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! Harrowsir, Jury 6ih, 1803,

* SIR,

PERMIT us to offer our thanks for your
compliance with the requeft of the Gentlemen of
Hallowell, in pronouncing an Oration on the sth
inftant, co'nmemorative of the birth of our Nation,
and to defire a copy of the fame for the prefs.

In gekalf of the Commiitee of .drrangetments of the
Fown of Hallowell,

" IWATHAN MOODY.
Mr. THoMAs Boxbp, jun.

o juLy 6, 1802,
ST K

THE Or-tion, sgrecably to the defire of the
Committee of Arrangements, is fubmitted to their
difpofal, with an impreflion of its many imperfec-
tions. The author entertains a hope,  fhould it
cver be read, that it will be regarded with candor

and indulgence.
THOMAS BOND, jun.

To Mr. NATHAN Mooby,

In behalf if the Committee of Arrangements
of t5e Toren of Hallewell,
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Frienps anp Fernrow.CrtTizens,

WE are affembled to celebrate the fef:
tival of our liberty ; to commenmorate the origin
of our nation. Memorable is that day, brilliant
in the aonals of fieed-wm, when the voice of vir-
tue, indignant at the wrongs fhe had fuffered, an-
nounced the emancipation of a world ; the exalta-
tion of a brave people to honor and independence.
It is grateful to the juﬂ pride of Americans to rc-
trace the fteps which led to their revolution, won-
derful in progrefs, in termination glorious and
triumphant ; to contemplate the growing profpe-
rity and dignity of their country ; and anticipate
its future greatnefs and felicity. An employment
like this, which animates the fpirit of patriotifm,
and imprefles on the mind a due eftimation of our
tranfcendent bleflings, and the means of their pre-
{ervation, is, on this occafion, peculiarly important

and proper.
B



The cruel aggreilions of the Britith nauow,
her illegal and repeated attempts to fill the treafu-
ry of av.rice; by cxavfting the riches of induftry,
juftly alarmed the apprekenfion and jealoufy of her
ccionies. They remonlilirated in language, energe-
tic, but refpe@iul, sgzinft the oppreflive ediéts of
parliament. Averf{c to hzzard the vnkaown con-
fequences of war, unwilling to iépai'ate from the
parent flate, they adopted every mild expedient to
fecure their natural an& civil rights. But expoltu-
lation was worfe than vain, and argument ferved
only to irritate mafters, refolved on the ruin of
their faithful {fubje@s. The corrupt and rapacious
miniftry of England, guided by maxims of {avage
policy, determined to reduce our countrymen to
vncenditional fervituds. America, fired with in-
dignation, animated with the genuice fpiri: <f lib-
erty, arofe in arms to defend her irfulted rights.

The robes of peace were exchanged for the
garments of war. PGCarations for manly refift-
ance were undertaken and profecuted with energy
and expedition. The people were ifnpreffed with
the importance of repelling the earlieft encroach-
ments of defpotifm, and fenfible of the neceflity of
breaking the <hains of flavery, before they were
faftened on the necks of a devoted nation. 'They
hzd contemplated with deliberation all the poflible
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cvents of the approaching conteft, and beheld no.
thing in war, terrible as it is, fo diftrefsful as ab-
je@ {fubmiflion to the domination of their cnemies.
‘The Britifh king, in the proud language of an ar-
cient monarch of Afia, commanded the Amcricans
to {urrender their arms; they returned the heroic
anfwer of Leonidas, ¢ come and take them.” Ua-
awed by the magnificient power of her cnemies,
undaunted by theic threats, America boldly ftoed
forth, refolved to maintain her rights, or perifhin
the noble cauvfe. She had to contend with the
greateft force on earth ; with a nation, whole fleet
ffailed in triomph on the ocean ; whofe veteran ar-
mies infpired with dread the ftrongeft in the old
world. Mackind beheld, with a mixture of afton-
ilhment and z2dmiration, an infant people oppofing
the gigantic ﬁfcngth of Britain. The grandeur
and novelty of the fpectacle was interefting beyond
any thing rccorded in the hiftory of time. The
friends of humanity wilhed for our fuccefs; but
{fuccefs appeared to them impoflible. A hoft was
embattled apainfl us ; men, corre& in difcipline,
{killed in the art of war, of tried valor ; command-
ed by officers confpicuous for bravery, addrefs and
experience. To thefe were oppofed the hale and
robult fons of freedom, accuftomed to hardfhip,
“bold and refolute, firmly attached to the principles
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of civil and religious liberty, and exafperated be-
yond {ufferance by ihe tyranoic meafures of an im-
perious defpot. This illuftrious band of heroes
was ftigmatized with the name of cowards ; ever);
epithet of reproach and coutempt, which language
could furnifh, was applied to provoke and infult
them. But contemptibie as our enemics efteemed
them, they humbled in duft the arrogance of the
Britith empire, vanquilked tiie regular armies fent
to {fubdue them, and exhibited this important leflfon
to the world, that millions are not able te fubju-
gate a gallant people, fighting in the caufe of free-
dont.

