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AN ORATION.

;“ V HEN 1 behold myfelf encircled by fo refpeél-
able an aflemblage of my Fellow-Citizens, 1 cannot
avoid feeling that diffidence which youth and inexpe-
rience infpire. It is, therefore, with the moft humili-
ating conviflion of my great incompetence to the tafk,
that 1 now appear before you; yet, emboldened by
the flattering hope of your candor and indulgence, I
amn induced to proceed to the cxecution of the arduous
duty this day afligned me.

It would be prefumptuous indeed were I to enter~
tain an idea that you could now expet your attention
to be repaid by the learning of a Jefferfon; that
the eloquence of a Jackfon fhould arreft your mute
amnaze, or that the fafcinating ftrains which would
charm your ears were a Giles, a Randolph, or a Ni-
cholfun to fpeak, thould flow from me. Senfible am I
that in fele€ing me to be the orator of the day, it is
much lefs to the abilities, than the patriotifm of a young
citizen ; to the zcal of a panegyrift of freedom, and de-
claimer againft defpoti{m, that you have confided this
honorable funélion. In yielding to your folicitations
under thefe impreflions, I reft fatisfied that my defi-
ciency in its execution will be viewed through the te-
\cfcopic eye of ardor in me to perform, to the heft of
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my power, the duty my country enjoins ; and that tha
purity of the fimple effufions of my heart wiil make
amends for the deficiency of talents. Dut though I
acknowledge my inferionty in point of mental facuities
to many other citizens prefent, who could more ably
be the organ of your feelings on this occafion ; ftill, per-
mit me to fay, that with {incerity great as theirs, I
dropped a tear of forrow at the paft misfortunes of my
country ; that I rejoice at her prefent profperity, and
am as affeftionately anxious for her futurc welfare.

We are aflembled to commemorate the twenty-fe-
venth anniverfary of that eventful day which gave birth
to liberty 1n this weltern world, the epoch of the de-
claration of our independcence ; when, with the magna-
nimity charaéteriflic of freemen, you broke the fetters
vour tyrants had forged, and ranked yourfclves among
the foverewn nations of the earth.

In this affcmbxy perhaps I behold the venerable
countenances of fome of our earlielt patriots, who have
convened to join in the folemnization of our annual
¢ Elutheria.” |

Though I cannot boaft of having participated 1n
the glonous ftruggle, yet I feel proud in poficiling the
principles that attuated our immortal countrymen,
Franklin! Warren! Hancock! Which in{pired fuch
patriotic ardor in you as rendered you infenfible to
dangers, and enabled you to encounter, with unexam-
pled fortitude, allthetoils of war, whilft combating with
an mmplacable, unrelenting, and incenfed enemy.

'The occafion, at the fame time that we are awed by
its folemnity, fills us with joy and exultation. It is
folemn i as our minds natulu..;y revert to thofe fecen s of
our revolution that were threatemung thic deftruétion of
cur country’slreedons ¢ 1t 15 joyous, as it revives i
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the imagination thofe happy events pvepar;‘tory to our
preeint exaited condition. Your breaits, which trembled
with folicitude, and were iclid by the undulation of
uncertamnty at the commencement of our national con-
vulfions—which trivmphed at the wlumate cftablifh-

ment of our contefled liberties, aitlou_ h lony fince
ceafed to beat, will, on this au'picieus J ay, vepew their
verberation:  Yeur enthufiafin, patucts, wiil not be
repreficd.

The painful fenlitions of thole gloomy moments
cannot but asife anew when we contemplate the time
that America was floating on the. ftorn:y billows of
adverfity : we {ee with ivrror the huge rock, threaten-
ing with its pondereus fubftince, to crafl her into
atoms ; bat [uddenly we turn and find the dread talif-
man broken ; with pm fure extatic we view thc {iene
changed ; the dieary vifion fled, and enranturing piol-
petts, as if beauntified by magic art, intercept our fight:
we fee the tempell calmed, and the beautecus veilel
majeflically gliding through the tranquil waves.

I'el lOW-(utlZﬁ'na! It 15 a2 well Lnown fact that Bri-
tain, from a trivial circumftance, clanmed America as
her nohif ldemain, at the time that cur anceftors, from
various paits ¢f Larcene, cempelled by th: confenticn
of civil clements and ceclefiaftical perfccution, fl-d to
this remote region as a ietreat from epprefiion, to enjoy
here that liberty, both cavil and religious, before de-
nied them.  The Britith laws and ;)ovemmmt wele
moft consenial to the {entiments of the illuftiiovus re-
fugees. T'hey were happy therefcic to adopt her coc.,
and to refign themfelves to her protefiion.  But whillt
in the carly period of their fetthement, they were firka-
1:g beneath the burthen of napedinous wihich oupwf d
fpilhig thoe boocd i danty

th new clebaflanends
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contefts with the favage tribes, and encountering incre«
dible hardfhips, difficulties and fatigues ; fhe, with the
utmoft indifference, remained a filent {fpetator of the
scene ; no maternal aid did fhe afford thefe meritorious
emigrants whilft cultivating deferts, and converting {o-
litary tralls into fertile fields, Yet, when the avaricious
Britannia was roufed from her lethargic couch ; when
fhe efpied the hidden treafures glittering 1n the {ecret
coffers ; then did her potent Ahab, already unwieldy
with wealth and greatnefs, demand our vineyard ; nay
more, that invaluable gift of our illuftrious progeni-
tors—our liberty ! But Americans, in a voice of manly
eloquence replied, * we will not refign the inheritance
we recetved from God, and our forefathers,” Glo-
yious determination ! Happy refolution !

