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To +he Reruprrican Sociery of
BALTIMORE.

CITIZEXS,

“

I, here, agreeably to your defire, prefent you with «
copy of the Oration I had the honour of delivering, on
the fourth of Fuly lafl.  Except in a few corrections of
grammar and exprelfion, which I though myfelf jufiife-
able in making, it 15 given you, very nearly, in the forin
it which it was [poten. Notwithfanding the approba-
tion you, formerly, theught proper to give ity juflly ex-
cites my confidence, yet I fear that, o peruful, you will
difcover many things in it which candid criticifm <ti]
proimpt you 1o EGH(Z&’HEH.: Confeions, indeed, of its many

1d great imperfeclions, the only confolation I have
under iy necclfity of thus fubmitting it to your infpec-
tion, is the hope that, while you icad, you will do we
the juflice to rememoer, that 1t was delivered at your
particulai requefl, at @ very fhoit wotice, by a wvery
youe man, and with very gieat reluctance.

Youi fellowo citizen, e,
e Mrchitald «PBuctn 2A .

BALTIMORE, November 1, 1%94.



Ax ORATION, @,

Cit12EXNSs of the
L
REPUBLICAN SOCIETY,

%’- % F, have met, this day, to celebrate the Ax-

NIVERSARY of Awmerican Independence. 'The ho-
nour you have conferred, of appomnting me to
addrefs you, on {o interelting an occilion, may
well be thought flattering to a youthful mind:
Yet, 1 declare, my fellow-citizens, that, great as
is the pleafure I feel from this mark of your ref-
pect towards me, it but little compenfates for the
mortification arifing from the conviction of being
unequal to the tafk affigned me. Unufed, as I have
ever been, to {peaking in public, and, almoft a
ftranger to the affembly I am called upon to addrefs;
{hort as has been the time given me to prepare,
and great as the neceflity was for a long prepara-
tion ; nothing, but a defire to approve mylelf a
diligent member of a fociety, which, for the beft
and wifeft purpofes, has been, lately, nftituted in
this town, could have induced me to accede to an
appontment in-which, as well from the nature ot
it, as from my own incapacity to fill it with dig-

nity, I muft expect to become the fubject of much
UNZENErous
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ungenerous centure. Again, too, when I confi-
der how many members there are, in the Repub-
lican Society, better qualified, both by nature and
habit, for the well-difcharge of the office entrufted
to e, I cannot but fear that the expe&tations
entertained from this place, will be but mode-
rately gratified, and your choice but little ap-
proved of by others of our fellow-citizens here
aflembled. Ever ready, however, to obey all your
lawful commands, and convinced that even the
imperfet execution of them, m this inftance, may
be ufeful, I now enter upon the undertaking with
the alacrity of 2 mind willing to oblige; yet with
that diffidence which a jult {enfe of 1ts impértance
and of my own weak powers will, naturally, be ex-

petted to produce.

(CITIZENS, ALL,

The revolution of our vcountry, has juftly
been confidered as forming a remarkable @ra in the
hiftory of the world. From this, has a new na-
tion grown into exiftence ; new opinions refpecting
men and things have taken place; new govern-
mients have been eftablithed, and new opinions re-
{pecting the {everal forms of government been en-
tertained. The juft principles of liberty have,
from thence, been recognized, and all men ac-
knowledged, i the {cale of {ociety, to be free and
equal. To this fource, too, has been traced that

glorious
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glorious revolution of our beft allies, which has
trodden the aged {centre of France to the dufl,
and fhaken the rotten fabric of monarchy to its
centre throughout Europe ; a revolution, deftined,
at fome future period, {o enlighten a benighted
world, and extend the bleflings of improved art
and {cience, of political {reedom and happine(s to
the remoteft corners of the earth! In furveying
thele and many other blefled effects of the Ameri-
can revolption, curiofity is excited to enquire, par-
ticularly, mto the caufes which produced 1t ; and,
naturally conjettures that the revolution which has

had influence to change the whole order of politi-
cal opinion, fanttified by the habit of ages, mulft,
neceflarily, poflels fome remarkable features to dif-
tinguith 1t from all others which have preceded it.

On the caufes, then, which produced that hap-
py revalution we, at prefent, partake of, and our

oloricus {eparation from Great-Bnitain, 1 mean,
now, my fellow-citizens, to addrefs you; becaufe
taey are firlt n order, and form a fubject complete
iy ttfeif; becaunie they are moft uleful to be known,
and yet moft generally neglected ; becaufe the re-

colleltion of palt injuries may {erve to put us on
our guard againft future ones; and, becaufe they
‘nwo”' 3 fuq;etft intimately connefted with the
deareit interefts and liberties of this country: I
mean the fubject of the right of taxation---a night,
to retain which in our own hands, has deluged this

country
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country in blood, and of which, were wé cver to
be deprived, our boafted government, could it ex-
ift at all, would exift but a cripple, and our hap-
py Jaws as io many {piders’ webs for the great, the
ambitious and the powerful to break through and
defpife at plealure !

But to begin---

From the firlt {ettlement of thefe, formerly, Bri-
tith colonies, to the commencement of the French
war 1n 1755, they had attratted the attention of
Europe, not at all, and of the I\{Iolher country,
but little. Ixcept in the taking of Louifburgh in
1745, and in repelling a few hoitile mnvafions of
Irench and Indians on the frontiers, they had
difcovered little inclination or capacity for war.
Left to the government of themlelves, according
to the exprels provifion of their reipective charters,
cach regulated its own internal concerns, 1n pro-
portion to its feveral wants and cenveniences, and,
1n procefs of time, grew to be flouri(hing, p0pu-—
lous and happy. The world had never Defmc
hibited a fpe&acie of {ociety fo -equal, of man-
ners {o fimple, of morals {o pure, of religion fo
fervent, and, at the fame time, {o little {uperftiti-
ous as that which prevailed in thele colonies. - Con-

fined, chiefly, to the purluits of agriculture, eve-

ry man exifled the lord of his own tenement,
and 1n that flation (a flat:on in which man thinks
nobly both of himfeif and of his Creator) depend-

| | ent
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ent, only, on his own induftry and Heaven for
fupport, with firm and independent {pirit, fought
the fimple neceflaries of life, 1n the cultivation of
his own ground, and, {ecurc 1n the bofom of peace
and plenty, ¢ Sat down under his own vine and
his own fig-tree, and there was none to make him
afraid.” The unconquerable {pmit of freedom
too, nfpired by the wild {cenery of woods and
mountains, which natuve, every where, difplay-
| ed around, by wide dominion, by vigorous health
and manhood, by education, habit and the tra-
ditionary wrongs which had driven their forefa-
thers from their native land, had rifen to a height,
mn this country, of which modern nations had no
conception, and ancient nations had never {urpaf-
{ed. Science, too, had ever met with encour-
agement among the people of thefe colonies, and
feminaries of learning were eftablifhed in various
parts-thereof, which produced men well qualified
to underftand their rights, as they were from other
caufes, ever ready to defend them. Thus, from
the deep folitudle of our woods and mountains, cut
off from the {ociety and corruptions of Europe,
looking up to: Great-Britain as our parent and pro-
tectrels, {ecure in the enjoyment of our rights, and
undifturbed 1n the fruits of our induftyy, we ra-
pudly, though filently, grew up into a great and
refpettable part of the Rritith emipire! Such were |
‘thefe- colonies at the commencement of the year