Gur revolution was a wa fare of the rights
of man againft the will of lawlefs power; of virtuc
2aainfl iniquity ; the iffue was the victory of juftice
over oppreflion. The flame of enthufiaim, which
was kindled oa the plaias of Lexington, diffufed
itfelf with ele&ric velocity, through the continent.
A generous ardor to engage in the protetion of
our country, and every right, that man decms fa-
cred and valuable, warmed and encouraged every
virtuous bofom. Teo numercus are the fignal
deeds of bravery, which were achieved in the
courfe of the war, to be rehearfed. The high
grounds cf Charleftown will teltify the undauntexl
courage, which rcpulfed the regular attacks of a
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?armidabie enemy, and cxalted the troops of
America to the charaler of heroes. But America,
though generally fuccefsful, was dovmed to exsne-
rience the difapnoiutment and calamit.es of adverfe
fate. DBefore the brilliant exploit at Princeton, 2
dark cloud of misfortune obfcured our hemifphere,
Ti en was the crifis of the revolution. Aund this
eat and glorious enterprife, while it reflc@ed
hwh honor on-its projeétor, revived the defpond-
ent fpirits of our countrymen. It would be an
inviduous tafk to make partial mention cof thofe
{lluftrious chara&ers, who fought the kattles of
the rev u;uuon. We remember the renowned he-
roes, who l=d our armiies to the ficld of vx&ory,
whofe blood was nobly fhéd for the happ nefs of
}"On"‘: l") And their c"onsyanxcns in glory {han
never be toxgottcn. Patrictifm has ercéted mon-
umenis to thcxr fame. Virtue has written their
bleffedd names in bright and durable impreffions on
- the affctions of our hearts. Liberty has adorned
ner tcnple with their .god!ikc‘ figures. The cham-
pion of the revolution, the faviour and Senefa&or
of his count‘ry, whofe afhes are inherfed in the
tomb, and whofe divine fpirit is tranflated to tafte
the blifs of faints, will forever command the ap-
plaule and veneration of grateful freemen. What
C
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a great, what an immortal chara&ter has be left
behind | His example is worthy all imitation. On
comparifon, every ancient and moderrn name is loft
in obfcarity. His fame fhines with a pure and
brilliant luitre. He redeemed you, nunder the an-
fpices of God, from flavery. His wiidom con-
ftrufted the becantiful columns of your national
peace and profperity. Does this cbuntry embrace
in its bofom men, bafe cnough to forget his exalted
fervices, wicked cnough to blacken the brightnefs of
his reputation ? Truth biulhes to record the fa&.

