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TemeprLETON, July 5thy 1813.

LEWIS BIGELOW, Esq.

Sin,
AGREEABLY to our appointment as committee,

we request you, to grant a copy of your ingenious and patriotick
Oration, this day delivered beiore the WasniNGToN BENEVO-
LENT SOCIETIES, assembled at Zempleton, for publication.

NATHANIEL JONES,

DANIEL HENSHAW,
STEPHEN BATCHELLER, Ir.

SAMUEL CUTTING,
JAMES HUMPHREYS,
ALEXANDER DUSTIN.

— — O 1 O

| TeuprLeroNn, July 5, 1818.

GENTLEMEN,
Conscrous that the principles contained in my

Oration—proceeded from a heart devoted to the best interests
of ~ur country, and belie\;ing they will be approved by the real
friends of our liberty and independcuce, I shall venture, without
offering any apology for its defects, to comply with your polite
request and furnish a copy for publication. |
Yours resprectfully,
LEWIS BIGELOW.

TO THE COMMITT!®,




ORATION.

THE misforiune, which has been the occa-
sion of my undertaking an important part in the cere-
monies of this day, can be no less a source of regret
and cmbarrassment to me, than of sorrow and disap-
pointment to this assembly. While we deplore the
aflictive and calamitcus stroke, which has, in a meas-
ure paralized the powers of our brother,* who had
been selected for his conspicuous talents as an orator,
to perform the service, so recently transferred to me,
we shall forcibly feel, at this gloomy crisis in _our na-
tional affairs, the avant of his powers to excite those
proud emotions which once glowed in our breasts, on
the return cf this anniversary. Yet even his elequence
could hardly inspire us with that patriotick enthusi-
asm, that exalted spirit of liberty and independence,
that honourable pride of country, which animated us
in the better days of our republick without presenting
to our view, at the same time, the mortifying and hu-
miliating contrast of our present situation.

A generation has not entirely passed away, since the
commencement of our struggle for those civil rights
and privileges that were unjustly withheld irom us, by
our parent country—a straggle which terminated 1
placing us on the proud list of sovereign and inde-
pendent nations.  There still existamong us, and per-
haps are present in this assembly, some of those he-
roes, and veterans of our revolution, who dared resist
tyranny and oppression, however formidable the m- -

# The Rev. James Thompson, of Barre, was chosen todeliver
the oration, but in consequence of a severe faralylick affection,
was rendered incepable of performing the service.
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strument by which they were wieided, or however haz-
ardons the enterprize ; and who know the value of our
liberties, as they pavi the price by which they were
purchzsed. In vain, and worse than in vain, did they
endure the toils, the privations and the suferings of a
long and severe war; in vain and worse than in vain,
did the blood of their copatriots in arms flow in the bat-
tles of our revolution ; if they shall live to see the day
whenthat 1N DEPENDEN cE acquired by their valor, shall
be wrested from us by force, or volunta: iy surrender-
ed by treacherous, or pusﬂlanlmous rulers. The day
we are now convened to celebrate, is but a reproachtul
era in our annals, unless our independence 1S main-
tained In the same spirit by which it was acquired.
To reflect that we had once enjoyed its sweets when
we are deprived of the blessing, would serve only to
aggravate the poignancy of our condition. Itisa du.
ty then we owe to the memory of our fathers, who
fought and bled for our sakes ; we owe it to ourselves,
as we value our happiness and preservation; we owe
it to postenty, and to God, to guard with watchful
care, the precious heritage transmitted to us, and to
defend it with our lives, against every encroachment of
foreign or domestick enemies.

In pursuance of this duty we are naturally led toen-
quire, whether the evils which have becn gradually ac-
cumulating to the nation for the last twelve years, and
which have now become so formidable as to threaten
its ruin and destruction, are the consequences of a de-
parture from the policy which governed the councils
of our political fathers, or inevitably result from a
course of events which their virtue, wisdom and pru-
dence could not have controuled. Before a remedy
can be applied with any prospect of success, it is nec-
essary that the cause of the disease be ascertained.
And, would to God, if cur restoration be yet practica-
ble, if there be yct a remedy that can save, we had «
WasiiNeTON for out physician.
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In searching for the causes, which have prcduczed
the evils under which we are now groaning, let us ex-
amine int that spirit which instiguted the first at-
tempts to subvert the system of policy, under which
we flourished and prospered beyond any example af-
forded in the history of nations. And here it will be
remembered, with emotions of indignation and grief,
that while we werce yet united and hapm , and before
we were expelled from cur Eden, the fiend of discord
and faction viewed us with malignant delight, and by
deluding arts, by subtlety and mtrlgue attempted to
beguile us from our duty. Our guardian genius, who
presided over us wtth w atchful and paternal care, be-
held the wiles employed for oer destruction, and
snatched us from the impending danger. But the
Dzmon has not yet been appeased, and has only been
Waltmg a more favourable opportumty , to renew and
put in execution his hellish designs.

