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TNETIETNETNETNEN ST EFTNUT

A XN
ORATION

Frirow-Crrizeys,

CONVF NED for the purpofe of celebrating the anniverfary
of our natonal exiftence, and of ;e-pwnfh.r.g to the WorL, the
reafons which impelled us to afeparation frem the country from v rich
we defcended, and of whofe governmeni we e then were ubju..a, it 1S
proper that we fhould take a curiory view of the meft important events
whieh tended to the eftablifiment of our Independence, and examine
the principles to which thofe events owe their exiftence. —Let us t
this end, take a fhort retrofpect of the firft fettiecment of our country ;
enquire the caufes which produced that extraordinary event; and ‘he
motizes which induced our anceiicrs to leave their native fheres, their
friends and their deareft connexions, and feek a reflidence in the then
frightful, and inhofpitablc wilderncfs of America,  In the beginning
of the fixteenth century, the Crown of England hzd fo far fucceeded
in the mifchievous plan which it had for a long time purfued, of un-
dermining and < *ﬁroxmg 1@ grimitive conilitution of *hat country,
that the boafted liberties of .iiat enlightened and uncc mpy pcople,
were almolt enfrrcly encloiid within t}:' pale of the Kin s prerora-
tive. The miniilry had now adopted the arbitrary maxiwus o Henry
the eighth, and \}’CD Elizabeth, in their moft c\tenf ve and t) ranni-

cal fenfc, They now coniidered it uz a fettled principle, and as a part

of
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our countrvmsen were aiarmed ;—they flew to arms$, and nobly Ge
<rmined on ¢ liberty or death.”—"L'he dazzling and terrific /plendor
| enemics, W<y no longer feared: but with onc accord they
reff:, r: faught, they bled, "ev conquered.—Qur young warriors
re fiew 1o the attack, while every part of the country re-echo-
i \.'z-::"*orj.-.—-’l iz roddefs Liberty drove her triumphant chariot
a%c.,g tke vilorious ranks, and faw the meagre fons of tyranny fainting
thelr ﬁi;{i:-’.. Lo ﬁm.mz beneath the avenging hands of her m)ured
i iren —ohe faw th: pure flame of domocras,y flath acrofs from the
wellern fKies, and dart its terrors on the vanquithed fee.—Anon the
beheld thole inceniaries iy our Lloed-ftained fhores, and the fun of
1ov agan arife to illumine our hemiiphere.—Enraptured the heard he
rm-a*cn fhout at the giorious return of peace, and beheld them forever
red from the arm of Brizi‘h power.
Of’q prave, independent, enligateneq, and virtuous countrymen,
having thus fchc fsfully repel’ed the violence of foreign invaiion ;
humbled the pride of an haughty, imf)CTlOL-S, infolent, and cruel ene-
my; a"" Cal "i::uﬂ aveided the thraldem of defpotifm, which wizked-
nefs and 1ubtz.~.v ha. contrived for the purpofe of eninaring them, now
bezan to turn their attention wwards the eftablifbment of 1ome form
of government, v.-ucrcbj.r thoy might be protefied from the evils which
they had forecently eicaped, and fecured in the enjoyment of the in-
=g ‘\: nrlite an 1= -ivileges, to which they were by nature intitled.

- e s s 1 el i ‘

s purpele the *;:tno s and inges of our cruntry were immediate-
1o Convendu, an ‘.' trufied with zuthority to frame the articles of a
Nosiciad k,-uuu TON. and xw i:it them to the reopLE for their in-
el w70 FONLIiG—— ¢ L5 Wne, dcliberate, and patrlouc Con-
venlion. Ly ~omninina ﬂwo u 1ﬁ ‘om of n\fifnutv with the p\‘iv*rwnmn of

AWhtinie, prousced a tramne of government which received the
univerfal "')qul)a(l()fl of the pecple, and excited the aﬁomﬂxmem and

acmration of the world.— ;vain:?* a Conflitution, fo plain and fimple

L™

15 15 con m.&xoﬂ fo rcrfed‘v confiftent in a!l its parts: and {6 com.

plete:v comum» B tne 1 orests and dbcrties of the peopie; but very

few read Amenicans have ever ventured openly to object.  But not.
withitanding

"y
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Sas———

withtanding tw firm and unfhaken attachment, which every Ameri-
can profcﬂls io {zel for the conllitution of his country, it is 2 melan-
choly truth which ought never to be concealed, that there are many of
our citizens, whole fixed and determined hoftility to our National
Conftitution, frequently appears through the gauzy veil, with which
they endeavour to cover their hypocrify.—And although they aiways
exercife fuffic ent caution, to prevent them from making an open and

dire&t attack upen the Conilitution itfelf; they are free tc condemnn

and ridicule the choicelt maxims which it contains, and the moft im-

portant principles upon which it was eltablithed.—For they boldly

affert, that the people are incapable of governing themfeives: flyly
infinuate, that our political righes and priviledges, onght to be varicis
and znegual ; with confidence predic, that a Conflitution like ours,
can never long preferve its exillence : and thus direélly or impliedly
attack many cther maxims and principles, which the Conflitution ex-
refsly reccgnizps as true, and upon which its v cry exiltence depends.
Bur of all the engines with wh,ch thele poliiical hivpocrites, aflail
the great principles upon which our (onﬁxtutmn was cﬁmhﬂxed their
open and avowed a,,probation of what they are pleafed to ftyle the con.
flitution of England, is the moft powerful and dangerous. ~ For {0 op-
pofite are toe principles upol which tie two conftitutions are foundel,
that a panegyric upon the one, muft inevitably prove an indiret p }n-
lippic upon thz other. As well may it be faid, that a treatife in fup-
port of the Mahometan religion, i< not an indirect attack upon the doc-
trings of Chriftianity, as that an encomium upen the Conflitution ot
Iingland, is no: an implicd cenfure upon the pref:nt form of govern-
meunt in this ccuntry. A refpect for both of thefe couititutions, can no
inore exiil in the fame ruind, grovided it be acquainted with their funda-
mental principles, than two particles of matter can exiit in the faine
place at the fame time: 2nd whenever the pcopie in this ceuiiiry, can

be prevailed ugpon to adnnt the maxims upon which the Conflitution

of Lng‘/and m} snds, tieir attachment to the Conflitution of their cwn

country, will veaith like a ray of the fetiing {un, and leave no trace of
its former exilficnce behind,
Bour
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Bur it will be afked, if the praifes which any man or body of men
may be pleafed to beftow upon the conflitution of England, are a plain
and obvious attack upon the prefent form of government in this coun-
try, what more danger ought to be apprehended from this fide-way
and obligue attack, than from one of a more dire&t aud pointed nature ?
Are the people, it will be faid, fo ignorant aud ftupid, that they are
incapable of difcerning the moft palpable and {ftriking abfurdiiies ? To
thefe queftions I anfwer, that the great body of the people in this coun-
try, are totally ignorant of both the theory and the prattice of the Con-
ftitution of Kngiund; that they are wholly unacquainted with the
principles upon which it is founded, the maxims which it contains, and
the praftical refult of its operations; that therefore they may liften to
the moft unbounded praifes upon its excellency and perfe&ion, without
once perceiving the implied reproach which thofe praifes neceflarily
caft upon the Conftitution of their own country; and that they may
thus acquire a fiz.ed and determined prejrdic- in favour of the confti-
tation of Lngland, and fill retain their wonted attachment to that of
their own country.

In order, therefore, the more eﬂ'c&ua]lv to guard againft ali future
attacks of this kind, upon the prefent rrlonous form of government
which the people of this ccuntry have thought proper to eftablith, I
will now proceed to mark out the great outlines of the two Cenflitutions
in queftion, and exhibit as clearly and concifely as I am able, the fu-
perior perfeftion of the conftituticn of this country, to that of the con-
ftiration: of Kngland. r;frinning with the (onﬂitufion of our own
country, I wi il firft ob ferve, that it is a written infirament, whereby
the great body of the pecpie ha\e ordained and eftablifhed, certain
legiflative, executive, and judiciai offices; and iz which, they have
likewife explicitly afeertained and limited the powers and duties of
thofe offices, clearly pointed cut the tiine and manner in which they
fhall be ﬁﬂcd and determined the qualifications neceflary, to render
perfons capable of fuftaining them.