Suifer, I'ellow-Citizens, the magnificence of this{cene
to arrell attention, and awaken in your minds reflec-
tions f{uitable to an occafion fo {olemnly interefting.
I1ad you yielded a tame obedience to tyrannic and im-
perious mandates, or refigned, without a ftruggle, that
vizht to freedom you had in infancy been taught to
lilp; had you, without a murmur, become ‘¢ hewers
ef wood and drawers of water” for a modern Nere, and
not magnznimoufly refifted his brutal gralp, the
archives of your courtry would have been devoid of a
olorious reccrd——the event we now commemorate !
She, at this time, happy, grcat and free, would then
have ferved mercly to mncreafe the tyrant’s aggrandife-
ment, and that too without being permitted to tafte the
fruizs of her own labors—Her intrepid fons, who now
ave freemen, then would have been only a numerous, a
monrnful addition to  the fervile train of a monarch’s
vibials,

I hadl not enter into a minute expofition of the fe-

™
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ries of events which gave rife to the colonial revolt
from the mother country, as Britain was then impro-
perly denominated ; but commence from the time that
unjuft pecuniary tributes, under the colour of law, were
to be exalted from the colonifts. This {yftem medi-
tated by the Britifh miniftry for the taxation of the
American people, was the precurfor of that brilliant
event of the 4th of July, *76. Itwas a projeét, whole
effe€ls were forefeen by thofe who difpaflionately con-
templated the objett, and the confequences of an at-
tempt to accomplifh it; a projett the moft impolitic
and vifionary, and which furely muft have been con-
ceived in the frantic brain of ideots or madmen, as the
iffue of the attempt eventually proved. A few there
were in England, in juftice let it be faid, who lels al.
lured by the temptation, who had not drank fo freely
- of the intoxicating draught of fpeedy aggrandifement at
the expence of our peace, like the prophetic Phineas,
difclofed the fecrcts of futurity, who preditted, that
from the adoption of oppreflive meafures, a revolution
would inevitably commence, which would terminate in
the difgrace of the Britifh arms and in the eftablifhment
of American independence on an immoveable bafis.

The unjuft, haughty, and imperious conduét of Bri-
tain, whole maternal behaviour indicated fuch a degree
of affeCtion as fhould have been reciprocated with exe-
crations, created the {cintillation of public as well as
private indignation and difcontent—the patience of
Americans became exhaufted. They dreaded the ap-
proaching {cene whofe difmal afpeét was increafing to
a blacker hue ; they beheld and trembled! They exert-
ed every.conciliatory, every pacific mean to difpel the
threatening ftorm, theaccumulating gloom; and to their
immortal glory be it toid, they exceeded not the limits
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circumfcribcd by the compafs of their national
honor.

Invaia did Amcricans, in the voice of Stentor, pro-
claim againfi the proceedings of Britain ; ulfelefsly did
they remonfltrate; in vaindid thofe patriots, Camden,
Wilkes, Fox and Chatham, pour out the eloquence of
Demofthenes to avert the evils they, in their wildom,
and rom their penetration, forefaw.  Statutes defligned
for the fubverfion of our freedom were neverthelefs ime
pofed : minifterial artifices practiced, and every delu-
five {cheme 1avented to awe us into fubmiffion to the
odious alts. Yet Americans, diidaining the gigantic
ftrides which were menacing their liberties, with one
accord, intrepidily refufed an acquiefcence to their mea-
fures.  Let us, faid they, be free. ¢ Annul your op-
preflive laws or ‘we fhall continue to make new ones in
{pite of you. If you endeaver to fubjugate us we
fhall triumph. Your armies—they are not {ufficient-
ly numerous.  Your navy—-all the navies on ecarth are
not capable of making us fubmit to your will. Make
your election between our love and our hate. We have
aiready made our choice between the liberty that 1s to
combine us, and thole chains with which we are to be
manacled.”

The defigns of our oppreflors now became too glar-
ing for concealment. The malk was here thrown off :
hence, in the daring mockery of omnipotence, a new
doctrine was promalgated—1lience,a law declaratory of
parliamentary rizht to bind the colonies, ¢ In ali cafes
whatever,” was enalted. DBut the doom of Britain was
already infcribed on the tablet of fate. Amcrica, not
Laving the leaft fhadow of reprefentation in the Briufh
legifiature, felt indignant at fo alarming a declaration,
A declaration of on aflumption of power by an i/land,
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a mere atom of creation, to bind by its Jaws the p-ople
inhabiting a continent at the diftance of three thou-
{fand railes! Submiffion to this aé&t would have been 2
criminal paflivenefs, difgraceful to, and incongruous
with the American charatter. The Almighty Creator
of the Univerfe defigned it not ; to fancy he did, would
be a detration of his divine intentions.

Noiwithftanding thefe repeated atts of tyranny and
prefumption, the colonies were anxious t6 remain at-
tached to Britain on the ancient {yftem, and by the
bonds of concord, becaufe they were {enfible of the
propricty of the axiom that ¢ Nations fhould not be
precipitate in overturning ancient and eftablifhed do-
minion ;" particularly when the manners, language,
hpbits and government of {fuch, are congenial to their
own. ret, on the other hand, itis not to be underftood
that a nation, ora people, fhould tamely bear the abufes
which tyrants may fuggeft, or defpotiim invent. Ame-
rica withed to continue united to Britain on condition
that the grievances of 'which fhe complained, were re-
dreflec. When that was denied, fhe then had courage
to affert her rights, and fhe was fanctioned by the laws
of God and of nature in her proceedings.

