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To Cast. WILLIAM PERLEY,
Lieut. JONATHAN NELSON,
Enfign DANIEL M. SPOFFORD, ard
Tbe MiL1TART COPANT UNDER THEIR COMMAND,

Tr13 ORATION, del>~ered at their requefl, is now dedicated.........
Przpared for war, may they enjoy peace. In peace may they fight
the gd fight of faith. In their laudable exertions to fupport the
Lerties and independence of cur couriry, may they be fupremely en-
goged to fecure and fand foft in the Jar more gloricus liberty
wherewith CErift maketh them free.  In their conteft with prin-
cxpalities and powers, the rulers of darknefs and ol! their (pirttual

Jfuess equapped acith the whole armor of God, may they come off
mere than Conquerors, through the great Captain of our Salva-

tion,




AN ORATON, .

HAIL, natal day of our. vaft and growing
Empire! And the Lerd jaid unto Mofes and unts aron,
Tbis day fball be unto you for a memorial ; ye fbali obferve it
in your gencrations by an srdinance forever. Howfriking
the fimilarity of that ever memorable day to the pref-
ent ! Thcn, were the fons of Jacob delivered from the
oppreflion ard tyranny of the Egyptian monarch, and
conflituted a free, diftin& and fovereign people, de-
pendent on none but God in their government and
laws. On this day, juft twenty-nine years ago, the peo-
plc of the American colonies, by their Reprefentatives
in Congre{; afflembled, wearied with a loag fe-ies of
oppreffions and cruelties on the part of Britain, ¢ ap-
pealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rec-
titude of their intcntions,” made the following fol-
emn and fpirited declaration, That thefe United Cslonics
are, and of rizht ought 1o be, Free and Indcpendent States ;
that they are totally abfolved ﬁom all allegiance 1o the Brit-
ifb Crown, &c.

My countrymen, fwear not at all, but firmly re-
folve, < with 2 reliance on the protection and aid of
Divine Providence,” that you will hold this declara-
tion facred till the day of your death : Nay more, that
you will ufe your utmoft endeavors to inftii the fame
principles of patrioti{m and rational freccom, Ly which
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it was diftated, into the breafts of your children and
the rifing generation, that they may be handed down
pure and unadulterated to the lateft pofterity.

THE God of the armiies of Ifiael, who with a migh-
ty arm wrought deliverance for that highly favored
people, made bare the fame arm for our protection
from thofe who rofe up againft us, and of whom we
were held in bondage. In war he fought our bat-
tles ; put to flight the armies of the aliens ; ; made our

A le war [alvation, and reftored peace and tranquility with-
1n our borders. In our national mfancy he fupported
and defended us from evil, and faved us from the paw
of the lion and of the bear. thhcrto the Lord hath
helped us. Having arrived to adult age, thall we hke
perverfe, ungrateful children, forget our kind, benevo-
lent Parent, on the plea, that we can ftand alone, and
need no further help ¢ Shall we negle@ thankfully to
record and publith the goodnefs of a tender nurturing
Father, whofe mercies furround us continually ? Hold
not thy peace, O my foul, left the ftones in the wall
cry out. Blefs the Lord, and forget not all his bene-
fits,. Publith with the voice of thankfgiving, the
mighty a&s of his goodnefs.

ArTER carrying us fafely through a long and peril-
ous war with our foreign enemies, he faved us from
the fwelling floods of ungodly men among ourlfelves,
which foon rofe high, threatening to overwhelm us.*

* Referring to Shays’ rebellion.




(71

Truly may our American Ifrael fay, Had not the Lord
been on our fide when men rofe up againft us, then
they had fwallowed us up quick, when their wrath
was kindled. But the Lord reftrained their wrath
and fpared his people.

