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AT @ Meeting of the Sceiety of ths CincinnaT1of the Commona
wealth of Maflackuletts beld by adjcurnment a¢ the Bunch of Grapes
Tavern in Bolon., July sth, 1787,

OTED unanlmmlﬂj that- Capt, Sammel Mickelfor, Brigadier

General Filliar. Hull, and Licutenant Colonel Nathan Rize

be appointed a Committee to wait npon the Honourable Major Ge-

ncril Brooxs and prefent him the Thanks of this Soctety for his

OraTion delivered to the Scczcr,y yeilerc'dy and requcﬂ; 2 Copy
thereof for the Prefs, ' ]

A true Copy.
Tromas EpwakrDs, Secretary.

‘Medfira, Fuly 10, 1487,

GENTLEMEYN,

T would be impoffible: for me, after baving received by your
= hands the Vcte of the Society of *he Cincinnati of the sth inftant |
to decline a compliance with their requefl.

With cvery fentiment of Refped and Effecn,
I bave the bonour to oo,
Gentlemen,
Your mofl obedient Servant

Joun Bxrooxs,

T'o Capt. Samuel Nicbolfon,
Brig. Gen. William Hull; » Committce,&c¢.
and Lt. Col. Nathan Rice, j




ORATION.

A S illiberality is the offspring of weaknefs and of
)gnorance— as the great and the good are ever poffeffed
of candid minds, the prefent fpeaker prefumes he has
le(s to fear from the feverity, than to hope from the
candour, of this enlightzned and reipectable auditory.
He may, therefore, venture, notwithftanding his own ine
ability, to proceed in attempting to difcharge the duty
affigried him by the fociety of the Cincinnari.

AcreEaBLY, then, to their expeltations and the dic-
tate of the day, we (hall tura our attention to the Ame-

rican Izdependence.

Tue defire of pleafing is a principle in human nature;
But as this paffion can never be virtuounfly indulged at
the expence of truth and fincerity, an attempt to catch
the popular ear, or flatter the reigning prejudices of the
day, foyms no part of the prefent defigo.
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Tue American revolutior is an event illuftrions in it-
felf, and 1mporiant in its cénfequences, To rear and
eftablith an empire was an enterprize bold and arduous.
The attempt awakened ail the a&tive powers of the hu-
man mind, and feemed to add frefh vigour to its native
clafticity. America friendlels and alone, but colleed
within herfelf, fetting at defiance the power of Grear Bri-
tain, prefents us with a moft dignified and majeftick
picture of true greatnefs. In confidering the rights of
humain natore, in contemplating the refpe&t which the
owed to her{clf, fhe was elevated above the fenie of dan-
ger 3 and fo intent was fhe in inveftigating the policy,
that (he {cemed to forget the power of her oppreflors.
VWhile Britain, on the other hand, dazzled with the luftre
of her own greatnefs, loft ﬁght of one of thofe invalua-
ble rights for which fhe herfelf had citen and profufely
bled. To fecure the rights of property, and the fafety
of their perfons, againft the depredations and outrages
of lawlefs power, Englithmen had plunged their fwords
into the brealts of Englifhmen, and their {oil had been

freely watered with their choiceft blood.

Bur in their condut towards this country they were
suilty of a treacherous inverfion of their own maxims,
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The right, nat only of tuxing us withont our confent, bui

of binding us in all cafes whatfoever, though at fiz{t only

{ccretly whifpered in their cabinet, was at length openly

claimed in the face of the workl,  Amezrica, atonce faw
the force of the principle, while as yet it exifled but
1n theory, and had too much wifdom and fpirit to fubmic
to the ten ywninious exeriment. Her refolutions was nor,
Like that of the United Netherlands, the unpulfe of dil-
patr, but the refult of cool deliberate reafoning. Banith-
ed from the bleflings of the Britith conftitution, refiit-
ance became the enly aleernative ;) and the precarious
events of a war weare prefered to certain {ervicude,

Tuc fitvation of A nerica for fome time after the
conmencement of hoftilities, from oppoling the power
of the King of England while fhe recognized his fove.

