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, WiscasseT, July 4th, 1808,
ALDEN BraDFORD, EsQ.

S1R,
IN behalf of the FEDERAL REPUB-
LICANS, assembled to celedrate the day in this town, we return
you our sincerc thanks for the elegant, spirited and fatriotic Ora=

tion by you delivered, and request a copry for the Press.
Jeok oomsémeamta of sotrepy.
We are, your most obedient servants,

SETH TINKHAM Commiteee
JOS. T. WOOD of
DAVID PAYSON. Jr. J Arrangements.

” C e 1
- - -, ] \J ] »
smicstag) 3% 5 @D 1% 51 e,

4

GENTLEMEN, ,
THE Oration, delivered at your requesty
7% now submitted to yoyr disposaly with the pish that it may con-
tribuie, at this momento:us crisis of our national concerns, to awak-
en those sentiments of patriotism, which glowed in American
bosoms in 1776 and 1798.
With sentiments of fersonal attachment and consideration,
I am, Gentlemen,
A. BRADFORD.
SEYH TINKHAM, |
Jos. T. Woob,
Davip Parson, Jr. KsQRs,
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A FTER all the sacrifices and ¢xer-

tlons made, after all the blood and treasure expended
b)r Our renn“rxwd _;'\.nc\.\)\'—vxv, b, PIW\A. v<C Uul' natlonal

richts and to establish our national Independence, and
with all our attachment to liberty both from. sentiment
and habit, it may appear impertinent to enquire, whether.
we are stiil determined to be free 2 or whether we will
submit to be slaves ?2—Another year has returned, and
finds us as yet in possession of the invaluable ‘blessings.-
of Liberty. The sun of Freedom, which, in 1776, arosc
in splendid Glory on these Atlantic shores, has shed his
cheering rays around, our habitations during thirty two.
successive years : but the gathering clouds have lately
intercepted his radiant beams ; and we look with anx-
ious solicitude lest they be totally obscured by the tem-
pest of war and despotism, which, has long hung over
Europe’s-devoted land. Another year, and we may be
obliged to join in pzans of adulation to a foreign despot,
to mourn around the tomb of departed freedom; or
slaughtered on the very threshold of our own dwellings
mn defending our families from msult and rapine. This
may be our destiny, unless we should be an exception
from the fate which has attended other countries. The
usurper of the throne of France, the mighty congueror of
FEurope, has stretched out his hand to America, and
issued his imperial mandates to this independent—this
once independent Republic. It may then justly be in.
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terrogated, whether we are resolved to Le free 2 or, are
willing to be slaves : 2

Feperar RepuBricays ! At your request, I once
more address you on the Annlversary of the birth day
of our country’s emancipation from oppression and ty-
ranny. In this appellation, by which you chose to be
distinguished, you may justly glory. Attached to the
elective, representative form of government, under

which we lLive and were educated. attached to the fed.
eral constitution, which was formed, approved and sup-

ported by the immortal WASHINGTON, we need
never be ashamed of our prmmples. We shall disre.
gard alike the reproaches of 1gnorant and the slanders
of desxgnmg men.

I sHALL not attempt, on this occasion, to amuse you
with empty declamation, to mislead you by sophistry,
nor to dazzle you with the brilliant figures of oratory.
I shall endeavour to give you a “ pluin, unvernished™
state of facts, as it respects periods past, and a just view
of dangers which threaten us in future, without either
wishing, or fearing to give offence. He who will not
give his opinion, when his country is in danger, cannot
be considered a patriot : and he who dares not give it,
1 fit to be a slave. | |

Ir there be apy present, who cannot bear the truth,
because it thwarts their pl'ms, or ruilitates with their
prejudices, them I'may possibly offend.  If any who pre.
fer the triumphs of a party to their country’s glory, them