“* .We are now free frum the ftern power of
Biitain ; free ficm a nation, who opprcﬁld and
then toak up arms to affert her hnjuﬂ pretenfions ;
who marked her path with laPlDC "and defolation 3

who defl royed public 3nd priva tC])l‘OpCl ty without
neceffity, or difcrimination ; who deiighted in the

conflagration of dwellings of elegance ; who cxult-
ed at the fight of the wrc;chcd vi&tims of her fe-
rocity and revelled in the ruin of innocence and
happinefs. * She im-'"itcd the Indians to join her in
the work of carrage ; and even the{e monfters of
cruelty fhe excelled'in the tortures, which the in.
fi%ed on our brave citizens.  With favage com-
placency fhe erjoyed the agonics of the expiring
captive. Our unfortunate countrymen. when ta-

ken, were configned withont compaffion to the
. ~——— .
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difmal recefs of prifon fhips. Here they miferi-
bly perithed for want of fuftenance. But all thefe
aggravated misfortunes are lefs than the burden of
civil and religious evils, which we fhould have
fuftained under the corrupt and cppreflive govern-
ment of Britain. Thefe facrifices, great as they
are, are a cheap purchafe of the bleflings of inde-
pendence and freedom,

Americans, you have experienced the con-
vulfions and terrors of war ; you know the felici-
ties of {overcignty and peace. Refolve by the
venerable names cof thofe, who fell in arms defend-
g your liberties, and whofe bones whiten your
fields, that you never will fubmit again to foreign
dominion. Let no weak jealoufy divide, let no
intrigue diftract your nation. You are invincible:
‘The world cannot conquer you. |

After the ftorm of war was over, and thé
rainbow of peace fet in the fky, a work of great
magnitude and difficulty prefented itlelf. We
had no adequate fyflem cf government. A com-
pa& was framed and articles of confederation fet-
tled. But this form exhibited all the features of
imperfeltion. It was void of that energy, which
is requifite to controul the conflitting paffions of
man. It was not {ufficient to regulate the various
and oppofite interefts of an extenfive and increaf-
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ing community. The nation fenfible, that this
weak fhip was not competent to bear them in {afe-
ty over the waves of public commotion, abandon-
ed her without relutance. In the congregation
of fages a harmonious, free and benign conftitution
was crected ; compofed of materials, proof againft
every thing but national corruption. Here many
have fuppofed is the great defe@. For they hold
it 2 maxim in polities, that no people can long ex-
iff, who enjoy fo large a portion of liberty. Let us
demonftrate to the world, that we can live in or-
der, without having a whip of fcorpions brandifhed
over our heads. QOur conftitution is defigned for
a community of virtuous, patriotic and enlighten-
ed citizens, Human wifdom cannot conftrut a
f}'flca_x of' government bctier adapted to the nguIa-
tion and happinefs of this defcription of men. The
vital principle of all republics is integrity. Difc
{enfion is their mortal enemy. No government
is {o ftrong as this, in which the laws are obeyed
from affe@ion. None {o unftable and contemp-
tible, when ambition ufurps the place of merit;
thﬁ offices of Lkonor are conferred on the vie.
cious ; when men and not laws affume authority.

But while we expatiate on the €xcellence of
our national }a\vs; and wifh for their continuance
and pure adminiftration, fa&ion rings the alarm snd
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difcord waves her torch. Already has a wicked
party, proud of authority, and irritated by the op-
polition of fuperior virtue and talents, boldly at-
tempted to fubvert the conftitution ; to deftroy
this hallowed abede of liberty. |

The judicial department, the guardian apQ
pointed to prote& againft executive and legiftative
ambition, to fit in judgment on our lives znd pro-
perty, has received a poifoned arrow from the
hand of revenge. The unwife redu®ion of the
national revenue, although it may occafion a tem-
porary relief, will, is its confequences, cmbarrafs
the public and increafe the burden of individual
induftry. The quantity oftaxes, previcus to thzir
abolition, was no more than adequate to difcharge
the public debt in dve feafon, and meet the expenc-
es of the national governmeut. Their apportion.
ment was the beft that couid be made. In what
docs the cconomy of this party confilt ? In a
wafteful beflowment cf what they fave, on their
favorite partitans. Why fhould I meation in de-
tail the blunders and perverfe meafures of the min-
iftry, when it is apparent tothe weorld, that they
intend to degrade the nation and arreft her inthe
career of profperity ! Even their great chief does
not heiitate to vielate the conftitution to gratify