Our ableft men were infpired with wifdom and
underftanding to form that mafter-piece of human
fkill, the Federal Conflitution ; by which the fovereign-
ties of the feveral States were brought to a common
centre, while their particular liberties and privileges
were fully and diftin&ly maintained. By wife and a.
ble men it was duly organized, and all its fprings fet
in motion for the common good. Much evi! was pre-
dicted of this new political machine ; and by many it
was undoubtedly believed that its effe@s would be moft
pernicious. But blefled be God, the predicted evils
have not yet been rcalifed ; and we truft wik not, fo
long as this ark be kept from an unhallowed touch,
and its facred contents be preferved inviolate. On the
contrary, many great and important bleflings have re-
fulted both to States and individuals from the Fedra/
Conytitution, far exceeding the moft fanguine expe@a-
tions of its warmeft friends. And if its fundamental
principles and maxims be duly regarded, the happieft
cffe&ts may ftill be rationally anticipated. While like
the fun in the centre, it imparts light, life and energy
to the whole political {fyftem, it prefents no obftacle to
the fprings and motions of particular bodies. ‘The
feveral States experience 40 clogs to their * wheels of
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govérnthent,” but like the various planets are fuffered
"to revolve and move freely in their own particakar or-
bits, as though wholly aGuated by a felf-detcrmining
power. By the Federal Confiitution, ““every State in the -
Union is guaranteed a republican form of govern-
ment ;”’ which fecures to them their rights and privi-
leges on a far better foundation than they could ra-
tionally promife to themfelves from their own individ-
wal power and wifdom. < It has firengthened the
bonds of union among the feveral States ; and done
much toward eftablithing an uniform fyftem of juftice
and an equitable mode of decifion between contending
parties. It has promoted peace and profperity at home,
and {ecured us a refpetable rank among the nations
of the world. Under its genial influence, Commerce
has greatly flourifhed ; our merchants -have rifen to
affluence ; while our refpe&able mechanics and far-
mers, on whom we princpally depend for she neceffa-
1y articles of life, are generally placed in circumftances
which are eafy and profperous. It is now a rare thing
to hear an honeft, indufirious man, whofe family is al-
{o honeft, healthy and induftrious, though poor, com-
plain that he is not able to procure his dzily bread ; or
to hear a ccmmon upright farmer repiniag under an
enormous burden of public expenfe, which he is una-
ble to difcharge without greatly injuring, if not ruin-
ing himfclf and houfehold. At leaft, thofe who can
look back twenty years or more, have known ¢ times
which tried men’s {fouls,” in thefe and many other re.-
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{pecs far beyond the prefent. Thefe happy changes
have taken place under the regular operation of the
Federal Conflitution. It empowered Congrefs, and they
exercifed the power to make provifion fora juft and
honorable payment of the public debt. Under its
fandion and authority, tzey likewife aflumed th: ftate
debts, and jufily apportioned the expcnfes of the late
war to the feveral States. By thefe means confidence
and credit were reftored to a people mutually diftruft-
ing one another, and diftruftcd abroad. The latter
meafure was a great relief to this Commonwealth in
particular, which had become deeply involved by her
nobie exertiops in the caufe of the revolution. It raif-
ed her at once from indigence to competent wealth,
and caufed a free circulation of cath among her citizens.
Such important purpofes the old confederation lacked
cnergy to aeccomplith. In a word, the Federal Conflitu-
tion “has raifed this country from the depths of defpon-
dency and daager, to as high a fiate of profperity and
fafety as any country in the fame period ever attain-
ed.”* Wifely adminiftered by its ableft fupporters
and warmeft friends, it nas hitherto preferved our na-
tional independence entire, and faved us from a flate of
anarchy and total ruia.

IN mentioning wifc men and national bleflings, let
us not forget to drop a tear of gratitude over the tomb
of him who was the chief inftrument of good to us, in

:
Several preceding ideas were borrowed from an anonyaous

pamphlet.
B
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all the momentous fcenes through which we have paf-
fed. If I forget thee, O WASHINGTON, let my.
right Aé)%get her cunning. If I de not thankfully
remember thy diftinguithed patriotifm, thy grect at-
chievements, and thy paternal counfels, i¢t my tongue.
cleave to the roof of my mouth. How much do we.
owe to thy fuperlative wifdom, to thy matchlefs brave-
ry, to thy irreproachable virtue, in eftablithing our in-
dependence, in rearing tae grand pillar of our political
edifice, and founding it upon the broad bafis of repub-
lican freedom. May we imitate thy fublime virtues,
nor fuffer thy parting counfels to be loft upon us.