That partiality for France, which was en endﬂ‘ed
by the assistance she afforded us in our struggle for
liberty and independence, has been carefully nurtured,
by being represented asa debt of gratitude which good
faith compelled usto pay,and strengthened by all thearts
of French emisaries and American demagogues, till it
has become a ruling principle in our national couucils.
‘The revolutionary spasms of France, intheir incipient
stages, were celebrated by America as the glorlous ef-
forts of a great people, to deliver themselves from the
bondage of a cruel d_spousm and we were flattered

vith the idea, that the spirit of L1BErTY Which seem-
¢d to animate them, was lighted up by a spark from
the altar of our 1NpEPENDENCE. Yet although her
subsequent atrocities proved, that she was not struo'-
b!mg for rational liberty or the rights of man; and -
l..o'xén her country has becn dchmed with the choic-
st blocd of her own citizens, in all her rapid revolu-
tzons, irercly for the purposc oi (‘cmmtmg still stronger
her bonds of siavery ; and slthough she is now govern.
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ed by the most crucl and relentless despot, that ever
scourged a people ; whoseambitious designs are level-
ed against every nation he has not already reduced to
slavery ; who is bound by no promises, no treaties and
no principles of justice or humanity ; but whosc will
is his law, and who has plundered and insulted us, as
though wc were incapable of resistance or resentment ;
yet we are required tolook upen heras our friend, and
and the friend of liberty, because she was once our al-
ly, and pretended to imitate our example. Those
who have harboured this overweaning partiality for
France, have invariably fostered, for no better rea-
sons, a corresponding jealousy and hatred towards
England. From these absurd and unreasonabie
prejudices, has resulted that hostility to the system
of impartial and neutral policy so steadily pursued by
our political father in his intercourse between the two
nations. We see this hostility first opening and ex-
panding itself in the memorable days of the French
minister, GENET ; but its appearance was tco prema-
ture to produce at that time, any important effects. Its
growth, however was only checked for a season, and
it has since been so carefully cherised and cultivated
by our political botanists, that it has already reared 1its
blighting foliage over the lovliest plants of this garden
of liberty. The enemies of Washington, during the
period his country was blessed with his councils, were
too few to hazard any open opposition to his measures.
But their hatred was too rancourous, and their ambi-
tion too headstrong, to allow them to relinquish their
nefarious purposes.  While they concealed their de-
signs, and feigned a silent acquiescence in the meas-
ures of government, they were sceretly projecting their
schemes of ambition and concocting their venom. The
negociation of a treaty with Great Britain, afforded
them another opportunity of bringing into action those
passlons and prejudices which Washington incessant-
ly strove to subdue, and which only blazed with a
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fiercer zeal, by being smothered for a while, but not
extmguzs/zcd Every art was employed to inflame the
prejudices of the people against the treaty, and to lead
them to believe, thatby adopting it, they surrendered
some of their most precious rights and interests to the
nation, as it was said, who harboured a jealousy of their
growing prosperity, and still entertained a secret de-
sign of reducing them to former their colonial depend-
ence. The commotion excited by these nefarious at-
tempts has hardly subsided, even at this distance of
time. This treaty which was approved by Washing-
ton, and against which his enemies raised so much ri-
otous clamour and opposition, has expired by its own.
Itmitation ; and as these enemies, who have since u-
surped the reins of government, have pertinaciously
refused to renew the treaty, or to substitute another,
it has been fairly tested, by practical experiment.
Then let the people dec1de whether they are more
prosperous and happy, and whether the nation has
been making more rapid advances towards wealth and
glory, since the expiration of this treaty, than during
its existence. 'The destruction of our commerce, the
annihilation of our revenue, and the distresses of the
people, which have been the fruits of a refusal to me-
coclate with Great Britain, will speak more forcibly
than the abstruse ar guments of diplomatists upon neu-
tral rights, or upon abstract questions of national law.
From the time we ceased to have a treaty with En-
gland, we have been rapidly declining from our for-
mer elevation, till to retrieve our standing and charac-
ter, hss become almost a hopeless undertakmg.

At the head of the faction which has laboured so
indefatigably to subvert that excellent policy which
governed the adrunistration of our beloved Wash-
ington, was the man, who was the first to enjoy the
fruics of his too successful labours, 1n his elevation to
the highest oflice in the gift of the people. Of this fac-
tion, he was the parent, the nurse, the patron, the be-




8

nefactor ; and aithough he endeavoured to conceal his
designs under the broad cloak of hypocrisy, till they
should be sufficiently matured for execution, still thev
did not escape the penetrating eye of Washington,
who well might pronounce such men as they Thave
abuncantly proved themselves to be, ‘4 cursk To
THE COUNTRY.”

It claims our most solemn consideration, that the
man who has insinuated himself into the confideace
and affections of tne people, by flattery, deceit and
hypocrisy, was secretly the enemy of the Father and
Benafactor of his country, and opposed to the mea-
sures of his administration ; that while he prefessed
an enthusiastick reverence for his character, he was
msidiously endeavouring to undermine it, by abetting
and rewarding its foulest calumniators ; that he was
a naturalized citizen of France, probably initiated in
the mysteries of French 111um1msm, adeist by practice
and profession, and an avowed enemy to the constitn«
tion of his country. Most of these facts are capable
of incotrovertible proof, and all the arguments of his
proﬂlgate votaries drawn from any circumstances dc-

ed to subserve his amhitious views, cannot con-
fute them. Let me ask, then, and I will put it to the
conscience of any American to answer, if the corres-
pondent of Mazzei, the servile apologlst of French
perfidy and outrage and the {riend and patron of Cal-
lender and Paine, and his partizans, can be the disci-
ples of WasningTox ? Your fceim"s will not en-
dure such gross profanity—they xevolt at the in-
sulting suggestion ! Vet these men, ‘O, shame
where is thy blash 12 arrogate  to themselves the
proud character of adhering to ) the principles of Wash-
Ington, in their primitive puut), and stigmatize his
friends as apostates.