The language of America at that time to Britain
was—* Admit all the men who belong to your go-
vernment in the different parts of the globe to a free
competition for, and an equal reprefentation in your le-
giflature ; let theking slone {way the executive {ceptre,
and never be permitted to ftretch it forth but in the
name of thofe laws made by the reprefentatives, and
confented to by the colonies and provinces; you will
then poflels the fupreme focial unity, and the grand
monarchy of liberty,  The univerfe will all afimilate to

B
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your empire, or at leaft all the earth will be eager teo
imitate fuch a beautiful model ; you will thus have
the glory of commencing the happinefs of the world,
and enfuring the fraternity of the human race.” But
thefe words of wifdom were difregarded. Englithmen
were too high in the eftimation of themfelves. They
would neither repeal their oppreflive laws nor grant us
an cqual reprefentation in their legiflature.  They pre-
fcribed : 1t was enough~we fhould liften, tremble,
and obey.

The Roman emperors ufurped the titles of the
Gods: Numa was faid to have communicated with a
divine being. The Lama of Thibet arrogates to be
the immortal God Inmlelf. The Incas of Peru, and
the Saxon kings of old, pretended to defcend from the
deities of their country ; and furely the king of Britain
may boaft his anceltry from Belzebub, for he exercifes
his attributes, and triumphs in {cenes of cruelty and
carnage. He wieided his {ceptre with a mighty hand
over a devoted peopie—overleaped the bounds pre-
{cribed by the Almighty for the extenfion of his powe ;
introduced fire, fword, peftilence and famine into the
land for the enforcement of an unnatural obedience to
hiswill. Not even our harmlefs unoftending Oriental
brethren have efcaped his avaricious grafp—it was
their misfortune that they poflefled wealth; were they
a poor and indigent people, their repole and happinefs,
1o more than our’s under the like circumitances, would
have been interrupted by this rapacious tyrant.

A retrofpettive view of our political atmofphere, ci-
tizens, muft provoke in your bofoms a glow of indig-
nation againft thofe who ftreve by unprecedented deeds
to reduce us to a {tate fo abjeét, {o humiliating, as that
centemplated by the Brtifh miniftry,  Unconditional
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fubmiffion! A fubmiffion Britain herfelf fcarcely knew uns
der Danifh defpotifm or the feudal tenures of the
Saxons.

The tyrannical {cheme towards the colonies was the
offspring of minifterial demons in the plenitude of their
arrogance. The noble oppofitionon the prrt of Ame-
rvica to unjuft deinands, kindled up their vengeance ;
they, regardlefs of the inherent rights of man ; regardlefs
of the facred precepts of nature and of nations; dif-
daining to refort to conciliatory means for regaining our
affections, announced their pleafure, and anfwered all
our humble petitions for redrefls by immenfe naval and
military preparations—exhibited to our view, engines
of deftrution—threatened us with halters, chains, and
daggers—poured in among us the warriorsof their three
kingdoms, with all the dread apparatus of war, in vifi-
onary expectation of awing us to obedience, and of re-
ducing usto {ervitude by coercive and fanguinary means.

Thefe were the diftates of their difappointments !
‘This the fcourge intended to caftigate us for our glo-
rious difobedience to unjuft laws! The pride of Eng-
lithmen had elevated itfelf to the fummit of infatuation.
Thofe who would ignominioufly furrender up them-
felves, nay worle, their country, were to be rewarded
- with benign protetion, which meant nothing more than
a prote€tion from the infults of their {oldiery ; but they
who honorably continued and nobly dared to treat
their offers with difdain, were marked out as vi€lims of
their vengeance.

In implicit confidence of their fuccefs they clung to
the chimera of their prowefs in arms. They prefump-
tuoufly pronounced the invincibility of their armies be-
caule combating with undifciplined Americans.  They
vainly dwelt on their own f{uperiority, and fcoffed at

/0f
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our rchel impotence : But the genius of America con-
vinced them her fons were valorous foldiers, and would
live or die freemen ! .

Such were the terrific fcenes when Americans dif-
unitcd themfelves from Britain—when they broke
tho'e ties by which they had been attached to a defpo-
tic government : {uch the awful {pectacle, when they
intrepidly declared their independence, undifmayed: by
the dreadful din of arms, the hideous glare of formida-
ble Demons, the tremendous roaring of cannon,which
feemed to mimic the thundering of Sinai, or the gloo-
my profpects of momentary diflolution.

What a folemn, what a melancholy period was
this! How ecventful the crifis! when vou faw our
country on a precipice’s brink, her national exiftence
expofled to a devouring monfter, her deftiny {ufpend-
ed by the web of uncertainty ! Yet you were refolved ;
your determination was fixed ; ¢ liberty or death,”
was the prevailing motto.

Neither the imperative voice of juftice, nor the ten-
der fuggeftions of humanity could prevent it.  The
unprovoked violence of our encmies drove you to the
decifion of arms. You appealed to him, who ¢ Rides
in the whirlwind and dire&s the ftorm;” you ad-
drefled yourfelves to that allwife and almighty being,
the creator and governor of worlds; to him, who can
command the fury of irritated {eas when throwing up
their foaming billows exalted as the fky, to calm:
who can ftop the fiery mouths of great volcanos when
vomiting flames and liquid matter from the bowels of
the earth ; who can check in their career the {plendid
luminarics of the night, and annilulate the fair creation
he has furmed—to that auguft, that awtul tribunal of
unerring God!
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The confideration of thole unparalleled -horrors
which mark the progrefs of Britain’s unnatural conteit
demands feverer terms of opprobrium than any lan-
guage in my feeble power is competent to exprefs.
‘The unbounded and brutal violence of legal ruffans,
of authorifed affaffins, are fafts which require not that
you, fellow-citizens, fhould glance at the hiftoric page
for information.