Frow this brief retrofped of the meafures which
“have already been purfued to bring us to our prefent
ftate of peace and profperity, it feems natural to con-
clude that nothing more is neceffary (humarly fpeak-
ing) to raife us to the fummit of national glory, than
carefully to walk in the path pointed out by our wife
leaders who have gone before us ; to be virtuous, uni-
ted and obedient to the laws ; and faithfully to fup-
port thofe excellent conflitutions of goverpment,
which, under the direGtion of heaven and in the hands
of good men, have proved fo highly beneficial to us.
- Thefe things duly obferved will fecure us tranquility
and happinefs among ourfelves, and render us formi-
dable to our foes, as well as powerful to refift and re-

pel thofe who may prefumptuoufly invade our coun-
try.
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Ferrow CrTizexs, this is not a day for ftrife and
political contention. 'We are all equally interefted in
the joyful anniverfary. I will not, therefore, rufile
your minds and damp the joy which1{ee iparkling in
your countenances, by introducing things which muft
neceflarily be conftrued as favoring altogether ot par-
ty, and pointediy contradicting the opinions of many
refpetable perfons prefent. Rather let us endeavor
“to verify the declaration of our firft magiftrate, and
thow by joining heart and harid in the celebration of
this aufpicious day, that “we are all federaiifts and all
reptiblicans.”” Let us now and henceforth evincc by
our -condud&, by our readinefs on zll occafions to
fervc our country and obey her wholefome laws, that
we are all true patrvots, 311 fincere friends to our civil
conffitutions of governinent, however we may differ
' in judgment - refpecting men and meafures the beft cal-
culated to infure us the richeft bleflings refulting from
them. That republican* was unjuftly cenfured who
gave for a toaft, <« The union of all honeft men.”’ It is
high time that ail bitternefs, and wrath, and anger,
and clamor, and evil fpeaking, be put away from
among brethren, and that we all cordially unite in
fecking the beft interefts of our country, both civil
and religious. Let the veil of prejudice be tkrown a-
fide, that we may fee things clearly and truly as they
are, and not under thofe falfc colors in which they ap.

pear to a jaundiced eye.

* Vice-Prefident BURR.
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BoTH our national and ftate conftitutions embrace
the idea, that ¢ all men are born free and equal,’” that
they have a native right to govern themfelves in that
way which they believe will be moft conducive to their
peace, profperity and happinefs ; and confequently
that all power and authority, vefted in rulers, are orig-
inally derived from the people. To thefe maxims it is
prefumed we thould all readily fubfcribe.

Tue federalifts,if I know any thing of their fen-
timents, are far from withing for a defpotic, or an arif-
tocratical form of government. I{peak of them in gen-
eral, and of the more approved characters in particular.
1 will not anfwer for every individual who bears the
name. They with, however, for an energetic govern-
ment, and one that is able to carry its conftitutional
laws and refolntions into effe@, in fpite of all the wick-
ed efforts of the lawlefs and difobedient to fruftrace
them. And if, (which may heaven avert) they thould
ever be reduced to the fatal alternative, it could hardly

be deemed miraculous fhould they prefer a wifely lim-
ited monarchy to a ftate of anarchy or no government.

But a radical change in our government of any kind,
they would confider an evil which they moft fincerely
deprecate. They wifh if poffible to fupport thofe re-
publican forms which we now enjoy, which they have
uniformly fupported from the beginning, and which
many years’ experience has proved to be bencficial in
their effets. They believe, that notwithftanding all
power and right of governing themf{elves are original-
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}y in the people, yet when the people have cf their own
free choice and untiafled judgment adopted for them-
felves forms of gevernment, they ought firictly arnd con-
faencioufly to adhere to them until conflitutionally -1-
tered; and to hold facred all the laws confirutionally
made by thofe whom they have appointed the public
organs of their will. Accordingly there never Las been
a time, (correct me if I err) therc never has been a
time, fince the day that our nation was born, when
federalifts have excited, aiced or abetted an infurrecGion
againft government and itslaws. They have in a legal
way, as they had opportunity, oppofed both men and
meafures deemed by them erromeous, but at no time
hawe they, through difaffection to thcir rulers, indulg-
ed themfelves in riot and rebeliion.

