AN

ORATION
* N |
PROVIDENCTE,
-

S}Cﬂé of }2@, 1302,

IN COMMEMORATION OF

Amevican 3nbtpenbém, ‘

By rax Rev. NATHANIEL BOWEN.

et B0 Y P OO CE QST

M .
[N - h . ’ - - - . » - - - L

PROVIDENCE:
PRINTED BY FOHN CARTER,

Fo
L}«o:}




THE Committee of Arrangements, for the Ce-
Iebratior of the Anniverfary of Independence, in
behalf ¢f the Town, requeft the Rev. Mr. Bowzn
to accrpt their thanks for the elegant ORATION
delivered by him yefterday, and folicit him to fa-
vou’. them with a copy of it for immediate publi-
cat.on.

Providence, Fuly 6, 180s.

*——W .

GENTLEMEN,

I could not refufe to acquiefce in your defire,
without infringing 2 cufom that has long exifted
among you, and difappointing the expe&tations of
my fellow-citizens. Unwilling to do this, 1. will
overicak the perfonal confiderations which forbid
the publication of the hafty produ&tion delivered at
your requcft, and give it to be difpofed of at your
pleafure. |

With refpe&, I am,

Gentlemen, yours, é&c. .
N. BOWEN.

The Commitice of Arrangements for the
Celebration of the Anniverfary, .

Providence, July 6, 180s.
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ORATION.

ONCE more the revolving fun of our po-~
litical year brings round the anniverfary of our In-
dependence. Liberty, ftill holding in America her
abode, again lifts up her voice in our ftreets, and
:alls upon her fons to “ fhout for goy.” The loud
acclamation rings through our wide-fpread territo-
vy, and having re-echoed along our extended coaft,
breaks acrofs the ocean, and calls the attention of
an admiring world to thofe memorable events which
made Columbia free. . -

* Again you have affembled here to celebrate the
feftival of your country’s birth. Heaven muft {mile
benignant on a {cene like this.—Thofe folemn offices,
hallowing this day at once to religious gratitude and
E‘olitical rejoicing, in which your hearts have juft

zen raifed to the Throne of Grace, muft prove an
acceptable incenfe there. Fondly would we cherith
the hope, that the heart of no American beats high-
er with joy for his country’s good, than with gra-
titude to Heavenfor it. To the tribunal of eternal
juftice the Fathers of our country appealed, when’
they folemnly declared the American solonies free,
fovereign and independent States. To Him, ‘vho-
rules fupreme among the nations, they confidently
committed the interefts of their caufe. His juft
and all-wife direftion they traced and acknowledged




. 4 . L - . : : = . v . - = [ 4 ’

through the various incidents with which their aw
duous conteft was attended—and it was their pride,
in the midft of all the triumph that crowned their
toils, to give Heaven the glory of their fuccefs.—
Never may their pofterity forget, that to riot in the
bleflings of freedom, and ungratefully forget the
hand that gave thism, would betray the mof} degrad-
ing unwdrthinels of thefe bleffings, and deftroy
their title to their continuance. May this day, then,
like the feftival hallowed 20 the dawning of the fun
of righteoufnefs upon the world, be 2 day as facred
as it is Joyous.— May every American father, who
gathers his fons around him to recount the glories
which we ceicbrate, be no lefs folicitous to make
their bofoms glow with adoration of that high Being:
who ordained them, than that they fhall fwear invi-
olable fidelity to freedom’s and their country’s caufe,

The occafion calls qur attention to a fubjedt the
moft interefting and fublime.—The Americanrevo-
lution holds a high and dift:nguifhed place among
thofe events that moft adorn the hiftory, and honour
the nature of man. It makes one of the brighteft of
thofe few fhining eras, which, {cattered at diftant
intervals in the long track of human record, light
and cheer the mind through the darknefs in which
vice and paffion have inveloped it.—The world had
never indeed been ynicquainted with civil revolu-
tions; but they had been revalutions to which the
worft of paflions inftigated, ia which the worft of
vices triumphed, and by which the miferies of man-
kind were enhancedl.—They flathed indeed a fud-.
den gleam of light through the gloom that overhung
the condition of humanity, butleft the {cene darker
and more difmal than before. DPrivate ambition
had often fought its end amidft the tumul: which
itfelf had raifed-—a nation’s peace had often been
the only facrifice that could appeafe the haughty
individual’s vengeance; and monfters had often
quenched thetr thirft for bload in fircams that floy-
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ed from-their country’s veins.—But fuch was not
the revolution that gave Independence to America.