Fain would I pafs over a detail of the black eata-
logue of crimes committed, nor revive in your imagi-
nations the wounds you received from her avenging
wrath : yet, repugnant asit 1s to my feelings, the voice
of duty imperatively bids me draw the curtain of con
cealment, and beftow on them a momentary contem-
plation. ,

Words are inadequate to convey a juft idea of this
zra of iniquity ; an @ra engraven in deep cut letters
on your minds ; an @ra, that each annual return of this
memorable day, would render ten thoufand draughts
from the ftrearn of forgetfulnefs ineffetual : a time,
when this now happy country, pointed out by the
finger of providence as an afylum for thofe whom the
arm of power had perfecuted, was converted into the
nurfery of hordesof German mercenaries, who, in obe-
dience to Britain’s arbitrary will, were aiding the tra-
gic drama, and crimfoning Columbia’s plains with the
blood cf her fons.

The meafure of calamity was filled. Tribes of fa-
vage maniacs were ftimulated, by their not lefs barba-
rous friends, to accelerate the defolating {cheme. From
the fhores of the Atlantic to the weftern limits of our
forefts, deftrution fpread its demoniacal wings. Our
unprotefted villages were fired; our cities and man-
fions robbed, our rclatives detained ia dire captivity,
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whofe mifery was angmented by cruelty refined,  But
the horror ends not here—the dogs of war were howl-
ing—their fouls were parched with vengeance-—they
thirfted after blood ! The tendercft ties of nature were
difregarded, and humanity infulted; thebrainsof help-
lefs infonts nourithed a {foil made fteril by frequent de-
vaftations.  Our virgins were fizatched by the fell arm
of murderons myrmidons, perhaps whilft taking an af-
feGionate, a laft, a long farewell, of the manimatq
corfes of their dead parents:  even the folemn repofi-
tores of the dead were {earched for {fuppoled hidden
treafures; vea, the doms of the temples of Jehovah
were forced, for the fame facrilegious purpole, and
fanthified fhrines profancd by outrageous hands! Ye
whoic blood watered our fi.lds and rfhed in torrents
to deface the briny billows of thé ocean; ye murdered
parents ; ye flanghtered friends ; ye babes whole little
prattle {oothed many an howr of your mother’s woe,
whofc minocence fhould at leaft have been yonr fhield,
and amcliorated the obdurate hearts of your deltroy-
ers ; vou I mvoke from your abode of blifs, to witnels
the fats I now recite—and oh! ye {epulchres, and
holy churches! whefe fanétity fhould have arrefted
therr impious fteps  could you have mouths to {peak,
you would confirm the tale, and rc-echo in your
vavited roofs the ay of vengeance,

Enough! Over {cenes of mifiule, tyranny and op-
predion ; of rapine and delolation, which would re-
quire the pencil of a Weft to delineate, wiil I draw
the fable mantle of oblivion, nor dwell ¢n a theme at
~which 4 all nature cries aloud.”

Gladly will we turn our minds from fcenes of hor-
vor and devaftation, to that period when  Britain be-
canie conpelied to proflrate ber little, hard  gaiued,
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tranfitory glory at the feet of injured freemen ;. when
the few laurels fhe had gathered withaiced and reclined
on the bofom of difgrace; when, notwithftanding the
numerous advantages fhe polfefled, American virtue,
like ancient Rome’s, whillt ftruggling with Carthage-
nian f{uperiority, prevailed ; when her adverfarics,
dnven by the blind mmpetuofity, artifices and delufive
pretences of bafe enthufiafts, found too late that fhe
had {tumbled into the aby{m of error, and loft that in-
eftimable jewel which added the greateft luftre to the
crown of England—found that fhe had fallen ! faller !
and from her ruin has emanated a rifing republic.

It was not Fabius who checked the fierce career of
Hannibal, or Scipio who conquered him, {o much as
the Roman virtue which overcame Carthagenian cor-
ruption. It was not Wafhington and his aflociates in
arms who {fubdued Cornwallis, who were the arbiters
of a long undecided vi¢tory, fo much as the virtue,
the patriotifm and unanimity of Americans that coi-
ducted them triumphantly through an arduous and
bloedy confliét.

No more do clarions found alarm ; no more do
trumpets’ notes proclaim hoftility ; nor brazen cym-
bals fhake the trembling air! ¥reedom'’s labouring {pi-
rit, ethereal flame, like eleftric matter burfted forth ;
its thock difmayed the tools of defpotifm, their boafted
courage receded to its fource, their prefumption pe-
rifhed! America has emerged from poluical chaos.
+ The fun of liberty, with all its creative powers, 1n oricent
{plendour arofe and beamcd thofe genial rays which
now illumine the rcalms her favountes enjoy. ¢ Itis

/72

thou, thiice fweet and gracious Goddefs, whom all m

public o 1n pnvate worthip ; whole tafte 15 grateful,
~and ever will be fo tll nature herfelt fhall change ; no
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tint of words can {pot thy fnowy mantle, or chymic
power turn thy {ceptre into iron-—with thee to [mile
upon him as he eats his cruft, the Swain is happier
than his monarch.” Nay, that morfel in frigid Zem-
bla, or among Arahia’s tornd wilds would be more
grateful if fhe crowned the meal, than worlds of wealth,
or all the fancied difhes of luxuricus palates in a def-
pot’s court.

