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| Portsmouth, July 6, 1813.
SIR,~

THE Committee of Arrangements for the Celebra tion of the Anniver-
sary of our National Independence;in behiif of the Ropubiican Citizens of
Portsmouth, present you their thanks for the appropriate, irgenious, and patri-

otic Oranon, which you have delivcred beforethem, and request of you a copy |
of the same for the Press.

TNIAMIN PENHALLOW L
ILLIAM CLAGGETT. ’ }Commzttee.

Mican BradpLEY, Esq.
e e ety —— oa———

| | Amesbury, Mass. July 7, 1818,
GENTLEMRY, vﬂ |
1 Aﬂ ;mt Wionscious, that a whole vial of wrath may he prepare:

and poured, on my n‘oted hend, by those, who helieve the sentiments cor
{ained in the coﬁy !"hi;dh you rcquest, untrue, or wish them untold. XKnowin,,
however, that truk in. no instance, has been wilfully departed from, ana
believing  thab decency. hg egimadcaglilich greater share of attention than
is gen@ién'ly paidler in BlealWaitings of the duy, I submit a copy for
pubhcﬁimn. :

Yours with seg;;mentg

- MICAH BRADLEY, |
Meseru. Bmk Xiv Prumasrow; g

WiLLiam “oage PETEL T



ORATION, &c.
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BiXFORE fo much youth, beauty and gaiety ;
age, wildom and gravity, as now prefent themfelves
“tp view, the fpeaker is fl.ttered with ihe hope, that
fuch imperfe&tions in his performance as are evident-
ly the effect of difidence, may be charitably referred
to the fource from whence they ipring. ¥e would
likewiie beg liberty to remark, in order that the lov.
ers of novelty may nct be difappointed, that the field
through which neceflity has compelled him to Tftray in
fearch of materials for a garland that might pleafe, has
been fo often gleaned by his predeceflors, that not a
flower remains unculled—Ifcarcely a fhrub appears
but the thorn and _th; b}ran;blc, the wqrmwoud ancl

the night fhade,

In the obfervations which I propofe to make, per-
{picuity and truth fhall be firi&ly attended to. Per-
{picuity, in order that I may be clearly and diftinétly
undeiftood ; and truth, becaule the is the daughter
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of heaven—the admiration of angels——and in the end,
how numerous and violent foever be her foes, how few
and feeble {foever be her friends, the muft come forth
triumphant, and cven devils will pronoaunce Lier lovely.
According to the beft evidence which can be obtain-
ed, almoft fix thoufand ycars have clapfed fince man
was permitted to difregard its precepts, and from the
commencement of that period may be dated his pro-
penfity to error, and all that train of piagucs and mis-
fortunes, which muft, acc()rding to the cternal fitnefs
of things, be its conftant concomitants,

Could we fly back on the wings of imagination tc
the margin of creation, and fee our firflt parents quit-
ting the happy fituation in which they were placed
by their Creator, and thence, keeping ftep with the
march of time, furvey their and their children’s every
action and motive to adion, up to the prefent day,
we fhould be filled with wonder and aftonifhment ¢
we fhould behold Cains, Herods and Pharaohs—
Ceafars, Hannibals and Alexanders, difgracing the
annals of the human race, with here and there a
| Howard, an Alfred, or a Wathington, glittering
amidft the gleom, like the bow in the heavens, to
fhew that virtue and truth fill exift, notwithftanding
the gloom in which they are involved.  But time
will not perinit, nor does the occafion require, that
we {00 oid make a wild excurfion into the regions of
antiquaiy, minvtely examining inte the aftuirs and
characters of thole times, in order fiithivily to dil-
charge the duties of this day.  Our own particulav
fituation as x nation, and the circumitances nnmCa
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diateiy conne@ed with it, imperioufly demand our
whole attention.  ‘Therefore, lcaving the ancient gove
ernments of the eaft without a comment, we will pro.
ceed to inquire wherefore we have met together.

