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I HE history of the world, isa
history of revelutions.  Nations, like individuals,

have their rise and fuil.

Where now is Greece, once the renowned seat
of science and of arts ?

Where now is Rome, all conquering Rome,
once Mistress of the world ?

These are questions familiar to your ears, and
the answers, that they are now no more, are

equally familiar.

But these are among the revolutions of ancient
days, the revolu‘ions of our own timcs, more for-
cibly attract our attention. Look buack bui two
centuries. What then was the situaticn of these
United States? A wide wilderness, resouncing
with the howls of wild beasts. and the war-wheops
and wild dances of men, as uncultivated as the
wilderness thro’ which they roamed.

To persecution and a slavish submission of the
rights of conscience in their native land,ourAnces-
tors, with the true spirit of freemen, prefered this

country, rude and inhospitable as it then was.
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" " A recital of the hardships, the toils ard dan-
gers which they endured, while contending with
the wilderness, and at the same tirne, with a subt-
le,'savage and blood-thirsty enemy, would be but
a recital of scenes, to which some of you were eye
witnesses, nd te which all of us have often listen-
ed, with enthusiastic admiration, while they have
heen related to us with pleasure, by our venirable
Fathers. ' T

But, to complete their triumph, in the catize of
civil and religious freedom, it was not enough
that they caused, the wilderness to bud and blossom
hke the rose, it was not enough, that they subdued
and drove from their habitations, those Lords oit
savages, whom dead!> revenge and unrelentirg
cruelty had often prompted to exhibit bicfore their
eyes the melancholy spectacle of women aud
childrer weltering in their bleod.

Trials and periis more severe, were still to he
encountered.

. 'That nation, whose intolerant, persecuting spir-
it, had driven the first settlers of this country from
their native shores, sat 2 quict spectator of their
infant struggles.  So long as they had woods, and
their savage inhabitants to' subdue, so long they
bad nothing to tempt the avaricious and oppressive
spirit of the nother country. o |

But, the moment they began to become rich
and powerful, the moment they began to enjoy
the blessings of that liberty for which they had
so nobly, so valiantly contended, that moment,
the mother co untry,with the avarice of a miser,
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and the disposition of a tyrant, commenced her
schemes of future usurpation.

To effect her object, she assumed the right of
taxing these then American Colonies, without
their consent. Tkis right, unfounded and cppres-
sive in the extreme, was asscrted and maintaired
by the British Parliament.

To men, who for the quict enjoyment of civil
and religious freedom, had preferred a howhng
wilderness, to their native Jand, who in that wil.
derness ¢ exposed themselves to almost all the
hardships to which human nature is liable,” -these
oppressive and tyrapnical acts of the British Par-
liament, could not fail to excite the warmest feel-
ings of indignaticn.

The colonists had now but two alternatives left.
Submissiaon and passive cbedience, or a noble ana
manly resistance.

A crisis more important seldom cccurs in the
history of nations.

The Genius of Freedom, hovering over the
world, having visited the various kingdoms of
Asia, Africa and Europe, and found no place to
erect her standard, had crossed the atlantic, and
was now beholding, with anxicus solicitude, the
conduct of her beloved colonists, in a crisis,
which was to decide, whether she should find a
residence among the sons of men, or revisit her
native skies.

Inured to hardship s, fearless of danger, and in.
spired almost te enthusiasm with the love  f liber-
ty, they determined, with a resolution and bold-




6

ness, which commanded the admiration of the
world, never to part with their rights and liberties,
but with the last drop of their blood, This spirit,
calm and anmoved by the power and terrors of the
British Lion, stood collected in its own censcClous
rectitucle, and on the fourth day of July 1776, sol-
emaly declared and published to the world, that
toese Unied Colonies are, and of right ought to be
YREE axp INDEPENDENT STATES.

The genius of freedom smiled with complacen-
cy, and heaven approved the declaration.

