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ALLOWED be the facred name of Liber-
ty ! On this day her perfe& will was pro-
claimed upon earth. On this ever memorable
day, America was faluted by an applauding world,
free, foverewgn and independent.  The {olemn
declaration ¢ to live free or die,” was on this
day regiftered in Heaven ! I, then, there be any
in this affembly, any cordial apoflate from the
principles ¢f this political covenant, let him not
impiou(ly profanc the devotions of this anniva-
fary. We have not aflembled to commemorate
the birth of a tyrant, orto difculs the policy of
forecicn Courts.  We¢ have convened, my Coun-
trymen, for the nobler purpefe of celebrating the
era of our national independence. " An era re—
plete with cvents, at once the moft joyous and
awful, recorded in the annals of hiftory. An
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ed our glorious revolution will not be attemp.
‘ed by one unfkilled in political {cience.

- It hasbeen ufual, upon occafions like the
prefent, to detail the mongrous aggreffions, the
tepeated murders, and cold affaflinations, perpe-
trated by the mercilefs hand of a2 bafe and a
deadly enemy.

Tue difmal catalogue of crime and abufe,
of infult and cruelty, we have this day rehearf-
ed,* and which roufed to refiftance the {pirit
of our Countrymen, exhibits but an imperfe&
tketch of the barbarity of ourenemies. You,
My Tathers, who lived and fought in thofe days.
of adveriity, well remember a thoufand inftance:
of unutterable calamities, both national and do.
meflic, and you will tran{mit them 1n tradition to
pofterity, as a memento of the bloody price of
their freedom ! To purfue the detail of their
tyranny, and defcribe the ravages of their barbar-
ity, would require a language of reproach, in-
 confiftent with the joys of this occafion. From
 the {hores of our ocean to the confines of our
wildernels, can be traced the crimfoned foot

* Previcus to the Oravion, the Dzcranarion of InperENDERCR Wag 1o o
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fteps of defolation. Thefe inhuman outrages
have caufed our ‘¢ youthful blood to boil within
18,” and we have {fworn, by the memory of our
fathers, eternal enmity to Tyranny. We will
wt, therefore, proftitute this anniver{ary, to the
urpofe of uncharitable cenfure, bu®endeavor to
‘upprefs every murmur of indignation. We will
aot attempt to analyze the charalter of a people,
vhom, in peace, we acknowledge friends. We
will not violate the gofpel precept of forgive-
1efs, to gratify a paflion of malevelence.

A BrieF review of the moit prominent
:vents, which have occurred fince our exificnce
1s a nation, while it reminds us of the ¢ dangers
we have paffed,” may incite us to vigilance for the
future. At the clofe of a war, as diftrefling in
it progrefs, asit was unjuft in its origin, the
reflources of our nation were too far exhaufted,
and 1ts energics too far enfeeblied, to {fupport the
nreflure of its burthens. The {oldier, who, for
cight years, had gallantly fought in defence of
his Country, now required that recompence ior
h1s fervices, the was unable to beflow. Such,
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the nation, that we are more f{urprifed at the
temperate {pirit of uneafinefs, which for a while
prevailed, than that the dark feeds of infurrec-
tion, which, like a {mothered flame, lie brooding
in the heart, did notburft forth and involve our
Country “¢in one common ruin.” To allay

this fpirit of dlﬁ.ord and to anf{wer the accu-
mulated claims of our Citizens, the old confed-
cration was found totally 1nadc uate. Devifed
at a nenod amid the ““din of mm ” its arrange-
'mcnts were too 1rrecrular and too confuied ion
the ¢ xigencies of- our nation. ‘The muluplicd
difficulties of Government thew the neceflity of
deflroying the materials of this defecive tabric,

and creéing on its ru1m a conftitution, muld, qf
ficient, and vigorous. An attempt to eulogwc
our pleicnt '1dmlrable fyﬂem of State, would be
but * to pronounce the common prmﬁ. of eve-
ry individual, who has experlcnced the advanra-
‘ges and L'mpmcfa it confers.  Emanating from
the will of the people, fanétiotied by the wif-
dom of {ages, and adapted to our genius and con-
dition, it i1s 2 monument of pcrfca‘ ion, uncquat-

