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AT a Meeting of a number of the Inhabitants
of WwrENTHAM, Fuly 4th, 8n3—
VOTED, That Dofor James Mann, Maior
BeriaH Brastow, and Jarrus WaRg, Elg.
be a Comumittee to wait upon Mr. SamueL Buec-
Bse, Jun. and thank him for his appropriate
ORATION, this day delivered at their requeft,
and {nlicit a copy for the prels. |

JAIRUS WARE, .Clerk of the Meeting.

GENTLEMEN,

AN impreffion of the inadequacy of the mer-
its of the performance, to me:t the public eye, would
have confined the manufeript to the flumbers of the
clofet. bad not a defire to comply with the perfua-
Jfive politenefs of your folicitations been [uperior to
that timidity with which a folicitude for perfonal
reputation defervedly awes the juvenile adventurer.
I yield a copy to your requeft, afk a liberal exten-
Jion of your candor, and fubfcribe myfelf,

Your meoft obedient fervant,
SAMUEL BUGBLE, Jun.
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AN

ORATION.

L 4

E are affembled to commemorate
an important Era in the annals of
our country. ‘I'wenty-feven years
ago our illuftrious and parrinsic
Fathers, with a noble magnanim-

N ity, proclaimed to the world, their
Dscraration of InnErENDENCE. The return of
this anniverfary, as it carries back the recoile@ion
to thofe momentous fcenes, in which they dared
to adventure, for the acquifition of our national
liberty, excites, in every fenfible foul, the moft
exquifite emotions of gratitude,

In order duly to appreciate the enviable fitua-
tion which we hold, and the fuperlative advantages
we enjoy, it will be neceffary tc pafs, in review be-
fore us, fome of thofe perils and difficulties, with
which our glorious Benefators had to contend.

A rowerrUL and veteran army, affifted by
ftrong alliances, inftigated by unnarural and fero-
clous cruelty, inflitted oa us, infant and tender
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colonics, all the horrors which ability placed with.
in their reach. Infatuated with mad ambition, and
an inordinate detire to replentfh her exhaufted cof.
fers, the gigantic greatnefs of Britith power did
not fcruple to adopt any meafures, hrwever unjuft
or however barbarious, did they but wear the molt
diftant afpet of {ubjugation.—-~The pencil of the
moft lively imagination is required to portray, in
fufﬁmentlv vivid colots, the various fhades of guilt
and crime, with which their perpetrations were
ftained.  Thoufands of our hereic countrymen
were compelled to yield their expiring breatli a-
mid the lesthfome hoirors of their peftiferous pri-
fon-fhips. Many of our towns and cities were en-
ve]oped in awful conflagration. 'The weftern fav-
age was drawn from his howling retreat, and pre-
cipitated, with mercilefs fury, on our defencelefs
frontiers,  Such various and repeated aggreflion
on life and property, at length, alienate® the af.
fe@ions of thofe who were formerly obedient chil.
dren, and excited, in our patriotic Sires, the laud.
able purpofe of ﬂre&mg the ftandard of liberty,
and throwing the gauntlet ata power, whofe great.
nefs was infuit, and whofe kindnefs, oppreffion.

Ax independence gained, after a ftruggle with a
foe fo cruel and formidable, muft be delightful,
in proportion to the difficulties of its acquifition.
Ours is of this defcription.—~After fketching the
prominent and outline features of the confli&, by
which it was acquired, it may not be thought im-
proper to notice the tenure, by which it is pre-
fervea. A tenure, indeed, admirable ! One that
refleéts the higheit henor on thofe who fabricaied,
and on thofe who extend the foftering hand.—
"This glorious tenure 1s our Republican Confliiution.
This we ought to vencrate as the fhrine, in which
are depotited the athes and the virtues of our he.
roes and patriots, who fhed their lives und {pent
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their labors to eret and adorn fo glorious a fab-
ric. While we preﬁ.rve inviolate this ineflimable
depofit of our county’s rights, our naticnal Lberty
and independence will be fecure.