This, Fellow Citizens, is the day which we are
assembled to commemorate. This is that Anniver.
sary which we have ever hailed with rapture, and
which millions of unborn Amerieans will continue.
to hail, so long as the principles which led to itare
cherished and encouraged. Let it ever be celebrat-
ed as aday of Jubilee throughout the United States.
On this day, let all private animosities and. party
spirit be sacrificed at the altar of Patriotism. Let
gratitude for the successful issue of the hazardous
and bloody contest which ensued, and for the

apidly 1ncreasing prosperity of the country, since
this ever memorable era, ascend unto heaven, with
fervent pravers to him, in whose hands are the
destinies of ndtions, that the melancholy period
may never arrive,when the enemies ofliberty, with
a scornful smile, will say, America once wasFrec

As this deplorable time may come, it will not,
I hope, be deemed improper, to point out, and
warn you of the danger. It is not, howcver, my
intention, by allusions to present, or urnrcasonable
presages of future cvils, to mar the pleasure
and festivity which you anticipate,and which well

hccomes this joyful anniversary.
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But history informs us that nations are sub.
ject to revolutions,and the lessons we have received
g: a few years past, confirm the melancholy truth,
that the modcrn revolutionary vortex, far exceeds
that of ancient times. Let us, for a moment, con-
template the i:ature of these alarming revolutions.

Ezxperience has taught us, that under the garb
of the purest and most exalted principles of liber-
ty, are concealed daggers, waiting a favourable op-
portunity, to stab her to the vitals. These pure
and exalted principles were professed by the late
revolutionary leaders in France. Some' of them,
no doubt, were sincere, but facts and events have
shewn, that the establishment of civil and religious
freedom formed no part of the real object, which
induced the majority of those leaders, to subvert
the established government of their country.

Do you believe,that Danton,Marat, Roberspicre,
and the other sanguinary leaders in France, were
actuated, in their pretended hatred to kings, by
sheir respect to the principles of Liberty ?

Do you believe,that these blood-thirsty monsters,
who by a single dash of the pen, nay, even by a
wink or a nod, consigned thousands of their fel-
low citizens, citizens far better than themselves, to
the Guillotine, were actuated by any regard to the
rights and freedom of the people ?

As well might you believe, that wolves, dress.
ed in sheeps cloathing, would neglect a favourable
opportunity to satiate their blood-craving appetites,

In justice, however, to the great body of the
French people, we are willing to believe that their
intentions were good, and that they really desired
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a more free and less oppresivé government, - But
their ignorance, their habits, and their noted fick-
leness and enthusiasm, rendered them incapable of
distinguishing between real Libertyand Licentious-
ness, between a general levelling Equality, and an
Equality founded upon #orth and Merit. People
of this description, and in this situation, are easify
wrought to any pitch of madness oz extravagance,
to which the ambitious designs of aspiring, un-
principled leaders would wish to carry them.

Need we, then; wonder, that the Revolution of
France, the professed object of which was, to es-
tablish FrRExpom upon the downfall of Tyrran-
»¥v, has terminated, in the establishment of com.
plete DEspoTisM. - Need we wonder, that this
fickle people, disgusted with continual scenes
of riot; of open and extravagant dissipation, tired
with frequent dissensions and divisions among
their leaders, shocked with the recollection,
and apprehensive of a renewal of the horrid ap-
pearance of *heir streets red with the blood of their
mur¢ . «itizens, should willingly enlist
under the Banners, and submit to the Will of a
BoNaPARTE. o '

Mark, Fellow Citizens, the conduct of this as-
tonishing man. It will give you the picture of the

atest, the most dangerous enciny of Liberty,
which the world ever produced. Of a man, whose
professions have been as changeable as the colors
of a Cameleon, and as different from his actions, as
light is from darkness. ~Within the course ofa
few years, you have seen him in the character of a
Republican in Italy, of a Mussulman in Egypt,
and of a Cromywell in Paris, seizing with Republi.
can profescions the reigns of government. You
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have seen him with ore hand lifted to heaven,.
swearing in his own name and in that of his fellow
soldiers, that the French people should have a Re: -
public, founded on the right basis, Civil Liberty
and National Repr:sentation ; you have seen him,
at the same time, with an all conquering sword n
the other; procuring titles, dominion and power
for himself, his relaticns and friends. ' '

~ From a first Consiil for years, you have seeri
him change to a Consul for life, and from a Con:"
sul for life, to a €Consul with power to nominate
his successor.

You now behold I'm, with the titles of Naro-
rzoN Ist. EMpEROR of FRANCE, KiNg of ITALY;
and ProTector of the RuENisk CoeNrEDERACY,
with unlimited power to controul the wealth, the
resources and the armies of the nhation. You now
behold him, as the Cenqueror of Austria, of Prus-
sia, of Portugal, of Spain; and, I had almost said;
of the extensive and powerful Russian Empire.

"That being, who says to the sea, Aitherto shalr
thou come cnd no further, and here shall thy proud
qwaves be stayed, can alone tell, what nations must
next submit to the yoke of this mighty conquerer.