Axrv the legiflative powers, which the people have in this Conftitu-

tion granted, are vefted in a Congrels of the United States, confifting
of
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of a Serate, and a Houfe of Neprefntatives. The members of the
Senate are to be chofen once in fix } ears, by the Legiflatures of the
feveral States, which this conltitution unites and confederates. under
one general government. And as thefe State Legiflatures are choirn
by the people immediately, without the intervention of any other pow-
er, it is evident that the Senators of thefe United States are no lefs
| dcpcndent upon the will of the nation, than they would be, if their choice

were purely popular.—The memnbers of tae Houfe of Reprefcntr ives,
are to be chofen once in two vears, by the people at large.—Iti5nnne-
ceffary here to enumerate the various powers which the people of thefe
United States, by virtus of this coniiitution, have delegated to their
national Legiflature; fince in that very Conlftitution, thev have infert-

ed a Drovxf‘cfmry claufe, whereby they can legally, and without any

infurre@ion, riot or confufion, ¢ither enlarge, or diminifh .nofe powers,

whenever they fhall deem it ex p '1ix.nt

THEe chief executive ofiice,
ele@tive; and is to be filled by on p fon, who is to be chofen once
in four years, by eletors a prmntcd by the rrorrE, for that fpecial
purpofe.—He is flyled the Prefident ¢f ihe United States.—His prin.
cipal duties confift in the execution of “11 uch laws, as p‘)ngre{; may
at any time have enalted.—- i« has littlz or no thare in the bulinefs of
Legiflation.—It Is true he has upon the legiflative proceedings of Con-
grels a partzal negative ; but whenever, in the p.-dﬁng of a Law, two-
thirds of both Houfes concur, his aflent is not at all neceflary to its

He is alio by this conflitution appointed the Commander

completion.
in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Mili-
into the fervice of the United

tia of the feveral States, when called

States.  The conflitution likewife empowers him, with the confent of
two-rHirds of the members of the Senate preient, to make and conclude
treaties with foreign nations, and with the confent of a majority of the
Senators prefent, to "Lppoint Ambailudors, other public Miniflers and
Confuls, and Ju h{ :s of the Supreme Cor n’ of the United States; and
to fill all otler cflices, which fhall by tlie laws of the United States be

eftablifhed, except in thofe cafes in which the conflitution points out &
different
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different mode, in which an; of thofe offices are to be filled.—And
the conttitution further pr rovides, that Congrels ma}'. by law, at any
time, velt the appointment of {uch inferior oﬁ?cera, s they think pro-
per, in the Prelident alone, or in the Courts ot Law, or in the heads
of departments.—The only pewer worthy of notice, with which the
coniiitution invefts the Prefident, and which I have not before men.
tioned, is the power which he poliefes, of granting pardom and re-
prieves, for il offences againit the United Scates, except in cafes of
impeschment.—And here 1t is neceflary to remark, that as all ofiences
cornmitted within the limits of thefe United States, againft the perfons
or property of the Citizens, are puiuathable by the feveral State Courts,
—the Prefident has theretire no pewer to gramt pardons for any
crimec, which at all affect the righ:s and 'iberties of the people ; be-
caufe the fentences of the State Courts, are completely beyond his

contrel.

Wity refpeét to what may ve fiyled the privilages of the Prefident,
I wi'lonly cbnrve that if he ‘}a} te "‘_‘. tn e have been guilty of im-
proper condult i the execution of Lir cillce, or of any offence againft
the laws of the United “fnc;, or thole of the feveral States, the Condli-
rution prevides; that for {fuch oﬁrzn:ec he s may fir be impeachzd, arnd

therety resluced te the capacity cf o privats ciuzen; and then be pre

fecuted for his crime, under thoft laws againft which he had oﬁen:ie
‘Taose parts of this Cenfltituticn, wiich relate to the efiablifiment
of Judicial Offices, T think it vnnecefiary to examine, becaufe the
Judiciary fyftems in this countrr- and in ¥nsland, are in rdeory, upon
a plan nearly fimilar.
Havinc thus briefly iketchel cut the great cutlines of the Cenfii-
ion of this ceuntry, Iwil 1 0w attempt o ro\mrtrzn th2 molt promi-

Cl i tl Ul LLLL..) v Llll-l)
orr]
Favland,

nent and lea ading teatures of whatis caﬂcu the Conftitution of Lol

In this attempt, thz firk thnb proper to be core, if it were puflible,

would be to invent fome kind of & Jdefinitien or defiription w h“rebv

fome fort of an wdea ¢ this ¢ fiupendous fabric of human invention, e
might be fermed. D.it to effedt tais, I indat utterly 'm:ﬂ",b e.—
As well mizght a perfon, when flanding upon the iummi: of a moun-

.
LI 2N

LuaAl,

"'
-o C>
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-tain, attémpt accurztely to defcribe every tree in a diltant foreft, as 1o
‘endeavour to give an exadt definition of the innumerabdle inconiiiten-
cies and abfurdities, wuich have been eonfutzcly thirow n together, inta
this huge and misthapen mafs, cenominated the Conflitution of Eng-
land.—From this abiclute impoflibility, of deitrioing what is calied
-the Conflitution of I'ngland, many have conciuded thar there is nz
uch thing in exifience; becaufe they think it reionable to fuppofe,

that whatever fus an exiftence, will admit of {ome kind of a defcrip-
tion.—And it maft indeed be admitted, that it the prefent jonn of go-
vernment in kngland, in falt cepends upon o fixed and efablithed
confututien, that the knglifh ard the Americans attach t9 the word
*“ Conflitution,” very different, and opr)o:._e meanings.—lor in this
*country, it denctes an express centract, batween the government and

the people, whereby the government confessed/y derives, its whole
power and authority.—Eut in “he prefent form of government in
Engiand, nothing but an implied’ contrall between the governmen:
and the people exiftis. And fo far are ti.e government from acknow-
ledzing, that it is even frem this implied contract that they derive
their authority, that in many inf.ances thev adireftly deny it.  For
thev maintain that their legiilanive powers are unlimited, and beyond
the controu: of the peor.:. --i:u. certainly if they admic that they de-
rive their aut'“orlty from the peetle, it will follow of courfe that the
people hzve a right to limit and ccirtroul that autherisv.—But this is
not ihe only way, in which the geverament of Fuclzmu feemte infinu-
ate, that the peojle are not the fource from whichi trey derive their
authority —For ti.o of its brancaes hold their ofices not oniy inde-

pendently, but as Mr. Burke {zen. tou\'muate, In contempr of the wilk
or choice of the people.—— And certainly if they do not depend vpen
the people for their offices, they do not for the powers of ti.ofe oﬁices;
—for an cffice, and its gowers. cin never be ferarated. If therefore
there be any {uch thing in exiftence, as the Conflitution of England,
it is nothing more than ihe zacir confznt of the peopie, to the zontinu~
ance of certain legiflative, executive, and judicial offices, which they.
kad no voice, or 2jency in efiabli:hing,

Tus
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Tue legiflative power which this Conlllmuticn has ef 4bl hed is
vefted in what is called tae Parliamen: of kngland; cenbiiag of
King, Lords. and Commons.—he ofhce of tne King is nHed b one

erfon, and hzld by herecitary facceflivr; and nothing but his own
confent, a to:al railu-e ol 1022 1n the ToV al lin¢. or the deiruztion of
this conftitution. can everr emove iz frsm bis imily. A part of the
members of the Houie of Lords, 1keml»'= hold their ofices by heredi-
tary deicent : The ctherme ambers of that houfe, are appointed by the
King.—The members of ile ‘ioufe of Commons, are chofea by ths
people for the term of ieven vears, unlefs the King fhall diffolve the
variiament for which they weore elelled, bafore that time fhall have
c--pired.
‘I'me pariament cf FnzlanZ thus conflituted, claim the right of

ad N - Lo e’ s ca
-~ .. ~ s - Ll - s~ . LA 24 v
cxcr;z-;nz abfolute vl unumitzc iznidiative authenty, over every part

-~

t.,-c exteniive authorizy which thev ¢ iave no lefs extenfively

the Kinz's 4 PINICnI —ANG mzizncno 1} xperience evinces, that
2 : ' }'
aglr wca:«:nei‘s or their fears, hes hi-

m,? i - : Yoer - 1
exercued. and thar I‘.Cl’l.ﬂ: S350
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i iz are permitizd 0 eniiv.—Buras cac branch of this par-
71mze:':: bas an ablsitie negative .ative proceeaings of

T
| 'S
- 15 e .5 s - ¢, 4
t"e C‘:; €T WG, 1l inerlisre onc ranis rera:s

c its ailent (0 a prurgi, i
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law of the cipers.—in taal particu:as caig, e omnupstence of th
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whele is irt a2 v hie tuipended.

