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i THE CoMMITTEE a{z]wmted at a mecm'zg o;rmmmea at Bar‘m
fe, m celebrate the anniversary of /IMERICAN INI)RPE NDENCE, in

L.r-l,..l
¥

behalf of said meetings, return thanks tqﬁh Mm(ldpb WELL, for
a‘im' d gdn: and patriotic ORA TI QN this day de[wercd by bim,

. and rcguest a cofwy for the firesa.
' YVARD,

o | 3 THOMAB
BRI - ¥xBRZ UPﬁAM,*V |
S .}':LEA'ZER JA_ME&)

Commit { é’ﬂ' ’
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| . Juny pthy 1808,

&ENTLEMEH, PRV - e
I.?V' cam_lezance mt}z yam‘ requeat, I ¢ransmit you a cofsy
of my ORA rI0N for the firess. ' - |
s. ~_ With much resjzﬁctg IR .
’ ' - Iam, Gemlemen, L e

[ _‘-Hb-

- B 7 Your Obecfzen; Servant, b
T JOSEP'-I B CALDWELh
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YV HEN surveying the progressive steps
of our national existence, the mind will delight to
dwell on those\events, which have most sirongly
marked our national character. The soul isfilled with

‘2 divine enthusiasm, in contemplating the astonishing

achievements of an infant people. Every bosom
which cherishes a love of LigErTY, is fired with the
rapture of admivation, in recollecting the glorious event

~which has this day assembled you together. You

have met here, not from an idle curiosity, to witness
some childish spectacle, but in obedience to the sacred
impulse of sratitude, -fo celebrate the Anniversary of
AuEericaN INDEPENDENCE; fo commemorate the
Watzl Day of Liszrrv; to hand down pure and unsul-

‘ﬁi Rf s o - & ® - 4 I , o v o

100 90 posterity, the men:ory of events, not more inters

TE ':'E;g‘:""h 3 ¢~ A ¢ i f'-? 1 ::t I k 3 £

csting to yourselves, than to the whole family of man. -
F‘Fﬁ:}ﬁ at -'

i E"”h @ : FE g R LA o 6
100 ot the Grecian and Romean Republics o WIng her

et ” : P'} {-};h Eﬂ a ,{h T ,!:3, . " h #;h M 41 0

FAPIC, MIgNE (rom the abode of man g Oy ¢ CISCOVEry
g ” .[J e . e e - -1 *" B

of Colambus, was once merz preseuted with an happy



asylum, an impregnable citadel, on whwh to amplant
her immortal standard. - The sons of opprest humanity
thmu ghout the world, hailed with rapture the glorious
event., They beheld the day of regeneration at hand,
and saw, that they had only to shake off their chains
to be free forever. About this era, the human mind
was fast emerging from a Cimmerian darkness, which,
- for ten centuries, had over shadowed the world, The
energles of Genius, which had either been smothered
in the cloistered cell, or dissipated in scholastic dis. -
putation, were now directed to 4 nobler theme, to 3
more mtf:restmg spﬁculatlon. The irresistible rays of
truth, ‘dawning.on a bemghted world, began to pene-
tratc the flimsy veil, in whlch tyranny had hitherto
shrouded the rights of man, Persecuted into reflection,
they perceived, at a single glance, the full extent of their
 politigal degradation. They saw how largely they had
been plundered of their just and unalienable rights !....
To. retrieve their sityation was impossible. With .-
the strong arm of government upon them, they could.
only escape the iron hand of oppression, by ﬁymg be-
yond its grasp. ‘Their only hope of regaining their:
long lost liberties, was in reachmg some desart shore,
which had never bowed in subjection to a sceptered
tyrant, Animated by this determination, a small band
of patriots tore themselves from the bosom of domestic
felicity, encountered the complicated miseries of wat
and diseas¢, and brgved the bloody sealpin g knife of
'the merciless'savage, to enjoy the invaluable immuni.-
ties of which’ ‘tyranny had berefs them. Inspired by“ .
the spirit of L1BERTY and INDEPEN DENCE, which had

gmled ther, ﬁ'om their native land, their political insti-

Y,




g

&utwns appromched to an unusval point of perfectwu..
Their laws, which, to an uNCOMIBON extem: admitted
the important prerogatwe of prwate ]udgmcnt, gu“-uded
with cautious vigilance, the rights of persons and of
property. 'They surmcunted, with ease, the stupen-
doys obstacles, with which nature;In her most rgged
aspect, opposed their p;'ogress. A dreary, unqu!twated
wilderness, by the magnc hand of uvmzation, was
made to blossom like the rose. A gloomy, inipene-
trable forest was suddenly transformed mto the field
of smiling plenty. On every side was 'seen rising to
view, the protectmg roof of the contented cottager,
while the prospect, aided by the distant spires of rising
cities, was rendcred doubly mtcrestmg Afar was
descried the white sail ‘of an iricreasing’ commerce;
while at their feet. was heard the busy hum of indus-
try. Butalas! The penod of prosperity was fleeting
and transitory. - The very Nation from whom they de-
rived their existence, and from: whom, as its colomsts,
théy ‘had hitherto received protection and support un..
der the specious pretext of obtammg remuneration
for. their blood and treasure, exhausted in a former
war, unequivocally proclanmed ¢ their right to make
laws of sufiicient validity to bind the colonies in all
cases whatsoever,” This infringement on their rights
roused the indignation of the Americans, and com pell-
ed ahation of freemen, _]ustly jealous of their liber ties,
to embark every thing in theu" defem:e. Innu merable