I2 was not the mere effervefcence of caufelefs difcon-
tent, exhibiting a deluded people, wading through
blood and tumult, in purfuit of fome phintom of
imaginary amelioration of condition, feen only
through the mifts of pafiion. It was not-the melan-
choly fpe@acle of an injured peo'?le, duped by the
{pecious -aitifices of pretended friendfhip to theit
caufe, following a deceiver to the fcaffold to fee
their monarch bleed, then to the throne from which
#¢ had oecen hurled, to receive from the polluted
nands of ufurpation ftill heavier chains than thofe
they juft had broken. It was not the wild and uun-
governable frenzy of a nation burfting afunder eve-
ry bond of focial and ‘moral, human and divine re-
ftraint, abolifning the whole conflitution of their
country, barbaroufly murdering a mild and virtu-
aus fovereign, then itifling in their breafts every
feeling that belongs to human nature, and riot-
ing in each other’s blood, till glutted fury could
no more. The prejudices of enmity againft the
one, and of blind admiration of the other, have in-
deed pretended to afcribe correfponding principles
and objefls to the revolution in which cur country
glories, and tuat which tore down the venerable cdie
fice of Galiic monarchy.—Who, for the fake of
humanity, but muft with that fome refcmblance
could be found! But, alas! vou muft turn with
horror from the comparifon. It infults the plaineft
reafon, and wounds the beft feelings of the heart.—
What refemblance can vou trace between an out-
rageous and inhuman rebellion, and a calm though

determined refiitance to encroachments upon ac-

kanowledged privilegesandinherited rights—between
the cool, refolute vindication of liberty, founded

in reafon and cenérenicd by law; and the frantic

purfuii of indefinite rights ot man, through a thou«
find varying fcenes of havoc and of crime ? Ame-.




vicane! -’tis the diRinguithing glory of the revolin
t1on which has given you freedom and independ-
encey that it has not deepened the thades of human
miferyw—It originated in the pureft motives,.and
was .gaverned by the facred laws of truth, juftice
and . humanity—and never, through its protrafied
fcenes of mifery and émbarrafiment, were thefe laws
forgottam, -or amry vifionary fyfiems of metaphyfical
fubtilty- called in to -aid its purpofes, by refining
away ali diftinftions between moral right and wrong
into mere inftruments of political expediency.—Ne
fcaffolds here fireamed: with the blood of thofe who
would notefpoufe the caufe of revolution.—No po-
litical herery of {entiment was heremade a watch-word
forbrutal flaughter, or miferable exile—andthough,
“in the confufion of the moment, the impulfe of ne~
eeflity or the eruptions of the paffions might have
caufed fome individuals and families to feel the
heavy hand of revolution and of war,” yet never did
any univerfal fyftem of injuftice, revenge and per-
{ecution, fhew that Americans were ignerant of the
liberties for which they were contending. Human-
ity hesfelf, as fhe perufes the records of your revo-
lutionary - tranfa&ions, can feel no emotion but of
pleafure, -no fentiment but of approbation.—She
will frown upon that {pirit of wanton domination,
that would havc riveted the yoke of $ uncondie
tional fubmiflion” en an enterprizi:-;;, virtucus and
faithful people.—Her heart will blccd at the thou-
fand wrongs, indignities aaa miferies, you fuftered,
hefore your ftruggle was crowned with freedom and
with glory. Put the will/ not charge you with the
addition of one crime to the bloody catalogue, with
which the revolutions of ftates have deformed the
hiftory of inankind.—Indiguant at a thoufand infults
offered tohercaufe, the will with to tear from the pol-
luted volume the page that records the cruel pre-
tenfions of the unnatural mother country, to the
fryition ofadvantages fhe had neither affifted your.