I am happy in Lelieving that both the fentiments
and practice of our judicious republican brethren fully
accord with what has been here ftated. 7bey are not
worthy the honorable name of Fed:ralij’s or Republicans
who rife in arms to oppofz every law, however corfi:-
tutional, which happens not to mect their entire appro-
bation. Enlightencd honeft and genuine republicans
never have done this : they never will. Diforganizers,
rebels they literally are, Facobins, according to the ap-
propriate fenfe of the term as firft ufed in Paris ; =nd
worthy the execration of all upright men, who purfue
thefe unhallow:d meafures to overturn gov rument
and its laws. INo honeft and peaceable citizcn of any
political fect deferves either of the above opprobicus
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epithets. ~All well informed, good and upright men,
whatever different political opinions they embrace, will
voluntarily fupport government and its falutary laws.
They never wili be diforganizers. None but the meft
proiligate men, whofe necks itch for a halter, will ever
harbor 2 wifh to tranfgrefs all rule and to turn the po-
hitical world upfide down.

WIiLLING to believe that all here prefent are friends
to order and good government, friends to the indepen-
dence, the rights and liberties of our Country, let me
cxhort you as a neceflary means to promote thefe great
objes, to hold irviolate thofe ineftimable conftitutions
which the wifdom of your fages conceived and your-
felves have adopted, as the moft eligible forms of civil
government. Regard them as the facred Palladium of
your Country—as the Ark of your political fafety and
indevendence. Touch not, handle not with a view to
maim or defile them. Infringe not their excellent
principles.

As you have no opportunity tc do this immediately,
with your own hands, but mediatel;, by your reprefen-
tatives, be {folicitous to choofe fuch men, from time to
time, as are decided friends to your country, to her

conftitution and laws. Be fully perfuaded, alfo, that
they are friendly to our holy religion, and to its
ordinances and inftitutions, which you hold dear.

Much depends upon the chara&er and principles of the
men whom you choofe to legiflate for you, and to ad-
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minifter the affairs of ftate. No man is worthy of your
fuffrages who is not a warm friend to your country, to
its independence and republican forms of government.
No man who is deftitute of moral principle, or who is
manifeftly hoftile to the Chriftian religion and its infli-.
tutions, whatever be his political fentiments, fhould ev-
er meet the approbation of an enlightened, free and
independent American, for any office of honor or profit
in town, ftate or nation. No political crzliderations,
no vain pretenfions to rank, on account of property,
birth or high connections, no talents, however bril-
liant, thould atone for the want of moral and relig-
jous principle. Every elector is under a ftrong moral
ebligation to vote for firm, patriotic, and upright men
for all offices falling within his privilege. If he do
otherwife, he cannot anfwer it to his country, his con-
fcience or his God. If he voluntarily give his vote for
men of an oppofite charadter, knowing them to be
fuch, he will furely be accountable for all the evil they
do to fociety in their official capacity.

TuaT we cannot look on the heart to- determine
its principles and moral complexion, is readily granted.
But a man’s avowed fentiments and daily walk arc
not neceflarily hid from us ; and when theie are man-
ifclly contrary to religion and morality, it is neither
icnocent nor fafe to * fet him on high among the peo-
ple,”” where his example will have a moft extenfive
and pernicious influence. Unprincipled and immoral
rulers will be likely to do much toward demoralrzing
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the pcople at large. They will provoke the difpleaf-
ure of heaven, and bring dowin divine judgments up-
on theland. So it was in ancient Ifrael. When the

rulers were wicked, though hereditary and not cho-
fen immediately by the people, yet the whole na-
tion fuffered for their crimes. On the contrary, when
the rightcous bore rule, the people were ever made to
rejoice in the fmiles of Providence vpon them, as a col-
le@ive body. How much more may we expect this
will be the cafe with us, when our rulers are the crea-
tures of our power, raifed by our own hand, with our
€yes open, and knowing their chara&ers ! Have we not
reafon to dread more than famire, pefltilence or death,
the evils to which we fhall be expofed by a criminal a-
bufe of our privileges in this refpe®, by eleiting into
office men who are marifeftly inimical to morality, to
religion, and to the God of.our fathers, the God whom
we profefs to adore ?

