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SERMON.

Paarsr cxxi1v. 1=T.=ff it had not heen the Lord who waxe on our xide,
now may Israel say ; If it had not been the Lord who wax on our side,
when men ruse up against s} then they had swallowed us up quick,
when their wrath wae kindled againat va: then the watere had over-
whelmed us; the stream had gone over our soul: then the proud wa-
ters had gone over our soul.  Bleased be the Lord, who hallh not given
us as a prey to their tecth, Our soul is cacaped as a bird out of the
snare of the fowlers : the anare iz broken, und we ure escaped.,

I'T is not known to what particular event in the history of
the nation of Ierael, this lunguage directly applies. It con-
templates a deliverunce from oppression, in which the wri-
ter and the nation saw the right hand of the Lord stretched
forth for their help. Indeed, so entirely was that nation
indebted to God for its existence, that in every period of its
prosperity ; its princes, its priests, and its poets, had occasion
to ascribe glory to the Lord for their own elevation, and
their country’s dcliverances and glory. So numerous and
manifest were the interpositions of the Most High in their
favour, that on more than one occuasion the sons and
daughters of Zion might, with singular appropriatencss,
adopt the language of the text.

But clearly as we trace the indications of the Almighty
hand in the history of the Israelites, it was not on ‘that
nation, that God exhausted the might of his arm, or the
benevolence of his heart. Itis not in the history of that
nation alone, that we are to look for the developement of
his counsels in his wonderful works. In that of our own
country, he has drawn the evidences of his agency so
legibly, that we cannot misinterpret them, but by an imi-
tation of the sin und perverseness of Israel, which caused
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his glory to depart, and ulumately made him a hissing and

n shaking of the head among tho nations,  Indged thoro
never was u nution whose history was so perfect u puarallel
to that of tho Isruolites, ay is that of these States. Tho
Isruelites were thrust out by the hand of oppression; und
so were our fathers : —When thus thrust away from tho
protection und favour of a prince whose land they had
blessed, *“the Lord took them up;” so did he for our
{uthers 1 similar circumstances :—I'or them, he cust out
the heathen and planted them; for our futhers, he wrought
in the same manner :—Ile broke for them the bands of
their oppressors; and for us he has broken the bunds of
coloninl subjection :—By a serics of merciful interpositions
he raised the Israclites to a stunding among the nations,
and while he made their glory the cavy, he made their
name and that of their God, terrible to the princes of the
carth; and by a series of like interpositions he has reised
us up, upon the lund of our fathers’ sepulchres, to similar
eminence among the pations.  And with equal propricty
may we, standing to day at the distance of fifty years from
that great event which threw our political and national
destinies most emphatically into the hands of the God of
Isracl, while we compass his altar with songs of dchver-
ance, in commemoration of that event, sing as once they
sung; ‘If it had not been the Lorp who was -on our side
when men rose up against us, then they had swallowed us
up quick, when their wrath was kindled against us: then
the waters had overwhelmed us, the stream had gone over
our soul: then the proud waters had gone over our soul.
Bressep e e Lorp who hath not given us as a prey to.
their teeth. Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare
of the fowlers: the snare is broken, and we arc escaped.”
Let us then trace the indications of divine agency
which arc found in the achievements connected with
the independence of the United States, the declaration
of which this day commemmorates,
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In pursuing this course of illustration, I shall notice
theso indicaticns as manifested,

1. In the prepurations necessury for tho indencndence
of theso Btates; and

II. In the actual uchiovement of that independence by
tho . revolution,

I am to notice

I. The indications of divine agency which appear in the
preparution for the independence of the United States.

These appear,

1. In the circumstances under which the early colonists fled
Srom England to this country.

These were circumstances of a fierce and bloody reli-
gious persccution :i—a  persecution  which filled England
with the terrors of the Higl Commission und the Star-Chiam-
ber: which, while it shut up the churches against an
enlightened, beloved, and devout ministry; and hunted to
prison, flight, or death, scores * of the best men and most
glorious ministers of the gospel, that ever blessed a nation,
or adorned a church;” pluced in the pulpits of England
under the protection of the royal favour and prerogative, a
clergy, many of whom were too ignorant to preach, and
too corrupt to pray; and drovc some of her hest sens and
most loval subjects into everlasting cxile. A few of these
first fled to Holland, where they were still under the ban of
the English court and hicrarchy, and in the midst of a cogs
ruption which they could neither purify nor endure ;—placing
themselves uunder the protection of the God they served,
they fled to the then New World in America. They fled,
to enjoy in an unexplored wilderness, at the hands of the
sons of the forest, a blessing which a Kine who claimed
the appellation and prerogative of the Head of the Church
of God, and a bench of Christian Bishops, denied them
in the land of their birth—the privilege of worshiping God
unmolested m a pure conscicnce, and of training up a
Jencration to serve him, when they should descend to the

~grave, They fled: and in 1620, after the sufierings of a
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voyage of four months, laid, with prayors and toars, the
corner stone of the independeuce of America, and of the
enlightened freedom of the world.

