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¢ Immoderate valor fiwells mtoa fault
“ And fear, admiited juto public counals,
‘ Betrays like treafon.,  Let us thun them both,
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¢ I.et us draw eur term of {recdom out

“ To its full lenath, and fpin 1t to the laft.”
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Citizens and Fellow Countrymen,

:i{ ADVANCE to addrefs you on the
fubje&t of our nation:zl freedom. A fubje& as
dear as happinefs ; as important, as exiftence
1tfelf.
~ 'This gladfome day announces the twenty-third
Anniverfary of our political Independence, This
is our birthday. If at any time we have thought
it worthy our attention to celebrate with feftive
joy the birth of one man, how much more fhall
we deem it fo, to celebrate the birth of fix mill-
jons of people*

On an occafion like the prefent, you cannot
but be filled with fentiments thé¢ moft magnani-
mous and interefting. "To enliven your concep-

" tions, and te fan the'flame of pure patrioti{m in
your bofoms, is the defign of the prefent addrefs.
Patriotifm

'*In 1583 the humber of tahabitants 10 the United States was
computed at 2,389,309 ; and according to the cenfus in 17971 the
aumber was 4,131,616 if they have continued to increafe in the
fame proportion as they did from 1783 to 3791, the prefent nume
Veér cxcceds 7,000,c00, |
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Ratriotifmis a noble and a powerful virtue. 1t
has refilted the rod of oppreflion, and.quelled
the rage of tyrants. It has freed captives; plead
the caufe of innogence, and broken the bands of
flavery. Had'not'Americans at the commence-
ment of the late revolution becn infpired with
this virtue, we had never feen this day, we had
never fitten under our own vines and fig-trees
unmolefted, to enjoy the glorious light of liberty.,
Such is the eonftru&®ion of clr nature, that
~ the'meaneft objelts engrofs the greateft thare
of our attention. Sclf prefervation is and
ought to be cur firlt care. ~When this is
cfie@ed, the laws of benevolence réquire us to
confuit the intereft of our dearelt conneétions.
To become patriots then, we muit have a ra.
tional regard for ourfelves; for the intereft of
our friends, -and muft delight in the profperity
and happinels of our nativé country.
Previonfly’ to the formation of civil fociety,
the law of natare authorifed men to defend them
felves againft the unjuft attacks of: enemies. . In
a civilized ftate'the fame law _jultifics the fove.
‘reign -of 'a nation ini collefting his forces to repel
‘any 'combination of invaders. . The fovercign
has a right to compel his fubjeéts to adion when.
ever the public good renders it expedient. But,
citizens, in the late conteft with Great Britain
.you did not wait to be compelled to duty :- you
eflteemed it your highelt intereft and your fu-
preme delight to appear in the defence of your
rights. No obje& was to-you fo noble; no caufe
fo glorious, as the caufe of juftice and of natingal
freedom. | L '
We are not aflembled to boaft of eur-herolm,
but we are affembled to fhow to the world that
we prize our privileges; that in fpite of oppofition

we

'I'_
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we aré determined to preferve them, and to tranfs
mit. them inviolate to our poftenty |

At prefent we are independent.  Thanks to
our parent patriots, who exhaufted the ardor of
their lives to procure us this havpinefs. "Thanks
to our prefeat illuftriouy ftatefmen, whofe un-
wearied exertions have hitherto proteéted .us
from foreign mtr:gue, and from. domeftic vio-
lence.

No nation can be happy without frecdom.
But there is an eflential difference between free-

" dom and licentioufnefs.  All men by the law.of

" nature are free to do good adtiens, but nene are

free to do bad ones.  An ‘enthufiaftic notion of
~ liberty has induced fome’ Americans in their

- moft unguarded moments to fappofe their righits

L
L

mfringed, ‘because their liberty was limited to
virtuous a&ions. But fuch limitation of liberty
is the grand pillar of political fafety. Remove
this and the wholf: fabric will totter into pro-
mifcuous ruin.

Every man has a right to form his connexions
and to educate his children in the principles ot
" honefty and juftice, but ke has no right to ufe
“the infidious arts of feduéion, nor to inftrud his
children in fraud and deccit,  He has a right
to obey the laws, und to rcvere the rulers of his
' choice : but he has no right . to tramcle on au-
thority, nor to reproach men grown grey in
“their country’s fervice. | He has a right to enjoy
" his religious opinion ; but has no right either to-
" profefs or to pm&xcca religion w hicl Interrupts
the devotion of any wmi‘uppmstr affembly, or
“difturbs public peace and order. Finally, he
has a night to be a good man, and a ufefu] man;
‘but he has no rlght nor ever will have a right
to be 2 w!l..un.