DEereND not, however, on good and virtuous ru-
lers to fave you. - Having done your duty in electing
fuch as are wife, faithful and upright, ftill remember
the following counfel : ¢ Put not your truft in prin-
ces, nor in the fon of man, in whom there is no help.”
Rather be pious and virtuous yourfelves, and humbly
truft in the Lord, in whom there is everlafting
ftrength. If the Lord be for us, the enemy will not
be fuffered to prevail. He will be a fure defence from
all theirrage. But woe unto that peopie from whom
the Lord is departed. Be faithful then to your God ;
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make him your friend through the divine Redeemer ;
keep his ftatutes and his ordinances. Let this become
cur national charate:, and we fhail have the beft fecu-
~ rity againft the frowns of Providence, againft national
degradation and utter ruin. Notwithiftanding this,
there are means to be ufed by every clafs of ctizens,
according to their rank and capacity, to fupport and
‘defend our country from evil ; to maintain her inde-
- pendence, government, liberties and laws.

In this view of things, the military eftablithments
naturally arreft our attcntion. Next to religion and
virtue, to an upright and and energetic government
and falutary laws, we look to a brave and well difci-
plined militia, to fkilful, courageous cflicers, to obedi-
ent, faithful and wvaliant foldiers, to fecure us national
refpedt, and to defend us from the deadly fhafts of our
enemies foreign and domeftic. Be bold and daunt-
lefs, then, ye noble fons of Mars! Y= are the bulwark
of our nation. Ye are they to whom is commited the
important and honorable tafk to fave your country, or
to fpill your blood in her defence. True, you are not
now called into actual fervice in the field of batile.
Blefled be God who hath given his people reft and
peace on every fide. But let us not feel too fecure in
profperity. The tables may foon be turned. Perilous
times may come, when your patriotifm, valor, and
military fkill will all be feverely tried. For a mcment
fancy yourfelves amidft fcenes of hos¥o¥ and feas of
blood, furrounded with dangers on every fide. Death,

pale and dreadful, the bitter groans of your fellow-
C )
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mortals in their haft agonies, affault you before and be-
hind, oh the right and on the left. Say, could you, in
the trying moment, collett fufficient fortitude of mind
to make a noble ftand, and heroically defend the caufe
of your beloved country ? Could you fupprefs all par-
ty motives, and fze/ that Americans have but one com-
mon caufe and common intereft, which require the ut-
moft energies of body and mind to fupport and defend ?
Yes, brave and patriotic men ! refpected officers and
{oldiers, confident I am, that notwithflanding your dif-
ferent thades of opinion on political fubjeds, thould
you behold a hoftile flcet failing to your fhores, or 4n
| enemy of any kind approaching your borders; or rifing
up among you, with 2 view to ravage your tountry,
to burn your towns and cities, to deftroy the lives and
property of your fellow citizens, or to overtarn your
government and deprive you of your deareft rights
“and liberties, forgetting your petty diffentions and
« wars of words,” you would rife indignant, and
with one heart and one foul rufh forth to 4 ‘more effec-
tive war with men. The fpark of patriotifim in your
breafts would immediately kindle into a flame, and
burn till your enemies were conftrained to fly before
it, or were confumed with its heat. Thofe odious
party names which tend only to promote difcord, and
to widen the breach zlready too great, would be loft
In the common name Americans, or in the fill more
endearing ones, brethrzn and friends.
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Most we then have a direful and bloody war,
before the inhabitants of the fame country, ftate, town
or neighborhood, and even childrep of the fame par-
ents will be perfuaded that they are brethren, and treat
each other as fuch, uniting heartily in promoting the
peace, profperity and bt good of the whole ? Rather
by afpeedy union firengthen your hands, and difcour-
age all your enemies from making a hoftile attack up-
on you. “United we fland, divided we fall.” Let
this be your motto, written on your foreheads, in your
right hands, and efpecially upon the table of yourhearts.

As a powerful motive to union, and the improve-
ment of every means to fupport the government, inde-
pendence and liberties of your country, remember that
America now ftands alone on thelift of independent
republics.* All that exifted before her day, and many
that have been created fince, have gone down the com.-

mon road to utter ruin. Let him that thinketh he
ftandeth take heed left he fall. Never may our country,
through the degeneracy, the ftupidity and wickedneis
of her fons, be made inftrumental of “elling the black
and difmal catalogue. The Lord preferve us from in-
ternal commotion, and from all the machinations of
our enemies at home and abroad. God fave the Uni-
ted States of America.—rrn7s.

* The nomiral Batavian republic, and that of the Seven Isles
are in a ftate of complete vaflalage, no better than coionics or a
great empire. And if there is any one that enjoys truc repubii-
own Jiberty, I am ignorant of i.




