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THE writer of the following pages may be thought, by
many, an enthufiaft in politics.  But his {iiends know his fentis
ments 3 and he would bluth not to feel a degree of enthufiafm

in that caufe, which interefts every virtue, and every noble
naffion, of humanity.

Though fenfible of its many imperfeions, he fubmits the
compofition to the tribunal of public and impartial opinion.

THE AUTHOR.
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My Frienps anp BroTiren,

Q/ i/ E are convened to cclebrate the
natal day o} our national independence and glory.
We are not called topcther to commemorate, with
apparent Jov, but diffecabled forrow, the birth-day
of a tyrant, or the acceflion of an nfurper to a throne.
Our’s is the peculiar and grateful tafk to {irengthen
aur virtues, by a recolleCtion of the cmancipation
of a mighty, though infant, people.

TwenTy and nine times, on this day, has the {un,
in travelling his vaft rounds through the Heavens,
vifited ovur country, fince the birth of her frecdowm ;
through twenty and ninc annual circles, has he
fmiled upon her, happy in the enjoyment of Inde-
pendence.  Let us then, on this joyful occafion, lift
up our hearts in thankful devotion to the beneficent
Parent of patusc ; fet us offer the acceptable facni-
fice of freemen at his votive altarz.  The manes of
thofe heroes, whofe blood fealed the charter of ouy
freedom and fclicity, and whofe bodies now lie ¢n-
tombed in the foil that gave them birth, {ummon
us ro the duties of the day.

In performing thefe duties, may our obfervations
nnt evaporate into idle declamation, nor our joy
into indecorous and umiimely mirth apd tefivity.
While we call to mind the grand caufes, which led
us from the iron grafp of {ervitude and oppreliion,
let us barely glance upon them. While we recol-
ledt, with gratitude and thankfulne(s, the patrionim
and martial achievements of our Amercan FaBil
and Scrpios, let us not attempt a delincation of
them, We might recount, with pleafure, but wiily
litrle advantage, their valorous exploits at Lexing-
ton, on the heights of Banker's Hill, during the
___gloricus
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florioua rctrcat throroh the Jerfies, at Trenron, al
rincelon, at Saratoga, at Monmouth, at the Eutaw
Springs, and at York Town. But thefe heroie and
immortal deeds are recorded on the fair pages of
hiftory ;—You are all converlant with them ;—You
have all heard them related by the warworn veteran ;
--You have all, at the recital of them, felt 2 flame
of patriotifin enkindle in your breafls, that would
have fired you to emulate their excellence, dheir
greatnels, and their glory.

We might dilate on the mifguided and venal
policy of that people, trom whom we were fevered,
by the unnatural and bloody conteft, that fixed our
invaluable privilepes and libertics.  But this would
rather tend to inflame pafflion and perpetuate refent-
ment againft the Britifh nation, than to conciliate
the :llﬁ‘c&ion, and command the refpedt, of noble
rivals.,

We are free, we are enlightened, we ace brave;
and there is, at prefent, no danger of our relapfing
ander the domincering and potent [way of Britifh
ambaition.

As we arc the only people, who can, at this
period, boalt with truth of rational freedom ; 1t
becomes us to point out proper objects of purfuir
and latent dangers, rather than exulc with intempe-
rate mirth and, fitting down in {upinc floth, leave
our government to the direction of chance.

MucH has been done by our fathers ; fomething
yemains to be done by us, their defcendants.—
Their’s was the arduous and mighty undertaking to
acquire frecdom, and eftablifh a repudblican govern-
ment on the broad and permanent bafisof law ; 1t 1s
nux’s 1o preferve this freedom, by waiching over and
defending this gevernment.  Their talk has been
honeorably and ilufirioudly performed ; and many
of them have departed to reccive the immortal re-
wards of their labors.  Qur’s we ought to be datly
performing, by our example, by our zeal, by our
private virtuss, and by our patriotilm. Buat,
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But, 1o have clear and precile notions of our
Jutics, as civizens of a vatt and wilcly conftituted
icpublic, rmuch ftudy, much induftry, much pati-
ence, arc requifite,  ‘The machine of government is
not fo {imple, that allits fprings can be compre-
hended at a plance ; or the ufe and importance of
cach of than be onderftood by sp idle {furvey. It
13 3 work of time, of labor, of conftant and {edulcus
application,

