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DEAR SIN, . '
THE 'ﬂ% «f Arrangemants for cele-
brating that auspicious day Which proclaimed us  free, nation,
have it its charge from tha Bﬂlﬁ‘hﬁ‘sm Citigens of Qoffstowu,
Bedford and Manchestet, to' fender you theit grateful thank:
for the very ingenious, truly patrictic and well adapted Oratior
delivered on the 4th instmt, abd request a copy of the sagh
‘or the press, | 3
Accept, siry the sssurange of our highest respect,
JAMES PARKER,
ISAAC HUSE, '
JOHN STARK, sux, Commitieel
- WILLIAM HRALL,

Mr, Samuzr B, T. CaLbweELL.
:

P——— , X J" of T
; "
L BEDFORD, JULY T, 1814,
~ SENTLEMEWN, | T
LV An ardegt love uf countryand o wein ats
Yachnieiit to our republican government, inducedme &' pro-
nounceian Oration before yau on the 4th instant ;——thé same
feelings now influence me ta submit a cnpy @ur polite res
quest.  To attempt an evasion would, in meybe unbecoming
and disrespectful. ] thercfore solicit the candid to extend
liberally the mantle of charity over the many and unavsidable
imperfections of a juvenile production. Of the uncandid, 1
can only say their most deadly hate is the greatest encomium
they can bestow. |
I am, gentlemen, with sentiments of esteem,
Yours, &c. |

SAMUZEL B. T. CALDWELL.

Jamzss Parker, Esy.
Jsaac Huae, Esg.
John Stark, jun. Esg.
Doct. Witliam Wallace,
Mr. Wiltiam Hall.
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RISE with difidence, fellow-citizens, to address you
on this glorious oceazion. T'he sllllcndur of the
theme dazzies my foeble powers, and I feel my own
inadequacy to perform, with any degree of perfection,
the arduous task assigned; boasting %n but a com-
mon education and the many imperfe ﬁf,ineidcm to
juvemils apa, ‘wut, in eompliance W#ith “your request,
and relying on your caador, I shall attempt, what i
could wish Ead been couferred upon some one more con-
versunt in the forum, and ot whom flfe. genial rays of

the sun of science have more hountifully shone.
However imperfeet the manner in which I address
you, the subjeci maller will be such as, I trust. I shall
never blush to ewn. 1 have not come forward this day
as the partial eulogizer ofipmnditious despots, nor the
enthusiastio encomiast 4F infuriated monarchs ; thers-
fore you must not anticipate ¢ disscrtation on the nag-
nanimity of the French, nor a frantic eulogy on the
mild, humane and generous forbearanco of the British,
No—I1 come the humble advacate of Independent A-
-nerica., My feehly punegyrie will be for iny mueh in-
jured country—for that conotry which gave me
bii .h----for' that country which not twe-score years
ago oxisted only in embryo. Yes, fellow-Litizens, this
day compleies the thir(y-eighth anniversary of our na-
tion’s birth. Perhaps therois not to be found on the
annals of time @ more splendid era. In vain do we ad-
vert to the records of ancient days—in vain do w.: fol-
low the faithful histerian through all the varying scenes
of human nature, te find its parallel. In vain does the
fruitul mind of man fly on the wings of imagination
to ¢ earih’s remotest hounds,” or pry into the secret re-
cesses of futurity, or glean the visionary fields of fan-
cy, for a more auspicious day, than that we are assem-
bled to commemorate. Could ¥ cull from the literary
garden every flower that has a tendeney to pleasew
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had I all the powers of forceful speeeh. < tho Lold ar.
dor of the Thcban bard, the arousing thunder of tho
patriot Greek, and the soft persuasion of tho-Boman
sage”’—1 should still fall far short of paiating to ynu
the reality of sconus so nobly interesting, A

While other nations nre engnged in eelebrating the
birth of a prince—while they are dograding their being
by their mock rejoicing on the happy marriagze of their
severeign, Jord and king with some high born belle of
‘¢ noble blood ;" while they are rioting on the meno-
rable era which gave them ome despot for anether; we
are .~zaged in the more Jaivdable purpose of celebrat-
ing tho birth of & whole nation; in weleoming the re-
turn of that day which emancipated three nuilions of
human beings from the thraldom of British cupidity —in
rejoicing on the glorious exchange ol fyranuic power
fur the regaling sweets of rationafliherly. Beh 14 the
cont 'asi, yo favored, yec onlightened patriots. and givet
with joy unspeakable, the glarious return of onr na-
tional Jubilec. |

