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Ferrow-CiTizens,

ON this day is exhibited, throush.
out the United States, a new and interefting fpetta-
cle—a great and enlightened people affembled to
celebrate their freedom and independence, and to
commemorate the day which fendered them free and
independent. It was that event which fuifilled the
prophetic hopes of patriots, poets and philofophers,
in clder times. 1t 1s that fpe@acle which they de-
fired to behold, but could not. They beheld in-
deed from the mountain-top, and afar off, the pro.
mifed fcene; but to enter upon it, to take a nearer
view of the fublime and glorious fpeflacle, and to
Fanicipate in the feelings and joys of that highly

avourcd people, was forbidden: a broad and im-
paffab'e gulph, the immaturity of events, feparated
them from that felicity which has been referved for
us. Yet they fung and prophefied the certain ad-
vent of this day. They Icattered in filence, but in
confidence, the feeds of truth, liberty and glory.
They faw their labours fucceflively flourifh, mature, .
and fcatter their feed with increafe of a thoufand
fold; and {eeing, exulted in the perfuafion, that
though the harvelt might not be theirs, it was fure
and certain. The germ thus planted infecyet, fpread
and communicated, tiil the world was ful) of its in-
fluence, and expefled the moment when the defire
of nations fhould be accomplithed. But who fhould
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fap forth the vindicator of man, and become the
mark, and perhaps the vi€lim, of confederated del-
potifm ?  Linpatient of further wrongs, and alarmcq
at the inf.tiable and continued incroachments of
Britifh power upon their dear and boafted privi-
leg syth: United tates of America,on the Fourth day
of July, 1776, declared themnfclves free and indce-
pendeat.  This was the glorious confummation,
prophelicd, hoped for, laboyred for. To the world
1t was a day of incalculable importance. Empires
had rifen, "and had fallen: thele cvents however
were not the coneern and caufe of the people, but
of their mafters.  ut this was the caufe of man, and
interefted the feelings of mankind.  Every fondeft
hope, every trembling anxiety, cvery ardent wilh
and fervent prayer, rulhed to that point as the blood
to the heart.  The taliiman had been touched, and
the fhock was felt and anfwered through the univerfe.
"That day was a great &ra in the hiftory of man; it
was to decide the queftion between the people and
their oppreflors ; upon the turning of the balance
dependcd, whether Liberty fhould quench her torch
in the ocean, or whether it thould burn forever ;
whether fhe fhould dwell with men, or fly to her
wonted caves, and hide herfelf jn her decp recefles.
To the immediate aflors it was a day of inexpreflible
anxiety. Unpraflifed in policy and blood, their
hands and their exertions had bcen employed in
domeftic offices, and in the arts of peace. Her
gentle voice alone had echoed in their fields; their
ears could not endyre the difcordant clarion of war;
;‘hey fhuddcred at the profpeét of burning cities, and
fields empurpled with kindred blood. How could
they meet the onfet of Britith valoyr and difcipline ?
where were the refources to balance the Britifh
greafury P The heart-ftrings of ancient loyalty were
burft by a feparation from the once honoured mother-
gountry, the birth-place of their fathers. But the

dread refolution had pafled ; the eyes and the hopes
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of mankind were upon them; it was fhameful tu
look back, it was dangerous to prdceed., Before
them was the power of an ancient and formidable
kingdom, inftigated by thirlt of domination, and
encouraged by community of caule with the powers
and potentates of the earth.  The profpett was
blackened with the revulfion of man to accumulated
bondage, the renovation of ancient abufes, the ex-
tinttion of hope, and the curfe of difappointed hu-
manity. But hope lighted their way, and the re-
membrance of former wrongs ftrengthened their
hands, and fortified their bofoms. The emancipa-
tion of a world, the termination of the minority,
and the completion of the full age of mankind, the
name of the eldeft-born of freedom, brighter funs,
unclouded fkics and fairer hields, were the prize—
beavier chains and deeper dungeons were the forfeit!

