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Oration.

LELLOW-CITIZENS,

THE purpose, for which we are assem-
bled, is to celebrate the Independence of our Country.
Ard, as you have appointed me t¢ lead your medita-
tions on this subject, I shall request your candid at-
tention to the following considerations.

First, the signification of the term Independence.

Secondly, the means by which it was obtained.

Thirdly, the advantages, which the nation have de-
rived from it.

Fourthly, the only sure way whereby it can be main-
tained.

First. Inregard to the signification of the term,
we are not to receive it ina literal and absolute sense.
For all nations, as well as individuals, are dependant
on the High and Mighty Ruler of the Universe for
their existence, suppertand happiness ; and not only
so, but they are mutually dependant on one another for
many of the conveniencies and enjoyments of life.
But there is a limited sense, in which both individuals
and nations may be said tobe independent. As when
an individual is placed in affluent circumstances, so
that he may choose his own place and mode of living,
and needs no assistance, for which he is unable to make
an adequate compensation ; such an one is styled in.
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dependent. So also when a nation depends on
no foreign power for its constitutions, laws and the
administration of its government, but these all proceed
from itself, such a nationin a political sense issaid to be
independent, though it may at the same time depend
on the productions of foreign countries for many of its
conveniencies and comforts. It is an independence
of this kind, of which the United States, under the
auspices of Divine Providence have been put in pos-
session. From their commercial habits they depend
on various foreign countries for a portion of their sup-
plies, which custom has rendered necessary; yet for
their government they depend on none. 'They bow to
the sceptre of no foreigndespot. Their naticnal consti-
tution was not imposed upon them by the hand of usuar-
pation nor by the sword of violence. It was made by
the collected wisdom of the nation, and adopted by the
free suffrages of the people. Their laws are such, as
they themselves have approved, and their rulers men of
their own choice. Such is the Independence of which
the American people have boasted for thirty.three years,
and which we have now in a public, joyful, and, as I
hope, thankful manner, assembled to celebrate.

But I am, in the second place, to lead your attention
to the means by which it was ebtained. :

It was a dear bought purchase. It was the effect of
a long and painful struggle. Millions of the precious
treasure of our country were expended, and the blood
of thousands of our fathers and brethren was shed, be-
fore the galling chain, which had been forged for our
slavery, could be broken. But it was broken. The
appeal was made to heaven. Propitious heaven smiled
approbation, and crowned our struggle with success.
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In the beginning, these United States were Colonies
of Great-Britain. The first European settlers, having
migrated from that country, were of course dependent
on her for their form of government, laws and officers
of administration. And, owing to ignorance in subdu-
ing a wilderness, to the hostility of savages, and to sun-
dry misfortunes incident te their new situation, they
for many years depended in a great measure on the
mother country for the necessary articles of subsist-
ence. And, while Britain was ilattered with the hope
of enriching herself by their industry, some relief,
though generally inadequate, was afforded. But their
hardships by means of sickness, famine, and the hostile
attacks of savages,were incalculable. Those, who sur-
vived these calamities, having learned wisdom from ex-
perience, were at length able to establish themselves in
an eligible situation. Their numbers rapidly increased
by natural population, and by the promiscuous immi-
gration of foreigners. Through industry and economy
their wealth and political consequence began to be con-
siderable, whereby the notice of foreign nations was
strongly attracted.

France, having taken possession of Canada, viewed
with a jealous eye the growing possessions of herinvet-
eraterival. 'Wherefore, to injure Great-Britain, and to
enrich herself, she meditated a plan to extend her do-
minions across our western country from Canada to
Louisiana. The savages, armed with the instruments
of cruelty, were called in to her aid, and the hostile op-
erations commenced. But the Americans in the true
spirit of patriotism, being aided by the British, resisted
her forces. And, after many painful and bloody engage-
ments, they at length frustrated her plans, defeated her
armies, and subjected Canada to the Crown of England.
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Peace was then restored on every side ; andthe A-
merican Colonies began to flatter themselves, that they
should quietly enjoy the fruits of their labors. But all
was not right. Great- Britain, finding herself embarrass.
ed with dcebt, anxiously desired to cast her burdens on
her American subjects. A corruptand illjudging min-
istry devised measures to raise a revenue by laying a
tax on the people of this country ; which was to be as.
scssed without their consent, or representation in the
British Parliament. This conduct appeared to the A~
mericans unjust, oppressive, and tyrannical. Accor-
ingly in the most loyal and dignified manner
they remonstrated against it. Having remon.
strated, they petitioned. And, being strongly at-
tached to the British nation at large, and to the royal
family in particular, from the circumstances of their
birth and cducation, they were unwilling to withdraw
their allegiance from the crown ; all they desired was a
redress of grievances. Wherefore, their petitions,
couched m the most humble and respectful terms,
were repeated again and again. No effect, however,
was produced, excepta modification of the evil com-
plained of, not a removal of it. 'The British still asserted
that they had a right to control the American Colonies
in all cases whatsoever ; that they had a right to tax
them without their consent, or representation, and at
their discretion to transport disobedient subjects across

the Atlantic Ocean for tnal.