Now nothing is plainer thun, if the ~opulation of this
portion of the new world were, ut the time it did, te
occupy a place among the independent nations of the
carth, it must previously become an enlightened, hardy
and brave onc. It must previously become u race of men
who have rights, who know what they are, and feel their
value ;—a body of men who should be able to ussert these
rights under the frowns of royalty, and to defend them, be
willing to look powerin the face. Such a rauce England
found spread over these colonies, when she urose to hum-
ble and reduce them. But whence had the asserters of
American independence derived this character?  From
an ancestry who had felt the grasp of oppression and had
writhed under it;—an ancestry wno had been forced to
discuss and scttle a question which involved the great
principle, of civil liberty ;—the question of royal supremacy
in religion :—from an ancestry who huad learned by a
puinful experience, how far submigsion to intolerant exac-
tion and ungodly domination was dutitul or expedient ;—
who had learned in the same school of persona! suflering,
to think, to plan, to execute, for future generations. They
wished to send down to their children of remote gencra-
tions, a pure gospel and a pure worship; an intellectual
vigour and independenc?, associated with a love of God
and an exalted morality, which should, on the one hand,
cuard their rights and privileges from licentiousness, and
on the other, defend them against the encroachments of
arbitrary power. For this purpose, they first dedicated
themselves and their ofispring to God: and then, in the
provision they made for the support and efficiency of an
enlightened and pious ministry; in the structure of the
government they. formed, the schools they instituted, the
colleges they founded, and the habits they pursued, laid
the foundations deep, broad, and strong, for the perpetuity
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and cnlargoment of the church of God. and for the enjoy.
ment and protection of their political rights. On theso
foundations the pillurs of the independence of the colonies
were reared; and on theso, to this day rests the tenple
of our libertics.

I have said that such an ancestry was nccessary to pre-
pare the men of mind, and heart, und force, to assert and
ostablish our independence; and the asscrtion is supported
by the analogy of fact. The colonies of Spain in South
Amorica were planted by another class of men, and under
different auspices. They were men whose minds were
onslaved :—they were planted under the royal favour.
They could fawn to oppression, and worship an image.
They could cringe under coxaction, and buy the pardon of
sin with the avails of the mines they wrought. And what
was the consequencec? Generations have risen up and
passed away with just energy enough to be sarvants, just
light enough to be’ contented with the house of their bon-
dage, and just debascment enough to be the minions of
an ignorant and cruel priesthood. For two hundred years
they wore contented the shackles of despotism, and for the
last fifty under the light of our own example. France fur-
nishes another instance in point. The revolution of that
country succeeded the termination of our struggle, and the
attainment of our independence, at a distance of eight
years. 'There had been no persecuted Puritans laying,
in prayers and faith, the foundations of an enlightened
and enlightening church of Christ, and of institutions
adapted to produce a free and jealous peasantry.* And

* The author is aware of the striking similarity in the character of
the Huguenots and the Puritaus; but the foriner arose and lived in a
country which had alrcady formed itsinstitutions, and in circumstances
in which they had no power to change the order of things, so as to
favour the cause of civil or religious liberty. They exerted a holy in-
fluence; but the national character was already formed, and their task
was rather that of purifying existing corruptions, than of laying foun-
dations of institutions which should prevent their future existence.
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what was the consequonce? T answer, in the langungo of
a distinguished statesman of our own country and timo:
“'The great wheel of political revolution bogan to move - in
Amorica. Hore its rotation was guarded, regular, and safe,
Transferred to tho other continont, from unfortunate but
notural causes, it reccived an irregular and violent impulse ;
it whirled along with a foarful colerity; till at length, like
the chariot wheels in the races of antiquity, 1t took fire
from the rapidity of its own motion, and blazed onward,
spreading contlagration and terror around."* 'There, the
mfliaence which the fathers of America here oxerted, had
not been known sufliciently early to impart light and health
and vigour to the national morality ; and there was there-
fore no preparation for a revolution in their governmeont,
There, the God of the Puritans was known, by the great
body of the nation, only to be insulted and demed; and the
people, after drinking blood to their fill, sat down at length
under a despotism as dreadful as that which they had
vainly endeavoured to shake off. More recently, Spain
partinlly awoke and talked of liberty; but the character of
her sons, formed under the influence of an ignorant and su-
perstitious ancestry, was unequal to the work of accom-
plishing the emancipation of their country.

In these facts, we trace the necessity of a preparation for
the American revolution, and its success, to just such an an-
cestry as our Puritan fathers. Let us now look at the indi-
cations which mark the presence of the hand of God in
giving us such an ancestry. And, who gave the fathers of
New-England their piety ? (For here was the secret of their
power.) Theirs was not that piety which lives on the favour
of the great, and dies when that favour is withdrawn. 1t
was a stern and holy integrity of conscience, springing from
a love to God and men, which could neither be bribed by
the luxury of royal favour, or ecclesiastical patronage, nor
awed into listlessness or inaction by the terrors of the Star.