1755
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175¢. But now the {cene vanes, arms glitter,
trumpets found, and drums beat us to battle, The
peaceful retreats of Agriculture are broken in up-
on from New-Hampfhire to Georgia, and the co-
lonies are called upon to affift the Mother Coun-
try in the profecution of an uniuft, expenfive and
unneceflary war.  Fager to give this firft proof re-
quired of our obedience and afed Fion, we quick-
ly obeved the call.  IFighting by her fide, we tra-
verfed the {fnowy regions of Canada, and encoun-
tered the parching heat of the Fauator. Masti-
nico and Havanna fubmitted to the fuperior prow-
efs of our hardy yeomanry, and Quebec-fell by the
ftrength of curarms. Fmally, by ourliberal gra-
tuities in men and money (the latter {o far beyond
our proportion as even to extort the thanks of Par-
liament to fome of the colontes) and the immenfe
profits of our trade, Great Britain, to ufe the ex-
preflive language of Chath'am “ was carried tri-
umphant through the war.” Twas then, that
by our afhitance fhe affunied the higheft grade in
the {cale of nations, and threatened the independ-
ence and fecunity of ail Lurope. She had now
“ touched the higheft point of all her mc'unefb,
and from that full meridian of her glory, haften
ed now to her fetting,” For, fortunately for man-
kind, the pride of na.!.ions; as well as of individu-
als carries the feeds of deftruction within its own bow-

els, and mighty bodies, both politic and natural,
B mutk
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muft pertfh, at lait, by the very poifon which their
own umwicidinels engenders.  For now, béing firft
made acquaintéd with the great power and refous-
ces of thele colontes, and envious of an 1mpor-
tance, the compariion of which, they feared might,
at fome future day, prove difadvantageous to a
haughty nation, the Parliament of Great Britain
conceived the plan of raiing a revenue in Ameri-
ca, without the confent of our local Legiflatures,
a plan which eaded, at laft, in the difmember-
- ment of the empire,

To whom the exercile of this right belonged
formed the chief fubjett of dipute between the
two countrizs.  In the courie of it, however, part-
Iy with a view to {upport itfeif in this its firlt 1nl-
quitous preteniion, and partly with a view to efta-
blith itleif fupreme over the colontes, Parliament
committed other and very flagrant volations of
American hbﬂi‘t}’ :—all of which may be [een 1n
ftatutes pafled by Parliament between the years
1763 and 1770.

The principal of thele ftatutes as containing the
caufes of the feparation between Great Britam and
her colonies in America, I f(hall now beg leave to
obferve upon; after having premifed that I fhall
not corfider mylelf bound to take notice of thefe
in every particular view, 1nwhich they may juftly
be conftrued into an infringement of our rights,

and alfo, that as many of thofe flatutcs are found-
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ed on the {elf-fame principle, . T thall do Little more |
than recite the title and the time of fome of thenn,
and content myleit with controverting the prings-

pie only 1n a fingle inftance. -
And now, my fellow-citizens, let me pray your
allention to a tale of injufuce, at which humantty
revolis; of oppreffion, at which the muit weep;
of folly, crait and meannels, at which (he muft
hide her head m tham=! and give me power, O
heaven, to [peak the injuries offered to my coun-
try, in a manner to excite the indignation of all
prefent, and to remove that difpofition to cultivate
an intimate union anl frendthip between Great-
Britain and thele United Statos, which, at prefent,
dazzles the imaginations of {ome of my country-
men, and may, eventually, overturn the liberties
of this weltern world! FFor, {o far thould we be,
my fellow-citizens, from cultivating an imim.,:t«::}}r
with that infidious court, that we fhould, rather,
fulpedt treachery and decention m all their connec-
tionswith us; and, (till a really great people fhall
fhew {pirit and hberality cnough to throw off a
government which renders them beth the {ubje&s
and the tools of the moft mfamous opprefiion,)
train up our children to contempiate with
horror, the Britith name! For my part, I de-
clare that “time ignes fuppofitos cineri doloto,”
fhall ever be the rule.of my opinions refrecting
them, and that while I Iive, 1 will remember the
In-
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mJuucs of Britamn! Iwill, annually, read over the
catalogue of her 1n1qu1t1f=s, [ will declaim againft
them; T will admonifh mankind of them; and
when death fhall, at length, draw lis cold hands
oyer thele eyes forever, my laft dying woras to the
{peCtators round fhall be, * Friends remember Bri-
tain,”  And this not from a motive of perional
mabgnancy, (I difdain it, T am incapable of it)
but of poiitical jealoufy and political deteftation.
Tell me not of friendthip; the friendfhip of an
adder is fraught with death. I want no unton with
a nation, which, while we loved them as children,
could be guilty of a deliberate {cheme to enflave
us.  What would you think of the mother who
had kidnapped her own fon inbondage? And let
me afk the moft dilpaflionate among you, in what

did the condu& of Great-Britain towards us when
colonies differ from this? And in the name of hea-

ven, tell how is her prefent condut reconciicable
to friendfkip or even to common honeltyr Let our
citizens, drageed into Algerine flavery, by her in-
famous procurement, anfwer the queftion! let our
butchered brethren on the frontiers anfwer 1t! let
the infamous detention of the weftern pofls anfwer
it! and let your veflel juft coming into port, rob-
bed of her property and of her feamen anfwer it!
bafe affaflins, thefe will fay, they {peak friendfhip
to us with the dagger concealed under their coats:
they {mile upon us, but thewr fmiles only proclairi

them
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.

hem villains! think not that I am an advocate
for war: think neither that to prelerve the peace,
Ny, the very E‘:;ﬂ{:‘”‘(. of this country that I would
have her, tamcly, fubmit to injury and infult! nor
wowd any patrior-breaft among sou, Iam fure,
howeser cheerfully he would lay down his life to
pu.le ve the peace of lis counlry, wilh to fee it
preferved by fubiniffion to a treatment that muft
expole her to the contempt of nations, to anarchy
at home, and miccunty abroad.,

Well aware am 1 that there are many worthy

ana reipettable peifons in this afiembly, in delica-
cy to whele fc,eimzra, it will be thought, I might
have {pared the refleftions, jult now made, Wan-
tonly to infult the feelings of any man, 15 unge-
nerous ana unmanjy, and I declare, with an ho-
nelt confidance, that this 1s not my dipofition. Men
and breihren, whoever you are, forgive the fincere
language of truth and reaion! “ Where liberty

dwells there is my country,” was the {entiment of
the venerable Franklin, and fhould be the fenti-

ment of you and me. Confider, then, thefe ob-
fervations as not intended for you, but for Britain!