D

4




i4

his domeflic and foreign friends. But the Pre-
fideot, vifionary man, claims our indulgence.
His official condu@ has difplayed his true charac-
ter-; it has funk him from the {tation of a phxlofo-
pher and ftatefiman to the low rank of vulgar fame,
It is correfpondent to the great plan fettled for your
moral and civil ruin, to deprefs the modeft and

virtuous, and exalt the profligate. Hence your
national treafury, in contempt cf the pative talents
of America, is filled by a foreign fugitive, whofe
manners are hoftile to the genius of your govern-
ment. Hence men of refplendent abilities ard in-
tegrity are cxpelled from office to make place for-
unprincipled citizens of our ‘pwn country. |

But we truoft there is yet too much virtue a.n;d
intelligence in the community, to be long deceived
by naked profeflions, when the deeds of thefe men
fpeak their cwn condemnaticn. ‘Thofe who de-
claim loudeft on the fubjet of liberty are notal-
ways the heft friends of the people.  Watch this
party. ‘Their principles are baneful to the felicity
of your natinn their adminiftration has already
fhaken the foundation of government, and covered
with difgrace the charalter of your republic. But
the ftarlefs night of democrzcy is pafling away, and
the bright day of federalifm faft returning.
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Uader the original adminiftratior of our go-
vernment America advanced in profperity and hon-
or with a rapidity, beyond example. No people,
in {o fhort a pericd, ever attained fo exalied a
height of renown and happinefs. The fuil enjoy;
hent of the bleflings of gocd government increafed
"thc attachment of every lover of virtue and regu-
1ar liberty to his highly favored land. The max-
ims, upon which the federalifts have a&ed, max-
ims fo;indcd in rcafon, muft be materially purfaed
in the execution of public affairs, or onr prefperity
will decline, and we be invoived in confifion and
civil war, Thefe faQs ought to have been an
admonition to the fi ucceflors of the federal adminif®

tration, not to depart from a {yftem chara&erifed
by wif{dom, and produ&tive oF fuch bappy confe-

gucnécs. "The {pirit of innovation, which prevails,
and has penetrated our public councils, muft be
difccuraged and refifted by the fober reafon of the
nation, or the conftitution wiil wafte before it.

The frequeat recurrence of ele&ion affords
a fafe corre@ive of the evils, which have already
refulted. In ufing this high privilege, it becomes
the friends of order and true liberty, to promote
men of corre& and firn pohtlcal {cutiments, o"
unfullied integrity and ufcful information.
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The exceffive indulgence of party fpirit is
ever hoftile to republics, and ofter their ruin and
deftruttion. It inflames the moft malignant paf-
fions, perverts the judgment, and corrupts the mor-
al feelings. It excites a tempeft in focicty arnd
gives wicked men an opportunity to rife on its vio-
lence. While it rages, honeft chara&ers are {feen
in the walks of retirement, and ambitious dema-
gogues fway the bleody ftepter. It fharpens the
fivord and points it againft friends and kindred. kI
will ravage and defolate our fair laed, if not con-
trouled by the found difcretion of its citizens. To
reftrain its violence in private life is the duty of
every man ; and thofe, who are invefled with au-

therity, are uoder folemn stligation te refift its in-
fluence on their cfficial decifions. It is not to be

expelted, that a goverament ele@ive and free as
our own, will be totally exempt from the agitations
and excefles of liberty. The commotions, which
occafionally difturb the harmony of the public
feene, are dangerous evils, but fuch, as freemen
muft fuffer for their unequalled civil blethngs. At
tl is eventful crifis, itisall important to adminifter
the general government with re&itude 2nd fideli-
tjv, to execute its nowers in fuch an honeft man-
ner, as to reftore aod ftrengthen the national naion,
which ths collifion of party has dimivithed, Forif
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faction fhonld annihilate our great politicai char.
we {hiould have one in its place - written with

ter,

the fword, crimfoned in the blood of patriots.
The unten aad Hiiendly co-operation of the States
sre the pillars, which fuitain cur irdependence.
Deltroy thele, and our freedon and {fovereignty
will fail with them.

he political peiliience, which walketh 1
darknefs and tarcatens to deftroy in the day time,
oroceeds from the {ooth of our empire. It is there
we behold the preachers of liberty, {courging the
{able Afvican, while the equal rights of inan is
their conftant theme. ‘There, are cherifhed and
difeminated principles, which fhock humanity and
mcnace the diffolution of our government.