* Webster's A_ddreﬂs.
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Chamber, or the Gatchouse. Who gave them this pioty,
and maintaived it while the king frowned on, and his clergy
punished it?7 Cun a cause be found, adequate to the pro-
. duction of such a pioty in such circumstances, which is not
identifiod with the direct und eflicient agency of God? It
was the Spirit of the living God, poured out on kngland,
which raised up these men, to free hor from the shackles of
papal superstition and misrule; to proclaim liberty to ‘her
captives; and to lay in the new world the foundations of a
frec and mighty nation. 'We might with equal reason doubt
that God’s haund wrought the Reformation by the instru-
mentulity of Luther and his coadjutors, as doubt that his¢
agency produced the picty, stability, and elevation of char-
acter of our fathers. But what, or who brought them to
this land? Did the love and hope of gold bring them
hither? No. Company after company was formed in
England to' explore these territorics for the gold which
was known to have been found in South America, but they
sunk under their hardships, and abandoned their enterprise.
- Their object was too low, and their love of it too feeble
to give permanence and utility to their undertaking. And
had this been the object which brought the Puritans across
the ocean, if they had lived to plant the colonies, we should
have worn the chains of colonial dependence to this day.
Neither was their flight hither the result of disappointed
ambition, expressing the alienation of their affections from
~the land of their birth, or resentment for the injuries they
had received. They came reluctantly, with the pure love
of their country beating strong in their hearts; weeping to
the billows which bore them forever from their heritage
and their home. They came, because the hand of oppres-
sion had closed every other door of hope against their free
enjoyment of the -rights of conscience in the worship of
~ God, Like the Israelites they were thrust. out by the in-
“strumentality of oppression, and for a similar purpose,~—that
of worshwl g,qGod and preserving his institutions. Andnow
did not God send them? Did not God send out the Israe;.

3
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itos from Ligypt? Was it with u high arm that he brought
them forth? L.ook now over the record, and point me to
an indication of divino agencey in the cxodus of Israel, mira-
clos only excopted, which does not shine forth in the history
of the formation of chumctcr. flight, and eettlement, of the
Pilgrims, |

Indications of the agency of God in preparing the way
for the indepondence of these States appear,

2. In the prescrvation of the colonists after their arrival in
this country.

If to the cstablishment of our independence such an an.
‘cestry as God gave us in our Puritan fathers wus necos-
sary, it wad equally necessary, not only that God should
transport and plant them-here, but preserve them in the
land to which they fled, till they could lay the foundations
of institutions which should foster and streugthen the spirit
of freedom which they possessed, and transmit it, with tho
enterprige and firmness neccssary to maintain it, to future
generations. All might, and probably would have been lost
if the Plymouth colony had been cut off within the first
twenty years qf its existence. Other men, in other circums
stances, probably would have ultimately succeeded them,
who wou.d have left their children of distant gencrations, an
inheritanee of submlsamn to royel authority and perpetual
bondage.

I have said this would probably have been the result of the
carly destruction of the Plymouth colony; and the circum-
stances of the case show this to have been almost the only
probability. 'The jealousy of the British court was early ex-
cited against the colonists. In 1635, only fifteen years
from the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth, at a time
when that colony had acquired just strength enough to hope
for the purpetuity of its existence, and show a front to ag-
gression, a royal commission was issued to the high ofﬁ
cers of state and some of the nobility, for. the purpose: of
-overthrowmg their whole system of government, and bind-
ing them for the sacrifice. By this commission, absolute

L]
y
]



11

power was givon to the Archbishop of Canterbury, (the
inflexible onemy of tho Puritans,) and others, * to make laws
and constitutions concerning cither their (the colonists)
stute public, or the utility of individuals.” The commission-
ers wero authorized to support the clergy, (bolonging to the
church estublishment,) by assigning them tithes, oblations,
and other profits, accordinig to their {I cretion ; to inflict
punishment on those who should violate their ordinunces;
to reiove governoxs of plantations, and appoint others;
and to constitute tribunals and courts of justice, ecclesias-
tical and civil, with such suthority and forin as they should
think proper. They were also constituted a committee to
hear complaints against a colony, its governor, and other
officers, with power to remove the offender to England for
punishment. They were further directed to cause the revo-
cation of such letters patent, granted for the establishment
of the colonies, as should upon inquiry be found to have
been unduly obtained, or to contain a grant of liberties hurt-
Jul to the prerogative royal.®* Two years after the issuing of
- this commission, that is, in 1637, Charles I. issued a pro-
clamation, directing that none should be transported to
New-England, who had not the special license of the govern-
ment, and that this should be granted to those only who
had taken the oaths of supremacy and allegiance, and had con-
Jormed to the church of England.t 1In the same year, the
commissioners before referred to, issued a writ by which
judgment was given, that the liberties of Massachusetls should
e seized tnlo the hands that conferred them ; and the Privy
council ordered the governor and company to scnd their patent
to England to be delivered up.1 But during these seventeen
years, the colonies of Plymouth and Massachusetts had acquir-
ed some strength ; and neither was the proclamstion of the
king complied with, nor the judgment of his court executed.
Either Erobably. and certainly both,. would have bound

“'Vld Marshall's Washington, Vol. I. p. 106.
{Ibid. Vol‘ I. p. 114, ~
{ Ibid. Vol. L. p. 115,
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Amcrica to the foot of the throne of England for ages. In
such u state of things, who can doubt, that if tho first colo-
nists had beon early swopt away, another, and a widoly
dificrent class of men would have succeeded them ;—that
the institutions of Americn would have been moulded by
hoarts which could have conceived of no liberty beyond
the hmits of royal patronage, und hands upon which any
chains would have set cusily, provided theoy wero. fastoned
by their * Gracious Sovereign Charles 1. assisted by their Jord
his Grace of Canterbury ;'—and, that the liberties of America
would have been ‘conveyed in fee-simple, and beyond all
recovery to the King of England, and to his heirs and suc-
cessors forever.’