Tae wnole exccontive author
biithed, is veiied n the King, astne chizr executive ot the nation.—
'l 1

-4
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His pm"efs .'1 this capacity are exteniive. abiolute, anid in {fome cales
MY Fv i3 wqgvrel o
aic‘;pouc.——— r he1snoe nlv intruiied with the execution of the laws
and wiih the chief command gft ne

to appoint. 2t his own difcretion, and without any hindrance or cen-
trcl, ail the ohcers under the covernment of the natie, to create
Peers; to reftrain fuch of his fubjeéls from leaving the rea.'m as may
be deiirous of vifiting foreign countries; to fummo~n thefe of them to
retu"n immediatelv home, who may atany time be ablent; and if
1wy {hall retule to cbey his fuimnmons, to puuith them with great feve-
rmy

ut
army and navy : buti empowerc.l
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rity whenever they return; andto proclaim war, tc mike peace, and
conclude treaties with foreign nations. ‘I'he confiltutien further pro-
vides, that in the execution of the laws, Le thail on all occafions be
confidered as abfolute and irrefiftibie ; und that no pcrfon thall dare to
oppoie him, cn any pretence whatever.—He has likewile the power
of granting pardons and reprieves, for all crimes and offences againit
the laws of Zngland, except in caies of impeachment.

In addition to the legiflative and cxecutive powers with which the
King is invefted, the confiitution nas gracioufly condefcended, out of
its great regard and hizh eficem for perfous in elevated fituations, 1o
alcribe to kim not only {uperier dignity of perfon, to that which 1s

pofizfied by his moft 1 luftrious fﬂbjC&a but abfolute and uncondi.
uo;.al perfeftion.—And however i uxmhatmg it may be to the Phile-
fopher and the Chriftian, it is a truth which no perfon will attempt to
denv, that the great! odv of the p“ov% have alw.;y' fhewn unbounded
grau itude for this wile d° “m niatien of their conflitution: anaeve rfaoy
to fecond the vicws ¢l this creator and upholder o then 'Fﬁmcs, ey
have alway: approacheu therr Sc,e ev'rx with the mofl pro‘oun\! reve-
rerice and awe; and proclzimed to the encs of the earth, his divine
Eoliness and ferfection.

Fzaoss the viewwhich I havenow takerof th
it appears, that the iegifiative powers wiach iz bs

e con“t' ﬂon of Ergland,

5Cr ¢ and depoiited
i the hands of he palbamem. ~+e univerizl. H' te. and bej.:nd all
puman control.  'T'hat the people of Iingland ‘ngd not the rzs 5¢, al-
though they might have had the power, to eiiabiifh {uch a contiitution
as this, may ezfiiy be mnads to appear.—For if it be true, that :he go-
vernment of Lxmanc‘ are en “’L vl unhmited legiflative zuthori-
tv, 1t 1s evident, that the pecp le 'h:v“c deierated the whole colleétive
power which thev originaliy p» felicdd, andas tze power of perpetrating
every {pecies of w ickedne’s i3 inherent In every man, and i every
bodyv of men ; if therefore the peeple of Enciand rave dclcff ited their
whole cnlle@tive power t¢ be exercifed wocording to the virtue and
d'icretion of thofe to whom they have entruited t, they have thereby
given an inplicd permifiza that the power which they have thus de-

Jegatesd



legatzd may b: empioyed to effect the mo® mifchievous and wicksd
pt.rpofes.——-secamc 1t cannot be denied, that if the peon‘.e of knzland
have in fact deiegated their whole colletive P(m.'f', that in fuch dele-
.gation thear power of doing anjufiice is contained, and it is abfurd to
fuppole that taey would have faken the trouble 01 deiegating a2 power

which they never intended thould bz exercifed -—But even r.lmuu'zg
tha: when thev dzlegated t‘u:. power, aeir intention in fa®t was that
-1t Thould lie eternally dormant, and never be called into operation;

#i:1l they had no righr to ba‘ e d ‘C;:‘..Iﬁd it bzcaufe by io ising thev
.gave an inpiied, if not an €x preis perin on, that it mm‘*’ be ex-r-
cifed, whenexer the whims or conveni 3ce of tho'e to whom f».,:\‘ ]

~ . Pl hd .»p M PR fﬁ:aﬁ :
entruited 1. inould require s aui anG afiifabce.—AnNd o fzy .zt
they did nct belicve at the time when they deieg ated this power, 1hat
1 -- 3 e :
L €VEr DUl 1t into opefan i3

thoie 1in m.sf’l the’vehcd : v.o 1

M W

i2ving commitied it 3 th
s 2nd intentions the

cuftody of otber peffons with mho{“ difpolition 7
-muft have been wholly unacgquzinted. Ferwhile they retained it in
their own hands, it was alwayvs in their nower to refuie 15 ex “‘TC;l‘: T

3
but when they had once perm::tea it 10 b= ;:1 ed bevond iheir reach,
they inflantly became incapable of preventing its operations —Nejtier
will it do for them to fay, that they are fot aniwerable for the ='a
which may be made of the power which thev have delegated : For it
s not true, as the confiitution of Kngland feemsto fuz)‘ ofe, that when

a power 1s delegated it is at the fame time transferred ; and that the
govemment to whom it is entrufied, literally pofiefs it—and that it is
with powers inherently poflefled, that the goevernment of tnglmd en-
force the obedience of the people, and adminifter pretection and fecuri-
1y to the nation.

For the truth is, by delegatiag a power, we do not phyfically part
with it, and confequently the perfon to whom it is delegated, never
inherently poflefies it.—It 1c therefore evident, that the only real, in.
hecent power, which the moft defpotic government upon the earth can
goli=fs, iz nothing more than the power of fir tpom' ng out {uch objecis

as it may with to accompiilk, and then of putting in_motion the coilec.
tive



tive power of the matron, fortho purpiie of cStuiniag thole objeds —
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aim, where has fled the glorious an
foul, which formeriy animated this drowiy
them to defend their inborn ri, Ihts and
attacks of unreitrained power and relen

how contemptible, and how ignorant, of the
they were created, have this once independent and enlightencd peopiz
become. What infernal {pirit could have {vcked from the bofoms of
their fouls, the only principles which exalied them above the comimon
flandard of the brete creation ! How deen muil be the lethargy iuto
which they have failen, and hew faral the indifizrence witn wiiich ticey
are feized, when they can thus deliberately reivive to piunge them-
felves 1nto a fiavery more ignominious than words can exprefs, and
more terrible in its confequences than human forefight can calculate.
The voice of humanity would iikewife exclaim, the chains with which
a ftupid and infenfible generation have comnfented to be bound, wiil,
nerhaps for centuries, defcend to gall the necks of millions of their
yet unborn and innocent pofterity. And the genius of pofterity itfelf
would hover over our deluded country, and with forrow and indigna-
tion exclaim, never let the embrvo of cu:i exiflence be ripened into
life, if to that life flavery and difgrace are to be entailed. If it be
objeied, that by delegating tireir wheiz collective power, the people
of a nation do not in faft reduce themielves to a ftate of ﬂavery-lc:
us examine the power of a government, to which the whole colledlive,
power of the nation i3 (lfle”ath and we thall then be abie to difcover
whether this oHJvcnon Eave any foundation in truth, or whether it be
nothing more than the a: fd fugieftion of the friends of monarchy, by
which to blind and deceive the uninformed part of mankind, relative
to the true principles upon which every hereditary gevernment is efta-
blithed.  And if it fhail appear, ihat the pegple of a nation, who have