fil the memorable day we now celebrate, When, wom |
out by cotitinued persecutton scourged, past endut- :

ance, by the mercenary minions of arbitrary pow ery
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appealing to Hf'avcn. for the rectitude.of their inten.
tions, they proclaimed their INDEPENDENCE to.
the world! ‘To support the high and important raulk,
they had thus heroically assumed among the naftions,
they plcdged their ¢ lives, their fortunes, and their
sacred honor.” You all know with what invincible
firmness and undeviating perseverance, they pursued
the grand object of their wishes. ¢ An infant people,
with no other resources, and with no other safeguard,
than an unclad, unarmed and undisciplined militia,
staked their all on the i 1ssue of the combat, and resolv-
ed to conquer or ‘o die. -The Genius of Liberty, from
the heights of her favored land, dlsplaymg from her ex-
tended arm the reward of their valor, bestowed her

benedictions on them as they marched to battle.””
But to detail to you each particular horror; to re-
count the varions battles which were won, or the de-
feats which were sustained; to pourtray to your minds
the alternate hopes and fears which agitated the bosoms
of your anxious countrymen, would produce no other
effect than to excite your indignation, or distress your
feelings. Sufhice it to say, that a people, who had thus
solemnly sworn to live free or die, with matchless in-
trepidity and heroic valor, compelied the crowned
headsof F.urope to acknowledgetheir INDEPENDENCE.
America, disenthralled from foreign dominion, was
suddenly compelled to turn her attention from war to
peace, from the armed camp to the labors of the cabi-
net. Her provisionary government, teeming with im-
perfections, was 'already tottering to its base. The
Hero, who had wielded the sword of war, was called
to preside in the councils of the Nation. The pro-
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ceedmgs of the Convention, in their splendor and im.-
portance, rivalled the achievements in the tented field,
and from this illustrious band of statesmen, we derived
the grand charter of our liberties, in which eur natural
and civil rights are solemnly guardcd and deﬁned wnth
pecuhar precision. o
‘The venerable patrmt whe had d us, like the
children of Israel, in safety through the perils of the
wilderness, was unanimously selected to perpetuate, by
his counséls, the happiness and’ prosperity of the coun-
try he had so nobly defended. ‘Thus situated, under
circumstances peculiaily ausplcmus, -inhabiting a
country, enjoying, to an equally boundless extent, the
means of internal nawgatlon and external comimerce,
for twelve successive years, did the people of America
exhibit to the world, an example of i increasing pap"ula.
tion, wealth and respectability, unparalleled in the an-
nals-of 'time. ‘The arts and sciences were Qecuharl}f
the objeCts of govemmental patronage . the white sails
of ‘an extending commerce wayed on every sea; the
produce of our soil was wafted ff» every clime ; our har-
bors were crowded with the ships of every maritime
fhation on the earth, and our infant naval force was
rapidly acquirin g strength, to proteCt us from msult
and outrage on the océn. . -
But the restless spirit of factxon, and. the insidious
wiles of unprincipled ambition, arrested the progress of
our glory, and committed the dearest interests of our
country, to the jeopardy of hazardous and untmed €Xo
perimént! The spirit of innovation projected new
schemes of political alchymy ; all the riches of the na.
tion have been cast into the crucible, that they might be

transmuted into gold; for eight years our adeprs have
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been indugtriously toiling at the furnace, and we are
this day called upon to-behold the wonderful progeny
of their labors ! |

" A countty, prolific beyond all others in its ag'rmul«-
tural productions, and _hitherto pushing its growth
with unexampled rapndlty, by an unrestrained inter-
coutse with every hation of the globe, is suddenly
touched by the wand of a rmghty magiciai ; its en-
terprise is arrested, its energies are paralised, and. its
strength has decayed! To' preserve, uninjured and
uninipalred those  resources” of the Nation * so es-
sential in time of War,” (thc §b1ps, the produce and
the seamen of our country) every port on the seaboard
is hermetically sealed by our experinierital Philoso-
_phem, and cut frontiers are fenced in by the armed min-
1ons-of their power. - Our ships are thus secured: from
‘destiuction, by perishing in our harbors ; millions ofour
surpius produce are presewed by decaying in thie fieid
or the storehnme 3 and oursixty thousand fishermen and
seamen are elthér prowlir g in our cities, begging their
bread throu gh the coudliy, or seeking a more honorable
subsistence in the employment of forelgn powers !
~If a‘hardy and industrious race of freemen, bor- -
dering ‘on. the: provnmeS ‘of  the detested Carthage,
which; by the decree of the' mighty’ conqueror of Eu.
‘tope, is'to be blotted out -from the list of Emplres,
shotild hazard an 4ttempt to continug.gn intercourse
by which they have hitherto subsisted; a rgyal proc-
lamation denoufices them as REBELS, and. their own
‘brethren are &u‘mmoﬁéﬂ to the ﬁeld to chastise - their

