed by many other paffages
of {cripture, as wcil as by the hillory of nations from
the beginning. Thercis a very expreffive paffage in
Deut. xxviit, 15, and onward. ¢ But it fhall come
to pals, if thou wilt not kearken to the voice of the
Lord thy God, to obferve to do all his tommand-
ments and his ftatutes, which I command thee this
day, that all thefe curfes fhall come upon thee and
overiake thee : curfed Malt thou be in the city, and
curfed fhalt thou be in the ficld ; curfed fhall be thy
‘bafket und thy ftore; curfed fhall be the fruit of thy
body, a~d the fruit of thy land, the increafe of thy
kine, and the flocks of thy fheep; curfed fhall thou
be when thou -comeft in, and curfed fhall thou be
when thou gocft out.  The lord fhall fend upon thee
corfing, vexation and rebuke in all that thou fictef
thine hand unto to do, until thou be deftroyed, and
until thou perith quickly, becaufe of tha wickednefs
of thy doings, whereby thou baft forfaken me, The
Lord fhall make the peftiience cleave unto thee, until
he confumeth thee from ¢ff the land whither thou
goeft to poflefs it.  The Lord fhall {niite thee with
a confumption and with a fever, and with an inflam-
mation, and with an extreme burning, and with the
fvord, and with blafling, and with mildew ; and they
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fhall purfue thee until thou perith ¢ and thy beaven
that is over thy head thall be brafs, and the corth
that is uader fhall be iron. “I"he Lord fhall make the
rain of thy land powderand duft 5 from Heaven thall

1t come upon thee, uadl thou be deftroyed. The

Lord fhall caufe thee w: be fmirten before thine ene-
mies ; thou thalt go ovt one way againft them, and
flec feven ways before shiem, and fhall be removed
into all the kingdoms of the earth.””  The prophet
Jeremiah, in his lamentations over Jerufalem, men-
tions Jfin as the procuring caufe of her defolations:
chap. 1, 8,9: ¢ Jerufalem hath grievoufly finned,
therefore fhe is removed: all that honored her de-
fpife her, becaufe they have feen her nakednefs ; yea,
fhe figheth and turnetk backward: her filthinefs is in
her fkirts; fhe remembereth not ker lalt end, there-
fore fhe came down wonderfully.”” It was for ‘fin
that the nations of Canaan were difinherited.  Deut,
ix, 5: Not for thy rightecutnefs, or for the upright-
nefs of thine heart, dolt thou go to poflels their land

but for the wickednefs of thofe natiuns the Lord thy
God doth drive them out from before thee.”” Sin
brought the flecd upon the world of the ungodiy : it
procuxcd the fearful ruin of Sedom and Goicrrah, by

_fire and brimftone from Heaven, and the overthrow

of Pharaoh and his boff in the red fea. [For firn, the
Aflyiian empire was overthrown, after they had ex-
ccuted the divine purpofe in the deftruction of Ilracl.

This is particularly noticed by the prophet If iah,

chap. x, 12, 13: * Wherefore it fhall come to pafs,

-that when the lord hath performed his whole work

upon Mount Zion, and on Jcmfalcm, I wiil pvmih
the fruic of the ftout heart of the king of Aff )rz”,
and the glory of his high looks; for he f2 ith, by the
ftrength of my hand 1 have done it, and by my wil-

.dom.” The Babylorian, Medo- Perfian, Grecian and

Roman empires, have been fuccefively ceitroyed for

the fame reafen.  The wars and-judgacats which
have, for a feries of years, diftrafted cod defclated
Europe, and efher naiions of the cali, have all been

