AN ORATION,

PELIVERED AT THE VILLAGE OF OXFORD, IN
THE COUNTY OF CHENANGO, AND
STATE OF NEW-YORK,

On the 4th of July, 1809,
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The Committee appointed by the Republicans of the
town of Oxford, to make Arrangements for the Celebra-
tion of ‘the Thirty-third Anniverfary of American Inde-
pendence~Prefent their thanks toc the Rev. JOHN
CAMP, for the truly independent and patriotic Oration,
delivered in this Village, to a large concourfe of people

affembled for that purpofe, and requeff a gopy for the
Prefs,

Samuel Balcom,
Jonathan Baldwin,
Ethan Pier,
Nehemiah Smith, -
Isaac Sherwood,

Commuttee of Arrangement,



~ AN ORATION, &e.

cnafiiieecy

AT what moment we refle&, from the valley we
now tread—on the mountain of our elevated ftation
among beings through the univerfe of God ;—but ef-
pecially our national profperity and grandeur—in high
exultation our bofoins {well, from the profpecs of the
fucure rifing glories of this new born, and moft favored
empire.—From that important era; when the decla-
ration was firft made of our independence, we may
date all national profperity and greatnefs. The ora-
tors of this day I find, Lave generally trod in onc beat-
en pa‘h, viz. to eulogize the piety and zeal of our
venerable anceftors ; the caufe of their emigration to
this country—their toils and blood—the manner and
caufe of the revolution—the horrors of the war—the
barbarity and cruelty of the Britifh nation—the glori-
ous achievements of thofe worthies, both of ftate and in
the fiald of battle ; who at the ritk of their lives,
boldly ftood forth in their country’s caufe—aad the
joyful triumphs of our independence and liberty, to-
gether with high piaudits of our moft excellent form
of government, |

From this beaten track, I defign in fome meafure to
deviate, Venerable as our anceftors were—bo!d, and
painful as their toils may have been—bloody and cruel
as the Britifh nation were—horrible and diftrefling, as
the war was—noble and glorious as our leaders, and
heroic foldiers were—precious as our independence
and liberty is—vaft as our future profpeéts of profperi-
ty and srandeur are ; yet by circumferibing all .hefe
auguft fubje@s into a-conftant famenefs of method, and
ftill they do not gai attention. Even the facred words
of independence and liberty loofe their energy. There
1s, however, the ftriCtelt propricty we recognize, and
caft an aftonithed watery eye on thefe angutt fubjects,
which develope a chain of amazing Providence, and
of deep councils of the Great Supreme.
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Lopped from the general ftock, the bow takes d.
yoot ; 1s now become a goodly tree, whole fire nylh
furpafles the fturdy oak—All the tornados of war can-
not f{hake it ; the bows thereof {pread forth from the
Esaftern to the Weftern aceans. This is heaven’s

lanting—our goodly land is given from above--the
oft H1 h divides to the pations their inheritance.—-
By ]ehovah s decree we were difmembered from the
mother country ; that there may be one nation of the
earth to_enjoy, liberty, peace and profperity, through
the tragical reign of Bonaparte, whom God hath raifed
up for fome great and noble purpoles—he has alrendy
unfhackled the minds of all Lumpe, from their long
bigotry and fuperftition ; he has broken the Pope’s
"head, and put down his authority and influence; na
one will now deign to kifs his feet. The holy in-
quifition of Spain is no more ; and how will the dif-
heartened Auftrians ftand before his veterans! and it
we had the {pirit cf prophefy, might we not fay, thatit
is highly probable, that the L'urkifh power in Europe
and Afia, muft {fubmit to his fceptre; and fo he be the
inftrument of drying up the waters of myftical Euphra-
tes, that ihe way for the people of the Eaft may be
prepared, to embrace the fceptre of the great Emma-
nuel! Doubtlefs we live in a period big with great eveuts
—This digreflion is dropped = we now return to our
ocwn happy land. Qur councils and armies were guided
by the inipiration of the Almighty, til] the work was
finilhed—that now wge are a frce, independent and
foycreign people. This was puichafed by the naoble
blood of many republican citizens. W asHINGTON's
lamp continyed to blaze after prace was reltored, whofe
worthy name fhall for ever find a place in all compofi-
tions of this nature. In procuring the frcedom of the
United States, our Mofes and Aaign were in unifon—:
The fage ftatefinan bowed the knée, in humble depen-
: dence on Divine Providence, while the {plendid cano-
y of the facred desk, echacd the fervent prayers of
.the venerable clergy. The do&rine of an univerfal
~oyidence was readily received ; as our fafeguard and
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prwark of our Zion, our truft was in the immenfity of
chat Being, whole fuperintendence is over all; and our
acknowledged dependence was upon the unfeen author
of our exiflence. and the giver of every biefling. The
wheels of providence are now moving, guided by an
omnifcient eye and an unerring hand.