From the ifflue of Britain’s attempts to enflave us,
let kings and princes learn hereafter to refpect their
fubjets; let this leflon teach them that the ¢ phyfical
firength refides in the governed,” which needs only to
be excited to level the moft ancient and confirined de-
min:on.

As the refult, fellow-citizens, of your labours, may
we behold improvement’s rays concentrating on f{ocial
life. In every quarter of the union Minerva rears her
majefltic temples of literatuie : our country may be
compared to one great cultured field, cherifhed by tae
fhowers of enviable wealth. The veterans who were
in {cencs of civil commction have forgot in caim re-
tirement the noife of battles and clangor of arms.

In the place of mufkets, {words and bayonets, they
have fubflituted the implements of hufbandry ; there
they remain uninterrupted by Mars, fhielded by the
goddefs of peace, direting them to induftry and plen-
ty. (4ir commerce extends itfelf ; agriculture flou-
rifhes, and our citizens emulate thofe of other countries
in their manufaltures, whofe induftry and toil is re-
warded witis fuccefs and profperity.  In fhort, human
happinefs accumulates.  Oh'! favoured people! may
thefe halcyon days remain ‘t1ll time fhall be no more.
To the [our diwvifions of the globe have you given a
prattical examvle,  In France, you infpired thofe fen-
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timents which introduced a freer fyftem of government
and liberated that portion of mankind from the thrai-
dom of thofe who ftyle themfelves nobles; fentiments
which raifed on the ruins of Gallic monarchy a great
and fplendid republic. The reft of mankind will co-
py from the glorious example ; ftrily will they ob.
{erve the leffon you have taught them. Their earsare
ringing with the feraphic found of liberty ! The day ig
not far diftant when this fublunary orb will be one
fingle empire of confederated freemen. Tyrants ! well
may you gnafh your iron teeth ; now may you quiver
with alarm ; already have your faireft profpeéts dark-

/14

ened; already co. your fceptres fplinter—your tri

dents tremble ; your evil genius fets mufing o’er your
doom ; the book of deftinies lies open, there read your
fate, anticipate you univerfal downfall !

It is a folemn duty impofed on us, fellow-citizens,
that whilft we are cclebrating this glorious day, we
fhould, at the fame time, render the homage due to

the founders of American liberty. I fhall not attempt

a recital of the prodigies of patriotifm and valor which
mark the American revolution, Like Greece, we had
our Marathon ana Salamis; like Rome, our Cincinna-
tus; like Sparta, our Leonidas, Gates reaped the lau-
rels of Saratoga. The Eutaw of Carolina has wreathed
for the forehead of illuftrious Greene a crown of glo-
ry ; and has it not granted immortality to the Lhsented
Campbell. He, who on the day of vi@ory fell with
a mortal wound, and cried, * who gives way ?” On
being informed the Britifh wers flecing, with his laft
breath he breathed, ¢ I then die contented.”  The
firm and patriotic Regulus could not have deferved
more, when bearing for his country all the pangs of
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torture that malice and cruelty refined could inflié.
At York-Town, the proud Cornwallis, general of the
invincible armies of Britain, was compelled to yield his
fword, fteeped in humiliation, to him whom he had fo
often contemptuoudly fiyled the rebel Wa/lington.

The grateful people of antiquity have tran{mitted for
pofterity to admire, they have perpetuated the names
of all thofe heroes whom they juftly called fathers of
Rome, of Greece, prefervers of their country, And
will not every American with reverential accents pro-
nounce the names of our immortal friends, Warren !
Mercer! Laurens! Will they not alfo hand them to
pofterity ? They will, their memories are apportioned
to eternity.

But firft in the heavenly group behold that cis-at-
lantic prodigy of wif{dem, that auguft old man, the
fage, the venerable Franklin! ¢ He who could mark
the courfe of unknown worlds, and reduce excentric
orbs to the obedience of his fyftem ;” he who caught
the fwift flying lightning from its dark abode, ¢ who
could arrange t%e fun’s bright rays beneath their va-
rious tinted b:.ners, and give harmony and method to
the glare of day—he who could devclope the perpe-
tual laws of nature, and feemed enabled te unfold hea-
ven’s moft hidden fecrets.”

Many other conﬂellauons glitter with tranfcendent
fplendor in our polmcal firmament. But, alas ! they
who led our armies to the fields of vi€tory ; whofe wif-
dom prefided in our councils; who firft conceived
and operated the attainment of our liberty ; become
hoary in the fervice of their country, have yielded to
death’s refiftlefs call, and are now flumbering in the
peaceful tenancy of their tombs: yet, their laurels will
never fade, nor their glery be extenuated by time or
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malice ; their memories will be facred to Americans
until the ¢ wreck of matter and the crufh of worlds.”

The people of America, who juftly appreciate their
worth, are overwhelmed with grief, when thefe medi-
tations recur to their minds. They fay the chief de-
liverers of our country ; they who, like the Pylian fage !
of old, counfelled uys with wif{dom, who marfhalled the
armics of independence, and taught us to wield the
fworc. in defence of freedom, are no more. ‘¢ Nations
have hltherto only mourned for kmgs we will moum
for men.” Let our tears mingle together, let thofe
liquid emblems of our forrow drop to the memories of
the fthers of our liberty ! Ye departed heroes of Ame-
rica! Ye guardian {pirits of her freedom ! You who
defpi‘ed the vanity of falfe greatnefs—who withftood
the torrent which flowed aoamﬂ: her rights, and for-
fock your tranquility for her {alvation ; you fhall re-
ceive yout juft portion of renown. Your country
pays you her folemn tribute of gratitude at the altar
of independence—The temples of liberty are hung in
{able : fair freedom mourns your lofs. An everlaft-
ing monument 1s ereCted to your memories—1ts mate-
rials, glory—-—-—its cement, the affeftions of your coun-
try. _Tuture ageswill chaunt to your manes their grate-
ful fongs of pralfe they will be immortal !