Nations, like iadividuals, ave fullible—they are sub-
jeot te fauils, (w orrors, 1o mperfeetions—they <real-
so exposed to the contagious clouds of superstition. igno-
rance and bigotry. The frequent vevolutions, the in-
eessant changes that are daily taking place in the polic-
ical world, are amply sufficient 1o convince the n:ost
obstinate sceptic of the truth of this position.——¢ In ev-
ery age, inc¢very country, do' we see the natural rise,
advancement, and decline of virtue aud of scicuee” -
we see nations vise and fall in suceession—we #ee reiva-
Jution suceced revolution—we see Empires, Kingdoms
and Republics tossed on the tempestuous ocean of time,
and anen emerge into the unfathomable vortex of etev.
nity.  Like the human system. nations have their fic.
quent changes, from infancy tomanhood, from manhood
to old age—their passions, their blind umbition Jeads
them, ¢ hke the ideot gazing on the brook, (o leap -
stars and fasten in (he mud—at glory grasp,and sink in
safamy.”” ‘The pages of history farnish ample proof
that sueh is the fallibility—such the chiaracter of na-
tions generally, So it was with Greece——so it was
with Rowmce; and it depends on you,my eountrymen, that
it be not so with America, But I cannot harbor the
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degrading thiought tor a moment, that you will be un-
worthy the noble inheritance bequeathed by your
worthy sancestors. 'Fhat we have ambitious design.
ing demagogues among us, we hate reason to fear
=50 it hay been, so it is, end so it will e in all ages
and ia ull nations., Bui heve lier (he con:oling veliee-
tion in this country : they cannot easily sap the found-
ation of the grand edifies that upholds the nation ;
they eannet scize the great chavter of our liberties,
trample it in the dust, and usurp the powers of State
with impunity ! Is preof wanling ¢ Witness the 1spiving
AaroN Burir, whiose nndeoubted taleaty and subtle in-
triguo would have cnubied him to wield the sceptre in
any other country than this, Go farther hack to that
perilous moment, when ouy govermment existed only in
the breasts of a vivtoous and patriotie people 5 see the
diabolical plots generated in the heated brain of the in-
famous Airnold,  Arve stronger proots requived 2 Go re-
cxamine the deeumments of John Hlenvy 5 yo seaveh the
hearts of those Myrmidons now standine ¢« fiptod”’ 10
e nch the reins of government, or to dicmember the Un-
o 3 and you canunot doubt. Buvy and  Arneld have em-
balmed their memories in eterpal infamy ! and if there
are others treading the road that leads te the same pre-
fermeat, their names will remain, hlke the Favptian
mumiiicy, a lasting memento to the latest posterity,
We justly boast, Fellow-Citizens, a povernment ap-
prouashing as pear perfeetion as the evol, delibevate un-
influenced vaind of mian was eapable of devising---Yes,
a country ¢ which proclaims cven to the stranger and
su;ourner, the moment he sets hes foot upen Amertean
carth, that the ground on avhich he treads is holy and
conscerited by the gentus ol natrearsal anoneipation.
Noapatter in what  langwage his deom may Liave been
pronaianced 3 no malter what complexion ncompatible
with freedem, an Indian, or so African sun mayv have
araed upoen bt 3 no matter in what disasteous bat-
ties his liberty may have been cloven down : no matter
with what solemnities he wmuy have  been desoted upon
the altar of slavery @ the moment hie touches Colup-
biu's saered soil, the altar and the ged sinkl togetherin
the dast 5 his soul walks abroad in ey own miajesty ;
hi: body swells beyond the measure of his chains, wiidh
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burst from around him, and he ataads redecmed, regen-
erated, and disenthralled by tho irresistible Genius of
UNIVERSAL BMANOIPATION. %

In such a country, and under such a government,
where justice has obtained a viatory over higotry and
oppression, is thete one man whose heart is not elated
with the ploasing thought ? Tormit me to amswer for
you-—~Not within these walls.

Agreeable to custom on such occasions perkaps yonu
anticipate,thatl shall lead you back into the dark regions
of antiquiiy-—paint te you the perverse obstinacy of the
Istaelites, and the downfall of the Jewish nation--dwell
en the vise, progress, decline, and fall of ancient {Uar-
thage, Greece and Rome ; trace the history of modern
nations through all their various revolutionary changes
—fullow Columbus from Genoa to Kngland, from 1ing-
Innd fo Spain, and thence 1o America ; reeount the
mary hardships and distressing privations of our patri-
otic ancesters, in settling a harren wilderness, peopled
only by the rude untutored Savage—cxamine the causes
of that revolution which emancipated the fairest branch
of Britain ; relate the manner in which it wus eom-
meneed, and the principles upon which it closed j~—
but theve things have been so eften procluimed by the
cloguent orator ; so often painted by the ingenious poet ;
g0 often recorded by the impartial historian, that an
attempt to edify would be fruitless,and the effort vain.

The dying groans of our martyred oitizens, who of-
fered themselves a sacrifice on the altar of freedom ;5 the
bold achievements of our immortal Wushington, Wav-
ren, Mont omery, and others; the flames of our de-
fenceless (cwns and villages, »ising to indignant Heav-
en! the shiicks of our women and ebildren while suf-
fering the cruel tortures of a velentless foe, have ail
been depicted in a strength and subliwity of language
far, very far surpassing my fecblo powers. I must
therefore, solicit your attention, while 1 turn aside from
the tombs of antiquity and the beaten puth of publis
declamation, to wander among the living, and dwell up-
on affairs more recent and of course more hmmediately
inferesting,

gnibir-niie

* Currun,
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Our gevernment has again aﬂmaled to arms, the last
and most reluetent resort of a freo people 3 but prefor-
pble to ¢ UNCGONDITION AL BUBMI¥SION"!! My Geb ! can
Americans hear the threat of ¢ uncondilional submis-
sion’’ and not burp with indignation ! Will they bow the
knee (o Bual 2 will they aguin prostrate themselves in
tho dust before the ¢ sacred Majesty” of Britain ¢ Nov-
er, while there isa crimson drop in your hearts,* nover
will you taeitly suffer an armed foe to breathe your na-
tive air.” On you it depends whether your eountry
stand or full. On your patriotism ; on your virtne ;
on your ununimity depends the salvatien of yeur coun-
try. I repeat,that unantmity is essentially neccasary ;
Not only union of sestiment in support of the constitut-
od authoritics, but an indisselubie union of the diffe

