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ADDRESS.

-

~Ir is with no.common emotions of diffidence and distrust,
that the spenker rises to address this unexpectedly numer-
cus, respectable, and brilliant assembly.* Uncongenial as
have been the pursuits of his profession to the cultivation
of the beautics of fine writing, and the graces of public
speakiny, he is morcover conscious that the very lirnited
number of days allowed him for preparation, in'order to
commence our anaiversary duties on this, so appropriate a
day, claims more than ordinarsy induigence. Feeling, how-
cver, the most intense and profound degree of internst in
tha success of this Association, the ambiiious desire of at-
tracting applause for literary cxeellence at once yields to
the heartfelt wish of promoting the cause, and cncouragiug
the objects of its formation. |

I stand before you,; too, an e‘e"c*uh hour convert to the

cause of temperance. - It has becnmy fortune to have pass-
ed in professional duties, no inconsiderabie peried of ae-
tive life in the metropolis of our country ; at once the em-:
porium of commerce and of vice ; of wealth and of mise~
ry. Compelied in every day’s routine of employmen_t to
witness betore my eyes, the most terrific, hmrt—smkcmng
scenes of desolation, both physical, intellectual und:moral,
pmduced almost umiversally by one primary ngent present—
ed in a city, probably unequalled in the old or ngw world,

10 ancient or modern times, for the general premlence of

it is supposed, although a day's notice only was gwém ﬂf the cr-
rangemﬂnts for a public procession, &=, that {rom four to five hund[ed per-
sous, betweon the ages of ten and thirty-five years, were presenty includ-
iog nearly two hundred young ladies and gentlomenr, connecteJemth tha
literary institution= in tho place, =¥
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intemperauce, it 1s now-a matter of astonishment that its |
“extent, its cuuscs, its consequences, the fear of ity increase
or {he' hopes of some amendmént, (if any 'such prospect
‘¢ould-have been found to exist) had not artested my-earn-
est “attention, if not secured my devoted exertions. But a
degree of blindness and falsé vision, now - unaécountable,
pravented a-view. of the real relations of the subjest, and
led to the cunmdemlmn of this fell ngent :of mighty. inis-
chief; merely as one of the concomitants of humanity, whose
existence, however nuinful, must be tolerated, but could not
be destroycd ; us one of the causes of bodily disease,: hke
‘the vicissitudes of the atmc:sphere, or the influences of an
epideniic, at once lamentable but unavoidable. Br a vast
proportion-of u population where oné sixth of the habita-
tions arc licensed grog-shops,* any attempt to deprive them
of a long cherished luxury, even by the indirect force of
public opinion, was met-and opposed, as might have been
expected, with: a degrec ‘of venom and malignancy which
nothing -but that mental perversion, which owesy its origin,
even in some powerful minds, to an attachment to stimulat-
ing drink, - could have excited into action in once human
bosomes. “Abuse the most unfounded, and satire: the most
gross, sophistical argumentation and ridiculous ‘aspersion
were alike thrown upon the means employed and the indi-
“widuals who exerted themselves to oppose the unparalleled

aﬁgi increasing abandoument to.spirituous liquors, which
was devastating cur nation—inaking our moral soif a howl-—

* mg‘w"ﬂderness ' o
It may perhaps be offered as some explanation, but I am
aware, smal] palliation, that from devotion to other pursuits,
together.gwth the contemptuous opposition of many of thai
characte? and standing in society whose wishes we are wont

to gn.tuj; and feelmga to espouse : ‘whose opmmns, desnite

hd By' 8 murn recent newspape* account, it wonld appﬁar that the num-

ber a...hm:uma lo retaal ardent wpirits in the city of New.York, is in the
r;ltln ‘o one to every Gfty-five persons.
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our better judgment, are apt to communicate & tinge and
mlourmg to vur own, that I, like thousands ‘of others, zaw
nothing in the cxerticns of the benevolent but. the zeul of

{fanatics;'and the scheres of the designing , having views fur
ulterior to the ob]ects professedly to be attained. The
scales-are now removed from my eyes, and 1 beheve I fcel
a double degree of horrot it the contemplation. of this moral
plague,. ﬁ-om having the misfortune to have had such ter-
ribly extensive opportunities of witnessing Its ravages. A
new light has broken in upon me, sad with my present feel-
tngg, sooner would I, like the inconstant, but repentant
and mart}'rcd Cranmer, thrust my right hand into devouring
jlames, than it should be the guilly minister to the unholy
aratification of him that wields 1t or his neighbor.!