. onsund
fathers to obtain, rof you to defends: and that inie
quitous extortion, that wouid have wrusg from
your hands the hard-earned fruits of induftry anf
toil, to replenith eoffers exhaufted by long sad
cipenfive wars, in which an infatuated miniftry had
involved their country. But2hat mederation, whichy
by. refpe@ful remonfirance, would have kept bach
the oppreflor’s grafp—that calm refolution, with
which, when the laft drop in the cup of conciliation .
was exhaufted; and the laft word, ipentin vain, thas
fidelity could ditate or juftice fanflion, .you pre-
pared to maintain your freedom, or perifh in the at-
tempt-—that unbroken fortitude of foul, with which,
through every mifery that nature could endure, or
the Land of powerful cruelty infli@, your ftruggle
was {uftained-—thefe the would deeply engrave on
imperifhable monuments to your glory. o thefe
She will point mankind for their inftruétion and ad-
miration, while freedom is dear, or any embers of
virtue are unextinguifhed in the human heart.

. It 1s.the laudable defign 6f this inftitution, to re+
cord in the mind of every American a lafting re-
membrance of the principles of our revolution, and
to induce correfpondent fentiments and manners.—
In conformity to this defign, it has been the pleafing
tafk of many, on this occafion, to lay before you g
recital, fuited to make the heart beat high with
mingled emotions of pride and joy. Inno lefs con-
formity, however, it is hoped, to the purpofe of the
anniverfary, and with as firi@ a regard to utility,
your attention will now be turned into another
¢hannel. Something more is required of every
one, than to dweli on the paft glories of his country,
or to cherifh feelings that may be excited by a re-
view of the fcenes through which you paffed, before
thofe glories werc atchieved. The time has been,
indeed, when to have aflociated ferious thought
with the feltive joy of this day, would have been a

tafk too high for human frailty. When firft the
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vanquifhed enemy left your. fhores, wten Arft Poy
_eight long years you could indalps the p%eali‘ug
-thought of becoming the proprietors of your fathers
{oil, of reaping yourfelves the harveft of your own
-induflry, and refting your wearied limbs under
your own vines and fig-trees, it would have been
vain.and unreafonable to have fought to check the
- full-current of the foul ‘with- the cold fpeculations
of political prudence. The feafon, however, now
-has paffed in which fuch rejoicings are either timely
or ufeful. - At a period like -the prefent, when fta-
bility, rot change, is the obje&t of every true lover
of his country, it becomes us to caution you againft
the too bigh indulgence of revolutionary feelings;
which .can be proper gnly when a revolution is in-
tended. Time enough has now elapfed -for high
tran{ports. to have fubfided, and for events which
call upor you to mingle with your joy for your free.
dom and independence, fome {erious attention to
the caufes thatnay endanger, -and the principleg
that may fecure thofe privileges and bleflings, for
which you paid {o dear a price. | ' C o
The peace, the independence and the fafety of
every nation, are to be viewed with a reference to
foreign relations ard domeftic circumftances.—
America, Dy the fuccefsful iffue of her conteft, hav-
ing obtained a high and important rank among the
empires of the earth, neceffarily contratted thofe
relations which the common wants and the common
laws of nations have founded between free and inde-
pendent ftates. So long as thofe relaticns remain,
(remote as is hexifituation) the never can be defti-
tute of an interelt in the political occurrences of
Enrope. However fuccefsfully we may purfue the
wife and happy policy of difelaiming any fhare in
foreign contclts, ftill mult our féelings as men, as
well as our interefts as a nation, have ever a lively
concern in the affairs of the tranfatlantic world. .
When the harfh clarion’s found awaked the world
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t6 war, when the tumult of difcord thickened on
every fide, and every proud fiream that courfes
through the plains of Europe was pouring the man-
gled corfes of flaughtered thoufands into the ocean,
America could not remain an unctonterned f{pefa-
tor of thefe fcénes of havoc and of milery. To6
recently had fhe felt the wounds of war herlelf, tg
behold themi with indifferehce. Taught by herown
bitter experience, the knew how to cfimite ani
feel the fufferings of others. From her diftant
fhores the behéld the raging ftorm, aad moumed
the fuffering caufe of man. Are thefe feelings ban-
ifhed from her bofom ? When peace, retirning froii
her long and diftant exile, calls home the patriot
from the fields of blood to the bofom of his coun-
try, bidsthe innumerable widows of flaughtered
foldiers now feek the means of fuftenance for their
wretched orphans, the emaciated warrior, as he
vents in cheerful fongs his joy, beat the {word into
the ploughfhare to till his long neglefted field, and
the glad voice of millions raife the hymn of grati-
tude to Heaven; amidR all this happinefs and exul«
. tationy fhall America be heard to mutter the {ullen
and malignant complaint, that the miferies of other
nations are {ufpended too foon for her benefit ? Ame-
ticans! this is morally deicitable; it cannot be po-
litically right. The fufferings of poverty, and the
confufion of embarrallment, are fometimes made an
apology for outrage againft humanity and juftice.—
We have no fuch apology to hide the guilt of repin-
ing at the peace of our brethren of mankind. Let
the piratical rovers of the fouthern fhotes of the
Mediterranean curfe the day that will give none of
the plunder by which they live into their hands, but
let a Chriftian and enlightened people thudder at
the thought of wifhing a protraftion of the miferies
of war, for the aggrandizement of themfelves.—
Bceware, Americans, of the inhumanity of natvonal