But to the {ratutes—
The &t which excited difcontent in the colo-

nies was a ftatute paffed in the year, *64, for impo-
fing duties on certain, foreign goods imported into
the colonies. The preambie which declared that
thofe duties were impofed for the purpofe of *raif-

mg
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ing a revenue in America,” juftly alarmed a peo-
ple jealous of their rights. Ior, hitherto, all ads
refpetting us had run “for the purpole of regula-
ting the trade of the colonies,” a power which the
darknefs of that day acquiefced in as a noht per-
taining to the mother-country.  Never before had
Parliament avowed the right of taking our proper-
ty away from us without our own conient, and for
all the pecuniary contributions fhe had,. hitherto,
received from us “for the purpofe of protecting,
fecuring and defending thefe colonies,” (as were
the 1ifidious words of the {tatute) application had
béenmade, 1n aregular and conftitutiona! manner,
to our refpetive local legiflatures. But; on this
claim of having a right to tax us, as alfo on feve-
tal other violations of the conftitution of England
and of our own charters remarkable in this ftatute,
as 1t will be neceflary, hereafter, particularly to
notice them, I fhall, for the prefeat, forbear any
obfervation. -
- The effeét of the flatute, which was moft f{e-
verely felt, at that day, was the deftruction of our
trade to the Wefi-Indies, and the ill confequences
attending that deftruttion. For, although it le-
palized a trade which, hitherto, the injuftice of
the Britifh Parliament had declared to be unlaw-
ful, and rather permitted than authorifed, yet le-
galized 1t under fuch reflriCtions, asrendered it quite
‘unproiitable to the merchant tocarry it on. The du-
Lics
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tics impofed on the feveral articles brought from
the Welt-Indies, were {o very enormous, that the
profits of fale did fcarccly defray the expence of
imnoriaticon.  The evils arifing from this deftruc-
iiou of our trade to the Weft-Indies, were fevere
many refpedts.  The gold and filver which'we
u.ua:ly received from thence, in payment for our
praduce, and wiech we, as ufualiy, pafled on to
the hands of the Brinifh exporter, we had now:'no
means of acquiring.  The money in common
uie among us at that day, was paper money.
This by t hL Britifh exporter was looked upon as
trafh.  Neither could we make returns with out
flour, becaufe the Britifh ports, except at fome
particular times, werc abfolutely thut againft that
article from us; nor with our tobacco, becaufe be-
ing prohibited from trading with any other Euro-
pean except the mother nation, her merchants,
oenerally, purchaled that article from us at a priee
which afforded neither to the planter nor the ex*
porter here, an adequate reward for his trouble. And
now that our markef, for thefe articles, in the
Weft-Indies, was cut off by the operation of ‘this
molt envious aft that cever difgraced a 1egiﬂative
affembly, one half the firlt fiuits of our indtiftry
were taken away from us, and with large debts ac-
cumulating on our hands, all ealy and ufual-teans
of paying them were denied. Thus did it pleafe
the omnipotent” Parliament to mjure our credit
- abroad,
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abroad, and difcourage our induftry at home, to
intercept our commerce and deliruy our agricul-
ture! here would I dimils thes flatute but for a
fingle claule which cccurs ot the ead of it, and
winch fhews that the Brusth Varinment aimed at
the deftruttion of our morals, 2: we'l as of our
property. By this, common mformers were pro-
tected from actions at common v, {or the reco-
very of damages by thofe perions whoui they had
falfely profecuted; and thus a mufhroom race of
_vile incendiaries {prung up to diiturb the peace of
fociety and few diflention among brethrén; temp-
tations to perjury were thrown in the way of our
citizens; and encouragement given to the gratifi-
cation of malice, avarice and oppreficn. riad a
law been promulgated from heaven with an inten-
tion to deftroy all honour, confidence and happi-
nefs among men, it would not have anfwered this
purpole, more effeCtually, than this pernicious
claufe would have done, had not the avarice of the
Britith Parliament oversached itfelf, and the du-
ties impofed by the ftatute been {o very enormous,
as to deftroy the tention of the {tatute itlelf.
During the fame feflion of Parliament was pal-
{ed another act, which may be confidered as the
very twin-brotlier, in iniquity, of the former, This
declared that no paper money fhould be a lepal
tender 1n the payment of debts. Both were enact-

ed with a view to fetter the induftry and opulence

of
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of thefe rifing colonics. For obferve, by the fors
mer a& our irade to the Weft-Indies was cut off
and every means.of acquiring gold and filver de-
nied. By the prefent act we are forbid to ufe paper
money. - Thus (after the expiration of the time
appointed for the expiration of the bills already
enutted ) 1t was intended by Parbament, to put us
in a {tate, when confiderably advanced in arts and
fciences, flourithing m commerce, abounding in
agriculture, with manners, too, not a little refi-
ned, and, indecd, fomewhat infefted with luxury;
it was mtended, I fay, to put us in a ftate where
we {hould want a common medium to facilitate
the {upply of each cthers wants and conveniences;
a ftate of {ociety, which, I ventuie to declare, ne-
ver had exiftence among men, and 1s as impracti-
cable as unnatural. Excellent legiflators | wife po-
liticians ! benevolent philanthropifts! who fancied,
by the magic ftroke of a pen, to change the eter-
nal order of nature, to convert populous towns 1ii-
to decayed hamlets, polithed {ocieties into uncivi-
lized tribes and fruitful plains into defert places!