'That the case was not a hopeless or desperate one, the
half million signers whose names are now ecnrolled on the
Dyclaration os Independence from the tyranny and misrule
of strong drink, can amply attest. Of the benign influences
of their eflorts, let the most obstinate sceptic existing but
witness tie cflects which have been so miraculously achieved
here, i1 New-England, amongst us, and if he be not ovesr-
whelmed with conviction, he would doubt on, ¢ven though
a pre.ernctural revelation were sonnded constantly in his
cars.

-1 know not precisely to what cause the mighty change,
which it 13 hoped will mark the present century with éonse-
«(uxnces far more extraordinary and enduring than. lhe re-
iorénlmn of Luther, is to be asc nbcd—-—-whether to thezeal-
ous and well directed eflorts of some powerful friends to
the species co-operating, or whether the evil had ot arsen
to such @ pitch that a patural reaction for the better could
not but take place, or to both these causes united. ‘The in-
qmry how 1t commenced, is comparatwel) ummportant,
save as celculated to determine the meed of praise. and grat-
itude to be ascribed to those pioneers in the maréh of be-

nevolence, who haa they lived in ages of classic anhqmt},
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would havc been apothelzed in the days of Catholic supre-
nmcy, samled bui who in aur times must reap a far more
exalted satisfaction in the contemplation of what they have
accomphshad ‘How the advantages may bo sustamed aid
contuiued, extended and rendered r ﬂnanemly protrre.ésive,
1S & questu‘m of -far higher ‘moment and utility, and it is to
this that I propose to dlrect your attention. Of the fiature
and extent of: the ‘evil against .which the land has avisen as’
if by one accord it is not- necessary .that 1 should, nor do I
des:gn to spcak.  The frightful, loathsome picturc has been
so uften presented, thai the mind is nauseated:when it iz
held up ; it has been tao faithfully, too vividly delineated
by many a masterhand. An attemipt onmy part to remodel
the design, or even ta touch up the lights and shadows,
m:ght weaken and destroy the cffect, bul could not. add
force to the sketch. Why nced I allude to the army of
375,000 drunkards who Ilately cumbered our soil  to the
40,000 who were anmm]ly self-immolated on this more than
altar of Moloch, comprising the old and young, rich.and
noor, learned and illiterate, and with feelings of regret and
shame I am forc(id to add, male and female? Why shou]d 1
point you to the towering, giant intellécts crowded :to the
earth, and forced to grind vear after year in bondage, like
Sampson in his prison-house, shern of his locks and de-
- -priyed of his sight ? “ for alas ! mtampcrance seems to se-
lect the brightest victims, that she may shew her omnipo-
tenu‘g My cmshmrr them in her iron embrace.” Why should -
I direcy/ your eyes to the countless wrecks of youth 'and -
promlsfz, genius and talents scattered and strewn over the
ocean of ‘intemperance ? why nead I speak of almshouses,
lunatic qgrlums, county prisons and penitentiarics, filled
with 1ts: ﬂé’hms Why should 1 refer to the most trifling

c:rcumg' ce in this catalogue of horrors, the fifty millions
of - dolld ' a.nnually expended, thrown away,m the purchase
of*f,.liq! “fire ? ‘an amount in twenty years ‘cqualling in

val%g" Il the ‘houses, lands ond slaves in the United: States. |
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None of these things necd be presented 1o your minds, at
the present day, to compel you to acknowledge that a com-
bincd effort, co-extensive with the evil, and ﬂmrefom ‘uni-
versal, was called for, and must be made. - It has in a most
cncouraging degrec been comirenced ; it needs only to be
extended, for it may decline. The d'mfrcrf; of rehpsc in
physical diseases, present no tmpt type of what may he a 1‘1
prehended from a recurrence of this moral malady. |

The means to prevent so unhapnv a catastrophe as the
re-ascendancy of this monster, vice—may be conqulemd
under the following divisions : o

The peculiar advantages to be expected from the associ-
ation of those_similur in age and circumstances, for the pur-
poses of promoting tempcrance ; and

The nccessity of entive akstinence from-all stimulating
drinks, not only distilled, but vinous and fermented.

I am aware that some powerful endeavors to estabiish the
belief 1n the gencral inexpediencv of associated action,
have recently been made. The axiom that unionis strength,
whether for good or cvil, is however, too ancient and too
consonant with universal experience, ever to he invelidated
or annulled. It may with truth be said, that almost all the
brilliant results of modern times, whether regardedin a sci-
entific, & moral, or a religious point of view, owe their im-
petus and their progress to a combination of effort.  Take
the examples of the zood effected by such men as Howard;
¥Hanway or others, ﬂhGS"‘ whole souls were wrapped in fnve
to man, and so far from proving the negative of this propo-
sition, they can only tend to convince us how infinitely
greater effects in the work of benevolence would ha{e been
conshmmated, had the same amount of industry, gemus,
and devotedness been exerted in a different channel.