dclezated tihicir whole collective nower, are thcrcby deprived of thole
natural rizhts and privileges, whicn the neace and fafety of fociety will
permir them to enjoy 3 I think it mav be fairly concluded, ihat they
evidently belong to that unbappy clafs ¢i human beings, who are de-
nerainated Slaves,  For although they may enjoy many riph ts_am b

y.'; Vi ,bC
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privileges, w'bich every rational being confiders as equally valuabke
with life itfeif ; yet as they do not enjey them as the free gift of their
Creator, but a ﬁo.m*:* ircm the bounty and benevolence of the govern-

ment of the nation, t‘ny can no more be confidered as free, than a pri
foner of war \"10 1s enlarged upon his parole.  For when they dele-

gated their whole coileiive power, they rarted witi every t‘nng which
they poffefled; for withou: power they couldpofleflc nothing: and if
they }“arfefi wul” every 1311*1* which the poﬁeﬂeu, they muil confe-
quc'ltly have parted w ith their rizhts af}d privileges: it ftherefore they
were afterwards perm-’ ed 10 en:cv a part, then it muft have been owa
mg to the weaiineis or bzievolence of the government to whom they
had granted therm—Dut in order to put this matter in 2 clearer point
of view, letus ﬁmpw cenfiuer one particular power which every go-
vernment, to whom the whiole ce'leCtive power ¢f the nation .s dele-
gated, muft necedlarily pofefs. 1 meanthe powsr of altering the con-
ftitution of the naticzi.  New if there be any purpofe, for which the
conliitution of a netion is eitablithed, we mult funpeie it is for the

purpole of empovenng t the government to call forth the colleftive pow-
er of the natica, when the accomplifhment of objeéts of natienal advan-
tage cnd utiiity may reguireit; and of guarding againft the encroach-
ments of whe government, upon the rights and privilege- of the people.
And if the con'ritution of a nation be any thing, which has s fixed and
cetermined-exifience, it muift be a contract between the government
and the people, in which they both agree to do certaina &s for their
mutual benefit and adva an*age, and to abftain from certain c¢tl:er alls
which might prove reciprocally injuricus, and by which both parties,
dyring its continuvance, are n.tually and unconditienally beund.

When the government of a nation 1z eftablithed, 1f no fuch coatralt as
this is entered into between the people and the government, but the
people promife unconditional obedience to whatever the government
may command, every perfon will admit, that the peojle wall indiiputa-
bly be flaves, although they fhould be permitted to exercife many of the
important rights and privileges to which they were by natuic entitled.

But if the people are flaves, whep they negle@ 1o snter into a coniradt
' with.
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with their 'fovc'nm;nt, are they not equally flaves, when they cxprefs-
ly agree that their government fhail have the nower of enﬁavmrr them.
—For by entering into a contrad with their govemment anJ thertm
exprefsly recognizing their power ‘o alter and amend it, they aseffec-
tually confent that the government may at pleafure enﬂu them, as
they could have done, by entering into a f~pax ate and particular agree-

ment for that very purpoic.—-necauxv if ({ie governiment be entrufted
with the power of making what alterativns they pleafe, in the original
contralt between the people and themlielves, they can defiroy every
article which it contains ; and only infert, in their lieu, that the peonle
fhail yield unconditional obedience to whatever they may pleafe to
command; and the people, by their own agreement, will be bound by
this aiteranon of the original contralt between themfelves and their
government.—But, it will be afked, if the government of a nation are
not to be entrufted with the power of altering the original contradt,
between the people and themfelves, in whom ought this important
power to be vefled ’—-I anfiver, that it ought never to be perm ancm/v
vefted in any man, or in any body of men : Hut that the people, the
great fource from which it muit ever flovr, ought carefully to retain it
in their own hands; and to exercife it, either in their origical charac-
ter, or through the medium of a Convention, whenever they may
deem it neceflary or expedient.—Bat, it will be [aid, if the contrat
between the government and the people ought to be reciprocaily bind-
1nz while it continues, that neither of the partics ought, in jullice, to
be permitted to alter it, without the concurrence of the other.—Bnt
thofe who would argue in this way, inuft fuppote, that the government
have in fat an ablolute interes: inthe othees which they hald, and con-
fequently in the power of thofe ofices. Whereas the truth is, the
power which they poflefs, i confequence of the offices which they hold,
is merely entrusted to them by the pconh,, to be by themn retained and
exercifed, untii it frall be demanded by its original and rightful own-
ers. Ii then the official power which ile overnment poflefs is not in
fa& their cwr, but enly held by them in trust for the people, I conceive
that the pcople do tlicm no injury, by su-in refuming Gt pover; be-
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remedy agzainft the King himfelf, Las merely permitted them to cen-
fure and punith his unfom;r_atc minifiers, for baving wickedly confent-
el to follow his infrutione! Now asit is a fa&}, recogn.zed by the
Conflitmtion itf=}{, that the King is the fountain, from which al
the national advaitages refulting from his adminifiration of the
governmzat originaliy flow, it is evident that whatever national
evils his 2dminifiration may prodsce, muft likewife fiow from
bim, 2s the great fountain from which the varrous channels of
the executive, or miniftenai branch ef the government, are con-
r*f"' fed and fupplizd. If :kerefore the King be pure, and his inten-
uns good there can be no doubt that the confequences of his adminif-
ration will be the hap inefs and profperity of the nation: Butif, on
tae other hand, the King be corrupt, and his intentions evii. it is e-
quzlly certain, thal the confequences of his adminiftration wiil be na-
tional mifery and difgrace. tor although the King’s minifiers, ac the
cl:annels through wkich the confequences of his adminifiration mut
neceflarily flow, might corrupt the originzl purity of thrle conf:-
quences; yet it is obvinus, that a good a +d wife King, would never
long permit the good effects of nmis adminifiration to lx. peifon=d, by
the Blthinefs of the channels through which the Conlilzztion had or-
¢ dred that thole eficds fheuid fow; but thar he woull iinmediatelr,
ty difmifing from &is confidence his vensl and corrupi mnnﬁcr,,
c2i; 2 thofe channels to be [ clsanfed arnd punified, tams the eff&ls o)
:is wdminifiration rught reach the peeple, as pure and vncorrupt as
tae ' were, when they left their onginal fource.  But if the fxzrg t
impure and corrupe, it is impofible that the confequences of his ad

(

-

mimiftration fhould ever be cleanied of their corrapticn, by ﬂn\smn
torcugh pure and : qcorrum chanrals.  How then is it pofiible, thas
the people thould ever be relieved. from the oppreflion of a cerrupt
and tyrannical adminiftration, unlels they be p:rmm'd to cleanfe the
Sfouugin, from wiich that opprefMon originally flows ?
Brr even fuppeiing it to ‘v true, that thc caufe of public opprefhon
ughr always to be atrribuied to the minifers of the King, i would

1 " }

fill be exceedingly diffcult for the people 1o arreft its pro"rcfs For
D they
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they would find it to be no ealy matter, to punifh fuch of the King’
-Counlelicrs, as he might chule to prote&. Becaufe, as irzpeach.
ment is the only method of punithing the minifters of the King; and
as all impeachments are to be tried before the Houfe of Lords, who
are independent oi the people ; and as the King can at any time add
to that Houle, by the creation of ew Peers, uny nuinber of his own
creatures which he may chufz; and as the lords Spiritual of that
iloufe, on account of their dependency upon the King, never fiil to
a2 in unifon with Lis lentiments. except in thofe cales which would
infringe upon tieir enormcus privileges : it is evident that the King,
whenever he pleafes, can fave kis moft obnoxicus minifters from con-
demnaticn, upon wacir final trial.  And fatal experience has evinced,
that in almoit every cafe, in which the Houfe of Cominons have im-
peaciied one of the minifters of the King, after immenie fums of the
public money Lad been expended in kis profecution, he has been at
lail acquit:ed before the Supreme Ceurt of the nation.