fed fince the £r{t human confcderacy. |
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Tue ardor of our revolution having abated, |
efle@ion brought to mind the advantages that!
would refult from a Government, founded 1n rea-;
fon and juftice. = We poflefled a Country exten-|
{ive and fertile, which the bravery of our Citi=
zens had confecrated a fan&uary of liberty.
'The opprefled of human kind might here find
efuge, and recline on the bofom of peace, fe- ]
cure from the demands, and encroachments of ai
foreign defport. We were {eparated from:
rhofe nations of Europe, wherc humanity and } |
the rights of man are outraged by ecvery mmxoni
“f a ty* ant. We were redeemed from the arbi-,

trary contrel of a defpot, whole will was ngkz:,g
and whofe caprice was/law. At this period the!
heart of every American beat with a no_-;‘!
ble, and a generous exultation. His joy el;-g
creafed, as the bleffings of the liberty his own!|
valorous exertions had procured, extended to;
his fellow creatures,

Bur the variety of interefts and the adv erfc
paflions, of which every focxety 1s compoied, im-;
peded its progrels to perfection. IHowever hope-!
tul and felicitating our then prolpe&, dark and
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portentous clouds hovered over our political
horizon. Though the military butchers of Bri-
tain had withdrawn from our f{hores, and the
“feal of forgetfulnefswas placed on paft aggreffions,
“ftill the corrupted {eeds of ariftocracy had taken
Toot, {prung up, and their baneful luxuriance
“had well nigh blighted the growth of our hard-
“earned. liberty !
“* " Partiavity for a government of our own
“workmanfhip, and an implicit confidence in the
Cfincerity of all, who f{truggled in the {fame great
L caufe of vipht, lulled to repofe that laudable {pir-
g"it of jealouly, fo neceffary {or the prefervation
‘of our liberties.  The {plendor of a throne had
charms to aliure the corrupted hearts of our
sock Patriots, and the incenfe of adulation was
“cagerly imbibed by thefe demagogues of facion.
“Stimulated by the hope of perfonal aggrandize-
“ment, this confpiracy threatened the fubverfion
ot every chartered right. The human char-
i acier difplayed itfelf in all the variety of de-
“praved ambition. Hypocrify aflumed the fainted
. garp, and patriotifm was defined ¢reafon, againft
“thic ““ wrLL-poRN" engmies of man ! Our con-
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{itution was v1olated the llbcrty of free difcuf-
fion reftrained, and to complete this royal {cene,
an HorL.v receptacle was prepared for the rights
of' the P.eople ‘ T111 fatal experience had oPened*
our eyes, who would thave conjeGtured, that'an:
mhabltant of this falr land of liberty could have
defcended to fuch a degree of infatuation, as to
combine with the avowed enemies of man, to ef- |
fe& fuch diabolical defigns. It appears To fla- |
grant an outrage on reafon and common fenfe,
that it muft a&ually happen, before its pofiibil- |
1ty can be credited. ,

Sucu, my Countrymen, werc the defligns, |
and fuch the infernal pro_]e&s of your encmies,
which ¢¢ were in the full tide of {ucce(sful exper-
iment !” But heaven foon roufed the ¢ Guar-
‘dian Genius of Columbia.” The {pirit of ’ 7gagain !
~defcended on earth, and eandled in the hearts
of our CltlZCnS the holy flame of hberty

As the ruﬁhng of a leaf 15 like an carth-
quake to the guilty, {p the revival of this f{pirit .
of virtue caufed the hearts of thefe con{pir-
1tors to fear. and tremble. They beheld with

confcious guilt the difclofure of their per-
B
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fidy, and recoiled from the indignation of their
Cotintrymen. = But let us forbear.  Let filence
be the comment on thisdark epoch in our political
callendar, with a fervent prayer ‘to heaven, that
if in its arfenal,” there’' fhll rémain ' fome well- |
wrought vengeance, it ‘may with energy be hurl.
“€d on the curfed traitor to his Couintry !