But the first colonists were preserved. They first gave
themselves to the Lord, and then formed their system of civil
government., This, for the first ninetcen years, was a pure
Democracy, and thenceforward, a Representative Republic,
modified by its connexion with the English court.* Twenty-
three ycars efter the landing of the fathers at Plymouth, they
drew, in the confederation of the New-England colonies,
the perfect miniature of the present union of the states com-
posing this republic. Within forty-three years then, from
the landing at Plymouth, that form of government was de-
vised and put into operation, which one hundred and thirty-
three years afterwards (when it had planted itself, deeply
and immovably, in the hearts of the children ¢f these who
formed it) was to be established and acknowledged as the
basis of the civil liberty of these states at the point of the bay-
onet; and that system of combining the strength of inde-
pendent sovereignties adopted, which mstrumentally gave
success to that mighty struggle on which was staked the
temporal destinies of all the millions of America. Where
then, would have been the materials for that band of patriots;.
one &f whom (Adams) in giving utterance to his own glowing
emotions, spoke the language of his associates, when he
said, on the morning of the 19th Apnl, 1775, while llstemng )

*Vid. Marghall's Washington, Vol. 1. p. 92.



13

to the report of the Dritish muskotry which shed tho first
blood in the contest, which gave u nation birth, « Oh what
a glorious morning is this I"*~Where would have been the
materials of that Continental Congress which fifty years ago
to-day, in the faco of a mighty ompire, appoaling to the
God of their fathers for tho rectitude of their intentions,
could declaro the United Btutes rner AND INDEPENDENT !
where would have been the materials for the army of '76 ;
—where the government for which that army fought;—
where the union and the heart that gaveits battle strength ;
—where the independence of these states, if the Puritan
colonists had been swept away within the first twenty years
of their dwelling in the wildernesss? All would have been
lost,

But they were presorved. And their preservation will be
an everlasting paradox to that man who sees no hand of
God init. A little band—few—poor—enfeebled by a voy-
age of four months—defenceless, set down upon the margin
of an unmeasured wilderness; surrounded by u thousand
savages ; with a dreary winter before them, and the ocean
dashing at their feet, to hold them eternal prisoners from
the home of their fathers; are preserved! And while strug-
gling to maintain a being in the world, and the pure wor-
ship of God, lay the foundations of a mighty nation! Open
now the volume of history, and tell me of a parallel to tius
wonderful preservation, that of Israel only excepted, in the
history of nations. What potent spell has bound the war
spirit of the Indian, that the tomahawk lies rusting at hisﬂ.
feet, while our fathers and their little ones sleep quietly in
his.power? Or, to adopt language more appropriate Who
was that mighty agent who, when our fathers in this land
“even but few men in number, yea, very few, and strangers
_in it; when they went from one nation to another, from one
kmgdom to another people, suffered no man to do them
wrong ; yea, reproved kings for their sakes: saying, Touch
not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm " Who

*Vid. Everett's Oration at Concord, p. 31.
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tvas it that “drovo out the heathen and planted them 7"
Who watcehed ovor the rising tnterests of these colonies, and
whon the long dispute botweon Mussachusotts and Con-
nocticut aroso, which throatened oarly destruction to thut
confederatien of the New-England colounios, which was s6
casential a preparation for the independonce of the States,
when evory cftort of the partios for settlemoent resulted. in
only increused asperity ; suddenly, mysteriously, and cffectu-
ally healed tho contention by the destruction of Fort Say-
brookin 1649 7™ Now, I can perceive no evidence that tho
hand of God defended the land of Isruel from invasion when
three ttmes in the yenr, all their males repairéd unarmed to
Jerusalem, which I do not sce, that God's hand defended
the Purnitans, through all the carly periods of their sottle-
ment in New-England. And I see almost as clearly, in their
preservation, the preparation that God was making for the
independence of these States, as I see, in the preservation of
[sracl in the land of Canaan, the preparation which God was
making for the coming of the Son of Man. -

The indications of the agency of God in preparmg the
way for the independence of the United States, appear,

3. In thewars which the colonies were called to wage.

Nothing is more obvious than, if the colonies were ever to
dissolve all connexion with the government of England, they
must previously be furnished with arms ;—have some practi-
cal knowledge of their use ;—feel the necessity, and under-
stand the means of providing munitions of war, and possess,

at least, some practical knowledge of its details. But how
Bwere the colonies to be armed and furnished with the knowl-
edge requisite to maintain such a struggle as that which se-
cured our independence? Had perpetual peace smiled
around the dwellings of the fathers, with their peaceful habits
and dread of war, they would have-felt no necessity for arms,
and made no exertion to procure them. They would have
left their children a brave, but an unarmed peasantry. - Be- -
side, had they dwelt in perpetual peace, and . been anc-

“*Vid. Marshall’'s Washington, Vol. I. p. 148.
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tously desirous of arming themselves, it would have been ut-
torly impracticable,  To the manufacture of arms they were
long incompetont; and application to the mother country
for munitions of war, whon threatened with no sword upon
themselves, would, most assurcdly, at any time, have met
with refusal, if not with overwhelming resistance. Such an
application, during any period of our colonial history, in all
probability, would have so inflamed the jealousy of the Eng-
lish Court as to have produced the utter subjugation of the
colonies, and thus crushed in its bud, the independence of
America. But one door then, could have been opened for
this martial preparation of the colonies for the contest through
which they could take a place among the independent na-
tions of tho earth. That dcor, the hand of God opened ; but
it opened only into the arsenals of the enemies of the colo-
nies. 'They must march to battle, that they might be armed.
The wars which they were early called to wage with the

natives of the soil prepared them to receive arms at the
hands of the mother country. With these, the war was long
and bloody. Sufficiently so, to train the colonists to the
peculiar modes of Indian warfare, and to proper means of de-
fence against it. But the enemies with which they were ul-
timately to contend were not Indians alone. And if the
great battle for independence was to issue in the triumph of
freedom, the colonies must not only be armed and trained
to all the arts of savage war, but they must also learn it in its
European form. For, it was both European and Indian
troops that they were destined to meet in the conflict for in~ -+
dependent national existence. |

‘But where, and how should the humble peasantry of the
American colonies learn European tactics? Go back to
England, and join her regiments against Holland, or Spain,
they could not. Into what school of blood then, must
they enter? War must be kindled between England and
France; America must be the theatre of its operations;

and the soldiers who were to achieve the independence of
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tho colonicy must lcarn to subdue Britons, by f; ghtmg by
their side, in & common causo.