When Jefferson ascended to the presidency, he
found the government in the ¢ full tide of successful
experiment.””  Everv departinent was thoroughly or-




ganized, our revenue was rapidly increasing; our cle-
dit was high, our character respected ; we had  peace
with all nations, entangling alliances with none.” He
entered into a rich patrimony; where he found his
mansion in thorough repair; every apartment decorated
with the choicest furniture,his servants experienced and
faithful, and his whole household perfectly regulated at
his hands. Here he had no arduous duties to perform ;
his funds with prudent management, were abundant-
ly sufhicient for the support of his establishment ; no
. family disputes had descended to disturb his tran-
quillity ; he had no cares, no perplexities; no embar-
rassments. But he commenced his career like a
thoughtless, prodigal and profligate youth, who had
been impatiently waiting for the death of his patron,
that he might come into possession of his estate for
the purpose of indulging in luxury and pleasure,
administering to his ambition, or of gratifving an idle
spirit of innovation. He immediately dismissed his
faithful domesticks for others less-capable and less
worthy ; he changed the plans of his establishment
which had been arranged by his ancestors and approv-
ed by experience ; he sought quarrels with those with
whom it was his interest to be at peace; and selected
for his companions the most worthless and abandon-
ed ; he wasted his estate, and prostrated the credit
and character of his family.

If Mr. JErFErsoN was sincerely attached to the
principles of Washington and his true disciples, we
ought to require some proof of it, in the discharge of
his official duties. 'What are the proofs thus furnish-
ed ? The firstexercise of his power was to dismiss
from the councils of the nation, those veterans of the
revolution, who had been selected and placed there by
WasuincroN, who had devoted the best part of
their lives and their fortunes to the service of their
country, and were reaping the rewards of their toils,

their sufferings ana théir patriotism, when they we-e
B
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abruptly turned adrift upon the charity of the world,
or to seek, in their old age, new employments for a
hvehhood of which an ungrateful country would wish
to deprne them.  Their places were immediately fill-
ed, either with thosc who were paying a servile hom-
age to some foreign despot, while their predecessors
were fighting the battles which gained our Liberty and
Indepndence, renegadoes and fugitives, from justice,
or young men whosc sole merit consisted ina blind
devotion to the politicks of the ncw school, ang all of
them inexperienced in the duties they were called up-
on to perform. How well these duties have since
been performed, and with what advantage to the coun-
uy. let the fruits of the new system bear testimony,
Since the commencement of the Jeffersonian epoch,
in our national history, the old order of things has
been, 1n every essential prmcnple, completely reversed.
"That unaccountable partiality for France, which Wask-
vngton dreaded and pointed out as an alarming symp-
tom of future corruption, has been cherished and ex-
tended, till a servile devotion to her court, and a
shameless subserviency to her wishes, have become
conspicuous In all the measures of govenment.. A
system of maritime defence, which was considered as
the most efficient protection of our cxtensive sea
coast, has been abandoned for idle, speculative, and de-
lusive theorics, without any practical result, and the
growth of our infant navy has not. only been checked,
but has been demolished by the axe and the hammer,
suffered to decay in dry docks, or sold to replenish a
treasury squandex ed by folly and corruption. The en-
tire abolition of American commerce, that great foun-
tair of our national wealth, prosperxty and greatness,
was a favourite object with those to whom were now
confided the destinies of the nation, and who sought
to gratify the wishes of France, rather than to promote
the interests of their own country.  This was a part of
that system of our rulers, to assist the tyrant of Eu-

B
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rope in his ambitious schemes of conquest and plun-

der—-a system which they never yet dared openly a-
vow, but which a multiplicity of concurrent circum-
stances has rendered plainand obvious. The interest-
ing and tremendous conilict, in which Great Britain
was engaged with the enemy of hberty, she had sus-
tained for a number of vcars without any diminution
of her strength or Tesources, although her formidable
and gasconading adversary had sworn her destruction,

and by threats, limited the duration of her existence.
The cage of Monticello had also predicted her speedy

overthrow, and that he aimed to verify a prediction
made in perfect conformity with his wishes, the whole
tenor of his administration furnished conclusive evi-
dence.  On account of the great superiority of the
British navy, however, it was impossible for America
to render that assistance to France, by the means of
our trade, which she so much desired The trade to
France, even in times of profounc peace, was hardly
worth possessing ; mn time of war, was sworse than
none ; and since by the loss of all her colonies, and the
retahatory measures of the British government, she
could derive no benefit from any commercial inter-
course with the United States, it was decreed that G.
Britain should be in no better a situation. An unlimited
cmbargo, for the ostensible purpose of protecting our
seamen and shipping, when no such protection was de-
sired by those most interested, was the first step taken
by our rulers towards carrying into effect that anti-
commercial systerm dictated bv France,  This meas-
ure has been iollowed up, by arapid succession of oth-
cr commercial restrictions 1n all the forms in which
embargoes, non-intercourse, and non-importation laws
could be modified, and us would best subserve the views
of the great emperour.  That the pretended reasons of
these sclf destructive nicasures, cotidnot have been the
real onces, issufliciently ohvius. Atthetime oflaying the
first embargo, our silps wid scamen were exposed to no
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increased dangers from British depredations, and, sure-
ly, we could have nothing tofearfrom our good friends
the French. But the absurdities and inconsistencics
displayed by our rulery in defending their darling
measures, powerfuly evince their deceitful and dishon-
est conduct. At the same time we were told that the
embargo was adopted for the purpose of coercing G.
Britain to revoke her orders in council, which were not
known to be in existence by our rulers, until some time
after it was laid, when Mr. Pinckney was directed to
represent it at the court of St. James as z mere “ mu.
micipal regulation,” in which she was no way concern-
ed. Such are the contradictions into wkich our ad-
ministration have been betrayed, in defending an un-
Wise, a corrupt and ruinous measure, Why was the
bil! precipitated through congress, upon the naked
recommendation of the president, without assigning
any reason for its necessity, or even allowing the sub-

ject to bediscussed ? Why was it that the apostate
senator declared he would not deliberate, he would act ?
How are these things to be explained upon any other
hypothesis, than that Napoleon had commanded, and
our rulers dared not disobey ? Thus has our commerce
been sacrificed, and cheertully sacrificed, at the shrine
of French ambition. o