I may offend. But to every independent Republican,
truth and freedom are infinitc lv dearer than applause.
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'THouGH it is not our desire to irritate party feelings,
the time has come, when the love of our country re.
quires us to speak with boldness. We sincerely lament,
that there are political divisions among us : but the prin-
ciples we now advocate are such as we have ever pro-
fessed ; such as we know were approved by WasH-
iNcToN, the great defender of our liberties ; and
such, we éelieve, as involve the honour and happmess of
our country. - And our vindication from the aspersxons

which have been cast upon us, we conceive, 1s neither
difficult nor improper.*

WihEN the government of England became arbitrary
and oppressive in its demands upon this country, our
brave and patriotic fathers refused to submit. Though
they acknowledged allegiunce to ~he government of
Great Britzin in return for protec:ion aﬂ’ordcd them,
they contended that it must be a reasonable allegiance ;
and declared, that, when burdens were laid on them
without the cgnsent of their representatives, or when
their charter rights were violated, their submission and,
allegiance could no longer be justly claimed by that
govérnment. * And when they fourd petitions and re-
monstrances were vain, when insolence was added to
oppression—without counting the cost, or fearing the
consequences, they magnanimously resolved to be inde-
pendent and free. They were not intimidated bv the
threats of a corrupt and venal administration, nor by the

» A~ Oratjon had been delivered to the democratic Republi-
cans of Wiscasset, on the same day and in the same place, by
gentleman from the county of Kenneéec.  This recollection will
show the propriety of some pamgraphs n the Oraticn, thougk

1t was written under an impression of the ¢harges gencrally
brought against Federalism, '
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powerful fleets and armies of Britain’s King. They
dared to resist. They appealed to Heaven for the jus-
tice of their cause ; and by the Aands of the Mighty
God of Jacob, they were made strong in battle, and
their patriotic exertions crowned with success.

ArTER this calamitous struggle, and this glorxous
victory, the friends of liberty were confident of enjoy-
ing perpetual felicity ; and ventured to predict the fu-

ture glory and l5)1'05}_:)(:nt1/ of thelr country. Discontents
and disorders, however, soon appeared ; opposition was

made to the government and the laws ; and civil war
threatened to desolate the land. But under the direc-
tion of a patriotic band, most of whom had been actors
“during the revolutionary contest for independence, with
Wasitincron at their head, a constitution continen-
tal and federative was formed, whose principles uni-
ted the enjoyment of liberty with the support of law and,
order, and which restored the credit, the honour and the
respectability of the nation. Yet this constitution and
form of government, so necessary to prevent. disorder
and anarchy, and to perpetuate the blessings of liberty
and peace, was opposed and censured as an instrument
of tyranny.—'Though it was the direct object of the fed-
eral constitution to secure the freedom and promote the
happiness of the people, though the federal government
provided for the payment of the national debt, incurred
in our struggles for independence, and gave unexam-
pled prosperity to our country, men were found igno-
rant or base enough to condemn both this eéenstitution
and this government. A faction was soon formed,
which by private slander and open opposition endeav-
oured to destroy this palladium of our libertics.  In our
Commonwezlth this faction was at first but small : In
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the southern states, the discontented were more nume-
rous ; and by uniting with a foreign influence, became
formidable to our national government, and both openly
and secretly opposed the policy of the illustrious
WisHINGTON, by whom it was then administered.
Measures necessary to establish the.credit of the nation
were represented as oppressive ; and 1t was wickedly
attempted, in many parts of the country, to render the
people dissatisfied with their rulers. The crisis was in-
teresting. Two powerful nations of Europe, with whom
we had treaties. and with wham it wao vur wish and in-
terest to have commercial intercourse, were engaged in
- furious war. 'Though our prejudices against England
and our partility for France were powerful, it was
clearly the interest and the duty of our government to
maintain a neutral situation. Wasningrown, who was
wise and prudent as he was patriotic and brave, adopted
this policy. But by the blind partizans of France, he
was opposed and slandered. Every means were used to
excite clamours and discontents.——At this time also the
British interrupted our navigation and captured and de-
tained many of our vessels trading in the West Indies.
By men of « certain description, this circumstance was
eagerly seized as a sufficient pretext for war with Eng-
. dand. But the firmness and prudence of Wasning-
Tox resisted the evil. He instituted a negotiation with
Great Britain, demanding reparation for injuries done,
and -proposing commercial regulations which should
preserve the peace and interests of both nations. This
pacific policy was highly successful. Reparation was
made and a treaty formed, under which our commerce
increased and prospered beyond all former examples.—-
But this conduct of Gen. WaSHINGTON, necessary as
It was to save the country from war, was censured by
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some with unusual severity. The treaty was condemn?
ed before it was made known ; appeals were made to
the people to interfere in the affair ; and it was pretend-
ed to be arbitrary for President WasHiNGTON and the
Senate (though the constitution made it their duty) to
sanction the instrument.