Now, could the battlo of the revolution possibly have
been fought without arms? Could the colonies have beon
armed without that train of wars through which they were
conducted previously to the day when Lngland stretched
forth her hand to atrungle in blood the spirit of liberiy
which in 1775 scowled on her opprossion, and in 76 .threw
down the gauntlet to her generals and her armnies?

To some extent the colonics were armed;—they had
loarnt to measure strength with their enemies in the field.
They stood the shock of the onsot of a mighty nation, and
rose weary, but triumphant from the contlict. But who
gave them this preparation? He who led them through
all their former wars, is the answer. I'or, did the colo-
nists themselves seek through this method, this essential
preparation for the battle of independence? It .is notori-
ous that nothing was further from their thoughts. Did
Britain seek, through this method, the object of prepanng
for her own defeat? Certainly not. Without the forecast
of cither party in the contest which established our inde-
pendence, this essential preparation was made. Now, if
God did not most emphatically make it, who did? If
God’s hand is not visible here, where i1s the evidence that
he rules the nations or governs the world ?

Indications of the divine agency in preparing the way

for our independence, appear, |
4. In the revivals of religion which God granted to the
colonies previously to the revolution.
* To the successful issue of a revolution, having for its
object the seecurity of the privileges of freemen, a vigorous
and healthy tone of morals is almast as essential as men
.and arms. The revolution of France lost every thing for
want of this. Napls lacked this preparation, and she feil.
South America still wants this to settle her government;
and Greece—poor Greece, for want of this, has bled
plmost to death. Without this, it is probable our ‘own
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indopendence could not have beon achieved; or, if achiov-
ed, it is morally cortuin that the blossings of civil. and re.
ligious liberty, which it has brought ulong with it could not
huve hoen porpetuated, For with all tho .morality and
piety which existed in the country at the close of the war,
it was. searcely that wo were suved from immediate anarchy
and ultimate despotism. And God, as if ho had some great
purposc of mercy to answer through the medium of the
emancipation of the colonics,—as if determined to show
that here he would cstablish the place of his rest, took
carly care to imbue the minds of the people, to a then un.
paralleled extent, with the morality and grace of the gospel.
In the carly periods of the history of the colonies, he left not
himself without witness of his power and grarc. In the
years 1629,.30, 37, 77, 80, 83, 96, 1712, 18, and 21, power-
ful and somewhat extensive rovivals were besto cd onmany
of the churches of New-England. But, as if in anticipation of
the eventful period embraced between 1776 and 1783,. God
began to pour forth his Spirit remarkably in 1735, and brought
on in.1740 and 1741 the most extensive and powerful revival
of religion which New-England had then ever witnessed.
The influence of this revival would be felt through the entire
period. of the war, and probably has not even. yet entirely
passed away. Now although but few comparatively of the
subjects of .these revivals may be found to have been in
the ranks of the army, or in the councils of the States, yet
they may have had, and no doubt actually did have, an im-
portant influence in forming the public moral character, and
in adapting that character to the exigences of the revolu-
tion. Without them, our statesmen and heroes, who never
felt their sanctifying influence, might have been very differ-
ent men from what they actually were, and the cause they

espoused might therefore heve been conducted to a very
~different, perhaps to an inglorious, issue.

“*.For how much of the acquisition of our independence;
for how much of the privileges and blessings which we have

reaped from it; and for how much of our nationa!l character
| 3
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and renown, we are indebted to tho rovivals of roligion
which preceded the revolution, another day will disélose.
But now they stand out upon the pages of our history, wits
nessing the préciousness ot the inhoritunce which God ro-
served to himsolf in this land; illustrating His agency in
preparing the colonies for the assertion of thoir mtlt.,pand
cnce, and throwing over the conflict which achieved it the
mm,lmn of His own Great Nume,

Lct me now briefly trace,

II. The indications of the divine agency which appear In
the actual achicvement of our mdepcndenw

Among these I notice, ' ' -

1.. The division in the English eounsels on American affairs.
. In looking over the kistory of the first years of the war of
the revolution, I have frequently been led to wonder at the
tardiness of the movéments of the British armics. At the
commencement of this struggle,—when there was no orgao-
nization of the military force of the colanies; the militia
poorly equipped for service, in comparison with those with
whom they were called to contend; without digcipline and
without forts; when almost no public stores were col-
lected,—it would almost seem that a vigorous and continued
effort on the part of the invaders, might: have ravaged the
land; prevented the formation of the Continental Army;
and, by the achievement of a single campaign, buried in the
dust the high hopes of the patriots of America.