If in the courfe of my narration, the recital of events
whick occurred in the progrefs of our revolutionary
war may have revived the bitternefs of grief which per--
haps you had fince ceafed to feel fora long loft friend,
a parent, or an offspring ; or if, from thofe who have
not bc*en bereft of an endeared companion, or an affec-
tionate relative, the recolleCtion of fanguinary deeds
may have drawn a tear of fympathy, may our {orrows

be folaccd let our fadnefs be dxﬁipatcd by the foothlng
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remembrance that their hallowed fhades now walk in
the regions of eternal blifs ! Fellow-citizens ! it is now
time that we fhould contemplate {cenes of a more re-
cent date,

We have feen the fabric of arbitrary dominion fub-
verted, and on its crumbled atoins our prefent federal
fuperftruiture ereted. Its beauty, {ymetry, and per-
feGtion have been juftly the admiration of furrounding
nations, To attempt, therefore, an elaborate eulogium
on it, would be but a fecble echo of that fuperior pane-
gyric, which has been repeatedly uttered by fublimer
tongues. I can, however, with pride declare, that our
conflitution, that fortrefs and depofitory of our liber-
ties, now holds itf{elf unrivalled among the many whofe
walls policy has ftrengthened, whofe battlements aré
fortified by wifdom, and received the fanétity of time.

To beftow commendation undefervedly becomes a
fycophant, and would be equally as unjuftifiable as
to conceal, with the mafk of hypocrify, fentiments of dif-
approbation where they are due, Far is it from my
intention to attempt te caft unmerited obloquy on the
actions of even the former adminiftrators of our govern
ment ; but being the interpreter of your feelings I am
fantioned on this day, on this occafion, and at this
time, to obferve, that there was a period during that
adminiftration, and not fo diftant as to have erafed 1t
from the leaves of your recolletion, when meafures
were adopted in utter dereliftion of our freedom, and
our republican {yftem of government ; fo much fo, as
£ make 1t incumbent on every friend of the future wel-
fare of America to exprobrate thofe with whom they
eriginated.

It 1s, fellow-citizens, one of the grand pillars that
fupports the weighty fabric of our liberty, and proud

N
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are we to inhabit a country where the toleration of opi-

nion 15 admitted, where the hberty of difcuffion is un-
fettered. Imprefled with the helief that it 15 the pe-
culiar privilege of freemen, what were your emotions
when your lips were clofed with the f{eal of filence ?
W hen mafked with the pretence of fupprefling fedition,
utterance was forbidden by the impofition of a {pccial
att of prohibition ? When, if the juft indignation of re«
publicans would {parkle to illum'ae their. country,
which was faft progrefling 1nto gloom, it fhould be
checked by the terrors of loathfome prifons ? The ob-
jets of the fedition law, pafled during the late adminif-
~ tration, were to filence our tongues, to proftrate our
pens, and cvery prefs, thofe inftruments of public in-
formation, which dared to tell the truth. What could
have been the motives of its framers? Confcious of not
continuing the pure and uncorrupt fervants of the peo-
ple, fuch were the means reforted to for effeftually
evading a thorough {crutiny of the conduét of the pub-
lic functionaries. '

Your feelings, fellow-citizens, muft be at this time
materially different from what thev were at the period
to which I have jult referred; when you were wit-
nefles to daily innovations ; when many of our citizers,
forry am I to fay it, were for precipitating their coun-
try’s entrance into milery’s horrid figure to accompliiiy
fomedark infidious projeét.  Their voices, Sempronius
like, thundered out for war againft a friendly nation ard
an ancient ally. Let me afk if their affeftion towards
their country could have been demonftratcd in no othey
way than to feek occafion to plunge her into an abyls
of ruin. In the frantic zcal by which they were then
propelled, did they lofe a remembrance of our eight
years war with Britain ? ‘Their miftaken ardor furely

74
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made them forgetful of the weltare of their country, or
war and defpotic deeds they ‘would have fhunned
as deftrutlive to her profperny.

-Such was the difpofition of the late adminiftration—
fuch the delufion of a number of our citizens, and fuch
the hafty proarefs it made to reduce us from a ftate of
happinefs to that of mifery, when, “ Firlt in the eaft
the glorious lamp was fecn, regent of the day !” When
you made vacant, by conftititional authority, the chair
of magifiracy, and hailea | ftilon, that bright lumi-
nary of America, to direét the helm! whnfe own efful-
gence adds redoubled luftre to the exalted dignity.

Oh happy change! our freedom will remain invio-
late ; the poifon which threatened our fafety has been
precipitated ; meafures the molt wile and {alutary have
been purfued ; accumulated expence decreafed ; ftand-
ing armies, the inflruments of arbitrary power, difband-
ed; unnecceflary interral taxes, with other odious alts,
through his means and our prefent patriotic members
in Congrels, have been repealed ; our commerce has re-
ceived protection from the ravages of infolent, yet im-
potent  barbarians.  Thefe are the mealures which
ftamp additional brilliancy on his illuitrious admini-
ftration, and which enhance his worth.

