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ORATION.

FELLOW CITIZENS AND FREEMEN,

YOU, my friends, being solicitous
for the commemoration of the anaiversary of
our national independence, and that it should not
be passed over in silence, even on a water crcurswi,
have chosen me, as a suitable person to pronounce
an oration ; but for which I am sufficiently aware
of my inadequacy to the task. The few cursory
remarks which may be offered, I am persuaded can
by no means be suitable to rank with the able pro-
ductions in which the subject has becn treated by
men of refined abilities ; therefore shall only recur
to a few particulars as applied to that liberty by
which you all appear to be animateq. Any thing
ofa very conspicuous nature can by no means rea-
sonably be expected from me, therefore, for the

better 1llustration of our Independence shall make ..

some references to the productions of men, who
have by education and experience written on the
snbject ; and likewise shall make some few com-
ments on other matters which appear to accord
with the present circumstances of our country.
As respects you, my fiiends, I feel sensible that
these my feeble efforts will be received in the
best manner, and meeting with your approbation,
my feclings cannot be injured by the animadver-
stons of any one.

To revert to that state of dark despondency
“which tried men’s souls” would be a pleasing
theme ; but the necessary contraction I must ob-
erve, obliges me to forbear.
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Wec convene, Americans, to commemorate an
eventual, an all :mportant day—A DAY—which
emancipated more than three millions of human
beings '—That great event 1s at this time, and will
b: in future ages—commemorated, not only by the
h:ppy subjects of its benefits ; but by tne great
and good in all countries; by the philanthropist
of every nation. Where 1s the man, who does not
fecl ennobled at a display of human energiés?
Where the friend of humanity, who does not tri-
umph at the saccess of those exertions, which tend
to the enlargement, and the happiness of his spe-
cies 2 Alas ¥ there are men, insensible to the charms
of Liberty ! While we, the sons of freedom, hail
this auspicious era, as the dawn of that mornng,
which gave hope to the oppressed: of the earth ;—-
There are many, the votarzs of ambition; the
minions of power ; Tyrants—aad Slaves'—who
rejoice nof, at beholding their fellow men, indepen-
dent ana happy.

To Show that human nature is debased, I need
only to point- your atteniion to the pages of his-
tory ; or, to direct your view to the present state
of the world. The histories of those nations, which
have long since been swept away by the changes
of time, furnish us with sufficient evidence of the
ambition of man. And the face of Europe, of
Asia, and of Africa at the present day, exhibit the
distorted features of rapine, cruelty and wrong.

If we pursue the comparison further, of the Eu-
ropean quarter of the globe, we shall feel a still
stronger attachment to our domestic policy. Sur-
rounded by monuments cof ancient splendor, the
oppressed subjects are universally benighted amid
the darkness of civil and ecclesiastical tyranny.
Where once Freedom flourished ; where once the
Arts and Sciences received the highest culture, anfi,
the human mind exerted its last effort in the vart-
eus walks of Policy and Literature : we now Dbe-
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hold an abject multitude, reduced to the lowest rank
in the scale of noral and political degradation !

We have great reason to rejoice, my Country-
men ; that our nation is cxempted at present, from
the morai depmvltv and calamities which assail
the nations of the old world.

And now, Fellow Citizens, this vear, the vear
1803, which abolishes the Slave Trade p"escntx it-
self to our admiration. A people who immersed
in the d“rksome thraldom of superstition and 120n0-
rance who weie wont to follow their own rural

callings, until foreign invaders ingratiated them-
Selves amonz them, ot from motives of Philan-
thropy and hlll‘]'lﬂlt\ which would have u"pdicd
them to amcliorate their dejected situation n lite
by introducing among them necessary occupaticas,
good eovernment, conoemal religion, and schools
of rducafmn Lt to the shame of p"oﬁ'gate man,
thev e\cm’d them to o')posnte reiigious rancour,
which when stirred up in hztred to each other, ai-
wavs is of the most cruel and convulsive nature ;
in addition to which thev practised offering paltry
sums for prisoners taken by the cv erbean..«r party
in their execrable warfures. Hence appears the
sordid, avancmu), and depravcd state of srifisih
maz, who by the mcans of artful and clandestine
stratagems ettected a traiiic with the human SPecics
for menial scivices which now through the means
of a wise, moral, bencficent and huniane “overn-
ment, we cun join with the well dlsposed part of
mankind that teel the emotions of an ardent desize
to extricate man {ro:n misery. and place him m an
Mtere sting and informed situation of hfc vhich
may H(a\ en shine propitinusly upon.