I come now tothe confideration of the fftamp-
act, the very hinge, fays Dr. Ramfay, on which
the revolution turned. This a& was intended to
take effelt 1 1765. And here, apain, the Britith
Parliament declared, 1t had a right to tax Ameri-
ca, without her own confent ; a right which, now,
1 will endeavour to controvert. That this was a

C mere
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mere ufurpation in Parliament, I infer from the
nature both of government and of law. By go-
vernment I underftand a fupreme power, 1n the
ftate, conitituted by confent of the peovnle, tor

their happinels and fecurity; by law, I'underiland
a rule of action impo‘ed by this fupreme power
upon the people, 1a virtue of the authority which
thefe latter have given 1¢: this government to con-
i:cntrat;a the wille of the people, and this law to
be exprefflive of that will. Keeping theie defintti-
ons, then (which, I fancy, no man will‘} deny to
se juft) continually in view: if Parliament had a
right to tax America, or, in any way, to make
ldws to bind America—America, 1n reafon and
nature, ought to have had the conftituting of that
affembly, or, at lealt, ought to have been repre-
{fented therein. That fhe neither conftituted it
nor was aCtually reprefented in it are truths which
require no explication; and as to the opinion of a
virtual reprefentation 1n that houle, Lord Chatham
declared it to be the molt contemptible 1dea that
ever entered into the mind of man. According,
~then, to the principles above laid down, Parlia-
ment had no right to tax America. But, the fub-
tle reafoning of minifterialifts; at that day, was
this: the {upreme i)Oiifﬁr in a {tate has a right to
tax that ftate; but Parliament is the {upreme pow-
er in the Briti(h ftate, and the colonies form a part

of that ftate, therefore Parliament has a right to
tax
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tax the colonies. The protetion afferded by Great-
Britain to America was alfo nfifted upon as ano-
ther favourite argument 1 {fupport of this right.
To both which, had I been ftanding on the floor
of the houfe, with the indignation of confcious
truth, I would have anfwered thus:
GENTLEMEN,

““ That only 1s the {upreme power in a flate,
which the whole of that {tate, herielf, has confti-
tuted, and, (as yourlelves declare) fince only the
{upreme power In a {tate has a right to tax that
{tate; as America did not conftitute this {upreme
power, this Parilament, therefore this Parliament
has no right to tax America. And though Ame-
ricats, indeed, apartof the Britifh ftate, it is that
part of it, which, by charters granted by your
king, under the fanction of the law, has been
entrufted with the right to tax itlelf, and 1n rea-
fon and nature, ought to do {0.” I would have
oone further,- and faid, ¢ that neither you nor
your king had a night to grant that which was the
birthright of all creation, The planting of colo-
nies is the planting of arbitrary power, and not the
extenfion of jult government, as you would, vain-
ly, pretend. The weftern wilds were the proper-
ty of the firft occupants; from the Indians have
we purchafed them; by our own labour. have we
fiibdued them; we are entitled, then, in juftice
and humanity, to the fruits of our own induftry

and
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and the government of ourfelves. And zs to the
protection which you, {o arrcgantly, boaft of ha-
ving afforded us, recolleCt in your turn, that m
oratitude for it, we have yielded ihe regulation of
our cemmcrce to your fupreme dilpofal, and {ub-
mitted, m many other refpects, to laws which you
had not the juit power of impofing, - Remember,
too, that protection and allegiance are reciprocal,
and that even though you had protected us at your
fingle expence, which we pofitively deny, yet this
would, now, gweyou noright to opprels us, and
the moment you exercifc that right, that moment
too, does fubmiffion, by the God of nature, ceale
to be required of us. In taxing us, without our

own confent, you are guilty of an oppreflion which
may tend, at lalt, to our utter deftruction: in de-

fence then of the unalienable right, which God
has given us, to the {upreme dilpofal of our own,
we are enfitled to refift and to confider thofe as
piunderers, who would, unjuitly, deprive us of it,

Again, right always implies obligation. If
Parliament had a right to tax America, America
was under an obligation to fubmit to the exercife
of that mght, DBut that America was under no
fuch obligation, I infer from the words of our
charters, from the very nature of property and
from laws then 1in exiftence on the ftatute-book;
laws which Parliament could not at contrary to,
without violating the conftitution of England it-
' felf,

T
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2If, and therefore had no power to a& contrary to.

One claufe, fays Dr. Ramiay, run through the
whole of the charters, except that grantedto Mr.
Penn: that ¢ the emigrants to "‘America fhould
enjoy the fame privileges as if they had remained
or been born within the realm.” Now, one of
the privileges of men born within the realm was
the right of private property. The right of pri-
vate property means the right -of enjoying, fully
and exclufively, whatever a man has gained by his
own induftry and the laws of the land. Nor can
he lofe the property, fo acquired, unlefs by his
crimes, by death, or by his own voluntary abans
donment of it. For even his country cannot
rightfully deprive him of it, before it has made
him an adequate compenfation. True 1t 15 howe-
ver, that every one who enjoys the protection of
government, owes pars of his -property to the
fupport of that government, according to a juit
maxim of law, that he who fhares the benefit,
ought, allo, to fhare the lols, and agreeably to
his own confent, necefarily implied from his {ub-
mitting to live under any particular government.
But then he muft give that property in a regular
and conftitutional way. He mult give 1t, fays
Mr. Locke, by his own confent, that s, by the
~confent of the majority, either in their own per-
fons or by their reprefentatives. But, here, the
tax impofed by Parlament, was mmpofed neither

o with
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with our individual confent, nor the confent of
our reprefentatives. It was therefore unjuft, unli-
cenfed,” and a diret violation of the fundamental
law of property: for * what property have I in
that, fays the celebrated author quoted above,
which another may, when he pleales, take to him-
{elf?” For the fame Parliament which had a right
to take a part:-of our property, had the {ame right
to take the whole of ‘our property from us without
our confent. Who can {ay how far this precedent,
would not have been carned, goaded on, as the,
Britith government was, by avarice and neceffity 5
preyed upon by 3 fet of harpies who eat up all the,
wealth of the people; and with the fair profpect
of obtaining, n this extenfive country, abundant
{upplies for all their luxpries! And had we not
made an abfolute and unqualified refiftance to it;,
at the very time, with as.much effet might we
have, afterwards, {aid to the Engluh Parliament,
“ thus far fhalt thou goand no further,” as Canute
did when fpeaking to the great deep!

Moreover, I fay that this pretended right isin di-
reCt violation of laws, thenin exiftence, which form
a part of the conflitution of England itfeif. The g4th
claufe of Magna Charta, fays that no aid fhall be ta-
kenwithout the affent of the freemen of the land.
And the benefit of this law, as containing onc of
the ¢ privileges of men born within the realm,” has
been extended to the colonies in thofe general

- words
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words which, I have oblerved before, run through
the whole of the charters. The {ame principle
has been recognized in feveral other a&ts of Paili-
ament both previous and {ubfequent to this; it is
exprefsly infilted upon in the bill of rights, and
forms, fays Dr. Lolme, the very bafis of the En-
glilh conftitution. - In the charter of the province
of Maiyland, King Charles, exprefsly, bound
both himieif and his fucceflors ¢ not ta confent
to any bill fubjeting their Inhabitants to internal
taxation by external legiflation.” But I will not dwell
on the recital of pofitive laws in defence of a natural
nght; a right which, given us by God himfelf, not
all the -eloquence of the Britifh Parliament could
deny, nor ten thoufand (tamp-acts, if pafled, take
away from us.