But notwithstanding this prompt application of our
restrictive energies, Great Britain was not yet con-
quorcd, or even weakened. Her enemy saw that her
existence did not depend on the smiles of America,
and that something more powerful than embargoes
and non-intercourses must be adopted, before she
would be compelled toyield. It was not enough, that
In compliance with the requisitions of France, we had
grven her fifteen miilions of dollars for a territory she
never owned, and from which we can derive no possi-
ble advantage ; with an addition of two millions more,
under the pretence of purchasing arother territory, of
which we have never yet received a title.—It was not
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enough that we had rerounced our commerce and re-
duced oursclves to overty and distress, in obedience
to her wishes.—It was not enough that she had cenfis-
cated millions of our property, for the purpose of grat-
ifying her avarice, or a lawless spirit of rapme and
piunder, and that the injuiy was rendered more poig-
nant bv the insulting pretext accompanying the trans-
'lctlon, that the property was merely ¢ sequestered,”’
and retained as a ** ledge” for our good behaviour, and
would be restored as soon as we discovered a suitable
disposition to conform to the * continental system.”’—
1t was not enough that she had sunk, burnt and des-
troyed our ships, plundered our property, and impris-
oned our seamen—It was not enough that shehad heap-
ed upon us every insult and indigni ty of which she
was capable, and that we had, at all times, patiently
endured them, as became her faxthful submissive, and
humble slaycs—-The great emperour had also declar-
ed, that there should be ‘‘ no neutrals” until the “liber-
ty of the seas’ should be restored, or in other words,
until England should be subdued at which time we
should all be united under one monarch and mem-
bers of one family. It was therefore required, that
we should actually and zealously engage in the w ar,
and waste our BLoop as well as TREAsURE, in the
great and glorious work of subjugation. With what
promptness and alacrity we complied with this last
and most fatal requisition, is, alas! too fresh in your
minds, to need any illustration.

Will it now be contended, since we have embarked
our fortunes and destnues on the tempestuous ocean
of European politicks, since we have cut the cable of
our anchor, and lashed ourselves to the ship that car-
ries Napoleon and /is fortunes, that French influence
does not predominate in our councils 2 May God de-
liver the people trom the madness and infatuation which
so strongly possesses them.

Since e are thus sudcenly involved in an offensive
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war with the most powerful nation on the globe, as it
respects her means of annoying us, it becomes our du-
ty to inquire into the reasons assigned by our govern-
ment for declaring it, its probable consequences to
the nation, and the best means of regaining that neu-
tral position in which Washington left us and advised
us to remain. While we examine into the causes of that
disastrous measure which has spread gloom and dis-
may over a nation, it may be useful to inquire whether
these causes might have been averted by a wise, pru-

dent and impartial administration, and whether our 1n-
juries were such that the pacifick policy of a WasHh-
1NcToN would have justified a resort to so dreadful an
expedient as that of war, for redress.