That day, fo defirable, {o important, fo pregnant
with events, we now cclebrate. It is indeed no or-
dinary occafion. Asevery thing until the fulfilinent
of all hope is but fecondary at moft, fo afterwards it
is even lefs, The fun has rifen to-day, and will fet;
but fuch another occafion mankind never have cele-
brated, and never will celebrate. We fee that day,
we enjoy thofe privileges, fo much and fo long de-
fired ; for the attainment of which {o much labour
has been fuftained, fo many miferies have been en-
dured, and fo much blood has been fhed. How
little do they who have always enjoyed the high pri-
vileges of the free, know how to eltcem them. Ma-
ny of us, who now fport in the pavilion of freedom,
hardly know how, or by whom, it was raifed. Ma-
ny of this aflembly, who have borne their part in the
fuccefstul ftruggle, now repofc in the fhade of their
laurels, and enjoy the reward of their labours. But
how many are they who have oppoled their brealts
to the battle, who have toiled, hungcred, thirfted
and forrowed, and at laft perithed in the caufe; who
never tafted the reft provided for the wcll-defcwing ;
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who fecll while the conflift was doubtful ; who heard
not the fhout of vitlory, and died in the bitter ap-
prchenfion that their country might yet be enflayved.
How great the price which they have paid for this.
They flecp alm »it forgotten in the earth, They tafte
not of the fcltivity of this day. They are not with
us, to bchold their children in the poflcflion of all
carthly good. Lct us not run heedlefsly over their
graves, but remember them in our joy with a holy
and grateful rememmbrance. The birth of a p.ince,
and the coronation of a king, have heretofore been
celebrated with clamorous mirth; but the prefent
occafion, exciting more pure, dignified and confol-
atory feclings, demands expreflions correfpondently
decent and digmfied. QOur annual inceanfe arifes to
the God of harvelt, the giver of peace and profperi-
ty ; let this be our annual thank{givingto the God of
Liberty, and therein, «f 2very good and every per-
fect gl%,l.

The United States have indeed eftablifhed their
freedon and independence. They have given a
leffon to nations, worthy of imitation, and which
they fhall follow, as they attain to the degree of
prepar tion neceflary to profitby it.  They will re-
quire new examples as they advance, and require
them of their firft inftruttors. They will claim a
fhare in the hoarded experience of thole who have
gone before them. The attainment of independence
1s but the beginning of labour, and the foretafte of
its bleflings ; to fecure and preferve it, is the toil-
fome confummation. The prejudice of the age 15
not an adherence to ancient inflaitutions ; itis rather
a paffion for nove'ty and impr vement. This pal-
fion, which operates fo univerfally, finds an inex-
hauftible fubje&t in government, in fyftems of poli-
cy, and hypothetical conftitutt ins. It wou!d well
become the American people, as they have fhewn
mankind the way to freedom, to teach them how to
ufe and to enjoy it ; to continue flill foremoft in the
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sourfe of political improvement, tolight as well as
to lead the way, and produce the firft model of a
perfett form of government. The Conftitution of
the United States operating upon fubjetls of gene-
ral adminiftration, is a great point gained in this
flattering purpofe. It has refuted its enemics, and
{fatisfied its warmeft advocates; and without drive
ing them to abftrule difquifitions upon its proper-
liC.‘i, has enabled them to refer their apponents to
1its manifeft confequences, and to their own experi-
ence and confcioufnefs, for its vindication. But
the Conftitution of the United States extends not to
the particular and internal policy of the individual
States ; though the force, the purity, the beauty
and cflicacy of its operation, depend upon the per-
fctlion of that particular and internal policy, If
the State governments, which are the fountains of
the general government, are corrupt, the reprefent-
at:on from the States, wh:ch is the ftream, and the
aencral government, which 15 the great refervoir,
will alfo be corrupt. The fountain fhould therefore
be kept pure, and this is not metely a concern of
the Stute, but of the United States. Something bet.
ter than a void, or at molt an imaginary Conftitu-
tion, was to have been expetlied from the State of
Rhode-Ifland. We inhabit a crazy and comfortlefs
manfion, fhaken by the winds, and pervaded by
the ftorm. The materials are around us, of a ftuble,
commaodious and magnificent edifice, fuch an one as
might invite the ftranger to dwell in it, and be ho-
nourcd and imitated by diftant pesple. The foun-
dation 1s laid in the independence of our country ;
let the fuperiftrutture, the Conft tution, perfefied
{rom the models of our fifter States. and the experi-
ence of our own numberlefs neceflities, be raifed
and fixed upon it. The {nall extent of territory in
the State, will iender unneceffary that complexity
which is found in the Conftitutions of moft States.
Ia hne, we might enjoy a Conltitution, more fime
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ple, efficacious and cheap, than that of any other
fice government,