sections of the eountry, setting aside, in the lamguage
of Washington, ¢all loeal discriminations.”” We may
differ in our opinien on thc measures of government ;
we may diller in our opiniens of public men as well as
public meusures ; but is there one in this assembly who
will doubt for u moment our obligation to support and
pespect the constitutional laws of the land ¢ 1 will pre-
sume not. Is there one herc whe will deny the im-
portance of patriotism and virtue to our political sal-
vatien « Not ane. Xs thera one here who will deny the
importanee of union to us as a nation 2 My friends, I
canuot answer for you ; but lest there should be a sol-
itary s yea,” T will produce proof positive that he is
wrong, by appealing to our beloved patriot and father,
Wasnrxnaron. In that invaluable legacy, which ought
to puide us as the star of Bethlehem did the Shkepherds
of old, he emphatigayy states that « the unity of gov-
ernment which . éonstitptes you ene peeple is also now
dear teyou. It is ;justl¥so ; for it is a main pillar in
the edifiee of vouy rgﬁndepgndcnce,thc support of your
tranquility at home,your Mﬁ‘e abroad; of your safety;of
your prosperity; of that very liberty which vou so highly
prize.  Bntas it S48y (o fordsce, that from diffcvent
causes and from dhlsbent quarters, much pains will be
~taken, mauy acgi¥ied .omdployed,  to. weaken in your
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actively (though often covertly and insidiously) direeted,
it is of infinite moment that you should properly estimate
the immense value of your national union, te your col-
lestive and individual hoppiness ;. that you should
cherish a eordianl, habitual, and immovecable attuch-
neat to it, accuitoming yoursalves to think apd speak
of it as of the palladium of your political safety, and
prosperity, watching for i(s presoervation with jealous
anxiety ; diseountenancing whatever may sv ggest even
n suspicion that it ean in any event be abandoned ; and
indignuntly frowning upen the first dawning of every
attempt o alicnate any portion of eur country from the
vest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties whish now link to-
er (he vurious parts.” What stronger proof can be
than the golden maxims of the immortal Wash-
ifgton ! If they arc not sufficient, I will ooly add that
the man who denics them must be his pretended, not
his real disciple. While we revere hi4 precepts eur un-
ion is safe ; but if we depart from them, ¢ the wmain
pillar” is destroyed. Qur ¢¢ t{ranquillity at home ;’ ouv
¢ peace abroad ;" our ¢ safety ;*’ our ¢ prospevity,’” are
gone, to be enjoyed no wore forever.

It hfks becn often urged by ingenious sophists that
Republican Gevernment cannot long exist—thiat thers
is not: virtus enouzh in the people to support it ; if so,
may we not reasonably conciude that eur disunion is
our political sin ; that the very act. of withholding our
aid fromn Goverament will be a departure from the
paths of virtue? Why were the Jews cursed with a
monarchy { Because they murmured and were diseon-
tented with their vepublican forms. If thesefore liko
the Jews we murmur at out lot—ave discontented with

ar government, and refuse to lend it our united sup-
port, how can we expeet to save it from ruin 7 how ean
w7e appeal (o heaven for proteotion, when we refuse
that protection hecaven has given us? But we will not
insult the gued sense of Awericans by suppusing that
their general charaeter 1s so depraved a3 muany have
represented. No, while they possess the means of infor-
mation which now distinguishes our country, we may
rest assured they will never debase themselves go fav
belaw the savage as to sigh for the glittering ensigns of
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Royalty. "Thére must first be a goneral dearth of vip-
tuc 3 overy noble and gencrous sentiment must become
extinet ; the human mind must again be euthralled in
the irep bands of ignorance and superstition, apd Frec-
dom be driven to seek a refuge in the lonely wilderness,
or return (o heavens; from whenee she came, like tho
Tdave to the avk, because she cancot find oneurth where
to rest her Yot without staining it with bleod.

The Almighty has oficn signified his divine displeas-
ure of monavchical gevernments ; when his chosen peo-
ple petitioned him for a King,. Le granted their request
as a8 punishmesnt for their presumption. 8Shall we then,
who have tasted the swects of rational liberty, darc to
affront the supreimme Majesty of Heaven, by spurning the
blessiugs which have been showered in vast profusion
upon us ! shall we, who have been so kindly liberated
from the dendly grasp of despetism, again wish to be-
come 113 subjecis? No——Let us rather rejoice, that the
infernal plans of our encmics have again been defeated;
that we are still in possession of our firvedom ; and that
the biow which was destined to erush us, has recoiled
with rgdoubled force on those who gave it.  Let us re-
joice thuat our government is not to be shaken by the
timidity of fear, or the seduction of hope, in the dis-
charge of its important deties. Let ug rejolee that it
posscsges one of the greatest of christian virtues, Char-
ity, witheut whieh it would be ¢ like sounding brass, ov
tinkling symbol.” It reecives the stranger, feeds the
hungry and elothes the naked § such is the happy state
of our government 3 such it has been, and such, by our
patrintisin, cur unanimity and virtue, it ever will be ;
Lut by a departure {rom those main pillars to our ex-
istence. we are exposed like Nineveh (o the wrath of
(1od and not even the few remainiag righteous wili save
us from destraction.

For many yeavrs France and England have been the
ereat coptending belligerents of Kurepe. 'The wholo
civilized world stood aghast at the terrible conflict 5 the
bannevs of France have waved in every elime from the
huvning heat ol g vpt to the frozen regious of Moscow:
but now they ave confined within the Rluine, the Alp-.