/
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accafioned by fin. God has been affembling the na.
tions to pour out his fury upon them. .
Both facred and profane hiftories are replete wit,
accounts of calamities which have been brought upoy,
nations and empires in C(mquu neeof fin. T hm*&l,
once raifed to the fummiz of carthly glory and grea:-
nefs, vet for this they have bren reduced, caprivated
and defiroyed.  Though fortibied in the flrongett
manner, pofleflcd of immenfe refouices, and to
human appcarance invuluerable, they have, in va-
rious ways, fullen under divine difpleafure, and
becn fubjugated, impovenifhed, and overwhrlmed in
ruin,  Lhe deplorable cficét of fin, in the troubles
and defolations, of natizns, have appeared everfince
men began to muliiply upon the face of the earth. It
has becn proved, aga:n and again, that « finis a re-
proach toany pcoplc,” an uncoing thisg.  lthasever
appeared rhat ¢ the moft Fhish rulsth in the kingdom
of mei, and giveth it to whomfueyer he will,” 2
that * thole that walk in pride he is able to abafc "’
Some appear to fl.tter thenifelves, that ¢ the Lord
hath forfaken the carch, and that there i1s not fuch a
particular divine providence to be acknowledged in
the evils and calamities which befal mtions, as has
been held up to view. They are ready to view thefe
things as aravoidable evils, the refult of chance, rather
than parcicular divine judgments, expreffive of God’s
holy ditpleafure at fin, To fuch blindauefs and unbelief
the depraved heartis ever prone. Thus the prophet
complained: ““ Lord, when thy hand 15 lifted up
they will nat fee.””  Multitudes are wiiling to aferive
thetr roubles to any other caufe, rather than view them
as punifhments inflicted by God for their fins.  But
however uawilling they are o acknowleage the di-
vine hand, we have the fullelt evidence that the evils
expericnced by nations and individuals, are correc-
tions and punithments from God. leis written, ¢¢ fhall
there be cnl in a city, and the Lord hath not done
ne? o God, indecd, makes ufe of fecond caules to
arcmplith his purpoles, but his band is not, on thic

‘.
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rccovns, the lefs 0 be acknowled;sed i toe evenss
that take piace. 1lepunifhes awicked nation tor their
fins, when he raifes up an ensmy ty overhower and
fubjugate them, as really, as if he fhould dell lrey taem
af-cr the manner of S dom. Nor is his hand any
the lefs concerned in the judgments brougnt upon th"
netions in &35 age of the workd, thaa in “thofe whic |
were ancientdy inficted. Wars, famine 2nd puu-
fence, with every other calamity, are as much under
his dirc&tion as ever, and are inflied for the faine
rcafon. 8w brings down divine judgments upan
wicked nations mow as truly as it did upon the tnha-
bitants of Canaan, upen Ifrael and Judah, orupon cie
Babyloniars. And it may be concluded, that G-, as
much now as ever, will repent of the good wherewiih
he faid he would benefit a nation, if thev fin and do
evil in his fight. He may indeed bear long with
them; put if they do not repent, he wiil come out
ag.mﬁ thera and trampie thera in his fury.  If they
do not perform the conditicn on which his favor is
fufpended, but calt off his fear and rebel agaiaft his
commands, howewer elevated and profperous their
fituation may once have bgen, hc will iure!y vifit them
with judgments.

The doctrice beng cﬂabhﬂ:.d, fome iaterz(iing.
upprovement may be made. - *

1. If fin will b.ing down the divinquflgmcntumn
3 pation, however clevated and profpzrous their ficva-
tion may ¢nce have been, we learn what our own na-
tion s o expect, except tpeedy repeniance prevent,
viz. the righteous juduzments of hcaven poured out
upon us in thick fucceidion, notwithitanding the iiigh
ftate of elevaiion and profperity to wisich we have
been raifed.  As a nation we huve become very cor-
rupt and wicked in thefight of God ; and tor our fir:
his judgments zre now hmmmr uver us.