But if the exercife of this right by the Englith
Parliament was unconftitutional in its principle, in
its confequences it would have been oppreffive and
mjurious to us. Taxation and reprefentation are
infepterable 1n theory;, in practice they ought to be
{o too. Free nations, when they lofe fight of this
idea, muft lofc their freedom; and the compa&
between the governors and governed will foon be
conftrued by the férmer into an indefeafible inhe-
ritance, arbitrary, unlimited, and divine. For
the moinent you 1nveft any particular body of men,
in the {tate, with the exclufive right of laying tax-
cs, that moment, too, vou create an order of men

diftin&
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diftinct from yourfelves: you confuitute an ariftos
cracy of different feelings, fentiments, intersfts
and connections from you: you give up your pro-
perty into their hands, which they will not fail to
make ufe of for the gratification of theinr own plea-
fures and the oppreffion of you. What is to be
expected from the natural difpofition of men, but
that they who have power will endeavour to keep
it! But power abuied, you know, mulft be fuppor-
ted by arms; and arms will be uled to your def-
truftion. - What is to be expeted from a legifla-
tive body who have no common intereft with vou,
but that your interells will not be attended to;
but that your agriculture muit languith under the
weight of taxes which the pretended neceffities of -
{tate Will, every moment enact; but that your arts
- muft decay; {cience die; and ignorance, vice and
tyranny overwheim your land ! The juft apprehen-
fion of evils, like thele, roufed all America to op-
pofition again{t the ftamp-act.  Aflemblies conve-
ned, freemen met, relolutions were framed, re-
monftrances forwarded, and a Congrefs of the co-
Jonies called together at New-York, declared that
Parliament had no right to tax the colonies with-

out their own confent. The glow of truth con-
vinced, and the {pirit of men, determined to main-
tain. their rights, or die in their defence, intimida-
ted the Britith Parliament, and in 1766 the ftam p-
att was repealed.

But
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But this repeal was accompanied by a declarati-
on, on the part of Parliament, more infolent, if
pofible, than even this odious act itlelf, Tt de-

clared that Parliament had power, and of -right
ought to have power, to bind the colones 1n all
ca,es_v‘flmtes.fer. Shall T repeat 1t, my fellow-citi-
zens! Parliament declared it had a nght to bind
you in all cafes whatever. To reafon on this de-
claration would be to mnfult your underftandings;
moderation here, would be meannels, and a want
of lndwndt;on argue a4 want of feaﬁhﬂrt} ani hp
nour. To be calm at the recital of this 1niqui-
tous attempt to fubvert all our rights, and reduce
us to the fituation of the wretched pealants of Ger-
many, or the ftill more wretched Africans onour own
{hores, would be treafon aga:n({tthe country whicl
has given me birth! Had all America at tlnt mo-
ment, beemegrcfentcd 10 my ingic pelfon, oungas
fhe was, 1n the {cience of war, unprovided with
arms, and deititute of friends, I would have ipi
in the face of Great-Brita’ n, and dared the Giant's
brufh. Was it for this our forefa,thm had fled
the oppreffions of their native land? Was 1t for
this they had faced dangers and death, encounter-
ed the wild beaft and tLe full wilder Indian of
the wc}vcndP Was 1t for this the) had 1mpaired their
fortunes d}ld_!h@ll‘ health and given up the fociety
and pleafures of a civilized country, in fearch.of a
precarious afylum amudit this fequeftered - wildes-
| AR ilefé s



[ 25 ]
nefs:; that their children {hould be hunted from
their retreats by a ten-foid perlecution and hara!-
fed by a venal aflembly of ftock-jobbers, penfio-
ners, placemen, and flaves, not amznable to
them and 1n the conftituting of whom they had
no fhare? Was 1t becaufe we had no capacity to le-
oiflate for ourfelves, that the infamous Parliament
of Britain, thus undertook to legilate for us? Was
it becauie they were {fo much better accquainted
than ourfelves, with the peculiar neceffities arfing
from our local and other circumftances, that they
thought that, like babes in leading ftrings, we
could not walk without a guide? And was 1t pre-
fumed that we, whole anger had been ever {aught
to rife with the tale of the Wrongs of ‘our fathers;
who had fuckedin refiftance to oppreffion with our
mothers’ milk ; and whofe very hearts’ blood bubbled
liberty; was it prefumed I {ay, that we would {ub-
mit to the unhmited controul of men, the foun-
dation of whofe authority was power, the orinci-
plesof whole lawswere aviolation ofall law, and the
glory of whole political careerwas to proftrate all the
cquitable rights of man? Aware ofroufing higher the
refentment of men already too much roufed for her
peace, and asif apprehenfive of the dreadful confe-
quences, which afterwards enfued, Parliament con-
tented itlelf, for the prefent, with this empty declara-
tion, and it remained a mere dead letter onthe ftatute

book, though like a {word luid up in its {cabbard,

‘ referved,
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referved, at fome future day, to{lab the vitals of
Americal

For the prefent, I fay, Parliament contented
itfelf with a mere declaration of 1ts power. We
{hall fee, hereafter, how it attempted to carry that
declaration into eflect, by acts palled between the
years 1766 and 1776. Thele were the adls of 1767,
onc {ulpending the legiflation of New-York and
the other impofing duties on tea, painters’ colours,
and giafs imported from Great-Britain into the
colonies ; the alt of 1768 for extendingthe Jumd.&p
on of the Vice-Admiraity courts; and the ieveral a&ts
of 1777 4 for fropping up the harbour of Bofton, for al-
tering the government andcharter of the province
of Maffachuletts, for changing the form of fthe ad-
miniftration of juftice, and the Canada-a&.

Of thefe ats, fomerelated only to particular
colonies, and others again, to the whole of them.
And with thefe latter 1 thall begin.

The aft for mpofing dutics on tea, painters’ ¢
lours and glals imported from Great Britain, nto
the Colonies, firft prefents itfeif.

This a¢t was founded on the principle alrcady
controverted, thatp arhamenthad anight to tax  the
colonies. Somelittle difference howe ever, 1s obierv-
able here, in the application of that principle. The

act of 1704 1mpoled duties on foreign goods, this
act on the manufaltutes of Great Britain, import-

ed intothe colomes. Certan friends of Grear Bri-
h i:l‘i!n
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tain, at that day, attempted to draw 2 diftin&ion be
tween internal and external taxes ; of which latter na-
ture they afferted thofe impoed by the prefent itatute
to be, and warmiy contended for theright of Pariia-
ment to lay them. But the futility of this 1dea, 1s
ably expoled ‘by Mr. Dickenfon, in his Farmers
Letters, whoie {hort realoning on the fubjett is this:
“« When we {peak of Taxcs,” fays he, “ we muft
always havean inference tothe intention with which
they were laid; all impofitions on the fubje®, for
the purpole of ravfing arevenue, may be called tax-
es, whether thofe impofitions be laid on external
goods or internal manufactures. ‘But all taxes

