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ORATION.

W aro touday notors in the grandest deamu of real lifo
wo stand upon the threshold of nmnentous events, and touch
the garment of occurrences which aro to shapo the future con-
dition of a Continent.

Republican Institutions, and their chief feature, tho capacity
of man for self.government, are upon trinl befure the assem.
bled world.,

To this atrange political and social entanglement the Amer.
ican peoplo sustain the relation of buth the contending parties.
A large minority on the uno side have inaugurated, and are
cartying on, a war against the Constitution and the Federal
Union, and attempt to cover their conduct beneath the shield
of a justifiable revolution; for this purpose, and witha view
to disrupt the old government, they have organized rebellion
into an apprarance of sovereignty, and have sent forth to the
world an appral to ¢ the last argument of kings,” aod a dee-
laration of hatred for, and indepeadence of, the institutions of
the United States of America.

On the other hand, the majurity of the people, a tajurity
composed of the better intellect, greater wealth, and more
liberal instincts, stand up for the government, under which the
nation has grown to bo a chiel power in the carth, and by ex-
pressions of individual opinion and legislative enactment, have
solemnly declared, their unalterable purpose, that there shall
be no severance of tho parts which constitute us one countey—
that, in the language of instruction to one of their represen.
tatives at a foreign Court, there shall be, on sll tho suil con-
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secrated to freedom aml baptized at the font of Ameriean inde.
pedence, or by tho \werican pevple sinco acqyuired, or heros
after, in the order of things and the videnco of God, by
taom to bo acquired, **only one nation end ane guverninent,
arx] that theee i not now, our has there been, nor will theeo be,
any, the least idea of sutlering a dissolution of this Uniun, to
taka place in any way whatever,”

Just so distinet are tho viows of the combatants, and just
« irreconcilable the differences which exist between them.

Nothing ix simpler than the proposition that there can ve no
adjustment of the quarrel, and thnt the absslute submission of
one to the demands of the uther, is the only methml by which
the matter in dispute can bo dispo- O of,

It is of the ntinust consequence to those inunediately con.
cernend that, in so grave an atlaire, their cause shall bo just, and
their tiotives and aims such as to sanctify the means adopted
by thein, to, cffectuate the ends they propuse.  This conse.
quence is aggeramdized by the fact thst the American people
have in charge the future of rational liberty, man's equality,
and trie representative government.  For tho presceevation of
cach of these, wo are responstble to posterity,

All mankind, and espocially the enslaved and oppressed of
mankind, are concerned in thoe civil strugule into which this
nation has heen plunged by the madness of many and tho
wickedniess of a fow., As this struggls terminates, wo main.
tain national unity and puwer, or beenie separated into potty
factions, contetnptibleand puerile, the weakest to bo preyed
upon by the strongest, nod the strongest in turn, to bo the spail
of any considerable foreign rival.  As it tenninates, we aro a
nation of bankrupts, «r uerivalled in the sources of matorial
and political affluence; as it terminates, the mewmory and act
of our fathers will be revered or derided. God save the Re-
public!

In this counection [ propose to consider, now THE SYRUGOLE
OUGHT TO TERMINATE, HUW T WILL TERMINATE, AND \WHEN?

To present a sullicient answer to the first of theso inquiries,
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it will bo necossary to exanmiino the grounds npon which the
contestants claim success should of right erown theie pare
ticular designs,  To this it is not material to gov into a formal
examination of the origin of our guvernment. Tho origin of
the guvernment belongs wholly to the past. It concerns us
now to know whether the guvernment is to be maintained,
amdl by what means it s wost likely this result can bo
reached.

The nestion before ns to day i not as to the causes which
impelled the separation of the North American colonies from
Eogland, or whether these were suflicient to justify oue rovos
lutionary ancestors.  * The logic of accomplished resulte,” jo
the complotest vindication the men of 76 conld desire. Judged
by the standand of inereased prosperity and good to the race,
our fathers have eulogista in every improved human econdition,
in cvery sucvess of otvilized life, and in overy trimmph of con.
stitutional liberty. Thoey neal neither poetry nor oveatory to
sound their fame.  hEvery gathered harvest—every success{ul
adventure—avery increasing source of national revenue—
overy exhibition of charity or religion—ecach, in its tuen, sings
a pacan in theie praise.  The question of concern, as 1 have
sumresied, is whother theic work shall be allowed to remain,
or whether a new state of things shall take its place, and
crude experiment be substituted for ripe oxperience.