THe prevailing forms of government are three;
ariftocratical, monarchical and republican, ‘Though
a defigning and ambitious few may extol the mlt
though the idle fpeculator and vifionary theorilt
may chant the praxfes and celebrate the virtuges ol the
fecond : yet the honeflt and judicious AMERICAN
. will be found enamoured only with the lauter.
The fuperiority of this form of government will
be very confpicuous to him who coufiders the
renius, or obferves the ellets of cach. The gen.
tus -of ariftocracy inftruéts mankind to belicve,
that a precious few were made and originally in-
tended to be the permanent depofitory of the peo-
ples’ 7ights ; that they were moulded of fuperior
clay, fathioned with {upesior clegance ; and that
fuperiority is their hereditary prerogative. In
fine, ‘it is calculated to make the opulent more
wealthy and | 1mperious ; the indigent more needy
and wretched

THe genius of mon‘mchy is of various grada-
tion. In fome places it is more tolerable ; in oth-

ers, more oppreflive. 'The monaichies of Europe
are both abfolute and limited. While that of
Great-Britain is fubje&ed to conflitutional con-
trol, the Caftiiien and Catelonian, formerly turs
bulent and unconquerable {ouls, now fubmit un-
conditionally to the defpotic nod of his Mq/? Cath-
olic Mafefty. 'Fhe relpetive tendencies of each of
thefe diverfified fhades are evidemly pernicious.
For power is put into the hands of thofe, of whole
ability to execute, or miid intentions of govern.
ment, we have not, nor can have, any pcflible tef-
timony, or probable afurance.  Common fenfe
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and univerfal experience are ever reading to us
leflons on the folly of hereditary endowments. A
fon may become heir to a pecuniaty or landed
patrimony ; but a mental one, to fay the leaft, is
quite precarious, |

THE genius of republican government, on the
contrary, inclines not to build up one, nor a few,
on the ruins of many ; but gives virtue and tal-
ents an opportunity of appearing ennobled and
refplendent : it is friendly to the happinefs of the
community, and inimical to no individual intereft.
The truth of thefe theoretical obfervations may
be pratically confirmed, and the eligibility of our
fituation and government confpicuoufly feen, by
contra{ting our individual and national bleflings-
with the wretched circumflances of many other
nations.~—The tree is known by its fruits,

THAT government mult ever be allowed the
beft, which beft provides for and embraces the in.
“dividual and colleétive interefts of the nation,
Let the honeft hearted AmerICAN range the Atlan-
tic’s eafltern bound, from the fouthern promontory
of Africa, to. Zembla’s ice-clad fhores, and fay,
Can he find a CoLuamspra there ?

Ler him furvey the governments on the fouth
of the Mediterranean—there fee a Dey alcend the
thtone, and before the earth fhall have performed
her diurnal rotation, behold him defcending to
the tomb ! The governed, fubjctted to the impe-
rious difpofal of the mufhroom prince of the time ;
property and life fubjected to his control ; and fay,
does he wifh to be a Muor 2—Does he ! Then let
him be a flave ! he is unfit for a freeman !

Ler him now crofs the Strauts of He:cules,
and behold the genius of Hy/peria crulhed beneath
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the oppreffive thackles of defpotifm ! He will there
{fee genius, like the unwrought diamond, rufting
amid its native rubbifh : and pertecution, with all
its concomitant evils, expelling from life, or at leaft
from its enjoyments, all thofe who dare to think
for themf{elves, or whofe thoughts accord not with
thofe of the prince !

Dors he, after beholding thefe evils, wifh to
be a Spamiard ? )

Tuence let him furvey the feveral monarchies
of Europe, and fay, can he find where liberty has
formed her refidence ! Beneath the princely fcep-
tre of the Hanoverian race, does he find her perch-
ed in undifturbed fecurity ?—Does he not, on the
contrary, there fee millions ftarving for the necef-
fary fupports of nature, and pining away a wretch.-

ed exiftence under the forbidding dilpenfations of
government ?

LeT him traverfe the fuperflitious and benight-
ed mountains of Thebetian Tartary ; there view the
fervile herd fixing the reverential kifs on the feet
of inanimate clay ! And picture in his imagina-
tion the heights of Delacarlia, where liberty has,
in vain, fo often aflayed to fix her refidence. Let
the Ruffian court next falute his view, with affaffi-
nations and oppreflions alternating between prince
and people, in perpetual vibration, and he will fay
that liberty has flapped her wings, and taken her
flight to fome more genial clime.—~Ah ! his natal
foil he will again behold with renovated charms.
If then we are fo highly favored as to poflels the
happieft Conftitution of Government of any on
the globe, how deeply are we interefted in its
prefervation ! Under what inducements are we to
energize every faculty in its fupport ! By many
it has been confidered problematical, wheiher it
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faifers a poflibility of a permanent duration : and
even {fome have aflerted a belief that 1t does not..