presu mptmu at the pomt 6f the bayonet.* - Lest'thé

# See the Pmndem’s Pmclamtmn, agamst the ¢ REBELS" of Vermont; and
the S¢, Albans MemORIAL, giving the ¢ /iy direc? va the slandez,
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intercourse between the ‘different sections of the con-
tinent should be ¢ embarrassed by too muck regula-
tion,?’ the Chief Magistrate of each dtate, without pre-
tence, or color of legal authority, is constituted, by the
great advoente of equal rights, to be purveyor of sup-
plies for the people, to sell indulgencies to his loyal fa-
yorstes, whenever « lucrative speculation offers, by
furnishing food to supply the mouth of labor ! Shonld
an attempt be made to transport, on our own coast, the
produce of our own soil, to supply the wants of our
owrr fellow citizens in a sister State, theugh the law
should be summoned to decide, and a solema judicial
decre¢ should give sanction to the enterprize; yet
the arm of executive power Is uplifted in defianz< of
its authority, and a Presidential Horner is commiss
sioned to sting back the bee to its-hive !* Tt isthus an
miercourse’ Dy ‘iand 1s'restrained by the pomt of the
bayonet itis thus a bloekade is aldéd to an embargo ;
and 1t 1s thus the supreme majesty of the law is p?os-
trated by the terror of military force ! '
In searching for the causes, which have resu!ted in
this degraded and disastrous state of our country, which
impoverish ia the midst of plenty, and create an unex-
ampled distress among 2 people, surrounded by all the
physical means of comfort and prosperity, it becomes
necessdary- to- extend our inquiries beyond the pressure
- of the present- moment ; that we may trace the gradual
progress of the disease; from its earliest symptorns, to
1its present most alarming crisis. It is, however, but
of little moment, in estimating the political character

¥ See Judge ]ohnson‘s decision a§ Charleston (S. €.) inthe Cise, Uited
States vs, Siniepn. Theus, .

B
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of our rulers, whether the measure, which has already
produced, and 1s stil producing, sach a train of in-
sufferable evils to the cornmunity, was a wanton, un-
necessary and precipitate exercise of power, or an ex-
nedient of inevitable necessity, resulting from the weak-
ness or wickedness of former measures. Had it been
true, that the hostile aggressions of the Belligerent
powers had interdicted to us every ncox and corner of
the ocean ; that to push beyond the protection of our
harbors was inevitable capture and condemnation, it
would yet have been true, that these agpgressions were
invited by the feeble and pusillanimous policy of the
present administration.

Whether the total neglect of the commercial inter-
ests of our country has resulted from a deep rooted
hatred of commerce, and of commercial men,  as un-
principled adverturers, and the most worthless portion of
the community ;> from narrow and niggardly local
jealousies, or from the vain and visionary theory, that
““ commerce flourishes most when left to protect itself,”
‘yet most certain it 1s, that, for eight years past, our
pacific and philosophical rulers have been most indus-
triously employed, in demolishing the maritime de-
fence, which had been begun by their predeces.
sors, and which they found in a state of regular
and rapid progression, ¢ There wgs a time to build
up, and there zs a time to pull down!” It was
the sound and settled policy of our WASHINGTON
amd ADAMS, that, with a people *whose farms are
- on the ocean, and whose harvests are gathered in every
sea,”” as our commerce extended, an efficient naval

force would become necessary for its protection,
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Assuming this as an axiom, tested by the experience
of every age and country, the commencement of a
system of self defence was coeval with the establish-
ment of the Federal Constitution. "The system had
advanced, as the means had increased, by the increase
of our revenue, in a sort of anithmetical progression ;
and had- it continued’ uninterrupted till the present
day, the present day would not have witnessed our na-
tional degradation, but would have been to us, emphati-
cally, a day of GLORY and INDEPENDENCE! But
our political experimentalists were resolved, that the
people of America, like the fabled inhabitantsof Lapuza,
should become a nation of Philosophers; and that
while they were engaged in the profizable process of ex-
tracting sunbeams from cucumbers, they should not be
disturbed by the sound of the axe and the hammer !
In our navy yards the stroke of labor was suspend-
ed ; the materials, which had been diligently collect-
ed, were as diligently dispersed : Dry Docks were
projected ; our ships were dismantled ; and to ac-
celerate the natural progress of decay, by a league with
the destroyer, our mouldering Navy was driven from
the ocean, to furnish food for worms in the putrid
- waters of the Potomac ! While this process of deteri-
oration and destruction was thus ¢ in the full tide of
successful experiment,”” the people were ¢ soothed,
by the annual lullaby of a President’s message, into
silken slumbers and golden dreams!’®> They were
told, in the genuine cant of hypoctiiical demagogues,
in every age and country, from the time of Absalom
down to the present moment, ¢ that since they had
been made Fudges in the land” all the abuses they. had
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once expericnced should at once be corrected ; that ihe
least possible pertion of food should be taken from
* the mouth of lahor ;”? that their yoke should be easy
and their burden light ; that no griping taxgatherer
should be found at their doors ; that the national debt
~hould be wiped away with a sponge, withoyt impes-
ing on the people even the labor of squee zing 1t !

. These inflaied promises were paopular and capt vating,
and the people were rapidly caught with the gilded
bait. Proselytes were multiplied with more than JMa-
fometan rapiudity, and every new conyert s{rove .to
make atonement for his former errors, by the zeal with
which he should propagate the doctrines of the 1mpos-
tor. Thps surrounded by the multitude, and flattered
by their applauses, aspiring demagogues began to fancy
their work was accomplished, and that no change of
time or circumstance could weaken the confidence
they had so deceitfully acquired. -