avarice. The fame temper which would repine at
B
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the peace of mankind, becaule it may turn the
courfe of fome ftreams of wealth from our refer-
voirs, would jultify us in breaking up the banks of
our infernal peace, to let in the torrent of war up-
on eur country, whenever it might promote the im-
mediate welfare of our individual diftri€t. It
would make the fecurer inhabitants of the north be-
hold, without concern, our fouthern territory de-
luged in the blood of domeflic maffacre.

e will rejoice, then, in the profpe& of a return
of peace to harrafled and diftra&ted Europe: and
though fome diftant rumblings feem yet to foretel
another eruption of the volcano, rather cherifh the
hope that they may be but the remaining echoes of
the laft. More pleafed, too, to hope that the pow-
erful and fuccefsful may, by fome ftri&er regard to
the claims of juftice and humarity, yet extinguifh
the laft fpark of difcord that might be blown into a
flame, let us beware of thofe too lively fympathies
and animofities, which a review of the refpeétivé
circumftances and conduét of nations may excite.
"Tis true, that to refle& on the degraded and defo-
late cordition in which many of the faireft and
happief ftates of Europe have been left, and not
abhor the authors of their wrongs and ruin, is an
effort almoft too high for human infirmity. But we
muft remember, that to give thefe emotions an unre-
ftrained indulgence, would endanger that neutrality
of feeling, which both our national dignity and in-
deperdence demand. Ycu all remember well the
parting words of the immortal Sage and Hero of
America. *¢The nation that indulges towards
another an habitual hatred, or an habitual fondnefs,
is infome degree a flave.”” Every one has too lively
a remembrance of his country’s happy refcue from
the danger of exemplifying the flavery of this na-
tional friendfhip, to need any other argument to

* Farewel addrefe
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convincehim. Longmay this experience prove the
{and-mark of our fafety, from thofe fhoals on which
the bark of our republic was fo neatly wrecked.—
¥From ene as well as the other of thofe ftates, whofe
quarrels have fthaken to the centre the whole eaft-
ern world, our country has fuffered infults, abufe
and wrongs. Juftice may not, pcrharx, with equal
reafon be expefted, where political tranfaflions
have yetrofixed and fettled foundation, as where they
fill have a bafis in eternal and immutable princi-
ples. But our own, and thc experience of the
world, muft convince us, that national friendfhips
can exift but in the dream of the vifionary, or the
imagination of the enthufiaft. '