T'ue liberties of Rome, 1t 15 faid, were fubverted
by the mad ambition of a Cefur ; while the Repub-
hcs of Greece were extinguifked by jealoufy and
divifion.  Can we then rationally calculate on the
long continunance of ours ? fince the rife and fall
of empires alternate in fucceflion, and efpecially as
Republics have ever been fhort lived ! But the
fallacy of this reafoning will be obvious to any one
who will, for a moment, confider the refpeftive
difference of circumftances attendant on each.—
While the founder of the Roman empire was altu-
ated with an invincible fpirit of conqueft, which he
tran{mitted to polterity, and which, at length, by
making valt acquifitions of wealth and territory,
and including, within its embracive arms, an incon-
gruous variety of people, introduced venality and
corruption, which in their turn, laying thetr vi€tors
proftrate, trampled liberty in the dult. Our
national Repubhic has hitherto exhibited no fuch
traits, either in. its origin or its progrefs. On the
contrary, our pious anceftors, with fouls truly paci-
fic, fled the accurfed demon of perfecution, and
fought a calm retreat in the then forbidding, but
now nuibitable bofom of this refplendent hemif-
phere. This malevolent fpirit, thould it germinate
in the bofoms of AMERICANS, could never meet
thofe numerous objeéls of gratification which fo ir-
refiftibly impelled a Romulus and his defcendants,
to encrimfon the martial field. But fhould the
{word of conquelt be drawn, and brandithed over
the fultry regions of Florida, or thould the fur-clad
Canadian, and Scotia’s hardy fons, invite its terrific
point, the fteady hand of FEFFERSON would
recondudt it to its fcabbard, or avert the impend-
ing horrors of its edge.
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& Namzirss other circumitances might be ad-
ditced to heighten the diftin@ion, and render the
comparifon unavailing—-fuch as the ignorance pe-
culiar to the temoter ages of the world. The
mariners and cuftoms of mankind had not; at that
period, affumed a polith which much diftances
barbarity. The geniu: of the peoyle, turbulent
an' ferocious, was not then by the promulgation
of the peaceful precepts of Chriltianity, adapted
to the reception of a Republican Government 3
which in its nature, is therewith perfeétly ccnge-
nial.* It has been a maxim of gencral adoption
with political di¢tators, that a government muft be
fuited to the genius of the governed: AllowinF
to this adage that verity which the teafonablenefs
of it demands, nothing fhort of the height of ab-
furdity could induce any one to fuppofe that per-
manency would Have been the lot of the govern.
ment under coritemg!lation, in an age fo _nfriendly
to its principles as that of which we now fpeak.
It wouid be combining the very heterogene of na-
ture, and from that combination expe&ing a har-
tionious iffue—Ilevelling all diftinQion, and def-
troying all affinity.

allatvhypamnnenns S SR, - —

& The true principles of Chriftianily ate anfolded to n: by thep
Jacred volume of divine origin, wbhich is egually in the poffefion of ll,
This ineflimable guide to truth and excellence is not, as formerly,
withbolden frosis the eyet of the people, and fupplantid by the fub-
Pitution of the confuled jargm and falft interpreration of intarsfied
bigitry, fwallewwed by the excofive credulity of [uperflition and ig-
morance nor are we expofed to the doubls wmeaning auguries of
defigning priefls.  Our pure and divive veligion is the cormer Mone
of our Republic : iis [uperfraBare, th awritten law, emahsd 3y o
seprefentation of our ows cboice, and that chice meafuradly rogn-
lated by the intelligint enltivators of the foil, wobefs babits of life
induce virtuous manners.  For, [ays one of osr wifeB fatefmn,
““Tbo'e nvbo laber in the earth are the chofen people of God, Coreap-
tion of morals in the mafs of cultivaters is a phensmenca, of avkich ne
&ge mor nation bai furnibed an example. It is the manntrs and
Syirit of @ people aubich preferve a Republic in Wigowr cmmnide
Jerrarson’s I;crrna ox Yirginia.
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Ter prognoftic, therefore, of the fpeedy digh™d
lution of our ark of fafety, drawn from a compas
rifon with the Roman Republic, muft be fallacious

and deceptive.

To forefee {imilar effeéts, we muft be affured
of the operation of fimilar caufes. Though the
places, which formerly boafted ihemfelves with the
gloricus names of Grecian Republics, can now
boaft of nothing but abfolute fubmiffion to the
imperious will of defpotic power—nothing but ob.
fequious perfeverence in riveting thofe chains which
the iron hand of tyranny is ever fo feduloustoforge:
yet the fouls of Amzrrcans need not be difinayed
with fearful apprehenfions, by infituting a com.
parifon, wuich, in its external circumftances, bears
not the leaft {hade of refemblance. |