Frowm this period, 1795, we date the great increase of
the arwifederel party. Under the plausible guise of Re-

publicanism, your constituted rulers were vilfied and
Opposed’~ because d:c y w vuld 11Ut auvthorano *‘.’lpasures, at

the suggestion of the French Envoy, which would have
compromitted the peace of the nation and plunged us
into the vortex of foreign war.

Your recollection must be awake to the period and
the events, to which I allude. Commissions were issu-
ed by the Minister of a foreign court, then resident here,
to raise troops and equip privateers in our neutral ports
to serve against a nation with which we were at peace.
President WasrINGTON published a proclamation of
neutrality, for which he was censured and insulted—hig
policy in favour of peace was basely stigmatized as -
sidious and cowardly ; and he was denounced as an en-
emy to republican freedom. Addresses were made to
the prejudices and passions of the people to excite their
opposition to the administration, and to intimidate the
President himself. But he was as immovable as the
sturdy oak of the forest. 'With the constitution as his
guide, and determined once more to save his country,
he braved the storms of faction which gathered round
the government.—He was ready to admit, and so did all
the federalists of that period admlt that the French king
and nation had assisted us in our revolutionary war ;
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and though that patriotic prince had been dethroned and
decapitated, we felt grateful for the former services render-
ed us by that nation under. his auspices. . Whilst they
appeared seeking for. rational freedom, we gave them our
best wishes,.our devout prayers-—yet it was the language of

-WasuincrTon, that neither this consideration nor these
feehngs,would Justlfy our Jommg in ablood) European war.

Ev, NTS have most fully p1 oved.the wisdom and pru-

dence of this political conduct of General WasHING-
TON and o C\t}mu«- 'leoatd 1ulia o | « The 1must Lxlhgh-ten-

ed statesmen in France acknowled@ed that we were not
bound to ﬁght theu battles for them - And had we en-
gaged in the contest, our property, and probably our lib-
ertics would haye soon been annihilated. F actious and
ambxtxous m(hvuhu als, however, were dissatisfied with the
firmness and 1mpartlahty of WasniNgTox, and morti-
fied at the success of his measures ; and from that mo-
ment they became more clamorous? more bold and more
systematic in their opposition. Your Prcsmlent, the
leader of your armies, the great instrument in the hands
of Providence, of estabhshmg your independence, was
reproa(‘hed and insulted in the capital by foreign emissa-
rics—and Many in your own country were depraved
enough to _}Olﬂ in the insolence which was heaped upon
him. It is in vain to dissemble. The ficts are record-
ed by the pen of the faithful historian, and can never be
obliterated.* The editor of a public paper printed at
Philadelphia, began the shameless and libellous attack ;

and his slanders were republished in various other parts
of the country. Jucobin socicties were also formed in
many places, (very fcw indeed in N. England) which une
dertook to criminate ull the measures of the federal cov-
ernment ; and had the c,ﬂrontery to call themselves the

* See Vol. sth, of Judge Marsh_all s Histary,
B :
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‘people ; when not one of a hundred, not one of two
‘hundred of the people were members of these societies.
They censured the measures of Wasninggon, and ap-
plauded the rash and insolent conduct of Genet. Blind-
ly infatuated with party zeal, they seemed ready to pros-
trate our own government, and to relinquish our own
rights and independence in building up a foreign nation.

Or the sensibility of Gen. Wasuincrow, to the
alumtiies against his conduct, with which the press at
that time abounded, the followmg extract from one of
his letters to Mr. Lz, governor of Virginia, is sufficient
evidence. ¢ That there are in this, as in all other coun-
tries, discontented characters; I well know ; some of
‘whom no doubt are honest; supposing the measures of
government to be teally improper ¢ but some of them
are bad, as they mean to destroy the confidence which it
is proper :% people should have in their rulers. In
- what will this abuse terminate ? As it re: spects myself, I
care not—I have a consolation within, of which nothing
earthly can deprive me.” I cannot refrain: from reciting
a paragraph in arother of his letters written at the time
of his retiring from public life, and addressed to the late
Gen. Knox.—¢ To the wearied traveller, who sees a
resting place, and is bending his body to lean thereon, I
Now compare myself ; but to be suffered to do this in
peace 1s too much to be endured by some. To misrep-
resent my motives, to reprobate my poiitics and to weak-
en the confidence which has been reposed inme, are ob-
jects which cannot be relinquished by those, whowill be
satisfied with nothing short of a change in our political
system. But the consolation which arises from censcious
rectitude and the approving voice of my country, de-
prives their sting of its poison, and places in full view