Such are now the titles of him, who once swore
cternal hatred to kings.

Such is now the power of him, who oriee declar-
ed that Liberty was dearer to him than life, and that
&s soon as the liberiies of his country were out of
danger, he would abdicate the command with which
Re had been entrusted. a
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Do vou believe the ambitious schemes of this

man are confined to the other side of the Atlantic - ?

Does the fall of the Kingdoms and Republics of
Europe, which have followed each other in rap-
id succession, excite no apprcuensxona, that it may
be our turn next ?

Let me net by these remarks disturb the jov
and festivity of th= present celebration.

No, Fellow Citizens, if the revolutions of Eu-
rope, if the conquests of Bonaparte, excite your a-
]arms seize this occasion, when your hearts are fil-
ledwith glee, and your souls animated with the
recollection of the heroi¢c achievements of yvour
ancestors, so to conduct, that thev, if on Earth
would proudly own you as their sons, as the sons
of freemen. The Spirits of Warren, \Iontgomu'\’
Mercer, Green, Schuyler, Knox, Hamilton, and
above all of vour illustrious \VJ.shxngton, C'l“ up-
on you to defend the noble inheritance, which thenr
virtues and valor have won, and transmxttcd un-
tarnished to you their posterity.

Hamilcar caused his son Hannibal, at the age of
nine years, toswear eternal hatred to the Romms.
‘Think not. that I would request of my country-
men, an oath of hatred against any nation whatever.
Such an ocath ouht never to be made; beearse
acknow ledgcmuxt and  honourable rcparulion,
ought always to restore < harmony and social inicr-
course hetween nations,

But at this alavmiagz crisis, when a revolution
that seems destined o sweep tfrem the face of the
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farth, every principle of moral and political ree-
titude, has already ovcrrun almost all Furcpe, and
begins to approach these vet hapoy sheres, the safe-
ty of the couitry, the spirit of vour fathers. ever
the tombs, where arc deposited the remains of
your departed heroes and statesmen, call upca vou,
in the most solemn manner, to swear. on this anni-
versary, and in prescace of the Almighty Ruler of
the Universe, cternal hatred to the enemies of voyr
Independence.

Yes,my Feilow Citizens, if we are not determir.-
ed to take, if we are not deicrmined, with our lives
and fortunes, to support this oath, let us at once
forget that 1n the history of —\menc.., there was
ever such a day, as the fourth of July 1776.

In private affairs, temporary adversity, is often
advantageous; and prosperity, the source of evils.
In pubhc affairs, adversity and prosperity, often
have the same operation.

The United States of America since the decla-
ration of Independence, and the adopiion of
the Federal Constitution, have enjoved an unex-
ampled degree of prosperity.

She has rapidly increased in wealth, in knowl-
cdge and in popuiation. As evidenees of these
facts, we need only to view the Countre, and be-
hold her numerous schools, academics and :cmi-
naries of Learning ; the bustle, magnificcnce and
splendor of her cities ; the rapidity with which she
has extended her settlements ; and the 1ich and well
cultivated farms which cvery where mecet our eves,
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To these evidences of her prosperity, it is with
deep regret we are no* permitted to add, and the
Ocean whitened with sails, transporting to foreign
ciimes, the superabundant produce of her industri-
ous Farmers. It is with still deeper regret, we are
obliged to add, that her late prosperity has receiv-
ed a severe check, and that her fuwure prospects

are, at least, dubious.

The reflections, which I intended to have sub-
witted to your consideration upen this all impor-
tant subject, would carry me beyond the limits of
a discourse of this kind, and your patience, already
fatigued,would be completely exhausted. Permit
me, however, for a few moments, to direct your
attention to the follies and vices which have reduc-
ed us to our present alarming situation. |

- Have we not, like the unreflecting heirs of a

rich man, whoe imagine their wealth can never be
exhausted, been tco profuse and liberal in our en-
joyment of the blessings of a Free Government,
and too inattentive to the truth of the maxim, That
the preservation of a blessing requires as much
care, as much wisdom, and as great exertions as
the attainment ? | |

Have we not sufiered, nay, have we not wanton-
ly aided, in sowing the sceds of discord among
ourselves ? |