But in an evil hour the destroyer came ! The imhe-
cility which had marked the measures of a_feeble, temid
and wavering administration, though invisible az /ame,
tothe eyes of a people so blinded that they wouild not
see, did not escape the keen and penetrating glance of
aspiring and ambitious conquerors gbroad. ur com-
merce presented a lure to their appetite for plunder.
Our government had not the spirit zo resent aninsult, and
they had voluntarily surrendered the means to redress an
injury! They had not only withdrawn all protection
from commerce, but it was prohibited the humble right
20 protect itself. Captures were committed with impu-
nity, and condemnations followed witheut complaint.
The Greas Empire required money, to pay oft the work.
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menwhom she had employcd toforge and rivet-chains on
the surrounding Kingdoms and Republics. Our Com.
merge did not furnish sufhicient plunder for their ra-
pacity, and a contribution was demanded to supply the
deficiency. Under the pretence of purchasing a terri-
tory, without title or boundaries, a douccur of ¥1¥.
TEEN MILLIONS is granted, to appease the ven-
geance of him, whose tender mercies are more cruel
than death ! /

But humiliating concessions and millions for tribute
are insufficient to purchase a peace with him, who has
said, in his wrath, there shall be no peace till England is
destroyed. 'These haughty Islanders must beexterminat-
ed, that the freedom of the seas may be restored ! Their
Islands are blockaded by an Imperial Bulletin, while not
even a single gunboeat is to be found within, perhiaps, an
hundred leagues of their coast! Yet the opening ef this
battery of paper shot is deemed sufficient, of itself, to
annihilate our intercourse with England, that, by inhib-
itiug the exchange of our produce for their manufac.-
tures, the United Kingdoms and their colonies may
be starved into submission. Greatbritain, 1n selide-
fence, attempts to retaliate; and the decree of Milan,
denationatizes every ship that shall have been searched
by the English, shall be bound on a voyage to England,
or shall have paid any tax to the government' of that
country. When an explanation is demanded of these
outrageous and unprecedented measures, we are super-
ciliously told, that a War exists between England and
America,and thatour vessels,which have been captured,
shall only remain sequestered, till we have had a chance to
assoclate against Kingland, in restoring the freedomof the
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weas ! % Qur magnanzmous and ndependent government,
finding that the cause cannot be decided at the bar of
public reason, discreetly withdraws itself into a calm and
dignified retirement ; and, that its philosophic reveries
may be no longer disturbed by clamors about com-
meree, very wisely decrees that commerce shall no lon-
ger exist! That France may have no occasion to doubt
our devotion to her mterest, all commercial intercourse
by land with the British Provinces is interdicted, un-
der the ingentous pretext of preserving our shipping
and seamen from - capture! The mighty Emperor,
however, is not yet satisfied with our submission, and
we have not yet drank sufficiently deep of the cup of
humiliation ! The ¢‘ dispositions expressed” by our

Government are not yet suficiently explicit for his pur-
posg. We have as yet only 4aid down COMMERCE in
obedience to his mandate, The word of command fog
taking up ARMS has been issued, but has not yet
been obsequiously obeyed. The cargoes which were
andy sequestered to wait for-a declaration of war against
England, are now only confiscated, and their proceeds
transmitted to Paris, because war is not declared ! The
last act in the drama remains yet to be performed ;
and the curtain is only dropped for a moment to shift
~ the scenery, and prepare the dresses and decorations !

- Perplexed as the situation of our Country had been
rendered by the outrages of the Belligerent Powers, it
has been demonstrated that the rninous and destructive
remedy, which our political empirics have.adopted, is
infinitely worse and more dangerous than the disease.
THIRTYNINE MILLIONS of the surplus producc

% Sec Champagny’s letter to Gen, Armstrong,




£S5

of our country are perishing on our hands, not because
the markets of Europe are closed againstus; but because
the. native enterprize of our citizens is repressed, and
they are not permitted to put at hazard the fruits of
their own labor. Norwithstanding the vexatious decrees
which had been levelled against us, yet, such were the
exceptions to those of Britain, and such the incompetency
of France, from her naval tmbecility, to execute, the
gasconading threat which was to sweep us from the
ocean, that we might at this moment have been pursu-
ing, safe and unmolested, a commerce, equal, at least, to
that which weuld be permitted to us by the powers of
Europe, were they now restored to perfect tranguillity
and repose 1%

Time will not permit; and the occasion perhaps
would not justify, an examination, in detail, of,the
data on which this position is founded. Suflice it to
say, it is the result of a thorough and deliberate inves-
tigation, by those best acquainted with the commercial
concerns of our country. And yet, Fellow Citizens,
your inspired legislators, either guided by an invisible
hand, or blindly eonfiding in Presidential infallibility,
without deigning to develope to their constituents the
hidden causes of this strange and unprecedented pro-
cedure, require only the trancient period of a single
diurnal session, to prostrate our COMMERCE as a nui-
sance, and to bury our AGRICULTURE in its ruins !
If a bold and intrepid statesman should dare to arraign
the motives.to this measure, he is not, it is true,silenced
by the stiletto of the assassin, but a page of the water
eloset is commissioned to reason him into conviction,
by the unanswerable logic of a-leaden syllogism !