require the confent of the people taxed, for by
the laws of pature and of England, no man ‘of
dy of men have a night to take my property from
me without my conient. And therefore he Par-
liament which could not give our confent, had no
right to impofe taxes on us for the purpofe of rai-
fing a revenue.” The foundnefs of this reafon-
ing will appear the more convincing on a recollec-
tion of our fituation, at that day, of being o-
bliged to trade with the mother-country, cr of
wanting a!l the articles above fpecified. ~ Who
could tell, morcover, where this impofition would
end, or whether it would not, hereafter, be ex-
tended to every thing of neceflity or convenience
brought from that to this country., In that cafe,
the trrumph of that doughty hero of defpotifm,
who,
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who, prematurely, boafted that he had found out
a way to taX America, would have been complete;
the policy of impofing duties on internal manufac-
tures would have appedred no longer imprudent
or ridiculous; and the colonies might liave-groan-
ed to the end of time, under a fhil accumulating
burden of taxes, only for the purpofe of enabling
their impofers, the more {ecurely to effe@t any fu-
ture conqueft, over their perfons and property that
either ambition or avarice might fugeeft. But,
thanks be to Heaven, neither virtue, wifdom,
nor firmnefs was wanting among us. To oblige
us, in the firft inftance, to buy, and in the {econd
to buy at her own price, was a {pecies of traffick,
in Great Britain, which thefe colonies did not
underftand and wou!d not fubmit to. They faw,
amnidft the horrid confequ‘ences, not only the en-
tire dilpofleffion of their property, but that proper-
ty itfelf, afrerwards, ufed to enflave them. They
faw the {neaking policy of the pick-pocket Town-
fend, and oppofed it with as much zeal, as they -
did the open robbery of his bolder co-adjutor Gren-
ville, four years before.  Petittons, remonftrances,
aflociations fuceeeded. The commerce of Great-
Britain was diftrefled, and thefe duties ail, except
that on tea, were taken off, three years after.

I now come to the Admuralty-act. This exten-
ded the jurifdi¢tion of Admuralty-courts to certain
natters arifing within the body of the county;

| whereas
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whereas by the ancient law of England, 1t1s cxpref-
ly confined to matters artfing on the high {eas.
There is nothing more neceflary to the wife and
equal adminiftration of law, than that the jurii-
di€tion of -courts be certainly defined. Then, not
only will citizens know to what particular courts
to apply for redrefs in every poffible injury of per-
{on or property, but alio the enquiries of judges
being more limited, their knowledge muft, necef-
{arily, become more perfect.  This 15 a happy
provifion, too, againft the mfluence of fear, in-
tereft or affeCtion in judges; becaule all who are
injured muft, of neceffity, apply for redrefs to that
tribunal which the law has marked out, and not
to that which they believe will favour them molt.
Thus, again, 1t happens that the patience of jud-
gcs need not be wearted mnto rath decifions by too
great a multiplicity of bufinefs; and both- parties
repair to the judgement-feat with an equal know-
ledge of all forms and ceremontes neceflary to be
gone through previous to the final adjuftment of
the iwit, but in direct oppofition to all thefe plain
and happy effects, the above act eftablithed a pre-
cedent by which the jurifdiction of Admiralty-
courts, 1 which a fingle judge prefides, and where
the common law 1s not attended to, might at fome
future day, to the contufion of all order and jui-
tice, be extended to cverv poffibie difpute between
man and man. [t v.fen!:,'.too, to deprive us of the

| incftunable
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ineftimable trial by jury n cafes to which, for
ages, it ‘had belonged; to confine us to a form of
proceeding where the accufed was obliged to prove
his innocence or to {uffer; and to drag us before
1 tribunal where a creature appointed by the crown
and paid out of the very forfettures which himfeif
decreed, was, fingly, to fit in judgment omr our
fortunes, contrary to a cuftom which had imme-
morial ufage for.its bafis, and immeaturanle utility
for its fanction, contrary to an exprefs claufe, in
magna charta, which fays that no man fhall be
affected in his perion or property, unlefs by lawful
judement of his equals or the-law of the land; and
contrary to a conflitution which, I may venture to
affirm, fays Blackfton, has fecured the juft hber-
ties of this nation (the Englith) through a long
fucceion of ages. Whoever confiders the truth
likely to refult from the cool and impartial delibe-
ration of twelve difinterefted men, fuppofed to be
in fome meature, acouinted with the folt, put up-
on their oaths and their honour to declare i, and
aCtuated by motives of {elf-intereft and {elf-prefer-

vation to do {o; whoever will confider how necel-
fary it is, always, when poffible, to keep law and
fa&t diftiné®, will not wonder that all America
murmured at this attempt to confound both toge-
ther in the breaft of a fingle judge, under every
temptation of pride, paffion, and avarice to pro-
nounce falfcly; that fhe confidered it as a moft un-

juft
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juft attack of ler nobleft privilege; an infolent
attempt in the Parliament of Great-Britain to el-
tablith an arbitrary juriidition over the fortunes
and lives of the people of thefe colonies; and a
deliberate plan, formed in that thamelets aflembly,
to rob u3s piece-meal by piece-meal, of all thole
rights in the poffeffion of which we had grown
great and flourifhing, and to wither the nerve of
that arm, which, during the French war, had
faught ber batties with fo much glory and fuccefs!
Here will 1 pau‘e.—Citizens, let us learn from
hence, that injuftice muit ever be fupported by
oppreffion! Nations, when they once violate the
firft principles of right, muit ftoop to every kind
of meannefs, iniquity and defperation, to {upport
them 1n that violation. The open current of ho-
ncfby 1s the political ftream, bevond which if am-
bitious rulers attempt to pafs, they deftroy their
country, and if they ftop (hort at the brink, them-
{elves are undone. IHad Great-Britain never ex-
ercifed the power cf 1mpofing taxes upen us con-
trary to our own conient, fhe need not have been
guilty, for the purpofe of collefting thofe taxes,
of a violation of the ancient law of the land, for
which America can never ceafe to upbraéd her, while
{he retains {pirit and fenfe enough to prize the
trial by jury as the firmeft bulwark of her freedom !
But, citizens, the tale of our injuries is not yet
told ; liftent. 2+ while 1 pray you, and let your
indignation

wt
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indignation accompany mine through the fhort res ¥
mainder of the recital! |