Have we not protected and patronized Eure-
pean renegadoes, who in the language of an clo-
quent statesman,‘‘ have Jeft their ears on the whip-

ing posts of their respective countries, or who
have come to this country to savc their ears,” in
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vilifying, abusing angl mesating the wisest and
best characters in the United States ? Have not
the public Newspapers, edited by these abandoned
wretches, been filled with continual falsehoods and
calumnies, and to the infamy and indelible dis-
grace of the American name, with slanders upom
the character of the great and goed Washington 2
That man, of whom a celebrated statesman has
said, * I might degrade, by attempting to eulo-
gize this illustrious character. The work is in-
finitely beyond my powers. I will only say, that
as long as exalted talents and virtues confer hon-
or aniong men, the name of Washington will be
held in veneration.’? Do you respect th memory
of this illustrious man ? Then imitate his exam-
ple, and fallow his precepts.

The fears which I entertain for the safety of my
country, aris¢ not from the strength and menaces
of foreign nations, so much asfrom our own vices,
our own deplorable want of unian, energy and real
patriotism. |

Can we expect that our liberties will be secure,
when we suffer foreign emissaries, aided by the
{riendship and protection of domestic traitors, to
create an unreasenable foreign influence in the
country ? Whenwe suffer, * demagogues, who
carry daggcrs in their hearts, and seductive smiles
in their hypocritical faces,”” to br rewarded with
the hanors due enly to rea), unaffected merit ?

~ Canwe syppose that our liberties are in ne
&anger, when we suffer ourselves to be attuated
by a persecuting, politital party spirit, as intoler-
ant as the religious persecation which drove our
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Ancestors from their native iand ; and which now
drives from the councils of the mnation, her wisest
and most enlightened citizens ?

From these political vices, the effects of sudden
{)rosperity, and the toocommon evils of Repub-
ics, let us turn our thoughts to the virtues which
will secure our Independence, and estzblish our
Liberties on a more solid foundation.

The Constitution of the United States, formed
under the mcst favourable auspices, by the united
wisdom of the heroes and sages of the Revolation,
should be the first object of our study and attach-
ment. We should guard it from violatien, protect
it from the secret and open attacks of its encmies,
and rally round its standard, as the ark of our
political safetv. One important principle of this
excellent constitution, is the privilege which it
secures to the people, to elect from among their
fellow citizens, the persons whoare to carry
its provisions into execution.  On the prudent
and right exercise of this privilege, depends, na
grcat measure, the preservation of our Libertics.
As well might we commit the Constitution to the
flames, as to the hands of ignorant or unprincipled
men. Let us, then, in all ourelections, throw aside
party feclings and prejudices, the bane, the deadly
poison of republican governments, and choosc no
men to office, whose understandings are not en-
lightened with the rays of wisdom, whose actions
do nct correspond witdh their professions, and who
would not faithfully, holdly and honestly dischargc
their duty, in opposition to the most violent pas-
sions of popular prejudice.




15

———

- Ignorance and Liberty are seldom united. Pro-
mote then as another important object, the educa-
tion of your youth. Instruct your childrenearly in
the hlstorv of your country, and in the prmcnples
of vour government. Above all, direct their atten-
tion to the principies of virtue and religicn, for
without these essential supports, no gevernment
can long be secure.

Itisar ancient and true political maxim, That a
wise and provident government, in times of peace,
will alwavs prepare for war. Seize, then, the pres-
ent moment, when a dark and portentous cloud,
appears gathering in the East, to prepare for the
sterms and temp sts which may suddenly burst up-
on vou. Delav not, 2n instant, to call forth the en-
ergies of the nation. Let the battles of Bunker-Hiil,
of Benmngton, and indeed all the batties of the
Revolution, teach the Militia, the pride and
boast of their country, that much is expected, and
niuch will be required of them, in the hour of dan-
ger.

Permit me, i vour patiénce is not alrcady ex-
hausted, to direct your attention to another impor-
tant political maxim, That a nation, which de-
servesto be slaves, will never long enjoy the
iivseings of Trccdom.

While then you ¢ncourage charity and benevo-
lenee, while you encourage a love of peace and
anum with a all nations, encourage, at the same
time, national pride, mnmn'.l spirit, and especially
that exulted sense of national honor, which would
prefer all the horrors and calamities of war, toa
di-honarible or porchased peace,
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So long, Fellow Citizens, as we avoid the vic:
es, and cherish, encourage and practice the virtues
which have been enumerated, so long, with the
blessing of heaven, we may reasonably hope, that
the Uwirep Srarss will remain INDEPEND-
ENT and FRERE.
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