There 1s a natural sympathy in the human breast which
leads to a train of reflection and action, ana]ogous an mdi-
viduals who are situated under similar circums tanccs.

Though far from being a rule of universal upphcauon, no

o
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reasonable doubt can obtain of its ga’hera. truth. We com-
_pare our actions, we regulate our conduct, we insensibly as-
sume the chain of thaught and feeling, not of those above
us, or below us in life, but of our equals. Equality of age,
-though by no means a standard ot mental endowment or in-
tellectual acquirement, has a far more intimato connection
with the scale of moral feeling. We are ambitious, per-
haps, to excel those who commenced the tiresome journey
of existence with ourselves, in the acquisitions of wealth,
of honor and of enjoyment ; but ah! how little are we
stimulated by the noble emulation of being better. On the
other hand, a natural pride of character, a fear of deprecia-
tion in the eyes of the world, if we are inflyenced by no
higher motive, makes us, if possible, avoid being considered
‘much worse than our fellow voyagers.

The young, whose characters and dispositions ar¢ more
pliable, and less firmiy fixed than thosec farther advanced
in life, will of course be more susceptible of the effects of
sympathy and example. The tendersapling feels the influ-
ences of spring, and the severities of winter, the breathing
of the summer evening’s gale, and the fury of the northern
tempest, far mote acutely and effectively than the firmly
compacted and solidly implanted oak. And to pursue this
illustration a little farther: the same vicissitudes which bend
one straight trunk, annihilating its beauty and destroying
ifé gmwﬂl, produce the same eftfects on thosc which surround

Here and there may be one of weaker mould, which
cannot so long sustain the action of such causes, or another
which longer resists them, but the general chamcter, beauty,
streng;h and durability of the grove will depend on the
same influences.

If the general standard of moral sentiment is raised or
depressed the moral feeling and action of an antire class
fluctuafes to correspond. From the days of Anacreon or
Horace, or any of the poets of uncivilized ages, who sang
the praises of Bacclus and of wine, down to the bncchmm-
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lian lyrics of our latest volume, the palm of glory is ascribed
to him, whoee peculiar nervous constrtution loingest resists
the inroads of incbriation: the chaplet adorns his brow
wlo can engorge and contain the most. Is not the object
of ambition now reversed ¢ and at the present day, and
amongst us, does not he who is most abstemious rgceive the
prize ? a prize far more exhilarating and cndurning than
worldly applause, based on consciousness of rectitude,

* What nothing carthly gives or can destroy,
‘* Tho soul’s calm sunshine and the heartfelt joy.

It may be incidentally remarked, that these heathen
poets, and in imitation of them, the equally talented but
more inexcusable versifiers of our own age, never sing the
praises of the bottle cxcept in conjunction with those of
love! Unnatural, distorted, absurd consociation of ideas,
as far removed as are the antipodes! They who could thus
degrade and blaspheme the name, never could have expe-
rienced the pure and transcendént emotions of virtuous
attachment!

T'he inducements and temptaiions to intemperance which
surround those little advanced in the journey of lhife, are
morc urgent, whilst the unfixed, unconsolidated state of the
character at the same age renders their influcnces mor..
preponderating and more destructive.  The flow of animz)
spirits does for a time seem to tun more smoothly and more
sweetly under the syren enchantments of this excitemcnt,
clse how is it that so many of the noblest spirnits arc lured,
betrayed, and lost forever! Its bite is a0t like that of the
serpent, nor its sting Like that of the adder, till the power
of its fascination has (oo long, too fatally been cxevted on
its viectim.  Ilow blest are we, my {cliow citizens, 1n being
so far removed as we are, from great temptations to orr in
this respect.  The hurry, the excitements, the amusements,
the fashions and modes of life in larze and populous cities,
present opportunities and profter inducements to an unnat-

ural and destructive induigence, to which we in the calm
)

L
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youtine of rural existence, arc but slightly exposed, and
‘which we can but feebly appreciate. It was the invoca-
tion of him * who spake as never man spake,” lead us not
into temptation ; 1t was not, cnable us to resist it, How
should our hearts overflow with gratitude, that we ave not
called upon to exercise this most difficult duty of the chris-
tian and the man, to resist unusual temptation, In contem-
plation of our awn peculiar hoppiness in this respect, let
us not forget to draw the mantle of charity over those who,
perhaps, possessing more ardor of temperameni, more ex-
quisite senstbility. of nervous constitution than ourseclves,
-or who have been seduced by more captivating tomptations
than have fallen to our lot, have been fascinated, have per-
haps struggled, resisted, faltered, fullen!