But to return—We must a(knowlcuﬂe that a
disposition to cvii has appeared among “ourselves,
Else, wherefore have arisen the sounds of conten-
fion > Why, h. s party spirit_broken in upon the
barmony of social Lite ? Is it, that a duffcrence in
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opinion on political questions, necessarily implies
persunal hatred ? or, c2:not aa investigation of
principles, and an examination of conduct take
place, without descending to such odious invec.
tive, as awakens in the public mind unfriendly
emotions -

The freedom of enquiry, and the right of elec-
tion, which are so happily secured to us ; natural-
ly give Tise to a difference in opinion on the sub-
ject of government : but those very privileges, do
also furnish the means of correcting errors in prac-
tice, and of rewarding those persons, who are wor-
thy of public confidence.

Error is the infirmity of human nature ; but
truth 1s superior to all things and must prevail : and
wherever a people possess the means of informa-
tion, and can exercise the nght of suffrage, the arts
of sophistry will not long avail, to conceal the de-
signs of the ambitious ; or the deceptions of the
disorganizer: A calm investigation of principics
would enable us to determine their correctness ;—
and a dispassionate observance of the conduct of
men, weuld lead us to distinguish between empty
professions, and real patriotism.

Fellow Citizens, The sun of Liberty has arisen
. to its meridian : Tvranny hides her head ! Nature
rejoices ! America 1s FrzE ! And if all were anited
(as I hope and and trust we are this day) Amen-
ca might defy tlic most powerful nations of Eu-
rope, from George the Third, to the overbearing
Corsican. And, my friends, why are we divided ?
Why are we opposed to our own Government ? 18
it not a government chosen by the people ? Why
then do we wish to overturn it ? Remember the
words of our great and illustrious Washington,
“ United we stand, divided we fall 1”

Let us then rally round the standard of our Lib-
erty, (that liberty, which our forefathers purchased
with their blood and treasure) and fight, even di¢;
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itt its defence, and transmit it to our posterity, fiee
and indcpendent as it was received.

Erjoving then, in so sm.pr'nor a manner the bless-
mgs of Heaven it may be intecresting for us to in-

cstlorate the dancrev's to which our social 1nstitu-
tions are exposed.

Let us survey the Repubiics of Antiquity—and
seek for the causes wlnch ied to their dissolution.
A long course of pros')(r.t\' 1mtroduced amoner
them everv specics of luxury, and tins banc of Frei-
dom mdua]lv effeminated the hardikood of their
measures and sapped the foundation of public me-
nlitv. As a consequence, lcentiousness, like an
overwhelming torrent, burst in upon thcm, destro= -
ing every barrier which wirt: zte had conservatea,
and desolatm(r the temples erccted to liberty. Ti:c
voice of patrlotlsm was soon lulled to rest. The
general good became bartered for the privatc inter-
ests of 'nulwduals and corruption like a subtle po:-
som, forced its way through every member of ‘the
body politic. And if ever the period should arrive
i this happy Country (which inay Ged avert!)
when the public mind shall be led astray by theal-
lurements of vicious pursuits, and the great mass
of our citizens shall cease to be bohatous for the
purity of our manners and so. il policy ; we shall
then follow the fute of the Republics, “which have
preceded us, and regret too late the destruction of
.our 1nest1mable mstuutlons.

In order to obviate the occurrence of so deplor-
able an event, suffer me to recommend cirtuc and
morality, as the vital principles of all I'ree Govern-
ments. And it is incumbent on those of vou, who,
like myself, are just catering on the theatrc of life,
to guard with sacred vml:mcc the privileges be-
8towed upon us. Qur fathela, who stood out the
storm of a rev olutionary war farc, to secure to their
Posterlq the rights of self Gover nmcnt are fast
declining to the vale of years. DBut a short period
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inore, in all human probability, and they will unj;
versally have paid the last debt of nature.  Rouge
then Fellow Citizens! and perform a duty which
has devolved upon us, and endeavour perseveringly
to maintain the inheritance we have received. Angd
let us, with the same elevation of sentiment, which
inspired them in the heat of the conflict, solemnly
unite to defend the sacred boon, not only from the
violence of fereign aggressica, but the more proba.
ble danger of snternal discord.