That England did not. take this course is owing probably
more to the division of her own counsels on the great question
of war with America, than to any other event. - There, the
cause of rational liberty and American rights had friends,—
friends of no ephemeral character. Pitt, and Burke, and
Fox,—men. whose power was terrible to the Norths, and .
Hillsboroughs, and Suffolks,—were there, and there pleaded
the cause of civil liberty, in the face of a monaré¢h and théb
ministry, with a manhress which showed that their own
minds were deeply imbued with its. spirit, and their hcart-s
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(ltwotcd to its intorcats. It was not casy for even the ma-
Jo. ity of both houses of Purliament to go with much confi-
dence aguinst the opinions of this trind of political wikdom
in the heart of Old Englund. Pitt's carly prophecy that
Amecrica would resist, repeated in o voice which England
heard, ** My Lords, you cannot conquer America,” rung in
the curs of the ministry, and of both houscs, during ull their
work of preparation, und all their strife of battle for the
subjugution of the colonics. They were half unmanned by it
when they made the onset.  Gage himsell was awed by it.
He saw, on the day that he shed the first blood of Americe
at Lexington, that he had roused the mighty apirit that Pitt
had told him lay sleeping in the United Colonics, and felt
the danger of its energics.  Ile moved cautiously,-—slowly,—
timidly. And while he wondered and weited, the voice of
blood, crying from the ficlds of Lexington and Concord,
rung through the lund like a sevenfold thunder, and awoke
a spirit which it was vain to resist, and hopeless to subdue.
This inaction at the commencement of the struggle, scems
to bear a strong relation, in the connexion of events, to the
success of the cause of freecdom, and to have been induced,
in no small degree, by the divisionin the counsels of Britain.
And do we not perceive here the workings of the same
hand that defeated the purposes of Absalom by dividing his
councils, and by a similar mode of operation giving success
to a cause on which the Most High ecternally designed to
enstamp, in churacters legible to all the nations, the npames
of RicuTEOoUSNESS ¢nd STRENGTH.

Indications of the agency of God in the achievement of
our independence, appenr,

2. In sustaining the spirit of both the army and the country,
during so long a conflict, attended with so many discourage-
menls, hll the great ohject was accomplished.

There is not, I believe, on record a parallel to the Ameri-
can war, considering the circumstances in which it was
waged, and the success in which it resulted. Other con-
quests have been gained by a rapid succession of victories.
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‘This great contost scems to havo issued in tho trmmph of
froedom through n succession of disnstors: and Dngluml
sccms defeated through the almost detailed dofoat of ‘the
armios shn opposed. Road ovor the contents of tho chap-
tors of tho history of this struggle for almost the first two
years, and what do you find thore but notices of the repulse,
retircment, or defoat, of different scetions of the army which
ultimately accomplished the indopendenco of tho states?
'The evacuation of forts.—The loss and destruction of
stores and villages.—Arnold defeated on the Lakes.—Dan-
bury burnt.—Washington, after a hard fought battle, de-
fecated on the Brandywine.~—Loscs the vlctory at German-
town.—Burgoyne successful in the North: and, with few
exceptions, victory following the march of the invader till
ncar the close of the campaign of 1777. Then, mdced
Burgoyne surrenders: but upon the heels of this success
comes on the memorable winter of '77, and the extreme
suffering of a starving, naked, freezing army, under the im-
mediate command of Washington, in winter quarters at
Valleylorge Desertion, sickness, defection, reduce that
army to a skeleton: soon Georgia and South Carolina lie
submissive at the feet of the British general ; and the same
tale of woe reaches down, with almost unvarying account, to
1781. And it was not until late in the campaign of that
year that Cornwallis surrendered at Yorktown. Add to all
these trials and distresses of the army, the poverty of the
public treasury; the divisions and defection among the peo-
ple; the incursions of the Indians; the depreciation of the
currency; the divisions in Congress; and then, who can
think without astonishment, that the spirits of the best
friends of liberty had not sunk, and the army and the coun-
try had not crouched to British power for a morsel of bread !
Who can think of the termination of this contest, at the very
time when this country although victorious over two veteran

armies, lay bleeding ~ at every pore, and the empire with
- which she had sustained the conflict was still mighty in
strength,~and not wonder thas the cause of freedom had not
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found its grave on’ {he very ﬁclds whcro its urmwa had
achioved its victories, -

Lot it not bo suid in viéw of theso wonders that mere
unsanttificd patriotism, unagsisted valour, acwmplwhcd
the defeat of Britain, and the cstablishment of the mdc-
pendence we now c¢njoy. The case bears so strong a
rosomblance to that of God's ancient pwplc,—-—-who not-
withstanding all their discontents undcr the gmdtmce of
a leader which Jchovah himself had selected, and all their
lustings for the house of their bondage, were still « brought
forth into a wealthy place,”~that we might almost as well
doubt that the Most High gave them deliverance and victory
over their enemies, and with no weapon of war lifted up
against the city, threw down the walls of Jericho, and bade
every man go up to its posscssion atraight before him, as
doubt whether God turned to flight, at the time and in the .
circumstances that he did, ‘the armies of the aliens,” for ug. 1" .

P“I 4

So cloarly are drawn the traces of the divine hand, in the A
achievement of this victory, that when I see this ekhausted
country delivered from her invaders; rising from the conflict
with scarcely strength enough to shout the wctoxy. it is with
difficulty that I can refrain from joining the pralses of fri-
umphant Israel, and adopting the language of Moses, say,
« I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously :
the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. Thy
right hand, O Lord, is become glormus in power . thy
right hand, O Lord, hath dashed in pieces the cnemy.’

