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Frienps axp Frirow-Oitizens,

- v ¥ E are now aflemhled to cele-
brate the moflt {plendid erathat graces the arnals
of nations : An era, the recollettion of which
kindles. up a laudable and lively ardour in the
breafts of patriots. Ever fince the memory of
man, moft nations have diftinguifhed certain
epochas commemorative of great events. The
obje& of this aflembly is not to celebrate the
natal day of a powerful monarch, at whofe feet we
{upine ourfelves with bafe humility ; not to bear
in mind the many vi&ims which have been immo-
lated, to fatisfy the thirft of regal ambition; but
to water with our tears the laurels that decorate
the tombs of our anceftors, to rejoice in liberty,
and to hgil the birth-day of our national inde-
pendence. The celebration of this day, like the
tattered enfign which has furvived the battles of
our fathers, brings to our recolle&ion the miferies
of foreign fubjugation, infpires us with military
ardour, unites with a magic power the fons of
freedom, and vibrates her energies in the bofoms
of Americans. Already, on fimilar occafions,
has the tongue of the orator beftowed ali the
tropes of eloquence, and the pen of the poet
lavithed all the flights of fancy upon the { plenfour

of Americanviftorics.. The heroes who bled 1n
| - our
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sur revolutionary war, have been funmg by eur
bards in the higheft ftrains of panegyric. Buton
this anniverfary, new {cenes arife in our political
hemifphere. Twelve months feldom produce 2
greater change in the political fentithénts ' of any
nation. than that which the cvents of the fame
period have produced In America. Let us pafs
over, but not forget, the deeds of former times,
and take a fhort furvey of the caufes which pro-
‘duced this great revolution in cur'bofoms.

Twenty-two revolving years have now elapfed,
iince the fun of freedom arofe in majefty on this
weftern world. When heé firlt appeared above
the horizon, his beams, like thofe of yonder
brilliant luminary, at times were eacircled with
vapour and fmoke ; but his luftre increafed in
full proportion to his.afcent. We purfued him
in his refulgent career, until every cloud was lof}
in bis brightnefs. We beheld bim diffufing life,
and fplendoyr, and joy, over four miilions of
people. Since the termination of the late Ameri-
can war, the United States. have attrafled the at-
tention of all nations. Qurprofitable commerce
has whitened our coafts with the canvafs of the
world. The tree of liberty, planted by the hand
of GOD himf{elt, cherifhed by ourancefiors, and
watered with their blood.—that tree whofe branch-.
es fhade the Union, has invited the opprefled from
all quarters of the globe, and with them fome
turbulent and fattions {pirits, who never can reft
under any governmené,have been.admitted. ¢ Hinc
tlle mals labes”’—hence part of our misfortunes—-
they are not only admitted, but joia our public
councils. Such is the incauttous benignity of
our laws ! No tyrant bere {ways the iron fceptre
of uncontrquled dominion. Qur Conflitution
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gand Government are founded on the immutable
principles of juftice, and our laws difplay mild-
nefs in their compofition, ahd inflexibility tn therr
execution, - Their influénce; like the light of
Heaven, {preads equally on all diftin&ions of men.
This happy tondition of cur country has raifed
her high on the rolls of fame. Her brilliancy
lights up -the counténance, and her impoling
majefty commands veneration. -

L] >~ ‘
-

Nations and individuals are governed by the
{elf.fame principles of aftion. Impartiatity, in-
tegtityy honour and virtue, have ever been the
feriking chara@leriftics of the Upited States, in
their intercourfe with foreign nations.  In mo
inflance can they be charged with a violation of
any of thefe great and fundamental principles of
wuftice ang poliey. Whenever mifunderftandings
%lave prevailed, they have always hitherto, one
infltance excepted, been adjufied by amicavle ac-
commodation. Since the commencement cf the
wonderful convulfions - which at this moment
agitate all Europe to its centre, the fituation of
the United States has been truly alarming. Eng-
land, that nation from whom we once boafted that
our anceftors defcended, has committed depre-
datiens on our commerce. Jealous of our friend-
fhip, from that firong attachment which at the
commencement of the French revolution feemed
to'have bound us to Francg by an infeparable
connexion, and flung with the remembrance  of
former refentments, fhe attempted the difturbance
of the tranquility and repofe of this country..
Every aftion which wore the leaft appearance of
partiality towards France increaled her jealouty,
and fhargened the dagger of her refentment.. But
the great event we now celebrate, and the purﬁ
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and unconquerable {pirit of united America, have
taught her the ufeful lefion, that we are, and wil}
be, free and independent. o |
 -Had France been equally rational and docile,
our friendfhip with her might have ftill fubfifted.
But the fpurned the olive-branch which we held
out to all nations, and: which England, Spain, and
gnany other powers, have thought 1t an hopour to