Nothing is e certain than that the founders of the Ree
public intended that it should exist for over in concrete ; that
it should bo as incapable of incohesion ns a ray of light or a
glanceo of the eye.

Before the oconvention of the memworable 7th of October,
1765, when committees feomy mino coelontes met 10 New-York
to discuss the poliny of forcible resistanco to the Stamp Act,
the idea of an indissoluble Union, as the future destiny of tho
strugeling culenies, had hlled the miads of the people. The
coming oveant was clearly discornible.  Hs lengthening shad.
ows procinimed the doom of tyranny and king-craf?, and ere
yet purposs had taken tangible outline and shape, Patrick
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Henry—pgifted with prophetio power, oxclaimed, * Al Amer.
ica is theown into one mass—where aro your land marks—
your bonndaries of colonies?  They are all thrown down,
The distinctions betweenrt Virginians, Pennsyivanians, New.
Yorkers, and New.Englanders, are no more. 1 am not a Vir.
ginian, but an Ametican;” and before the adoption of the
federal Constitution, and while the states were only linked
togather as friendly confedemtes for common defence and
mutual wellare, they adopted the title of United States of
America, and the 13th article of their league declared that
their union should be perpetusl.  This, in 1778, Nine years
afterwarnds, the people of the United States—not the politi.
cians, nor the wire.pulling leaders, not the dircctors of party
caucases, nor the selfish placc.seekers—the people of the
states, who before were united by the articles of confeder.
tion, *in onder to form a8 more perfect union” among them.
sclves, ** establish justice, inaure their dumestie teanquillity,
provide for their conmon defence, promote theie general wel.
fare, and secure the blessings of liberty to themselves and
their pasterity,” onlained and established the Constitution to
defend the prinegdes of which six hunldeed thousand men in
arms are to dayv on the helds of sanguinary strife.

This compact was made by and between the people; it
was intended to be, and iy, a perpotual contract of alliance ; it
18 indisseluble 10 its nature, as it is in tho termse used to ex.
press its inseparableness. It is * a covenant running with the
lamd,” and the heirs, if they take the inheritance, cannot
avold the conditions which their ancestors impased upon its en.
jovment.  The agreement cannot be avoided or alterml except
in the express manner provided, or by the concurrence of all
the parties in interest, It is too late for South Carilina to vay
to Mnssachusetts, *# l don't liko you, and I won't live with you.”
If the Palmetto state did not desire the axsociation. she should
not have entered tuto the Union. Being in, by God's help,
she shall stay. Sho shall neither bluster out, not fight out,
nor secede out, nor skedaddle out.  New.York, teo, is a joint
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tenant with Mississippi and Georgia, and it louks very much
as if tho Knickerbockers would enjoy the whole estate of the
Tadpoles and Buzzards, by mero right of survivorship.

It is asked : Is there, then, no power inherent in a peoplo to
change their governmeat ? Are they forever to remain station.
ary in their kleas, and so arrest the progress of the mind, and
its capacity for improvement 2 Certainly not.  No such oxi.
genoo hasoccurred hero.  Tho difliculty with rebellion is, that
the majority of the people de not desiro change, and when
thoy do, the Constitution itsclf provides how it shall bo altered,
or amended, or substitutad (or another,  Congress, vn applica.
tion of two thinls of the tmembers of both its houses, ot of
twwo thirds of the legislatures of tho several states, s odliged
to call a convention for proposing amendments to the Consti.
tution, aml if theso propositions are subsequently ratified by the
legislaturca of three fourths of the several states, or by Con.
ventions in threo fourths of them, the nmendinents becomo
part of the organic law, Now it is a well.knowa legal
tnaxing, ‘ expressio unius est exelusio allerius ” tho naming
of an expreas odo by which a thing may be done, excludes
its petformanco 1n any other than the given manner.  And, in
tha language of Mr. Madison, the Constitution * being a com.
pact among the states in their highest sovereign capacity, and
constituting thoe people thereof one people for certain purposes,
it is not rovocable or alterable at the will of these states indi.
vidually, as the coustitutivn of a stato is revocablo at its in.
dividual wiil, and no state can at plcasure release itself there.
fromn and sct up for itself.  The comnpact can ouly bo disselved
by the consent of the other parties, or hy usurpations or
abuses of power justly having that effect.”