Although a long and frightful catalogue of our
wrongs and grievances has been exhibited to us, pour-
trayed in all the glowing colours which Mr. Madison’s
strong powers of fancy could invent ; yet the prmcipal,
and perhaps o7y, cause of the declaration of war, as
will appear by an attentive examination of the diplo-
matick correspondence between the two countries, was
the orders in council. These orders were issued by
the British government as a measure of retaliation to the
novel and unprecedented mode of warfzre adopied by
the French emperour, whose object 1t was to prohibit
all intercourse, carried on by neutrals with Great Brit-
ain and her dependencies, and to destroy all commerce
ifrom which he did not derive the exclusive benefit.
Hence, every neutral ship that had touched at a British
port, had been searched by a British vessel, or had any
British property on board, was declared to be denation-
aiized, and hable to capture and condemnation under
the French Decrces. And shall it be said, that upon
the monstrous principles advanced in these decrees,
and which invoived her very existence, she had no
right to retaliate, because it might chance to interfere
with the interest of neutrals? Is it to be admitted by
us, that the proud and arrogant despot of Europe may
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disregard every principle of justice and humanity, and
violate, with impunity, every neutral right, for the
purpose of annoying Great Britain, who is contending
for existence, but that she may not adopt any meas-
ures of defence ? Shall we submit to these outrages
on our rights, through which a destructive blow 1s
aimed at Great Britain, and at the same time tell her
that she has no right to complain of our humility, and
that we will not suffer her to retaliate the injustice of
her enemy ? Was it reasonably to be expected, thata
power who wielded the trident of Neptune, would suf-
fer these plans of destruction to be in vigorous opera-
tion against her, without raising a finger to avert the
impending danger ? It was impossible that any nation,
not already sold to the conqueror, could be so indiffer-
ent to her situation. As it was expected, Great Brit-
ain, after having given us a year’s notice of her deter-
mination to retahate, unless we resisted the extrava-
gant pretensions of France, issued her orders in coun-
cii. These orders, however, hardly amounted to re-
taliation, either as it respected their hurtfvl tendency
towards France, or their opcration upon neutral
commerce. Their features were mild and lenient
compared with those of the French edicts. But
our resentments, which had slept so composcdly
unider the agressions of France, which were even pal-
liated as “ muni(-z'pal regulations,” were now raised to
the highest pitch against the retaliatory measures of
Great-Britain, and every species of artifice and de-
ception was resorted to by our administration in con-
cert with the French Cabinet, to place her in the
situation of an aggressor. Accordingly when Con-
gress authorized the president, in case either of the bel-
ligerents should repeal or so modify her edicts that
they should cease to violate neutral commerce, to re-
vive the non-intercourse law against the party refus-
ing, he accepted of a conditional promisc from the
French Minister of 'tate, as a full complance with the
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requisitions of the law, and issued his proclamation
declaring the decrees repealed.  Great-Britain, who
had uniformly promised to abandon her orders in
council whenever France should remove the ground
on which-they were founded, but who discovered no
evidence of such removal, was accused of a breach of
faith. In vain did she contenc that by the promise
of the French Minister of State, tie repeal of the
French decrees was made to depend on a contingency
which had never happened, that they stjll continued 1
rigid execution, and to violate neutral commerce, and
that in repeated instances since their alledged repeal,
they had been recognized by their author as the
“ fundamentai laws of his Empire.” She was su-
percihiously told that it would be indecorous not to
place implicit confidence in the declaration of France
by their authorized agent, or not to consider it as tan-
tamount to a Decree of the Emperor; and to con-
vince her that it was her duty to believe, not only
without, but against, evidence, she was served up
with learned discussions upon * conditions subsequent”
and ¢ conditions precedent.”” In our own country it
was deemed as worse than ¢rezson to doubt the repeal
of the French Decrees, after the fact had been declar-
ed by proclamation ; nor was it permifted even to be
inquired of the French Cabinct whether they had
ceased to operate, because it was questiening the in-
fallibality of the President. But what exposesina
most unquestionable shape, that intriguing, dishonest
and juggling policy, which has so long been pursued
by our rules under the direction of the French Cabi-
net, is an Imperial Document, dated nearly six months
after the issuing of the President’s Proclamation and
not premulgated in the country till since the declara-
tion of war,declaring the Berlin and Milan Decrees re-
pealed. 'The very foundation of this repealing Decree
1s declared, by its author, to be an act of congress pass-
“ed subsequent to the president’s proclamation, by which
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we have  caused our rights to be respected” and
complied with the conditions upon which a repeal was
promised. Here then is evidence, which ought for-
cver to seal the mouths of the apologists, of French
perfidy, that the Berlin and Milan Decrees were 7ot re-
pealed, if they have yet been repealed, until nearly six
months after they were declared tc be by Mr. Madi-
son. From the mysterious circumstances attending
the whole transaction, it 1s too obvious that tne price
paid by Mr. Madison for this singular proof that he
was justified in issuing his Proclamation, is the decla-
ration of war against England. It may not be exactly
that kind of proof which he expected; but as the Em-
perour exacts the pay for his favours before he con-
fers them, he must now put that construction upon it
which will best answer hispurpose. We have been
required, heretofore, to reconcile contradictions and
believe in impossibilities, rather than doubt the infalli-
bility ef our President, and we shall probably be again
called upon for the same exercise of faith, Asthe
French Edicts have once been repealed and kept in
existence, by the very terms of the repeal, to a subse-
guent, period, why may they not also continue in force
long after they have ceased to operate, and then be re-
pealed by an act to have a retrospective operation ?
The repealing Decree, which had been so much sought
after, and which came to light under such singular
circumstances declares the Berlin and Milan Decrees
repealed from the first of November preceding, and
those who believe that the Emperour can recal time and
render what has transpired in a lapse of six months, as
though it had never happened, will findno difficulty 1n
believing that the Decrees were repealed and absolute-
ly deud when the President issued his Proclamation.

If we were not previously pledged to France to de-
clare war against England, I would ask, why the only
proper evidence of the repeal of the French Edicts,
which would have removed the sole cause of war, was