The parhament of Great-Britain having vainly
endeavoured to fubjugztjte thefe colonies by the va-
rious acts I have mentioned, and by many others
which, for want of time, I have omitted, all of
which proved abortive by the abfolute refiftance or
felf-denial of the people, now formed the more
art{ul fcheme of cnflaving them one by one. The
band of brothers, faid they, cannot be broken:
let us divide and deftroy. But thanks to the pro-
teCtor of the innocent, in every poflible attack
which open violence, fretted pride, or ineaking cun-
ning could devife, fhe found us a band of bro-
thers {till, watchful and {olicitous for each other’s
fafety! The caufe of one 1s the caufe of us all, and
an injury to him who {prung from my mother’s |,
womb, is, both from policy and feeling, an injury
to mylelf, {pake the colonies when the a&t for
{ufpending the legiflation of New-York made
its appearance. This moft iniquitous act, which
was levelled at the firft principles of the {ocial com-
pa&, was drawn down upon that ill-fated colony
for a trifling difobedience to a former unconftitu-
tional and oppreflive one. But what was the di-
re& tendency of this before us, but to cut off
from the people, the exercife of their own under-
ftandings and wills entrufted to them, by nature,
for the government of themfelves; and to deftroy

Ik that
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that refponfibility which I hold, as a maxim, all
nations are under to God, to exercife prudently
their civil rights, to promote the interefts of virtue,
{cience and religion, to diffule harmony and friend-
{hip among men, and to extend the blefflings of
equal freedom and fecurity to the meancit as well
as the higheft individuals of fociety? What was
the effet of this act but to preciude the alteration
of imperfections in the conftitution, which time
or neceffity might point out; -to continue the op-
preflions of laws already enalted; and to prevent
the enacting of others moft wholefome and necef-
fary for the public good. What was this but to
render the good people of New-York the mere
oyfters of fociety; to fetter thewr induftry; to
cramp their faculties ; to generate fuperftition,
* which ever {prings from ignorance; to {mother

that enthufialm of genius and virtue, which s
remarkably the offspring of freedom; and in fine,

to render them fit machines 1n the hands of a ve-
nal Parliament, to work all the other colonies to
their own ruin.

But if the apprehenfion of fuch effects as thefe,
from this ftatute, excited the moft juft alarms in
 America, how much muft thefe alarms have been

“increafed by the appearance of the Quebec-att?
This alt enlarged the boundaries of Canada over
an extent of country greater than the balf of Eu-

rope, throughout which the entire fyftem of En-
glifh
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glith laws, relative to civil rights, was abolifhed;
and a counctl, to be appoiwnted by the crown, and
removeable at its pleafure, was inveited with every
power of legiflation, over this immenfe traét of
country, except that of taxation, and this was re-
ferved as the divine and incontrovertible right of
the omnipotent Parliament, to fatten them, I{up-
pofe, when penfioners and placemen, for this {o
true, {o generous and fo loyal a facrafice of ho-
nour and humanity to their auguft lord and maf-
ter! By this tyrannic act the conduct of Britain
was fully difcloled. The fufpenfion of the leg:ifla-
tion of New-York might have continued for ages
or enly fora day. But an act hke this, planned
with deliberation, to legalize oppreffion, was an alt
which placed the defigns of Parliament in {o clear
a point of view fhat for the colonies any longer
to doubt its intention to enflave them would have -
been as abfurd as to doubt of the exiftence of light
in the glare of noon-day! For what was this ftatute
but the free gift, by Parliament, of the ¢ {wimfh
multitude” to the crown! A council appointed by
the king, and removeable at the plealure of the
king, would confult the intereft of the king 1n all
their legiflative adts.  Relponfible to him only for
the difcharge of their office, without an affetion for,
or knowledge of the people they were {ent to govern,
without an acquaintance with the fituation and
wants of their country, unconnected with them by

| the
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the tics of religion, refationfhip, manners or habits,
independent of their cenfure, and carelefs of their
applaufe, thelc uncontrouied blood-fuckers would
ever prefer intereft to jultice, and the defire of re-
taining their places to the honeft ditates of huma-
nity: and though a wife law might now and then
be pafled, accident or money would have more in-
fluence m the work, than either found policy or
virtue, Take away the dependence of legiflators
upon the people, and you take away the only mo-
tive which will render moft legiflators attentive and
faithful to their duty; you create an order of no-
bles 1n the ftate whomake laws only to {ccure their
own power, and who govern but to opprefs.

I come now to the Statutes refpetting Maffa-
chufetts : Statutes which wviolate the charter of
the province, in almolt every fentence. By one
the harbour of Bofton was thut up, and the means
of fubfiftence cut off from many thoufands of in-
nocent and needy people. By another, the right of
peaccably affembling and petitioning on their own
grievances, was forbidden the people ; Judges, too,
on whofe independence their own virtue and the up-
right adminiftration of juftice much depends, were
made removable by a royal governor; and abfolute
murderers {creened from the juft punithment of the
law, by being required to be fent to England, or
fome diftant province for trial. And by a third,
the charter of the province was taken away, the

confutution
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conftitution itfelf was aitered, and a part of the
legiflature hitherto appointed by the General
Court, was i future to be appointed by the
Crown. .

Thele, and many other things could I rclate, my
{ellow citizens, to rake that fore {enle of Dritifh op-
prefhion which once more 1 repeat, thould never be
fuffered to heal on the minds of Americans. T
could teli you of {tanding armies quartered uponus
in times of profound peace ; of parliamentary afls
enforced by the fivord ; of governors continued in
office contrary to the defire of the people ; of new
laws, eftablithing new offences on purpole to entrap
them; of violence and murder committed on thelr
perfons with impunity ; till at lenach, a Congrefsof
the colonies met at Philadelphia, and difdaining
any longer to [ubmit to a load of oppreffions too
great for human nature to bear, ventured 1n their
juft defence, to levy war againft the parent {tate ;
for which thefe colonies having been thrown out of
the protettion of Great-Britain, they finally, in vin-
dication of their juft rightsand appealing to heaven
for the re&itude of their intentions, proceeded, on
the fourth of July 1446, todeclare «“thele colonies
free and Independent States, and for the fupport of
this declaration, witha firm reliance on the protec-
tion of divine providence, mutually pledged toeach
other ther lives, their fortune, and their facred ho-