The grand principie from which has originated the won-
drous change in the character and views of our populatiou,
In reiation to the use of strong drink, which has in fact re-
versed the whole fashion of polished society, within the
last few years, has its basis on the mere force of public
opinion. This 15 the only foundation on which it could
have been maintained ; laws, municipal regulations, imposts
and excises would have been, and expcrience shews, have
been in vain. The resistless cataract of public opinion has
swept all the petty obstructions and impedunents which
have been thrown into its course before it. 'The hydre-
headed monster 1s cruched ! but is he destroyed forever?
Is there no reason to fear that so intense a degree of pub-
lic feeling, altering the long established, ume sanctioned
custofys of society, ¢ customs, indeced, morc honored in the
breach’than the observance,” may not bte followed by a pro-
portional collapse ' a collapse which cannot continue long
before a more appalling renewal, if possible, of the danger
which as’a nation we seem to have escaped, will succeed.
This 1s,’indeed, a momentous, a startling enquiry. Upon
us, and those of our age, gentlemen of the Association, our
firmness, our unwavering decision depends the reply. We
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follow next in the rapid march of existence, those who have
relieved our path of this mighty impediment in our pilgrim-
age to another and a better world ; ghall we allow the way
again to be obstructed ? Whilst the means of escape are so
plain, so palpable, shall ‘we fall into the snare? No! the
young men of our country will array themselves to oppose
the destroyerin an invincible phalanx, which no power can
overthrow, no stratagem circumvent! We will close our
cars to the syren song of this Circe, before we too literzlly,
alas! meect the disastrous fate of the companions of Ulys-
ses !

Banished in all its forms to rest on the shelfuf the apoth-.
ccary alone, at the side of opium and arsenic, may not ar-
dent spirit become, even in the short period of vur action
on the stage of existence, known to the next generation
only in the reminiscenses of the aged, or the annals of the:
historian, who, when with the bitterness of truth he shall
write down the ravages of this wide sprecading epidemic, to
whose horrors and mortality, the plague which has lately
desolated so much of the old world, is, as it were, but a
drop in the bucket, shall still have the glorious satisfaction.
of recording, that like every other pestiferous infection
which has spread its baneful influences over the globe, its
season was of limited duration only. Less than a hundred
years ago, and the inhabitants of this country were tem-
perate deinkers ; by a natural, yes, an unavoidable conse-
quence, intemperance followed with the same uncrring cer-
tainty that any etfect follows its cause, till our moral and
politicdl horizon became overspread with a lurid cloud, por-
tending destruction.  Thauk Ifeaven! the sky is now clear,
seréne and propitious. :

By what has ce-operation of individuals, forming the
sources of the rushing current of public opinion been cf-
fucted 7 only by a system of mutual pledges and honorary
agrecments, a concert, a combination, small, weak and in-
efieient in its beginnings, confined to limited districts and
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neighborhoods, who signed written articles, stipulating to
avoid the use of the subtle poison themsclves, to refrain
from offering it to their guests, and to refuse providing it
for those employed in munual labour. . It was with many
doubts and apprehensions, so finnly rooted was the convic-
tion, "ot merely of its utility but of its absolute necessity,
that these innovating experiments were first attempted.
With what apparent ustonishment were the newspaper par-
agraphs expressed, advising of the erection of some frame,
the launching of a vessel, the celebration of a marriage,
the carrying on a farm, without the usc of ardent spizits,
perhaps concluding with what uow seems the veriest com-
monplace truism, that no real loss of labour or enjoyment
was the result t

The necessity of entire abstinence was early discovered
1n the progress of this holy crusade against intemperance.
It was soon found that the magic words, temperale drinking,
prudent use, employment m mﬁdemt:on, werc bat the syno-
nymes of intemperance. Nor was the difference between
them- any thing else than a mere verbal distinciion ;—the
consequences were alike ruin. Every man in his own be-
lief was and is a temperate drinker ;—each man feels that
he is as capable of self control as his neighbor; and what
15 the result? The strong, unfaltering man lives to triumph
in his victory over besetting propensities, while his weaker
brother, tempted, encouraged, justified by his example, has
slipped from his apparently equally firm foothold of tempe-
rate drmkmg into—perdition! Fortunate the man, who
urged msensxbly to occasional stimulation, by the pangs of
bodily disease, or the still more unaileviable tortures of
mentel a_ln'ulsh, is awakened ere the habit becomes ¢onfirm-
~ed and’ deep-seated, no raatter what the agent that arouscs
him may be, even though it is the '1owling of that hyena of
somety,ﬁhe slanderer, wha with envious vision sccs moun-
tains irmole-hills, and who, seizing the advantages of un-
guarded moments, labours to betray, ond if nossﬁ)le to de-

i
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stroy! Happy is he, I say, cven though a fiend awaken
him from a stupor which his bosom friend might not per-
ceive, or might tremble and hesitate to disturb.  “Fas est
ab hoste doceri.” It is right to gain instriction even from
an enemy, and we may sometimes even bless ‘detraction,
however much we may abhior the motives, or despise the
churacter of the calumniator. We may apply to it the
lines of the great poet of nature;