aCCeEPt. - R *-
‘The French revolution, that great {yitem,
burft forth fo {fuddenly, and with fuch a glare of
novelty, that the eyes of mankind were dazzied
with its beams. America bekeld the {peflacle
with aftonifhment, and was for a time fafcinated
with the ftriking but deceptive colours which glit-
tzred in the eyes of a deluded imagination. At
this period France faolemnly proclaimed to the
world that a free Conftitution was her objeét, and
that liberty and equality, or the rights of man,
were the pole-ftar of her conduft. Firmly re-
lying on the fincerity of this declaration, American
hearts triumphed at the glory of her viflories.
Blinded with the falle glare of her profeflions,
and with a firong {enfe of obligation to 2 coun-
try whofe rulers had been our friends, we im-
plored ‘Heaven that conqueft might attend her
~arms. Rut thefe enchanting {cenes, thele ¢ bafe-
lefs fobrits of a ;;{ﬁan,” which fo enraptured
Americans, are diflolved, and, like a beautiful
froft-work, melted inte nothing. Our fondeftex~
eCtations, the tender leaves of hope, were blafted
gy the mildews of faflion and anarchy. Fond-
nefs for novelty, though in fome degree com.-
mon to all men, is particularly chara&eriftic of the
French nation. The merits of that political

fabric, by revolutionary demoniacs in F ram.;‘:e1
- calleq
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called a Conflitution, were to be decided,; not by
the unbiaffed detern “nation. of the people, but
they were compelled to admire and adore it with
the bayonet at their breafls.- While the people of
France were -enraptured with this new political
predigy, their iniquities were confined within
their own territories. The bloody maflacre of
their King and Queen, of their men of honour, of
genius, of virtue, of {cience, of morality and of
religion, was but the commencement of the awful
tragedy of wicked rapacity and legalized murder.
The charm of noveity was however {oon diffipat-
ed ; but the third for domination and power ftili
remained.  Intoxicated with ambition, they
vicwed the rifing interefls of their neighbours
with fufpicion. Theirenvy excited ichemes of
innovation, inconfiftent with their own pretended
Conftitution and the rights of the people, con-
trary to the laws of nations, and repugnant to the
eternal principles of humanity, juftice and re-
ligion., What partof their Conflitution, or what
rights of the people, authorized them to confine
thoufands, without even the forms of trials, in
dungeons, ot to ftretch them on the feaffcld of
judicial murder ? Where were the laws of nations,
when they invaded Holland, and difplaced the
Stadiholder ¥ When they penetrated 1ialy, fub-
jugated her provinces, eretled theif military
governaments, and reduced a flourifhing country
to a heap of ruins ? When they affaulted the hap-
py and unofiending Cantons of Switzerland?
‘When they piraticaily invaded the commerce of
America? Where was their humanity, when they
countenanced wild and favage tumult to prowl
apout the fireets of their mighty metropolis?
Waen they maflacicd univerfzlly, without dif-
tinfiion
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bnftion of age or fex? When the fmoke of vil-
lages darkened the face of Heaven? Where was
their religicn, when even the houfe of GOD wad
polluted by their crimes; and by their facrilege
the tomb itfelf was no refuge from their violence #
Where was their juflite, when, after pillag-
ing almoft to annihilation the trade of the United
States, they demanded of them upwards of rire
TEEN MILLIONS OF DorLaARrs, metely for the
purchefe of comswn civility # This is their boalt-
ed liberty and equality { How oppoiite n its ef-
felts to American freedomi, that emanation from
Heaven, whith {ublimes our {fouls, and which is
interwoven with the very web of our exiftence.
An enthufiaftic people, ftruggling for umiverial
empire, and the fubjugation of the world, is pour-
trayed in lively colours in every feature of French
politica. While Francé purfued rational liber
ty, we rejoiced in the glory of lier atms ; but
when fhe loft fight of her htft objell, &na pur-
fued a phantom~-when fhe deiuged the world with
blood, we lamented her departure from the paths
of political integrity. The parokyim of this
revolutionary fever in France, has produced atro-
cities fufficient to ¢ harrow up our fouls™- with
indignation, and ¢ ¢o curdle the blood 1n our vems.”
1.iberty has beéen propbaned, humanity has beern
outraged. True liberty, the daughter and beft