'WE have not a powerful Macedon on the north,
nor on the fouth, a Lacedemonian tival : we need
not, therefore, confider ourfelves an Athens. We
are a world by ourfelves; and while we remain
difconnefed with the confli®ing interefts whofe
recent collifions encrimfoned the martial fields of
Europe, diftained with mercenary gore the effem.:
inate plains of 4/a, and tinétured, with a bluthing
hue, the noble tide of Afric’s glory. We need
not fhudder at the clangor of their arms, or the
thunder of their artillery ; which, like the diftant
peals of Heaven, ferve rather to fublime our feel-
ings by deltroying the noxious malignity of the
political atmofphere. |

Ovur empire is, by the beneficent hand of
providence, adapted to the nature and growth of
an independent race of freemen, We combine
all the diverfities of foil and climate which can pof-
{i"ly contribute to human happinefs. - The pro-
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dnce of the tropical regions may, by the fteady
hand o1 induftrious cultivation, be gathered in
profufe abundance, from the fertile ficlds of the
fouth., while the norti exhibits the more f{ub-
ftantial and lefs cloying bounties of nature.

Do the fons of Gallia boaft the noble vintage
of millions of acres? They are not exclufively pri.
viledged. The prolific 10il of Keatucky exhitits to
its induftrious yeomanry, the exhileratirg beverage
of the luxuriant vine. Experiment has amply
demonftrated that the energies of our foil are, in
no point, deficient. Its univerfal adaption to every
vegetative prodution fufficiently evinces the end
of its original deftination. The live oak and lofty
pine, adorn our forefts ; both of which, are fu-
perlatively adapted to naval requifitions. Does
Britannia boaft, that with her proud navy, fhe
holds the world in awe ¢ Corvzsz4 fternly re-
plies, vaunt not thyfelf of tomorrow ! I will open
my boiom to Neptune, and falute him with an in-
cenfe more grateful than thy whole fog-wrapped
Ifland. I will transform the luxuriant growth of
my forelts into the vehicles of his thunder, and
make echo waft a humiliating tale.to the ears of
thy minifters. Thefe are no the idle refults of
fanciful excurfion; but the fober ditates of fat
and reafon. They forcibly imprefs a convi&ion
of the neceffity and plenitude of union to the per-
petuation of ou: independence.

Arter having thown the futility of thofe ap-
prehenfions which prefage the utter impoflibility
of 3 permanent duraton to that republicgh confti-
tutian, which we have differegced from all other
national governments, the means conducive to its
prefervation, in conjuncticn with the dangers which
really await it, or which pofhbility may elevate to
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the eye of reafon, natyrally prefent themfelves to
our cenfideration. |

AN adminiftration, according to the genuine
ptinciples of a conftitution, is the eminent and fup-
porting pillar on which it muft reft. Whoever
impartially furveys the financial interefts of our
¢ountry, condutted by the mathematical accuracy
of a3 GaLrLaTiv, and beholds the fifcal depart.
ment, in a condition fuited tc the gradual
extinguilhment of our pational debt, without an
increafe, but even by a diminution of taxation, i§
he not conltrained to fay, i the tull tide of his joy,
Glorious economy ! Harmorious union of principle
and praftice!

WHEN he beholds the FirsT MacIsTRATE of
his country, with a prudent and difentangiing cau.-
tion, fuperintending the foreign relations and fu.
preme con.erns of the nation, happiiy uniting due
fubordination w:th raticnal liberty, he exclaims, in
the language of ancient wifdom—¢*When the righ-
teous are in authority the people rejoice.”’§

But when he hears the illiberal inve&tive pour.
ed, in copious effufion, from the pens of difappoint-
ed ambition, or native malevolence, fruitlefsly de.
figned to tarnith the luftre of a charalter, which,

-

t s wot the occafion of vejnicing much magnified, by 15¢ inval-
uabie acquihition of LovisiaNia 10 the UNniTer STATES, mads
by the prefemtation of the logical and argumentative memorial of
Mr. LivingsTon, to the French Gowernment ?— And is wot 1hy
wifdems of the EXeCcUTIVE compleiely ewvideneed. by ibe confidence
which the tndultrious merits of the Minifiey prows 1. have been ju-
diciowfy vepoled ? ———WWould not a few tuch fucce/sful events juflify
the aijplacemenis, (o much lamented by party wi/dom, and windicarte
186 coaraller of the Fi1rst MacisTaATS, from any unfavorable
imputation, for remaving the fcurs raifsd by 1he ebulitien of ths
political poi! |
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like the full orb of day, appeats mote cheering
and refplendent, after the fable hue of tempeftuous
darknefs i——when he hears the rulets of his coun.
try bafely calumniated, he may, at leaft, futfer fome
epprehenfion, that the flames of fa&tion are enkin.
dled, the political pot is boiling, and the fcum,
whofe fpecific gravity is leaft, will probably afcend
to the furface. Hence the confequence of politic-
al fcandal is wholly indebted to its levity : For on
no other principle will it 2rile and arreft public no.
~tice. In order to fupprefs the pernicious influence
of faltion, which is the only formidable foe to our
country’s happinefs, and has contributed more to
¢the fubverfion of ancient republics, than all other
caufes combined, a liberal diffufion of knowledge
throughout the United States is abfolutely necefla-
ry. The mafswof the people muft be enlightend,
or they will be incompetent to make thole judicious
aleftions, which a wife and virtuous adminiftration
~ yequires. | |