When we review the divine condudt towards s,
cfp=cially fince our feparation from our mather covn-
try, we muft conclude that we nave been a pm} le
nighly .favored ot God. He s evidendy {police



3

concerning us ¢ to build und to plant us.”  The li-
berty, peace, and profperity we have enjoved, are
withouta parallel. Whiic we have “heard of wars and
rumcursof wars;’ while Iturope has been drenched
in blood ; wiile deftruction upon deftruction h:staken
place anmiong the nations of the earth, we have been
cmmcmnyfavorﬂd with order and tranquility. Though
at times we have been furrounded with danger ; and
though individuals have fuffered from the contcndmo
powers of the eaft, our fituation, as a pcoplc, has been
truly eligit'e.
~ Whether our liberties and privileges be contmucd
Of not, it is certain that we bave been raifed to a high
degree of eminence, profperity and hapyinefs.

Through he goodnefs of our beneficent Crea or,
our iadeperdence was not only declar=d, but effe2ed,
“in {pite of the fpirited excrtion of & nun.crous and
powerful enemy: and the fame blefling, fo dearly
bought, has, under hi: prote¢tion and mercy, been
maintained and perpetuated. The liberties and rights

of 1an have been happtly fecured to us by our ex-

cellent conftitution., \We have cn;cycd a great degree
of health, plenty 2nd proterity 1n our undcrtakmns.
In many refpeéts, Divine Piovidence has figrally in-
terpofed in our favor. We lave been bleiled with
~a great meafure of Divine protection, forbearance
and care. Gced has delivered us out of the hands of
our enemiss on every fide, and carried us, as it were,
on cagies wings. - ‘

Above all things, wec have enjoyed the invaluable
blcﬁlnvs of the rrofpc} Liberty of confcience has
been ;,,ranud tu us, with huMErous opportunitics to
hear the word difpenfed, zid to improve in religious
and vieful knowledge s and the church of the hvmg
Ged has been eftablificd and wrde eminznily to prof-
per 1n our bordess. |

But what returns have we made {or thele benefits?
Tovhoemhave we p.ud our acknowledgzments? Some,
it is hoped, have given glory to the J.o d of all hofts—
the Author of &l good ; and have nmde ¢ mention,
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that his nante 15 exalted ” Buat alns Y 1tis to be foared
that chis numberis but fm2ll. Have not ti:e mulii-
tude forgotien the God of their mercies, an lived in
rebellion againft him 2 And have we not reafon to
fear that heavy judgments are fhoruy to ke peoured
out upon the land ? Have we not provoked G-d to
repent of the good wherewith he faid he would bene-
fit us ?

Let the fubjet be cinfely applied.  Permit me to
“enumerate fome of the crying lins of the land, whisi
will affuredly bring down the judgments of God, ex-
cepe a thotough repentance prevent.  Let me begin
with the fins of ingratitude, pride, and vain glorying.
" Thefe are awfully prevalent.  To whom do moft feel
themfelves indebted for the liberties and privileges
they enjoy? To God? WNay; but to our ftatefmen,
our officers and vurarmies.  Multitudes apypear to re-
alize no higher power than that of men, in rhe deli-
verance and falvation wrought in our favoer. They
think their debt of gratitude 1s difcharged, when they
have given honor unto men, or taken it t» themiclves.
Encomiums arc Javithed npon the intruments of our
freedom and profperity, while the God in whiofe hand
our breath is, is not glorified. What vile ingratitude
- this ! what expreflions of pride and arrogence!-

It is by no means improper to give due honor unte
ren.  We are coubtleis indebeed to the inftrumenss,
by which our liberties and privileges were procured .
their wifdom, their love of liberiy, their prompticude,
their courage and perfeverance, were truly admirable.
Let their memory be ever held dear by us and our
children. |

But fhall we ftop when we have paid our com)lia
ments to fhefe sufruments? Nay, there is a highe:
power to be acknowledged.  Let not the affertion be
ungrateful to you, that it was God who eftabiifhed our
independence, and crowned us with vitery and 4o«
nor; and that to him the glory 1s fupremcly dues
The want of a feeling fenic and acknovwledzawent of
this, is vile ingratitude---a fin, for which tiic 1and mud

(
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yepeat, of mourn, It is greatly to be ladiented dhins
the hand which has beflowed fuch peculiar favors
upon us, fhould be fo generally forgotien, that the
~benencent author of our civil and religious privileges;
fhould be fo bafely negle@ed and defpifed.  Can we
be fecure while this dif {pofivion and praéhm, remaln !
Can we rationally look for profperity, while we walk
in the ways of pride and vain glorying ? Certinly not
The md'rc of th= earth will “bc avenged on fuch a
nation” in due time.