ift of Heaven, is irifeparable from virtue, from
Eiencef, from morality, and from ail the tender
ties of focial life. ~ To preferve our Conftitution
and government: entire, is otir united objett.—
Amidft all the viclent convulfions produced by, the
French revolution, America has preferved a firm
and unfhaken neutrality. Notwithftanding the
bold clamours of malevolence; and the fly infinu-
- ations
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itions of intrigue, America has never departed
¥roin the great principles of national juftice, integ-
rity and honour, or v‘igf)faied the folemn faith of
national compafts. We have not only {uffered
~great injuries from the hands of France, but we
have been treated with the grofleft infult; and
moft fupercilicis contempt. ~ All this we have
horne with calm dignity, and unabated refolu-
sion. She was fenfible of our attachment to her,
‘and availed berfelt of it.. Shelet loofe her armn-
ed veéflels, like tygers, to prey upon our.defence-
lefs commerce, while fhe hypocritically courted
our friendthip. ‘Little did we think that the
fmile of friendfhip on the face, veiled the canker
of malice at the heart. No pretext has been
omitted to plunder our property, and to infult
the majefty of the nation. Her fhips of war, for
robbery and plunder, bave approached within the
very bodies of our counties. To adjuft thele in-
juries, minifters, clothed with fuli powers for nre-
gotiation, were difpatched from the United
States to France. The effeis of thisembafly are
too well known to requireany comment. Methinks
I fee indignation flafh in your counterantes, and
the American blood: boil in your veins, while 1
mention the {ubje&t. Upwards of rirTeEN MIL-
L10Ns oF poLLARS have been demanded of us,
merely as the price of an audience with five exe-
¢rable tyrants. Thefe are the fruits of French
liberty. . Will you, my countrymen, ingloriouily
fubmit to thefe bafe requifitions ? Will you tame-
ly furrender your independence into hands. pols
luted with robbery and with marder? Will you
bear the yoke and the {courge of foreign ufurpa-
tion, like beafts of burthen, and bafely cringe and
fawn for more impofition? Or will you rife and
' B - refent




( 1o }

L 4

refent your injuries, with an indignation propore
“tionate, if poflible, to the aggrayations of the, of-

"fence ? The number and the fpirit.of the addrefi-
~gs; which, on the difclofif¢ of the bafe defigns of
that haughty republi¢, have 'b*éér,nf;pijcfediedf,to
our Fxecutive from all quarters of the Union, de-
clare, with emphafis, the feelings of our citizens
upen this great hatiodal fubject. ¢ Let ps,” in
‘the bold and enérg_eti‘c‘lgﬁ?gqagé‘éf ~my immediate -
predeceffor,* ““at leaflt ‘recdive one voliey, before
we throw down our arfs.””” The very term in-
dependerice, of which itis ourpride to boalt, im-~
plics an entire feparation i{f{?‘ dependence on a