‘“ Sweet are the uses of adversity,

“* Whicti like the toad, ugly and venomous,

“ Ilcars yet a precious jewel in its head ! |

An unfortunate distinction has been drawn between the

use of distilled and vinous liquors. Tt is this which has
occastoned almost all the defaleations in the cagagements
of those making an cffort at reform. Adhering awhile to
the letier of their agreement, the stimulation of the system
1s now produced by wines or fermented beverages. Unal-
terea iu his character or habits, 1t 1s in vain to cxpect a
man, constantly under the eflects of partial incbriation, to
adhere to any promises or redeem any pledges. He may
for a season, like Macbeth’s ¢ juggling fiends,”

““ Keep the word of promise to the ear,

‘“ But break it to the hope,

but wil! ultimately return to his less bulky, but not more
certain poison. _
Why has this difference obtained? Is it from thé im-
pression that.the constituent qualities of wines and distilled
spirits are not identical? If so, the mistake is a great oue.
If any thing, the acrid and acid principles in the former are
more deleterious, while the alcohol and water, the re-
maining ingredients, differ only in proportion. Is 1t from
the belief that tho streagth of wincs is so trifling that they
may be consumed with impurity? The chemists, by accu-
rate and undisputed analysis, will tell you, that the usual
wines drank in this country, contain in a hondred parts
from fifteen to thirty of pure alcohol, being from onc third
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to onc half the amount contained in rum, or brandy, or gin,.
or whiskey; and few wine drinkers can there be found,. if
iy observation and experience can be taken as any criteri-
on, who do not more than eompensate for want of strength
in their potations by addition in quantity. | 1

Dr. Hewitt, so aptly denominated by a distinguished ju-
vist, ** the apostie of temperance,” in a recent account of a
visit to Paris, informs us, that contrary to the usual belief|
the intemperate class of wine-drinkers there, are as stupi-
fied and brutal, as the same classes in other countries de-
humanized by rank distilled liquids. I have also been in-
formed of this fact by others whose opportunities of obser-
vation, from more extended cvidence, were far greater.

The annals of the I'rench hospitals also corroborate this
statcment. 'The report of onc of the most celebrated, that
at Charenton, ncar Paris, discloses the appalling fact, that
more than onc fourth of those received, including all ages
and both sexes, had become insane from the abuse of wine.
If in o wine-growing.ccuntry such eflects arc produced by
a comparatively pure, unmixed, unadulterated drink, what
must be expected here, when almost all the wines consum-
cd contain, in addition to their own native stimulus, no in-
considerable quantity of alcohol superadded, and generally
no unimportant additicn of poisonous narcotic ‘and astrin-
gent drugs, and are, indeed, such as a wine-drinking epi-
cure;would reject with contempt ?  In short, to sum up the
whole theory of this subject, it may be remarked without
danggf of controversion, that spiriiuous liquors, drank in the
state of dilution usually customary here, are not bulk for
bulk of the prepared drink, more immediately or perma-
nently injurious to body and mind than wines.* The rejes-

A

* It was the intention of the speaker to have gonc info tho considera-
tion of the)fermented liquors, strong beer and cider, but the limits of the
Address necessarily prevented. He would, however, here give it as the
resalt of Bis examination and matured reflection, contrary to his firat im.
pressions, that their use is an evil—less in degree, but disgdised asit may
be, an evil still; and that many, if not most of the objections fo wine-

-
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tion of spirits and adhesion to vinous hiquors 1s detrimental
in more ways then in producing dercliction from temperance
pledges, in kecping alive the appetite for stronger stimuli,
and in failing wholly to accomplish the object designed.
The rich man relinquishes distilled spirits, and adheres to
the use of wines;—how can he in reason or consisteney,
call upon his poorer neighbors 1o deprive themeselves of
spitits when he knows them to be unable to procure his
cnstly stimulant ?

The negative reply most frequently made by those
who are urged to add the influence of their namces
and example to the cause of tomperance is like this:
“ I feel myself capable of governing iy propensities ;—-I
necd not the assistance of my neighbours to preserve my
morals.” Mistaken, dangcrous sophiztry!  Will not the
guilt of your neighbor, who is not thle to resist and con-
trol hig propensities, and who is influenced by your exam-
ple, and your specious reasoning, lay at vour door> Even
you yourself, however self-confident in yeur own might,
must recollect how the best made decistons, the most de-
termined resolves; are lizble to be overstepped and broken
down ;—how apt 1s poor human nature, unrestrained by
definite bonds and spccific pledees, to falter and be over-
come. That giant of mind, the chief of Britain’s intel-
lectunl prodigies, said—* T know what intemperance is, and
I know what is abstinence ; but I never could learn whatis
moderation.” If such a man as Dr. Johnson felt himself
insecurc, with what fear and trembling should common
mortals walk the bripk of the awful gulph of temperate
drinking. ¢ Lect him that thinketh he standeth, take heed
lest he fall !”