Yoo
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~ From general principles we pafs to a general
{urvey of our natural and civil advantages.

We poflefs a vaft tra&t of continent, computed
at 2 million of {quare miles. This tra&is bordered
by an extenfive fea-coaft, and interfperfed with
numerous bays and harbours eminently com-
modious, and inviting to commerce.~—A climate
temperate and falubrions ; a foil yielding to culs
ture, and luxuriant in its produions.

- With regard to civil liberty, we cnjoy as much
of it asis confiftent with human nature. We
have a happy conftitution ; framed by the hands
of wifdom and experience, which guarantees the
moft {acred rights of the people. Our govern.
ment is inferior to none on earth. It encourages
{ound morality and pure religion. 1t breathes
compaflion towards deluded offenders, while it
punithes with rigorous feverity the wilfully vi-
cious. It has fpirit to refent foreign impofitions,
and energy to fupprefs domeftic outrage. Itis
adminiftered by men whom the people can truft;
men of fagacity and difcretion ; men of eminence
and refpetability ; men of fcund principle and
of tried patriotifm. L

Are we not.contented and happy with thefe
diftinguifhed privileges ? Not perfeftly fo. Am-
bitious, unprincipled foreigners have viewed and
envied our tranquility. Thefe have injudicioufly
been invited to come and dwell among us. They
have come, and have brought their vices and
their prejudices with them. They have excited
jealoufy, and fown divifion and difcord among
onr honeft citizens. Through this medium has
been introduced a licentious philofophy; the
principles of which eventually tend to deftroy
{ocial and individual happinefs. A philofophy
derving our holy religion ; denying divine reve-

lation,
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lation, denying the exiftence of God and a fu-
ture {tate. A-philofophy difloiving the tendereit
of human conneétions, breaking down family
ditinétion ; confounding fyftems; trecing men
from the obligation of oaths, and reducing the
beautiful inequality of nature to a dead level,
whofc loathfome exhalations are pregnant witl
peftilence and death.

'V hefe diforganizing principles in the vitals of
our country are more to be dreaded, than mil-
lions of external open enemies.

We are happy to perfuade ourfelves that this
philofophy is chiefly confined to a few paliry
clubs of aliens. During the laft year, however,
cither throughignorance or malice,it has wrong-
fully been imputed to our ancient and honourable
Mafonic fraternity. It therefore becemes you,
gentlemen of that refpeéted order; conicicus of
your own innocence ; conicious of the purity of
your intention, to exhibit on all fuitable occa-
{ions your attachment to the government under
which you live ; and conftantly to caufe your
light fo to fhine before others, that they fecing
your laud:hle ations may be influenced to rev-
crence law, and to mamtain due fubordination.

Our greatelt enemies have ever appeared a-
monglt thofe, whom we hLad reafon to expeét
would be our belt friends. An unnatural mother
in a fit of phrenzy banifhed us from her pre-
fence ; perfecuted us in exile, and {fouzht to bind
us in fervitude. But her feverity provoked re-
fentment. We refifted : we looked to Heaven.
Propitious Heaven fmiled approbationandcrown-
cd our {truggle with fuccefs.

Our maternal afledtion being alienated. we
prefied to our bofoms a beloved fifter.,  With

her we entered into the {trongeit bonds of al-
B liance
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liance and friendthip, and unrefervedly trufted
her with the feerets of our own breafts, This
beloved fifter, this intrufted, and as we thought,
confidenrial friend, betrayed us. |

Having been thus treated, (hall we again {eek
friendfhip ¢ 1f {o, with whom fhall we form the
defired conncxion? Shall we return to our pa-
rent Britain, who has ftriven to reduce us to
flavery ¢ Shall we again court the peftilential
embraces of iMier France, who under the garb
of friendfhip has meditated our ruin? Or fhall
we truft to {trangers, and hazard the chance ot
being again betrayed ? Shall wenot rather be a
nation by ourfelves, fubject to our own laws,
ruled by our own magiftrates, and under the
Great Supreme, rely on our own {trength for nro-
teCtion ? You;cannot hefitate to anfwer thefe in-
terrogations. By celebrating this day you de-
clare your fentiments. You fhow that you are
decided in your politics 3 that you underftand
your rights ; and that you are determined inde-
pendently to enjoy them.