I
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and the Pyrenaes.* [he tridept of Neptune has hecw
wielded by Britain,and the ocean claiimed as hers oxcolu-
sively. Every nation has been shakon by thiose collos-
sal powers ; all have experienced the futal effeots of their
omnipotence., America, daring this long contest, held
the ' olive branch of peuco, till it was stained
with the innocent blosd ol her eitizens and withored i
her hand ! Her pacifio overtures were repaid by emis-
sarics, who, like some pestilentinl disease, were prey-
ing upim her vitals ; and while every nerve was oxerted
in amicable negoeiation, bier Eropeﬂy was plundered ;
her dearest rights werc wrestedl from her, and what was
of greater comsequenco thdn either, her eitizens torn
from ther néarest and dearest conneotions, and doom-
ed to the tyrants’ lash if they refused to fight, perhaps
against a father, a son, or a brother!! Unparalleled out

rage ! Shall free born Americans suffer all these thing-
and not arouse their ¢ slumbering swords,” and demnand
the liberty of their brethren in bonduge ! No—
The appeal is made ; the gauntlct is hurled ; the war
horse 1y caparisoned, and swords are gleamiog in thou

sand¢, from their scabbards. O my countrymen never
let them return, till they have sccured yourerights
and redressed your wrongs. Do you ask which nation
commenced the attack wupon our neutral rights ¢
I answer, without justifying France, Excrayn.} Be
you ask which nation has donc the mostinjury ! I an-
swer England,f but even that does not justify Frauce.
Both nations have committed the mest dzring outrages
upou our commeree ; hoth have violated the {uith of na-
tions ; both have offended ; both are culpable ;—but I
will not new weary your patience by an enquiry in

to the priority or number of their depredations. It .
too late ; we have selected the one thatinflicted the deep

est wound ; let the other rest while aecounts are ad;
justed with this; then if our government refuse to eal.
on France for reparation, charge them with ¢ renel
Influence’~--call them ¢ French partizuns,” cowards,

*It i8 10 b hoped thut the hideous yell of *¢ French influence,”
will now evaporate and that Bonap.rte, that bugbear, will no more dis
turb the piacid styabers of the selfstyled * peace pariy”’

1 See Note A

1Prior to the commencement of the present war, England had ta
ken 917 sail of our vessels, and France 538!
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or what you plcasu; but do not oppose exssting laws,
Do any say we are unequal to the contest ! Let them
look at our achievements while in the eradle; then while
in swadling bands with Herculecan strength we strangled
the monster sent to devour us. Can we not cow, in the
vigor of manheod,destroy the huge lion that is inecssant-
Jy deveuring our innocer! flocks? Shall we never be freed
from ¢ Juno's urclenting hite” ¢ Yes, my countrymen,
you will rise, ¢ gird on your swords and fearless rush
to war.” You will show an astonished world that Amer-
ica is not the weak, servile, degraded, cowardly nation
so frequently represented. You will convinee your en-

emics, inlernal and external, that you kaew your vights

and wiil defend them ; that you can tread on eppres-

sica and look danger in the fuce.

Much bas been said—much has been done toe, to
stop the vigoreus prosecuflion of this war, by those too
who are bhasking inthe sunshine of our mild government,
&yet are professed enemies to our democratio forms--by
those, who under the nantle of Washiagton, would
aim a deadly blow at our republican censtituiion. By
these wnicn our republicar administration has been eca-
Jumniated and abused —our military ofticers have heen
attacked by the tongue of slander—our soldicrs have
been aimed at by the deadly arrows of scorn. What
has been the eausc of all this hatred, calumny and a-
buse ¢ Can it bo for any werthy, patriotlic, or virtu-
ous molive ? oris it the melancholy reveirse ¢ We have
reason to fear that nothing worthy—nothing patrietic
—nothing virtuous, could actuate those, whe thus set
the principles of the great, the immortal Washingten at
hold defiance. 1a speaking of our government he says,
¢¢ Respect for its anthority, compliance with its laws,
acquiescence in its measures, are duties enjoined by the
fundamental maxims of true liberty.” Arve you patri-
ots—are you Washingtonians ¢ thiea you respeet, com-
ply and acquiesce in the measures of your government.

We are told that this is a cruel, unjust and outrage-
ous war ; that our rulets arve blood-thirsty tyrants :
~lavish partizans, and murderers ! You, fellow-citizens,
and vour povernment ; you, who have, with sincere
hearts,& in compliance with the mandate of your depar-
ted Washington, reposcd unsuspecting confidcnce 1n the
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rulers of your own freo choice---you, I aay, are deliher-
ately pronounced Murderers !* And by whom i-—Dblush,
O chiristians,blush whien Itell you that this unprecedented
charge is fromn the saored desk; by these who ussume
the title of Ministers of tho Gospe! ; by those who huve

"enlisted under the banners of the Prince of Peaco. Hul
we will leave them to their own merited diagrace.

Since the conclusior of oup commercial treaty of
1793, with Great Britain, the Earth has not rolled its
anuunl round, without presenting new proofs of (he cruel
jealousy of that haughty people, with whom we ave
now eoutending.t Not a presidential messege has been
communicated to Congress without enumerating ag-
gravated causes of complaint ; not a minister has been
sent to that ¢ fast anchored Isle,” without pacific in-
structions to seek redress for multiplied wrongs ; not
a minister has been landed on our shoves, but for the
degrading purpose of offering a contemptible cxcuse
fov the numerons outrages sv often commilted, or ad-
ding vepeuted tugulteg to existing injuries.

