ORATION

IN TIIE

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH,

Brookinn,

JULY 4th 1851,

ON THE OCCASION QF THE

SEVENTY-SIXTH ANNIVERSARY

OF OUR |

NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE.

e R

BRCORLYN .

“0 LEES & FOULKES, PRINTERS, COR. FULTON & FRONT STREETS,



ORATION.

Frinnos AND Farrow Crrizene:

There are iimes and =easons when it {s
roper far mn, in traveling the journey of
ife. to pause and take a retro~pect of the
ast, that they may xee wha. progress they
ave made, and whether they have devia-

ted {rom the right course,~and that they
may also look forward and 1ake as exten-
sive a survey of their futare route, as their
own vision and the surrouanding objects
will permit. No wise man, indeed, will
allow himself to neglect these proper oc-
casions of sell-examination in regard to the
past, and serivus contemplation of the fu-
ture,

The eame may be said of Nations.
‘With them there are recurrences of impor-
tant epochs, when the peuple nre emphati.
cally called upon to pause and reflect ;---
to contemplate the past and survey the fu-
ture, Can there he a more fitiing occasion
for such a pause and for such examination
than apun the arrival of another national
birthday T Thisis an annual resting place,
and it will be weil for us to seize tha op-
portuniy it offers to deepen the impressiun
and refresh our recollections of the events
with which it is in every miad aisocia ed.
Circumstances of a momenions character
\bat have lately transpired, and are now
agitating the public mind, give additional
interest 10 these events, and add greatly to
the duty ot the American people, rightly to
appreciate the blessings which flow from
them and which have made us a great and
happy nation,

It is not my intenticn to occupy the brief

time allotted me on the present occasion,
in rcca'f‘irulaling the history ot the Revolu-
tion. That history is too deeply engraven
on the tablet of your meinories, to render
any labor of that kind necessary ; but at a
moment when there arethose insane enoogh
to lay violenl hands upon our blessed
Union,and atiempt (o rend it into fragments;
when there are others, who, it the severance
of the Union be not their avowed object,
sre yet pursuing a course, which,if per-
sisted in by anv very large number of peo-
ple at the North, must ineviiably lead to
thal resull; it will be wed for us to cast
our eyes hack to the past, and see what was
the condition of the country previous to the
formation of this glorious Union,—--what
pains, and laber, and anxiety it cosl our an-
cestors to bripg it inlo existence, and then
take pote of the blessings the whole coun-
try has enjoyed under it, and ot which it
has been the fruitful and still increasing
foqarce,

'The Calonies which were planted in N.

ﬂ

America, and which at the commeacement
of that noble struggle which resulied so glos
riously to them, were commenced at differ-
ent p-riods, by different persons, and for

different purpozes, They were distant from
each other, separated by an uvnexplored

wilderness filled with wild beasts, snd wild
men much more to be dreaded than the most
savage and dangerous animals, and had lit-
tle communication or sympathy for each
other. They were neither all of une race
or langnage ;: nor was there a commuonity
of interestor religion to bind them together
as one p-ople. 8o tar from .his, there ox-
isted among some of them strong feelings
of hostility, growing out of those embitterad
religious contests that bad disturbed the
peace of England before they had !eft their

arent (and for these,then western wilds.,
Pl‘hea Cavalier of Virginia, Maryland and
South Caralina, saw in the New-Englander
the same sturdy, bigotted Puritan, who had
kindled his ire, and against whom he had
drawn his sword in the conflicis between
puritanism and prelacy, or protestantism
and papistry in Old England, And the
Puritan beheld his old enemies settled upoen
the same continent but at such a disiance
and beyond such intervening obstacles, that
there was little prospect of their ever being
brought into proximity or association with
each other,

Between these, and the staid, cool and
imperturbable settlers of New Amsierdam,
there was as little affinity or intercourse,
and sometimes even hostilities. Such were
the disjointed members of that confederac
which was afterwards formed, and whic
eventnally became a well cemented Union,

Aad what, et me ask you, ‘ellow citizens,
were thuse causes---poweritul indeed, they
muast have been-~.which overcame the re-
nulsive force of these xcattered members,and
united them in a firm, fraternal national
band 1--what were the causes which brought
the Cavalier, the Round-head, and the satur-
dy Dutchman to forget former antipathies, to
embrace as brothers, and to pledge their
lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor
to stand by each other in the deadly conflict
they had embarked in %

It wasthe love of Liberty; it wasa firm
resolve never to be deprived of the righis of
freemen, They and their fathers had sought
these western fands, had sundered the ties
of kindred and of neighborhood, had left the
hearth stones oftheir infancy and manhood,
had bid adien to the scenes and comnpanions
of their youth, and the hallowed graves of
their ancestors, hadl braved the dangers of
a voyage, notthen as now, a mere pleagure
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"~ excursion, but attended with perils and pri-

vationsof which we have but a faint idea,
aad landed upoa * rockbound,” coll, inhos

itable shores ; had encountered cold and

unger and sickness in an inclement season,
wiih no covering but the canopy of the hea-
vens, and nothing to sustain them but their
abiding faith in Divine pr_tection and guod-
ness, and their own indomitable energies,
They were inured to toil, privations, dan-
gers and hardships; but for a.l these, they
had the ineslimable blessing which they pri-
zed above everything else oun earth, ' free-
domto worship God" alier their own man-
ner, and in accordance with the dictates
ol their own consciences.  Flere, they
tasted the sweets of Liberty; here, they were
subjeci 10 no capricious whim of a petty
tyraat; to nou Star-chamber inquisitions,
arbitrary fines and imprisonments; to no
brutal and blood thirsty judge, with jaries
ready to do bis bidding, and cousign inno-
cent viclims by scores to the gallows and
the givbet. They were too insignificant
and too tardistant to aitract the notice of
those whose tender mercies were craelty,
and whose protection woul! have been tha:
which the woll gives to the lamb, or the
Eastern satrap to the unforianate and pov-
erty-stricken inhabitants of his district,
whot be robs and oppresses,