C .
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not furnished 11 seuson to have prevented the dread-
ful event ? Why was this evidence concealed for more
than a year after 1t purports to have been n existence,
and brought forth immediately after the declaration of
war ? W hv has the constitutior. beent outrageously vio-
Jated by stxﬁmg the voice of debate upon this impor-
tant question ? Why was the motion to postpone the
declaration of war until we could prepare ourselves to
meet the exigencies of such a terrible crisis, and until
our ships and seamen should have an opportunity to
return, so obstinately rejected ; espccially when to
frrotect our ships and scamen from the rapacity of
British cruisers, has been the pretended great cbject
of government"? Imight ask why our grievances have
been so studiously multiplied in the President’s Mani-
festo, and set forth in such false, but glowing colours,
unless they were designed as pretexis for continuing
the war after the principal cause should be removed 2
That they are merely pretexts, and most miserable
ones, no one can seriously doubt who will bestow up-
on them a moment’s consideration. After the orders
in council, the impressment of our seamen occupies
the most co uspxcuous place on the canvass. This
subject couid long since have been put at rest by our
government if they had been as anxious for a settlement
as they have endeavourcd to appear. The British
government have repeatedly disavowed their right to
impress American scamen, on the high seas.  They
have ofiered to make it penal for British commanders
to impress Amcrican citizens, if our government
would make it penal for the ofhicers «f the United
States to grant certificates of citizenship to British sub-
jects. “This proposcd reciprocity was certainly fair
and honourable on the paxt oi Gredt Britain, and while
1t would secure to her the services of her ewn seamen,
1t would prevent thosce abuses on our part which have
been the sole cause of the gricvance of which we com.
plain.  But an arraogeme cut did actually take placc,
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which Mr. Monroe declared was both honouruble and
advantageous to the United States, and which our
American Solomon contumeliously returned to the
Court of St. James, without cven condescending to
share the responsibility of the act with his constitu-
tional advisers. Besides, their last Minister, Mr.
FestEr, repeatedly called the attention of our gov-
ernment to the subject and promised to procure the
restoration of all impressed Amciican scamen,on being
furnished with a list of their names.  Vi’hy our gov-
ernment would not negociate with Mr. Foster on this
subjcct, nor even condescend to resort to o easy a
method, as that of furnishing the proposed list, to ob-
tain a release of our seamen, so much the object of
their tender compassion and aftectionate concern, can
be accounted for only on the ground that they were
determined on war. ~ Another alledged cause of war
15 the Blockade of the French coast, which was never
viewed by our government in any other than a
favourable light, until more than four years after its
notification, when 1t was accidently conjul ed up by
the French Cabinet as a justification of her monstrous
Decrees. Till then it had slept quletl}, and 1t had
never entered our thoughts to disturh our repose.
Yet the moment Napoleon put us upon the track, we
eagerly followed the scent, tiil the Blockade was hunt-
ed down as a cood ceuse of war ! ‘The other causes
arc excluting the Indians to hostilitics on our frontiers
—a charge unsupperted by any evidence, ex <cepting
that 1lliberal | jealousy, whu his always uad; to attri-
bute every injury to iriush ‘.Jrcuc,‘.'—-—‘md the mission
of John Hen: y, a sabject which had become so ridicu-
lous in consequerce of its dear-Lought discovery and
the gross absurditics contuned - the cvidence by
which it was supported, ihat nething but a desperate
resolution to bruve his ¢wn shame, could have -
pelled Mr. Madison to bring itoguii into view,

Such are the causes v winch we e requured to
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wage an offensive war upon a nation vzho is our only pro-
tectionzgainst that power which isstriving for universal
dominion, and which has already inundated the liberties
of the fairest portion of Europe. Whether this state of
things might have been avoided can hardly admit of a
serious question, when we consider the many fair and
honourable overtures made by the British govern-
ment for an adjustment of all differences between the
two nations, as if she were disposed to “ exhaust to the
last drop the cup of reconciliation,” and the obstinate
refusa} on our part, te accept of any proposition which
might tend to meliorate the spirit of enmity. An effi-
cient naval defence has been despised and rejected, the
people have been impoverished, and their spirit of en-
terprize depressed, by futile commercial restrictions,
the remnant of their property wantonly abandoned to
the mercy of their enemies, and then, without revenue
or preparation, they are called upon to fight for that
which has ever been attainable by negociation, mere-
ly for the purpose, as it would seem, of ascertaining
how great burdens they will endure, when placed up-
on them by their rulers. We have thrown away our
shieid and our armour, cut the sinews of our strength,
and hurled tlic gauntletat a giant ! If we now escape
the most exersplary vengeance, our safety and preser-
vation will be more owing to the mercy and forbear-
ance of a magnanimous enemy, than to our own
strength. She has already cvinced that she will not be
casily provoked to retaliation, and that the severities
of war will be inflicted with reluctance, because she
considers our madness entitled to commiseration, rath-
er than chastisement. But we spurn her generossity
and strive to frustrate her humane endeavours.  Thus
while the governours of her provinces, were directing
her people to abstain fro:n committingany depredations
upon ourdefenceless frontiers, suchconduct served only
to enrage the abettors of war, who denounceditas an‘“in-
citation to treason.” Inctead, therefore, of imitating her
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example, we are striving, by exciting her people to re-
volt, invading her territories, and by piratical depreda-
tions on her unarmed ships, to provoke that vengeance
which her power enables her to execute, since no im-
portant ouject can be answered by the war, unless
havock, devastation and carnzage foliow in its train.
It is not pretended, by the most enthusiastick advo-
cates of the war, that we arc capable of making any
serious impression upon Great Britain, except in her
American provinces. On this subject, however, they
entertain the most extravagant ideas. The defeats and
disgraces which have already attended the arms of the
United States in this most vulnerable part of our ene-
my, have demonstrated how ill-founded were the ex-
pectations of those who hac calculated on an easy con-
quest of Canada ; and proved that any attempts to
force Great Britain into a compliance with our de-
mands, must be attended with an expense of blood and
treasure for which the acguisition of that country would
afford but a miserable compensation. Our generous of-
fers to the inhabitants of Canada, of emancipation from
their own government, and participation in the bles-
sings of ours, are not suﬂicxently alluring to induce
them to join our standard. Something besides ex-
travagant promises, boastful threats and pompous
proclamations, will be nccessary before the spirit of
Old England will consent to surrender her liberties to
the protection of Mr. Madison.  Yet, under al our
defeats and losses in our projects of conquest, we are
to be consoled with the consideration that these were
the immediate consequences, either of treachery, of
cowardice, or of wgnorance. I{ our troops fight brave-
ly, but are destroved by swperiour skill, we are sooth-
ingly told, that ¢ the issuc leaves nothmp- to regret, but
a single act of inconsiderate valour.” If they arc over-
powercd by superionur foree, it is then we have our
passions inflamed by puthctick declamations upon the
base and disl: Onc»mable mcuis o Gefence cmployed by
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eur cnemyv in accepting the assistance of our ** Red
Brethren.” And such are the prejudices against Great
Britain, it is among not the least of our grievances,
that she has so long resisted and frustrated our attempts
to conquer her provinces. On the other kand, Great
Britain, in consequence of her great naval superiority,
15 abundantly able, by the capture of our property on
the ocean, and the destruction of our towns and cities,
to indemmify and avenge herself of any injury we can
inflict upon her.  Although our gallant little navy has
given sufiicient practical evidence of the erroneous
pohc of our rulers in renouncing a maritime defence;
and although our seamen have discovered proofs of
unexampled skill and bravery on the ocean; yet an -
Jant cannot contend with MmaNHOOD, nor the Dolphin
with the LEviaraan. Her wealth and power will
wcrease In the same proportion that ours decrease,
and if she has ever had reason to fear us, as a commer-
cial rival, her fears are now quieted, and her ambition
gratified, by a voluntary surrender into her hands of
the commerce of the world. She 1s now the only na-
tion on the globe, that can send her ships to a foreign
clime, or maintain a commercial intercourse beyond
the limits of her own territory. T'o her are the nacons
indebted for every article not the produce of their own
soll, or the work of their own hands. The immense
advantagc derived to her from this state of things will
more than atenc for every injury she can possibly sus-
tain in the loss of our frierdship. If then the war is
productive of such fatal consequences to us, and so lit-
tl¢ injurious to our enemy, it is rather a war on owur-
selves, than on Great Britain. Indeed, that with the
motives already suggested, which led to this measure,
1s combined an inveterate hostility to the commercial
ntcrests of the United States, is abundantly evident.
Although the only plausible ground of the war has
heen removed in the repecal of the orders in council,
stilly these intercsts have not sufliciently suffcred under
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the pressure of our own measutes, to justify at present
a cessation of hostilities. 'The folly of our merchants
m sending abroad their property for the purpose of es-
caping the protection of the embargo, has not yet been
sufficiently chastised; and lest these * unprincipled
speculators,” this “ most worthless portion of the com-
munity;”’ should yet hope to escape total ruin, the pres-
1dent will not only be justified in continuing the war,
but in denying them that protection to which they are
entitled by the laws and the constitution. He has cal-
culated.that 1t will cost the country but the moderate
sum of one hundred and fifty millions of dollars, to sup-
port the war for the term of six gears, and surely no
patriot can regret this trifling sura, or the hardships
we shall endure, when he considers that, at the expira-
tion of that term, we shall have nothing left to tempt
the cupidity of foreign nations, or that will be worth
the vindication and protection of our own government.