The manly exertions of the military depart-
ment of this place have extorted praife even from
their enemies, and have demonftrated that'they
are aftuated by noble motives. The uniformity,
difcipline, and public fpirit, which you this day
exhibit, Soldiers, not only do honor to your-
felves and to your patriotic commanders, but
alfo furnifh us with a frefh teftimony that you
are determined to maintain the conftitution, and
to preferve the freedom and independence of
your country. .

Much of the public fafety depends on you.---
Much alfo,depends on ournaval forces. They are
our outer guards, They protelt our commerce,

which is the ftaple commodity of national wealth.
We
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We ardently wifh them fuccefs. until they have
freed our coafts from infelting pirates ; until they
have exterminated thofe blood-thirfty cannibals,
who feed on murder,and fatten on human mifery.
~ A -ftanding army in time of peace has long
{ince been the fubjeét of popular declamation.--.
It has been reprefented as a national curfe.--.
It has been confidered, as deftruétive to morality 3
and to military difcipline among the yeomanry.
Undoubtedly the {tanding army of an enemy
1s a national curfe ; and to be compelled to main-
tain an unneceflary body of troops in time of
peace, we grant, is a national grievance. But
every judicious man knows, that the fureft me-
thod to continue peace, is to prepare for war.---
If then we may not have a ftanding army, bred
to war as a profeflion ; il in cafe of imminent
danger, we may have a provifional army, com-
pofed of volunteers from our militia. Otherwife
how can we prepare for war ¢ Our forts and
garrifons, unlefs properly manned, can afford
us ‘no protetion. The militia in the interior of
our country unqueftionably conftitute our defen-
dive ftrength. But their bufinefs is at home,---
They are engaged in fecular employments ; and
cannot, therefore, be conftantly in arms. Is it
not neceflary then, to have certain detachments
from the body of our militia, fo {tationed, as to
be able to watch, and warn us of approaching
danger? Suppofe twenty thoufand men are raifed.
Is 1t extravagant to employ twenty thoufand
men to guard nineteen hundred miles of {ea-coaft
and frontier,when threatened by rebels, Savages
and Frenchmen ? Isit extravagant alfe, to arm
merchantmen ; and to prepare a navy, when the
ocean i1s covered with the pirate fhips of our

cnemies, ready to plunder our property, ar;d to
DOTL
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fport. with the precious hives of our brethren ?--
It may perhaps be thought extravagant. But,
I believe it would be thought more extravagant,
.if an enlightened, powerful, and independent
~wation fhoulld, like unhappy Switzerland, - be
- Julled into fecurity,until the enemy had advanced
into the very bowels of their country. May the
fate of Switzerland never be the fate of America.
May we cver be furnifhed with able and faithful
‘watchmen, to guard our liberty. “ That, thould
our ehemtes approach at evening, at midnight;
or in the morning, our cannon may be prepareq,
to give-them a volley of death.

Citizens, you are once more invited to revert
your atténtion to the diftrefling fcehes of Seventy-
Five. 'The particulars of that Crifis need. not
be related. You yourfelves know them. The
unbounded profpedt of war and blood, was then
before you. You hurried from your embraces
the fair partners of your joys; and converted
your houfes and yeur temples into barracks and
oarrifons. You exchanged the plough and the
hoe, for the {fword and the mufket. Amid per-
plexity and conilernation, however you dared
aflert your rights ; and m the memorable epoch
of Seventy-Six, to declare yourfelves Indcpendent.
Tired with indignation for the injuries done you ;
and infpired with-genuine love of your country,
vou, in conjunétion with your patriotic brethred,
aflumed the armour of war ; and under GOD, .
and WasHinGToN, vanquiflred the foe; and
left the field vi&orious.