Thus, fortunately, lor & time left to them-
selves, our ancestors, as the inhabitan!s ol
all pew countries are. became a hardy, in-
dustrious, religious, liberiy-loving people;
and they took care thattheir children shoulid
be trained up in the way they should go.
With danger they were [amiliar, for they
warred not less with the primeval, inter-
minable, unbroken forest, than with the
savage foe with which it was filled, and
whose hideous yell was but too often the
first intimation they had of his immediate
presence, and of the appalling fa:e that
awailed some portiops al ieast of their tam.
ilies,

But they “increased and multiplied.”—

Industry and enterprise, as they ever
do, found their rewards, Tlew fared
sumptuously, bot few also lacked

the necessaries of Jife; and all, as a
people, went on increasing in comforl
and wealth, improving their farms, exten-
ding their settlemenis, and enlargiog Lheir
commerce, uatil their prosperity finally at-
tracledthe altention of the guverninent of the
mother County, and excited the cupidity of
unjust ministers of the Crown, and then
commenced that ever memorable conflict
between haughty, insolent, and domineer-
ing power, and the indomitable sgpirit of
civil liberty, This contest went on for
vears before hostilities commenced. Jobn
Adams has said, that the * revolution wag
twenty yearsold when the warbegan.” The
steps taken by the British ministry to treat
ths American Colonies as 8 cenquered peo-
pie, and not as British subjecis

the rights of those who dwejt in England,
were taken cautiously, and, as it were,
hy stealth, but they were waiched by jealous
rves, sagacious men, and sturdy Ireemen.
Nut an inch could they advance unpergeiv-
ed, No disguise, however well assu-
med—no sophisiry boweverspecious conld
deceive or impese upon those * who knew
theirrights, and knewing, dared maintain.”

The parpose ol the British government,
that is, to levy a tax upon lhe colonies
without their consent.---to tax them unre-
presented in Parliament,--s0on became
apparent to the more sagacious and
lynx-eyed patriots of that day.--ibe
Franklins, the Adamses, the Henrys,
and the Randolphs ;---and a com-
mon danger, amd common grievances
naturalily brought about an interchange of

)

aving allito couateract the

opinion betwecn the leading men in oppesi-
tion to the objectivnable measures. residing
in differentand distan: colonies, Each col-
ony. or at least several of them, had their
separate quarrels with their Royal Govern-
ors, in addition to the common complatuts
of the whole against the ministry, and these
were by no means calculated to reconcile
the people to such measures as the Stamp
Act, the tax upon tea, the Boston Port Bill,
&e., &e., orto allay the irrilation of the
public mind.

'The acts I have glluded to were not so
oppressive as they were obj-ctivnable in
principle, They were subversive ol tho
rights ot freemen, which was cause enovgh
for resistance to those who well knew the
cautious and stealthy pace with which arbi-
trary power advances, and the grest pains
it takes to lull the suspicions of those, upon
whose necls it would bind the shackles of
tyranny. It was not the amount they were
called upon to pay that they objected to, but
it was the assumption of the power, without
right, to make them pay anything, however
trifling. It was the great Erinuiple which
is the very basis of civil liberly, for which
they contended ;---namely, that no freeman
can be taxed but by himsell ¢r his represen-
tatives, .

In speaking of the resistance of our an-
cestors to the power assumed by the British
ministry, totax America without giving her
a voice in Parliament.--those who are not
familiar with the history of those times—
who have not had access to the private cot-
respondence and diaries of the actors of
\hose days, may suppose that the people
were all of one sentiment, and were actua-
ted by one imEulse in their resistance to the
measures of the ministry. Such, however,
was not the case; the diary and letters ot
John Adams, covering a period of time from
1755, down to the latter part of 1777, show
us how much and what constant Jabur was
required to enlighten the public mind upon
the great and vital questions then agtiaied,
and what unceasing efforis were necessary

Fnﬂucnce and machina-

!



tions of the agents of the crown in this coun-
try.

Mr. Adams and other friends of the peo-
ple, were in those days irequently catled
upon (0 address large meetings, upon the
topics 1hen in contruversy between the col-
onists and the crown or its officers, and his
able ien was in constant reqaisition, to re.
fute the pretensions put furith by* them, and
toelucidate, sustain and enlorce the p-inci.
ples of libeny, for which, he and his com.
peers were sirennously conlending.

In his Auto-Biographv, Mr. Adamssavs
"It was { believe, in 1772 (it was in 1773)
that Gouvernor Hutchinson, in an elaborg ¢
speech 10 buth Houses, endeavored to con-
vince them their cunstituents, and the world.
hat Parliament was our sovereign legisla-
ture, and had aright to make laws lor us jn
All cases whatsoever, 1o lay taxes on all
things external and internal, on land as
well as on trade.”---The House appuinted a
Committee to answer this speech, and a
most elaborate and rriumphant reply was
drawn up by Mr. Aidame, altho’ he was not
then a wember ol the Honse, ind publish-
ed.-~Mr. Adam~ saon after entered into a
controversy in the public prints, with Gen-
eral Braitle, one ol 1he King’s officers, upon
subjects then in dispute beiween the friends
of civilliberty, and the friends ot the minis-
try---of this controversy he afterwardy »poke
as follows in his Auvw-biography:-.-** The
minds of all men were awakened and every
thing was cagerly read by every vne who
could read, Thnese papers accordingly,
contributed 10 spread currect opinions cor-
cerning 1the itnportance of the indr?mdvnce
of the Judg-s 1o liberty, and salety,”” @ * »
The principles developed in these papeis
have been very penrrally, indeed al-
tmost universally, prevsalent among the
people of Americk fror that time.”
---These were but a small portion ol th~
effusions of his pen, which were widely
circolated among the people, and tenued to
give them correct notions in regard 1o their
righte, and the unwarraniable assumplions
of the ciown, Therame and similar sub-
jects were also discussed Ly able minds in
other colunivs ; so that the people might be,
if they were not thoroughly imbued with the
principles of liberty. They were clearly
and eloquently taoght their rights and  pri-
vileges,---their atlention was kept alive,
and their j-alous watchfulness of these
who aimed at subjngating 1hem, stimula.
ted to the highest degree. Nevertheless
there were two pariies,- -the party ot power
and the Liberty pariy.-~and 1 requirid ne
small degree of resoxation, firmness and
moral courage, for men in those days. to
step forward, and become leaders in the con.