Tuoucn our government, in its prominent fea-
tures, {trike the molt vulpar and illiterate beholder,
with admiration ; yet, who can perceive the nice
adjuftment of its various parts, and the comparative
beauty and harmony of the whole, without profound
aveftigation, long cxperience, and attentive obfer-
vation 2 |

IT is fufficient for us to confider the liberty,
which is guaruniced to each individual, who enjoys
the high privilege of repofing, in {ecurity, under
its mwvigorating {hade, IHere the beauty of our
covernment 18 vi{ible to every bebolder.  Kven the
Turk, diffolved in floth, encrvated by luxury, whofe
foul never foars beyond the narrew horizon taken
In by his eye, gazes upon it, in mute devetion and
attomfhment,  Perhaps, the innate thirlt for freca
dom, breathed into him, by Omnipotence, fome.
times prompts him to {figh for the enjoyment of it ;
but the chilling blaft of tyranny congeals the cur.
rent of fo noble a defire,

So excellent is our conftitution, refpe@ing the
Liberty of the {ubject, and its whole fcene feeks this
end, that all the powers of genius are roufed into
action, by the encouragements, which it holds out.
Equal righrs and privileges, fecured and defended ;
equal laws and equal rewards to exertion, if they
incite not to enterprize, and greainefs, and heroifm,
muft prove the people corrupt, venal, and defpica-

L
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Tuesn fuperior advantages have not efcaped the
fagacity of our brethren of urope 3 and the ealy
terms of our nmaturalization law, bave c¢ncouraged
many of them to defert the abodes of their infancy,
crofs the extended and boifterous occan, that rolls
between them and us, and feck new habitations in
our land of liberty and of happinels.

Bur, amid{l all the treedom and bleflings, which
our conftitution prelents, fecret and unfeen dangers
lurk. Our very libertics may carry in themfelves
the {ceds of their own deftruction ;—fceds, which
will produce the noxious and deadly plants of anar-

chy and defpotifm.

Witu reverence fhould we look on every thing,
whofe tendency is to give full fcope to the energies {
of human naturc ; whofe tendency is the ameliora-
tion of our condition. With reverence fhould we
look on thofe rarc charadters, the chief objelt of
whofe tudics and labors has been the emancipation
of our race from the flavery of opinion, which they
have contra@ted from our acquaintance with the
tyrannical and defpotic governments of the Ealtern

continent.

Bur we fhould guard againlt the cxtreme of
equality, with the utmoft caution, The carthquake
of popular commotion is equally terrible with the
thunderbolt of defpotifm. 1ts ravages are lefs con.
fined, though its cffects may he prognoiticated 2nd
guarded againft, with greater eale.

MANKIND are not to be viewed n the deceptive
mirror of French fophiftry. They are not all to be
confidered, as guided by the fimple dictares of sea-
ion 5 or illumed by the benign and cheering rays of
a benevoient philofophy. Many of them fhould be
viewed as gwided by the tempeftuous impulies of
paffion ; many of them, governed by the con.
temptible arts of a low cunning ; many of (em,
aCtuated by the mican motives of a flavifh and fcli-

ifh ambition,
o X vnnR e ———e——s



7
IHenes the neceffity of reftraints and checks 1o
paflion. Hence the neceffity of barricrs againft the
inroads and concroachments of ambition, Hence
the neceflity of modceration in our defires, and of

modclty in our demeanor.

GoverwMnrNT has cver been vibrating between
the extiemes of lcentioulnels and of defpotifin.
‘Thefe have ever been the fatal whirlpools, whaer
have engulfed political navipators,  To fteer clea
of thele has called forth the art, and exercifed the
talents, of the moft fagacious and difcerning. To
define the exact medium between thefe had never
been accurately performed, before the attempr,
made by our vencrable fathers, the framers oi our
I'ederal Conflitution,

Was it performed by the far-famed and immortal
Jawgiver of Sparta? No. He made her cliizens
flaves to his very inftitutions. Was it done by the
mild, thc f{age, the philanthrepic, Soron? The
people of Athens, under his laws, were the {port of
their own paffions, and the dupes of ambitious dem..
agogues. Was it achieved by the people of Syra.
cufe, the renowned colony ot Greece ?—"They were
fometimes the cringing dependants of bloody and
Inexogable tyrants ;—fometimes the miferable vic-
tims of innovation and caprice. Thus the golden
mean was not to be found in refined, enlightened,
and philofophic Greece,

Whaerr then fhall we look for this ineftimable
prize 2 Shall we feek it in Rome, the miftrefs of
the world, the boaft of ages ? No! Here we fearch
in vain. Though formed to conquer and govern
the nations, her citizens were ever at variance. Pa.
trician pride, and plebeian ignorance and obftinacy,
continually rent the devored city into factions.