BuTt that generation of the }Fnglith people, who formed and efla.
biilied tie prefent Confiitution of thet country, were not contented
to fusnith their Kings wih 26e means of becoming tyrants : They
were likewife folicitous 1o provide them with tyrannical dispositions.
For thiz purpole they ordained, that every heir-apparent to the crown
of England, fnould be taught to confider himfelf as belonging tc a
more exalied order of beings, than the reft of his fellow-men; that he
ihould be in 2 manner excluded from 2 knowledge of the world, and
of human nature ; and that he thould be kept an entire ftranger to
every kind of hardfhip and fatipue, and never be made acquainted
with the labour and difbculty which ever attend the acquifition and
prefervation of private property. In this way they laid an effeCtual
foundation, of not only adding to the natura: infolence and haughtinefs
of thiofe who were eventuaily te become their Kings, but of rendering
them in other refpe@s incapable of performing the duties of the imnpor-
tant office for which they were intended. For by providing that they
fhould be kept ignorant of the world, and of human nature, they render-
cd them incapable of judging what mode of government would bett

fuit



29

- #ait the tempers and difpefitions of mankind. And by preparing for

. their conftant enjoyment, an eternal round of eafe and pleafure, un-

interr:oted by mental perplexities or bod ly fatigues, they effeftually

- difqualified them with judgment to calcuiate, or with any degree of

precifion to alcertain, the burthens which their fubjeéts would be capa-
ie of bearing.

Tuz bed mode of education, however, which the founders of the

- Conflizution of England could have poflibly contrived, would have been
“altogether infufficient to have rendered a1y confiderable number in
-the line of Kings, which they eftablithed. or could hase eftablithed,
capable of executing the daties of their ofice.  I'or melancholv expe-
rience has evinced, that a very large proportion of every hereditary
race of kings which hifiory has recerded, have been wholly inadequate
through mental inbecility, to the performance of the arduous talk whic!:
their offices had affigned them.  And experience equally melanchely,
has likewile infiruted us, that in thole cafes, in whicli weak and impo-
tent monarchs have been intrufted with the reins of o7 vernment, they
have uniformly beftowed their confiderice upen artii! mirizuing fyco-
phants ; who have never failed to exercile the power with which their
‘Sovereigns had invefted them, for the accurfed purpoics of azgrandiz-
ing themfelves and their families, and of fubjugating and opprefiin-
‘the psople.

Bur with regard to what I have afferted, concerninz the abfolute
and unlimited power of the King, 1 will furtker add, that if I were
‘even to admit, for the fake of the argument, that kis official authority
is confined within acknowledged and definite bonunds, and controul-
able by a conftitutionable pawer in the people; Tihould fiil! be able to
fhow, that many of the powers which ke pofleiles, 1n confequence of
the important office which he holds, can uever be exercifed, either by
him, or any other sing/e individual, however wife and perfact he may
be, conliltently with the fafciy and happinels of the nation.  Of thefe
important and extenfive powers of the King, the only one which I fhall
at the prefent notice, and which of all others is the moft dangerous to
the ] certies and fafety of the people, is that which he poﬂ'eifes of in.
' volving
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volving the whole nation in a.bloedy and defiru&tive war, whenever
his pride. his ambition, or his own private iutereits, may prompt him
to fo unjuft and wicked a meafure.

Taar it is inconfillent with the happinels and {afety of the people,
that the King fhould poffefs the power of plunging them into a war,
whenever he 1nay chufe, can with very little difficulty be demonitrated :
Ior every perfon of eommon candour, and common fenfe, will ac-
nowledge, that of ail the powers, with which the Creator of the Uni-
verfe hasinvefted the nations of the earth, thrt of making war upon
cach otirer, ongiit to be exercifed with the greatelt degree of modera-
on, an:d deliberate caution ; becaule of all the adts wiich a nation is
<apatie of performing, that of making war upon another nation, is the

and awful in its nature, and the moft terrible and diftrefling

yall inl
mell iciernn and awiuiin

in its conjequences.  Were it neceilary to adduce evidence in fupport
of th:.c remark which I have here made, relative to the dreadful and
dillrefiing confequences of war, I could eafily bring to view fome of its
awful, tremendous, and agonizing {cenes, which lefs than thirty years
ago, pailed within the limits of our own country.—I cculd prefent, to
‘our lively and awakened imaginations, {cenes of deliberate and preme-
dirated murder, and of wanton and unprovoked rapi «¢. whefe extreme
and unprecedented cruelty, would be fuflicient to chill the blood of a
Tarleton with horror.  But to recapitulate the aéts of barbarity and trea-
chery, which marked the temporary fuccefles of our eniemies, during
our revoloticnary firuggle, is at the prefent unneceffary.  The recol-
1e&ion of thofe atrocious and iafernal crimes of the Britith and Heflian
foldiery ; of the mercilefs and favage Indians ; a d of the fiill more
mercilels and favage tories ; no doubt glows in the bofoms of many in
this alfembly, in colours infinitely more lively and vivid, thanit s in
the power of the moit {irong and heated imagination to conceive, the
moft delicate and deep-touched pencil to pourtray, or the moft ener-

getic pen to defcribe.
Ir then the power of making war be thus awfully folemn in its na-

ture, and thus inconceivably difirefling in its confequences, how care-

fl ought the pzople of a nation to be, in guarding againlt the intempe-
rate
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L)
rate and unneceffary exercife of the power which they icherently pol.
fefs, of prociaiming themielves at MTRPeROrS EINMITY, WITH THE
PEOPLE AND 1HE GOVERNMENT OF ANOTHER NATION. DBut how
arz they the moft efeQually to provide againf the improper ule of this
dangerous and uncentronlable powsr? Are they todo it by retaining
this power in their own hands, and exercifing it accordinz to tacir cwn
diccretiecn . This it wili b= faid is izapeflible.  Muil this power taen
b: delegated? If io, to whom ought it to be intrulled? Uught it to
be vefted acco ding to the policy of the Conltiturion of this country, in
the GREAT COUNCIZ AND LECISLAIUFE OF 1HX NATION :—whofe
members are choler: by the people feor a fhort period of timz—who con-
Jessedly derive their whole power and authority frem the people—who
are anfwerable 70 the people tor the faithful difchar,e ot the truit repot
ed in thern—and who are liable to {uifer equaliy with thz people them-
fclves, trom the bad confequences which mayv flow from any of their
official conduét ? or ought it, agreeab'y to the principles of the Gon'ii.
tution of England, to be placed in the hands of one man, who is the
chief executive of the nation; who neither depends upon the peorle
for his power, nor is aniwerable to them for his condult ; who cannot
be fuppoled to alt with the moderation of a deliberative colleflive bady,
much lefs with the judgment and forelight of rwe colleGive podies, act-
ing as cenfors and critics upon the condult of each other; and whe,
the experience of aes has thown, is more likely to invoive the nation
in war, for the purpofe of accomplifhing his own private erds. of grati-
fying his haughty and infolent pride, or of feeding his infatiable ambi-
tion, than for the purpofe of remedying any rea/, and otherwife remedi-
kess grievance of the people?  Can Americans, who are friends to our
~ational Conllitution, helitate in deciding this queftion in favour of
_ their own country ? I willanfwer for them : Tam fure they cannct —
Twillindeed go further, and aik if the friends of juftice and humanity,
_in whatever part of the worid they may be found, will not prefera Ceu-
ftitut.on, which placcs the power »f making war in the hands of the
National Legiflatere, to a confutition which commits this importar.t
power, tothe fole and varelirained €01 2ue or the chiet executive of

the
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‘the nation 7 Let the confciences of the friends of monarchy, anfwer
thi> plain and fimpie queition.

AT us now difmifs the conﬁder;:!o'x of toe odious and tyrannical
Fowes s of the king, and examine fsr a mioment rhcenraordmc.ry powers
and excluflive privileges of i C’l’talﬂ c:afs of people in that country,
uiually dencmicatzdeie nokilty . Pat to enumerate the whole of tke
Powers ar. pravilzges whicht rzs clais of peopic claim the exclusize right
of £xerr, "un and enjoving, would at onice be redious ancd difgufting = It
tore my inteniion 9 feled for the prefent contideration, fuch
their arbitrary and ailumed powers, and of their enormous and
ciadlve priviicges. asare the molt c:;'}::rcw to the liberties and fafety
of ti» people, and the mol deiirudtive to the dignity and independency
.o ou- nature.

