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SUCH are the natural propenfities, the
clevated powers, the noble capacities and fublime
affe®ions implanted in man, that a flate of {olitude
is incompatible with his dignity and felicity. A {fol-
itary individual, whofe affe@ions and exertions ter-
minate in his own perfon, is an obje& of difguft and
contempt ; but where the felfith defires and paffions
are fupprefled or regulated, wherethe foulisexpanded
and the affe@ions extended, whete there is an hearty
defire, an ardent zeal, and diligent and firenuous
exertions to promote focial and publicfelicity—
fuch a chara&er is honorable in the eyes of all men,

and approved in the fight of God.

Happy is it for fociety, wherea {pirit of patriotifm

rvades all ranks and clafles of men ; wherethe af-
feGtion and zeal of individuals prompt themto pro-
mote the public good, and to aflert and maintain
the dignity and independence of the nation. Any
infult offered to the nation excites their refentment
and indignation. They regret public adverfity ; but
the profperity of their country infpires them with
{fenfations of joy and fentiments of gratitude,
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Where fuch fentiments of patriotifm and grati-
tude pervade a nation, when they have been refcued
from any gricvous calamity, the time of their de-
liverance will form an epoch in their hiftory ; and
the happy day, at the return of every ggnual period,
will be celebrated with joy ang gladn_gl Such an-
nual feftivals, fuch commemorations of\_ibeir efcape
from evils, have been 2 means of contihging a fenfe
of the divine goodnefs and benignity, and of renew-
ing fenfations of gratitude, which might otherwife
haye been effaced. Such an annual remembrance of
palbbenefits and bleflings is agreeable to reafon, is a-
dapted to the nature of man, and calculated to pro-
mote the moft falutary purpofes. It is alfo agreea-
ble to divine inftitutions ; as the nation of Ifrael, ac-
* cording to divine appointment, by an annual fefti-
val celebrated the day of their deliverance from the
bondage of Egypt. . Thus alfo that nation, after
their deliverance from the deftruction meditated by
Haman, kept the days of Purim, with feftivity, joy
and rejoicing,

Upon this principle, may the inhabitants of thefe
United States, with gladnefs and gratitude, ccle-
brate this anniverfary to perpetuate the memory ~ of
the happy day, in which the fages of the nation,
aflembled in Congrefs, aflerted and proclaimed our
Independence. The bands of our civil connection
with Great Britain were then burlt afunder, that
they might no longer be ufed as chains to bind us
and {ubjet us to lawlefs domination,

On this happy occafion let the dignity, privilcges
and charaller of American citizens be the fubject of
our animadverfion.
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The firft planters of New England, from whom
we claim our defcent, were men of piety, learning
and integrity—men of firmnefs and independence
of character. They had jufter ideas of civil and re-
ligious liberty than werc gencrally entertained at
that period. Ignoragce, bigotry, fuperfiition, and a
fiery zeal for uniformity in divine worthip, exiled our
anceftors from the land of their nativity. Their re-
fufal to fubmit to the tyrannical domination of ar-
bitrary kings, and to the fuperftitious ecclefiaftical
regulations of bigotted prelates, was an ample tefti-
mony of their worth. They were heroes, whom
neither the perils of the fea, nor the horrors of the
wildernefs, nor the fiercenefs of the favages that
inhabited it, could terrify or diimay. With incef-
fant toil, and indefatigable indufiry, they fubdued
the wildernefs, cultivated the foil, and provided for
their fubfiftence and accommodation, amidit innu-
merable difficulties and dangers. God, in whom they
trufted, fucceeded their exertions, and made vare
his arm for their fafety and fuccor. Notwithftand-
ing all attempts to deprefs and exterminate them,
through the blefling of God, they increafed in num-
~ ber and firength, and arofe to a confiderable degree
of refpectability. Their {fettlements extended,
towns were incorporated, temples were erecteq,
churches were gathered, paftors were ordained, the
duties of the chriftian fabbath, and public inftitutions
of religion were obferved, fchools for the inftruc-
tion of youth were maintained, and colleges to pro-
mote the higher branches of literature were found-
ed. Great were their care and exertions that the
generations to fucceed them might form their relig-
ious fentiments and practice, their morals and habits
pure and regular, that the bleflings and privileges
they fo dearly purchafed and highly valued might
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he tranfmitted unimpaired to pofierity. Their fre-
quent wars with the favages and with the adjacent

colonies of France kept alive a martial fpirit and
difcipline among them. And the attempts of the
parent ftate to wreft from them their chartered
rights made them vigilant and active to prevent any
encroachments on their civil liberties.