test againsl 1he Biitish crown, thes in the |

plenitude of 11s puwer and lately victorious
over a great and gallant ngtion,

away their chances of official elevation,
and the privilege of basking in the egp-
shine of royal favor, for what, to many,
seewried adesperate chance of effectual re-
sistancelo usorpation. How they felt,.—
how they reasoned, and how they acted,
may be judged from the language of Mr,
Adams, on the occasion of his preparing
the an«wer of the House, before relerred to,
to Governor Hutchinson’s speech. In a
letier to his friend Tudor. he says, “can I
describe to you, my dear Tudor, the state
of my miod at thattime ? [ had a wife
and soch awjfe! 1 had children---and
w hat children’ * ' . . .
In thix situation, 1 rhould have thought my-
self the happiest man in the world, {1
could have retired to my little hut and for-
ty acres, which my fither left me in Brain-
tree, and lived on potatoes and sea weed
for the rest of my life. But 1 had 1aken a
part, ] had adopted a system, 1 had encour-
aged my lellow citizens, and I could not
abandon them in conscience nor in henor,
[ determined herefore to ses friends and
enemies at defiance, and follow my own
hesf, judgmeng{ whatever might fall tHere-
on. ~

Such were the feelings, and such the re-
solution which nerved the leading men of
that day, and tore them on, through almost
insarmountable difficrulties and discourage-
tents, and throvgh long years of gloum and
upcertainty, to the final and glerious con.
summation of American Independence, It
was no holiday labor they had to perform ;
it was no child's play, the part they acted.
Many who co.op:rated in the outset, cor-
dially and zealously with thetn, becoming
either di~heartened, or alarmed, or entice-

'ed by promisrsand rewards from those in

power, lell « f and joined the Tories, But
such things neither lesssened the zeal, nor
for a moment shook the confidence of the
<tern patriots who had resolved upon tiber-
ly or death, ‘I'hey had screwed their cour-
ags to the sticking point, and the word
“ 14il” was not permitied to enter their vo-
cabulary,

But there were those who were faithful to
the cause, that were uuprepared for the
areat step which wastak«n in the revolu-
tion, declaring the Culunies independent,
and were even shocked at the suggestion of
such a procedure! Will yoa believe it,
[elow cilizens, that when this idea Grst got
out through a private letier «which had been
intercepied, and published by order of Gen-
eral Gage, the anthor was shunned, even by
mebers of the Cungress i "76, a8 a dan-
gerous person! Mr, Adams was the wri-
ter of that lett-r, and after its publication,
he says, * I was avoided like a man baving
the leprosy. | walked the streets of Phila-
delphia in soliude, borne down by the

'They | weight of care and unpopularity.” And

wele taking what appeared to cautious men, | this account is confirmed by Dr. Rush, wha

the weaker “de'w

Lhey were throwing | says, ¢ 1saw this geatleman (Mir, Adams)
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wiik the streets of Philadelphia alone, af- |

ter the pablication of his intercepied letier |

'

in our newspapers, in 1775, an object of
nearly universal scorn and detestation!”—

their posterity, and may that posterity never
prove unworthy of such an ancesiry, De-
generste indeed muost they have become,
when they shall have lorgotten WasniNa:

Buch, fellow-citizens, was the odinm which | ToN and his associftes and the soldiers ot

in Philadelphia fell upon those who dared
even to hint at independence, as late as the
fall of 1775, some months afier the batile of
Bunker's Hiil, and after General Washing-

the Revolution—of Bunker Hill, Benning-
ton, Saratoga, Trenton, Monmouth, Ger-
mantown, Brandywine, Guillord, Eataw,
and Yorktown ; or when these namesshal}

ton had taken command of the American | nut raise a glow of naljonal pride, and make

Army! Am ] not then borne out,in saying |

that the labor of 1hose great men who pre-
pared the public mind for separation fiom
the mother country—who led the way to
independence, and who toiled in Congress

to sustain the Army and i1he conflict in the |

long years ol a doubtful strogeie, and of
gloomv prospects, woano holiday labor—
no drawing-room amusement? Nothing
leas than the most sacred conviction of the
Iustneaa of their canse, the inborn lave of
iberty which belongs tofreemen, and a firm
reliance on the goodness and justice of that
Providence who had ever watched overthe
destinies of North America, could have sus-
tained and encouraged thrm in those times

thai literally and emphatically *“ tried mzn’s |

souls.”
But they were borne up and through al}
trials, hardships, and difficuliics, and had

the saiisfactivn of sering their country take |

her place among the nations of the earth,
as their acknowledged equal. And here a
reflection isforced upen us. John Adams
was the {irst minister who represented the

them feel that they have noble blocd cour-
sing in their veins,

Peace came at length, but found the coun-
try prosirate and helpless. It had wiitbin
it=eit ample recuperative powers, but such
was its ushuppy condition that they could
not be brought into action, M was like a
sirong mun paralyzed, or a powerlul ma-
chine, whose paris were not so united as o
imake a whole, and perforin the functions
for which it was designed,