It is neceliary hereto csfcrvc, that thefe eflumed powers and excin.
five puxu- ses of tqe Lobility of anbzand, mMay With propnct& e
taeir imaginary 1ights. I:eu: fe, as zil human rights which reails

e derived erther from the creator of the univerfe, or from indivic
ot tiie human race, and as thc robility of Fn:!anl do not cerive theu'
exclusive folivical righi: from either cf th eie Tources, 1t is evident that
thofe righis have no kind of exifiencs in naiure, and confequently are
nothmg more thon the airy phartems ¢ ff'*e imaginatien.

Of theie imaginary v ights of the novi.: 'y of Enﬂand, that whic
they pow)!,m coinpoilng a part of the Jiprem e legiflature of thot cou ntr}
and confequently of heiping to imzose laws upon the great bnd) of the
nati03, is the moftdangerous tothe liberties and fafe ty of the pecple, and

the muf‘L degrading to the dignity of human nature, Becaufe, as the
ﬁobility are e'npum.reJ. by t‘m Conftitation to aflift in giving laws to
the nation, without being firli avtliorifed by the peo>le for that purnoie,
it neceds no arcument to thow, that fuch parts of :he Fnelifh Taws as
may be ;Qated by the nobility, will be nothing lefs than fo many evi-
dences ol the enflaved and degraded flate of the na'ion.  Fer fu-civ it

will not be dented, that if the gevernment of a couatry thould be inde-
pencdent of the people, that the national laws which the goverun ent
m:2ht i that cale enad, would be fo many incon*zflible proois of the
reopie’s

r-ed

'.'
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peoplc s wratchedae(s and flevery,  Certainly then,it folicws of courte,
tha: if 4 pare of the government ‘thould be dep'nJc t of the peoyie,
thofe paris of the na.L onal laws which might be diftated oy the
independent part of the gc-zrament, would hikewife be fo many unan.
fwerable proofs of the @27 1daian 20! micry of the great body of the
people : and as the nc uliz*iy of Erz:and ampofz 2 mijerity of one of
the branches of the fuprems legidature of thit county, and .s each
branchofthatlegifature pofielzs an 4olclute nezative ur on the lezifiative

p'opeemnés of the oth<r two, “he nemlity Baveitin their PowWert; miae

v.bat alterztions they pi ,, 1-, i1 tue propoied inws of the reprefentatives
of the peopie, before thele laws c«n poﬁbiv be completed.  The peo-
ple therefore, are under the nzceflity either of living without laws, and
fubjelting themfelves to the inconveniences and harrors of a fiaze of
fociety, more terrible than anarchy itfeif, or of permitting the islepend.
ent part of their government to make fuch alterations a1d amendments,

as it may chufc to everv law which the retresentative branch of their

govcrnmcnt may propofe for its cencurrence.
THE nobility of England, as | have belore obivrved. erjoy many

other privileges than that of compofinz a part of the governrent of that
country, from which the great body cf the nation have ~ver been ex.
ciuded. Butas thele p‘ivileges are too numercus here to wiraitofa
particular detail, 1 thzll a* the prefent content mvfelf with odierving,
that thev are not oniy iaconfiitent with the natural dijmity of haman
Lature, but extremely cangerous to the liberties and faiety of the peo-
ple.  And the truth of the obiervation which I have here made, con.
cerning the danger 1o whica the enormous and exclufive privileges of
the Eﬁguxu nobility, expole the liberdes and fafety of the commoen pes-

le, is fu far from depending upon the zffertions of the cnemies of the
Engiifh conftitution, that it has been eftabliflied by the folemn, and ur...
ed dcclarauons of all threc of the branches of the fupreme legiflatare
of that country. For in thofe perio*’s ot the Br:tif h hitory, in waich
the nztion has been bleffed wi'h a government pofeflir.z the common
feelings of humanity, various fiatutes have been paffed, for the exprefs

and avowed purpofe of ameliorating the unhappy condition of the
commen

r,w-
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common pecple, and of [hielding them as effe&ually as the natore of
the cafe would permit, from the tyranny and opprefiion of the over.
grown powers and nuinerous exclufive privileges, with which the con.
ftitutions had originally invefied the nobilitv. Wko then will have
the hardihood and effrontery to affert, in contradiftion to the folemn
ceclarations of the gevcrnment of Engiand, that the conftitutional pow-
ers of txe nobility of that country, are not inconfiftent with the happi-
nefs and fafety of the common people > If then the political powers
and privileges of the nobility, encanger the fecurity of the common
pcop.c ought thofe pcwersand privileges ever to have had anexiftence ?
Inthename of;umcc and humaznity, for what purpofeis civii government
eftabiilhed 7 Isit for the noble and generons purpofe of protedting the
weak, from the infolence and violence of the ftrong; or isit for the
inhuman and unchriitian purpofe of enabling a few diflipated, unprinci-
pled individuals, to plunder and enflave, with impunity, the zeft of
their fellow-men ? ,

‘Tre oppreflion, however, which the nobility are cmpowchfl 10 ex-
ercife over the liberties and fortunes of the common people, iz not the
only evil which they necefiarily prove to the nation. The very na-
wure of their exiftence as a body politic, feparated by poiitive and arbi-
rrary diftinétions from the reft of the nation, tends to the inevitable
defiruction of everv noble and generous fentimenrt, which the great
body of the people would ctherwile polleis. Becaufe as the principles
of the conftit.tion infiru& the ~cmmoun people to confider the nobility
as an crder of beings by natur.. fuperior te themfelves, they will of
conurle either believe thofe principles to be founded in ]uﬁxce and truth,
cr t¢ have no other place of exiltenee, than that of the imagination.-—
if therefore on the one hand, they rezaily believe the nobxluy to pol-
fefs 2 natural fuperiority over themfelves, and to be entitled to political
rights and privileges from which the reft of the nation ought in juftice
to be excluded, they difcover .cmielves to be entirely deftitute of that
know ledpe of the important ends for which they were created ; and of
thofe: noble and generous f+ntiments, which boldnefs of thought, inde-

peudency of mind, and a due fenfe of the umpartiality and benevolence
of
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of Deity never faii to infpire. For notw x'""ian.lin7 aimoft every per.

fon in civil fociety has freguent realons to selieve and confefs, that his
ncx,a.xbour 15 polfle Ted of mare knowled Je an ‘4 more wifiom than kim-
felf ; and notwithftending the great boiv 3f mankind are, {roin tiis
circumitance, very prop:rh, induced, in many refpclts, to vieil a vo-
Juntary ob=dienc: to th: commands of thoiz individuals, viom they
confider ac their Aaperiors in knowledge and experiencs ;—yzt, when-
ever the violence &2 3 man’s r)ijt.dlCCe izads him to béut‘m that his
neizhbour is created for the purpoic of enjoying greater privil:ges, and
greater bappurizss than himi:-lr, he dif c‘avs thc operatioans of a mind,
unmrdo*xab v centrafted and srovedng ; betrays the ientiments of a
heart cxtremely wicked and depraved, and maniiefts a Segree of dictruft
in the judice and impartiality of iis creator, whkich notaing tut infinite
goadneals i capabie ef forpiving.

Bux if on the other hand, the great bolx of the Englifh people fhoul
sver raile themlelves above the common | rzjudices ot their educatior,
end pierce with the eye of realon and rwﬂemo 1, the myitic .c:l which
has hitherto concealed from their uncultivazel n.unds, the difgulting

deformiles of mouarchy and arifiocracy; they wouldinlantly d‘:mol h

the Irtgh'y fabric of their Conilitution; d=.iroy the barbarsus and in-
bumzn laws which have been enalzd for it de.‘e.‘c ; lay ;‘foz“"a;c the
cafties of defpcrifm, which have for centiries fo'cdcd teetr Lgal
plunderers from the arm ofcm saitice s and re nder them'zlves forever
incapable of fupporting or obeving aucticr fvftem of government, form-
ed and featured ke ticir prefznt conititision, What then are vwe to
think of the wifdom and utilit ora eational Conflitution, whole very
exiftence depends upon thie iznorance and depravity of the great boly

of the ppnr\lp over vvhom itg PrT.;‘nr‘ﬂ i evte ded !

~

THe moit ¢idnent and arp.o\cd writers unon the Confiitution of
Enzland, in afﬁgmng their resfons for the recy P]t) of a Lolvof licre-
dlml'}' nouility in vhat country, have alizrted that the titles o huncur,
and diftin&ion, which the Kianzis empowercd to confer upon fuch of his
faithiul fubleéts as mav have merited Lis particular eltecin, ure not
oniy powerful incitements 1o acts of parriotifin and public virtue, but
c.heap and acceptable rewards for extraor.iaary public fervices.