But when the Britifh Parliament attempted to tax
the colonies without their confent, and claimed au-
thority to enact laws to bind us in all cafes whatev-
er ; when our right to trial by juries was infringed,
and our citizens fubjected to trials beyond feas for
pretended offences, and fleets and armies were fent
over to complete our fubjugation ; the colonies unit-
ed, and, after their repeated petitions and remon-
firances proved fruitlefs, unfheathed the fword, and
appcalcd to the God of armies to decide the conteft.

Long, tedious and bloody was the conflict. Se-
vere were the hardfhips endured by the foldiers and
inhabitants. But affifted by the Lord of Hofts,
the armies of the Union proved vitorious. Peace
was reftored upon honorable terms, and our inde-
pendence acknowledged by the powers of Europe,

Conftitutions of government for each ftate, and
one for the union to concentrate and conifolidate the
energy of the whole, were formed with advantages
which few nations ever enjoyed ; planned by the
wifdom of fages, and freely and deliberately adopi-
ed. The Conttitution of the General Government
may be confidered as a monument of the wildom
of the fages who formed it, and of the magnanimi-
ty of the nation that adnpted it ; and ought to be
highly efteemed and vigilantly guardcd by every A-

merican citizen.
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After the organization of the general govern-
ment, by the wildom and found policy of the ad-
miniftr ation, and by the fmiles of Providence, the
nation arofe with uncxampled rapidity to power,
wealth and refpettability. Induftry found encour-
agement and reward. Our fhips traverfed all feas;
our commerce extended to every quarter of the
globe. Our fettlements were widely extended, and
deferts were foon converted into populous towns.
The face of the country was changed, and many
places exhibit a pleaﬁm?r and magnificent appearance
from the application of art and labor. For years
palt the condition of American citizens has been
the mott eligible, and might be envied by every na-
tion of the earth,

Happy Americans ! enjoying bleflings, privileges
and advantages, more than can be numbered, and
greater than can be defcribed—defcended from a
race of illuftrious heroes—a people highly favored
of Heaven, dwelling under the thadow of the Al-
mighty —each citizen by his fuffrage a tharer in the
fovereign power—their rulers proceedmg from
themfelves, appointed by their free choice—pofiefl-
ing conftitutions of government, in which the priv-
ilges of the people, and the relative powers of each
branch of the legiflature, and of the legiflative, ex-
écutive, and judicial departments, are accurately de-
lineated,defcribed and defined—by the multiplicity of
preﬁls,by {chools,academies, colleges,and univerfities,
having the advantaz)c of dxﬁuﬁn'fufeful knowledge a-
mong “the people, and of edu ca*m'r of their fons for
the learred profeflions, or quahfyuw them for the
moft important offices in the government—inherit-
inga fertile {oil, and territory widely extended, and
cmbracm"dmcxrwchm tes, viclding a variety of pro-
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du&lions, not only fufficient to fupply the wants of
the inhabitants, but affording an ample furplus for
exportation. Befides thefe, the produdlions of the
adjacent feas make great addition to the emolument
and wealth of the country. What great advanta-
ges are allo derived from the great extent of our
fea coaft, from our numerous harbors and naviga-
ble rivers,and from our exienfive forefts and fields
that abound with materiais for thip-building and
navigation ? The ingecuity, dexterity, indufiry,
and enterprize difplayed by the inhabitants of thefe
States of late years muft have been pleafing to eve-
ry one, who delights in the honor, fafety and prof-
perity of the nation. On a view of our happy fit-
uation, we may rejoice in the divine benignity, that
the lines are fallen unto us in pleafant places, and that we
bave a goodly heritage. |