When the great North, and the wise Fast, and tho brave West,
get ready for inglorious national oblivion, the vain, supercilious
and barbaric South, may play the hand of empire alone; but
until then, hier boasted chivalry will bo tnade to march and keep
step to tho music of an undivided Unton. When three fourths
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of onr entire people shall have approved the amendments to
the Constitution which shall have been proposed by two thinds
of their number, the so-called ¢ Confederate States” will have
8 new constitution, but not until then. (God hasten tho hour!
So lot every lover of liberty pray. So only shall we escaps
the witheriny sarcanin which tannts i with our boasted free.
doin while it points its scornful finger at foue millions of hu.
man boings in bondage and in chains!  \When that day comes,
the Gentus of Liberty, herselfl emancipated from the fetters
of a written oade, will shed a tmer light on the American
mind. Then shall our anthems to Liberty not bo drovened in
the divsonant cry of the manacled alave.  Our incense will not
bo driven before the hot breath of an oppressed amd servilo
race, but risn to the throno of Gad, an honest, ns well as
grateflul sacrifice!  There will be in the new constitution no
aving clause, no ambiguous provision in favorof man’s right to
hold his fellow.man in perpetual bondage ; the waters of frecdom
will cover the face of the whole empire, and slavery find no
rest upon it for the sole of her foot,  The soarce of all our na.
tional misdfurtunes—the disturbing element in our life—the
cancer in oire body pelitie will bo destroyed forever. Our rause
of shame, and sin, and sorrow, will cease further to afliict our.
wives, and exasperate hamanity, We will then have a con.
stitution as well as a2 oonntey, to which en Amerntcan can refer
with pride.  Wo will have a consistent theory of guvernment,
and n Declaration of Independence concurrent in sentiment
und expression with the law of the land.

For one, 1 desiro the change.  “While I will obey and [oith.
fully observe al/ that the Constitution of tny conntry requires,
| vel wish the supreme law to be fonadeal on the principles of
God's eternal justice, and to sqnaco with His golden rale. 1
desire that the law of might shall be the law of right. As
the case now stawds, my moral nature shrinks while I yield to
the cotnmand that, if the enslaved escapo into a xaciety whero
freedom is not dependent upon complexion, he <hall be delir.
cred up on the demand of his owner, and so a stronger mana.



O

cle put upon him for obwying an irresistiblo amd universal in.
stinet *  Men and brethren, ought such thingse be ?

“ Can such thinge be,
And overcume us like a summer’s cloud
Without our special wondee I

[ (eankly eonfess [ want an amendment of the Canstitution
on thix subject. 1 believe that if this civil war, which the
slave olizarchists have fomeoted, shall, ol itself, sow the
death.seeds of Mrican bondago amonyg us, the harvest of sell
respect the nation will thereby reap, and the censideration it
will thereby gnia, will be worth moro than the cost of the
war.

A ment distinguished  \werican, who filled the highest
office in the people’s gift, aml who brought to the dischange of
it duties the aid of a blameless life, a cultivated mtad, o
comprehensive intellect, and a long expericnes, writing on this
subjeot, says: ¢ The impression prstuced on my mind by the
progress of this discussion is, that the bargain between free-
dom and slavery, containad in the Constitution of the United
States, is morally and palitically vicions ; inconsistent with
the prineiples upon which alone our revolution can bo justifiad ;
cruel and oppresaive, by niveting the chains of slavery, in
pledaing the faith of freadom to maintain and perpetuate the
tveanny of the master, and gresly unequal and impolitie, by
admitting that slaves are at once enemies, to be kept in subs
jugation ; properly, to be secured and restored to their owners;
and persons, not to be represented themselves, but for whom
their masters are privileged with nearly a double share of
representation.  The consequence has been that this slave
representation has governed the Union.  Benjamio, portivned
above his brethren, has ravened as a wolf”

For these, and my own, and Kiadred sentiments on this
question, [ invite fromn Hippaney, ignorance, or sin, some bet.
ter objection than calling the person who holids them agitator,
abolitionist, and the like. I iuvite these and all disapprovers
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to talk leas and think moro, and to study tho history of their
countey, and tho sentiments and opinions of her statesinen,
patriots, and guides,