reignty, was extremely ungraceful,  But {fo equivocal,
though neceflury line of conduét did not comport with
the dignity of her fpiritand geaius.  As, while (he az.
knowledged herlelf to be a part of the Brinilh empire,
fhe would have no rathnal hope of foreixn affiitance,
and was herfelf, indeed, conteading without an objed,
a formal, and an explicit alfumption of foverzign pow-
er, was the dictate of wifdom aad of pradence,
B
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AccorRDINGLY, on the aufpicious day we now cele-
brate, the illultsious fathers of our country, by a moft
folemn adt, announced to the world, the claims of Ame-
rica to Independence and empire. A day never to be
forgotten ! An alt ever to be admired ! An a&t which
for concifenefs and precifion, for majelty of expreflion
and loftinefs cf thought, ftands unrivaled among the
literary productions of this, or any former age—an adt,
it is but juflt to add, which does infinite honour to thefe
bold and generous patriots who gave it their fanltion ;
and which cannot fail to tranfmit their names with 1n-
creafling applavfe through all {ucceeding time.

As magnanimity, and boldnefs of mind, had thus
marked the American councils, the further profecution
of war was evincive of her perfevering firmnefs, found
wifdom and military prowefs., From her own ‘bofom
{he was able to call forth, both for the Secnate and for
the field, fuch charalters as her fituation cdemanded.
And while fhe can boaft the -—urity of her caufe, fhe
can boaft alfo of patriots and heroes who added luftre
to the caufe itfelf, None of the various viciflitudes of her
fortune were able to fhake the refolution the had iaken
to eftablifh her liberties, or to check the efforts of her

freeborn foul ; burt, {fupported by the virtue and patri-
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otifm of her fons, (he perfilted in the long and arduous
confli¢t, till, at length covered with glory, and unequal-
led in fame, fhe rofe in triumph fuperior to all her ene-
mies, and effeted an honourable, a glorious peace. A
peace, tranfcending her expectations, and equal to her
moft fanguine withes, Happy moment ! when the din
of arms and the toils of war fhould yield to the peace-
ful pleafures of domeftick life !

In the full poficfiion of peace, liberty and independ-
ence—remote from the feats of foreign empires—unen-
tingled with their politicks and uncontaminated with
their vices—matters of a grateful foil in a healthful
climate, to what heights of grandeur and felicity mighe
fhe not have afpired ! Could any one have conceived
that a people who had given fuch fignal difplays of for-
titude and patriotifm, under circumitances the moft dif-
trefling—who for eight long years had fupported a war
cf virtue, fhould foon, very foon, fo far forget their own
dignity and intereft, as to abufe their liberty, and prof-
titute it to the vile purpofes of licentioufnefs { Yes : the
comprehenfive genius of a WASHINGTON forefaw,
and his horelt patriotiim pointed out,* the humiliating
danger,

Sl syl STl 1

® VYide circular iciicr.
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. NorwiTesTAaxDING the national fpuit that difcover-
ed ufelf during the war, we are now compelled to belicve
that the unicn of the ftates, during that period, was the
¢ Telt either of a momentary [enfe of danger, or, at befl, of
a tranfient glow of pawionfm. A review of the tem-
rer and manrers of the pecple of this Cotintry, through
the various ftages of dheir progrefs fiom dependence to
empire, ccmpared with the prefent, forces to confels
that the afcent to greatnefs, however hazardous, is more
plealing to the great mals cf mankind, than the prac-
iice of thofe virtues, which can alone {ccure rcl’peﬂubili-
tv 1nthe calm feafon cf peace.

As the States had one common enemy, they had one
common interefl 3 the force of which rendered them in-
fenfible to a variety of feparate, inferiour interefls, which
reace alone cotld unfold and bring into view.  So fuon,
therefore, as the impulfe of foreign force was removed,
~the little politicks of each ftate engrofied the publick at-
tennion——rtederal ideas were oblcured, and the pational
charalfler -has been falling a viftim to local prejudices.
Lver fince the war the flates have been receding trom
each other, and fram thelir commen center, till the pow-
er of political attration has become almoft impsrcepti-
Lle. L
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How thefe ftates are {o be re-united, and the unity of
the national charater and government preferved, are
queltions already highly momentous ; but are daily be-
coming more interelting, as they are rapidly advancing
to a praltical decifion. A tederal {yftem, differently
modified from the prefent, may probably be adopt-
ed with a view to effectuate thefe immenfe objelts.
But how far a government meerly federal is calculated
to anfwer thefe purpofes,—how far fuch a government,
is, in the prefent ftate of things, practicable, time alone
will fully determine. Reafonings founded in the nature
and general principles of governmer: will not fatisfy
the mind on this fubject, as coerciun, the great animating
principle of every government, is, and perhaps muft ne-