Another crying fin is that of infemperance. This
vice has become very prevalent, and appears to be
daily mcrcaﬁn.r. Perfons of almoft every c‘cfuapnon
are overtaken “and undone by it:  Such an abuje of
fpirituous liquors muit be highly proveking to a holy
God When, therefore, we fee fuch hords of drunk-

ards, and b"hoid thun increafing in numbers and
ﬁlth, 1S thcrL not cauje of alarm (m the ﬁfnty of our
country.’ | ~

Befides 1 xntempcrancc the prevalence of profanity
affords juft occalion of alarm.  The number of pro-
fane fwearers in the land is immenfe. In almoft every
diretion the ear 1s faluted with profane oaths and
curfes.  Surely, < the Lord will not hold him guilt«
lefs that takuth bis name in vain.’ ‘

The profonaticn cof the fadbath is alfo an aboundmr‘r
and ageravared fin,  This holy and prccxous infliou-
tion 15, by mulutudes, tramp!c-d under foot:  Inthe
face of politive commam., they purfue their worldly
avocaticns, Iports and recreations on this duy.  The
anger of God, therefore, can but be, hereby, increafed,
The profanation of thc fabbath was ore of the fins
which brougb* vrath upun ancient ifracl: and 1t
is one for which wrain wxll be pourcd out upon
ths lana. -

We may alfo coumerate the fins of back biting,
lyieg, anvxovimm,l U"hcc and oppreflion, as alarm-
ng and growing evile, The banefu) influence of thefe
vices is cvmvndy extended, Thao deferipticn in Ho-
fia 1s, ina great me amxc-, applicabiz to our land
« Plear she word of thr .ot rd, ye children of Ifracl
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for the Lord hath a controverfy with the inhhisanr,
of the land, becaufe there is no truch, nor meicy. nor
knowledge of God in the land. By Bwearing, «nd
lying, and killing, and ftealing, and commifting adul-
tery, they break out, and blood toucheth bioo:d: there-
fore fhall the land miowrn.”  When fuch lniguicies
abound, it is time to expe@® judgments. ] |

To this catalogue we may fubjoin the fins of envy,
ftrife, covetoufnefs, earthly - mindednets, urcharitable-
nefs, and unmercifulnels.  Infideliry ali";, hypeerify,
and here.y, of various kinds, abound ; together with
much untaithfulre(s in parents, and dif -bedience in
chiidren ; undue dependance cn arms of fleth, revel-
ing and idolatry. Some may be furprifed to Lear of
idolatry being pructifed;” but the land is full ot it.
Fafhions, chara&ers, poficflions, titles and pleafures,
are all regarded more than God, and cuniequin.ly be-
come idols. | .

_To complete this {ad detail, the multitudes are £l
of impenitence and unbelief.  'The Gofpel and e
Chrifhian minittry, are treated with great indcent n
and difretpect.  The calls of mercy are awfully di
regarded, and the hearts of moft are hardened agu.ft
Gud. Can fuch a nation profper?