Whatever evils and calamities thcre may yet be in
store for us, and however effectual a continuation of the
war may prove in subverting our valuable institutions,
and in prostrating our tottering liberties, yet there 1s no
evii of such frightful aspect, no event so dreadful and so
immediately destructive in its consequences, as an A/:-
ancewith France. 1t is the fatal Charybdis, in which ev-
ery nation that has been decoyed into its current, has
been swallowed up. Itis an mnsidious poison, des-
troying the functions of life while it enchants the sense.
The most fertile countrics have been laid waste, and
human blood has been made to flow in rivers, by the
fell hand of war; famine and pestilence, carthquakes
and volcanoes, iiave spread death and desolation over
provinces, states and empires, and they have again ris-
en into life and flourished ; but the moment they are
entangled in the toils of a French alliance, their res-
toration becomes hopeless and the:r libertics are gone
from them forever. They are bound in chaing, or per-
haps devoured by the monster. towards whose den may
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be secn innunierable prints of ap/)roacln f footsteps
but none returning, None returmng, did ? Yes,
thanks to a mercitul Providence, though no gleam of
hope penetrated the horid dungeons of the victims of
this modern Cacus, whose sullen, implacahle and inex-
orable disposition would produce nothing but gloom
and despair, yet a HErcuLEs has arisen, where least
expected, to rescue the deluded victims from their
confinement and perhaps finally destroy the monster.
We have already beheld some few of these victims,
whose strength and spirits were not too much weaken-
ed and exhausted in their confinement, emerging from
their dungeons to the length of their chains, and wait-
ing with trembling anxiety for their deliverer to burst
asunder their fetters. With such warning examples
before us, shall we still persist in following the foot-
steps of these ill-fated nations to slavery and destruc-
tion, and be the last to precipitate ourselves into the
snare where our folly could not deserve even the poor
tribute of commisseration ? Shall we now receive the
* mark of the beast in our forcheads,’”” when we have
seen its fatal effects on others ? Yet, arethere not strong
indications that we are preparing ourselves for destruc-
tion ? Itis not merely in the subserviency of our rulers
to the wishes of France, and their implicit obedienceto
every mandate of her emperour, that we are to look for
the greatest evidence of our danger ; it is not that we
are governed Dby laws dictated by lum, and that our
Presxdent dare not even grait a license for the i impcerta-
tion of the property ¢ our own citizens, after he is n-
formed the measure would displcasc Napoleon, that
we should mostly deplore. These are merely the
symptoms of our disease. DBut it is that the people are
corrupted by French politicks and Frenck philosophy,
and are contaminated by those principles which guided
the people of France thro’ all the enormitics of her rev-
olutions. It is in assimilating our priaciples and prac-
tices to those of France that we render o dves wer-
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thy her destructive favours and pr-pare ourselves for
Lici poisonous caresses. Already have the most bloody
scenes of her revolution been acted over in one of our
principal cities, and the hepeful pupils of Robespierre
and Murat, in this country; have even surpassed, in
cruelty and savage ferccity, the examples of Paris.
Our most valuable rights have beun assailed by a law-
less banditti, engendered In an enlightened city, and
pursuing their murderous machinations under the eye
of the civii .uthority. 'While these blood-thirsty can-
nibals were seeking ther victims and prowling for
prey, the guardians of the laws were viewing the scene
with silent composure, and perhaps contemplating with
secret satisfaction the slau ghter and havock that ensued.
That we are thus corrupt in our infancy, and discov-
er such symptoms of rapid decay before we have ar-
nived at maturity, must be a mournful and melancholy
consideration with every friend of liberty. But real
patriots will never despair of their country. To you,
my brethren, who are the professed disciples of Wash-
ngton, and have associated under his banner, it espe-
cially belongs to raise your voice and exert your
strength to save a falling nation. You have duties to
perform which are rendered important and imperious,
as his virtues and principles are disregarded, as the peo-
ple become blind io their true interests, and our dan-
gers and calamities increase.  Be not dismayed be-
cause you are beset on zll sides, with focs who are in-
sidiously watching your movements, who misrepresent
the objects of your association, and stigmatize you as
cnemies to your country.  Whilc you mdm'r antly dis-
claim the unmerited calumny, let ‘such conmdcx at1oiis
scrve only to stimulate your exertions 1n the cause of
truth and berevolence, to incpire ycu with resclution,
in vindicuting and supporling the p rinciples of W 2sh-
ingion, to aw ke your v lgr}ld,cc and strengthen your
firmness.  Your tutelar saint, in his parting advice,