But if, in arcprefentative government, the great-
er nuwmber ol the people choole only the minority,
and the fmaller number choofe the majority of the
Legiflature, how fhall a Conflitution, or a change
in the Conftitution, he cfleéted? Equal reprefent-
ation in fuch a cafe will be the confequence of a’
Conflitution, and will deprive this majority of that
precious power, of whichmen are fo tenacious, and
which, when they are once in poflefion of it, they
will firive to render perpetual. T'o petition this
Legillature for equal reprefentation, is to require
the majority to furrender their power, a requilition
which it is not in human nature togrant.  But 15 this
evil to be perpetual ! 1s there not inevery free go-
vernment the principle of amendment and accommo-
dation, a radical hcalth-giving principle, a natural
Conflitution, paramount to all pofitive inftitutions?
If there is not, there may thenbe, in a given cale,
a frec pcople, who neither are nor ever can be go-
verned by their reprefentatives ; and the govern-
ment, thus corrupt and abfurd, may exift with all
its errors and abufes for ever—exhibiting this para-
dox, a free, fovereign and independent people, de-
firous of changing their fornn 0} government, with-
out the power of doing 1t.  This power is certainly
to be found fomewhere. Such a perpetuity is ab-
furd and repugnant. The power exifts in the State,
and in every free Statg, and that of neceflity, and
independently of any human provifion. Reprefent-
ation always fuppoles proportion. An hundred n-
habitants 1 one place cannot be reprefented by one
man, while an equal number in another place are
reprefonted by ten men. Either, in the firlt inftance,
there are minety who are not reprefented ; or there
ave, In the {econd inflance, nine perfons in the Le-
giflature who reprefent nobody. Such a difpropor-
tion always conflitutes a tyramny, altive or dor-
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mant, and fevere or not, according as the difpro.
portion is greqt or {fmall.  The minority, and theis
conflitucnts, are abfolutely in the power of the mna-
jority. If this difproportion may confiflently cxift
in any degree, hovever fmall, the principle is ad-
mitted, and it may exilt in any degiee, however
great. It is ceitainly impoflibie to jultify fuch a
governmeunt in the underitandings of that minority,
or their conftituents. It 18 abfurd to maintain, that
the people are free in a defj-otic government, or that
th: government may be fo.coultruflcd, as that it
nevcr can alter or improve, and that its errors and
abufes muft be perpetual.  Yet this doélrine, fo ab-
{urd, fo repugnant ¢nd contradittory, has found its
advocates. If there is any convenience or advan-
tage in equal reprefentation, it becomes a right,
and rights are equally facred, and-to withhold them
is equal injuftice, whatever may be the fubjeét to
which they relate, whether Eecuniary or political.
To withhoid this right, may be the triumph of pet-
ty ambition, the jeit of thoie who trifle with juftice,
and indifferent to thofc waxen confciences which
may be moulded to every feature of circumftance ;
but to the upright and liberal mind, and public fpi-
rit, it is matter of ferious concern, and, meafured
on the fcale of moral jultice, i1t is a high-handed
wrong.