What yet may await America, from the varying
politics of European governments, it belongs only
to the high and mighty Ruler of the univerfe to
know. The cloud that from the caft fpread its fable
mantle over our political atmofphere, and fo long
threatened to burit over our heads, has not yet
wholly difappeared. Urged by that ambition which
not even the humiliation ef every pewer of Europe
‘could fatiate, the Czfar of modern Gaul may find
his work unfinifhed, till ablow has been aimed at
the tranquility of America. Even among thofe
high in popular affeftion and refpe&, he may find
remaining fome of that partiality, which no princi-
ple of patriotifm, of reafon or policy, can explain,
that has followed France round a whole circle of
violation of all national, public and private right,
and ftill beholds in herall the effential chara&erif-
tics of congenial republicanifm. Encouraged by
that fuccefls with which all his other projefts have
been attended, he yet may avail himfelf of thefe
friendly difpofitions, and their effe&@s, for the exe-
cution of fome defign hoftile to our fecurity. Suf-
picions fuch as thefe. itis thought, areby no means
groundlefs. No mark of amity has ever been exhi-
bited by the rulers of that nation, fince firft the
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faithful guardians of the facred traft refufed to re-
quite her vaunted friendfhip to our fuffering caufe,
with the furrender of our independence : and their
too near approach with an unprincipied army, long
inured to {cenes of outrage and devaftation, has not
pareafonably excited fome apprehenfion of a defign
to put to the utmoft teft our sowcr to defend what
we had fo refolutcly refufed to refign. May Hea-
vea fruftrate the too credible predi@ion of one of
the wifeR of the Britifh Parliament, that ¢ by the
ceffion of Louifiana a ferpent has been placed at
our feet, by which we fall uitimately be devoured.”
Yet could the moft timid anxiety for our coun-
try’s fafety find no caufe for fear from the moft formi-
dable enemy that might found the alarm of hoftility
on our frontier, were all well within. Did that fpi-
¥it now burn in the bofom of America, which twen-
ty-fix years ago lighted up the flame of oppofition
3o foreign infult and aggrefhion—did that unanimity
anow reign in our public councils, which at that gle-
xious period, with.one beartand one voice, refolved
30 maintain inviolate the freedom and honour of our
country—did the fame ready and clear difcernment
between their true and their pretended friends, now
mark the decifions of the peaple, which then con-
figned to the difgrace of their honeft contempt eve-
1y mafked diflembler; were fuch at the prefent day
our happy cafe, in vain would foreign artifice or
Foreign violence attempt our independence. Strong
in the power of hardy millions, and the pride of li-
berty, we might fmile at the envy of the world, and
-contemn the threats of the proudeft foe. But, alas!
the fame {fpirit of party which had perfecuted liberty
from her every favourite abode on earth, has hither,
too, .pur{ued her flight. Here have her altars been
vrefled, and her deluded votaries fought, amidft
the fmoke afcending from her incenfe, to faerifice
the peace, the honour, the fafety of America. You
have fecn, you have felt, you have lamented heg
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malignant influence. . Blafted by ber . pefliferous
breath, you have feen the lanrels wither on the tree
your fathers planted, and your brothers watered
with their bloed. Like the fallen father of ail
falfehood and all crime, you have feen her wreft the
beft, no lefs than the worft paffions and feelings of
the human heart, into infiruments of her dark and
treacherous purpofes. Ambition and avarice were
inflamed into hoftility againft a fyftem of things, by
which their hapes were difappointed. An amiable
fenfe of foreign fervices, which the unfufpe&ing in-
tegrity of America would not allow her to alcribe ta
their true moiive, was fwelled into a friendinip,
which not even the very firft law of nature fhoutd
be fuffered to obftru@t. © The honeft zeal with which
tvery American regarded the dear-bought liberty
of his country, was made the plenteous fource cf
fufpicions againft men who had well merited the
canfidence of the people, and of alarm at meafures
horeftly defigned, in perilous feafons, to give ener-
gy athoine, and refpeitability abroad.

We will not, hawever, attempt to purfue this
{pirit of difunion through the various intricacies of
her courfe, or to review the thoufand fallacies
which fhe fought to impofe on the American mind.
1 know not that I am forbidden to do this by the
unqueftipnable truth of that remarkable creed, which
denies a numerous clafs of citizens the right of poli-
tical opinion ; orat leaft makes their defence of prin-
ciples which they deem intimately connefted with
the welfare and virtue of their country, nothing clfe
than ¢ ftirring up all the angry and deftru@ive pai-
fions of the hyman mind.” . But ftripped of « the
venerable robes of patriotifm” fhe affumes, as well
as of philanthropy and philofophy, fation has al-
ready, by other and ftronger hands, been held up .in
her rrue charalter to your view. Nor is.it fo ne-
ceffary to dwell on the evils fhe has produced, as to
turn our attention to thofe weak places in our walls,
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which, falling before the enchantment of her founds,
have given her admittance to our citadel. Dif-
traltion in our public councils, oppofition in our
political views, ipftability in the meafuyres of go-
vernment, are the alarming evils of which all com-
plain. But ’us idle to fland gazing at the foulnefs
of the fiream. Let us fearch and examine the
fource.