has justly repobuted < ull combinations ior tl‘clm.
D
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pose of overawing the constituted authorities.” . Bug
your submission to the laws and obedience to your
ruless, in all their rightful requirements, shall prove
that you have not hypocritically associated under his
7ame, as your cnemies have asserted, for so base a pur-
pose. Whilc you profess to be guided, in your politi-
cal conduct, by his precepts, be careful that your.ae-
tions ngidly correspond with your professions. The
ignorance, envy or malice of your enemies may influ-
ence them to revilc you and load you with calumny ;
but you will have the inward satisfaction, that none
shall have rcason to dislike your purposes, excepting
such asdread a recurrence to the principles of Wash-
ington, the diffusion of correct and useful information,
and the practice of benevolence. Persevere then in your
patriotick labours, and if that virtue and spirit which a-
chieved our independence, is not entirely extinct, the
nation may yet be rescued from impending destruc-
tion. The-clouds of errour, passion and prejudice in
which aspiring demagogues have enveloped the minds
of the peuple, must be dispelled. The people must be
aroused to a just sense of their danger, and instructed
in their true interests; they must be taught to know
that those who are now piloting the ship of state, are
conducting it on rocks and quicksands, and that their
only chance of preservation lies in placing at the helm
such mea as are {ree from the delusion and infatuation
that have brought us to our present perilous situation.
Assiducusiv incyleate those principles which Wash-
ington has left to guide us in our political carecr; cease
not from vour exeritons, while breath animates your
{framc, to restorc your country to that PEACE, PROS-
PERITY and HAPPINESS, wWhich it oance enjoyed, and
the virtuous consolation at least will remain, 1t our hib-
crties raust perish, ““ TIIAT YOU ARE INNOCENT.”

There is no distress, however extreme, no condi-
tion, however forlorn, in which as virtuomind will
not find somc source of consoiation.
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Amid the gloom and horrors of the tempest which
is now howling around us, which is beating on our de-
voted land and threatens to overwhelm us and the
other nations of the world in one common ruin, we
are cheered by the same promises which furnish the
ground of our hope beyond this mortal existence.
‘The commotions and convulsions which agitate the
political and moral world are rapidiy fulfilling the word
of prophecy, and mark the present crisis as the harbin-
ger of the glorious days of universal peace and philan-
throphy, The flames of Moscow, like the divine
SHEKIN AH, have ascended to Heaven and iilumined
the dark and comfortless prospects of oppressed hu-
manity. The conflagration has ceased, but ithaskin-
dled a spirit of resistance to tyranny and oppression
which cannot be extinguished, A voice hasissued from
the fiery element, saying to the oppressor of nations,
“ THUS FAR SHALT THOU COME AND HERE SHALL
THY PROUD WAVES BE STAYED !”’ The Tyrant who
has heretofore done “ according to his own wi¥{ ;> who
has “ magnified and exalted himself above every
God,” and before whom till late, ¢ none has been able
to stand,” has already expericriced the commencement
of that ¢ indignation” which is yet to be ¢ accomplish-
ca.” 4 The wine-press of the wrath of God,” in
which have been cast “ the clusters of the vine of the
earth,” has already been ¢roddcn by the avenging An.
gel, ““and blood has flown even to the horses’ bri-
dles,” Yet perhaps the late defeat and disasters of
the tyrant who has brought so much miserv upen the
world, will urge him to make another bold and des-
perate effort for vengeance ; he will coutinue a little
longer to afflict the people with the calamitics of war,
and will probably succeed in ¢ pianiing the curtains of
his pavilions between the scas in the glorious holy
mountain ;”” and ‘“ many countrics may vet be over-
thrown 3 but “he will su ‘elyy come to lhis end and
none shall help kim.”  Then will the milleniem com-
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mence, and the nations, weary of destroying each
other, will. “ BEAT THEIR SWORDS INTO PLOUGH-
SHARES AND THEIR SPEARS INTO PRUNING
HOOKS AND LEARN WAR NO MORE.” “THE Ta-
BERNACLE oF GOD wirLr 3 witH MeEN, HE
WILL DWELL WITH THEM AND THEY SHALL BE

HIS PEOPLLE.”