The whole Conftitutior of a free government is
not a pofitive inftitution, neither 1s it or can 1t be
written upon paper. No machinery can deftroy the
force of gravity, neither is there need of machu.ery
to precipitate bodies to the earth. No law can make
that right, which is morally wrong. As in natural
philofophy and in isorals, fo alfo in government,
there are certain fixed and unchangeable inaxims,
which enter into the very eflence of i1t, which no
written Conftitution can vary, or needs, or ought,
to explain or declare. The exiftence of this Con-

B
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fiitution paramount is fo true, that there can be no
free govermment where it 1s not acknowledged. It
is the 1ectifying principle, which enables guvern.
ment to efleél the purpoles of its mftitution. It 18
hke the operations of neture, which in the natural
‘body repair the walle of age, diforder and i: juri-
ous imprcmuns. When thele operations are we k-
ened, the body decays; when they ceafe, the body
is dead. It s the flandard and regulator of every
function, continually corretling and improving.
Wheeverany authority fupeifedes the Condlitution
paramount, that authority becomes abfolute power.
In a free government, no majority, even among the
people. who alone are the wakers of the written
Conftitution, canprevail againft 1t. The power of
{uch a majority, 1s but the power of the itrongeft,
and not a leg timate or conflitutional power. Much
lefs can the Legillature, to which even the written
Conftitution gives law. controul the Conftitution
paramount, to which all other authority is fubordi-
nate. Whenever a court of law exceeds its jurif-
diction, the judgment 1s illegal and void, and the
minifterial othicer executes it at his peril, Al laws
enatted by the Legiflature contrary to the C .nftitu-°
tion, are alfo void, and not binding upon the court
of law or the citizen. In like manner, whenever
the written Conftitution contravenes the Conftitu-
tion paramount, or in other words the principles
and mnmutable maxims of free government, 1t 1s
void. Rebellion therefore, or refiftance to law and
order, is not to be imputed to thofe who maintain
this {upreme authority, although they attn oppofi-
tion to a written Conftitution, becaufe, wherever
the two authorities interfere, the fubordinate 1s void,
and muft give place to the fupreme authority  Suld
lefs can th charge be alledged, where there 1s no
written Conftitution, or where it was never ratificd
by the people, but impofed on them by an authority
which they have in the molt fulemn manner rc-
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pounced. Equal reprefentation is involved in the
very tdea of a free government; it is accordingly,
and confequently, provided by the Conftitution pa-
ramount, that cvery citizen fhall be reprefented.
When and how this equal - reprcfentation fhall ope-
rate, 1s left to the written Conihitution to provide;
but thut 1t fhall operate, is already provided for by
the Coudtitution paramount.  Refi ance to this fu.
preme authority, is that att of domeltic violence,
againit which the government of the United States
3> to protett the individual States.

There are three principal branches in govern-
ment; that is to fay, the makers of the written Con-
flitut on, the law-makers, and the adminifirators of
the law ; or, in other words, the people, the Legif-
lature, and the courts of law. All other branches
are collateral and minifterial. The making of the
Conftitution paramount is no att of government ; it
always exifts; it is the immediate work of God,
and a part of nature itfelf. Thefe thr.e branches
are diitintt and feparate. A court of juftice cannot
create a Legiflature, or enatt a law, fince it exilts
aftcr the law, is created by the law, and «&ls under
it. Neither can the Legiflature create a Conftitu-
tion, fince the Legiflature itlelf is the creature of
the written Conftitution, is pofterior and fubordi-
nate to it. The court of juftice cannot judge of the
necellity of paffing a law, or diflate when or how it
fhall be made. Neither can the Legiflature judge of
the neceflity of forming a Conftitution, or diétate
when or how it fhall be formed. To the court is re-
fcrred to pronounce judgment, to the Legiflature
the enafting of laws, and to the people the forming
of a Conftitution, and to each dijtin& branch, eve-
ry queftion appertaining to its refpetlive funétion.
In petitioning the Legiflature therefore for a Confli-
tution, we are guilty of deferting from principle,
and of abandoning our rights. We might as well
petition the Superior Court for alaw, The queltion
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is refevred to an incompetent tribunal. It is coram
non judice. ‘The d.termination of it refts with the
people. Itisthat fole andtranfcendent aét of authosi-
ty which r {ides in the people, and that not by repre-
fentation, but perfonally and numerically. The
Convention which forms the Conftitution, is but
Committce of the People. 'This is a jurifdi&lion
which cannot be transferred.  ‘Fhe exereife of it
3s the refumption of delegated power, and a recur-
rence to the elements of government,