Thus we have bidden farewel to Old England, whom
we did once love, and in whofe greatnefs we did once
glory, and for whofe fovereign we did fervently pray :
I remember the words commonly made ufe of by the
venerable clergv for the king, which is as follows—e
“* We befeech thee, O God, to blefs our fovereign lord
the king George the third, and our moft gracious queen
Charlotte, George prince of Wales, the princefs dow-
ager of Wales, and all the royal family, and fo replen-

‘ifh their hearts with every divine grace and virtue, that

our king may be_a nurfing father, and our queen a
nurfing mother to our Briti(h Ifrael ; and may we never
want a man from that illuftrious houfe of Hanover, to
fway the Britifh fceptre so long as fun and moon fhall
endure.” » |
_The theory of political fubjects, and the primary
principles of a'well organized civil government will not
be expected from me. It is not my employ—I have
fomething more noble in which I glory, an ambatfador
to the whole world, from heaven’s high court, Statef
mcen, high in civil and political (cience, dignified in
power, perform this important part=-from the national
government, that fource of wifdom and power we de.
rive full inftru@ion., Thus favored and enlightened, |
find the nation to be ftatefmen, and every individual
of both fexes is an accamplifhed divine. Heaven be
blefled for this! I fuy with Motes, would to God all
the Lord’s people were prophets ! .
. As I {aid before, the chariot of divine providence is
in fwift motion ; 'gonquefls great and deep; difcordant
things, in their time and order, triumphs. In America,
liberty rears a majoflic head ; the frown of her brow
cqnfoqnds tyrants. Ncver was the dominion of em-
pire difputed as at the prefent day. Who is.the trys
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patriot, who loves his country unto the death? Alas,
what felfithnefs ! what party {pirit | what thirft for do-
mination ! where is the blaze of ’7G? is it in the bofom
of Columbia’s fons? where is the political fire, which
once you might behold heaving againft the ftorm—
raifing barriers againft the fleod, the {welling tempeft
of oriental vengeance. This political fire, like the
furnace of Nebuchadrezzar, reccived feven degrees of
heat above the common ftand, at Lexington and Bun-
ker-bill. It was not diminified through eight years of
common firuggle ; it cemented the citizens into one
band of brothers—the uncitt:nguifhable fire of heathen
oracles, was emblematical ot tuis political fire ; fo were
the continual barning lamps in the temple of God at
~ Jerufalem.—This fire therefore thould never be extin-
guithed. It was this fire that moved thofe choice con-
genial fouls, who caufed the declaration of indepen-
dence to be proclaimed throughout our land, to unite
with each other in pledged faith, equally to fhare in
whatever confequences or events fhould take place,
whether life or death, to the 1aft of their trealure, and
drop of their blond. It was this that matured the pre-
parations, and ripened our iand for freedom, profperity
and greatnefs. - It led Wathington, and other worthies
to glory ; it animates every virtuous citizen, and is the
fource of political happineis. Upon the glow of this
continued fire, depends the prefervation of our inde.
pendence—it becomes therefore, every one, to be as
zealous in perpetuating this, as they were ip obtaining
it. Of what benefit is al} that heaven and earth has
done for us, if not preferved? This fire will prevent a
party fpirit, preferve our union, and perpetuate our.moft
excellent conftitution. On this; under God, depends
our future profperity and greatnefs. It is fuitable we
here briefly offer, jome reatons for celebrating this day.
On a brighier and more glorinus day in a political view,
the fun never fhone. A nation is born and ufnered into
its firit indepen lent Jight. The dear babe was furioudly
petiecated, it wept aloud. It wa: {taght to be devour-
ed, and its precious life taken. Grievous wolyes, the
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avages of the wilderne{s were {et about it. The fierce
bulls of Bathan rufhed onit. Lord North gave up,
and the South did not keep back. The fea roared and
was tempeftuous. The ocean bellowed with the loud
thunders of cannon. The earth thook and trembled,
the babe cried to heaven, and was heared, and taken
under the prote&ion of the Great Supreme, whofe
frowns blaited every effort of the enemies, difpofed
them to give over their enterprize, and yield to peace.
The fea was then calm, and the ocean ceafed to rage ;
the horrid bellowings of Mount Etna were heard no
more, ot Veluvius any longer continue to {pit her waved
vollies of liquid fiery lava, and the earth returned to
its antient regular motion. Iirael commemmorated
her freedom from the Egyptian bondage, by an annual
paflfover. This is the political paffover of America.—
The fun in the firmament of heaven ftill continues to
emit effulgent rays upon our renowned, and moft fa-
vored nation. The day then, and the fubject before
us, muft engage the attention of every mind, fufcepti-
ble of religious or pblitical impreffions. Lately we were
alarmed with the fears of a moft deftructive war. The
cloud grew dark and angry, but now the cloud has
gone over, the darknefs difappears, and the bright {un
of peace illuminates our blefled land. Citizens of every
defcription are elated, and the whole land puts on a
fmiling afpect. The adminiftration of Prefident Madi-
fon is commenced to the great fatisfaction of the nation,
and we pray, that now all malignant party fpirit may
fubfide, and that his career may be continued, and
completed with glory. Poflefling thefe bright prof-
pecls, fellow-citizens, we are not invited, on this joyful
day, to behold the contentions of belligerent powers,
or the calamities of war, only with pity ; you are not
prefented with the dreadful confequences produced by
the rage of mortal enemies, nor of fubjets oppretled
by tyrannical power. You are not called on, with a
dejeCled countenance to view, but few of thafz national
evils, which render all mortal enjoyments of fo little
value.  Neither are you forced to mourn over moral
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evil, or human depravity, as heretofore. Infidelty is
athamed to lift up its deformed head, faith 1 the fa-
cied feriptures, hope in the profpect of immortality,
and univerfal charity is gaining ground, to us the noife
of a boifterous world 1s hufhed, nature’s horizon is clear
of hoirific elouds, our fun rifes in his glorious fplendor.
Ye are now invited to focial blifs, and to partake in
common with the millions of America, who now with
awful veneration, and hearts elevated, afcribe praife to
God.