We Lave aflembled, Friends and Fellow Citizens,to
celebrate the bivth day of our National Independence
~—aday when deeds were done that will {well the
trumpcet of fame a thoufand years to come-—deeds
unrivalled in their happy effects, in the annals of the
world : We have atlembled to call to mind the worth
and valor of our anceftors—Anceftors ¢ whofe bones
~(in the language of the poct) beneath 2 land of fervitude
could never reft in peace, who, 1f they faw their chil-
dren {laves, would feel 2 pang in Lieaven.”

- We will fingle this day from the days of the year,

as a feafon of joy, and unitedly fay, all hail to the
morning—all hail | We will do this from principles of
k)xca.ﬁ,;te«----can we compare our fituation with that of
any nation under heaven, and not feel a fecret pleafure,
that our lot has fallen to us in {o pleafant a place, and
that we have fo goodly an heritage :  We will do it
from principles of honor—can we call to mind the
deeds of thole worthics whofe wifdom and valour et-
fected our Independence, rendering honor to whom
honor is due, and nut do honor to ourfelves ? We will
do it from principles of profit—Is there a father in this
cfiembly, wiio does not cficem it profitable, both to
himielf and to his country, that the rising gencration
be inftructed in the caufes which produced this glo-
rious anniverfary-—that they raily,while young,round
the altar of iberty, infpiring from the tales of other
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times, {entiments congenial to frecdom, that thus they
may become our bulwarks of fafety, and thunder bolts
of war? We will do it from principles of gratitude
-——would not our hearts be harder than adamant,
and colder than marble, fhould we neglect, on this un-
rivalled occafion, to raife our hands and our voices in
fup eme devotion to that Being, who rode in the hea-
vens for our help, faved us from the tyrant’s grafp,
and “ thwarted the *vqer with his prey beneath hln
fansm P

To explain the origin of our prefent exiftence and
greatnefs as a nation, marking, as we go, the unex.
ampled hardfhips and unabating fortitude of our
forcfathers, with fuch reflections and anticipations, as
will naturally grow ther efrom is all that 1s mtended

P

Early in the ﬁxtc_enth century, England, who as well
as the neighboring nations, had for a long feries of
ages, been humbling herfelf in the duft before the om-
nipotence of Popery, began at length to awake from
her drcam of ftupidity.

When Leo the tenth, to fatisfy his prodigality, hit
upon the expedient of felling indulgences ; and Martin
Luther had the magnanimity to combat the principle,
togeilier wi ith the w-thom) in general of the Pope;
then for the firft time, wore the ramparts of {uperfti-
thIl iuccm{ully Jﬁjlled by common fenfe, and the
monfter hypocrify dragged into open day. But al.
thou:h the veil of df'ccphun Wis digwn, tie cuftoms
of a iation cannot all be changzd at once. Nations,
like 1; ¢, often contract habits, which,although
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they may be convinced of their abfurdity, thcy have
not the ability or the tortitude to change.  Henry the
8th, who then wore the crown of Great-Britain, and
whole charaer was a compound cf deformitics, which
only ferve to teach fucceeding monarchis what they
ought not to be, was of courfc = fricnd to all the for-
malitics of Popery.  In mercy to mankind ke was ta-
ken from the carth, A. D. 1546, after haviny refined
upon folly till 1t wanted a name.

 His fon Edward, then mounted the thronce, whole
feign was fhort, not feven years, during which time
the reformers (for fo the difienters from Popery were
called) became numerous and pepular.  But when
Mary, his fuccefior, comes to command, i’ue:h cenes of
cruelty are prefented to our view, as almoft flagger
belief and make us ¢ blufh to think that we arc men.”
Her perfecution begun with Rogers-~Hooper, Saun-
ders, Taylor and others, were in their turn by her com.
miand, confined to a ftake and burnt to afhes. Her
reign, in honor to her fex and in mercy to the world,
was likewife thort.  She was fuccceded by Elizabeth,
‘in whofe reign it was, the reformers b2came divided
among themfelves—a part being willing flill to ad-
here to the church of England, Ldthour\h it rctained
many Poplfh ceremonics, and  part, det=fting wi wm

in matters Where man is amwcmbp :ﬂ‘, toy h~, (?,,\
This latter party (our forefathers) were periventad ©
yond meafure. Acts of Pariinment were pafied