The old Confederation, which had ceost
Congress and the Legis!atores of the States
five years of anxicus labor e'er it was final-
ly adopted by the whole thirteen, had, from
the very first, been a weak, ineflicient, im-
praciicable form of government, wholly dis-
appointing the expectations ol the majority
ol its Iramers. ‘T'he greaterror of it lay in
the tact thar itdid not form 1the States, and
the proFLE of all the States, into a nalional
government, but merely agelomerated them
together as separate and independent Sover-
eignlies, and not aa subordinaile parts of an
entire Nalwn., 1 need not tefl you how

United States at the Court of St. James, | ttlerly powerless it was for all those purpo-

after the peace of ‘83, and the acknowledge.
ment by Great Britain ot our independence;
apd what a contrast must there hSave been
in his feelings when he stood before George
the third, the proud representative Jof a na-
tion of freemen, and when he walked the
streets of Philadelphia ‘‘an object of nearly
aniversal ecorn and detestation,” beeause
he bad in a private let'er dared to hint at |
independence! Amply was he then repaid
for all the odium that had been attempted
to be cast upon him for being six months in
advance of some othér members of Con-

aress, and well might he afford to furget’

their scorn and eontamely,
Wiih the hardships, privations, and sul-

ferings of the American Armies of the rev-

als, you are all familiar, and it is not my

olution, under Washington and his Gener-l

purpose, therefore, lo occupy youor time
with them, The courage, fortitude, pa-
tience and endurance of" those who fought
and bled ir delence of liherty and indepen.
dence, have been fruitfui themes for elo-
quence, until all has bren said thal need be
said, though no more than justice has been
done those brave spirits, now, alas! nearls
all descended to the grave, which muast in
a very short time clase over the Iast of tha
gallant band. Everhonored be their names,
and hallowed their memorles Lhrongh all
iuture ages! They set a noble example to

ses for which a national guvernment was
most needed, during the war, namely, to
raise and equiparmies, and 1o levy laxes
for the suppourt of those armies, He who
has read the numerous leiters of General
Washington, addressed to the *"Continental
Congress,” imploring and beseeching that
body to do what xeemed absolutely necessa-
Iy to preserve even a semblance of an ar-
nty in the ficld,—and recollect the sufferings
both he and his brave companions were en-
during for the want of arms, ammunition,
blankets, ¢lething, choes and siockings ; he
who has tracked them in their weary and
painful march vver the frozen ground to
their retreat a1 Morristown or Valley Forge,
by the blood which their Jacerated feet left
in their foat prints, will require nostronger
evidence of the inefliciency of 1he vld con-
lederacy. For, it was not for want ol A
dispusi.ion to do so, that Congress did not
comply with the urgent and pressing soli-
citations of the commander-in-chief—bat
from the want of power. Ant that they
could dv, was 10 make requisitivns upon the
different States, and in some cases they
might as well have called “spirits Irom the
vasty deep,' as to call for men and money.
It was a slow and tedious process to raise
both, even had every State promptly obeyed
the call made upun her; but unlortunately,
the disposiiion to comply with these requi-
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sitions, was as often wanting, as the ability, { ** in the eyea of foreign powers, a adfes

Every such call must be deoated and deba-
ted, reconsidercd, pustponed, and delayed in
varions ways, uniil, not unfrequeatly, che
time had gone by, when they would answer
the purpose, or meei the exigency for wkich
they were required, and then this fact was
dishonorably seized upon as an excuse for
criminal inactiun,

Still, however, the cause of liberty and
independence was sustained,~and it is al-

T

¢ guard againet foreign encreachntents?
‘ gl'he imbecility of our government, even
‘“ foroids them 10 treat with us: cor am~
‘‘ bassadors abroad are the mere pageants of
“ mimic sovereignty.”

After torther remarks, in a similar strain,
Mr. Hamilion most trothfully says, ¢ The
gredt and radical vice, in the construction
of the exixting confederation, ig in the prin.
ciple of * LeoistaTion” for Srares or Go-

most & miracle that it was,—~by the ardor | verRNMENTS, in theit CoaroraTk or Cov.-

of the people. and by the fortunate circum-
stances that Congress were enabled to bor-
row money in France, Holland and Spain,
and to form a treaty ofalliance, cffensive and
defensive, with 1he first mentioned nation,
who aidec’l us with land and naval lorces, as
well as money. But when the excitemeni,

the pressure, and the danger of the war was |

removed, and the confedetation was Jeft (o
perform by itseil the operations of 8 nation-
al goverament, ils weakness became siill
more apparent and palpable, What the
condition ot the couniry then was under
this feeble government, I shall let a promi-
neat actor in the public affairs of thatevent-
fal day describe. In the 15th namber of
** The Fuderalist,” the joint production of
Hamilton, Madison and Jay, the {oruer
uses the following language: *‘ We may
‘“ indeed, with propriety, be said 10 have
‘“ peached almost the )ast stage of national
“humiliation, There is scarcely anylhing
‘““ that'can wound the thle, or degrade the
‘“character, of an independent ~people,
“which we do not experience. Are ' here
' engagements, tothe performance of which
'"we are held by every tie respectable among
“men? These are the subjects of constant
‘“and unblushing violation. Do we owe
* debts to foreigners, and to our own citi-
" zens, contracied in a lime o imminent
‘“ peril, for the preservation of vor political
‘‘existence 7 These remnin without any
‘s proper or satislactory provision for their
'“discharge. Huve we valuable territories
‘“ and important posts in the possession of a
* foreign power, which, by express siipula-
‘“ tion, ought long since to have been sur-
‘“rendered 1 I'here are still retained, to the
" prejudice of ourinterests noi less than our
‘“rights. Are we in a condilion to resen
‘“ or o repel the aggies-ion T We have nei-
** ther truops, nortreasury, nor government
‘“ Are we even in a condition to remonstrae
‘“with dignity T The just imputa ions on
"our own 1aith, in respect to the same tr-a.
Ly, ought first 10 be removed. Are we en.
' titled b:y nature aud compact, to a free par-
‘! tioipation in the pavigation of the Mis-
“ sis8ippi 7 Spain cxcludes usfrom it, s
'* pablic credit an indispensable reaocuree in
“limeof publicdanger? We seem tohave
‘“ abdndoned i1s cause as desperate and ir-
“ retrievable, "Is catnmerce of importance
‘* to national wealtht Ours is at the low-
‘* ext'polnt of declension. Is respeciability

LEcTivE CariciTies, and as coniradistin.
guished from the I[NbpiviDuars of whom
they consist.”