both the Wealme§§ and mahgmty of their efforts.” Inthe
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ease of the equipment of a privateer by the order of
Genet, contrary to the President’s proclaination, and at
Philadelphia under the very eye of the government ; on
his return from a visit to his family in Virginia, his lan-
guage ina letter to the secretary of state, Mr. JErrgRsov,
was as follows—* What is. to be done in this affair ?
Is the French Minister to set the laws of our government
atdefiance with mmpunity ; and then threaten the execu-
tive with an appeal to the people ? What must the world
think of such conduct? What must they think of the
American peaple for suhmitting to it 2%

YerT for this independent, impartial and upright con..
duct, Gen. WasHiNGToN was represented by many
as the enemy of liberty and the friend of monarchy.—
When this illustrious patriot retired from office, the
people were called upon, by the editor of a public pa-
per at Philadelphia (you will blush, oh ! my countrymen
at such basenes !)—to keep a Jubzlee on the occasion—
and this great and God /ike man whose whole life had.
been devoted to the cause of liberty and: his country,
was called a #raitor, an apostate, a tyrant,t B

Tue administration of his successor was opposed in
every instance. Mr. ApamMs was charged with being
an advocate for monarchy and aristocracy, though he
had written expressly in defence of repub_lican. govern- |

* AT that period, as well as at the present, the French Minis-
ter calculated upor alarge party in our country which would ap-
prove of the most improper conduct. He even said, that Mr.
JerrErson then held alanguage « confidential,” as well as « offi-
cial”” The same game is now playing off—But for the firmness
of WasuixcroN, we had departed from our neutrality at that
time ; we need another like him now to save our country. But
alas ! &« We shall never look upon his like again.”

t See Marshall's History, Vol. 5th. Also the numbers of the
Aurora, of 1795, 96, *97, and "98. |
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ments, and though he had been a decided and zealous
eupporter of our country’ s rights, from the first mot
ments of our dispute ‘with Zngland. = All his conduct
was viewed with prejudice and jealousy;” and his patri~
dtic efforts to support the honour and independence of
the nation, and to place the country in a pesture of de-
fence, it was said, had for their object the slavery of the
people and the ‘establishment of an “hereditary ‘govern-
ment.* Tt was pretended, that he and the other federal

rulers wished to involve us in'a war with France, though
h(-'* Ahece and ne-v.un | qffomlatccl o mSAbntc with that

country Whilst he proposed terms of peace and friend-
ship, he did not abandon but w1se1y prowded for the
proteciion of commerce—and his magnanimous ‘policy,
supported b$ a majority of the people and fully approv-
ed also (let it be noticed) by the great WasHIiNGTON, de-
ozared to the World that we were not Wlllmo- to alienate
ou1 ughts for any consmleratlon. When it was seen that
we had spirit to maintain our independence, the tone of
our boasting enemies was lowered; and both the hon-
our and prosperity of our eountry were preserved In
general, it may be asserted with truth, that the measures
of the federal government, adopted with a view to estab-
hish the credit, increase the prosperity, maintain the in-
dependence and presérve the peace of the country, were
#50- grossly misrepresented, “that fany honest citizens
considered those measures as designed to deprive them
of their just and equdl rlghts "This jealousy and Opposi-
tion werq much greater in the southern, than in the
northern states. In New England, the people were