-

'p--c
~—
-

out confideration and exceuted witheut mero, nui'l

the puritars (tor fuch they were cz’l%‘; Garrafle bV wrod
Almoft difhcartened, came to n detern w
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tnan relinquifl their religion, to flee their country,and
putting all confidence in that Being, who temnpers the
wind to the thern lamb, to wander they knew not
whither.  This refolution was put into execution ear-
ly in the reign of James. Mr. Robertfon with his
church, left Iingland and went over to Holland, where
for fome time, by hard and conftant laber, ther gained
a livelihood, and, by thieir punéiilions reCtitude and ami-
able deportment, the affeétion of their neighbors. At
length, fearful that their children might pattern after
the Dutch, and in time become irreligious, and ftiil
feeling,though at a diftance, in fome meafure,the perfe-
cution of their enemics,deterinined on another remiove,
But whither fhall we go, was the mighty queftion 2

The continent of America, difcovered by the im-
mortal Columbus A. D- 1498, then a howling wil.
dernefs, at the diftance of three thoufand miles,and the
ocean rolling between, prefented itfelf to their view :
and not the ocean’s terrors, with the ten thoufand
dangers that awaited them on fhore, retarded their
progrefs for a momeut. Preparations were {oon made
for their departure. On the 22d of July A. D. 1620,
they fet fail for England, and having perfuaded a few
of their former friends to accompany them, on the
&th day of September failed from Plymouth fer Ame-
rica. But who at this diftant period can realife t.:eir
feciings ' Methinks at this moment I fee them crowd-
ing to the fhore, tears in every eye and {orrow in eve-
ry countecnance, while cries and lameatations fill the
air. Mothers witnu uplifted hands taking a lafl farewell
of t ¢ir ever dear and ever dutiful chiidren— A ffec-

L]
s

rionete brothers and fifters {eparating to meet no mors.
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¢ (Good heaven ! what {orrows gloom’d that parting day
That call’d them from their native walks away 3
Wheu the poor exiles, every pleafure paft,
Hung round the bowers, and fundly leok'd their laft,
And took a long farewell, and wifh’din vain
For feats like thefe beyond the weftern main ;
And fhudd’ring {1l to face the diftant deep,
Retarn’d and wept, and ftill return’d to weep.
"The good old fire, the firft prepar’d to go
'To new-found worlds, and wept for others” woe 3
But for himfclf, in conicious virtue brave,
He only wifb’d for worlds beyond the grave,
His lovely daughter, lovelier i her tears,
The fond companion of his helplefs years,
Silent went next, negle€tful of her charms,
And left a lover’s for her father’s arms.
With louder plaints the mother {poke her woes,
Aond Lleit tha cot where every pleafure rofe ;
And kift her thoughtlefs babes with many a tear,
And clafpt them clofe, in forrow doubly dear ;
Whift her fond husband ftrove to lend relief
In all the filent manlinefs of grief,”

On the ninth of November they reached the con-
tinent, and after offering up their devout ard fervens;
acknowledgments to the truc and only God, for his
protection, they went about conciuding upon a place
for fettlement, to which, when found, they gave the
name of Plymouth, in grateful commemoration of
the laft town they had left in their native country,

Here, would time permit, & pifivre of thelr lamen-
table fituation 1aight be drawn., Far diftant from
their native country, from which they had been drive:.
by perfecution, without a relation or friend to wel.
come thcm to the 1mmholpitable thore, or o cor ro fhel.

ter them from the winds and fterms i avpvgacl.

1
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ing winter ; in the midft of a boundlefs foreft that had
wreftled with the tempefts of more than five thoufand
years—~cvery ftep was danger, and every whifper cau.
tion ! Here hoots the owl, and there croaks the Ira-
ven ! here cotls the rattlefnakc, and yonder {creams
the catamount ! here fmokes the Indian wigwamn, and
there kennels the midnight monfier.

Thus fituated, nothing but valour, prudence and
perfeverance could fhicld them from immediate de-
firu@ion. With all their prccaution, bc_:f'orc the end
of March, their number, which was at firft one hun.-
dred and one, was reduced to fifty-feven. They were
joined by other perfecuted emigrants the next autumn.