‘connexion with'ahy power 'or nation on. é:%‘a:rth‘, for
‘proteition, when thie exiftence of our country. is
endangered. ~ Let us neither grovel at the feet of
ithe French republi¢, nor cringe to the monarchy
‘of England ; butfirmly repeat, what our great an-
ceftors in the face of Heaven declared, ¢ that
e dre, and of right ought to be, 2 free, fove-
seipn and iodependént’ people.”  Weak and
timorous debates no longer degrade our national
councils.. In this common danger, all party
contelts ink into 'oblivion ; ‘and whilft our upa-
nifnity’ remains firm ‘and decided, I truft oar
ftrength 'will remain irrefiftible. * From St. Croix
to St Mary’s, but one voice, the voice of firmnefs
1o fupport our government, and to oppole the
vile machinations of an infidipous foe, echoes
from the people~~while the genius of our country
eries, « Toarms! to arms >~
" 'Here'let us paufe a moment, to indulge that
fenfe of gratitude which we fecl jowards the great
Executive of our nation. The bleffings of peacs
daced him to maKe every overture, and to com-
p;Iy #ith 'all the requifitions which were confift-
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ent with ﬁhe honour, g‘)e Iafety nd ijhe. digaity
s counh‘y bm wh‘en he F ov ered an, afe
-fempt’ to ‘humiliate and, 'debafe, us, ,bis ,bofom
: g’iowed with that4drdour of fcfengmemi swhich burns
“n-thie ‘breafi of “an undaqmed patriot.. ;. The;phi-
: Eanﬂxmpyg the pammzfm9 and ih@ ﬁrmneﬁq ol our
-Prefident 4nd his rptcdemﬁer, cpmmppd the re-
- fpeds and vérération of Americans. .. Fame fhall
-efcort the nimeés '6f WAsHINGTON, and Apams
down the long range of future ages, and Time
dhall record-them wuh a name s laﬁmg as. his
own.:
- 'I.cannot clofe my obfervations on this great
atca{mn, without warning my fellow-citizens of
the-danger of foreign influence. It firikes at the
very root of the Conftitution. It fecret cankers
the vitals of govmnmem, and unnerves the arm of
uftice. Though itsfirft afpett is as harmlefs as
the ‘light’ vapours that wantonly’ play acrofq
the fummer’s fky, yét it bearsin‘its bofom ihe
elements of death. France has em !oyed her fe..
cret agents, her private’'correfpondents, and he
jacobinic incendiariés, to Toufe fgdjtibn, and i
{pread over otr'land the {pirit of dlfargamza-
tion:~ But by ‘the influence of the ge niyus of frec-
dom, and by the mzerpof tion of %‘ieavcn, their
wicked machinatiotishave all been defeated. Let
us then guard agdinlt this péitilence that walketh
mn darknefe. In vain wﬂi he Thelter himfelf in his
cavern from the ﬁrong 1ays of natiopal rcfem-’

mentL

" Citizens in Arms,
This day iafpifés'you with the manly fem,zmem

of heroic ‘valour.—Methinks 1 fee you oppofing

your breafts like a waill of adamant to your cne-

mies, braving death i in defence of your country.
[ re-
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1 rejoice that your numbers and your » ch
-jncreafe in pmpomon to the danger of the times.
*Tisa mark of true magnammnty, to cultivate
with attention the military art for the defence of
-your ceunﬁry.m‘:;houid {he call, gladly obey her
-{furmmons, in full confidence that fhould you perifh
-in her caule, patriots will weep over your graves,
-and flowers of glory will 'oom upen your tombs.

Fcilow-mhzens,

At this -critical moment, when \he whole world
1is in'agitation, I call upon you all, in the face of
Heaven, and in the houie of the GOD of armies,
to p!edgc your ] lives, your fortunes and your fa-
‘cred honours,, to Tupport the freedom and to main-
‘tain the dignity of your government and country.
Let France and the world know, that America is
neitlier ‘weal, nor timid; that no panic fear of
,danger ftupifies her fenfibility.—Let her tyrants
know, that'you are animated with the fame pure
valour and manljr intrepidity’ which marked your
chara@eis ‘in your late fuccefsfl ftruggle for in-
dependerice and glory.—Let them know, that while
the laurels. of former vifories fhade your brows,
ouhold inyourhands the deftru&ion of tyrants.——
iet them Know, that the fire of patriotifm is ftill
undzmlmﬂxed and that m have fworn, like Han-
nibal at the Roman altar, death to the enemyies
of . our independence.—Rall round your gwa&
charter of union, the facred depofit of your hiser-
nes.wlnhﬁ under the batners of freedom, and
expire in the field of battle—or, amidft the ap-
plaufes of your fellow-citizens, bear ‘home . in
trmmph the’ trophles of nﬁory I
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