Eow great, how ineftimable are our religious
privileges and advantages! The fun of righteouf-
nefs hath thined upon ws.  The gofpel with all its
rich bleflings hath been unfolded. A difpenfation
of love and goodnefs, of grace and juftice, the moft
glorious the world ever beheld !—a diipenfation,
teaching all truths necefiary to be known, all duties
neceflary to be done, to render us good citizens, or
members of any community on earth, and meet
fubjets of eternal glory and bleflednefs in Heaven !
By believing its doctrines and obeying its precepts,
men become afflimilated to angels, likened unto
God, and bear hisimage ! Into the facred volume
we may look, and make the mott free enquiry, and
form our creed, our morals and habits, our hopes
and expetations, by its {ublime doctrines and holy
precepts. llighly tavored, clpecially in thefe Norch-




ern States, with 1 pious and learned miniftry, and
the facred inflitutions of the gofpel maintained in
our churches.

A people fo highiy favored of God, are their con.
du& and character correfpondent to their ineftimable
bieflings and exalted privileges, will be a religious,
wife and under/fanding people, fuperior to any other
nation of the earth. Afenfe of the diftinguithed
favors they reccive from the Moft High will infpire
them with gladnefs and gratitude, and engage them
to glorify his name by obedience to his will. Their
fervices of devotion will be frequent and fervent,
They will carefully obferve the inflitution of the
chriftian fabbath, and reverence the fanctuary, fre-
quent the temples of God, and tread his courts
with gladnefs, to perform the facred folemnities of
divine worfhip. Every family will be 2 houfe of
prayer,andevery heartas a temple of God,a refidence
for the holy fpirit. Their religious principles will
pervade their whole condué, and influence them in
all ftations 2nd relations in life. Benevolence, charity,
humanity, juftice, truth, fobriety, diligence in bufi-
ncfs, peaceablenefs of behavior, all virtues ufeful and
ornamental to fociety, will be encouraged and pra&if-
ed.- Al vices that degrade the man, or are detri-
mental, injurious or deftrudtive to fociety, will be
unknown. They will love their country, and ufe
their utmoft endegvors to tranfmit the privileges
and bleflings they enjoy to pofterity. They will
faithtully difcharge every duty incumbent on them
as citizens, and cheerfully fuftain the burthens which

the exigencies of the fiate impofe.

B
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On days of public rejoicing they will avoid all ex-
cefs; nothing will be tranfacted unbecoming the
man, the gentleman, the chriftian.

In times of danger they will not be difmayed;
they -wiil have confidence in God, who ruleth among
thenations. They will feek his favor and protection;
and ufe thofe means of fafety and defence, whick
his word permits and his providence furnifhes
them.

They will fele& their rulers by open confultation
and manly deliberation. Men of the beft talents
and moft approved fidelity, men that fear God and
know the times; will be preferred to fill offices of pow-
er and refponfibility. And have they erred in their
choice, and are the meafures of their adminiftration
improvident, weak, pufillanimous, unjuft or oppref-
five, at the enfuing election they mutit give place to
fucceflors of more wifdom and magnanimity. Un.
principled men, feeking offices by {landering their
rivals, impofing on the ignorance, or flattering the
prejudices, paflions, and vices of men, will be fpurn.-
ed and rejected.—A wife and free people, while they
{fubmit to lawful authority, and look with candor
on the mcafures of government, will exercife vigi-
lance in refpect to the proceedings and conduct of
their rulers; efpecially they will view with a jealous
eyc any attempt to alter the copftitution of their
government, left thofe who are ppointed to guard
and defend the bulwark of their liberties, under
the {pecious pretence of ameliorating the ftructure,
aidcd by the blind confidence of their conftituents,
{ap its foundations.
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Amonga free, wife and underftanding people
great care and attention will be paid to the educa-
tion of the rifing generation. Their young men
will be inftructed in the principles of religion, and
inured to fober habits and good dilcipline. ‘Thofe,
of whom their fieets and armies will be compofed
in times of war and invafion, will be men who have
been taught to regard their own character and the
honor of the nation, to do violence to no man, to ac-
cufe none falftly, and to be content with their wages, that
is, to protect the perfons and property of their coun-
trymen, whom they have taken arms to defend
—to fuffer any hardfhips rather than be guilty of any
actions that fhall ftain their own character, or
fully the honor and reputation of the nation—to
fear no danger in the difcharge of their duty—to
fall in battle, rather than defert the poft afligned
them. Their bravery will not be like that of the
robber or aflaflin, who fears no danger in executing
purpofes of revenge, avarice and ambition ; but love
for their country, and zeal to defend it, and to main-
tain its honor and independence, will ftimulate them
to the moft firenuous exertions, and render them
undaunted in the hour of danger.