* By thosc very men, who now place Fon. Joun Q. Apams
at the head of Republicans in this state, it was declared, ten years
ago, that he was to be the future King of America, and that his
vencrable father and other federalists, were advocates of a stand
ing army to carry this plan into effcct by force,
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much longer. attached to the federal government; and
with the exception of a few individuals, possessed confi-
dence in their rulers and cultivated harmony among.
themselves. But what was wanting in numbers was
made up in zeal, acthty and intrigue, until the poi-
-son infected some men in every part of the country.
As Gen. WasnincTon liad predicted, a change was
wrought in our rulers—in the policy and measures of
government. Commerce has received less attention,

upon the idea, that it is productive of great evils and cal-
cilated (0 ciggernder dISpurtes and coentions with other:

nations. Men attached to federal principles were re-
moved from office for no cause but that very attach-
mert--many of whom had enjoyed the confidence of
WasningToN and fought under his command in de-
fence of their country. The constitution has in many
respects been altered—and measures have been adopt-
ed, which, though studiously involved in mystery, we
have reason to believe originated in foreign influence,
and cannot be pursued but by a dereliction of our own in-
dependence, When we cons:(der that a celebrated repub-
lican member of Congress has said openly and repeatedly
in the face of that whole body, that he was told by one
high in office in our government, that France wanted
nioney arnd must have it—when we consider that milg
hons have gone from our treasury to that country,
though under the cover of purchases of lands without
settled title or fixed boundaries—that it is the great plan
of the French Emperor to prevent all commerce with
England—that he has even laid his hands on our proper-
ty, until he see whether we will be submissive enough
to comply with his ambitious views in waging war with
Great Britain—that the dispatches of our envoy at the

court of France have been witheld from the people—
that measures are adopted in consequence of them, fa-
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vourable to the plans of Bonaparte of stopping all trade
with Englond, and paralizing the commercial enterprise
of this whole nation ; * and that these measures have been,
passed solely upon the recommendation of the President,
thus making your representatives the mere toals of the
executive, have we not reason to believe, or at least to
suspect that our national independence and our liberties,
have received a deep if 1:0t a mortal wound ?

Ir there be any foundation for these suspicionsand this;
belief, our situation i a national view is alarming and

dangerous. If a foreign influence have a predominance
in the councils of our nation, be it from a principle of"
affection or fear, we can no longer justly boast of inde-
pendence. And when the spirit of a nation is prostrate,
its liberties will be ¢rodden in the dust by the despot, to

* REsPEcTING the policy ofa six or eight months™ Embargo, we
may spare many remarks—though some are labouring most in-
geniously to supportit. The people feel its effects, and will en-
quire into the necessity and advantages of the measure. It is in
vain to call it an act of hostility, because we were not and are not
at war with any nation. It was defended solely as a measure of
fpirecaution, of preservation, But facts show, that it was not ne-
cessary in this view. Notwithstanding the orders of the British
Jabuncil (which we pretend not te justify, and which cannot be |
excused except as a defensive or rctaliating measure against a
former decrec of the French Emperorj our vessels have returned
in safety from England—they have nct been captured when bound
even to places actually blockaded by the Ireolish fieet; but or-.
dered to some other port. And several of o merchants have.
considered 1t a pirivilege to send away their vessels long since the
Embargo act, upon permission : and those vessels have returned
unhurt. How then can men of plain sense and honest minds ac-
count for the Embargo, but by considering it either as an act in
compliance with the suggestions of the Emperor of France, or
with a vissionary plan of our total abandonment of ¢ll commer-
cial pursuits ? |
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whose interference it submits itself.—The danger is still
greater if the people be kept in ignorance respecting the

true state of things, and their reason blinded through
party feelings and prejudices. If, when treated with con-
tempt and threatened with subjugation, these menaces
are carefully secreted, and the people fed with idle theo-
ries, and specious but empty professions*—when men
rise to places of authority by defaming honest rulers,
who had given full proof of their love of country and of

freedom ; by flattering and decieving the common peo-
ple, and by exciusive claims to republican principles—

and upon the cbtaining of power adopt measuresin secret,
shrink from investigation, and condemn the doctrine
(which they had before commended) of being watchful
of rulers—require blind and implicit confidence in ev-
ery measure of government, however strange or howev-
er oppressive—then is the time of danger to your rights
and hberties : then must every real Republican be filled
with concern and anxiety for the freedom of his coun-
try.—And 1 appeal to your cool unbiassed reason, to
judge whether events of this sort have not recently taken
place in America. It is impossible that the true patriot,
divested of all undue prejudices, should not tremble for
the ark of civil freedom.—I only ask you to consider the
mntrigues of 1794 and 1795, already referred to, whet
even WasHiNGTON Wwas at the head of your govern-
ment. I only ask you to extend your view across the