Such was the old Confederation :—Under
it, the nation was in a state cf atrophy,---
prostrate, helpless, and rapidly sinking inlo
mter imbecility, contempt and dissolation.
n thus condemning it, I do not presume to
cast censure upun those by whom it was
formed. Its authors and architccts were

| wize and patriotic men, but they were strik-

'lion-

ing oul a new path; they were commencing
A new work, and though they endeavore
lo concentrate upon it, all the rays of light
which could be collected {from 1he experi-
ence of the past, which glimmered throogh
the histories of Gieece and Rome, and of
the Cantons of Switzerland and the United
Provinces of Holland, yet, when thus col-
lecled, these cast but a dim and feeble lighi
upon their path---it was, in truth,

“No light, but rather darkness visible,”

It was not to be expected that they could
create a perfect form of government, even’
if there had been ne prejudices nor jealous-
ies to encounter. Bual of these there were
many and strong,

But when the impotency of the confeder--
alion had been fully demonstrated by expe-
rience---when the condition of the country
under it was such as Mr. Hamilton, in the
language I have quoted, described it ---the
general cry was, whai shall be done? We
must have commerce ; we must have trade ;
we must have credit; we must bave mili-
tary lorce to repel the aggressions of the
Indians; we must pay the debts the nation
conwracied to carry on the war of indepen-
dence; we mustdo justice (o the Officers
and Suldiers of the revolation ; and to do
this, we must have a more efficient govern-
ment, @ more perfect and effective Union.

‘The idea of revising the articles ot the
confederation, wilh a view to strengthen the
hands of the government, by giving it pow.
er (o regulate commerce, and to do other
matters, which that instrument did not au-
thurise them ‘o do,was first started at Mount
Vernon, in 1785. The Virginia Legislature
led the way in appointing commissioners to
meet conmissioners, from orher States, {or
this purpose at Annapolis, Five other States
uply,complicd with her suggestion, and sent
cominirsioners or delegates, 1o that conven-
Upon meeiing and comparing their



8

powers,theae were found to be wholly inad.
equate !0 the task necessarv 10 be done, to
say nothing of the fact, 1hat not a majorily
of the Staiea wererepresented, The resul:
was that this convention only drew up and
adopteda recommendation for the assem-
blage of anuther conveniion at Philadelphia,
in which ail the Siates should be represen-
ted with powers adeqnate to the accom-
plishinent of the desired reformation of the
government,

Thisrecommendation was complied with
by each State, and the Conventivun assem-
bled in Mav, 1787 But ithough this body
comprised some of the wi-est, most experi.
enced and patriotic men of the nation,
among whoin were WasHiNnGTON, FRANK-
LN, SarrMan, Manison, and HaminTon, it
had underiaken no urdinary or holiday task.
It waa soon prereeived that in reforming the
old Confederation, and endeavoring tv adap
it to the exigencesof the country, it mus
be utlerly demolished, and a new edifice
erected in ity place, Tu tear away from
the very foundation, one form of gevern-
ment, and to erect another of a different
form on its ruins in a peaceful manner, was
what had never helore been accomjlished
by any natiun upon the earth., Neverthe-
less, il was necessary that this should be
done, and it was done, [ takes not long to
say this; but the great wotk itself was not
80 quickly or easily dispatched, [ ecoula
not adequately describe, were I to attempt
it, the obstacles and the difficulties which
beset the Convention on every side, and at
every step they advanced j---old prejudices
and conflicting opinions were to be over-
come and reconciled---jarring and clashing
interesis were to be harmonised. Thelarge
States tenacious of their power, demanded
that each should be represented in the Na-
tional Legislature according to their popu-
lation ; while the »mall Siates, jealous of
the large, fearful ol being overwhelmed and
annihilated by them, and claiming 10 stand
on an cquality +i.h them, as States, were
unwilling 1o aloupt any rule or article that
would make them mere satelitea of ihe
large Siaws.,  Fow these difficalties, after
much discus<ion and anxiovs cunsuliation,
were overcome and setiled, you all know-..
the large Srates retain theiv ascendancey in
the Huouse ot Representatives, while the
small States are paced upon an cqualhy
with them in the Senate, This wax, per-
baps, the only pussible mode in which 1he
conflicting cluims of the States could have
been compromized, and a wiser one could
not have been devised.

Angther question pre<ented difficulties al-
mos<t inruperable, vpon which sectional
feelings were en isted---thar question which
has ol late years #so deeply agitated, and
still agilates the country. But, thanks 10 &
kind Provilence, there was a spirit of pa-
irtofic conciliaticn pervading that body ol

all things,---which made the rough places
smooth, laid bridges across deep chasms,
and brought men entenaiuing irreconcilas
ble opinions, 10 act 1og-ther in unity and
concord, Mav that Divine Spirit ever per-
vade the peeple of thie land, in its whole
lengih and breadth, and cause them, follow-
ing the example ot 1heir lathers, 10 yield
somewhat of their opinions and prejadices,
that peace and conco:d, prosperity and hap-
piness may cover Lthe land as the watere cov-
er the sea,

The Constitution was hrought in‘o exist-
ence by compromise, Had each member
uf the Convention, and each section of the
country adhered pertinaciously and ane
yieldingly to its own views und wishes, the
delegates must have separated without ac-
complishing the glorious work which stands
a3 an everlasting monument ol their for-
hearance, concilialory spirit and wisdom,
What the coudition of 1his countiy wonld
now have been had they thus separated,
and whatthe contrast belween what it wonld
have been, and what it now is, 1 must leave
to the imaginaiion of those who may refiect
upon the subject. May our own and all
future generations, prove themselves not
lexs wise, patriotic and concilialory than
those who lefl us 1he inestimable Jeghcy of
the Constitution aud the Union,