®See Mr, Key’s Speech, and Mr. Lyon’s Circular Letterto his Constituents,
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it 1s thus, Yerrow Cirizens: Ye who culti.
vate the soil, wiiv turn the furrow, and wield the
scythe and the sickle; ye who have been set apast,
by Presidential flattery, as the chosen peogple of Gop;
who have been so peculiarly the objects of his pa-
ternal care, that he would not ¢ e’en permit the
winds of heaven to visit you too roughly ;>’ ye, who
have been cajoled by promises, that no taxgatherer
should be found at your doors, to levy contributions fox
the support and  protection of commerce ; it 1s thus,
that, in a single year, by a bead roll of Embargo laws,
by an act original, an act additional, and half a doz-
en acts, explanatory and supplemental, you are taxed
“to more than half the annual income of your farms, iz
the annifiilation of commerce, and the consequent depre-
cration of the fruiis of your labor ! ! !
" Your flocks that feed upon a thousand hills ; your
fields now waving with the ripening harvest; your
granaries now bursting with the redundant crops of a
former year; these are the orators, which proncunce,
with overwhelming eloquence, the eulogy of the past,
and the unvarnished character of the present adminis-
tration ! ! L
Is this strange and mysterious policy tobe ascnbed to
the intrinsic weakness of our goverhment, or ¢4¢ undye
preponderance of any foreigh power in the councils of
our nation ? Among those who were early deluded by
the specious and plausible theory of our philosophic
+ politicians, we have found some, who have been faith-
ful to their country, by descrying the danger and sound-
Adng the alarm. From the mouth of one of their most dis-
tinguished champions ; one, who, if deluded, is yet
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honest ; if ambitious, is yet independent; one, who
¢ would not flatter NEPTUNE for his trident, nor
JOVE for his power to thunder ;** from him 1t has been
proclaimed to the Nation, that the very man, who now
guides the Executive councils, and to whom the man-

tle of authority 1s to descend, has attempted to palliate
our base and cowardly submission, by an open avowal,

that FRANCE HAD REQUIRED MONEY AND
THAT THE REQUISITION MUST BE AN-
SWERED! From the momert of this avowal, he
has told us, his confidence in the government depart-
ed; and from this moment, is there an American,
who, at each returning Anniversary of our INDEPEND-
ENCE, (if Providence has another yet in reserve for us})
will not crimson'with shame, or glow with mdlgna-
tion, at the remembrance. that this sacred boon” has
been thus jeopardized by the treachery or cowardice
of the guardians to whom it was intrusied ! !

Woas the blood of our infancy wasted to resist the de-
mand of a paltry tax by the most powerful nation on the
globe ; and shall the full vigor of our manhood yield to
this imperious requisition, because it is urged by a des-
pot, at whose awful nod the crowned heads:of Europe
have trembled and obeyed ? Shall we truckle to his au-
thority, from a cringing fear of his menaces, or a blind
and stupid predilection for the cause in which he is en-
gaged? To quict the fears of the timid, (if there be any
such, except among those to whom our destinies are
conﬁded) can it be necessary to remind thcm, that un-
til the clifls of England are swallowed up in the caverns
of the ocean, or her floating castles are sweptaway from
its surface,'we are as much beyond the reach of his

c
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wrath or his ambition, as if we were the inhabitants of
another planet! Although, likc a Calossus, he bestrides
the kingdoms of the I!.umptan world, yet, between us
and his myrmidons, there is a gulph which they can
never pass, unless we are first leagued with him, to
~wrest the trident from the Monarch of the Seas ! In
his towering pride and boundless projects of conquest,
he might as well attempt to scale the battlements of
Heaven, as to draw us within the vortex of his power,
unless we should first conspire with him to breuk down
the barriers, which Gop and Narture have erected
for our preservatwn' *

Are there any in this assembly, so miuch the slaves
of early prejudice, or the dupes of moie recent infati-
ation, as to believe that England is our enemy, because
we were once at war with ber ; or that France is fighting
thie battles of Republics, because her murdered Moii-
arch once was our ally ? France, from the earliest ages,
has been seeking the destruction of England, and was
willing to assist in shearing her locks, by loppiig off
her colonies, which had contnbuted so much to her
strength She was not willing, however, to see anoth-
er empire rising in another hemisphere, which atsome,
future period, might rival hérin glory. It was only by
the intrepid firmness and perseverance of our revolu-
tionary patriots, that she was persuaded, reluctantly, to
acknowledge our iNDEPENDENCE. Has the character
of the Nation changed, with the sanguinaty ehang’es
through which it has passed ? Was theirambition ex-
hausted with the blood of the butchered Bowr BONS,
and has the establishment of another ﬂyrrasty, in the
- person of the mild and unassuming Narvonzon, oblit-
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enated their hatred of England, or extinguished their
ardor for conquest? The triple alliance of Trrstw
bears witness to theoer loving kindness towards England ;
and for proof of the unambitioys character of her sove-
reign, the modern history of Iiurope speaks to us in
language, which never can deceive. ITaLy, and
SwitzEREAND, and Horkawp, and Porrtucar, and
Seain, all but PorTvcaL, successively his faitl:ful
allics, have been successively bound in chains to
the triumphal car of the mighty conqueror. King-
poms and PRINCIPALITIES have been parcelled
out to perpetuate the splendor of his name; PRE-
5ATEs and POTENTATES glitter in his retinue, and
RepuBLics have beenplucked from therr orbit, to
add to the lustre of his imperial diadem ! ... SPAIN,
the last victim to his desolating  fury, presents to us
a beacon, 1o warn us of the destiny which awaits
the deluded allies of this all devouring empire. - His
revolutionary emissaries crowd the capltal of this
haughty kingdom; an insurrection is fomented to
drive their feeble monarch from the throne ; and while
the crown is descending to its legitimate owner, he is
nvited on a visit of state, to his imperial brother, that
it may be caught in its fall, and rest on the head .of a
mushroom King, who now wields the sceptre over
these faithiul allies of their new lord and master !
While pursuing with *¢ giant stride” thesc projects
of universal dominatien, can it be vainly imagined that
the only remaining Republic on the globe, has eluded
his glance or bounded the boundless prospects of his
ambition ? Vain and fatal infatuation! Let our rulers
‘pursue their favorite pro]ect to unite us with the TEr-
RIBLE EHPIRE, to destroy the navy and commerce of
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Brrrain, and we may all yet live to scc the world’s
last hope cxiiegaished, m the etermal extinction of
our GLORY and INDEPENDENCE!! '