The affair of the Chesapeake must doubtless, be
fresh in your memory, as also the satisfaction giv-
en by the British Government ; which was, iusul¢
~to injury. ‘The DBritish Officers, who were most
forward in that horrid transaction were recalled;
for what purpose ? To be reprimanded ? No! but
to be promoted, for their true and faithful fulfil.
ment of their Gracious Master’s orders.  Glorious
punishment for murderers.

Next appears to our view the Upstart Corsican,
who, on the wings of ambition wishes to cover the
whole carth; but should he dare attempt our hap-
py shores, yankee pills will meet him in front, asd
the bayouet in the rear. Therefore Americans be
united, and we shall conquer.

The conquest of nations, the birth of princes,
and the downfall of tyvrants, have in their turn be-
came the subject of celebration. If then, subjects
like those command the respect of a people, is it not
a duty, a sacred duty, incumbent onall Americans,
to commemorate the Birth, the Establishment, and
Independence of their Nation.

Happy Americans! The exuberant fancy of man,
even when most prolific, could not devise a state,
even an smaginary state, where citizens could be
possessed of so many transcendent blessings, as are
guaranteed to you by your Constitution, and wise
administration of Government. To your Country
you can look for repose ; How cheering, how en~
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pobling, how satisfz(i)ng the prospect! Peace is
maintained in your: borders, the people shout the
song of jov : The husbandman is heard in the
field, there 1s none to make him afraid.
. Much has been said respecting the late acts of
our General Government ; more particularly the
Embargo. It has been asserted, there is no alter-
aative, but an Embargo, or war ; if so, is not peace
eur policy from wisdom, from humanity, and from
choice 7 If ever we go to war, it must. be from ne-
eessity, and it will be defensive ; but in such a eri-
sis, when all that i1s dear or sacred to freemen;
would be put at ;ssue. Why, then we will defend
our Country be the invaders Englishmen; or
Frenchmen, and emulating those gallant and dis-
interested spirits, who first asserted and triumph-
antly established our Independence, #ewill swear
fo preseroe it, or incorporate our blood and bones with
the soil. . S

Fellow Citizens—are you sensible to . the bless-
ms you now possess 7 WIll you prefer to rank
with nations, who recognize in supreme power the
sam of political right? or will you maintain to
yourselves, distinct systems, laws congenial to free-
dom, and an independent suffrage ? Will you teach
Your sons to bow. the neck to despots, and te kiss
the hand of the murderer dren hed -in the blood of
their children? or, will you detest all systems -
founded on -that odious doctrine, which declares
mankind unequal to the power of governing them-
.selves ?

Compare your situation asa mation : is there
any other upon earch whose circumstances are so
favourable ¢ seperated by the Atlantic, from the
contentious states of Europe, you have but littie
to fear, from their intrigues, or their armies. On
your frontiers, you behold the remains of the abo-
riginal tribes (a few only who are bribed by Eng-
hish gold excepted) smoaking the calumet of peace :
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_ In your councils, wisdom presides as thehead ; 4
~ justice, judgment, and -truth, are her support.3
In your cities, your towns, your: villages,- thd
churches of .the living ‘God. are sestablisted 3
and your religion is the devotionof:thé keax?. Niit-"
tured m the genial sotl of Liberty, gentus springs -
forth in her energies ; the temples of science arise; &
the arts are encouraged ; labour meets its sweet res =
ward, snd humanity, withall her gentle offices cov-.

ers the land ! o N 5

Finally, my Fellow Citizens, what more do.wuilk--
wish for 7 I answer, contentment, and -unanimity;?
among ourselves, therefore let party spirit be drivé i
en from our land ; and, let me conjure you to ad=$e
here to the Constitution as the ark of safety to all-§i >
our political blessings. Let not the rash hand of
daring innovation impair its beauty, or distosig
its symmetry ;. but if real defects.dt possess, for ndgii*
human system is perfect, let the exceilent provifilss
sion it contains for amendments, be put in operaglile®
tion with prudence and circumspection.: Let 4 % i3
cultivate the social affections; and banish frogtbuf
bosoms, the asperities of party spirit. So shall weglle.-
mcrease in happiness and prosperity ; our civil i<
stitutions, the only remajning hope of the friend of . 28°
F'reedom, will remain undisturbed to the latest poss
terity ; and those sacred privileges, for which outs
Fathers bled, shall continue unimpaired till T7M B
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