That causo is indead bad for which nothing that ts neces.
sary, expedient, or good, can be urged as a reason why it
should succeed.  This is tho exact plight of rebellion.  Not
traitor, nor sympathizer with treason, can towday assign any
fair, just, or reasonablo pretext for the precipitation on oue
beloved land of a catastrophe so appalling in its proportions
that all Christendom i1« disturbed and anxions,

Why did theso southerness muake war upon the country,
converting their own domain into n receptacie of stolen goads,
snd the hiding.place of mercenaries, murderers, and wadmen,
and ours inte one vast receuiting tent?  Tell me, you, cow.
anlly and traitorous notthman, who talk about peace beforo
the last armed foe has expired on the soil his attainted blosd
defiles, or of compromise, while yet the walls of vur hospitals
resound with the groans of the mangled, apd are damp with
the death.dew of the expiring ! Tell e, you, sneaking,
hypocritical, mean, envious England, with profexsions of goad.
will to us on vour falss lip, aml hatred and all uncharitable.
ness to us on your falser heart ! Tell me, you, weak imitator
of the virtues and base servitor of the vices of the Bonaparte,
with voue proffered medintion in a neighbor’s quarrel?  Tell
e, vou, traitors Davis, Pickens, Stevens, and Flovd ? what do
you say proveked you to the puint where forbearnnce ceased
to be a virtuo?

What had we of the Nerth usurped that belonged to you ?
[ inquire not now of what some among us may have said. |
challenge any act of usurpation by the non.slaveholding
states against your rights as members of the cvnfederacy.
Facts are incontrovertible.  What had we done 2 What pro-
vision of the foleral Constitution had we violated 7 For onco
lay aside your declamation and abuse, and svberly and truth.

fully stato your griovances.
You know, and wo know, and the world knows, that ws



made no encroachinent upon your reserved rights ava party
to thoe compact botween your fathers and onrs. You Know,
also, that wo have been <o terrilid at your reiterated threats
against the fumily peace and genernl welfare, that, in oue
an\iety to preserve national concend, wo have saerifiend per.
sonnl honor and state pride.  Your valled ue * mudasills” and
“preasy mechanies,” until Iabor alinost began to be ashamed
of its God.given dignity,  You beat out representatives in the
national council chambers becatso they expressed the views
of those whon they served.  You denied ue feeedom of
speech in all vour borders.  This and much else, beforn the
last bunlen which broke our nneamnplatning paticneo into ace-
tive, and, a« vou are deatined to learn, terrible resistanco and
deserved retraibution,

Rut what had wo done 2 How sinned against you? I
1520 vou wanted a pgeographical linit assigoed to your pe.
caliar institution, and we passed the law gnown as the Mis.
couri Compromise,  You got sick of this when it appeared
that slavery woull not be n gainer thereby, as it was supposed,
and bLegrad a repeal of the net. It was repealed. I 1500,
vou clamored for further legisiation 1 favor of yvour property
in human betng< and the fugitive slave law was placed on the
nation’s statute book.  You were the daughter of the horse
leech.,  You continually crind, * Give, give!” and wo gave,
Wo kept giving until we had net anoat left in the bin, and
on your demand, gave vou the bin too.  But nothing would
satiafy vour mpacity ; vou had resolved to quareel with us

Du veu remind me that we did not return your escaped
slaves ! Thin is only half the truth. \Whenever vou came
after vour chattel, with legal proofs of ownership, we canght
and caged him, and sent him back to vou, often at our vwn
expense.  [f vou idid not think it worth your while to hunt up
your runaway, it was nuene of our concern.  Sometimes a
man among ux, more of a humamtarian than a juris-consult,
and better versed in the law of nature than the law of the
land, illegally, but censcientivusly, aided your bondman te

11_;.



cscape.  John Brown did 30, and you hanged him for it !
Hut no state, us such, and no authoreity within n state, ever
hesitated or rofused to perform its constitutional obligntions
to you on this head.  Tho cuntrary of this cannot be truth.
fully maintained.