‘The picture I bave drawn, and the prospeet I have
delineated, are not presented to lure you into lawless
combiunations, or to rouse you to acts of outrageous
violence, against the authority of the government and
the laws. - Were such my purpose, the firm and un.
shaken patriotism “of Newengland would admonish
me that my attempt would be idle, and my efforts
abortive. The dignifitd submission to the constitu-
tional will of our ruLers, for, which you have been
so peculiarly distinguished, is a sufficient guarantece
for your patjent resignation under the evils you now
suffer, and which are in dreadiu! prospect before you,
until a constitutional remedy can be saiely and sea-
sonably applied. This remedy is to be found only.jn
the suffrages of uiLLioNs oF rREEMEN. The stub.

“born perseverance with which the destructive theory
“has been pursued, through a series of more destructive
experiments, for a period of eight successive years,
leaves to us no rational hope of a change, but in a
thorough and radical change of our rulers. As if by -
the kind and gracieus interposition of Heaven, to ress
cue us again from impending destruction, the crisis of"

our disorder has overtaken us, at the period .presented
by the Constitution, for the renovation of the body
politic, by committing it to the - anagement of more
- skilful physicians. Where are they.to be found, and
how are they to be invested with power ? ¢¢ Thereis
yet balm in Gilead and we have a Physician there!” In
a crisis not-less portentous and alarming than the
present, when the powers of .Europe . had resolved to




force us into their deadiy and destructive conflicts, the
guardian genius of W asuinron, which had once be-
fore plucked us from the deep, saved us again from the
destroying- angel, and encircledl us with the rays of his
glory. The spirit of Wasnincron has fled, to in-
tercede on high for the salvation of his beloved peo-
ple! But he has left on earth his precepts and exam.-.
ple; and, in the train of his pure and enlightened follow-
ers we are to look for'those, who have treasured up his
precepts as the doctrines of political inspiration, and
who have imitated his example inall its earthly and
imitable perfections ! From this groupe we are to se-
lect the most firm, intrepid and enlightened of his eo-
patriots, who will rapidly tread back the sieps we have
so. rapidly descended, and again conduct us to the pin-
nacle of our glory, , = -

~ But 1s the de]usmn so incurable that the remedy will
be perversely rejected ? Indications of returning rea.
son invigorate our hepes, and stimulate to inoessant
and redoubled exertion. Our own Commonwealth,
the last victim to the-ravages of the wide spreading
pestilence, is the first to exhibit symptoms of conva-
lescence, and will soon be restored to her wonted vig- .
or. Her example will vivify, and the cure will be -
not less contagious than the disease. Disunion and
dnsorder have crept into the ranks of the enemy; fac-
tion is rising against faction; and the whole encamp-
ment presents a scene of confusion and dismay.

‘¢ Now, then is the accepted time, and now 1is the -
da.y of salvation!” Now -is the auspicious moment
to form-a solid and impregnable phalanx, composed
of the talents, the integrity,, the patriotism, the inde-
pendence and the courage: of our. Country, to face the
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encmy in the ficld, to march into their strong holds
and drive them from their intrenchments ?

‘There are individuals of either party, who ardently
wish for the prosperity of their country, and who have
only been divided as to the means by which it may be
secured. Let those, who, from recent and melancholy
experience, have seen the inevitable tendency of the ex-
periment which has been tried, unite with brethren of
the same principle, who baye only yet been distin.
guished by a difference in names ; and we shali all be
REPUBLICANS, we shall all be FEDERALISTS, promot-
‘ing, with a sincere and single heart, the glory and hap-
piness of our common country. ‘The friends of Agri.
sulture are the friends of Commerce, for their interests
are one and indivisible, The friends of Agriculture
and Gommerce are the advocates of an efficient naval
force,, for by this only ‘are they to be protected against
violence and rapine. The supporters of our INDE~
PENDENCE are the supporters of a system of fortifica.
tion and defence, far by this only are we to be perma-
nently secured against external annoyance and jnva.
sion ! The friends of the Constitution are the ene-
mies of domestic divisions, for by these will the Con.
stitution be subverted, and the integrity of the union
destroyed. ‘The lovers of our LIBERTY are the ene-
mies of foreign influence; for its secret machinations
will estrange us from our Country, and its insidious ap-
proaches will sap the foundations of our freedom !

Guided by these unerring principles, transmitted
to us as the political legacy of our political father,
stripping false patriotism of the mask by which it may
attempt to disguise its selfish motives or its ambitious
designs, let us rally round the standard of WASHING-
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rox, in whatever section of the continent it may be
erected, and we shall find it is planted Gpon our rock
and our fortress !

AmEericans ! Let us now form for ourselves a creed
of political faith., Let it be founded on those principles
which gave birth to the Constitution, on those principles
which preserved America from anarchy at home, and
degradation abroad; on those principles which advanced
our beloved country to an unexampled height of do-
mestic prosperity, and gave us a respectable and impos-
ing rank among the nations ; on those principles which
have hitherto rescued us from the malignant influence
of that desolating spirit, which has swept the face of
Europe with the besom of destruction ; on those princi-
ples which can alone hereafter protect us from that |
JRON DESPOTIsM, under which one ‘'quarter of the
earth groans in agony, and which threatens the liberty
and repose of the whole civilized world !