It is allowed, that there are exceptinns to this ge-
neral corruption. There are fome who aré righreous,
and in favor with God; and, for whofe fake, Lus
judgments are withheld from being poured cut upon
the wicked, Neverthelefs, when corruption have be-
come fo genial; when the enormities of vice are fo
extenfively pradtifed, there s reafon to expedt calamis
ty will fhortiy come, except a reformatin prevent,

A people may become fo corrupt, that God will ng
fpare them, though there be eminently righteous per-
fons in the midlt of them. This idea s clearly cx-
preficd in Ezckiel xiv 18, 14, ¢ Son of man, when
the land finneth againft me by trefpafling giievo:fly,
then vill I fteetch out my hand upon ity and will break
the ftaff of the bread thercof, and wiil fend famine
upon it, and will cut off néan and beat from i, Tuo'



1%
hefe three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job were in'ic,
they thould denves but their own fouls by theirighs
teouinefs, faith the Lord God.” Nntwulutandl.wr
thﬂcf’uxc, theve dre ptous and virtunus charaQters |
amongft us, we have reafon to expect judgments will
~be p .ued out upon the land for the gruu corruption
and wickednels of it,  He who 1s capable of difcern-
ing the figns of the times, cannot but be apprehen-
five tlmt we are falt ripening for calamity. From
the manner in which God has dealt with other finful
nations, we cannot rationally expect to efcape the rod,
without a thorsugh reformation.  Without repenta
ance we msy cw-*ct blatting, mxldew, drought, fa-
minc, waufting ficki.efs, lofs of liberty, war, and blovd-
thed, with a complicatic n of other judgments.
Thele are no imaginary cvils. They will fufely
come, if eur fin and impenitence remain,  1f we turn
“not trm dur evil ways, it may be relied on, that God
witl repent of the good wherewith he fuid he would
benctitus. And r.houcrh he has favored us above any
of the o'her nzuons, hc will te:n his hand againft us;
take away our inde; cndgnu’ and hiberty ; caufe us te
groan under the crucl hand of oppreflion, ; and con-
fume vs with war, confuﬁon, a d perplexity, We
- new fee that his hand is firetched out.  We are fur-
rounded with denger on every fide ; and, before long,
it may be ex gc&r‘d that the curfe will fall upon -us,
God calls, and warns, and threatens, and walts; but
his forbesrance will not always lalt.  As his patience
and long {uffering are but litde regarded ; as the mul-
titude 1till go on ro do evil, it may be cxpeéted that
the day of calatmty 1s at hand, and that the things
which are cnming upon the land make hafte,
It is highly pmbable that, to” fome of you, thefe
heavy tidings are uncxpelled and offenfive.  You
magine there 15 RO danbcr and that we fhall Ll dwell
i L.h.l./. You bealt, that our foil is fruitful, our cli-
piate heaithy, and our pupul.mwn preat; our re-
fources nm wrous, cur conltitution che happieft in the
wedd, sptoeur Wniqmﬂ and  valor the mofl tricd

-
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and genuine, That we have ftrength ro cope
with any eaemy, and, cenlequertiv, necd not be
alarmed.  But what ground of fatety 15 here, 1t G
be not on our fide ?  Whit isall this Lionr truthing and
‘glorying in the creature, inan arwm of fign, winci is
one of the muny things which have buen Hated as
grounds of alarm?

: That we have become a great people, and that we .
inherit an exceeding giod land, is not denied; but
what {ccurity is hereby afforded, if we have provoked
Jehovah to cut u: off ¢ What can we do with an ene-
my, whom he may raife up to fubjugate and deliroy
us ?  There is, indeed, no power on earth which we
need to dread, as juch., T here is Little to fear from
‘the forces of England or France, or any other power,
Simply confidered ; but there is great reafon to be ala:m-
ed at our fins. On account of our fins, we may ju .ly
fear the Lord of hofts will riife up frme adverfary
'to lay us waite ; and then, ¢ five el chafe an hun-
dred, and an hundred fhall put ten thouland
to flicht.” Yes, my hcarers, fin, the procurer of
expected calamities, is in the midt of us, and is the
banc of our peace, |

Ye drunkards, profane fwearers, and {fabbath break.