Bur, leaving the government of antiguity, whofe
effects are the delight and admiration of the fcholar,
{hall we bc more fortunate in our refearches in

modern Europe 2 Will Iraly fuenith us with ex-
ampies
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ampies of what we are {ceking ¢ INo ! Here our
fearch will be fruitlefs. The governments of all
her little republics were fometimes the proud mif.
trefies of a few nobles ; fornetimes the vile profti-
tutes of the whole populace. The conftitution of
VYenice, long the feat of commerce, and the cmpo-
viurn of nations, was {fwayed by the impetuous and
crucl paffions of a haughty ariftocracy. The terror
of her ffare inquifitors, complerely awed cvery fally
of enterprize and genius in the cemmon people.

Bur fhall we not be gratified in ciimbing the
bleak and dreary mountains of Switzerland, the
olace, where Terr dared be honeft and brave?
f~o. 13er ancient {implicity, Iadufiry, principle,
virtue, are no wore.  They are all inveloped 10 the
thick and delufive mifis of Irench intrigue, decert,
fraud, and fraternity. Her conftitution was long
apo & bloody victim; of which not even the ftuffed
{kin now remains,

Bur we turn, with pleature, from Eaftern revolu.
tion, gloom, and devaftatien, to a brighter horizon,
and more animating profpets,  We turn to Amer-
ica, the land of our nativity, the alylum of opprefied
humanity, the garden of freedom.  kHere we enjoy
a government nicely balanced, energetically opera-
tive, calculated to difiufe happinefs, and glory, and
Zrandeuy.

Wiat muft be our cmotions | what the emotions
of all ihe virtuous i to fece a government, formed
by an infant people, poffefling the concentrated
witdown and experience of all ages and all nations ;
-3 oovernment, having the three grand depart-
ments 3 the executive, the Jegiflative, the judicial,—
2il exactly harmonizing, yet cach in a degrec inde-
pendent ; a government, which fecures to its {ub-
sedts the unipeakable privilege of tranfadting thewr
national concerns, according to the dictates of tneir
cwn plesfure 5 of tranfa@ing their concerns, eithier
immediately by themlielves, or through the medium
of reprelenrarives of their own choice.  Glorious

fipht ! Happy country ! But
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Bur let us paufe in the midft of our admyiranion.
ict us pavfe to confider cur dangers, if we hewrken
uot o the admonitions of virtue and {cience.

Virtur counfels us, that, if we depart from hor
soodly and delightful walks, our government will
vanih from us, and leave us, cither 10 the vortex of
}icentiouinefs, or 1n tac oblivious calm of defpotifo.
sScience affurcs us, that without her cheering, and
benign, and diffufive, heht, we fhall wander from
he walks of virtue, though actuated by hoseft and
natriotic Intenticns.

SuatrL we liflen to thefe wife and venerable coun-
fellors 7 or thall we flighv and defpile their advice ¢
We will heed them 3 we will confult them @ we
will follow them ; we will worfhip them. |

Our {yfiem of roprefentation and of frecdom, pre-
{uppofcs two effential requifites in the citizens, the
eledtors of our land. It prefuppoles {ufficient fore-
fight and knowledge in them, to enable them to
defignatre thofe, who are moft worthy of wrué, of
confidence, anaG of power, It prefuppofes fufhicient
vistie in them to choofe {uch, as ave thus qualified,
to offices of confideration, emolument, and honos. -

As foon‘as our citizens are deflitute of thefs cea
quifites, they ceale to be capable of governing them-
feivez 5 they ceale to be capable of clecting others,
able to wield for them the departments of their
goverament, Cabals wiil arife ; intrigue prevail ;
cvery election be made by fraud or viclence ; every
virtue be deprefled, every vice exalted. Ignorance,
angd deceit, and fallchood, will bear{way {for a while
at length, the fettded and impencirable gloom of
defpotifm encircie our political horizon.—The fair
and, once deemed, immortal pillars of our liberty
wiil lie mouldered in dufl ; and the dreaded and
terrific palace of tyraany, the cemctry of cvery
thing manly, generous, nicroic, and noble, cccupy
thetr ruins,