Let, then, the torrent descend ; let the tempest of
war beat upon our coast ;. let the whirlwind of its wrath
sweep across the ocean ; the pillars of our consTiTU-
TxonN will remain unshaken, for they are founded on a
rock, and will endure forever, to support the imper-

ishable fabiic of our LIBERTY and INDEPEN.
DENCE !




= . r ce- L T
¥

b
.

-

APPENDIX,

‘ )

| . LR} L
n i } |
| | | | L]
|l . 'JI‘_ » . .E i L \‘ ‘.
1 "'--'l -
O 1
. CONTAINING -

.
L ]
[

*m

L ]
i
L |
L
1 | |
-
1“' r I " [ 1
[
L]
' L. . .
1 . . ‘
" ) ) r = [ ]
| L]

l. r "

1 | |
r

Ll

L

-

&

1
r
r
L
L]
"k -' | |
[ ]
1
- | .
L]
r [
l n
4
| . *
1] . "-.’ _ )
a a . i |
r ‘
- L]
- . 3
! - . . o + _
. : oo . {
* 1
1 ] .
'al. r *
L 1! . . | . "‘
] .
PLLE
[
I '
! d
4 L]
L]
L ]
-
' 1
- . . * '
)
1
L] - - - d
L]
L] . .
1
»
' T
]
1 1
L]
L 'h -
1
1
1
1
L - - |
I 1 - .
L | . i , '
- [
- . L
[ ]
t
L |
d 'h P I 1. I
- . ‘ B
“‘I : * .1" ‘1;“ L] 'rr b
i o ! L - it 1 - )
" -
i ,‘:'i#l i 1] X P
o d v s . bk .
| r - “.n ir ' - *
I.- J: “. |
- ‘ | '
r |+ 1 — ) . -
L ] _ .
[ ] 1 * - - .' l. % . |
L] 4 z ‘ '
r I | I | 1
- [ - . .!‘
bl
| | l‘ . il d P
| ‘ ! * e . ’
a
| -
- . " " "
’ n
F ) , ‘
1l 4
' . ' P .
L ‘ .
b 1 L]
» ; l )
T
r
1
1
| |
- + | ‘ \ ,
T . . l i
I T
1 .I ‘ | | l JI‘
lr" )
| - . h 'I
I }I‘I ! . .
wy |
o C 3
’ 1
-
] 1 rﬂ
' r
L] ; |
'-‘ . ..-‘r
r
* 1
1 N r \
‘ 1]
1
p i "
e Y . i . . . | I
r
u
4
1
| : ,
r
r
4
| 1
] ) |
1
1 . ‘ |
‘ ]
- L
[ ]
d t-'
| o
[l 1," ] ‘ i
[
I -
1
b
L]
I ]
. L
i 31 e |
’ i;“. l "
l-‘i |I“I] 1 .
b
M- e 1 | |
LY ! . t |
* ]
]
1 |3 ) . J |
- ' )
' L]
| | | "J | |
v
i 1 E 4 1 5 & 1 ‘} .
- - " "
r
L ] P | | ’
! ' .
| LI - +
L]
* L
b
I - -
.



After the ORATION was delivered, the Hon. SALEM
Toww was called to the chair, and the following
RESOLUTIONS, being reported by a GCommittee, prea

wiously appainted; were read——and cach of them sep-
arately adqﬁted by the. UNANI MOUS woze of the

whole, consisting of more than SIX HUNDRED
Federal Republicans, from. various parts of the
Cauny  Among whom were our Representatives
in Corgrress from both dzsm c:s, and many other Oﬁ

tig! chamm’m D ,.
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£ AS it is the right of the citizens of a free Republic, on
every proper '*ﬂccasion, to express without restraint, their opine-
ions of the measuves of their Government, and the political
B conduct and' character of their Ruleys; and the Anniversary
E of the DEGLARATION of INDEPLNDENCE being the
| season most suitable and appropriate for the public declaration |
af our sentiments, and also for ,conmdenng and"endcavonng

v
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to cotrect thé abuses by whu,h our INDIPENDENCHE may
be endangeved; and as the alarming and distressing state of
our couiltry, imperiously demands from us a bold, encrgetic,
and unequavocal expression of our fechings and opinions, and
requires of us, collectively and individually, as a solemn and
sacred dutly, every peacecable and constitational cffort to re-
medy the evils we already experience; and to guard against
their further extension, by removing the causes from whence
thcy have arisen : Therefore, '

1st. REsorL.vEp—As the sense of this Meeting, that the Na-
ttonal Government can only be administered in its purity, and
the prosperity of the People permanently promoted, by a con-
formity, In every essential particular, to the system adopted
and rccommended by our beloved -Wasuincgrown, by a fre-

quent recurrence to his precepts, and a solemn reverence for
his example.

2d, ResoLvEp—That the course pursued by the present
Administration has been, in our opinion, a series of alarming
innovatiens and dangerous experiments; in which our rulers
have constantly attempted to allure the popular taste for nov-
elty, by a studied and systematic departure fv om the prmcnples‘
and practice of their predecessors.

; .