It is an old do&rine in politics, founded in the
plaineft reafon, and eftablithed by the teftimony of
s:xperiench that every government of a popular
form muft have its fupport in the fenfe and virtue of
the people.—It were as abfurd to expe& a regular

“adm:aiftration of a free government to be fupported
by a vicious and unenlightened people, asthat an
impartial and judicioys diMftribution of your charity
would be made by an almoner, who had neither the

_common difcernmentneceflary to diftinguifh worthy
{ubjefts of his commiffion, nor honefty enough for
the faithful execution of bis truft. The reafon is.
clear and fimple. In fuch a government, the right
of choofing their rulers belongs indifputably to the
people. -1f, then, the people are too ignorant to un-
deritand their rights and interefts, or too depraved
to feel the duties they owe their country, what is to
prevent their choofing fuch rulers as will pamper
their vices, or deceive their ignorance, to obtain

their fuffrage? And what is to prevent rulers from
abufing the confidence of the people tc their fubju-
ation and ruin, who, toc obtain that confidence, had
firlt _been bafe enough to have recourfe to bribery
and deception ?
~To every real and enlightened friend, then, to

American liberty, the diffufon of virtue and know-
Jedge through the whole {ocial body, muft be an
objelt of the livelieft concern : not indeed of that
knowledge which would be neceflary to make eve-
Ty citizen a politician, teach him to underftand the
gomplicate machinery of government, and afcertain
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the ufe and tendency of its movements. On thefe
fubje@s, to which the greatelt preparations of fci-
ence and experience are fcarcely competent, he
knows the beft knowledge we can be taught is the
knowledge of our ignorance. But that degree of
knowledge, which is neceffary to enable a people
to diRinguifk between plain truths and palpable
falfchoods, between the meafures of a fa&ion and
the arrangements of found policy, he knows to be
indifpenfable to civil liberty and peace. The de-
magogue, who is ever but the worft of tyrants in
difguifc, may firive to withhold from the people
that light by which his dark and perfidious pur-
fes would be expofed. But not fo the real patriot.
ﬁnking into the courfe of things arounga him,
if in one place be finds that wretched v enality which
will gladly barter away a fuffrage for a thare in the
elettioneering caroufal, be pities and he trembles
for his country. If in another quarter he beholds
fome vagrant fufferer in the caufe of ¢ opprefled
humanity,” by duping the credulity of popular ig-
norance raifed to fome public poft of high and im-
portant refponfibility, his cheek will glow with
iningled thame and indignation. Roufed by ikear
loud calls within him, with a laudable zeal Ze- will
refolve, and with an honelt ardour he will firive,
that thefe things fhall not continue to difgrace his
country. With an afpe& illumined by a juft and
noble enthuha{m, with the fire of indignant patriote
ifm {parkling in his eye, he wiil ftand forth and in-
treat the attention of his countrymen. ¢ Forfake
the miferable error’” (he will fay to that portion of
his fellow-citizens who are lamenting the effe&@s of
popular delufion) * forfake the miferable error of
complaining of the public difeafe, without endea-
vouring to remove its caufe: why reft infecond
caufes, withcut extending your attention to the
- original fources of yourevils ? In vain do you fue
for armies to defend your frontiers, fleets to refcue
your commerce from the grafp of foreigu plunder,
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sagifttaties to defend your perfons and yoar piu-
getly'at‘homé. All thete may be had, and fill much

¢ wanting to your happinefs and fzcurity, if there is
mot knowledgeand virtde in the people. Guard, then,
guard with holy zeal ard conftamt vigilance, thefe iti-
portant pofts of union and of fafety. The people who
are niot enlightened, will and muft be flaves. The
Btép}e who are not virtuous, will as willingly bé