Like indications of the divine hand appear,

3. In the preservation of our liberties when our armies had
conquered the peace of '83.

The men who composed the army which expelled the ene-
mies of their country, were poor. Their wealth had been
‘sacrificed to the common cause : they were unpaid, and an
exhausted treasury threatened to send them unarmed to their
homes with no recompense but the remembrance of their
sufferings and the glory they had won. The officers of this
army were many of them stung with a prospect of beggary,



g .England, and the patriots of the re
3o aeivhich neither the history of their acfiicvements, nor the
'?evelatlon of the God the holiest of them served, demands
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i a land whsso independonce they had lavished their estatoy
and shed their blood to establish.  Under this irritation,
anonymous lotters urging a rcl'usul to dishand until Congrress
had satisfied their demands on the Justice of their country,
were circulated in the American camp, throatening most
fourfully, to extinguish the torch of liberty in the blood of
the very country to which for sceven years these veterans
had fought to bequeath it. At once moment, an armed sol-
diery posted itself at the doors of the hall of Congress.  An-
other step and our libertics would have perished in the fury
of a militury despotism.

I have not forgotten the instrumentality and influence of the
Comunander-in-Chief, in quelling these discontents in this
crisis. But a question occurs which can never be answered
till the reply directs me to God. 'Who, and what gave to
Waushington on that occasion,—when every selfish interest

47 af his own urged one way, and the still uncertain security of
7 ‘country urged him another,—who, and what gave to hun
HAfit decision on which was staked every thing dear to ,Amér-

jca ? "And who gave to that dccision its eﬂPLl tIf Gcrd .
hantf ia not here, in vain shall we look for it in any of those -

svents b} which he reises up or casts down a nation.

,E.'t#'

N |
In the review of this subject, we pert,ewc«* m what mmmer

our fathers and the heroes of the revolution are to be” regurdcd

f'.l'--*

If I do not much mistake, there is in our country, an 111-
creasing dlSPO‘ilthﬂ to bestow upon both éhe fathers of New-

loﬁ a distinction,

"o ju‘jtlﬁeﬂ We do indeed owe to their tnsirumentality a
most precious remembrance. We owe to their virtues,

‘lm;e, to their elevation and firmness of characte-, venera-
Itwn to their patriotisin and valour, honovr ; and to their

frailties and their faults, cherity and forgiveness. We may
and we will revere their memory. We will spsak of their
names and their services to our children, and tell them
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ngver to lbrgel but always to do justice to their futhers. But
if our praise of them go further than this ; or if here the voice
of our gratitude expire, we do them mjuatlcc —we rob Gad
of the glory which his manifested agency in our behalf most
rightcously demands, and thus do ourselves and our country
u dissorvice.  Honour, and remember with high respect,
and imitate the virtues of the great and good men, who
through their instrumentality have bequcathed us this pre-
cious inheritance of light and liberty, we may; but deify
them, or ascribe to them the honour and glory of all that
we enjoy as u free and happy people, we may not. The
roason iy, they were but instruments in the acquisition of all
our clevation and blesscdness. God formed the character
of our Puritan ancestors ;—God brought them fither ;—God
defended them till the influence of their habits, and the in-

stitutions they established, had moulded the character of

their descendants :—God ordered all the circumstances un-

der which they instrumentally prepared the way for the .
declaration and cstablishment of the independence of this ;
great nation ;—God went forth with the armies that hunted -

despotism froin the land ;—God dwelt in their camp ;—God
turied back their weapons ‘when levelled at their country’s
‘precions interests; and God has preserved to us the legacy
‘which these patriots left us when they dropped into the
grave. Not a step is found in the history of our country
from its infancy, to the present unparalleled vigour and
hopefulness of its youth, in which God has not left the me-
morials of his name and presence ; and now shall we be blind
to oll thé manifestations of his agency and goodness which

appear in his gracious providence? Shall we rob him, to heap

everlasting adulatmns on the instruments by which he has

so largely blessed us?  Shall we chant forever the praises - .. *

of Carver, Winslow, .Cotton, Mather, Quincy, Franklin, Ad-
ams, Jefterson, Lee, Warren, La Fayette, and Washington,