) Now
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New ifjtbe tric, thos " Tas cfnelility cre conlormed oo the pure
TG UTCOTTUDT Tunulr oo TLoaTaing the pi tu riifes of tucic emi-
et a: € Cinnoeriwd patr ws wha have forve Ltheir counirv v itk oo
COMMSNZIZIZ 4 :.C0xl 10 278 T f2 titles vitd avery fewexcepil nis,
miziz here lary Do 2oew o owv zitaeyvs elothed with powers and
privilescs wiicinevlr zilteeniizn or the lecurity of the natien 7 ees
a Giicore patr.ol Lonre te fave Lis foriies rewa.ded, with 2 f.or:iou 33
the Docries of his countrml v -owiil s coontrymen in that cafe, con-
fider his fervicesas chean't U chald P oUr s 1t reafonable to 11‘;:?553,
that thele whbe are to inherit 122 neaie utles of their anceitors, will on
that account b2 more ambiiivss to difinguiln hemizives in the fervice
of their counuv ? Is it a principle of the human mind to fcek the
zitainn.ont of tholr things wiik wrich time will eventually previde
usl Iz itwllirzricn man's fon to forege his eaie and pleziure,
fr the uncer i omroLoin o ootalming that fortune, with which he is

wire of bein ilenz. uron iz ancelior's deceafe ! How then does it

v e thee elel S E ORI § S -z
“0Enr thrs titles of fobhilinv, EERE 'Ga.Ll"l;?:, are even orging

et aiments to acts of Mifnterese. marrictiim 2 Is not indeed the re.

e N - ~e

verie ol tnis poltion, a rew infiances excepted. motorioufly evident !
Foruizs o nnbiliny were at firt created, for the phmofe of enavlin;
~ v - . -~ - v 3. . - .

tho Wing the more enilv 1o reward the public fervices of fuch of Lis

il
Tioe azomithr orender tRemislves emnnent i the caufe of their

S 1.zl ol
coo.niTviowiyoarz ine.s iz prrmitted to remain in the families cf
harsoneriins upon whonn ey verz onicinally conferred I Why s
they metzoainreturnet 1oine Kingo upan the deceale of thole L;Jc:‘.s
Loomovhemrhz verg ot A telicwed thatthe King may Lave wn oo
Toviuriie ol zpain confeoring them unen fuch of his w or:h}' and jari-
oiie T T anbe e cfoemthe mol sierving of national Lorours
Wihere oo liice or ooy inalowing them to defeend to indivi
oo e ity e dedds of their ancefiors to reconane k!

. LY . ~ faad 1"

THOM o lhe NOTICE G the Tl Gl WO are {fo tar 1rom }‘- SIS SN

toat foarit of paorietiim, v lich i necelaty to command the eftecns or
the netien, taat thevare oouently entire firangers to the great jrin-
cipics of privaic riue !

Bur hers ancibier imuporiant cueflien ariless—For if it fiouw’ T oven

D“
-
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be admitted to be necellary and expedient, to confer ti les cf 'wmhty
upon thofe individueals. who had diltingu “u,d them:izives 12 the caufe
of their count'y, would it from tha Circamitance apean, -Im a2 King
ades ougatia juilice to proveed !

,—La

iz the proper fource irom wiich thote
In crder tofolve this quefiion with the greater wegres of accuracy and
rrecificn, let us ia the firlt phce alcertain the exat grammatical and
ezal 1mport of a title 0! nobliity, when 1t is conierred for the pure
anl unexczptionadiz purpole of rewarding altive and inflexible patri-
Y hat th-:u is the true import of atitle of ncbilit}', WNe: it is
2 fave ,x..‘ e circumitances ?  Settinr afide the

C‘tifm-

coaferred unde
¢ormous privile -..“na ch it is att=nuded, it 1s confidered as no-
tainy more thai an ansien:t :1':1 hoasurable mark of dittinéion ; im-
portinz, ihat the perion apou whiom at is beitoved, hias perinrmed ex-
traordinary fervices for his country, and confequently polizfies the
cordial and univerial efteem o iz ‘.:;tion. Ji thenothe title o

ies conifid=red 25 an xn(m'~”2?.‘.~: Yoo

IR :U!d e
1 “‘
)

create ed P'aer s, 11 molt cafes. cos ;
: high eftimation 1 which fi21s hela by the grear bulv of tne o arir,
fro,n what fource dnezs somsile natare teach us, s z'picn;'zi;l title ouJit

io nave been derived,
Let the (¢ g sclogl by ansver,
And sct b lear ned Starecm mrizhe,

T ve .
P
‘,x, . Al

Tue mor: we cxamine this wicrtion of the friends of the Tyl
sonftitution, concerning the wndzney of titles ot nobiity, to i) e
the commo: ﬂ'm')l‘ mth noble and cenerous intiiments a;.'.L to ur;e
them on to deeds of virtue and patricti’in. tie more unfounaed wod
fabacious 1t will appear. For whoover wll cive nidednl Lie woul L
cooily and candidiv o redo it upon he nature and tendeney of tie
sicles, will re sy difeovers that the zisory and o orace o0 the coantry
iy which they are nermitted to extit, vwill fo wu_ml’. b the only proc.
wceble means tnrevzh which thev can p (Ebly be obtael, Bel oo s
the Minzis the orcat pelittesd ountam, rom whion 'C'wj,' muﬁ c.er be
ceiived, vv woat pro bablz or cven poflihlz Meatis Can iy oves be ob.
tatned, Lefore his arvien oy ..ww‘w.)'.) and eleem b l\;ul el
and fucecfshaily cultvated. 2 n '. v iz it CofT e Cir 1o cl Tuste

. 1' !‘, Y . . ‘-‘ ’ . ot . ~‘ . 0 .
his whip, with the moit vuliant hopes of fucces, vl e

dopting



‘gpting., or pretenz g to adopt, his favourite political maxims; and
w arzrl" “r‘provm'r and zealoufly profecuting and uefez:mnq, every
material meafure of his a.miniitration? If then the iriendthip of tie
Kiug, be the only rcad to honour and pre{"mcnt; and 1t that friend-
fhip can never be obiained, without aiding the operations of his fa-
vourite plans of government, isit not z2pparent to the moft prexﬁc‘al
cbfierver, that if his ambition theuld ever render him defirous of invad-
ing the unelienable rights ¢f bis boneit and indefirious fubjects, he
[at cafe befiow liis honourable and wonder-werking favours
) v of kis cringing and unprinayled courtiers, wic might
prove the .nc:i"t 22ive and fuccefsiv] infiruments of his tyramw ami
opnreflion?  And what number of the Kin s of | ngland, from
th: reizn of ngc-rt to the prefent purind, hove difcovered them-
felves to be whally deflitute of thut kind of afpiring and infatiable am-
Lition. which is ever feekin: on accamulation of power and dominion,
thranch means themoft oppreflive and iyrannical. What aninfult then
npon the comimon unf‘eri:ax,cm of mankind. and v hat a libel upon the
INVariatie ex p ieTice tyaf wcs is thisinpudent and indecent affer
tion of the arivocates of the € onftitution of k ngland, that the tltles of

honour z2nd i .m& on which are left at the dilpelal of tice hng ne

1zl to prove ¢ pewerful incitements to acts of difinterefied and urtuous

patriotifm ?

Tue friends and advocates of the Conftitution of I'ngland, ia their
~eal to reconcile the numerons inconfiltences of which it is compoiec.
have very imprudently acknowledged and aflerted, thet the {tverdl
interefts of the kiny, of the no obility, and of the people, are not omy
scparate and distinct, but af/(' ite and discordani ; and that thelz feve-
ral and diflinétintevefis, all drawing in differcat and oppefice dire&tions,
and mutually retarding and checking each other in their progrefs, occa-
fion the continual an:t rezular operations. of the great aud complicated
mac!:ine of tiie }*'rf*‘ M covernment. Adnmutting for the pxcfent, thit
this ool theory of the Britidh governritnl, prefervcs an exact and
wnitbrm (‘onﬁaunc\ t \row‘ho’ tits feveral qnd various parts, lctus for
@ moment cxanine the v cryv important principles which itinvoives, and
the neceflory confequences vhichits px.d'("l operations would produce.