Such rules as weré deemed neceflary were from
time to time adopted and cheerfully adhered to.—So
many and fo great were the fufferings of our anceftors,
They rofe amidft a load of woes. The foreft bowed
at their approach, and the iron glebe became fertile
by their induftry—the defert bloflomed like the
rofe. Their offspring proved hardy as the foil which
produced them, poflefling all that love of freedom and
deteftation of perfecution and flavery, which fo diftin-
guifhed their noble fires.

Favored by heaven, they continued to increafe in:
numbers and importance for almoft a century and an
half. Their growth had been prodigious. 'The Great
and Honorable Fdinund Burke, in a pmhamcntary
{peech on the fubject of American taxation i1 1774,
obferves concerning them. that *¢ Nothing in the hif.
tory of mankind is like their progrefs, They feemy’
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{0 me rather as ancient nations grown to perfe@ion
through a long feries of fortunate events and a train
of fuccefstul tndultry, accumulating wealth in many
centuries, than the colonies of yefterday 5 than a fet of
mifcrable out cafts, not fo much fent as thrswn, a
few years agn, out on the blcak and barren fhore of a
defolate wildernefs.”’ |

LN

'Thefe obfervations were made at a tuime, when En-
gland, envions of our profperity and thirfting for,
power, had forged the fhackles of flavery, and was
reaching her iron hand acrofs the” main, in order to.
apply them. But could the fans of ancelters, who
had quitted their native country.all their acquaintance,
friends and relations—~who had braved the dangers of

the deep and who finally had fought out aretreat and
“taken up their abode in the lonelieft bounds of
the earth, and the wildeft thores of the ocean, all for
the {ake of freedom-—could I repeat, the fons of an-
ceftors like thefe, hear the mandates of a tyrant, and
the clanking of chains, and not take the alarm ! No,
no,noi!! T he {pirit of our fathers awoke—the
guardian genius of our country, watching with an

ear that always ftartles at a whifper, and an eye that
never winks, heard the diftant thunder, faw the gath.
ering tempeft, and roufed the fleeping lion.—Three
millions of freemen were in 2 moment on tiptoe and
on fire. Wafhington, who rolls a fun in the hemife
Phere of heroes, led the warriors on.— |
 The bird of Jove was perch’d upon his creft,
Minerva’s @gis glitter’d on his breaf,
He mov’d in all the majeity of pow’r,
His friends to footh, his enemics devour,=o
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Avound his ftandard while Columbia ranx’d,
"The paleuefls on her cheek to crimf{on chang’d ;
The fons of Britain, ftruck with dread amaze,
Turn’d pale with fear and wither’d in his blaze,
E’en George himfelf was feen difmay’d to ftand,
And drop his {cepter from his trembling handy—
'Was heard, while rock’d upon his tottering throne,
Triumphant Freedom’s vi€ory to own.”

The ever memorable declaration of Independence,
which feparated us from the crown of Great-Britain,
and freed us forever,; we hope, from allegiance to in-
juftice, was made public by the American Congreis on
the fourth day of July, Anno Domini one thoufand
feven hundred and feventy {ix—thirty and feven years
ago yefterday. .And 1o attempt a wearifor:e recital
of the bartles which, during that unnatural conteft,
were fought, and of the actors, who, by deeds of fame,
erected to their memory monuments more lafting
than brafs, and laid a foundation for the increafing
greatnefs of their offspring, through countlefs ages
yet to come, would be the -repetition of a ftory,
that has been flowing fiom the pens of fcience, and
hanging on the lips of eloquence, for more than thirty
years : which every father in this aflembly has told
to bis liftening ¢hildren,till they themfelves,enraptured
with the theme, have caught and can repeat the won-
drous tale ! So general was the difplay of courage
and patriotifin, that there is {carce a village in our na-
tion, which does not boaft its hero, and dwell with
admiration on the wonders he has done! Are
not we ourfelves elated with an honeft pride, and
could we not, and fhould we not, if accufed of back.
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wardnefs in the caufe of freedom, point at fome hoasy
and venerable heads in this aflembly,who in our coun-
try’s evil day, fetting danger at defiance, rufthed on
the foe, refiftlefs as the winds of he>ven and dreadful
as the angel of night ? Eternal praifes are their due.
Oh ! thou friend of the brave, be thou their rewarder !
may they be wafted down the fiream of time by for-
tune’s gentleft gales, loaded with the benedi&ions of

a grateful country,until they anchor fafely in the tran.
quil harbor of eternal peace.