Do you remind e, also, that aone of aur free atates (would
to Gud yours were all free) passed what are known as the
personal liberty bills, and that these enactiments were in vio.
lation of the Constitution ! It is true that they did, and that
they were wholly without warrant for it.  But, andi alteram
partem ! Hear the other side.  Not one of these atates at.
tewpted to onforce theso laws, nor did the judicial tribunals,
in any instance, pronounce in favor of their validity, and
several of them very soon repealed tha obnoxions enactiments,
Young Wivconsin has donoe so even sinco you plunged us into
an internecine war,

What ¢lve have wo done?  \What other cause of grievance
have vou growing out of any commilled breach of our duty
towards you?

| hear you go about eomplaining that, in 1860, a sectional
party at the Notth elected a President.  In your declaration
of causes which induced the secession of South Carolina, you
state, amony other things, that a ¢ geouraphical line has been
drawn necoss the Unton, aml all the statee north of that line
have been umited in the election of a man to the high othee of
President, whose opinions and parposes aro hostile to slavery.”

This 1« falee, and you know it to be. Mr. Lincoln was
clectid by lexs than one third of tho entire vote cast.  You
know this is true.  Figures will not lie to help your cause,
You set up John C. Breckiaridgo as a candidate, and tried to
hully and wheedlo the democratio party of the North into the
support of your seetional, time-serving aspirant.  In its death.
threes, this once great political power redecined the foily, and
expinteal tho wickedness of a lifo spent in alternate fear and
worship of you. It refused to honor your idel. The vote of
this party organization was given to Mr. Douglas, only a few
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irrevarsiblo 't dongh.faces” thrawing away their patronage on
Mr. Breckinridpo. The northern states did not unite in the
slection of Mr. Lincoln.

I Mr. Lincoln be seotional—if his purposes are hestilo to
slavery, you have bhrought the calamity upon yourselven and
ue. . Tho man who omits to do an aet hu may perform, by
which the lifs of his fellow can bo ravol, is morally guilty of
munler, if death be the result of his omission, as murh as he
who lies in wait and wilfully kills.  You pretend to believe
that Mr. Lincoln entertained hostile purposes to African
slavery as it exists among you, nmd omitted th cast your vate
for Mr. Douglas, which you knew was the only means to
prevent the election of the man you charged with enter.
taining sectional visws and unconstitutional prejudices!  But
your want of candor i again tennsparent,.  You knew that
Mr. Linceln was on recond against the subverston of the
constitutionnl provisions respecting slavery, Yon knew that
in his senatorial contest in Hlinots, hoe had publicly and delib.
erately declared hiinself as disfavoring nn unconditional repeal
of the fitgitive slave law ; as unpledged against the admission
of any mory slave states; as unpledged to the abolition of
slavery in the District of Columnbia, and to tho prohibition ef
the slave teade between tha different states.  Yon knew all
this when you sought justification fur folly in falsehond, and
are now in the condition of a man obliged to utter n dozen
untruthe to save his first falsn statement from falling into
hopeless disgrmce,

[ recar to the question, what have we of the North done by
way of ayrgression, usurpalion, or abuse of pomeer, which can
be urgrd in palliation of the treason of the South, or the at-
temnipt to destroy the most utterly benign government that ever
blesced a people ?

Concede now, cawsa argumenti, that the last presidential
election resulted in the choies of a mman whaso declared opin.
ions on the subject of slavery were in oppusition to tho well-



ascertained providions of the Constitution, What then ! The
upshot of the matfer is, that a new political party had sue.
ceeded in electing its candidate, not by reason of its own
strength, but because of dissensions which distracted its ad.
versary. ‘The oppunants of Me. Lincoln and of his political
sentitnents, had a clear working majority in both houses of
Congress, and the President elect, for two years at least, could
wicld but a nominal sceptre.  He coulu not oven distribute
the spoils of success,  The South knew and understom] this;
knew that the supreme legislative and judicial power were in
e own grasp and interest, and yet, with a < aplicity even
more renarkable for weakness than meantiess, abandons its
post, and flanats in the face of an astonishied age its appre.
hensions that the guarantees of the Constitution are in danger
of being destroved, and its rights under it, teampled upon and
denied 3 then, with an audacity of profunceness, unegualled in
the nunals of blasphemny, appeals to the Supreine Judge of
the Universo foe the purity and rectitude of its intentions,