The progreis of imororel and prophane fen-
timents among our citizeps ; fentiments, which
tend to produce an univerfal corruption of manness
and render us unworthy the enjoyment of civil
freedom, demands the moft decifive difapproba-
tion.. The day is not far diftaut, when virtue wiil
be a reproach, when every veftige of religion and
pure morality will be fwept away in the general
inundation of vice. To delay this evil period the
genius of the country invokes the afliftance of the

taithful, it calls on the minifters of the gofpel. Al.
E
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reddy has Chriftianity -been ridiculed as'the hope of
‘foois ;"iﬁd :Yhé-fBible, the confolation of the juﬂ;
‘been denounced as a grofs iinpofition. Already
has the temple of reafon, in the centre of our coun-
-try, béen ‘ere&ted an the rums of the temple of
God, -and youth invited to become the pupils of
athe:ﬁg, to learn the rudiments of vice. As this
‘horrid fcheme is i-_nténdgd to corrupt and ruin thofe,
in the morning of life ; the young men, by whofe
appointment I have afcended this facred defk, will
permit me to fay ; that we deteft the abominable
-pnncrplcs, which morc abommable men, have cir-
culated among us ; principles which fubvert the
"pl]lars of fociety ; principles, which are repugnant
?O nature ; principles, which debafe man and blal-
pﬁeme his Creator. We afpxre to merit the appro-
‘bation of our country by an unfhaken attachment
to her conftitution ; by a virtuous and upright
courfe of conduct. We are ambitious to attain the
accomplithments of the {uldier and the citizen ; to
cultivate the arts of peace and nrepare for nation-
al defcncc. And fhould our country in danger call
* for our affiftance, we will cheerfully aflume the
habit of war and rifk our lives in her vindication.
We now tender her the unwafled ardor and vigof
of youth. . Under-the mild authority of our laws,
we rejoice and with not to outlive their exiftence.
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While we deplore the calamities, which war
has {pread over the face of Evrope, w= congratulate
her on the reftoration of peace. The great and
terrible nation, tired out by the flaughter of mij.
lions, has reclincd her bloody limbs under the fhade
of the olive. The origin of this accurfed war,
however plaufible, was a rcfllefs and cruel ambi-
tion j its progrefs has urfolded fcenes of horror,
which exceed the power of defcription. They
pretended to give liberty to countries, which fub-
mitted to their arms; " The peace they gave was
the fleep of death. They murdered quiet citizcn/,
and then rifled their treafures to rcward themfelves
for the havec tl}ey commutcd Their principles
ruined what the bayonet ﬂbared Apd a large and
falr portion of Europe naw mourns the defoiation
and infamy, which thefe demons have cmaxlcd

upon it. Every page of this horrid revolution bluh-
es with the blood of mnocencc. Such have been
the moral and civil evils, which this corrupt,