3d. ResoLvEp—"That among these innovations, we have
viewed with peculiar concern, their decided hostility to com-
merce ‘under the false pretence of economy) evinced by their
strenuous opposition to all the measures for its defence and
protection of our sea coast and commercial citles, so earnestly.
pursued by former administrations, and so zealously urged by
men of tried patriotism and long experience.

4th. ResoLvEp—That we consider the interests of Agri-
culiure and Comraerce as inseparable; and every attempt to
creale a belief that the former can flourish while the latter 1s
neglected and depressed, as a gross imposition upon the under-
standings of the people, and an insiduous effort to detach {rom
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gach other, different classes of the conununity, who are united
by the strongest ties of reciprocal nterest and advantage,

5th. Resorvep--That the alarming cxpcriment now in
operation, has already turmshed to the advocates ot a fallacious
theory, demonsirative and melancholy proof, that the annihila-
tion of Commerce is certain and inevitable destruction to the
agricultural portion of the People.

6th. Rrso tvED—That the recent acts of the National (zov-~
ernment, interdicting to a Comamercial People the free use
“of the oczan, without limitation of time ; prohibiting all inter-
course by land with the’inhabitants of provinces on our borders,
‘who have hitherto been accustomed to a traffic with us highly
profitable to our citizens; and also restraining commercial
“intercourse between the difterent States, by novel and oppres-
sive regulations—even if they are measures warranted by the
Constitution, are yet to be considered as of the last necessity,
and only to be resorted to In such a crisis of our national af-
fairs, as will admit of no other expedient or rehef,

vy,

7th. RESOLVED-—That from any disclosures that have been
made by the Goverriment, the present crisis does not, in our
opinion, sanction an expedient of such dis stressing tendencyg
and that M it has been adopted from any cause which is con-.
cealed, this concealinent evinces either a want of confidence
highly reproachful to the People; or a consciousness of error
highly disgraceful to the administration.

8th. Resorvep—That if the perplexities in our Foreign Re-
lations have left to the Government no other alternative than
to preserve our ¢ essential resources,” by the total suspension of
ourCommerce ; we yet consider those perplexities as result-
ing, in a great degree, from the former feeble and impotent
policy of our Rulers; or from an unjusuﬁable predilection for
one of the Belhgerent Powers, and an -equally unjustifiable
hatred of the other;—a predilection and hatred altogether in-
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compatible with our neutral position, and highly repugnant to
the character of an Indopendent nation.

9th. Resorvep~That from the precipitancy with which the
Enxhargo Laws'were enacted-~from the temper manifested by
a majority of Congress on that occasion—from the pointed
tendency of aome of the supplemental acts—and from the par-
tial operation of all, as well s from events which nave recent-
1y transpired, we have strong rezson to believe that they were
intended as a virtual and servile compliance with the imperi-
ous requisitions of the French Government ; suspending all:
commercial intercourse with Greatbritain and her coloniesy
under pretence of equally protecting « our resources™ fmm
the depreuuaons of the different Belligercnt Powers. BRI

10th. HRanwEn—-»That the Administration of’ the National
‘Government having thus forfeited every just claim te our
confidence, we feel ourselves pledged to each other, to use
every fair and honorable exertion,.in 2 manner conformable to
the Constitution, to produce a change of men, as the only.
means of producing a radical change of measures; and thereby
restoring our Country to the rank and dlgnlty among Natwns |
from which she has so rapldly descemied | -

11th. ResoLvep--That to accomphsh this purpose, it is,in -
our opinion, of the highest importance, that Massachus...is,
the first to shed the blood 'of her citizens in support of our In-
dependence, and the last to tarnish her glory by revolting
from her ancient faith, should more effectually recover the ex-
alted character she had lost for a season, and return from her
errors to the wisdom which once guided her Councils.

12th. ResoLvEp-—~That from this day we will consider ours
selves pledged, by a zealous and cordial cooperation with our
brethren in &very part of the Commonwealth, and by a more
efficient organizatior: of our strength within the County, not
only to maintain and render permanent the ascendency al-
teady acquired by the friends of the Constitution in the

»
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Lrgmﬂatum of the Com'ﬂmnwealth, but to finish the work of
the reformation by harmonrizing the Executive wnth the Leg-

islative Department of the izovemmcnt

13th. ResoLvep—That we sincerely upbrove the determi-
nation of the Legislature to exercise a privilege clearly vested
in them by the Federal Constitution (and exercised by the Le-
gislatures of a majority of States in the Union) in the choice
of Electors for the two'first offices of the National Government
—~-a mode of choice,”which wiil, in our opinion, conduce to a
more fair and unbiassed. expresalon of the public will than any
other which can be adopted in thesc times of party influence
and pohucal mtngue. o '

14th. REsomEanhat we as cordially and sincerely de-
precate the base and outrageous attempt of a Minority in the
Legislature at the close of. their late session, by mtmgue and
mapagement to usurp-the power of the majority in demdmg
upon this important subject ; and that this attempt, as it furs
~ nishes a striking egample of ‘the. arts which would be more
- extensively used among the People in the choice of ‘Electors,
furnishes also a strong and powerful ream for retaining the
choice in the control of the Legls'lature. |

VOTED, uvNANIMOUSLY, that the ﬁregéih,g; RE SOLU-
TIONMS, be frublished, as the sense of this Meeting, in THOMAS'S

Massasrures Spr, and as an APPENDIX z‘a the ORATION this
day delrvered. | - '

 Assest,

o ~ FRANCIS BLAKE, Secretary.
July 4 1808. ANLAS DLORE Secr
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