Upon the election of Mr. Lincoln, praduced, as 1 have
shown, by the Soath itsolf, treason, which had been hatceh.
ing in secrvey and sin, exhibited a hostile front to the conntry
and the Constitution. South Carolina, the hot-bed of Jisloyalty ;
over vain, self-glorious and troublesome, led the way., The na.
tional fortress oreeted in her harbor at the national expense,
and defended by a mero handful of onr soldiers, was exposed
to the munlersus firs of six thousand perjured scions of chiv.
alry, and the national envgn——onr hitherto untarnished flag—
shut away from ita stafl, and a bastard rag ran up 1 s dis-
honored place,

The first overt act of trea-on was commnitted ! The had ex-
ample set by South Carolina was imntated by other states, uatil
step by step, armed resistance to the constituted tribunals of
the country, was substitnted for obedience to the laws of the
land, and civil war, with all its attendant horrors, was forced

upnn us.
Enough has been shown to prove rebellion disentitled to
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success. It is not an appeal to justice ; it is a resort to force
and fraud ; and unless mankind are prepared to confound dis.
tinctions botween fuir and foul, between right and wroug, bo-
tween gomd and bad; unless our libertios aro indeed the sport
tnd at the mercy of unscrupulous and selfish demagogues, and
unloss this worlid was made for thoe Catilines, the Borgias, and
the Machiavellis of the race, surely this unholy crusade against
an enlightencd and paternal government, should not be favored
with success.

Bat how reill tie strugglo terminato?  Will tho tecason

sticceed ! Will it ?

“Oh, country, marvel of the earth’
Oh, realm to sudden greatness grown!
The age that gloried in thy bLirth,
Shall it behold thee overthrown !
Shall traitors lay that greatness low !
No! Land of Hope and Blemsing, No!

“ Qur hamming marts, our irun ways,
Our wind.tosaed woods on mountain cres,
The hoarse Atlantic, with his Lays,

Tho calm, brvad ocean of tho West,
And Missinsippt’s torrent flow,
And loud Niagam, answer, No!

* And we, wha wear thy glostouvnune,
Shall we, like cravens, stand apart,
When those whom thoua hast trusted, aim
The death blow at thy penerous heart !
Forth poen the latte-cry, and lo!
{osts rise in harness, shouting, No!”

It must terminato in shame and disaster to thasa who 8o
wantonly paltered with allegiance and imbrued their traitorous
hands in brothers' bloxl. It must 20 tcrminate because of con-
trolling moral and material considerations applicabls to it.
The time has not gone by when tho success of a causo may
reasonably be estimated by its claims en truth, honor, and
justice. These aro still, and ever will be, cardinal to success ;

their absenco from any enterprise may be taken as evidence
that it will come to naught.
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“ For right is right, since God 9 God,
And right the day must win,
To doubt would te dislopalty,
To falter, woull be si:.?

However delayad the final victory may bo—howover impe-
ded by repulse or intermediate dofeat—tho ond is as assured
as though tho last gun had been fired, or the last sabre drawn,
inn the flush of ultimate trivwmph.,  And this not alvne or so
inuch because wo are numerically stronger than the foe, but
becauso “right the day must win.” The mathematics of
morals have as much to do with armics as the tactics of Scott
or Hardie, * Courage must be born of conscience,” and
“* Thrico iv ho armed who hath his quarrel just.” A sense of
right in men cnables themn to achieve acts of valor, which
no tnere physical capacity could ever accomplish, The pur-
pose that is begotten of patriotisin and duty carries witis it an
encrey, resistless as the lightning and certain as fate.  Cow.
ardice is the natural ally of crime; wrong.doing and fear, aro,
to cach other, as the cloud and the rain, ¢ The wicked llee
when no man pursueth.” It is ¢ the thief doth fear cach bush
an otlicer ;" and it is becguse of this moral power inherent ina
good ecause, that the Union arms must succeed.  If tho United
States were prosecuting this war to gratify the lust of empire,
or to satiate rovenye, or to deprivo a peoplo of any of the bles-
sings of civilization or Christianity, or to fasten upon then
chatns of servitude, wo might well have misgivings as to the
tesiie. Wo nre not fighting for these, or ony of these,  We
are fighting to conquer a peace, to subdue arebellion, to extin.
guish a treason, to save a country and preserve its liberties,
We are fighting on holy ground, for the ark of cunstitutional
frecdom.  Wo are fighting for the lands which contain the dust
of our fathers, threugh which our broad rivers run, and over
which our towering mountains cast their protecting shadow.
We are fighting to relieve liberty—belesgured in the house of
its professed friends—and firm, and free, and one furcver, have

sworn
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¢ By our children's golden future,
By our futhere’ stainleas shield :
That which God and heroes left ue,
We will never, never yield!