and lay no oftering of 'holy gratitude and thanksgiving on

the altar of the Most High God, in whose hands these wor-
thies were but the tools with which He built up the temple
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of otir libertics ! No, my heurers.  God has done too much
in this mighty enterprise, to be forgotten; and men too
little to inhorit its praise. When wo tell our children, then,
the story of our father's worth, ‘and of our country's. delive
erance, lot us tell them too, that God wrought it all ; nnd
that by the value of all their privileges; by the precious re-
membrance of the blood by which they were bought ; by
the happiness which they enjoy, and for which their fathers
wept, prayed, fought, and died, they are bound, through ali
their gencrations, to love, and serve, and exalt the Ioly Onc
who inhabiteth the ngh praises of Isracl. .
This subject also discloses « reason, that the remembrance
of this day should be perpeluated. J
This reason is not, (as has been justly said,) that * the
Fourth.of July is better than any other day;” nor simply,
that on this day the independence of the United States was
declared ; but because it is a day with which is associated
the recollection of a long train of astonishing events which de-
velope the designs of the Most High, and show the operations
of his wonder-working hand.  This day is associated with
events which bring God out from the cloud behind which he
wrought all the work of preparation for our national deliv-
eronce and. elevation, and skhow him guiding us In every
danger ; giving strength when our armies fainted, and vic-
tory when the land. was wasted; inscribing his own name
on all the columns of our glory, and present Hinr as worthy
of our confidence and service forever. Itisa day mssogiated
with events in which the Great Head of the Churth, and the
King of Zion shows himself to the nations, as the friend of
the civil rights of man, in a light, joyful to the free, but ter-
rible to despots. More for a nation than for this, God has
rarely, if ever done. Indeed, that nation docs not now
exist, which exhibits evidence of a more intimate alliance to
heaven then our own. ‘This day revives the recollection of
the evidence of this alliance, and when it shall be forgotten,
its remembrance, and that of all the merciful interpositions
of the Most High which evince it, will perish from the land.
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But let not God lose, in the forgetfulness of the p00plc. thia
occusion of a nation’s praise. o often as this anniversary
‘shiall roturn, lot thoso” whom the right hand of the Lord has
mado frco, romember his works and record their grateful
remembrance of ‘his' mercy. * Let the pcoplo praise thee,
‘O God; yen, let all the people prmse thee.” -
The subject discloses also, the proper modc q/‘ perpctuatmg
the rememhrance of this duy. |

- If Mars and Bacchus had been the deliverers of the chil-
dren of the pilgrims from arbitrary exaction and foreign
domination, then might we appropriate this day to their
honour —then mlght we celebrate it with martial pomp and
revelry. Butif the Lord Jchovah be our defence and pres
server; if e raised up and prepared the heroes of '76 for
the cunﬁtct, if “God went forth with our armies, and cov-
ered their heads in the day of batile;” if He by an out-
stretched arm has given to us the charter of the rights of
freemen ; if the Lord's hand has accomplished all the won-
ders which this day commemorates,—then the appropriate
'tiﬂty of this day 1s, to ““ go unto God as our exceeding joy—
* 8peak well of his name with re]mcmg,——-and compass his
" nltar with songs of deliverance.”

- Iam aware that this i1s delicate ground. 1 know that
there are men, the value of whose opinions we are bound to
appreciate, who think that, associated as this day is with
~ *the shouts of battle and the shock of arms,” no celebration

> . is appropriate but that which brings back the music of the

" camp, and the thunder of the field, and the mirth and mernment
that wine inflames. But what are the recollections which
the celebration of this day perpetuates, which demand this

...~~martial expression of gladness? You tell me they are deeds
" of martial glory. You lead me to Lexington, Concord, Bun-

ker Hill, Brandywinc, Saratoga, Monmouth, and Georgetown,

and bid me call to remembrance the thunder of the cannon

and musketry that once echoed from' the surrounding hilis,

and commemorate these scenes with the repetition of the

same sounds of terror, and with the voice of mirth. I ac-
A .
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company yoy to those scenes of triul and of death. But
here, conscienco, and every feeling of my heurt, bid me
trcad lightly : for here lie the ashes of tho Illustrious Dead.
Hore lic the fathers of our libertics. Precious men!  Hero
you groaned and sighed for your bleeding country, and
died. Yes, Precious men! to you, under God, I owe it
that these hands wear no chains; that this spirit s not
bound down to the worship, of I know not what; thut when
I shall descend to the grave, I may leave my children, be-
yond the reach of the oppressor's rod and the despot’s
power—heirs to the same inheritance you bequeathed to
me,—JLiaberty: and I cannot, I cannot hcre repeat the
death-sounds in which you fled away.

But you conduct me to-day to Legislative Halls, and bid
me commemorate the stern integrity of the men that filled
them in the most perilous period of our history, with the
martial ceremonies that gave effect to their decisions. But
I see there indications of a deep thoughtfulness, of solici-
tudes that balance the character and condition of unborn
generations, and of a solemn judgment, as if they held the
destinies of a world in their hands,—and shall I celebrate
their anxieties, their wisdom, and steadiness of purpose, with
the roar of cannon and the huzza of the mob?

Turn now with me and contemplate the movements of a
mighticr agent; the designs of a loftier intelligence; the
interposition of infinite power and love. Behold the King
of kings, by a thousand wonders proclaiming himself Our
Frienp : selecting a little band of his own followers, and
leading them forth with a father’s tenderness to the possession
of this goodly land ; defending them with his own omnipo-
tence as the apple of his eye ; by them establishing a church
on the gates of which He has written Salvation, and on the
walls of which He has inscribed Praise, making the place
of their refuge the lot of his inhentance, saying by a thou-
sand tokens of mercy, “This is my rest forever; here will
I dwell; for I have desired it!” Behold Him pouring his
Holy Spinit from on high to sanctify the people; raising up
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and forming tho character of that illustrious generation who
have won so much glory for themselves, and so much bles-
scdness for us,—and then say, if the day which revives re-
collections of such solemnn, such holy interests, i appropri-
atoly celebrated when devoted to martial display and tu-
multuous joy. Let the memory of this day never be lost,
But let it be preserved by a celebration which shall bring a
nation's homage snd a nation’s honours and cast them at
the foot of the thronc of our Mighty Deliverer, Jehovah-Jesus,
Thus let the memory of this day be perpetuated, and an-
nually us it returns, while the sun shines on Independent
Americn, let a chorus of praise to the IHoly One of Isracl,
breuking from the lips of all the millions of her freemen,
ascend like one.great cloud of incense to heaven. Then,

angels may take part in the joy of our anniversarics, and
God will look down and smile.