Is there any force in the objection so frequently urged to

drinking, apply with equal force to these drinks. At the risk of being
considered somewhat wlira in his opinisns, ho intends in future to uphold
by precept and personal example his conviction that the man who would
enjoy the mens sana in corpare sano—a sound mind in a healthv body.—
requires no other beverage than that which the Gon or Natvre: has
every where supplied in plenty and in puritv, conn wyren.
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giving the requived written pledge, urged too by too many
who are living examples of abstemiousness, that in'so doing
they compromlse thetr independence of action? that there
13 o virtue in titus being compelled to be virtuous? Is
there net a full, unanswerable reply in the enquiry, if it de-
rogates from our independence or our virtue that we are
compelled to dbey the laws, to perform many of the duties
of life, under the solemnities of an oath 2 thus cutting us
oft from, at least, an uniform practice upon this double refined
notion of free action, of which we are wont to boast.

Would that glorious instrument, the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, thet magnae crartue of our liberties, cver have
been signed, or its daring purposes a{,comphshed if our
noble ancestors had dcdmed pledging themselves to the
work ? No, they did not feel, nor pretend to fecl their dig-
nity compromised, or their ircedorn of action infringed,
when they before an admiring world pledged ¢ their lives,
their fortunes and their sacred honor!” Did they ever labour
under a servitude morc galling and onerous, an oppression
more grinding or. degrading, than that to which intempe-
rance has subjected us, as a nation? Did all their unrea-
sonable taxes for stamps, teas, cvery thitig imposed & them,
ever amount to even a tyihe of those ]ex icd and collected
of us for the support of one inordinate gratification ?

The answer given by individuals not friendly disposed to
the object, that their single example can be of little moment
to the cause, is unphilosophical and misguided. There isno
person in society, however humble his lot, however limited
his talents or opportunities, who can say or can know, that
the influence of his example will not prevent or recover some
instance of falling. Each man isthe depositary of a power for
good or cvil in this respect, far beyond what he can be
aware. 6f. IHe knows not but he may form the commenc-
ing pomt the nucleus of the leaven of right prineiples
and corresponding practice, which shall extend its virtucs
far and wide—like the smallest pehble, which impinging on
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the placid* wateis; stirs up a ripple whese circle grows.

broader and broader, till its limits are circumscribed only by
want of material to which its infliences can’' be transmitted.
Will the argument be suggested that the mdmduul for

years, from infancy perhaps, for half a Lentury ‘possibly,

has beenin-the habit of regulnﬂy usmg spirituous’ ltquors in’

moderation; and ‘ever without injiry to’ ‘body or mind ? Let”

hut-sotne acute diseasc lay hold of ‘his frame, even indepen-

dent in its origin 'of -any ‘connection with'ihat cause, arid his
physician, if he has tact enough tosce any thing, will
trace the eftéct of ‘temperate drinking in marks and’ lmes,‘

which though 1mperceptlble to, and unsuspected by, his'pa-
tient, are to lum piatn, palpable and "not to be mistaken.—

Ah ! little know you, iémpetate drinker, how soon you may |
hecome thg victim, yes, the bond slave, of your now tyran--

nical master; ITow often do we notice the most feehle con:
stitutionis stYugile on ycar after year in a state of” cuqtencp
perhaps hardly desirable, preqerved ‘only ' by perswermg
care and devoted caution; a new or ‘aggravated exposuie

to the oausesof disease’or a partial failure of the vital pow-

ers of existence supervenes, and the thread of existence is
snapped asunder, as it were in'an instant!  So, were every

circumstince of mental and-physicai life to remain pérpet-’
ually in exactly the sainte state, youmight perhaps continue.
as far as your individual self is concerned, to go on drink-
ing in moderation, without apparent ‘injury.  Surrounded;’

affected, transmuted as we are by - constant ‘changes; inde®

pendent of ourselves, who shall ens'ure*you from the actioh -

of those causes from which intemperance in numberless -
stances is'the result?  Who shall warrant’ your etemgtmn

from the iron grasp of misfortune, the loss of property! the’

thwartings of ambition, the betrayal ‘of friendship;” thé"
pangs of disappointed affection, or theé ‘thousand 'ills fo -
which-flesh is heir, and the occurrence of which ‘daily ‘ex<~"
periénce proves is not contested - manfully by baring ‘our