ceflarily be wanting,

Anciext Greece was divided into a great number of
independent republics.  They had, however, their fede-
ral conftitution, and their councll of amphytyons.
But was their confederation capable of controuling thofc
jealous, proud, aipiring ftates © The reverfe is mani.
felt from their perpetual and depopulating wars,
What, though the arms of Perfia might for a time
unite them, this danger removed they cordially returned
to their toc common employment, the butchery of each

c
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other. The analopy.between thole celebrated. repub-
licks, and our own, 1s finkingly obvicus ;. and their
hiftory, painful as-it 1s in the perufal, is replete with
inftrutions to this our country, They rioted in their wiid
tumultuous liberty, till the enterprizing Philip put an
end at once to their convulfions and to their freedom.

Tue Helvetick league in modern times, has aflumed
the appearance of confiftence and of union. But to
their poverty, and their mountains—the jealoufies and
the continual preffure of furrounding nations, may not

this be afcribed, rather than to the efficacy of their fede-
ral conftitution # | |

Noz can we predicate any thing more favourable
from the intricate {yftem of the Unired Netherlands.
Although they are {urrounded by potent neiphbours,
by whofe arms they feem liable to be overwhelmed,
their conftitution is toc feeble to preferve them from
thofe violent political agitations, which are inconfiftent
with an c,ﬁ’lcacious,'well-organized government, The
Hollanders themfelves, indeed, by difpenling in times
of danger, with their ufual and conftitutional forms of
legiflation, implicitly acknowledge the prepofterous na-
ture of their national {yltem of jurifprudence.,
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“T'o thele inftances may we not add the teftimony of
our own experience, We bave been witnefles of the
decline, and almoft utter extinétion, as well as of the
rife and progrefs of a federal fy tem~—{ufficient, perhaps,
to convince us of the neceflicy of a great national con-
ftitution of government, formed with all thofe powers,
thofe checks and balunces, which may be neceflary to
give it encrgy, on the one nand, and to fecure the. li-
bereies of the people, on the other.  What indeed can
preferve the pubhick liberty but an efficient, energetick
government, fuunded in jutt principles, and difpenling
equal laws ¢ So fur is {uch a government from endan-
gering the libertics of the people, that it infures to them
the higheft poffivle degree of proteGtion. The extremes
of almolt every thing in the moral and political world
are nearly allied, The excels of virtue is vice ; and

the extremes of liberty border on defpotifm..

Moxey is the finew of government as well as of war.
To call it forth with certainty—in fuch quantities and
in fuch only as the public exigencies demand, and in a
manner moft caly to the people, is the perfection of le-
giﬂation. But to effect thefe important points, is it not
effcntial that one undivided, integral, though balanced,
government fhould be eftablithed, the influence uf which
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fhould operate diretly upon the individaal conftituents

of it without the intervention of  local, or fubordinate
legiflatures ?

AMonG the various caufes of the prefent diltrefs of
our country perhaps none has been more capically influ-
ential, than the want of a well-toned, national govern-
ment. The levity and difrefpe& with which many of
the recommendations and requifitions of Congrefs have
been received, by fome of the ftates, has had an exten-
five effe& un the publick mind. Mankind at large do
not always reafon : they are prone to imitation, are fuf-
ceptible of injuries, and in their political conduct are
generally, governed by their feelings. It was impoflible
therefore, for the legiflature of any one ftate to trifle
with the dignity of the federal government, without,
fooner or later, hazarding their own.

But whatever may have been the caufe of the pub-
lick diftrefs, nothing can juftify the wild and irrational
methods which have been adopted for relief. To every
honeft patriot it muft be highly painful, to fte our free
conftitution, that work of time and of blood, fuffering
the infults and outrage of the profligate and '1bandoned
To you, Gentlemen of the fociety of the Cincinnati, who
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have been wont to confider the honour and the happinels, .
the difgrace and the infelicity of your country as your

own, it muft be humiliating indeed.
I'r has fallea to your lot, Gentlemen, to at a dange-