Great have been your efforts. The advantages,
you now enjoy, have been bought with biood..
Much has been done. But does there nothing
yet remain for us to do ? Have we no part yer
to perform in the grand political Drama r-.--

Becaule
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Becaunfe we are now Free and Independent, may
we flatter ourfelves, that we fhall'always remain
{o, without any further exertion £ Can we behold
other free and independent Republics, ravaged,
plundered, and enflaved by a rapacious monfter
in Xurope, and not tremble for our fafety f--
Can we behold the Terrible Republic of France
blafpheming GOD ; voting him out of exiftence ;-
diffolving treaties ; trampling on the facred law
of nations ; and sot be admonifhed to be on our
guard ! Can we behold this fameTerrible Nation
capturing our veflels 3 imprifoning our {fcamen
rt}jc&ing ourAmballadors ; vilifying the character
ot our venerable PrEsipENT 5 and infulting our
Government by feditious appeals to the People,
and not burn with indignation ? Can we hear
them demanding Tribute ; threatening us with
the fate of Venice and Sivitzerland, in cafe of
refufal ; and not think it our duty to be in a
polfture of defence ? If we can, we deferve not
the advantages of I'recemen. No man deferves
the proteftion of a Government, which he at-
tempts to deftroy 3 nor does any nation deferve
Jiberty, who will not contribute to its fupport.
Shall it be faid of us, that we are unwilling
to {fupport our Liberty ? Shall it be {aid that we
arc a nation divided againit ourfelves, mutually
endeavoring to deftroy that Government, which
protelts our lives and our property ¢ Is this our
national charalter 7 No ; the late numerous ad-
drefles to the Prefident from every quarter of
the Union, have declared the contrary. Thefc
have exprefled the {fentiments, and the difpofitions
of a great majority of the people ; and proved,
that they are ifatisficd with the prefent admini-
ftration ; that they are oppofed to party and
cabal ; that they will join heart and hand, in
- rallying
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rallying around theStandard of ourIndependences;
aud will facrifice exiftence, rather than crouch
to foreign fubjugation.

Yes, Americans, you have proved, that no
flattery canpervert your refolution ; nor peril
daunt your courage. You have declared, that
you prefer honorable war to difhonorable peace;
and that you will again hafte to the field of battle,
if your country be again invaded, and adminifter
vengeance to its foes.

The {pirited anfwers alfo, of our beloved.
PrEsIDENT, not only thow his fidelity, integrity,
and firmnefs ; but alfo exhibit his watchful zeal
for our prefervation. Dignified Sage! He has
{pent the morning and the meridian of his hife in
our fervice ; and fhall we in return load him with:
reproach and ingratitude, and denominate our-.
felves patriots ? Gob forbid, that fuch patriots
fhould enjoy the bleflings they thus defpife. No;
while we live, we will refpet and honor him 3
and when we are de.d, future generations fhall
blefs lis memory.

While we bear in grateful recolleftion our
illuftrious heroes and ftatefmesn,we paufe to fhed a
tear onthe tomb of our late Excellent Governor.
'The remembrance of SUMNER fpreads a gloom
o’cr the joys of this feftive day. For him we
weep. But why fhould we weep ¢ Heaven.
knew his goodnefs ; and {eeing he could not be
better beloved, nor farther promoted on earth,
received him ; and he has rewarded him accord-
ing to his merit.

May we, his fellow-citizens, while we lamens
his death, imitate his patriotic virtues. Let us
cherith the fame principles of reétitude, which
he cherithed. Let us exhibit the fame firmnefs

and intrepidity, which ever dignified his cha-
racter
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ra&r. Divefting ourfelves of narrow prejudice,
and of lawiefs ambition, let us be aftuated by
the fame generous motives, which marked all
his- public a&ions ; that fhould we fail of human
promotion ; fhould we not be thought qualified
for Judges and Governors here ; we may become
qualified for Kings and Priefts in a better world.

Cirizens, if you regard your prefent happinefs ;
if you regard the tuture welfare of your nation;
fhow your dcteftation of {feditious praltices,
whether from the prefs, or the pen. Inftru&t
your children not only in their right ; but alfo
n their duty. By your own example teach them
fubmiflion to conftituted authority. Teach them
to defpifc fadtious demagogues, who miftake
popularity for patriotifm. Show them how
dearly you prize civil hiberty by vour exertion
in its fupport. Teach them veneration for re-
ligious liberty by your devout attention to the
worfhip of GOD. That, when you fhall have
paid the debt of nature ; when Apams and
WasHiNcToN {hall be no more ; and when the
defpotifms, and republics of the ancient world
fhall be corrupted, and crumble into ruin,—
America may flourifh in untainted youth, in the
full enjoyment of her Licerty, her Independence,

and her Grorr.