- Having givendn imperfect outline of paft
‘eccurrences, * it would be “a ¢riminal negle& of
~duty to pafsin filent indiffererice over the pre-
“{ent profperity of our. Country. " It would evi-
dencea derelidticn from thofe feelings and princi-
ples, by which we claim the chara&er of Ameri-
cans. It would difcover ingratitude  to that
" Being, who has given us life, who has given us

libcfty.-"“” S

" I~ this difcuffion, we mean not to provoke
the refentment of party by indif¢riminate cen-
fure, or gratify the feelings’of the moft enthufi-
- aftic admirers of the prefent:adminiftration b
unqualified panegyric of 1ts ofhicers: * !
- THougch, for yedrs paft, the celebration of
“this day has been protaned by i1dolatrous homage
to certain chara&ers, and indi{criminate detrac-
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tion of others, yet, uninfluenced by political or:
Harty prejudice, and without theaid of figurative
embellithment, “we will [peak of them as they are,’
nothing extenuate, nor fet down aught in malice.”
- Qur conflitution has wifély provided that
four years {hall be the probationary period, for
the fervice of the Executive officers of our Gov-
ernment. -~ It is theh we exercife  the higheft
prerogative of freemen. = It is then we with-
hold our confidence from thofc chara&erts, who,
¢t in the abandonment of corftitutional - truth
and principle,” have eftablifhed precedenits,
and enaed laws, which tend to fubvert he fourn-
Jation ‘of our libertics. - Under’ the auipices of
a benign Providence, our conftitution has been
{reed of the cumberous materials, with which 1t was
opprefled, and " renewed its’ native ' energies
in regenerated life. = A virtudus exertion of the
ights of our Citizens, has invefted withauthor-
ity, a chara&er, nolefs eminent for the enlight-
:ned powers of the mind, than the virtuous
qualities of the heart, Poflefling the {incere and.
genuine principles of the Patriot and all thofe
1miable endowments which conftitute thedignity

¢
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ofour nature, and which merit the approbatlon
-of carth and of heaven he is the patron of
: fcxence and the friend of man.

- To dehncatc the virtues of our prcfcm ("overn-
-fment and to do JUﬂilCC to the different charac-
‘ters who ddminifter it, would require language
.of encomium, far beyond my abilitics to beftow.

—A view of the encreafling, profperity of our
..Country,whll 1t demonﬁrates the wi{dom of our
political inftitutions, cannot fail to diffufe uni-
-;_vcrfal fatisfaction. It affords an happy illuftra-
tion of the cnlightencd policy of our govern-
ment, which has prclervcd to us the bleflings of
peace, amid the comrotions which have agitat-
-ed every quarter of the globe. Among the fal-
utary mcafures adopted by the prcfent admini{-
-tratlon and which have been denounced by 1ts
;wcncmlf_s as the moft pernicious and 1mpoli-
tic, a dzmmufwn of national expendiure and
of ﬁublzc burthen, an economical difburfement - of
fpublic money, and @ corretlion of - public abufes,

‘ought to filence the voice of difcontent, to abafh
the emboldened face of guilt, and to paralize
-the tengue of {lander.
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Tur annals of the two laft years evinc{g
that purity of chara&er, official corre&nefs, lonﬁ
and meritorious fervices to the union, are alike
unimportant. If the individual be gu:lty of the
abominable {in of exercifing the rights of conq
{cience; or if he be not: ““arrayed w royal aps
#arel,” he becomes a {acrifice ro the unrelenting
véngeance of party. . This biiter and furious
ipirit,whic h now rages in our Country,isdifgrace-
ful to freemen. It contaminates the public;
mind, creates hoftility and encrealcs the malig-
nant paflions of the heart. There is no virtue:
too fair for its attack, no flate too civilized forits:

gbode.