I muft, fellow-citizens,” glance once more at a fub-
je€t which is abhorent to my feelings, but T truft nct
foretgn to this folemn occalion. 1 mult here remark
that great have been the exeitions made by a dilap-
pointed fattion, fince the above mentioned perod, to
involve us in fcenes of bloodfhed with a nation whofe
territory adjoms us on the Muflifippi; to facrifice the
peace of our country to the calamitics of war, previous
to any attempt at vegogtation,  The reftlels {pint of
faclion has been flriving again to renew  the flame of
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martial firct bat they who oppofed the former {yftem
of hothility-—who {aid to our ruler here {top the ca-
reer of your amnbition, have remained unfhaken in their
attachment to the happinels of their country.  As the
rcfult, peace and tmnqulhty we yet enjoy ! |

Whillt the world 1s doing J}Aﬁl(,(. to [e{fufon S eX-
alted mertt, permit me, feliow-citizens, to thicw with
you, my tributary mite into the {cale of applaufe.
Permit e, on this anipicious day, however inexprel-
fively the portrait may be exccuted, to depiét the cha-
racter of this ineftimable patriot, whofe virtues, talents
and principles, render him fit to be the chief magiftrate
of a great and free repyblic.  In him you will find one
whofe conduct, uninfluenced by any lecal motives
during our revolutionary war, will immortalile him,
the wife and venerable penfinan of that {folemn inftru-
ment, the declaration of our independence ; a man of
univerfal knowledge, a fecond philofophic Franklin, a
profound legiflator—a virtucus ftatelman.

Againft the herctofore unblemifhed charaller of this
great and good man have the moft infamous afperfions
been lately caft. The continued detraétion contained
in many of the vehicles of intelligence under the 1nflu-
ence of party, and the emiffaries of Britain, are calcu-
lated to create phantor:s in vour minds by a tiflue of
mifr srefentations, and to deftroy, by falfe and decep-
tive mecans, our confidence in, and attachment for hira
but be not the dupes of fuch infidious policy, howuver
fan@ioned by fome mfluential aiiftocratic charatters
among us. The day will arive whenin {pite ofwuy
cudeavor to envelope the truth in clouds of obfcurity,
fame, like * Jove inthunder,” will found Lis tiiumph !
Could his virtues be but half proclaimed ; could we
pronounce his juft deferts, or {peak that woith which
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fo far exceeds his fame, even his encmies, thofe foes to
his renown, would call him patriot ! friend! Fellow-
citizens, I muft here in trembling accents acknow-
ledge that I have attempted a tafk too great for me to
perform : to do juftice to the fubje&t of my culogium
would demand the oratorical powers of a Cicero. Yet
let this imperfeét fketch of a perfeét man, efface what-
ever impreffions may have been made on your fufcepe
tible minds from the peruful of falfe and {candalous
publications, circulated with avidity throughout the
United States. Once more I conjure you not to fuf-
fer yourfelves to be impofed upon by the bafe infinu-
ations of adherents to the caufe of kings and arbitrary

government ; men who are unwearied in their attempts

to create partizans to the interefts of rayalty and anf.
tocracy evenin the bofom of our country.

Friends and countrymen! of courage you f{tood no
more in need during your arduous conteft with Bri-
tain, than you do prudence now, to guard againit the
wiles of your internal foes: your former vigilance
fhould not be fuffered to repofe even in the lap of pro-

- foundfecurity. Your ancient enemy is not better dif-

pofed towards your freedom and independence at this
time, than fhe was in "76.  As the fubtile Sirens, who
were feigned from the thores of Sicily to attrat, by the
melady of their voices, merely to dej}roy {o fhe, with
the jame defign, from the womh of Albion, fends forth
her emiffaries to fprinkle poifon and to diffeminate dif-
cord 1n the American {tates.

Britfh influence pervades our territory; fkilled in
the arts of diffimulation, and fraught with malignance,
fhe meditates on mlfcluef and at this moment ftudies
our deftruttion. The Hydra of Britain it is true, fel-
low-ciiizens, you have cenquered, but you have nof
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like Hercules, totally deftroyed it; the monfter il
exifts ; you cannot be too cautious of her machina-
tions : fhe waits with malignant expeétation the mo-
ment that will be moft favorable to grafp you in her
deflruélive talons, It isnot Jay'scringing and fhame-
ful treaty ; it is not our late paflive [ubmiffion to the
infults to our flag by the impreflments of our feamen,
and the depredations on our commerce fince the exe-
cution of that treaty, nor the indignities that we have
offcred to the French republic in obfequioufnefs to her,
which has, or ever will appeafe her ire, or {natch us
from the manacles fhe prepared at the moment of the
declaration of our independence,  Can you imagine
that the languagc of that declaration=—¢ That a prince
whofe condutt is marked by every a& which can define @
tyrant,” 1s already obliterated from his remembrance ?
It furely is not, nor will it be. The truths it {poke
have been rankling in his bofom, and like Milton’s de-
vil, he has only viewed the fun of this hemi{phere
% to curfe its beams.” But may you, as you have
already done, defeat his artifices ; may the government
of Arrerica ever difconceri lus ichemes, may it evince
to the world the fallacy of his projeéts, and ‘that the
fons of Columbia are too attentive to the felicity of
their country to fufler exotic craft to contaminate her
councils,

Rome, under the aufpices of "'berty ard virtue, rofe
to the higheft furmit of national grandeur; yet why
did fhe not continue in that glorious courfe, happy,
virtuous and fice ? Why was not the poiterity of their
itrepid progenitors of liberty, blefled with the Rome
of their anceftors ? Alas! grown degererate, they be-
came inattentive; luxury and vc.mlxt,r crept among
| D
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thetn and {apped their freedom, when that 1ll-fated ... .10
pire became overwhelmed by the weight of its own
corruption.