bosoms to the tempest and letting it how! on, througha -

a h
)
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pernaps long, long “earv mght of darkness and of sorrow
that we do not - '

e Take up arms agatnst & s&a of troubles,

e Apd by o"poslug, end them, -
No! mfatuated as we are, we are rather dlapﬂﬁ&(l to seck
the present obliteration of our troubles in the waters of the
deadly Letlie of mtemperance, like the ostrich of the des-
ert, who when hard pressed by the hunu.smtm, hides hers
head in the sand, and thinks herself secure from danger and

death !
Beside the tendency which real or imaginary affliction has

to induce and increase the habit of intemperate drinking, the
nature of the human constitution loudly proclaims the abso-
lute impossibility of the same amount of ardent or vinous
spirit continuing to produce the same agreeable sensations of
stlmulatmn, after its long use, as when first commenced. It
18 like opmm, thé commencing dose of which niay be less
‘than one grain, half a dozen perhaps cndangering life, yet
by the confirmed opium-eater an ounce IItht be, indeed
has been, swallowed daily with présent impunity.

Lven were we guarded against the common contmgen—
cies of human nature, mlsfortune and disease, there is one
cause still existing against which the temperate drinker has
to oppose a constant, vigilant warfare ; which party most
often proves the victor in the contest, let cxperience de-
claze. This cause, which produces no temptation to the
resolved abstinent, but 50 often decides the fate of the pru-
dent drinker, is age, and from this, presumptuous, self-con-
fidlent man! you cannot escape. As advanced life steals
on, the flow of animal spirits and the energies of the men-
tal and bodily powers become weakened ; the adaptation of
once Eleasurable and innocent enjoyment ceases. What
thén 8o often usurps the place of calm, philosophic prepa-
mtlontfor eternity, as the unnatural employment of diftusi-
ble ‘stimuli? Many an individual who lives the best and
active portion of his days a moderate, temperate drinker.
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dies a drunkard! The apparent necessity of: supporting -
and urging on the flagging powers of life, seems to cail
more loudly for incrcused potations, whilst- the intellectual
and corporeal power of resisting the temptation;.and coun-
teracting the baneful influences, is diminished, or lost en-
tirely. T L _

Whoever attempts to make a treaty with crime, does it
at an awful peril. “Obsta principiis.” Yield uot to the first
aggressions which hard soliciting temptation may make for
a return to her deadly bowl, and the victory is compmative-
ly easy. No capituiation, no compromise, no half-way
measures can be permitted. In this case what is not de-
cidedly right, is positively wrong. Whoever ‘is not for us,
is against us. No careless indifference, no fool-hardy dar-
ing, no indolent security in the midst of dangor must be
indulged. When Sic Joseph Banks and his compan-
jons were on a pedestrian journey, overcome by the in-
tense frosts of the arctic circle, and felt the benumbing
slumber produced by the extreme cold pressing upon
thein, it was the emphatic waining of the scientific Solan-
der, ¢ Whoever rests will sleep, whoever sleeps will awake
no more ! It is so in the attempt to tamper with the
foul fiend of drink; he that hesitates is lost !

** Gnee to be in doubt, is to be resolved,

4

cn staking all that renders earth desirable, or even tolera-
ble, on the hazard of one die, and that at an immense odds!

In regard to no other temptation is the precept so strik.
ingly illustrated, * Resist 1t and it will flee from you.” * [t
must bu relinquished at once, entirely and forever ! Thein-
conveniences in commencing and prosecuting a course of
entire, total abstinence, are few, tolerable and transient;

* It ia stated in some racaat lemperance publication, that hardly an in.
stance of return to former habits of intemperate drinkfug has been knownp
amongst thosa who have adhered for even a single twalve-month, to the
pledge of ontire abstinet ce from alcuholic liquors in alj their forms. How
true the French prover:, ** €'¢esi le premicr pas qui coute.”” The fipst
step elone demands aoy very greal effort ¢f resolution,
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ﬂ}ﬁ} st‘ ﬁgt‘rle, the eternal warfare HECEbSlh y :to.maintain the
_narrow ground of temperate drmkm is constantly urgeut,
.. ,and nhm 'S daubtful inits result.

Theie is one othermotive. the neccsmty of offeripg which
has arisen durmf' the short period, since; L began to preparc
for-the duty to whlch }fodrepartmltty has invited me—1wvhich
I had; tristed it would never hwe been. my mouwmnfyl office
to. have Ppesente,d to your minds as an inducement to fur-
tqcr enrhest and unremitted excrtions in the cause of entire
abs‘flr%ence. But a wise and overruling, but EY durk .and .in-

 scrutpble Providence seems to have ordered our. hopes to
‘be tli{varted Perhaps without assumptmn it may be feared
‘that the sin of inteiperance has become so great.on the
"faqe of lhe earth, as to call down the dreadful, but . nat un-
desérved ‘wrath of an oﬁ"ended Heaven !