But, unpropitious as were, at times, the
prospecis of accomplishing the great labor
of 1orming a Constitativn, and strenuous as
had been the efforis ol (hose wise men to
bring their labors 1o a ~uecessfu! result, that
instrament was immediately assailed in the
mo-l furious mauner,and is adoption by
the Staie Cunven ious stienuonsly opposed,
Fourtunately, however, it had able sap-
purters  both in the Siaie Conventiouns
calied to ratily or rdject i, and in
the broader field of publie discussion
through the newspapers,  The various ob-
jecuons which were urged against it, were
taken vp and discussed, in a4 spirit of fair-
ness aad candor, and with a ma~terly abili-
ly, in & seriex ol papers, since co'lected to-
gether and published under the title of
Cithe Federalis),” They were writea as
you all know by Hamivron, Manison and
Jay —men,and ¢ speciatly the first named,
who evinced a knowledge of, and familiari-
ty with the great principles of government,
and the springs of hawman action that seem-
ed almost intnitive. I is scarcely neces-
85Ty 10 say, that these papers exerted a
most sirnal and salutary inflaeice upon
the public mind, by the beanty of their
style, cogency of theirreasoning, the for-
cible manner in which the detzcts of the
old conlederativn were set 1o1th, and the
clear expositions of the Constitution which
the people were catled upun to appruve and
adopt, ‘These papers furm and will con-
tinue to lorm, for all ages to come, a moss

sages, which, guided by wisdom, overcame | lacid expositiva of that proud instrument

/
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which has thus far bound us together as one | vision sober reality. Never, in any part

nation in the bonds of UnN10ON.

of the globe, since the earth was givento

May we not justly take pride to ourselves { man for his habitation, has there been such

that of all those great spiriis to whom we
ar-2 jndebred for that Constitution under

which our country has run a career of pros- |

perity heretofore unexampled in the history
of the world ; New York furnished him who
was second 10 no one in the comprehensive
onwers of his mind,--in the force,beauty,and
ogit of his writings, in his thorough knowl-
edge of the principles of government,--in
the energetic exertion of all his raculiies
to accompli~h the great work of establish.-
ing the Union, in the influence he wa« ena-
bled to wield in the convention at Philadel-
phia and in tharot our own State, which
principally through his effurts, adopted the
Onnstilution, and upon the public mind,
by means of hispen. Ifonr own Bamit-
TONWas nol the principal architect of that
work, i e was second to no one, and is en-
titied 10 stand side by side wit’: his co-labor-
er and compeer, MR, Manie«on,

The jovous feelings which were exhibited
in many parts of the country, but more
especiaily 1n some of the jarge cities, by
celebrations, procesasions, honfires, &c.. ap-
on the formation of the Constitution. were
the best evidences of the depressed condition
of the people under the confederation, and
of 1heir high hopes ot a favorable change
under the new government. Thank Heav-
en, those hopes have not been doomed to
disappoiniment ; =0 far from this, they did
not in their wildest dreams, anticipate the
half that has been realized by their chil-
dren, and their children's children.

Could the genius of America then have
taken our fathers up into an exceeding high
mouantain, and showed them the United
States as the country then was, almoat
entirely covered with boundless forests
through which the wild beasts and the red
man roamed undisturbed; and then by
shilting the scene, exhibiled the Unied
States as they now are, stretching from
ocean to ocean, and f{rom the St. Johns to
the Rio.del-Norte, covered with splendid
cities and flourishing towns,-—-our lakes,
rivers and canala teeming with commerce,
our railroads running in every direction,
through vallies, over rivers, ascending
. mmounlains, creeping along frightlul preci-

gices, and leaping fearful chasms; our

oundless fields ot wheat, corn, cotton and
other productions of the earth ; the three or
four miliions of people multiplied into
twenty-four, among whom inteliigence is
communicated from one extremity to the
other, not only with the speed of lightning,
but by lightning itxel{, what wouid have
been their wonder and amazement }-—surely
they wunld have thought, that, what they
saw was not reality, but a vision, a dream,
a hallocination, conjured up by spirits

of the air, by some Prospero and his tricksy |
Ariel. Buy we, fellow citizens, find the |

aslonishing changes, improvements, and ine-
crease in the physical comforts «f man, as
have heen wilhessed inthis country within
the sixty-two years th4t have passed away,
since the ratification hy the people, of the
Constitution ol the United States. [ wish
[ coul! say that thers had been a corres-
ponding increase in the patriotic attache-
ment of the people to the simplicity of re-
publican institutions, and an equal ime
provement in the morat and religions
character of the country; but [ fear, that
if we greatly excel our fathers in physical
comforis, we fall behind them in some of
those inoral qualitiex which are essential to
form a truly and permanently great nation,

And now, let me ask, my friends, if we

are prepared to tear to pieces that Constitus

tion which was formed with so much labor
and with such a patriotic surrender ot prej-
udices and sectional frelings, under whose
protection the American people have run so
«plendid a career of national prosperity 1
Are we prepared 1o rend that U~xioN asun-
der, and scatter its fragments to the winds
of heaven, which our fathers made such ef-
forts Lo establish 7 Are we prepared tocon-
demu that noble work which they lonked