ers; ye violators of truth, difhoneft dealers, fornica-
"tors and adulcerers 5 ye fons of pride, arrogance, ang
vain glory; ye lovers of pleafure more than lovers
of God; ye infidels, heretics, hypocrites, defpifcrs
of that which 1s guod, and unbelievers of every clifs;
ye ftrangers to gretitude, kolineis and vi-rue ; _ye that
calt off the fear of Gud, and put tar avay he evil
day, and truft in an ermot fleih; ye e shzy, wad
are going to bring down the writh o1 Gd upon the
land! 2eae the plouers, the intiruments of run
upon a nation ! You may n.w tlatier yourfelves thag
you fhall have peace, though you < walk after the
imagination of your wicked heart.”  But, ¢ be fuie
your fin will find youout.” Except y:urcepent,y u
will be overtaken with judgments, aid finally de-
R royed without remedy. ‘
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¢ I fin will bring down the Divine judgment,
w2 pation, however elevated ana profperous thei
fi uavion may ence have been; and would we, in this
Lind, be in the vy of fafety and happinels, we muid
tore from in, aed vbey the Lord our Ghd. Wemay
view cu lelves as addrefied in the followi: g pafiage:
“ Return thou hlackfliding vael, fai.hthe Lord, and
I il not caufe imne anger to f2ll upon you.” [k
highly cot.ceins us alfo to take heed to another feiip-
ture exh: rtatinn,  *¢ Ler the wicked forfake his way,
and the uvnnghrecus man his theughts, and let him
retrn unto the lord, and he will have mercy on him,
~and unto our God, for he wili abundarily pardon.”
1t ¢ verfes immediately preceding the text are lixe-
“wife in point: ¢ At what inttant  thall fpeak con-
ctin ng a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to'pluck
up, 2nd to puli down, and o deftry it if that na-
tion, againft whom I have pronounced, turn from
thei. evil, I will repent of the evil that § thought to
do unto them.” Notwithftanding, thereiore, the dan-
per to whicn cur fins have ex'p-;frd u, :f we would
repent of cur evil ways, and retuen to tie lord, there
would fiil* be hope in our cafe.  We might fhll ex-
peet the divine proteétion and favor woud be exer-
cifed rowards us.  Bur we cannot have reafon to 1ok
for fafety ard profperity on any other ground. It is
“ ngiwecuflnels,” alone which really exalteth 2
n.ion,”’ o
1t vill be proper hrre to notice fome particulars in
that iue of conduet, by purfuing which, we may ex-
pett e divine prote€ion ard blefiing, |
" A very obvions duty incumber t upon us, is that of
the exercife of unfeigied grattude for palt favors,
an i for the prefent forbearance and long fulfering of

God. No people were ever under greater obliga-

ton to tiac [ather of mercies.  As e have beenex-
alted to Feaven, in point of privilege ; s the divine
bounty has been 2ftonifhingly fpent upon us; as the
divin concu& towards our land, cver fince it was Arft
peopicd by the Englith, has been almoft as remarks

"
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wble, as 1t was towards Ifrael, bothin theirdiliverince
from Egyptian bondaze, and their funiequenst preter-
vation and profperity ; ic highly concerns us toictuon
the fincereft graticede for (uch uamerited favers, It
behoovesus to revive this much-negie sted duty, and,
on a review of God’s care, proteétion, and mercy to-
wards us, to give himthe olory due to his name.

Bnother very obvious and weighty duty, is that of
humility a..Jd {elf abalement for fin.  Under the re-
ception of Divine favors, we have made but pour re-
turns.” Like Jerufalem, we have ¢ waxen fat and
kicked.”  Alimoit every fpecies of vice is practifed
in the land, as has been obferved. For this great
corruptinn and wickednefs, it concerns us to be huin-
ble and abafed before Gad.  There is a peculiar cail
fr the exerciie of fuch a temper at this time, when
the land is gripering for ruin, and when the Divine
judgments are hanging over us. ~