The fairer part of this lower world, who, in com-.
pliance as well with their inclinations as nuptial
vows, firft crofled the boifterous ocean, became moth.
ers to daughters lovely as themfelves.—Daughters,
~ whofe fidelity and fuiles, durirg the war, gave cour-
age to the brave, repaying the foldier for all his toils 3
and whofe paticnce and fortitude, in thc midft of
fufferings and dangers, had a magic influence on the
caufe for which we were contending.  And the pre-
fent generation, without a doubt, will imitate their
predeceflors, aud find a fure reward in the protetion
of the foldier, the love and efteem of their hufbands
and children, and the bleflings of unborn ages.

Great Britain, by articles figned at Paris, A. D.
1782, acknowledged the Unit:d States to be free, fovee
reign and independent.  But that acknowledgment,
like the prayey of the unfortunate Goervyl, was infine
cere.
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¢ Though at times,
"The pious exclamation paft her lips,
"Thy will be done!  yet was that utterance

Rather the breathing of a broken heart,
Tha‘n of a foul refigned,”

‘They dx.d it with relu&ance-—-—they did it from ine-
ccﬂuy

One of the articles of ftipulation, infifted upon by
‘Gxeat-Brltam at the time of fetiiement, was, that the
filth and poifon, which the war had rid us of, fhould
be flung back into the folid mafs of pure metal feven
times refinedi~and thofe bafe wretchcs, who deferted
their native country in her &vil day; at the reforatior’
of peace and plenty, again came cra wling bauk prefen.
ting us with their heaven and earth and hell detefted
countenances ; and demanding a fhare 'of thofe blef:
fines, which they would not contributé their part to
obtain. Oh! that they never had been permltted tca,"
yoturn, ¢ F‘ond wifh too lateu - :

It may be well here, in order that political wicked.
nels may be placed to the right account, to look a
minute, at the effeét, which our revolution had upon
the governments of Europe—~more particularly
thofe of England and France. The eyves of the
rulers of thefe nations were fixed upor us.” Their
fuffering fubjedts too with countenances which befpoke,
“ No wifh but dcath, no paflion but defpair;”® were
watching our motions. Fear and trembling feized
the royal train of defpots, who for ages had bgen
trampling humanity under foot, wonder and aftonifb-
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ment their injured people, when they faw our rev.
olutionary worthies, after the fatigues of war, affem-
bling, like a band of brothers, each anxious only to
eft1blith fuch form of ' government, as to Lim appcar-
ed beft adapted to promote the greatelt good of all
who thould live under it--when they faw their la-
bors fpeec’-—-faw order rifing out of confufion, and
finally, our elective {yltem of (xovernment aud my ihcal
Union, firmly eftablifhed—faw every individual of our
nation, who had rode out the ftorin, returning with
fentiments of gratitude and thankfulnefs to, and re-
clining under, their own vines and figtrees, fecured
by laws of their own choice, founded on princinles of
perfect equality and juitice, having nonc t¢ moleft or
make them afraid. Infpired by our fuccefs, the op-
prefled fubjeéts of the old French monarcty made one
‘noble effort to be free, and nnt a doubt exifts in the
mind of the {peaker, that ticy would have effected
their purpofe, and have been this day, livicz under a
free, elective and equitable form of Government, had
not that imp of Babylon, Crreat-Britain, have inter-
 fered. Nearly all the blocd, which has been thed for
thirty years patt,in the civilized world, has been, diredt-
ly or indiredtly, effected by the infernal counils of
that wicked nation, and mul, at the great day of <x-
quiry, be demanded at their hands, and wiil be found
in their fkirts- ‘lhie blood hounds, that hovwl roun.!
the kennel of Britifl oppreflion, {aw, and plainly L;:‘;v;
that fhould a republic be eftablithed in France. thel |
rotten throne, with him that [ls it, their unf *cnh U}