When to this moral aspeot of the struggle, we add cirenin.
stanoes of material or physical advantage, 1t doos not require
the gift of prophecy to foretell the end.

And first, there nover has been, in history, an instance of o
northern raco permanently defeated by a southen one, The
influences of climate, tho traits of character transnitted by
race, or whatever other subtlo causo may be assigned by stu.
dents of nature or philosophy, have beon sufficient always to
produce the result,

From tho timo of Attila, or even earlier; from the days
when the monarchs of Assyria over-run Asin, and the Pharachs
of Egypt conquered Nubia and Abyasinia, there has been no
grand cxception to this gencral lnw. Whenover the north was
faicly pitted against the south, the sonth succmmbed. Wit
ness even the fall of the Roman Empire, when the incarsions
of Goths and Vandals overturned the work of the Civsars;
witness the expulsion of the Moors from Spain; witness the
superiority of northern races, ns manifestal in the cmn.
sades ; witness Poland swallowed up, despito of heroie resist.
ance, by Ruesia; witness the defeat and decline, both lonyg
continued, of the Moslem rule; witness Spain and Haly, con-
quered again and again by France, and Pranco hersell always
beaten, when really matched against England.

And will the starxin their courses now fight for Sisera ? Will
the order of naturo be disturbed for the southern race on this
continent? Have not southern races heretofore established in
America already melted away before the superior prowess, or
incttle, or skill, or endurance, of northerners? Has not Mex.
ico confessed herself subject to this law ? Do not Louisiana,
and Florida, and Texas, and California, attest that, no matter
by whom settled, and by whom claimed, they must beiong to
the descendants of northern rnces?  \Who imagines that their
futuro history will, in this respect, belie their past.

2
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The south has chosen to throw down the gauntlet, and long
as wo delayed, bitterly as wo regretted the necessity, the
gauge i aceepted.  The light is one to which, unless Nature
contradicts herself, there can only bo one result,  The cold,
steady determination of tho tempernto zone, will, now as over,
bo more than a match for the impetuons but transient enthu.
sinsin of those who come {rom the regions of the equator.
Snoe cools fire, but fire never inflames ice,

There are, howevee, otler and ynt more material reasons
to pradict a victory for the Uniun ; reasons that need no phil.
osophy of race, nor historical knowledge, to aid in their dis.

covery or spplication.  The simple reason that is told in Rob
Roy's song, that

*They will take who hiave the power,
Ak they will keep 1rha can”

Nations have sometimes cre now had right on theie side
and scetned to fuil.  Exceptions mny have been apparent,
though not real, even to the ruly just referred to; but it has
been when the preponderance of power has been so terribla
that there was no rminting it; it was beecause n greater rule
came into play. This rule will help us now.  We tAink weo
have 'rovidenco on our side: =0, perhaps, the south think of
themselves ; but we Arow we have the heaviest artillery, and
‘ Hercules himself must vield to odds,™

To back our confidence 10 our canuse, wo have the mightiest
urintes, the largest hosts, the best-equipped soldiers, the most
terrible engines of war. It s a contest between twenty mil-
lions amd eight millions, and of the eight at least two are
wishinyg us to succeed. It is a contest between those who
are strong in wealth of every sort—in capital and the products
of labor—in the results of skill aml the achiovements of phil.
osophy-—in the hanlihood that comes from exercise of every
faculty, physical or mental—in the confilence that results
from a knowledge of this superiority—in resources that, by a
comparison with those of our enerny, or of any people that
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aver weat to war, are inexhaustible, Supplies of men and
tneans pour in till government is embarrassed to know what
to do with them. Wo havo generals instenoted in tho beat
schoola of madern warfare, and troops, at last prosounced by
competent and impartial judges, worthy of comparison with
the beat.disciplined armies of continental Furope.