It is alfo of great importance that we fhould be
brought off from all dependence on the creature, to
rely wholly upon God for fofety and itrenyth. God
calls to us, as in the prophet; ¢ Let not the wife man
glory in hus wifitlom; neither let the mighty man g'ory
in his might; let not the rich man glory in his ricuces;
but let him that glorieth, glory in this that he under-
ftandeth, and knoweth me.”” [t concerns us alfo to
feel the force of the follewing paflige: ¢« Thercis o
king faved by the multitudes of an hoft: a michty
man is not delivered by much ftrengrth.  An horleis
a vain thing for fafety ; neither thail he deliver any
by his great ftrength.”” It i« infinitelv unfafe to trutt
in the cieature, and to glory in worldly greatnefs ; and
it is aw{ully provoking in the fight of God. The
offerfive and dangerous return of this temper and
conduct, has been made to appear 1n the fearful ex-
amples of Bubylor, Tyre, Jerufalera, and many other
orce fhhwrifhing and populcus nadons and cities, It
is much to be Jumented that this evil is fo prevalent
in our owvn land. Would we be fife and pr fperous,

it mult be forfaken.  For the divipe deaunciagon i3
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{ti" in force: ¢« Curfed be the man that trufteth i
n.an, and maketh flefh his arm, and whele heart de-
parteth frem the Lotd.” This propenfity todepeend
on human aid, muft be given up, and a firm rehance
on God for refuge and firength, mufl pofitis our
minds, or our ﬁfuy peace and advancen ent cannot
be fecured. This will not preclude the neceffiy of -
improving all proper means of defence and protpe-
rity, Means are to be ufed; though we are not o
rely merely upon them. Our fupwnc dcpcndtncc
muft be upen ‘God. To him muit we leok, by fer-
vent and importunate praye, fur {afe.y and mip

" Avother duty, higniy nccefliry to the fecurity and
advanccmcnt of our naticn, 1s that of c!c”mg m:en -
of integrity and uprightnets to the public ofi es cfithe
governmert. It is much to be regretted, that o lit-
tle refpedt 1s had to this fubject by elebtors,  If lefs
attention were paid to the p.ricular poliical views
of candidates for «ffice, and more to th= real uprigic
nefs and integrity of thclr chara&crq, we fhould en-
joy a much becter aiid fafer adiniriftiation.  I'he ad-
vancement of unpri; ‘»Uplt‘d and wicked men to fice,
1s of dangerous tendency.  The tacred proverb ol
ever hold true, © When the wicked beareth rule, e
people mourn.”  Again 1t 1s written, “ The wicked
walk on ev ry fide when the vilelt men are exalied
Whoever reads with atwencion, the feriprure hiftory
of I'rael and Judah, cannot but be fenfible, that wick-
ed rulers greatly endanger the liberties, fafety, and
profperity of a nation. In an eleélive government, -
like ours, it argues a great defect and want of faith-
fulnefs in the pcopk , if men of k:own vi. i us charace
ters are put into ofiice. When the people advance
furh chara&ers to bear ruvle over them, their conduct
is excecdingly offenfive in the fight otheaven, It is
highly important that we e uid be ap prized of this
evil; and, if we would be inthe way ot profperity and
fafety, that we fhould endeavor to felect virmous an
upright chaizcters to fill the pubtic offi-¢s, and th. 13
We fhould Avc our iu’ndbﬁa tor no o:hu. Undcs
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the admini fration of'fuc ) men, We ' g:ht reafonably
b pe for the Divine bleffing,

Itisalfo of indiipenfable importance that we r-{pet
the infticutions of'tht Golpel. The Chrittian minif-
try, the holy fabbach, wond and worthip of God, rnuft
be attentively xegardcd, an'l the Lord Jefus Chnﬁ.
muft be cmbmccd by a truc and living faith, An
“lmprovement of our religihus pnvﬂcue;, 15 a duty of
the bigheit magnitade. We cannot be a nation, ap-
provcd ‘of Gorl except we fubmit to his Sun, whom
he hath exaited at his right hand  If ‘we live in un-
‘belief, and ““ n:gle&t fo great falvation,” we cannot
* avold his dlfplcafuze.