@Pl}}'eﬂu}g and {npfn abomirahle fyﬂem h governme ;..*
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w7ould be hurled to defltruction in the twinkling of an
cyc—would vanifh like the dews of morning before
the blaze of day. 'They faw, and taking advantage
of the confufion, which prevailed in France while that
great effort was making, found means {o to diftraét
their councils and divide their force, that the people of
France have again {fubmitted to the yoke of a defpot,
and, I am forry to add, in lieu of a log, they are
curfed with a {erpent. |

But (o return—we have once more been roufed to
refentment by repeated wrongs—once more have we
been called upon to unfheath the fword in defence of
vhat Independence for which fo much blood and trea-
fure were fpilled and expended—once mere have we
been called upon to avenge a l.bnger and blacker cata-
logue of infults and opprefiions than preceded our
former conteft with this univerfal enemy of tiie peace
and happinefs of the human race. An enemy whofe
right to plunder is claimed by prefcription—an enemy,
who can fnatch, from the mouth of hunger, the mor-
fel that has been purchafed with the hard earned fav-
ings of induftry, and filch from the coffers of ccon-
omy its painful rewards, and feel no remorfe.—In ad-
dition to the vaft amount of property which has been
taker: from our merchantmen, without a thadow of
right or juftice; an accurate examination of which
would be, on this occafion, both unneceflary and im.
practicable, they have undertaken to effect, by cun.
ning and by degrees, that which their phyfical force
proved cvidently uvncqual to~-they have endesvored
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to enflave us man by mane=they have ufurped the
whole dominion of the ocean with all that fails upon it.

“How would the blood of thofe patriets, who fell in
oar revolution, boil with indignation, could they be
permitted to leave the abodes of bleflcdnefs, and revifit
their injured country ! And how degenerate we fhail
prove, if we do not ftand forth and defend the privi.
leges, which they bequeathed us, at fo dear a rate!

No fooner had his moft ~racious Mayﬂy acknow-
ledged us an independent nation, than, mortified a#
tl}e terms on which he had been obliged to fettle, he
commenced a {yftem of petty thieving and infult up-
on us, in hope, no doubt, by fuch means, in addition.
to gratifying his fpleen and malice, to remunerate
himfelf in part, for the vaft expence which he and his
minifters had been at, in their attempt to enflave us.

- His moft gracious Majefty had every reafon fo think,
that thole dear frierds of his, who had been proteét.
ed during the war by him ; and whofe permiflion to
return among us at the conclulion of the fame, wa-
the refult of his fpecial requeft, would feel difpofed to
palliate fome of the little trefpafles of himfclf and his
fervants—{fuch as ftealing a few failors, perhaps, whe:+
his Majefty’s fervants needed thein to fight the Frenc!:.
Nor has he been difappointed—they have remembere..
their obligations to the king, although they once foi-
got thofe, which were due to their country.

They can tell how neceflary it is for his Majefty t-
have Sailors fufficient o man his navy, and how difl

cule it is for his fervants to diftinguifh betwecn b
G
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failors and ours, and how hard 1t would be to §n2d
fault with his moft gracions mujefty’s covernment,
for the mere mifiake of s ofiicers. And after moere
than twenty thoufand of our fiilers, contrary toall
the laws of heaven and carth (and 1 feel almoft ¢if-
prfed to conple a region lefs pureif pofliltle than curs)
have been cruelly taken from <ur <swon merchantmen,
(many of them laboring to fupporc young and poor,
but deariy beloved familics) and been barbaroudly
dragged on board their floating hells, and co{mpeiied
to fight againft their own friends ; after all this. 1 fay,
their fenfe of obligaiion, to his moft gracicus Majefty,
will not permit thewn even to be filent—the fame old
palliating arguments are told over as fmoothly as be-.
fore.