aves as free. Liftén to the voice of the experiened
of elder times. For full five hundred years Sparta
was the miftrefs and the pride of Greece ; but the in-
ftirations of Lyturgus, which by a tontinual ftreami
of wifé and virtuous inftru@ion kept pure the puablie
mind, weré abaridoned ; and then, not till then, the
encrvation of private and public virtue called up the
tyrannical oligarchy ofthe Ephori. ¢ Longyearsroll’d
on by many a battle ftain’d,”” and Athens yét was
Independentand invincible. Invaded on every fide
from without, harrulled and diftra&ted within, her
people yet had that virtue left by which a Conon,
an Ariftides, an Agefilaus, could maintain her inde:
pendence; or reftore her liberty and peace. But
torruption poured out to her the intoxicating
draught. She took it, and funk to fleep. She
awoke to Macedonian flavery.—But you are, per-
haps, utiwilling to be referred to examples fo re-
imote. Behold, then, the ruined, degraded, mifera-
ble condition of .Switzerland, once happy in the
peace of virtie, and the pofleffion of every bleffing
liberty could beftow. Holland, defended as firong-
ly by the fpirit of liberty, and the fimple virtue of
her citizens, from the aitacks of foreign hoftility,
as by hér dykes from the terrible fury of the ocean.
The vulture of revolution did not make them her
prey, till fhe was allured by the putrefa&ion of
members which infidel philofophy had poifoned.—=
France herfelfdid not become one field of blood, till
a coal, taken from the altar in the temple of infideli-
ty, that blazed wita incenfe to an idol of vice in the
guife of reafon, -hait buraed afunder every tie by
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which men are held together in-foeiety: Will none
of thefe examples move you? Will you fuffer the
warning voice of paft ugerienee ftill to cry in vain?
Look forward, then, an antic‘i,?te the time, whea,
quenched by the intexication of liberty and peace,
virtue fhall be extinguifhed in the bofoth of Ame-
ricans. The time may come, when, loft to that
true love of country which abfdrbs every private
and unworthy paflien, they fhall move only at the
pleafure of the faltious leader’s will. ‘When to that
laudable gratitude which would reward with lafting
honours the faithful fervices of théirtrueft friends,
fhall fucceed that fhamefiil inconftancy, which will |
tamely fuffer calumny to blaft the laurels which

‘adorn the brow of the warrior who fought their bat-
tles, and the ftatefman who gave them laws, fecurity
and peace.-—When, inftead of glowing with its hal-
lowed zeal, the bofoms of your fons fhall beat at the
found of liberty no more. The time may comé,
when,; anable to dete& the artifices of political de-
ception; or to diftinguifh between true patriotifth
and falfe, Americans will look for tiue patriotifin
in thofe ardent profeflions of regard for the rights
and liberties of the peopie, which flatter them into
confidence, and then make that confidence an inftru-
ment of revenge upon political opponents. The
time may come, when they fhall even miftake for
true patriotifm that exceflive zeal of party animofi-
ty, which will deafen men to the common claims of
humanity and juftice ; which will eftablith herefies
in politics, from whole punifhment no honefty, no
faithfulnefs, will give exemption ; which in the blind
purfuit of its gratification, forgetting the public
benefit, and national and focial fecurity, will fill up
the beft fources of the one, and throw down every
barrier by which the other could be defended.

Americans! we celebrate but the twenty-fixth
anniverfary of our independence, and alreac{y (*uis

" not, 1 know, a pleafant reflettion, but you will not

therefore rejeét it) already circumftances mark the

>’
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condition of our republic, which in many others
have fhortly preceded the laft fatal mutation go-
vernment could undergo.—Already the animofities
of party four focial intercourfe.—Already local an-
tipathies and contending interefts threaten the dif-
ruption of the federal tic.—Aiready we behold dia-
metrical oppofition of opinion on-queftions that af-
fe& the very fundamental principles of our confti-
tution.—Already we behold a relaxation of zeal for
the public good, proportioned to the perfonal incon-
venience and mortification with which its exercife
may he attended; and citizens, whofe talents and
whois virtues w2ve the beft bulwark of their coun-
try, retiring to forget the public weaw in the bufy
ichemes of private intereft, orin gloomy mufings to
defpair of the republic.—Already (ah! whofe heart
does not bleed at the relle@ion?} already we forget
thofe heroes and thofe patriots who fought, and
bled, and toiled, and watched for their country;
who, amid{l the tempeﬂs of revolution and of fa&tion,
fcemed like the eleétric rod to defend —the bmldmg
hencath, by attrafling the fury of the elements upon
themfelves.—Even thofz honours which gratitude,
patriotifm, juftice, loudly demand for the memory
cf WasnincToN, the Epaminondas of our country;
are given with tardy relutance :—and we panent‘ 4
behold the public ingratitude, refletied in a mirror,
heldup by private liberality to the world.  Fufi
Heaven ! are thele things {uffered thus early to fup-
ply experience that may guide us to our future fafe-
ty, oris the laft day of American liber rty alreacy
near at hand! My countrymen! to fear the laf,
would but produce defpair.  Hope the former, and,
under the fmiles of induigent Ileaven, we yet may
x‘_)nv an unclouded fky of hberty.