* Not only Mr. Picksrixe, but Mr. HiLLHOUSE, a senator
from Connecticut, Messrs. Urnam, MasTERs, GARDENIER,
Quincy, ErLior, Rowan, KEv, RanporLru and others, mem-
bers of Congress, have often and publicly said that no official
information was given to thatbody to justify the Embargo. And
many democratic as well as federal representatives, declared it to
be their opinion, that the measure was adopted in consequence
of demands or threats from France,
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Atlantic, and look at H;!land once the seat of commercé!
of industry, of wealth and peacc-—now the residence of
poverty, indolence, slavery and wretchedness. At Swit-
zerland ; the very birth-place of freedom ; on whose sac
red mountains, far from the corruption and servility of
courts, the genius of liberty delighted to dwell, and shed
on her sincere votaries the blessings of peace and plen-
ty—now an oppressed, enslaved province of the modern
Cesar. At Portugal ; formerly the peaceful, opulent and

happy territory of an inoffensive. unambitious_pr ince,
~who wished to keéep aloof from the contentions of the

world—-at present, a plundered conquered country—-the
inhabitants of which have been striped of the greater
part, of their property to pamper the lusts of their haugh-
ty victors, and guarded at the very doors of their own
houses by foreign mercenaries. Look at other countries
in Eur()pe which have received the baneful effects of the

protecting power of the Emperor of the Gauls; and say,
whether they be more peaceful, more rich, more happy,

or more free than before? Promising to give freedom
to these countries, he has fastened the chains of despot-
ism with néew severity upon their submisive necks.

Frowm this quarter, we believe is the gtestest, ifnot the
only danger. YI'rom Great Britain, indeed, we neither
expect nor ask indulgence—we wish not her alliance
nor her interference. For the preservation of our nation-
al liberty and independence, we ought to depend under
heaven, upon our own resources and e¢nergies. Like
most other nations, Great Britain, we know has inter-
ests of its own, and we presume will pursue them in pre-
ference to ours.  And individuals among them may wish:
to plunder and oppress us—but it is certainly for her
interest, and appears to be her policy at present, to pre-
serve peace and maintain cominercial intersourse with
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Americe.* But France is without  commerce; "and
whatever were the wishes of some of the leaders of their
revolution in 1790 and 1792; to establish a free and re+
publican government, that country is now groaning un-
der a military despotism——and the. ambition and aim of
its powerful chief is evidently to canquer and command
the world.

. But with all our love of liberty, it may be said, there
is little danger of our submitting to the arbitrary demands
of any ﬁ)re'.igll prince. ‘1'he dahger however is; that, under
the pretence of friendship and liberty, we shall be deceiv-
ed and lulled into security; until there is no way of es-
cape. It will be readily admitted, that the great body of
the French nation have no wish to enslave Ametica. It
1s also cheerfully acknowledged, that they weére sincere
in their professions of liberty and equality. But what
are the people of France 2 They have no voice in decid~
ing upon the conduct of its mighty Chief ; and we have
seen enough to convince us that he loves power more
than liberty, and war more than peace—-that conguest is
his glory, and the field of blood the great theatre of his
pleasures. And let it be remembered, that the nations,
which he has hitherto subjugated, have first been prepar-
ed for his arms by the intrigues of jacobins and dema-

gogue:s.

* WHEN the Chesaficake was attacked, évery one condemned
the outrage. But when it was known, that it was not authorized

by the British government—that they disapproved it—and when
they instituted an Embassy for this particular offence, and de-
clared they wer¢ ready to make reparation; the whole com-
plexion of the affair was changed—and we have no doubt an am-
icable adjostment would have been made, had the spirit of
WasniNGTon still presided in the cabinet.—Mr. MuxRroE’S
letter respecting the rejected treaty is before the public: we
hope it will be read.