What human rational being, after reading the hif-
tory of our ftruggle for freedom, and the acts and re-
folves of the patriots, who then formed our congrefs,
could poflibly bring himfelf to believe, that this abom.
inable abomination of all abominations feven times re-
fined, would have been, within the fhort {pzce of thir.
ty years, palliated and fpoken of, as we hear it at this
‘day—<¢ Gh, fhame where is thy blufh ! It is remarka.
ble! indeed it is! and it fhall be marked with our notes
of admiration [} 1IN

The intention of the fpeaker, at the commence.
ment of this addrefs, was to have Gated {omething
like an obridged abridgement of the unprovoked 10b-
beries of the Britith, 1rom thesc 5 of Flizabeth une.
til now. Dut, on cxaining am,l worities, and feeing
how countlels the numbers. he was abiiged to defit
from the profocution of his plins bhould the hiflors
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gf their enormities be written, the world would not
contain the books.,

The characiers of Robin Hood and Little Jehn, are
lefs black. as individuais, than ihofc of John sull and
his minifters 1 and had not thie cup of their iniquity

been very large, it muil have overflowed long before
this day. |

What Lave our gnvernment not done, rather than
declare wr? and what have they not done. in order
tha the oppofition in our own government, might be
fatisfied with their refolves? It does appear to the
fpeaker, that they (in the language ot the failor) have
boxed the compafs of conciliativn——they have been te
~tneright hand and to tiwe left, backward and forward,
round and round ; but nothing is wife, nothing- is
right, and nothing will fatisfy. It does appear to e,
that they have made 2 wondertul difplay of that chari-
ty, ¢ which {offereth long, and 1s kind—which envierh
not, vaunteth not iticlf, is not eafily provoked,thinketh
no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity,but rejoiceth in truth;
beareth all things, believeth ail things, endureth all
things,” and to crown all, ““which never faileth.” When
at length the lawlefs ftrides of the two great belligerents,
had rendered it neceflary for us to reiircentiraly from
the ocean, or demand our rights, it was the opinion of
our government, that we had better dernand them, and
it was moved, in committee of the whole Houie, to
declare war againft Irance, at the {fame time we did
agiinfe Lngiand, and but thres ofthc ()E?puiiticfil votedd
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On their return to their feveral homes, (wes are
many of us knowing to the taét) that they declaimed
loudly againft the mzjority in congrefs for not de-
claring war againdt France, at the fume ume they did

agamﬁ Engl and "

Whcn, durlnw thic hﬁ [eflion of our national legifla-
ture, a bill had pafled the houfe by a large majority,
forbidding our fea-furing men cmoloying Britifh fail-
urs, and was carried up to the Senate yor concurrence,
Mr. Lloyd moved a rejection of it, and every member
of the oppofition party voted againft it—on their re.
turn home, as before, finding their conftituents all
approve of the bill, they pronounced it an excellent
thing, declaring if 1t had taken place fooner, it wouli
have prcvmmd the way, |

Solomon, wife as hc was, has confeficd there were
four things which he did not know, viz. < the way of;-
an eagle in the air, the way of a ferpent upon a rock,
the way of flip inthe midft of the fea,”” and one
more way, which I need not name ; but were he among
1ts, at the prefeunt day, 1 prefume he would make 'm*
addition o the thi ngs too wonderful for him, 'mo;
annex to his i, the way in which federal conduct can
b2 reconciled with Lowz b - o

When I fpc;z’f:; or icderatifis, I would not be under-
fiood, becaufe I do not mean, to comprehend all the
citizens who, owine to the hardnefs of the times, and
the untccountable mifreprefentations, to call no harft.
e names, which have bc“n made to them, have given

1‘,
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Many of this defeription, Tknow to be good men
and trae, who, rather than be inftrumental in bringing
about the deep-laid train of mifchief, which is the
final end and aim of our cnetny’s friends in this
¢ountry, would forfeit all that is near and dear to
them—wouid give their blood to fatten, and their
boncs to bleach, the green ficlds of their country.

The unqualzﬁcd cruelty‘ and malice of Great.Britain
towards us has been without a rival and without an end.
WNo {ooner had our poor exiled forefathers, contrary to
the expetations of “their oppreflors, wandered their
hcaven-direfled way to this then barbarous clime, and
miraculouﬂy overcome the countlefs dangers and
hardﬂnps, which they had to encounter ; than Britain
(and curfed be the deed) began to reap where fhe had
not fown, and gather where fhe had not ftrawed.
And no time has fince been fuifered to pafs, when fhe
has not done all fhe could do, to mar our peace and
profperity, to enflave us, and render our exiftence, like
ihat of the wretched inhabitants of Ireland at this
day, riot worth poflefling. ¢ But what did not our
- fathers do rather than be flaves? Oh ! fcenes furpaf-
{ng fable and yet true.” The God of mercies has
peen our gnide and guard, and hallowed be his name.