On this day, then, facred to the palt, fwear on that
aitar of freedom which Hleaven has cre@ed for you,
that your wanmeit afle&ions and your beft excr-
tions fhall be devoted to the future glory of your
sountrv.—Strive 9 roat out fram the American
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mind every germ of diffenficn, and make that union
fpring and Hourith there, which thall cover cur
whole land with its fhade—and yield the wholef{oine
and delicious fruits of national honour and fecurity
—focial erder, harmony and love.—Think not to
effeft this by indulging that fpirit of party rancour,
which by inflammatery inveftives would hurl a
political adverfury from the {eat of power. The
caufe of truth, you kncw, can derive buelittle bene-
fit from violence; and your ufe of irritating mea-
fures in its defence, will but produce outragc againft
it.—Rather -expeét union and harmony to be the
effe&t 0" a diffufion among the people of a knowledge
of their rights and duties, and of the reafons in whicli
thofe duties and thofe rights are founded :—a know-
ledge that need no where elfe be {fought, than in that
{chool where light fhines from above to dire& men
through the path-way of virtue to happinefs and
Heaven. The power of true religion can alone
give a lafting exiftence to our republic. Antient
popular governments were of thort and precarious
duration, principally perhaps becaule, wanting true
religion, they had not accefs to the only fources of
that virtue which can alone make rulers faitkful, and
their people happy. Let the higher advantages rc-
ferved by Heaven for later days, be improved by
Americans. Let every onc who loves his country,
ftrive to fpread and firengthen the power of that reli-
gion among his fellow-citizens, which by fan&ions
drawn from eternity enforces piely, indufry, fchriety,
moderation, senevolence and peace.~—The people who
arediftinguithed by thefe virtues cannotbe enflaved.

What though the promotion of the public goed,
by an habitual regard to fuch means of it, may en-
arofs time that might with advantage be given to
your immediate perfonal interefts : are you or are
you not defirous to be long the frec, independeut,
and happy citizens of afrec, independent and happy
country ? If you value not the privileges of free-
dom, 'tis no wonder that you are indifferent to the
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means of giving permanency to thofe interefls which
ou had rather commat to the fafe keeping of abfos
axthsrity—But if freedom and tranquility are
dear 10 you, remember that they are ¢ the richeft
bounty of indulgent Heaven”-—and that, like every
bleffing beftowed by Heaven on man, they muft be
merited and preferved by a virtue and vigilance
equal to their value. Let this refle@ion
¢ Eack low and “rfiielv“e yom;;::‘:ds flif“ I
“ Till this great tg:th it Z:"aouhem Ec:knol:l;;
“ That nome but thaie who aic the public caufe :
“ Can fhicld their ccuatry or them{elves from chaiing. ™

Can any thing more than a juft cftimatiba of the
privileges and hlefings you enjoy be required to
make the flame of patriotifrg buen forever in your
bearts *—Think, then, Of think of the price they coft;
Think of the precicus blood that was fhed, thetoils
and miferies that weze endured, {0 make your coan-
try free.—Do you not hear a voice from the tombs
of thoufands who feli fighting for, the independence
younow celebrate, loudly call upon you to aweke and
waich 2 Think, too, of your fellow-men throughout
the world. With awful expeflation wondening na-
tions wait the iffue of the important exp:riment you
have made.—-Shall America, like France, be added
to the long catalogue of evidences, by which tyrants

rove that man muft not be free /—Heaven, reafon,

umanity jorbid '—~Who wotild not rather bavedied
in the glorious battles of our revolution, orenvy the
fate of the numbers of thofe who fincehave gone down
inte the dark chambers of the earth, than live to fee
the day when warring fa&ions fhall trample upon
the bleeding liberties of his country; when the cruel
defpot, turning alook of malignant triumph towards
America, thallclofer and clofer prefs the rivets of
bis chains upon the galied neck of flavery; and
when Columbia’s younger fons, who traverfe foreign
climes, amidft the proud vaunts of the enemies and
the bitter murmurs of «he friends of liberty, fhall

blufh to oan their country 2
FINIS.