What dees oue encmy oppase ? - Not what he did oppose a
yoar ago; but what does he opposo now?  Lasge arnntes,
doubtlens, composed in part of desperate and brave men, who
fight knowing that defeat is ruin—Dbut armies that cannot bo
replenished.  Their all is staked on the hsxand of a single
throw ; tre can donblo our armies in ninety days. Their
stick of offensive weapons was at the outset equal to ours, for
they stolo the beat wo had; but wo have taken back the
stolen property, and they have no moro arsenale to rob; ne
foundries where they can east cannon on which they dare
rely 5 no ontlet or inlet now by which foreign aymupathics can
supply the resources they have not in themselves.  Therr
citics are desolate.  Their countey i« in part latd waste; for
no army, friendly or hostile, passes over a country without
devastating its ficlds, and sxpreading ruin among its inhabi.
tants, [ts people is impoverished.  Ite currency is worthless.
e aro constantly praducing new inventions, increasing our
power, infusing into our gunnery new principles, and into our
guns pow forco.  They, if by chaner they hit upon a pninciple,
have no means to apply it, and blow up their Merrimaces
while we cover the rivers aml seas with Monitors,  They mass
their armies only to withdraw them bofore yet greater masses,
and throw up mighty fortifications only to desert them before
still greater threatenings. If in the field they ettack us and
ficht well, it is yet ever with one resuit. An unexpected
movement may catch us unawares and do us harm: but our
steadier and more resoluts men never fail to find their recu-
porative energy, and demonsteate their real cournge by wring.
ing a final victory from what at first sectned defeat and over-

throw,
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Theso considerations are controlling on my own judgment as
tn Ao the steuggle in which the nation isengnged should and
will end.  Wnrx tho strugelo will terminnte, wo ocannot di.
vino. It is not in himan foresight to adjust the hour, Yo
may, howover, do muach to prolong or shorten it.

Il those of our people who remnain at home withhold their
netive sympathies from the constituted authorities—if, becanse
they happen not to have voted for Mr. Linceln, they aro indif-
forent to his administration of the government—if pwlitical
defeat hav soured their tempers aml engendersd hate—if, in a
wonl, they give up to party what wae meant for mankind——
the strugelo will by prolonged 1n the proportion in which such
sentunents are held, and such comduet maintained : buat if, ns
one man, irrespeetive of every lesser consideration, the people
thing out the starey banner to the breeze, if they pray for it,
talk for it, work for it, fight for it ; if they smile on those who
do, and frown on these whe do not, the sound and shock of
war will xoon ccasein the land.

Certainly there is no 2uiit so great as his, who, remaining
at howe, gives nid amd comfort to the enemy, by prating of
peaco or treaty.  ‘This i« not the tame for cither, nad who notw
talks of either, | care not whe, or what his politieal antece-
dents, is an adversary of the country’s cause.  The proper
place for every man is amony thase with whom he fraternizes,
and our forts were never so well emploved as garrisoning, in
vuilty compaoionship, northern sympathizers with routhern
trartars,

L.et such ax these talk of commpromise, whils vet the sinoke
of the murder that i« being done upon vur sons settles heavily
upon the fields where they fall ]

Finully, whatever elve is uneartain—whatover is obsenre—
whatever is involved in doubt—thisx one thing ts clear and set.
tlad bevond peradventuro—the pen of history will never wrile
the destruction of this government!  Away down in the ages
to come, millions of people will shout and sing for the Union
and its indissolubility.  When Rome and Greece, and the glo-
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ries of Rome and Cirecen, shall ba musty mythology, the Con.
stitution of our conntey will bo the text-book of eational lib.
erty throughont tho globo, and our children’s childeon'’s chil.

dren'’s posterity mako the blue arch of heaven rexnund with the
anthems of the {ree.
Then, a« now,

“ The starapanglel baonee in trinmph shall wave,
(Vep the land of the feee and the heme of the benge ™

And as its folds, emblematic of the liberty of the race, and
the unity and power of the American people, gracnfully Kise
the wooing winds, the inheritors of its glory, amd the defond.
ers of its honor, with hymn, and chant, and sonyg, and shout,
will exultingly cry

* For ever float that standanl ahent.”