Fromevery light in which we can view a free re-
ublican govermment, it {eems (o follow incontelti-
ly, that an inherent perpetuity in the form of it, 1s

abhorrent and repugnant ; that it muft contam with-
in rtfelf the principles and means of amendment and
aceommodation ; and that thefe purpofes are effett-
ed, by an ackno :ledgment of the exiitence of the
Conftitution paramou..t, and of the exclufive jurif-

di&tion of the people, in all queltions relating to a
Conftitution.

Thefe are {ubjefls which have lately occupied
your thoughts and feelings: but at prefent, a fub-
jett of -more importance, even as the exiftence of
your independence is more important than the form
in which 1t fhall be enjoyed, obtrudes itfelf upon
{]ou, in common with your fellow-citizens of the

nited States. Though we inhabit a crazy and com-
fortlefs manfion, it beho: es us rather to fce hrit of

all that 1t 18 our own, and that we are not merel

tenants by fulierance, than toe concern ourfelves wit
the form, orcventhe conveniences of it. An over-

bearing claim, inconfiftent with our title, and the

profeflions of the claimants, is made upon our inde-
pendence,

How is the ficred name of Liberty, that name
which fhouid fcarcely be pronounced but with up-

hfted eyes, propbared and sbufed! It hlls the
mouths of millions, who little underftand 1its high

import. There 1s a charm in the found, which de-
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lights the heart, but eludes the underflanding. Itis
n.t a blind maduefs, which lets loofe the i furiate

afltons ; it is not a Moloch, plcafed with the wor-
Fhip of the crimfon altar, ané rioting in the bloud
of the human vitlim: it is a guarded, collctied and
reitraining {pirit ; moderate, though firm ; and gentle,
though impraéticable. The enjoyment of hibcrty is
not for all, at all times. It is an inftrument, too
delicate for a clum{y performer; it is fafe only in
the mafter-hand. 7To diftinguifh between the boun-
daries of ratiounal liberty, «und mad licentioufncfs,
requires a temperature of foul, and a pieparation of
fentiment, which they only poffels who have long
confidered the queition, and rendercd the fubject
familiar. Burlting from the datkncfs of ancient
abufcs, into the full Iplendour of hberty, the cye
15 duzzled, and the objett is loft in the new eflul-
gence. There is large room to fufpc &, that though
the French nation huve undergone the fevercll difci-
pline, they havenot yet acquired this neceflary pre-
paration. They long purfued a vifionary pha tom,
drefled in the garb and bearing the name of hibe ty ;
a2 {pint of darknefs, 1n the fenblai:ce of an angel of
light, which abuled them to damn them. But tle
rend.ng of the ven dilcovered their ancient defp:.t-
i{fm, returned and reinftated with accumulated hor-
rors. Yet the time of this delufion was confideied
as the reign of freedom; the whole nation purfued
the dancing meteor; liberty was the theire of every
fong, and the only objett of their adoration. In
the intoxication of the moment, their hands were
bound with chains unfeen. A new convu fion ef-
felted their releafe, and now again they worfhip the
unknown goddefs. The period which fhall decide,
whether they are yet to obtain the k:owledge and
fruition of their obje&t, or whether they are to be
fcourged back to their former oppreflion, is not yet
arrived. It hus become a ferious doubht, whether
the French government are in fact, according to
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their profcflions, the fricnds of univerfal liberty,
flrugpling {olely for their rights and privileges, or
whether they are not r.ther the enemnies of liberty,
firiving forum eifal d minton.  Encouraged by the
victorivus progrdds of their arms, the potleflion of
unwonted power, and the facility with which they
have penetrated and directed the councils of certain
Rates in Europe, they have attempted the councils
of the United Statcs, and the integrity of public
opinion. tecret mfluence and corruptionhave been
employed, to detach the people from the govern-
ment, and the government {rom the intereit of the
nation ; that, divided and weakened, we might
more eafily rcccive the impreffions of foreign poli-
tics. The fuccefs of thefe artifices was truly alarma
ing. How great muft bave bcen the perverfion,
when the intereft of our country was but a fecond.i-
ry object; when the proceedings of our governe
ment werc meafurcd on the {cale of French politics,
and reprobated or approved, as they thwarted or
accorded with the views of the Frenca goveinments
when the tried patriots of our country, not except-
ing even the late Prefident, had tecome objctts of
fufpicion and fhamelc{s obloquy, and when the name
of an American feemed forgotten in the conteft for
European interefts. But the great body of the peo-
ple of the United States, awake to the advantages of
pcace and neutrality, have had the wifdom to thun
the approach of foreign influence, and the virtue to
give their rulers credit for the pureft motives and
the wifeft mcafures, both in regard to the intereft
and honour of the nation, and in moft perilous and
critical circumitances.