faithle(s and abandoned nation have propagated
among mankind, that it is almo{_t virtuous to with,
that an earthquake would fink their polluted land,
that Frenchmen and fea-monfters might form a
republic of liberty and equality beneath the ocean.
They have been fighting for liberty. WWhat have
they gained by this long, ferocious and unjuft war !
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What their crimes merit ; and what every man of
common fagacity has long expedted ; the moft abfc-
lute defpotifm on the face of thie carth. Th=
fword of the chief conful commands every thing.
His power no one dares refiit or controul.
Americans, let not the Gallic fons of rapine
and violation form an eftablithment on the confines
of your empire. Long have they wiilied to anni-
hilate your independence, and fattcn on the bloed
of your countrymen. They intend to reftrilt the
aggrandizement of the United States, by {fettling
on your borders a turbulent znd ferocious band of
ruffians, who will devour your commerce acd pro-
mote divilion among you. If they cflablith their
intended colony, 4nd attermpt to excite infuriedtion
and difturbsnce withic your territories, aflembie
your armies, dnd exterminate thefe favage hell-
hounds of war. No law of nations or natare com-
pels you to wait till they have reduced to a cei-
tainty your deftruction. Their deiigns are ob-
vious ; their ambition is boundlefs. The wide
Atlantic does not feparate us far enough from tlss
profligate and murderous nation, We are evén
too near them, when we dweli on the fame globe.
To fecure the enfoyment of peace and prof-
perity, aind iranfinit their rich bieiliogs to larel?
pollerity ;itis requifite to be in 2 ftate of prepare.

-
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tion to rc(‘;ft and defeat the ambitious defipns of
external enemies, and to reprefs the faGtious machi-
natiens of Jdomeftic traicors. The moft tranquil
governments fiad it neceffary to fupport and en-
courage a well regulated militia. This is the bul-
wark of naticn:! defence and fafety. Under its
viftorious banrers we obtained the trophies of in-
depeadence ; by its energies, we muft affert the
juftice, honor and felicity of our country. *Before
us, we have a diftingnifhed fpecimen of dilcipline
and emulation ia the profeffion of arms ; a pleafing
evidence that we never fhail be fiaves. Should
war threaten our fhores, the thonder of your can-
ron would proclaim the rights of man, and your
glittering {words chaftife the infolence of invaders.
Io our fituation, having an extenfive line of fea
coaft, and an iacreafing intercourie with other
aations, it is ar objet of immenfe importance to
cftablith and maintain a competent” navy to pro-
te& our expanding commerce from hoftile depre-
dations, and our tities from foreign attacks.
Woeoden walls were an ark of falvation to an an-
cient republic, whea affaulted by a numerous foe.
Our refources enable us to appear with equal ma-

jefty on the ocean and land. No nation can ac-
F

® Addreffed ¥ Capts Paimer's Company of Artillery,
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complifh our {ubjetion, if we preferve nnien, and
conftantly be in preparation to vindicate our righis
and dignity. |
Whcre on the globe can we find a nation fo

free, happy, and profperous, as America ? Virtu-
pus, redned, intelligent, induftrious amid abun.
dance. Ina clime temperate and falubrious, eg1al-
ly diftant from polar cold, and the feorching ardor
of a vertical fun. Living under the influence of
mild laws ; the moft rigid execution of which, nev-
er made anhoneft man mifcraBlc. The luxuriance
of our vales and hills fupplies the ftorehouie of lh\.
hufbandinan with plenty. The artifan finds cn-
couragement and ample reward in tranzforming
the materials, which the country furnithes in profu-
fion. The fails of our commerce whiten the ar&ic
feas, and fwell in the gentle brcczcs of the torrid
zonc. In the perfe& enjoyment of the bounties of
nature, and the bleflings of heaven, we have tbc
firongeft inducement to love our happy country ;
to adore and praife the all-wife Power, that rules
Jts deftiny. | |

« Let us cultivate harmeny with cacii other
cherifh the {pirit of patriotifi ; venerate religion ;
avoid the embarraffment of forcign aliiarces ; ob-
ferve with good faith engagements with otl‘cr na-
tions ; guard againft intrigue z2nd faction ; frowa
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with indignation on vice ; refpe& and promote
virtue ; and yicld a cheerful acquicfcence to the

wiie execution of our laws. Then wiil our inde-
pendence reft on an immovable foundation ; and
peace with all her deligbtful train forever inhabit
and blefs this land. ‘Then will our profperity
bloom in perpetual fpring ; and the fame of Ame-
rica expand and brighten, till the deflioying angei
fhail anrounce an end to the world and time !
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