rous, though honourable part in the American revolu-
tion. For eight long years you have trodden together
the rugued paths of military life.  The return of this
anniverfary muflt call up to your recollection the vari-
ous interetting (cenes through which you have paffad,
and tend till furcher to cement thofe friendfhips, which
have been formed under the preflure of the same diltrels,
and while participating one common danger, On this
day it will be natural for you to recur to that period,
when the military connetion of thole men, who, by
the united voice of their country, had been recognized
as the patriot army, was about to be difiolved. The
momsnt was peculiarly calculated to awaken all the
generous affections of the mind, and to excite the finer
feclings of friend’hip and humanity. The idea of bid-
ding a final adicu to each other was too painful to be
fupported ; and the moft virtuous afiections that ever’
warmed the human heare gave birth to your inititution,
Oa this day, therefore, you will recollect that frieadlhip,
and charity form the great bafis of your affyciarion,
And while you dwell with pleafing fatisfaction on the .

D
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connettion that now fubfifts among thofe, whofe pride
and glory'it 1s to have defended the fame illuftrious caufe,
the memory of thofe of your brethren, who have fraled
their patriotifm with their bloed will croud upon your
fympathetic minds, and call forth frefh tears for their
early fate. Hail ! Ghofts immortal, of unfading fame
Your names fhall grace the poet’s verfe ! The hiftorick
page to latelt times fhall proclaim your worth ! While
your memory, dear to us your friends, fhall be embalni-
ed in the bofom of your grateful country !

By your inftitution,” Gentlemen, it is yours to folace
and fupport, as far as in your power, fuch of your unfore
trate companions, as bave feen better days, and wzerited @
silder fate. ltis yours to wipe the tear from the eye of
the widow—to fuccour the fatherlefs—torefcue tkhe tender
feinale orpban frois defirudiion, and io enabie the fon to emu-

late the virtues of bis father. Pleafing deligh:ful tafk 1
T'o communicate happinefs to cthers while you increafe

your own.
Consiperine the temper of the times in which you

live, the part you have to act is confeffedly difficule,
For although, as a fociety, friendfhip and benevolence
are your great objells, yet, apathy in you, with regard
to the publick weltare, would be conflrued into difaf-
feftion, and uncommon fenfibility into defign. It is 1m-
poflible for men, whole great ambition it has been to dz-
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ferve the approbaticn of their fellow citizens, to view with
indifference the reproach which has been calt upon your
inftitution. But there is a degree of refpe@t cue from
every man to himfelf, as well as toothers; and there
are fituations from which one may not recede, without
the wnavoidable imputation of weaknels, or of guilt.
‘While, therefore, a confcioufnefs of virtuous and lauda-
ble views will prompt you to cherifh the benevolent
principles which firlt induced you to affociate, you will
be lead to refpect that fpirit of jealeufy, which always
charalterifes a free government, and, when not carried o
excels, is ufeful in its fupport. Time, which places every
thing in its true light, will convince the world that your
inftizution is founded in virtue, and leads to patrioti{m.

Besibes the motives you have in common with
others, to feek the publick welfare—a regard to the con-
fitence of your own charalter—that fenfe of honour,
which has raifed you fupericut to every tempration, and
to every diltrefs—the reiterated teftimenials you have
received from your country of their fenfe of your patri-
otifm and military merit, are ties that muft forever bind
you moft facredly to her interefts,

ProsecuTE, then, with refolution, what you have 1n-
ftituted in fincerity. Muke it the great object of your
ambition, as you have fhone as foldiers, to excel as citls
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zens, Treat with juft indifference the infinuations which
envy fnay be difpofed to throw out againlt you. Silence
‘the tongue of flander, by the redtitude of your conduét,
and the brilliance of your virtues, Sufrer not the affeét-
ed jealouly of individuals, to abate the ardour of your
patriotiim. As you have fought for liberty, convince
the world you know 1ts value, As you have greatly
contributed to eftablifh thefe governments, teach thi; li-
centious traitor, that you will fupport them-—aad as you
have particularly feught under the banners of the union,
inculcate in your feveral circles, the neceflity of pree
{vrving the unity of the national charaéter. Forufy your
minds again{t that foe to integrity, that bane of fﬂpub-
Licaniim; an immederate thirft for popularity.

SupporT the majefty of the laws of your country, Re-
verence the publick infticutions of religion.  Pradlice
the whole circle of private virtues 3 and dilfemiaare, to
the utmoft of your power, -the feeds of ufeful kpow-
]cdgé:

THus, approving yourfelves to heaven and your own
minds, you will do honour to your inftitution, to your-
12:1_1:&5, and to your country.
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