Poririoar and local prejudices muft be eradi-
cated by the foftering hand of education, and a
carefu! vigilance exercifed in the eletion of virtue
and talents; whether their glittering beams are
darted from the weltern brow of the Allegany, or
whether the bofom of the Atlantic refleéts their
dazzling effulgence ;—whether the eaftern range
of Hudfon’s illuftrious fiream be the favored fpot
of genius, or whether its buds fhoot, and bl:ffloms
evolve on the fouthern borders of Poromack’s no-
ble flood. Political prejudice and party virulence
would be very readily extinguithed, and the two
dangerous extremes of national phrenzy, like the
projeting crefcent of a fegment, brought into
harmonious and circular union, did the high-ton.
ed maniacs of faltion, inftead of fharpening theip
reciprocal malignity, by crimination and recrimi.
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mation, diret their united enérgies to the {uppott
of that common obje&, on which we muft reft, or
with which we muft fall.

It is this only from which we can anticipate a
permanent duratlon of liberty, viz. the extinguifh-
ment of party rancor., The dangers which may
~ probably or poffibly await us are 1mphcated in the
above fuggeftions.  They thereforc reqmre not 3
more part:cular detail.

LeT us then, with united hearts, {fwear fidelity
to the glorious caufe in which we are, by provi-
dence, embarked, and {entimentally adopt the lan.
guage of the 1mm0rtal SIDNEY, faymg, ““ Where
Liserrr dwells there is my counTry.”’—Did this
language rightly interpret the feelings of every
heart, and were the eccentric defires of every foul
regulated in conformity therewith, bow glorious
would be the future profpeéts of CorumBra l——
How raticnally might we fublime our feelings by
anticipating the diftinguifhed luftre which the
wings of our Eagle would refle@ on potterity’s
brow !

LeT not a chilling apathy freeze our hearts ;
nor a weak irrefolution unnerve our minds in a
caufe which ought to excite the moft noble fub-
limities of feeling, and call forth the moft decided
energies of foul : Ir confifts not only with feeling,
but with duty, to contribute, by our prudence, an
exertion to the future greatnefs of our Empire.

Tue wheels of time, with all their rapidity,
have not rolled off two hundred years, fince the
firlt fmile was lighted on the countenance of this
weltern hemlfphue ! —Where now fhinzs forth the
diftinguithed artizan, nought but the rudenefls of
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batbarity then appeared !~—Where now the tower-
ing fpires of our fuperb cities pour regalement on
the diftant eye, the portable cot of the favage ferv-
ed but to degrade the humar intelle®t !—Where
formerly nought but the difmal gloom of extenfive
wilds faluted the view of the idle vagrant, the ruft.
ling grain and waving meads, with their verdant
hue and fragrant odour now fhed a diffufive joy
through the heart of induftry !—Here labor is
compenfated for all her toils !

Wuere irregular confufion was once the only
diretor of the migratory herds, a regular, mild
and pacific government now embraces within its
foftering arms five millions of enlightened freemen.

LeT this confideration of the rapid growth of-
our empire, from fo recent beginnings, excite a
zealous emulation to purfue the path of glery in
which our infant footfteps have hitherto afcended
the acclivity of fame! We have indeed a flatter-
ing fpecimen of our rifing greatnefs.

SuHouup not the flames of fa&tion burft into
violence, and burn afunder the cords of our politi-
cal union, befote another century fhall be added
to the paft, the mufcles of our national arm will be
fufficiently nerved to tofs at pleafure the greatnefs
of Britannia’s glory, which now floats miftrefs of
the ocean.

For the glory of ourfelves, for the felicity of
pofterity, and that the prailes of Corumxrra may
never ceale to be chanted, let us {wear that our
national wifdom fhall never be chequered by di-
vided folly. Let us dire& our {uppliant hands
and devoted hearts to the univerfal BenefaQor ot
nations, imploring his kiad benediftion on pofter
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ity, that their favored eyes miay behold the Philofo.
pher, Statefman and Patriot, revive in the perion
of fome future YEFFERSON, =