nour,”’
Famn
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_.Fain too, would I gobeyond this period and re-
view the hiﬁéry of awar which, both our olory and
our {afety promipt fhould be ever prefent to our
minds; ofawar, honourabie to ourlelves and ufeful
to mankind ; of a war, begun through neceffity,
conducted without cruelty and ended without re-
f;'enge, of a war, onwhich I verily believe, the rights
of ages, yet unborn, and, perhaps, of all futurity
hung fufpended ; of a war, which, m its blefled
effe@ts of promoting human happme privat
and political, prefents the faireft view to the hlfl
torian of any that ever was waged between con-
tending Nations! 1 would inftance the difplay
of valour and patrioti{m which pervaded all ranks
and both fexes from the beginning to the end of it,
With admiration would I tell how private con-
venience was {acraficed to public neceflity, private
fortune to public utility,and private refentment to
public harmony ; how our citizens contended,
with refiftlefs ardour, who fhould be firft to ofler
a victim from the enemies of his country, or
pour forth his own blood upon the altar of liber-
ty: how, confiding 1n the eternal juftice of their
caufe, to conquer therein was, 1 their opinion,
to merit the unceafing gratitude of men, and to
die in the unceafing favour of the Almighty | with
veneration, would I relate the fufferings of that
army, firlt and juftly fliled patriotic, which fud-
denly called together from the peaceful {cenes of
rural
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rural life, unprovided with arms, unufed to dif’
cipline, mere chiidren 1n thé {cience ¢f war, and
wanting, ~ {ometimes even the neceflaries of life,
animated {olely by the love of their country, and
orecdy only, of its applaufe, oppoled themfelves
with valour and fuccels, through a tedious feven
years war, to numerous hoits of valiant veterans,
whofe trade it was to {fhed human blood. and who
added to the motive of preferving a well-earned:
fame, were urged on by the profpedt of attaining
unbounded wealth and pleafure, in the pofleffion of
the {poils of thole cowards and rebels they Were
fent hither to deftroy! Amidft the various in-
ftances which occur, of the {uperiority of native
courage to long-practiced, though mercenary fol-
(herﬂnp, of troops fired by the faaed blaze of li-
berty to an armed rabble dragged on by the avarice
of conqueft, the batties of Bunker’s Hill, Ticon-
deroga, and Prince-Town, {hould be remember-
ed : neither fhould thofe of Mudfort, Cowpens,
and the Eutau be forgotten. I would deferibe the:
eallant leaders in all thole illuftrious {cenes! and:
to thofe who had fallen would I drop the tear of
oratitude, to thole who furvived would 1 offer
the rich return of thanks in the name of ther:
admiring country ! But, chiefly, to thee, O
Walthington, iiluftrious {aviour of a once-finking
land, now, free, refpetable, juft, and happy by

thy means, fublime exampie of unceafing virtue,
untiring



[ 57 ]

untiring object for fools to gaze at, and wife
men to contemplate, for flaves to admire, and
frcemen to adore! great in the counci, glorious
in the field; to thee high prieft of patriotiim,
would I offer the firft laurel-wreath of thy devot-
ed country, to adorn thy brow who hivelt but to
mcrit it, and on whom all the honours thy grate-
ful America can beftow to render thee higheft,
as thou art beft among men, ferve enly to en-
creafe her confidence in thee, and to gain their
admiration mmitation and love ! Finally, I would
relate how, under the altcrnate prevalence of prof-
perity and adverfity, of campaigns crowned with the
moft brilbant {uccefs, and whole years pafling
away 1n the moft gloomy delpondency, American
fortitude, at length, made its way through a
fea of dangers and hardfhips, threatening on all
fides, deftruction to the calm haven of peace and
happinefs, and the Ilagle of Liberty, {preading 1its
vitorious wings, perched in triumph, on the
broken {ceptre of the grumbling Lion! Nor in
the general detail, fhould thy former fervices, Oh
France, be forgotten! At a time when the prof-
pet was all gloomy around, and the benighted
travellers {eemed ready to fink with {atigue and def-
peration upon the earth, thy benevolence appeared,
like a taper through the dark, to enlighten and
to guide us; we were firangers and ye took us
in; we were naked and ye clothed us; we were

purfued




[ 38 ]

purfued by robbers, and ye put arms 1nto our hands
for defence ; we wanted money, and we found thee
our purfe bearer ; we wanteda friend and we found
thee a benefaltrefs ; by thy afhftance was our ho-
nour preferved; by thy affiltance were our rights
defended ; and by thyafliftance, Irepeat it again
and again, by thy affiftance, do we enjoy all our
prefent bleffings, and exilt not the vile flaves of un-
limited defpotiim? Can we then {o foon forget
thy former kindnefs, and be infenfible to thy pre-
{ent fufferings ¢ Sink us firft, kind heaven, to the
bottom of the fea | As Americans, we mufl fee] eve-
ry woundat which our earlieft, deareft, only fiiend
bleeds? As menwe cannot but pray for your complete
fuccefs. Andf{purn fromyou, my countrymen, thefe
wretches who would feduce you 1nto the opinion,
no lels dangerous than falfe, that this nation of he-
roes 1s but a horde of affaffins, and would leflen the
weight of that obligation you are under to the nation,
at large, by aleribing it entirely tothe king? Were
I tofay that they are the enemies of your peace,
your liberties, your honour, and republicamim ;
were ] to fay that they would facrifice glory to
wealth, and give up their country for a title, I fhould
not do much injuftice to thofe infe&ts of a day that
flutter up and.down your ftreets, difgorging the
foul contentsof their owndifordered fromachstofick-
en the generousappetite of a free people? Louis the
fixteenth is now no more! Peace be to his {oul!

13 as
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asaman, however, I cannot help rejoicing, and had
he been a brother, I would have rejoiced that he
has fallen, 1n obedience,—(who will fay to the
contrary ?) to the jult decree, atleaft, the juft ne-
ceflities of his country. To his intervention, in
our favour, I gratefully acknowledge myfelf and
country, eternally indebted. But can we ever for-
oet, that theblood which he fent to be {pilt on our
(hores, was the blood of the people; and that the
~ treafures which he ufed, in our defence, were the
treafures of the people too! And can we, ever,
ever forget the caule, the gloriouscaule, inwhich
thefe fame people do now fight ; and thall we fuf-
fer our wifhes for the life of a fingle man, to
come 1n competition one fingle moment, with our
wifhes for the lives and liberties of millions?
No, ficht on,—fight on then, illuftrious nation, be
true to the caufe 1n which you have engaged, def-
pife the cenfures of an unthinking world, and let
plilofophy, reafon,and liberty prevail ! And may
kings bite the duft under thy feet, and the heads
oftraitors tumble from thy guillotines ; may death
-~ ftride before, and waves of blood roll after you ;
in your march, may dead bodies, high as Olympus,
be piled upon your frontiers, till every enemy you
have, be {wept from the face of the earth, or you

allowed the liberty of governing yourfelves.
And now, my feilow-citizens, with gratitude to
heaven, for all the bleflings, individual and politi-
| cal
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cal, we at prefent enjoy; and with earneft wifhes,
that thofe bleffings may foon be extended to re-
moteft nations; with one heart to conceive, one
tongue to utter, and one hand to affert our rights;
with a {enfe of continual dependence on that al-
mighty arm, that can uphold the good and deprefs
the wicked ; with {entiments of religion and liber-
ty united 1n harmontous concert, let us retire to the
feveral {cenes prepared for the celebration of this
illuftrious day, and while the {parkling glafs goes
round, 1n{piring benevolence and joy to all created
beings, let God and my right {pring from every
heart, and triumph on each tongue.