The machinations of fecret influence having been
dctetted and expofed, the French government have
not abandoned their objeét, but have come forth in
« more opcn and diclatorial manner. They have pre-
fcribed the mofl humiliating, as the only terms, upon
which they will receive the Miniier from the Unis-
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¢d States. They have driven him from among them,
as though he was not the reprefentative of a great, a
brave, and a high-fpirited people; as though he had
no wrongs to complain ok, ur his nation no power,
or no fpirit to refent them.  When from the fear of
offending a foreign nation, any one mealure {hall be
adopted or rejected—when one hand more or one
hand le{s fhall be held up, we are more or lefs a
dependent people.  When at the requ fition of
any forcign natron, we fhail hare violited the
faith of treaties, and abrog.tcd the fo.emn als
of our general Legiflature—when we fhall have ex-
tended our complaifance cven to the admin.firation
of our laws, and reverfed the decrees of our judicial
courts, what remains? what form er thadow of in-
dcpendence can we boaft ! Though we may fay that
we are independent, though we may even think o,
and though there may be no vifible force at hand to
controul us, yet we are from that moment a fubju.
gated people. There 1s equal rcafon for a fecond
inflance of compliance, as for the firft; and when
we [hall have complied in two inflinees, we fha'l
have relinquifhed all right to refule a third. We
fhall have become a cheap .nd an eafy conqueft. It
would be vain to rehit invinc ble power, but we
fhould certainly know what degree f power is em-
ployed againft us. Let us at leaft receive one vol-
ley, before we throw down our arms. The fitfl at-
tempt at ufurpation, whether limited or extenfive,
is pregnant with the principle, and decmands une-
quivocal refiftance. The Amcrican flamp-aét it-
{felf, which fet the Britith monarchy in a flame,
might have been fo modilied and employed, as to
have anfwered many benclicial purpofes: but the
power which might impofe a ftamp-a&, micht have
impofed any other att; and fubmiffion to that badge
of fervitude, was a furrender of every thing. 1t is
difficult to difcern the objeét, it 1s unpoliible to
foretel the iffue, of the injurics to the citizens, aud:
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indignitics to the government of the Unit=d States,
wh ch the French government are in the habit of
offcring : 1t becomes us, however, to refolve that
we wilt know the iffuc of it, and to prepare for i,
whatever it may be; to rally round the common
ftandard, to cxcitthe accient unamimity and refolu-
tion, and i celebrating our indePchcucé, to re-
folve that we will be ndependent. The fhades of
our depatted heroes fjcak from the ground—or if
alrcady in pollefion of their merited beatitude,
look {rom thoir feats above, and take a part in the
various ¢t nfiderations of this day. They bare their
bofoms, marked with muny {cars, and conjure their
countrymen, by the wounds, the toils, and the
forrows which they endured, to preferve unimpaired
that hiberty for which they have paid {o great a price;;
nothing lels than life, its bopes and profpeéls, the
hght of beaven, and the converfe of men; nay more,
the cnjoyment and participation of that liberty., Are
they of fo little account, have they fought and died
ih vain, is the purchafe of eight years war to be
tanicly rclinguifhed, and have not we in thefe days
the fpirit to mamtain the acquifitions of their va-
lour? Is this to be one inthe miferable catalogue of
nations, who have {uflered the net to be drawn over
them, and fubmitted to the officious guardianfhip of
repubiican ambition? Truft not to kings, nor peo-
ple, vor monarchies, nor republics ; for all are men,
and fubject t - hke pafiions. Your dependence 1s on
vour own arm, and the unconqucrable mind. Afk
favour of the conflagration which proftrates your ci-
ties in ruin, ahd of the wind which provokes it ; but
afk it not of nations burning with ambition, and thirft
of power. This devouring and inextinguifhable
lampe rpes in the bofom of man, and confumes the
obligations of fiiendthip, gratitude and humanity.
The cmancipation of a kingdom, 1s not the regene-
ration of man; his heart finds no change, he is ftill