- In a Republican Government, which weall:
cfteem the moft valuable gifc of indulgent Heav-]
en, the will of the majority conftitutionally
announced, becomes a firft principle of  legal
obligation. It was this, for which our anceftors
fled from the oppreflion of arbitrary power, It
was this,for which Waersn, Mercrg, Mox-rcom-g
eRY and a hoft of intrepid warriors facrificed their!
lives. Letusmot then difturb the {lumber of]
thefe illufirious heroes, by foftcrimg this implaca-.
ble fpirit of party. l
i
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iﬂ** LT thef: téhons it créated 1n:ancient Greecc
hadRon;e, roufe all the energies of our patuie
ta:quell the fury of this audacious harpy. - Iset
ps:beware how we mdulge this DAMNARLE.SPIRIT,
hﬁ“lt cre long, acquize a power th'tt will: rcnd
?afundu the bands of curUnion. Let us hffen
to ‘the voice of reafon.. Let us call to mind the
{acred duty of a pecaceful acquiefcence in the
meafures of our Government. . Let-our affe&ions
‘be attached to the principles of i integrity-and -of
pubhc faith, that the {pirit of our conftitution
may be dlffuﬁ.d through our land, the people-be
zas one handand. one :s...,arf, and umtc thplr ct-
torts {or the plomotmn oi the pubhc cood.
i”  Ox this occafion it will not be expected that
-'the temporary embarraffments to our commerce,
v occafioned by the un'luthorlfcd condu&t of a
bpamﬂl ntendant ﬂlould be a’ {ubje& of fe-
. TI0US inveflligation. © Inexperience would appear
vawkward 1n thé attempr. Thoucr‘l the advocates
for war were ¢ zrcmblmgly alive,” for the dignity
"f-f(.f the nation, and difcovered the moft fender-con-
»eiern for thcu brethren in the wefl; the refultof
,._.negoc:lat]on has proved the mfdom of the

-
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meaFur,e -and confirmed the truth; that ¢ error !
opinign may be fa{dy tolerated, here reafon #

left free to combat it.” o

A

¢¢¢¢¢ Prrrow CITIZENS | whllc we rc_;mcc in thé
;—profpuny of our Country, and. anoV 11 antlcd
pation, ages-of uninterrupted tranquility , let th
mtrigue ofyouz opponents. remind you, that th(ij
fa.mc vigilance, and the {fame virtuous cxertions
which lcd you to difavow the p;mcxp]cs an(
dctedt the infidious atterupts apainft your Ilfrms
‘ouﬂht ever to be prompt an ¢! n.arl) Lo TCp(_I th%
firft eff orts of your encmies, * It requircs CX4)
crtions for the prcﬁ,n ation of cur hu‘.uv, no ]213
heroic than thefirugoles by which it was obrains!
ed. Never thould we folgct that though w ddomi
and virtuc now adorn our Cabinet, pndc andi
COTFUPLION May ere long.mount the C‘ i of Stateg
—though we nov: enjoy the blcflings o{ {1 ccdom
the COlllp]lC'lt"‘(l horrors of iuvltudc‘ may bc the
penalty of a mif Placcd cuﬂzd cace. - S ?;;%
. - Axoxg-.the .varicty. of. dutlcs 113 C"Inbf:l_‘l‘!,i
upen us as,Citizens, theres Lnone ‘more cffen
tial to the pILfLFVﬂt.IQ?II onc: more’ 11ec1.,ﬁ?1y to

the cxiftence of cur ‘nation, than . unanimity.-

f
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" 118 te oldcn chaxn which coﬂnE&s out

t e~ fouritain,” from which!iffue
a ﬁ ﬁrems of life which animate every” mem.
er, andwive vigor and energy to every fociety.
We, Fellow Clnzens have . every incentive to
D iion. - Nature has given us bounds :whofe
pngth no human force can deftroy: It wés
pElic dying 111_]1.111&1011 of our WastiineToN—who
“% en will. not obey 2 . who will not difcard all
aca]f pre;_]udlccs? who does not fecl himfelfa
%gtlzcn of the {ame common. Country; & chlld
5,; f.the famc common parent ? Lit as then; Citi-
ens cultivate this {pirit of union with a fin-
;& erc and 2 a {ingle heart. Let the petty differ-
maces of 1hr_ moment perifhrand die. away. - Let
aparty and paﬂwn ceafe to oxift, and union be
naraved on every heart: - Then may we chal-
“lenge the proudeft foe to {ubdue us;~=then may
“ﬁ-:;_ bid dcfﬁmcc to the powers of earth and hell
’ prevail ‘agajnft us. - Wé fhall theh exhibit:ts
jj.e world a. magmﬁccnt {pe@acle; which will
f@‘ oth, terrify. and:'de light-=:our’ example” will
dnimate  pofterity—=and the .world’s' laft fihots
,ound our matchlefs fame-!
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