It is not more requifite for you to prevent external
injuries than to guard againft thofe which wrought the
Roman cataftrophu. Remember, that though our
government is at prelent adminiftered by the aggregate
wifdom and virtue of the nation, it may at a future
time be compofed of an aflemblage of their oppofites ;
by men lefs difpofed to a reprefentative {yftem than
thofe who have conduéted our national ark from the
dangers of Scylla, nor approached the gapxng cntrance
of Charybr‘ls

Let us not, on this day of congratulation, fellow-citi-
zens, lofe fight of the remembrance of that gr.titude
which we owe to the pcople of I'rance, It is but a
{inall equivalent to that nation who lent its aid, and
fought gallantly by your fides; whofe blood was pro-
fufely fhed and flowed in the {ame {tream with your’s,
to acquive for us the bleflings we now enjoy. A nae
tion, without whofe naval and military fervices the cap-
ture of Cornwallis, (¢the violater of the fa:red capitula-
tion of Charlefton, in the weft, and the late chief of the
band of plunderers of Seringapatam, in the eaft) with
the flower of the Britifh army, could not have been ef-
fcCted. A capture highly momentous and important,
in as much as it put a final period to our revolutionary
war. You will not, fellow-citizens, {o far clofe your
native magnanimity from a bafe deseliCtion of princi-
ple, as to fay that you feel no higher intereft in the
profperity and happinefs of the Irench republic, than
in the profperity of the different monarchical nations of
Furope includingeven the nation from whom you were
emancipated by I'rench afliftance ! Can it now be faid
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that the French nation holds not a more elevated place
in your eftimation than thev do? No, citizens, this ig
not your language : although you have been abfolved
from your former political tie, (by the aét of a legifla-
ture under the late adminiftration) by which gratitude
had, and fhouid have continued to unite you ; I res
peat 1t again, thisis not your language, notwithftand-
ing you have frcquently and daily been told it fhould
be: you mulft feel a pang at the idea, and revolt in-
dignant at the thought! You do not forget the bonds
by which vou fhould be connefted in amity with the
Gallic nation, inpreference to any other nation on the
earth, It would indeed be unnatural were you to fae
vour, even in fentiment, your avowed enemy equaliy
with thofe who have been, and now are, I believe in the
fincerity of my heart, our friends. Would this accord
with natural juftice ? Can it be confonant to thofe {en-
timents of honour the fons of Columbia have imbibed
from their anceftors ? No, never ; they are too generous
to deny that they entertain gratitude for Frenchmen.
Their minds are too elevated to receive contrary im-
preflions, or to cherifh opinions {o repugnarnt to rec-
titude.

Let me aik, fellow-citizens, what fentiments did you

entertain for this nation, which fome perfons now affect
to hold in fo much contempt, when her army, navy
and treafures came to your afliitance. When Georgia
and thz Carolinas were {ubdued provinces ; when the
Britith {orce occupied the city of New-York, ftaning
Wathington’sinthe face : and whena formidable Britith
army had made confiderablc progrefs towards the coh-
queft of Virginia? The halter which was then ful-
pended over your heads; thc bayonets whicl were
pointed at your brealls; your dreadful forlorn fitu-
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ation, and the timely afliftance of a g..icrous ally, ex
cited in your minds emotions which language could
not exprels. The moft extravagant proteftations of
eternal gratitude and friendfhip relounded through the
union! And now that you are iepofing in the lap of
eafe, fecurity and wealth ; that the ftorm has loft its
terrors, and the halter 1ts dread, are your recollettions
to lofc their aétive powers, and memory its reafoning
faculties ? Surely not! Then let us now offer the juft
tribute that 1s due them for their afliftance towards the
eftablifhment of the independence we arc this day ce-
lebrating.

Americans ! our country has arifen to be the firlt
frec nation on the globe. She is now in the very al-
titude of greatnefs. Like Atlas fhe rears her head to
the firmanent on high: her name 1s held fynonymous
to liberty. France participated her glory ; fhe vene
rates her ancient ally.,

Britain, in all her gloomy meditations, wkhich hu-
miliated pride can {uggcft, beholds the beauteous fa-
bric—gazes with a jealous fight—but tacitly admires.
America ! arbitrefs of freedom ! is repeated at the ex-
tremities of Europe, of Afia, and of Africa!

This country, fellow-citizens, nurtured our tender
years, fupports our manhood, and cherifhes us in old
age: the regards we entertain for her are as natural
as the implanted affection between parents and children.
To love her then with an holy enthufiaflic zeal, and
to facrifice all infertor 1egards, to keep vigils for the
prote€iion of her liberties, are duties which unerring
nature has impofed. Let, therefore, the world’s acknow-
ledgements remain eternal ; let no divifions nor ct-
vil contentions damp your zeal for the general good ;
let the paffion we have imbibed for her wellfare be
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undiminifhed. May our freedom ever be inviolate, and

ourfelves unanimous in 1i; protetion, until the
¢ cloud capt towers” of our grandeur; * the gor
geous pal.ces” of ourwealth ; « yea, the great globe
itfelf, witk all which it inherit, thall diffolve, and like
the bafele’s fabric of a vifion, leave not a wreck be-

hind !”
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