Abounding in the rich fruits of a bountcous henven ;
enjovirg the swect smiles of & hard-carned peaee, our
government wively deemed it hetter to suffer some tem-
porary privations,than preeipitately to plunge eur *‘com-
mon country” inio a distressing and bleady war-—and
while the least fuint glimpse of expiving hope remained,
the extended arm of fusultcs friendship was never with-
drawn,but continued to hear the oppressions of that n-
furiaté! nation, under the pleasing impression that di-
vine justice was nizh at hand. 'I'he unequivoeal decdar-
ation of the British minister, the oraele of the nation,at
length, put an end to all doubt, by declaving that the
oppressive Orders in Couneil would not be rescinded
until we precured a lolal, absolule and uncondtlional rv-
peat of the ¥Kreneh Deerees.  'This he knew was not
cur por-er, because it was not our pight ; he knew also
that as far as they affeeted the United States. they werc
repealed, and oflicially communicated to his gzovern.
ment by Mr. Russell, then at London, and to -

* S Parnh’s phillippic of Aprii, 1313, &e.
T See vepurt of the Seeretary of State, Dec, 21, 1608,
13cc Jackson’s correspondence, 1509
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by our misistcr,then at Paris®, No more was required
of the British goveinment than to go pari passu with
¥France. MHad this becen done,our commerce now would
have been free as the winds of heaven.—But alas ! it
wis unequivocally vcfused. Bhe saw our increasing
wealth snd growing strength with a jealous eye. She
groatly fearcd a future rival—For this her paper block-
udes ; for this her Orders ; for this her whole restrie-
tive system ; for this upwards of 900 of our vessels in
time of peace fell a prey to her ¢ ravening maw.” When
redress for such wrongs, or even a discontinuance of
them, was absolutely refused, who will suy the wur is
unjust ¢ Were this all eur eompluint,who would say our
goverament was not perfectly justitiable ¢ By your
countenances you answer, ‘“not a fricnd lo his coun-
iry.” But there are other causes of greater magnitude,
of longer stunding, and of mmore vilal consequence to
the chosen sons of Columbia, than all the pecuniary em-
barrassinents the haughty coust of imperious Dritain is
oapable of imposing—1 wean ti.:ir Kidnapping ttado un-
der the plausiblo name of impressment ! Are you told
that this 15 no cause of war? ¢ that it is & rccont com.
plaint eonjured up by the administration to justify their
eonduet” ¢ Give the lie to the infameus assertion, by
producing official documents to the contrary. Who will
say this * is a new eharge,” whenitisa well known
fnet, that it has been pronounced by every cxecutive
since the adoption of the constitution, a just cause of
war ¥ Tadulge me ip presenting to you the sentiments
of Washington and Adaws on this subjcet, by their Sec-
retaries, |

In 1792, Mr. Jcflcvson, then Seeretary of State under
the dicection of Washington, saidy in his oficial capaci-
ty, ¢ No law forbids the seamen of any country to en-
gagze, an time of peace, on board a fapeign vessel 5 no
law authorises sueh seamen to break his comraet, ner
the a.med vessels of his nation to interpose furce for
his rescue.” In his instructions to Mr, Piqkney, ministor
nt London, he asperses the idea that owr citizens shall be
doomed to carry vertifieates of citizenship with thew

" Conpression:] weperter, oL ) page o4,
t Seq note B,
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and adds, T'he sim‘)laat rule will be that the vessel be-
ing American, shall be ovidenco that the seamen o3
board her ure such.”

In 1796, Mvr. Pickering in a lelter to Mr. King, our
minister at Londen, repeate] the same, and added ¢that
it will bo an important point gained, if on the high seas
our flag can protect those of whatever nation, who shall
sail under it. Aund for this, humanity as well as inter-
est powerfully plead.” He further stated that ‘' any
projcct of a treaty would be utterly inadmissible unless
it put an end to impressment.””* Such wore the senti-
ments of ‘Timothy Pickering when counselled by Wash-
ington ; but alas! kow fallen! Mr. King also remon-
strated in the warmest terms to Lerd Grenville, and to
the British government against this vile inhuman
praatice ! Ile eonfesscs the abuse is greater than he had
ever supposed, and says in a dispatch to govornment
1797—"" Instead »f a fow, and those in many instances
equivocal cases, I have. sinec the month of July past,
(a period of about cight months) made application for
the dissharge from British men of war of 271 seamen,
who have claimed my interference. Of this number 86
only have been ordered to he discharged.”

In 1800 Mr. Marshall, Seorctary of State under Ad-
ams, stated that ¢‘the continuance of this practies would
inevitably produce discord between the two nations.”
He also denies them the right of impressing natives of
Great Britain, whether naturalized or not.t ‘I'bis right
our goveroment do not now deny them. Let them provo
their property ard take it. Are you yet tolu that the
Orders in Couneil were the sole cause of war 2 Look at
the President’s Manifesto preceding the deelaration of
war : Impressment i8 thiceve the first thing notieed and
it is the last---’tis the Alpha and Omega.

Now, fellow citizens, let me ask you seriously, 1s this
a recent complaint, or isitnot? Is it afit subjeet of

* For furtherinformation on this subiject see Pickering’s letters tn
Rufus K of the 8th June, the 10th of September, and 2uth October
1797, and af the 3d October 1797 5 also to Silas T'albot of the 15th Au-
gust 1707, ,

18y the report of the Secretary of State Junuary 15, 1812, it aphear-
ed that there were then 6257 impressed Awerieansin the service of
England !

t See Note C,
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war, or is it not ¢ Shall our countrywmen---ghall our
brethren submit to the vile practice of earrying & mark
about them us the price of thelr Liberty? Common
sense vevolts at the degrading idea. Let the nume of
AMERICAN CITIZEN protect them.