What perfe@ion of military difcipline was attained
inthefamilyof Abraham, who bythe valor and exer-
tionof three hundred and eighteen men, born inhis
houfe and trained under his infpection, vauquif:ed
confederate Kings, and conquered an army, that had
fubdued kingdoms, taken cities, and defolated coun-
tries? Such were the honefty and integrity of his
men, that the rich treafures and valuable fpoils they
had recaptured were reftored to the original propric-
tors, without the lealt embezzlement. ‘They pa:-
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took of the fpirit, generofity, and magnanimity of
theirleader, whofaidtotheking of Sodom, Ihave lified
up mine band anto the nioft bigh God, the paffe(for of beaven
and cartb, that I will not, from a thread te a fboc latch-
et, take any thing that is thine. David was the moft
approved and moft valiant of the kings of Hrael,
who fubdued the cruel enemies of that mation.—
What ftriGnefs of difcipline he maintained in his
army. we may learn from the teftimony of the ferv.
ants of Nabal, who faid concerning them, The mex
were very good unto us, and we were not burt, neitber
miffed we any thing, as long as we were conver/ari with
them, when we were in the felds. Tbhey were a wall
unto us both by night and by day, all the while we were
with them keeping the fbecp. Tannot equal perfeQion
of dilcipline be zccomplifhed in armies compofed of
. young men, that are brought up in families of chrif-
tians, who are children of Abraham, and who pro-
fefs tobe fubject to the Son and Lord of David, to
imbibe his fpirit and to follow his example, who hath
-taught bis difciples, when called, to loy dowen their
lives for the brethren? A nation, whofe lives, liber-
ties,property and territory were defended by an army
of fuch principles and bravery, would be fafe from
the oppreflion of tyrants, and theinvafion of a for-
€ign enemy.

Ina time of perfecution, a king of France fent
orders to one of his generals to maffacre all the
proteftants that thould be found in the department
where he commanded : the humane general return-
ed anfwer to his fovereign, that in that place there
were none but bonelt citizens, and brave foldiers, and
tlirefore it was impoflible to execute his orders ;
:niinating that brave and honeft men could not per-
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petrate deeds fo atrocious andinhuman. In modern
times had France have contained none but Aones
citizens and brave foldiers, what dire calamities that
nation would haveavoided! A Marat and Robef-
pierre, and their bloodthirfty coadjutors and fuccef-
fors, inftead of immolating vitims taken from cit-
ies and palaces, weuld have been confined to thofe
from the fold and ftall! Had the inhabitants of
Europe have confifted only of boneft citizer; and
brawve foldiers, they would not have experienced thofe
convulfive revolutions, nor have witnefled thofe
fcenes of horror, which have aftonifhed the world.

The Lacedemonians, a Commonwealth of the
ancient Grecians, in times of peace were employed
in difciplining their young men, training them to
martial exercifes. The youth thus trained and dif-
ciplined, they confidered as their wall of defence.
Hence by a proverbial expreflion a well difciplined
army has been termed the Spartan Wall. An army
compofed of men educated in chriftian families, ac-
cuftomed to fober habits, animated by love for their
country, actuated by the princpies of chriftianity,
led by fkilful commanders, prote&ted by the Lord
of Hofts, would beasa WaLL of Fire around a na-
tion to defend them ; and the religion of the gofpel,
influencing the hearts and lives of the citizens, would
be the cLorY of Gob inthe midft of them.