In fine, we are called to the exercife ofcvcry Chrif-
tian grace, and to the pra&ice of every moral virtue,
I‘urfakma all the {ins which have been enumerated,
- we mult bechme a {trictly upright, holy, and obcdxem:
people. Then fhall we enjoy thc Divine proteétion
and mercy. Bietfings fimilar o thofe pro'm{'ed to
~Ifraelin the xxvil chap of Deuteronomy, will come
uion us: « And it fhall come to pafs, if thou fhale
hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy
" God, to oblerve and to do all his commandments
-~ which T command thee this day ; that the Lord thy
- God ‘will fer thee on high above all nations of the
earth. And all thefe bicflings fhall come on thee
arid overtake thee. Bleffed fhale thou be in the city,
“and blefled fhalt thou be in the field ; bleffed thall be
.~ the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and
the fruit of thy cattle, the jncreafe of thy kine, and,
the flocks of thy theep, DBlefied fhall be thy bafket
and thy ftore. Blefled fhalc thou be when thou comeft
in, and blefled fhalt thou be when thou goclt out.
‘L he Lord fhall caufe thine enemies, that rife up againit
thee, to be fmitten before thy face: they fhall come
out aguin{t thee one way, and flee feven ways before

| ‘tth.”

. T'hus we have good and evil, life and death fer be-
bcforc us ; and 1t is of high concern to us to make a
wife xmprovcmcmof thefe admonitions and inttruce
tions, Will it be Iaxd by any, thar thev are needlals




13

ey ili-timed © Who but the blind an "'mmﬁvnt Citi
idiige a thought of this nature 2 1o is h"n!v pro-
bable forme womd have been beteer fuited with an ad -
drefs which would have cherifhed fuch a fpuit as Ne-
buchadnezer pofleficd, when he walked in the pa-
lace of the lmn( lom of Bubylon, and faid, s not
this great fob\lun thet ] have built, for z.!u houfe of
the Kin gdom, by the might of my power, and for the
henor ufmy majeity ? But it was not the defign of
this difcourfe to flatter the pride of man, Knowingly
to fofter a fpint which takes the honor from God, and
gives it unto men, would be a crimz of crimf{on hue,
Ratherlet him who muft anfwer for the blood of fouls,
if neglected and unwarned, appear a reprover of fin,
and an inculcator of that ()delchc, without which we
canpot be preiperous and happy And let one and alj
~ feel theimportance of ftr* Yty attending to thefe things,
Will you lay them to heart? Will you ceafe from’
evil, and learn to do well? Or are ycu refolved to
walk in the ways of difubedience ? If this be the de~
termination of any of you, you muft abide the confe-.
quences. Ifany of you harden your necks under re- .
proof; if you indulge in profancncfs, mtcmpcrana
and difhonefty ; if you abufe this day by rioting and
debauchery, and walk in the imagination of)our evil
heart, you are folemaly warned to pr:pare tomeet a
fin-hating and fin-punifhing God Be affured the
end will be bitter. |
But if any cf you feel the weight of thefz things; if
you realize the dolcful cﬁ'z.&s of fin; if you have
hearts to rep:nt and turn to God ; if you are rafoived
~upon a life of new cbedience ; you may ke Lol of
comfort. The Lord will be your refiae and defence,
May we all fecl the force of irfirefiivg and repr: )of
improve this occafion for e fioaer ¢f (3()“, ~nd ¢ 7
own gooc‘, condudt with the sttt order; exerc
a {pitit of unf"lmxcd thankfuines and bhumwility; be
enabled to pray fov our ovi peace and that of our na-
tion; and fmal]y be brougint to the full and everlafling
f n}f)ym'*nt of God, turouen Jedus Chift gur Lord,
THUE LWD,
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