( 17 )

the fame being, only his power is increafed, and
his ambition more excited.

Though in the convulfions which rend the world,
the United Statcs have {uffercd in their property,
their feelings, and their national dignity, yct we
have abundant reafon to congratulate ourfelves that
we are yct at pcace, that the government and people
of the Jnited States arc one, having one objctt and
one intereft, neither {ecking for unconflitutional

ower on the one part, nor fearing it on the other;
Eut above all, that we are yet free and independent.
The increafing unanimity in the United States augurs
well to the common cawle, and though the wifdom,
the virtues and vigilance of our late beloved and 1l-
luftrious Prefident, are withdrawn from the immedi-
ate fervice of his country, yet its honour and fafety
are well confided to the hands of his enlightened and
patriotic fucceffor.

In our own State, we are authorized to expeft a
fpeedy revifion of the laws. Theurgency and bene-

t of the meafure, will enfure its completion. The
long-neglefted militia of the State, has aflumed a
rcfpc&a%ility which may vie with the military cfta-
blilhments of neighbouring States, and under the

rote&ion and encouragement which the officers
Eave been accuftomed to receive, and probably will
continue to receive from the Executive, 1n the ener-
getic and impartial execution of the militia laws, we
may flatter ourfelves, that the State of Rhode-Ifland
will be among the firlt to evince a readinefs to anfwer
the calls of our country, and the carncft recom-
mendations of the Prefident of the United States.
But what confidence, what honcft pride, what hope
and what dctermination, muflt every {pe&ator fecl,
at the brilliznt difplay of mthtary difcipline and
promptitude, this day prefented. While fpeaking
of our country’s wron;s, we behold her vindicators ;

while deprecating the horrors cf war, we behold bier
C
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defenders. How honourable and how prudent is ity
to provide in peace for the exigencies of war; for,
like death, 1t comes at an hour we think not of.
The privileges and refources of this country are
too great to be abandoned, and too well underftood
to beindanger of it.  Every attempt upom our in-
dependence, whether fecret or open, will be dete&i-
cd and refitted.  We will hold the flaming {fword at
the pate of our Eden, and guard the Tree of Life
from the affaults of the Adverfary. This, we truft,
is not the laft anniverfary of lzuir indepcendence,
which the citizens of the United States will celebrate.
The friend of frcedom and of man {hall on this day
fhed annual tcars of unfpeakable joy; his {fecrct but
inviolable oath fhall on this day be annually renewed,
and the Day be celebrated and hallowed forever,
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