More than one yeayr has pafled, fince our govern-
ment, after trying every mean the imagination
¢ould invent, to live at peace, {ave refigning our prea
tenfions to independence, have again drawn the
{word in dcfence of rights, which everv nation under
heaven, not {laves, hold moft facred. Since that
thme cur arms on the fronticrs have met with vari-
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eus fiiccefs, but we have great reafon to helieve, that
betore another winter, the Canadas will be ;irincipal,.
Iy evacuated by the Britifh and their {avage allies,

On the ocean our little navy has furpafled the ex.
peations of the world—its friends and its foes have
been equally afteniflied and difappointed by their
brilliant exploits. The firft engagement which took
place between any of our fhips of war with the ene-
my, and the firft time for ages, that the flag of Britain
has firuck, to any thing like an equal force, happened
on the 2oth of Auguft laft. - Then Capt. Isaac HuLL,
whofe name ftands high on the rolls of honor, in the
templc of renown, with his gallant crew humbled the
pride of Britain—he engaged  with Capt. Dacres of
his Majefty’s fhip Cuerierre, and in twenty five min-
utes made her a complete wreck, and offered her up,
a burnt offering, on the altar of irdignation.  Since
that time Jonrs, and Decatur, and BAINBRIDGE,
and Lawnrsnce with their meritorious companions
have returned, covered with the laurels of fmiling
vittory, -

But where is Lawrenxce ! the brave, the
noble Lawrence ! he is dead ! that hand accuftomed
to wicld the fword of victory, and that heart which
threbbed with patriotic ardor, beneath a diftant land of
fervirude, lie mouldering together in the duft. < To
die or conquar proves the hero’s heart,”” LAWRENCE
hath «uit Limfclf like Lawrzncr, and heroically
hatly [0 d a Bfchereic,”
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Ard before the fun dips in the ocean, behind yoa
weftern hills, we will wreath garlands of Howers for
the youthful hero’s patriotic brows.  Ie died for his
country, but his name is engraven on all your hearts,
and fhall live for evermore.

« Some future da,,
Let us go find the body where it lies,

And fetch him thence, and folemnly attend
With filent obfeqny and funeral train

Home to his native land : here will we build him
A monument, aud plant it round with fhade
OFf laurel evergreen, ahd;brancbing palm,
With all his trophies hung, and afs inroll’d
In copious legend, or {weet lyric fong.

* Hither fhall all our valiant youth refort,
And from his memory inflame tiieir brealt
To matculefs valor, and adventures Iugh :
Our virgius alfo fhall on feaftful days,

Clad in foft robes of innocence, and white,
Vifit his tomb with flow’rs, oily bewailing
His untimely fste,”?

Would that T had time and talents to embalm the
'memory of every individual, who has fallen in our
Céuntry’s caufe. Would that I had time to expicfs
“the very great refpect and love which T bear to our
ADAMs, our JEPFERSON, and cur Meapicon, as well as
to the memory of the departed fathicr . Lis covntry,
At the name of WasHINGTON, that ficet iouu, 1§
bofom glows with a peculiar reverenss; and 1
time permit, we would this day flrcw afvcih Dbis
grave with caflia, and defend the luurel of his tomb
from the peftilential breath of impicus fociciics. ool
fed by his name, “ to tak: awav theiv vroresol
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. But the patience of the audience muft be nearly ex.
. haufted. And poorly thould I requit the obligation of
gratitude, under which your polite attention has laid
me, by foliciting its further continuance. Iwill, there.
fore, haften to a clofe. Let each of us, during this try-
ing period, do our duty faithfully, nor permit the glid.
ing fhadow of a thought to pollute our minds with the
idea nf a diftant poffibility of returning the fword to its
{cabbard, until our enemy be deeply imprefled with a

fenfe of retummg juftice, and our injured rights be
firmly and effeGually re-eﬁabhihcd. |

And may that Almighty Bemg, who is ﬁronger
than the ftrong man armed, and in whom our fath-
ers trufted and were not dlfappomted be our guide
and helper in every ¢ txmc of need.