C
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AmEricaNs ! Would you preserve your freedom
and independence, you must carefully watch the spirit of
jacobinism ; which, though cruel and bloody as Molocrz,
1s sometimes ready to assume the appearance of an An-
gel of Light : which, like the wonderful Cameleon,
changes its hue with every rhangmg scene of things :
which, havmg its growth in faction, and nursed by am-
bition, is the advocate elthel of revolutlonary phrenzy,

or of gloomy despotlsm and approves alike of the out-
rages nf a mnh and ﬂ'xe lmpacxtmng f a tyrant- Today
its disciples insist, that republics should have no se-

crets—tomorrow, that our rulers should conduct the
whole buemess of state In private : today, that all power
should remain in the bands of the people—tomorrow,

that unhrmtted authority should be possessed and exer-
cised by one man. At one time, that the people shauld
watch and suspect their rulers, lest they abuse their pow-
er—at another, that unbounded confidence must be
placed in a single individual. At one time, that public
men and measures must be scrutinized, and if thev do
not Please us, opposed and censured——-at another time,

that we have only to acquxescv., in the conduct of our ru-
lers; and that every one who doubts or disapproves, is
- an anarchist. Atonc period, the doctrine of equal rights
among citizens is strongly inculcated—at a different pey
riod, that indulgences be granted to particular individu-
als, and a system of fuvouritism is approved, which would
disgrace the most arbitrary government of Europe. At
one time, we are told, that the minority must be active
and bold—at another, that, if they whisper disapprobation
of the conduct of men n power, they must be proscribed
and persecuted. At one time, that the people or their
representatives should be fully consulted, and their will
obcyed in all decisions of the executive—at another
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time, that the opinion and the wishes of the executive

are sufficient apology for the most unaccountable and
oppressive measures. ¥

In this situation of things, our country distracted by
party animosities, and threatened by a foreign prince,
we have much tofear and much to perform.. In pro-
portion to the dangers which impend, should be our
- firmness and activity. By no means, however, will you
think yoursclves justified in * oppugnatiur 1 iawful au-
thority. Federafists have ever been ' the friends 'of con-
stitutional order and submission. - The errors of our
~ rulers can never apologize for insurrections in the peo-
ple. Should you ever be required to deposit your ves-
sels in dry docks on the margin of your rivers, and a
‘wall, like that in China, be proposed to be erected from
Schoodick to the Ohio, to prevent all trade and intereourse
with the rest of the world, you might be astonished or
cmused at the visionary plan—but you would not vio-
lently oppose the authority of government. Yet you
will boldly mvestxgate the conduct of those in power,
and if you find it unconstitutional or oppressive, by your
free suffrages you will place others in their stead, whom
you shall believe more wise and patriotic.—When you -
. see danger threatens your country, you wiil not fear to
give the alarm ;—and as honest, independent’ republi-
cans, you will never be backward to examine and judge
upon the measures of your rulers.  Your cause is good ;
it is the cause of your country : it had the sancticn and

* « Tre President has recommended the measure, and there-
fore I approve,” is often now the declaration of those, who have
been the most zealous in favour of de:aocracy, and who have pre-
tended, that the Federalists wished to abridge the power and priv-
ileges of the people,
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support of WasnincTon. The means used to advo.
cate and defend it, must also be lawful and proper: you
will guard alike against the extremes of insubordination
and servxle submission. Truth, and reason and free
elections are the weapons you wili employ. Mone the

friends of your countr; , than of any particular party, you
will disapprove of the aggressions of gvery foreign pow-
er.—Though our danger at present appears most immi-

nent from the Empcror of France, you will carefully
guard agalmt Qa Pm'tu\hty for any natxrm nf F 247 opp and

be ready to defend your freedom and independence as
well from the assaults of George the Third, as Napoleon
the First.—If consistent with the preservation of your
liberties, you will endeavour to avoid war with all na-
tions. You will not provo'ke one foreign power to grati-

& the ambitious views, or in subserviericy to the unjust

demands of another ;—and you will remember, that to
maintain your freedom, it is necessary you manifest a
spirit of decision, of firmness and courage.—FEndeavour
to conciliate contending parties—give your feliow citi-
zens eorrect information, and warn them of the intrigues
of ambitious and designing men. Then, if the hbertles

of your country fall, you will be able to say, that you

have done. your duty; and the friends of freedom in
every part of the globe will declare, that you deserved a
better dcstmy. .