- upon with so much pride and exultation,

anid pronouncea good? Are we ready to
destroy that which has caused the furests of
the West 1o disappear like the mist belore
the moraing sun, and the tide ot population
0 flovr on, fike the irresistable sweep of the
ocean, driving beiore it the wilderness, the
buftalo and the red man, and carrying with
it induastry, agriculiure and the arts, inteili-
gence, education and religion 7—that which
has whilened every ocean and sea, and riv-
er with our commerce, and brought the pro-
ducts of the whole world to our doors 1---
that which has made us a great, a prosper-
ous, a brave and powerful people ? Look
around you: what do you now see, stand-
ing where you are, or uponthe beautiful
heights of our own city T Every ship and
steamer of the thousands in view, --.every
warehouse and dock of our own and the ad-
joining citv, every spire ot the hundreds
that point like so many fingers up to heav-
en,---all, indeed, that goes 10 make up * the
great emporinm of commerce’ is a monu-
ment to the wisdom of those wholormed the
CoxsTiTuTiON. and established the Uxion,
and a cogentargument in [avor of their fitith-
tal maintainance. Palsied bethe hand that
would touch the first stone of that noble ed-
ifice 1o remove it frem its place, and nerve-
less the arm that i- outstreiched to do it
harm! Lethim who would destrov our
reverence and attachment for the Union,
and persuade us to do aught that should
wealken its foundations, be anathema mara-
natha ; let him walk an ¢bject of scorn and
detestation in our midst, and be shunned by
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every good citizen as oneinfected with mo-
ral leprosy,---a loathed lump of living cor-
ruption, whose touch is pollation,and whose
breath is pestilence !

It i< not 10 be di~guised, fellow citizrns,
that this Union has keenin danver of heing
rent asunlder, ardd that that danger, in som
degree, siill exi~ts. It is not 10 be denved
that there are pottions ot the Am: rican peo-
ple,---lew in namber it v 10 be haped they

" fure said. the sesult of compromise and con-

!

 prervaded the convention that formed it, and

1
[]

views, by each yielding some portion of his
own, for the sake of that which it recuresto
him and his posterity. It was, as| have be.
cescion, and the spirit of patrietisry which

prempled the members 1o mutaal concession

Foritcoald neverhive been formed. Assucha

|

i
F

are,---who are at this moment plotting the

dissolution of the Ugion. and bent vpon
striking ar least one siar from that glorious
flag which is an emblem of the brizhi ga-
laxy of Siates!  We could pity theirinsan-

1'y and torgive their intemperate and indis- |

P

criminate dennnciation of a large poilion
of 'he nation, were il not thuat there isso
much wilful blindne<s, and per-onalan’-
masity mixed ap with that which issheer
prejudice and fully,

Nor =it to be denied that there are (hose

amaong us, who, if they donot awn hostility |

to the Union, are doing, ana persist in do-
ing, whatthey know must bring abett s
destruciion,  Some of them, 1 believe, even
go so farasto avow their hatred to it, and
proclaim their desire to see the Cunstitation
commitied to the tlames! They certainly
do ali intheir power laburing day and night,
to scalter the firebrands of discord and con-
fusion among us. It is to these tanatices,
who have been tor years endeavoring to
prov ke the South to commit some deed ol
rashness which would serve as an excuse
fur agitation on their part, and as a justifi-
cation for their own incendiary acis, that
we are rainly indebled for that stale ol
things which has endangered the stability
of the Uunion, and justly caured such serjous
alarm. It is this class of men, who, disre-
garding the provisions of the Constiration
and the laws made in pursuance thereol,
even when they have solemnly swourn 1o
support it, proless to be bound by =ome
'"“ highes law ™ than that which is the high-
el known to the judicial tribunals of the
band | What “ hicher law " can there be,
fellow.citizens, than the Constitution? [«
W eomscience 7 I s0, and every inan is bound
1o obey his own, then no one 15 bound to

ohey any other, and every one is alaw unto ;

himself; in other words, he may do just as
he pleases, or, as he may please (o say, his
conscrence direets him—which is no more
noc le<s than anarchy or lawlessness—a
stiate of things which all sensible men mast
admit 10 be worse than a despotism, and all
good men deplore,

Bat I witl not oceupy your time in expo-
ctng an Absurdity which is too palipable to
impase upon any ene who has not lost his
tenses in the noise and confusion of fanati-
cismi, INone but a fanatic could seriously
put forth such a nction, and 1« reason with
them, is hut to reason with the inmates of
the Asylum for the insane,

‘The Constitotfon is a compact agreed up-

i
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compact, or agrecinent, therelors, i+ i~ bind.
on al, and in each and all is parts,
v ry section, article, paragraph and word
in it. muast be fqithfully and hoanestly ad-
hered to, abided by, and executed by all, or
it in a drad letier, good tor nothing, aud
binding on no one. This 18 so plain a nro.
asition, 1hat no one in his sober senses,
can or will deny it. 1t followsthen, and is
Just as plain, that it the Constitution is not
hus adhy red 10, abided by, and fsithfully
execulrd by all. or at least enferced by the
undicialtribunals of the land, we shall have
no Natipona!l Government and no Union,
What s it, fellow citizens that makes us,
one and all, prout of the name ot Aineri-
cans 1 Is 1t not because we are conscious
that we constituie a, partol a great and
rowerful nation 7 Is 1t not beciause we
know that .hat nation is enterprising, prus.
peroits, and iucreasing in numberr and
wealth with uuexampled rapidity 1 Is it
not becanse we are aware, that we are re-
spected by the whole civilized world 17 Is i
not hecause we know that weenjoy a great-
er amnoont of freedom, and exercise indivi-
dually, a greater agency in making and ad-
iministering the laws under which we live,
than any other prople T Certainly. There
is not2aa American who plants his foot upon
European soil, but fecls proad of his coun-
iry, and walks with his head as high
as if he were a duke, earl, or baron,--
But what would be his feelings, if
onc of Collins' fast s am+rs, should
bring the news 10 hitn, in London,or where-
ever clse, on that side of'the water it might
reach him, that a number of the States had
seceded j---that 1he Union was broken up,
and that the “Uxitep States’” no longer
existed as a natfonl Whaw in that case
must be his sensations? Would he not
urop his arms, hang his head, and shed bit-
ter tears of mortfication and sorrow -
Would he not desire to flee from the faces
of men, to some secladed spot where he
could hide his shame, and mourn over that
ceuntry, of which he was bat yesterday =o
proud, now struck aut of existence through
the insane infatuation of fanatics and disuui.
onists? My friends, if we would not turn
this “fancy sketch” into sad reality, we
musl, one and sll, doour duty as American
citizens, If we have rights uander ibe Cone.
stitu ion, so have others; and we must re-
member that rights and duties are recipro-
cal. I will not enter into a discusrion of the
subject which has so agitatled, and still agi-
tates the country ; but this I will eay, that,
i{f we expect others (o abide by and suatain