In the fuft place then, if it be true thot the intereft of the nehiliny is
sconflient \;.th that of the cemmon people, 1t1s ikewife true, thuttie

nurpofes
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its members fhall be eleftoc '0 2 lorre: ;-tim ~. iM2 tinn any one
pvr‘od oi popular delunon can sevo a0 Lo somected to continue.
chce uppcars th., Conzblu.n..-" Wi ()'. toae warvailed 1:.;;::5 anda
inflexible patriots, who framed the artic -5 o our natio-al Coujtitution.
For al.hough they were {enible, tuut civilions were tie ouly conilitu-
:ional means, by which the people coulld oppoie the tyranny and op;
preflion of their government, and that confzquently the more frequent
thofc eleflions were, the better would the people be pre;)?r‘cd to repel
the innovations of their rulers; yet they were ot the fame e avae,
that iuch is the creduiizv and frailty of human nasure, that even a ma-
Jority of thie people, by the ariful murcprc‘cma ions of defi_nix dema-
cozues, might for a wiile be deceived relaiive to the meafures and in-
tentions of their governmcar; that thercfore, if tae term of tiine for
which their rulers were elefted, fhould bP ih‘ort than a fincle period
cf their d=lufion was liable to endure. they m;gﬁt in thar cafe. bv afting
under this unavoidable decepiion, nii thexr natiorial courcils w ith a fet
of ambitious and anp'rm‘r men, who under the pretence of defending
the rights and liberties of their con'li'uents, would attemypt to reduce
them to a flate of fervitude a d fizver:. but littie infcrior to that which
is experieizced by the miferable aulits of ~.urope and Afia. In or-
ler therefore to guam agamn Liicic great aid n/»l.f,oo'izc evils, the Confii-
tution of our country has tuken care to provide, that the term of time
tor which the members of one of the branchesof nur National Legiilature
fhall be chefen. fhall not be of fuflicient length, to enable them to make
any confiderable progrefs in {ubjugating and eunflaving the people ;
and that the members of thie other branch cof this I emiflature, fha!l be
eleed as before obferved, for aterm of time of much greater length,
than any o:ie perizd of the delufion or the people can reafonably be
expelted to continue.

Bur with regard to the above mentioned general theory of the Bri-
tith government, it is not true as the admirers of the ' onftitvtien of
Fngland have foolifhly fuppofed, that the oper :tions of the government
of that country are effeted by the feparate and oppofite exertions of the
feveral and diflinét intereils of the king. of the nobility, and of the peo-
ple. For although I do not pretend to deny, that the fepgrate intereits
of thefe feveral paits ofthe L.nglifh nation, are confantly aQing in di-

ret
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re& oppaﬁtxon to ezch other, va* “tisan obvi s ant almoft felfevitcn.
truth, that whenever three mechanical. politicil o r.oral powers of
equal foice, fhali atiemjr = uove in diffzrent aad conisary i-ztilons,
they will mutually counisrct zach othiers exertions, w2l 'ﬁally
deftroy each other's cperations.  Itis therefore eviden:, that 1.2 feve

ral parts of the Britifh fo ermnent are conflantly wopr i o o, b'.'

the lcParatc and fingle :‘ eriings of 13e oy’ mnd ..o S,
either of tie siing, of .2 nobiiity, orof the yecpie; « o L a»: 3
thefe taree clafics of oz Foriidn *fo;]c. o Loy 3 <iortar 1hzte of

power than tiiat of the other two, haseffzttaally overcane aud dclb"!'
ed the nziural freedom and 1mu<pe -"‘;;,\ u"-.’::..-.- attions.

To determire which of th=fe tiirce ¢lwfec of tae = aglifepecnle bas
thus efleCtualiy conguered and fab--..o‘.;- e other 1o, recotirie mult
be had to the hiiiory ot their country. i here it wui evidently appear,
that durine me extenfive p erxod which hes iatervened, between the in-
valicn of Villiam the Co.aqueror and tire precent Yithe. every rart of
the naiion has been ¢ nerally governed and commd‘:;, ny the ﬁap»rmr
pewer a1d irredt tabic | 1nuu~..ce, wliich the C" saatiseunid sneans 1o
exercife and ¢atoy.  Iruring the whole of *is <o - 7o e iud. if the

rotedto: il o v romweil be exceptad, th“ Q.:"f: w.ooLthat rart ol

nation denc:. ' -icd Le reople, Love bren . Docn to nalln dn ha

N - N o . Ce—w ,— 1 - - N “.. . - <. .-\
goveriament of tied LU Ty I nSITL Ll 0t g ndiriiat.—
r . i . ; ‘.’: . et e N A - . .-
Ihe preud ivit of e noonitr Uintrui oocz mned a bone ood

| - ~ . b v
lmr‘lOVL“ uC l".i'.l"T, HRRCOPINT S SURCERNP R ¢ TR ARG VR l’ﬁ.g a ‘a. tne

I) i fo eflcwul!y was their pover and inlaene s delivor <Y L Uiy L
fal and undernings 5y '70""" o Vearv thie et lhae tf;-fir oo ’.';.;l
confequeitce ,.x the nia: m Cunee Uateven D mcried s been fowc

perceivabie. 1M m‘ec RN S NS IR FLRE ST Sl UNTISS U.,-','
perforroed 10 the ',-‘:t:f' revolaiton ol Dooen aadciandern
it wethal 7 i t‘)” Tien s eeen el el Ingpatenc , Ciol
ihe acceflon of deiniry - c': Whote e o yie sl castinves ]

nertny their rrtilate R oUW e, o huenee of
the Crown, thev nav=z bufclv i ‘?‘-cr:\ ity oo iay o g rantic
ftrenath, and ailifted it i COMn Lot Uen tuio Jativa anaiailery or tic

people. ‘
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Hrinerto, for the fake of the more conveniently dete@ing and
expofing the fubtile and ingenious fophifiry. which for centuries the
mofi eminent and accomplifh-d lawyers have been confantly invent-
ing and colie@ing, in fuppert of the Confiitution of England, I kave
condelcended to take it for granted. that tze conititution of that coun-
try, like that of thefe Lxmcd States, was in fath efiebliifhed by the free
and voluntary conlent of the grez: bady of the people. 1 his. hewever,
is by no means true. ior fo far were the p=ople of F'ngland from
voluntarily adopting their prefent national Conftitution, they made eve-
1y effort in their power to prevent s eftablifiment.  To the invinci-
ble fiword of \Villiam the Congueror, and not to the veluntary confent
of the great body of the pec; le, s celebrated Confitution owes its
exifience. Inthe pages of every impartial kifiory of that country, this
important fa& ftands recorded ; and cannot mth the fmalleft degree
of truth or decency be contefied.

Bur however evident the injuftice and abfurdity of the zZcor of
the Conflitution of England may appear, the wretched efle@®s of its
practical operations are fuil more conipicucus. For in that unhappy,
enflaved and degraded country, owirg to the wicked and deteflabis
principles upon which its Conflitution is founded. na midd/e fertune
can long preferve an exifience —71 here unbound<d riches and extreme
poverty, alternately falute the traveller’s atientive eye. Here rifes a
fplendid and magnificent palace. furrcunded with eafe and pleafure, and
conflantly refounding with tke noify banquets of unfeeling Lords.—

"I'here flands alow and citdv cotiare. continually encompa{“cd wita the
fright.ul and difirefling prefp=& of an approaching famine ; and exhi-
biting within its miferable and fhattered walls, a perfet and entire pic-
ture of Lhuman w.e'chednef.— But let the oppreflors of this unhappy
peojle remeraber, that though they hold millions in.hondagze ; thouh
thev ha=e for centuries fported with heman hap')inc:fs and mocked at
the milerics of their fellow-creatures ; though their crinzing ccurtiers
bow it huiid'e profiration at their feet, and re-erence them as gods ;
vet will al tieir power and grea:nefs be on= day deliroyed, and the
p ccodul reign of Liberty be extended to the utmofl bounds of ths

Um\ cr'e. N