\Yhy do not Englishmen carry protestions ? yhy not
Frenchmen ? why not Spaniards ¢ why not Africans 2
Because the lJaws of God and humanity forbid it. "The
tawhy Afriean is now safer, on tlie common kighway of
nations, than the American without his proteetien.
Shall they submit to that whieli no otlier nation on eartl:
will bear ! Have they nat thoe spirit of freedom  which
avtinates other nations ? kave they not the feelings of
hamanity nbout them? Have they no fraternal affec-
tion ? They have, and it is new awakened. No more
will they quietly hear their brethren clank the galling
chains of slavery !'---Can yov hear the piercing grouns
of yeur affectionate mother mourning the loss of a be-
loved son ¢ Can you sce the tender sister weeping ever
the unhappy news of auill fated brother ! Can you wit-
ness the agonizing distresses of the fond wife suppliea-
ting relief for a loving husband, dooned to the oppres-
sive lash of tyrannio power ! Can these things pass in
review before you and not areuse the latent spark that
burns within your breast 2—Can you—IHARrk '——What
voice is that I hear ? Tis Warren’s ! Tis deathless
Warren’s '—saying ¢ The roiee of your country's blood
cries lo yeu from the greund, my sons, 8CORN To BF.
sLAVES” '—What is your reply 2 methinks [ hear your
siy-—yes, thou sainted Hero, we will obey thine heaven-
ly injunctivn ; we will rise in the ¢ supreme majesty of
cur unconquerable strength’ and hurl the thunder-bolts
of war at aur country’'s oppressors ; ¢ we will meet
them on the heach with the sword in one hand and «
torch in the other, We will meet them with all the fu-
ry of war, and immolate them in their boats before
they have contaminated the soil of our country. If fore.
cd to retire before supevior disespline we will dispute ev-
ery inch of ground, raze every house, burn every
blade of grass : the last spot in which the hope of fre--
dom shall desert us, there will we hold, and the last
entrenchment of Liherty shall be our grave”§ Such

i

§ Emmict.
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are the sentiments glowing in your broast—such are
the expressions # beaming in your eyes;'” and petmit
me to add, such will bo the expressions appesring in
your conduct.—~Ncver will you see your onco vanquish-
ed foe thus defy your power, instlt your standard, and
ensldve your sons, without arising to justice. Never
will you sanctien 4 practise so degruding to your coun-
try ; onc which Washington, Adams, Jeftbrson, and
Madison, have pronouneced unjust ; a practice againat
which they all remonstrated ; a practice which thicy
have ull declared suficlent chuse of war 3 but their po-
cvifie dispositions led them tq gflegociate till negoeiation
was exhausted ;3 andit has faflen upon our present Pres-
ldent to fulfil tho predictions of his predecessors ;
this has been done.  War is declared hy thie constituted
authorites, and has become a law of the land ;: will any
here say we are not in duty heund to support and ohey
this faw ?—None-~nene.

Permit me then to enquive, what hag been the  effect
of this unhappy war, into which our goverument have
been reluctantly ¢ Kicked™ ? Has it been so very dis-
rraceful as represented ¢ T'ho unparalleled outrages ar

amptoh. at Frvenchtown, and at Havre de Grace, are’
truly disgraceful ! to whomn ¢ Not tn our arms'; but
to that ¢ moral and religious peaple’ who ¢ have dune
ns no essenlial injury.” To them be the honor of those
victorics. For Amevican valor witness the bhattles of
York and of Queenstown ;: of Fort Georgze and Fort k-
tie ; of Fort Meigs, and Fort Malden ; of Brownstown
and Oswego.—-Witness onr Western Frontier scourgedd
of a erael, savage foc, wha put to indiscriininate slaugh-
ter men, women, and children ; perhaps they were do-
ing God’s serviee, being allied to the ¢ hulwark of oar
religion” Witness also the splendid vietory of the
Spartan hand at Sandusky aver five times their number
~there Croghan immertalizod his name. Witness the
brave, the patriotis Havvison ; he plants his stapdard
in the enemy’s country : armies {ull hefore him ;3 sav-
aze allica become supphant at his feet, and he deubly
vetrieves the logs sustamed by the infamous surrender
of the cowardly Hull. Let us now trinimphantly follow
our victorious Fagle through fier naval exeursions.---
Now she perches on the President, while Rodgers puts
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the Belvidera to flight and traveraes every sea, in vain
to find tho ¢ mistress of the ocean.” 8je is never at
Lhome when Rodgers calls, Sec her next Bevaring over
the Constitution, while Hull silenced the batteries of the
Guerrioro, and brought her boastiug hero a supplieant
hefore him. Behold her now gently waving over the
Wasp, while the bravery of Jones humbles the pride of
the Frolick. Thenece trace her flight to the United
States, while the gallant Decatar brings the colors of
the Macedonian prostrate at his feet. Again she re-
turns to the Constitution and entwines the wreath a-
reund Bainbridge’s brow, who with bis thunder secat-
‘tored thoe * wooden walls'’ of the Java to the four winds.
Next the Hornet claims her protection, while the un-
daunted Lawrenco huried the Peacock and part of hev
crew, like Pharaoh and lis host, in the basom of the
deep. Now wemust fellow this philanthropist and Le-
ro on bhoard the ill fated Chesapeake, the American
Eagle proudly waving over his head---While lying in
the harbor, his men new and undisciplined, the Shas-
non. the pride of the Dritish navy,can:e into our waters
and bid defiance ; his proud spirvit could not endure the
<ight ; unprepared as he was, he accepted the chal-
enge, and, ¢ O that I could blot it out forever,” he feil
a vietim to his eountry’s foe ! Superior furce bowed the
hero down, He sleeps with the brave ; his memory
shall last while yonder orient orf continues to roll its
annual round, But from the distressing though noet
disgraceful scene, we follew our Eagle to victory ; the
Enuterprize, under the gallant Burrows, emce move
charaelerized American bravery, by rcducing the Box-
er to a wreck. Again we must mowen the loss of a he-
ro ; our commander fell in the arws of victory ; he i3
cmbalined with Lawrence on thc grateful hearts of his
countrymen, Our attentionis now drawn to the Lakes
---a new seene aspresented---squadron opposed to squad-
ron.--a PERRY commands---the battle rages, until boast-
cd British bravery yields to Amevican valor ; a wander -
ing wourld viewed thsa* vietory with astonishment !
'The hithevto unparalleledbattles of the Nile, of Copen-
hagen, and of "U'rafalgar have found a rival in the bat-
tle of Erie, Letit sullive, that the conquerors thore,
{
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were the conquered here,  Historiaws, dip your pen in
sanbeams, when you veecord the splendid achievements
of the Hero qftthe lake, * Fto met thoenemy and they
are oura.”* Again our Eaglo returns (o the ocenn----a-
gain the Lion roars ; the Peacock under Warrin on,
hns inflicted another wound, by humbling the pride of
L’Epervier. And Parter in the Esiex is acoumulating
never fading Jaurels for the American wreath.® Sush
have been the engagements ; sueh their vosults. Lot
us then pause to enquire if these are the disgraces of
thiswar! I7they ave, God grant they way long coutinue.
Nino times have our naval heroes met the foe---eight
timics have they heen victovious. This is the nation oo
ihat says ¢“nel a flag but by her permission waves.»
Did Rodgers and Hull, or theiv byave associates in fanic,
cver ask permission to present their flags to the breezes
of heaven ! No, They were as frce as :?lﬁ ol that waft-
ted them. 'Those hieroes supplicate none but the «Fa-
ther of Mereies.”” They agknowledge no other sove-
veign on earth or ocean.  They are Americans. The
blind worshippers of Meloch will never find in them an
ignominious sacrifiee to offer on the altar of slavery.
Their blood is too sacred to perfume those damning
idols, Iiflows only in the enusz of FrenoM, and upon
{hat altar will the last drop be devoted. 'The iron haud
of iinperious Britain can never damp the holy arder
that thrills their undggntcd souls.