Ny

on by men having different and conflisting | the Constitution, we must not fail iu fulfil.
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ing every obligation that it imposes upon us.
The questicn of Slavery is one which was

settled by those who made the Consiitution,

---{t i8 & local, a State question, with which

in other Siates we have nothing to do, and

with which we have no right to meddle.-«

But the Constitution imposes upon us the

obligation to return o their owners, such

slaver as flece from them 1o us; we have
agreed to do so; it is & part of the compact

-.-it is in the bond, and we cannot refuse to

do it without violating the compact, and

acling in bad faith, And, moreover, if we

do nut do it, we have no right to call upon

those 10 whom we show such bad faith, to

perform their part of the compact.

There is another duty incumbent upon
us, that is also essential io the preservation,
peace, and harmony of the Union; and that
is, to act the part of good neighborsto our
brethren ofthe South, and not to annoy them
with ourill-patured and censorious remarks
upon matters which concern them and not
us, and about which we are not as wise,
perhaps, as we may think ourselves, We
all know the disturbance which a censori-
ous, carping, meddlesome person keeps up
in his neighborhood, and how he raises the
hostility of others againsthim, Anpdsoitis
in a nation, INosection of the couniry can,
will or ought to bear, peaceably and sub-
missively, the continued railing and cen-
siice of other sections; nor have the latier
any right to set themselves upin judgment
upon their actions, cusioms or institutions,
enter a verdict against them, and proclaim
that verdict to the whole worid.
ple having a proper degree of self respect,
will permit this, and a proud people, like
our Souihern brethren, will certainly resist
and resent it,

Thal the South has been thus annoyed
tor gears, by the constant intermeddling
with their concerns, and the unceasing use
of provoking language, by a portion of the
people at the North, is 4 fact too notorious
to be denied, nor can we censure them for
resenting it, though we must those who
would, for this reason lay violent hands
upon the Union,

And now, whatis tne remedy for the vvils
which threaten the integrity of the Union,
and what are our duties as good citizens
and Americans 1 The remedy is in faith.
fully adhering to, and carrying out every
requirement of the Constivution, and the
execution of all and every law enacted by
Congress, and especially those Compromise
laws, one and all, entitled ‘* vhe adjustmen
measures,’”’---for if these are not laithfully
observed and executed, no one having seen
what it has been my lot to see within the
last two years, and who is not utterly inca-
pable of judging of coming events by the
shadows they cast before,—-can for a mo-
ment doubt 1hat the secession of the en-
tire South, and the {ormation of a Southern
Contederacy, would be thu conseguence,

Our dulies, then, are plain and paipable,-«-

No peo- |

listen to them fromthe lips of WasninaToN
himseli, who speaks to us as a father in hiy
ever memorable Farewe}l Address;---'* 11 is
of infinlte moment that you should proper-
Jv estimate the lmmense value of your na-
tional union to your collsctive and individu.
al happinesa-—-that vou should cherish a cor-
dial, habitual and immoveable atiachment
lo it, accustoming yourselves to think and
speak of it as the palladium of your polidi.
cal safety and prosperity-~-watching for
ils preservation with jealous anxiety---dis-
counlenancing whatever may suggest a sus-
picion that it can,in any ¢vent, be aban-
doned, and indignantly frowning upon the
first dawning of every aitempt (o alienate
any portion of our country from the rest,
or enfeeble the sacred ties which now linlk
together the various parts.” These are
the words of wisdom ; they are words ut-
tered from the tomb ; let us take heed that
we obey their solemn injunctions. And my
triends, while we ‘ cherish a cordial, ha-
bitual, and immoveable &attachmentto the
Union,” we must also cherish and cultivata
a cordial respect, and kindly,{raternal feel~
ing for our nrother Americans to whatever
seclion of the Union they may belong. We
must indulge in no jealousies, no prejudi-
ces, no heart-burnings towards any one, and
especially of a sectional character. * The
name ot American which belongs to you in
your national capacity” says the same war-
ning voice of Wasuinaron, “ must always
exalt the just pride of patriotism, more than
any appeilation derived from local discrime
inations,”” Without this respect and kind-
ly feeling mutually maintained and chers
ished by Americans,---there may be a union
o! the States, but there cainot be a cnrdial
sympatby and brotherly univn amonz the
people, and they will be like man and wife,
when all love has fled, bound together by
the bonds,—no longer silken bonds,~-of ma-
t1itnony, but becoming more and mors
averse to each other, and more and more
restive under the restraiots which thosa
bonds impose.

Our country, fellow citizens, has seen
many dark days and trying crisis; but
through the goodness of an All-wise Provi-
dence, she has thus far passed safely through
them, and like a gallant vessel escaping
from the breakers, and spreading hercanvas
o the favoring breeze, has bounded on in
her great and proaperous voyage. Letus
fondly hope that we may escape the crisis
through which we have been and are pow
passing, as fortunately and bhappily ae
others have been, and that our jood ship,
guided and managed by able and experi-
enced pilots, laden aashe is, with the best
hopes of man, and having the anxtous eyes
ol every iriend ol republican government,
and of human liberty turned upon her, may
come out unscathed from this and every
peril, and prove herself o be staunch and
good, and all that her skilful builders dared
to hope she would be,