Ye now will, my brethren, rejoice in our freedom
and mdependence How we glory in being Americans !
Our ot caft, in our prefent mode of exiftence, in a land
by heaven favored; producing every neceflary, and al-
moft every tuxury of life. Let me fay it, fome have
not been fully fatisfied in former admmiftrations of
cur national head; let all this pafs—we now every one
run to our feveral cmployments with cheerfulnefs.

- Above all, on every feftive day we are bound to re.
cognize our {piritu2i privileges. Fheology is a celef-
tial fcience, the magnitude of thofe blefflings therein
contained, infinitely excels all nataral enjoyments. —.
The natural day is opeced by the fun’s rifing in the
Eaft. In like manner the bright morning ot the gofpel
is ufhered in by the blefled Emmanuel, the Sun of
Righteoufnefs, burfting from the rock, his guarded
vault. Blazes thro the univerfe, to this world is given
an incarnate God. The chuich of the firft born la.
bors ; her travails are regular ; the ipiritual {un is ufh-
cred into light, by the introduion of the prince of
peace. Theancient fplendors.in the teftimony ot faithful
witnefles, by the holy {ptrit on the hearts and confcien-
ces of men. It coft the Jews the firength of ali her
antient promifes, the import of'®'l her typesand figures,
her urim and thammim. ‘Fhefe fhail, like a mineral
rod, traverle again in Zion’s hands, when the fulnefs of
the Gentiles fhall have ccme in—the Fews be gathered,
and there be one Shepherd and onz theepfold, and the
~ whole world in union return, and come to Mount Zi-

on, and fongs and everla "cmrr joy be on their heads,«=
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Vaft are the profpe@s of futurity. The gofpel deve.
lopes all that rcafon ard philofophy ditates, and be-
yond that, our exiftence in the next world; from
Mount Hor we exult, from the top of Nebo we leap.
Lo he cometh leaping on the mountains, and skipping
on the hills, deep from the centre iflands emerge ; buc
every ifland, hill and mountain, earth and fea {hall flee
away at the found of the laft trump. Thus he comes
—the day is great ; what is developed of Zion’s glory,
her ancient -{plendor, the effuigence of the new Jeru-
falem, which St. John in vifion, faw afcending fromx
God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for
her hufband ; all natural greatnefs is merely preparatory
foc moral fplendor, which eftablifhes grace, truth, rec-
titude, freedom, peace and philanthropy, and the deep-
er our 1efearches the more infpiration we receive, and
the more we fee and feel a fymmetry all around us.—
That in the end all may know what is the hope of their
calling, and the fellowihip of the myftery, which from
the beginning of the world hath been hid in the bofom
of the Father—That now unto principalities and pow-
ers i heavenly places, may be known the manifold wif-
d m of God and the unfearchable riches of Chrift ; we
therefore being moft deeply interefted, thould ever keep
this unutterably wife and glorious eternal grace, in a
comprehenfive enlightened view. The gofpel is our
magna charta from heaven; it is our federal conftitu-
tion, confolidating heaven and earth together, and
opening a confpicuous way for divine communication
and intercourfe, and for focial blifs, made one in
Chrift and each other, not only for time but for eter-
nity. Herein is enforced your law of purity and love
—the golden rule, to do to others as we would have
them do tous. Here peace is recommended in all its
honors, content of {pirit, meeknefs, fobriety, and a
ftri&t abftinence from all excefs, unwearied diligence in
bufinefs, a feeling heart, and a telieving hand, what
room is there then for the leaft difcord ?