What shall we say of those ¢ cheice spirits” that
openly and publicly declare, « It is unbecoming a mor-
al an religious people to rejoice at our naral or military
viclories” 7+ What shall we say of those that arc wil-
ling ¢ Te RESIST UNTO BLooD”} the censtituted auther-
ities of the land? What shall we say of thaese that
wonld « exchange this Constitulien for that of Great-
Britain monarchy and all” 9§ Shall we net ¢ frewn in-
dignantly” upon them? Shall we not say, ¢ Go, like Ar-
nold, seek protection of our encmy '——Go, accept the

e —

* Since the above was delivered, we lLiave heard the unhappy news
of the capture of the Essex; but forfunately the bravery of our coiu
mander comes ogt like gold seven times puridied. )

+Quincy’s resolve i the Senate of Massachusetts, June, 1810,

tResolves of the tewn of Newbury, Mass Jinuary, 1814,

6 ¥, Blake's speech in the Senate of Massachurstts, 1814
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gonerons and humane offer of Admiral Cachrane ¥ Go,
onjoy the blessings of that Constitution youw so much
admire, and we shall be happy ! Can those who deom
it ¢ unbecoming te rejoice” at tho success of our urms,
yet eat, drink and carouse at festivals for Russian and
British victories—can (heyv. T ask, be friends (o their
country ¢ If they are, wouders indeed aboupd,

VENERABLE Sires, Revolutionary Fathers—ye
whoso hoary heads chequer this assembly : To you
are our grateful acknowledgzements due—to you are we
indebied foy the manifold blessings we this day enjoy.
On you kave we depeaded fue our political saivation--
on you eur hopes have vested, But as the great wheel
of (ime volle on, you are fcaving us for those blisstul
nbedes, ¢ where the weary ave at rest.” 1t beeames
those therefore, who ave rising fo  fill your piaces, to
emulate your worthy example,  Would you trausmit teo
your sons untaruished the & reward of your labory”—
teach them seience—teach themn virtue—teach them
pstriotisin ; bequeath to them every virtue that slimu-
lated vou in those ¢ times which tried men’s souls.”
Let not the ¢ {rest of age’” uench that holy fire enkin-
dled in yowr breasts on the plains of Lexington—Ilet it
bura till chelamp of life is nearly extinguishgd @ then
conenanicate the flame o your sons—bid themn cherish
it in their bosoms, and feed it with fuel frem oft the altar
of Freedom. Animate them with a virtuous Jove of
country—teach them to wicld the sword till they biehiold

“ The tyrant prostrate inthe dusty”

and thicie loved eountrv purtficd from ber ¢ hlaspheming
locs.”  "To see your children slaves ¢ would cause a pang
m heaven.”” May they inherit vour virtue and youv
patriotism, that they may exultingly say, when you are
gone (o yonder vegions of celestial duy—

“ Descend, ye guardian heroes of the Tand ! .
—~ ~———=hthold vour sons ;
“ Sce how they run the same heroie race,
* How prompt, how ardent in their country’s cavis e,

AT el Ay pp— -

" Ad. Cochrane’s Proclamatianof April last, offering protection to
ell wird were dussatisfied with this goveorament aud would fice te L.
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“ How proud t' assert their country’s blgod,
« Andin their deeds reflect their fathers’ fome 4