* 13 . syT
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Bur we will not indulpze in thefe gloomy prefages,
We will nevér live to fee the day of our national
debafement and degradation.  We will never fuffer
ourfzlves to becorae the dupes of {ophifters, of cow..
ards, of hypocrites.  We will Culrw.m our intel-
Icéis fre W will cherifh thc- virtues, we will acliphe
to 1mitate the cxample of 'our illufirious forefathers.
Adready they appear to fpeak o us from their tombs,
aclinonifhing us to be virtuens dnd happy. "Already
do the ghofts of our immolated héroes 3 of Wan-
REN, of Mowtcomery, of Msarcer, of anu, and
of Lavrsnes ; whofe minds foared gxira Aamantia
menia mundi, feem to beckon us to pl.rfue in theiy
footfteps.

Wrire we atrentively cultivate the arts and (ci.
ences, we fhall be refpectable.  While, with the arts
ard {ciences, we pay that homage to virtue, which is
her due, we mult be bappy, and great, ;.md cxalied.

Trouch the prefent flate of our country debar ug
frcm extibiting thole virtves and thofe dalents,
which ﬁgurc moft conipicuoufly on the pages of hil~
tory ; yet the theatre of action is fufficiently exten.
five, for us 10 difplay virtues, thar are dear 1o the
heave 3 virtues,that advance .md iufirate the grand
end of our being. Though the tocfin of wer fumn-
mon us not to the maraai field, yet the crics of op-
preffed humanity are evez {founding in our ears, are
evey Iportinate for relicf. Though the eftablithe
ment of sur government precludc thie pofibihty of
our ever ftanding high on the catalogue sflawgw..,
ers ; yet duty demands of us care, watchiulnefs, and
attention, to the prefervation of our prefent inftitu.
tions.  Inthe moft profound peace, preparation for
war 13 neceffary ; in war a mfnoﬁnon for peace
ought to predominate,

MosT of the revolutions, which bave deluged re-
publics 1n blood, and have fobbed them of their lib-
erties, have originated inan 1mpauencc, among their

citizens, of the reftraints of law, andin a defirc for
the
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the ionors and cmoluents of ofice.  Whenever
nen become thus defirous of exclufive h@norm anct
envious of the rewards of merit and virtue, the tide
of public misforcunc ip rolling rapidly towards them ;
:.md they are forging the fhackles gf reltitude, whxch
themfelves are deftined to wear.

Hence arifes to us an inflructive leflon.  kHence
duty calls upan us, in language, * folcinn as a paufe
in narure,”* that, as we value our own fafety and
hapmnclu, as we prize the fafcty and happinefs of
our beloved country, we thould be moderate in oug
defires of receiving the rewazds and huzmm which
{he has to beftow.

I what other way, can we exhibit to the world 4
ITION’: noble {pzcimen of our parriotifm 2 In whae

yay, can we g.vc our country a more plealing and
ccrtam carncft of our devotcedneis to ber interefls
and felicity ! In whar way, can we wmore furely
promifc curfelves td fecure the gencral happincts,
and promote the emancipation of our fellow men,
from the galling and ponderaus chains of flavery,
under which many of them, at prefent, groan ? How
b!om)u.ﬂ for us i te have it faid, that, hike the illuf-
tricus Spartan of old, we rc_]m-::cd becaufe many cit-
1zens were found in our republic, more worthy of
ferving her, and more capable of advancing her M.
{cuﬁs, than ourfelves, «

Maz we all poifefs thiz moderation ; may we 3li
{e it difplayed 1nour fellew cifizens.  May all par-
ty zeal and paffion foon happily fubfide ; and the
public good be the only objedt, able 1a interet frees
men.  May every Amencan clearly p'erceiw nis
true interefls, and their connexion with thofe of his
fellow (nen. May cvery one jufily appreciare th
bleflings ot freedom and independence.  May the
pure lighit of feience be diftufed far as the remoteft
bounds of the habitable globe ; may it irradiate th:
breafis of all thofe, who have long groped out their
way through the gloom of : ignorance and of barba-

ous fuperftition, May
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May our country, as fhe was firlt vitited by the
celeflial influcnces of pure libexty, be the laft afylum
{romn the chill blafts ot tyranny and oppreflion. May
peace, honorable peace, attend our country, and
pleaty our habitations.  In fine, may the God of
our fathers, “ who drove out the heathen before
them,” and planted them in this land of promiie, of
liberiy, and of happinels, cver watch over us for
good, and ror profperity, and for glory.
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