_ Before we clofe, we do well to enquire, how we have
tnproved thefe our mott precious privileges, Muft we

. Y L e N
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not cover our faces in humble proftration before God,
for our great abufe of them, and for cur high igrati-
tude ? how have we run into parties, to the contufion
of the ftate ? Remember union is important! Remem-
ber ye are Americans, ye are brethren! be ye there-
fore one. Praife ye the Lord ; blefs his name : Praife
ye him, and magnify him for ever,

O! may the God of council be our counfellor, the
God of peace ever give us peace. the God of wifdom be
our guide, the God of battle be our defence, and to him
only wife be all honor, glory, might and douiinion, now
and ever. AMEN,



11

v the Fourth of Fly, 1809, about 200 of the republican citi-
O zens of Oxford, «ffembled at the Eagle-Tavern, to celebrate
the giorious event of American Independence. A proceffion
was formed under the direflion of Major Balcom. Marthal of the
day, preceded by mufic, and Capt. Burgot’s company of light in-
fantry, whofe conduft through the day was highly honorable to
the officers and foldiers. After the proceffion had performed ies
marches, the Declaration of Independence was read in an audi-
ble and impreflive manner, by Mr. Simon G. Throsg. The [ore~
going Oration was then delivered by the Rev. Mr. Camp. At 3
o’clock, the company fet down to an excellent dinner, provided
by Mr. Wells, at which Gurdon Hewitt, Esq. prefided, and fohn
[racy. Esq. aéted as Vice-Prefident. After dinuner the following
TO.i1STS were drank, accompanied by mufic, and volliecs of muf<
quetry from Capt. Burgotts company. '

. The 4th of July—The important event, in commemmora«
tion of which, we celebrate this day, is exceeded by none, except
that which happened on the firlt day of the week.

2. The conftitution of the United States—The facred depofi-
tory of our rights, and the cement of cur union ; let its fupport
be fealed with our beft blood, and let the voice of infurreftion
and difmemberment be ne more heard in the land,

3. The memory of Wafhington—~May his wife counfels be
deeply impreffed on every branch of the Amzrican family.

( Drank standing.)

4. John Adans, our former prefident—An honeft man ; may
he not ftay his hand till he has completely unfolded the arifto-
cratical projefls of the Effex junto. (3 cheers.)

5. Thomas Jefferfon—As a patriot and ftatefman, he is fecond
to none who has gone before him ; let thg remembrance of his
virtues, and thofle of Walhington, live and die with each other.
(3 cheers.) ,

6. James Madifon; prefident of the United States—His talents
are equal to the moft {anguine expelations of his conftituents;
let his firmnefs teach his enemies to fear and obey, his friends
to love and fupport him. (3 cheers.)

7. George Clinton, Vice-Prefident—With gratitude we re-
member his patriotifm in obtaining and fupporting our indepen-
dence; with pleafure we hail him as fecond in the nation, (3cheers.

8. The congrefs of the United States—Let the enemies of our
government for ever toaft the minority, ®hile we with pleafure
fupport the majority. (6 cheers.)

9. The Navy of the United States—May it be commenfurate
with the beft interefts of the country, and never be Copenha.
gened by the pirates of Eurepe. (9 cheers.)

19. The Militia of the United States—Let it be well regu.

lated, and be {upported as our Lelt defence againfk foreign enc-
wies and domellic traitorss
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11. The People of the United States—Too intellizent to be
duped Ly foreign or domeflic influence, too jult to invade the
rights of others, and too brave to furrender their own.

13. The governor of the flate of New-York--Patriotic and
independent ; let his alts of juflice filence the calumnies of his
enemies, and fecure the confidence of the iriends of our govern.
ment. (8 cheers.)

13. The lieutenant-governor of the flate of New-York—The
friend and fupporter of his country’s rights. (8 cheers.)

14. Agriculture, Commerce and ManufaQlures—=Dependent
on each other, may they be equally {upported.

15. The mwemory of the heroes, who fought and bled te
obtain our independence.

16. Backfliding republicans—-In the dark you are wandering
from your father’s houfe and are feeding on hufks, we would
welcome your retarn to partake of the fawed calf with your bre-
thren. (9 cheers.)

17. The American Fair.--Let their virtues ftimulate the here
- in their defence ; Iet their fmules crown our bhappinefs in retire-
ment. (3 cheers,)

Volanteers.
By the President. (.ir. Camp having retired.)

The Orator of the day---Let the pure principles of our govern.
ment, he has this day promulgated amongll us be the ralying
puint for all parties to unite upon.

Ly the Vice-President.

May our minds long be impreffed with the purz and noble
fentiments of thofe, who thirty-three years ago dared to duclare
¢ We will be I'ree and Inas pendent.” - '