Republicans ! Federalists! Amerienns ! the timo has
arvived tha( demands our united effores to save our be-
loved country from the cruel scourges of an unrestrain-
¢d and hanghty fee.  Should we continue cur unhappy
divisions—shoull we oppose, without distinetien, every
measure the rulers of our *¢ own free choiee,” may in
their wisdom deyise~should we applaud the enemy and
vevile our own government. s inust cxpect the venge-
ance of Heaven will blase our happiness. ¢ If instead
of laying outr shoullers to the machine, after measures
are decided on, one pulls this way and another that,
befare the utility of the thing is fairly tried, it must
inevitably be iorn asunder, and the fuirest prospeet of
happiness and prosperity that was ever prescnted to
man, will be lost perhaps forever.” Let all them to
whom the name of Amervican is dear, vally round the
standurd of liberty. Let all unite in the laudable de-
termination ¢ to live free or die-"'--Let all In a voice
of thunder proclaim to the cnemy ¢ hitherto shalt thon
coinge, but no farther.” —Let all be duly sensiblo that
none but those, ¢¢ who aid the publie cause, can shield
their country or themsclves from ruin.”” Then shall we
present ¢ frout as impenatrable as Achilles.—Then will
Qur stzédams be more impassable than the Danube~
Then will every pass be a Thermoplya.—'Then witl our
mountains be as unscalable as the batltlements <f
heaven, No more will the habiliments of war glittes
on out shores. No more will the bloed of our 1weih.
ren moisten ony extended plains, Ne more will mav
look on bis hrother as an enemy. No more will trans-
atlantic tyranny disturb our domestie trangquillity : Hut
the < sweet symphonics of grateful milliens,” will be
hoard in our land. Science will diffuse her manifeld
blessings among her favored sons. Apgricuiture will
foad our fertile fields with increasing plenty. Manu-
tactures will stimnulato our ingenious artisty, and our
western hills will be erowned with the bleating flocks
of the Pyrennes, Commerce, free and unshaekled,

* Akenside.

1 Marshal's Hife of Washingtces, Vol, §, page 358.
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will traverse every sca, with the rich harvesis of ex-
tended agriculture, and the fine fabrics of domestio
manufactures. Our onterprising merchants, like the
artful Jason, will elude the fury of the wild Bulls and
watchiul Dragons of Europe, and bring away unper-
ceivad the Golden Fleece of tho Eastern world,

“ More than I Laye said, loving countrymen,

The Icisure and enforcement of the time

Forbids todwell en: Yet remember this~—

God and our good cause fight upon our side ;
The prayers of holy saints and wronged souls,
Like high~-rcar’'d bulwarks, stand before our faces.

It you dofight aguinst your country’s foes,

Your country’s fiat shall pay your pains the hire ;
If you do fight in safegruard of your wives,

Your wives shall welcame home the conquerurs
If you do free your chi.uren from the sword,
Your children’s children quit it in your age,”*




NOTES.

NOTE A. ,
TO place this beyond the possibility of a doubt, I weuld
refer the reader to the Secrrtary’s Report of December 1808,
an extract from which 1 hereto subjoin.

List of British Orders, &'c. List of French Decrees af.

affecting  neutral rights,  fecting neutral rights, from
Jrom 1804 to 1808. 1804 to 1808,
1864. August 9. Binckade of Fe-
camp, &c. &ke.
1805 August17. Direct trade
with theeuvmies’ colonies subjcc-
ted to restrictions.
1806. April 8. Blockade of
Ems, Weser, &c. &c
do. May 16. Blockade from the
Eibe to Brest.
do. Sept. 25. Diseontinvance  1806. Nov. 21. Berlin Decrec.
of thelast blockade in part.
1807. March 12 lIaterdictionof
the trade from port to port of

¥rance.
do. June 26. Blockade of the
Ems, &c.
do. Oct. 15. Procliuination re-
calling seamen.
do. Nov. 11. Three order; in
Council
do. Nov. 25. Six orders in
Council. 1807. Dec. 17, Milan Decerce.

1808, Jan. 8. Blockade of Car-
thagena, &e. &c

de. April 11, Qrders encourag.
1Ng our scamen to violate the :m-
bargo.

do. april 14, Ace of Puarlia-
ment to prohubit the exportation 1803, April 17. Bayouneg D¢
of cotten wool, &c. also an act cree,
making walid certain orders in
Council.

do. May 4. Blockade of Copens-
hagen and the island of Zealand,

do. June 23 Act regulating
trade between the United States
atd Great-Brituin.

(lo Oct. 14, Admiral Coch.
rane’s blockade of the French le.
vard 1sfands,
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ANOTE DB.

It appcars that Washington condemns in the warmcst
terms the degrading idea of certificating our citizens, notwith-
standing his modern disciples arc so very submissive to the
“ Bulwark.” In his instructions to Mr. Pinckney, July 11,
}792, he entirely rejects this infamous mode of marking our
citizens, and says “ it is @ condition never yet submitted to by
any nation ; one with which scamen would never have pre-
caution to comply ; the casnalties of their calling would ¢x-
posc them to the constant destruction or loss of this papcrev-
dence, and thus the British government would be armea with
legal authority 1 impress the whole of our secamen.”

NOTE (.

Mv. Marshally in a letter to Mr. King, when spcaking of'the
sentiments of Adams, says, ¢ The United States require pos-
ively, thattheir seamen who are not British subjccts, wheth-
¢. born in Amienica or cisewhere, shall be exempt from im-
pressments.  The case of British subjects, whether natural-
1zcd or not, 15 maore questionable 5 but the rnght even to im-
press them iy denied”” M, Muarshall goes on to claimi the
sarre right claimed Ly the British povernment, whichis, ¢ to
me,  noand detend in their sea service all those, of any nae
tioa 7' o bave volustarily engaged in itoor who, according to
their laws, have become British subjects.”