‘The angel of death, who for ﬁﬁeen .years has stalked over
the old worid, till millions have fallen before his presence,
“has, bome on blogd stained pinions, reached our shores !
The disepse which has vnslted all latltudes, and localities
of_' Asia and Eumpe, with a few exceptions as to the latter,
18 in Amerma. Nothing has mthel;to arrested or can arrest
its progreas. “Marshes and/ mountain tops, snowy regions
and tmpw&l heats, 1slands and coptinenis have alike feLt 1S

~visitation. It has passed the barrier of an ucean’s width,
-and-the next gale that sweeps from the north, may bring to
our bosoms the seeds of pestilence vad of death Yes,
thls very day brings to us the awful intellience of s une-
quivocal existence in a not far distant city ! While we
await in humble adoration,’but svithout childish terror the
advanse of the devourmfr cholera, we arc caHed upon by
Rvery motive of duty, to :neglect no means-whtch can check
its fiiry, or absate its' ptmer. “As fur as my researches, which
have baen nelther superﬂcml nor hrmted have extended, 1t

grgatest opportumt]es of witnessing th!s fell malady, that
its-ravages are extended, its ‘rulence heightened, its “dan-

it
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gers. au;,mented if:.not its very-existence confined, to those L

whose vital_ energies have been-in.somu meusure prostrated
by habits of intemperate drinking. - What an-astounding
fact.! if it is indeed a judgment for national sin, it seems to
discriminate, the. guilty from the 1nnocent. | .

_In.conclusion, fellow citizens, I'would urge.you by cvery
mthc avhich cun actuate .you as moral, intellectual, -ac-
countuble- beings, to hang no lénger back from the cause of
entire -abstinence... Never shall - it be said ithat: this town,
eminent .for more - than a century, (I believe -I may say it
without. the. imputation of vanity) for the industrious habits,
the corroct. fecling, the enlightened views of its, population,
is not in the front ranks in & cause in which the whole sur-
rounding:community are-up, as if en masse.

Those of every rank, age and situation in life, hive clse-

where gathered ‘round the standard of -temperance, as if

arged forward by a common-impulse. The -friends of reli-
aion and of morality, of private huappiness and the public
weal; of national peace and - prosperity,-of ‘liberty and their
country, have -joined-to oppose:the -cacmy who is in-arms
against them ;

* Firm-paced and slow, a solid {rontitheyiform,
‘¢ §till as the breoze, but dreadful as the storm !

Yes,:a foc has stolen-a:march into the very bosom of our

country, desolating and destroying lives and property, almost
beyond the limits-of calculation ; a foe who has made. &

more numerous and crue! conscription to fill his ranks than
cver a Charles X1I. or a Napoleon were forced to, to accom-

plish the objects of their vaulting ambition !

Were a foreign enemy to appear oft our coast, and threat-
en to invade our shores, how many thousand hearts would
beat high to rush to the fight ! Liow would the young and
active, wnth the blade in one hand and the firebrand in the
other, hasten to meet him on the very strand, ere a hostile
foot had polluted our soil ; whilst the aged and infirm, with
hands and eyes uplifted to Heaven, would sigh the aspira-

l. 1 .
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tion; God speed them !'—how many thousand swords would
leap from their scabbards ; how many ten thousand bayo-
nets bristle in defiance !

The enemy whose presence in the very heart of our woil
we have but recently discovered, has hitherto presented no
dreadful front, no bloody iusignia to warn ; his course has
been slow, insidious and beguiling. But his guise is now,
thank Heaven, seen through, his insinuating advances can
ruin but little longer. The army which has gone out to mect
Lim is composed of materials as heterogeneous and veried,
as the hostile ranks themselves. On the neutral grourd of
temperance, politicians the most opposed, sectarian distinc-
tions -the most widely  separated, have met and coalesced.
Like the chivalrous knights, who forgot their own long cher-
ished feuds and animostties, to follow the red-cross banner
of St, George t. the arid plains and scorching skies of Pal-
estine, to recover the holy sepulchre ; or like our own native
sons of the forest, whe throw aside the tomahawk and the
scalping knife amongst each other, relinquishing awhile the
bloody contentions which from generation to generation they
have religiously been taught to maintain and aggravate, all
have united in alliance againsta common and immediate
enemy. But we are actuated neither by the fanatic super-
stition of the one, nor by the sanguinary motives of hatred
and revenge of the other. The standards we follow, are
trigh, reason, humanity ! QOar battle ery, Goop winL To

AN !