Through fear of consequences, they were willing to
relinquish a part of their aggravating measures ; but
still the principle itself was not -abandoned.
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They absolutely refused to give up their as-
sumed right of taxing the Colonies without
their consent, and of controlling them in all cases what-
soever. It was this right, which at length became the
main subject of dispute. If they had a right to lay a tax
of three pence upon a pound of tea, by the same rule
they had a right to lay a tax of three shillings, or three
dollars, whenever they should see fit.

The Americans, convinced that the principle was un-
just,and, if carried into effect, would lay a foundation
of incalculable mischief and misery in future, were de-
termined, they would never tamely submit to it.

Great Britain, on the other hand, considering the
Colonies to be actuated by a spirit of rebellion, sent
over an armed force to put to silence the murmuring of
the people, and to compel obedience to her tributary
system. ‘This coercive measure had an opposite effect
from what was expected. It served only to widen the
breach, and to increase that opposition, which was al-
ready unconquerable. The British army, however,
being totally deceived in regard to the true spirit of the
times, and the resources of the country, rashly under-
took to put in execution the orders of their Govern-
ment by commencing hostilities.

On the nineteenth day of April, 1775, the plains of
Lexington and Concord were stained with the blood of
a number of our countrymen in a wanton attack by the
British army. Thisattack was considered on the part
of the Americans, as an open declaration of war. The
country flew to arms ; and in a short time afterward in
the memorable battle on Bunker’s Hill gave them a
specimen of their spirit and strength. But still the A-
mericans by their opposition and warlike preparations
did notaim at Independence. Their only object was
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to make such formidable resistance to the forces sent
against them, as would bring Great-Britain to a sensc
of her duty, and her interest. Negociation was still
tried, but tried in vain. At length, finding 5\11 concilia-
tory measures to be fruitless, and perceiving the mother
country augmenting her forces, and proceeding against
them, as against so many rebels, they began to think it
was inconsistent to profess loyalty to a Sovereign, who
was determined either to enslave or destroy them. The
subject of Independence then became thetopic of conver.
sation. T he sense of the people was soon learned ; and
o the 4th day of July, 1776, the Congress was able to
inake a decision. On that ever memorable day they sol-
emnly declared that ** These United Colonies are, and of
right ought tobe FreE and INDEPENDENT STATES.”?

The next great object, which claimed their atten-
tion was to defend by force and arms the rights, which
they had thus solemnly asserted. The necessary prep-
z{rations had been toc long delayed under the expecta-
tion that the dispute would be settled without a war.
Regular troops were now to be formed out of raw and
undisciplined soldiers. Money was to be created ; and
ammunition to be extracted from the bowels of the
earth ; but patriotism descended from heaven. The
Congress were endued with wisdom and firmness.
Through their sagacity the immortal WasHINGTON
was placed at the head of our armies. Under the pru-
dent and valiant conduct of this consummate General,
the contest was maintained with persevering ardor for
about seven years ; when the Council of Heaven decid-
edin favor of the Americans. After this on the third

day of September, 1783, the defeated Britons, having
been obliged to acknowledge our Independence
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were willing to make a public declaration of this ac-
knowledgement by signing a treaty of peace. Such
were the causes which led to our Independence, and
such were the means by which it was obtained.
THairpLY, I am to point out some of the most impor-
tant advantages, which have been derived from it.
Among these advantages civil and religious liberty
stands at the head. By ¢ivi/ liberty we are not to un-
derstand exemption from the observance of truth and
justice, nor from the restraints of good and wholesome
laws. And by religious Liberty, we are not to under-
stand a freedom from religious obligation, nor a permis-
sion to disturb others in their peaceful worship. But,
on the contrary, we are to receive civil liberty as a per-
mission freely toexercise and enjoy all the rights and
privileges, which belong to mankind in their associated
capacity. In the use of which we may labor and enjoy
our earnings ; we may exchange one commodity fot
another, so long as the principles of equity and justiée
are observed. We are not compelled to pay any taxes,
duties or customs, but such as we have consented to,
through the representatives of our own choice. We
are freed from the dominion of hereditary princes, who
having been born in power, and nursed in the lap of
pleasure, have not acquired a knowledge of the feelings
and interests of the people by their 6wn experience.
In regard to religious liberty, we are to receive it as
an unlimited toleration to think and judge for ourselves
in sacred things ; to pursue the dictates of our own con-
scierces in the matter of religion, the mode of worship,
and in the method of appointing and supporting teachers
without the dread of persecution, or political interfer-

ence,
3
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From this likerty, civil and religious, flow such
streams as make glad the city of our God. It keeps a-
live the spirit of industry, of learning and laudable en-
terprize. It nourishes the purest morality, and the
most uncorrupted piety ; and in all respects produces
such happy fruits, as render life desirable and property
worth possessing.

This liberty with all its concomitant advantages is
now our own ; and to secure a rational enjoyment of it
constitutions of government have been framed, and a-
dopted on pure republican principles. By which con-
stitutions men, whohave been raised upto fill offices
of civil trust and power, are continued either during
good behaviour, orfor a limited time only, when the
power reverts back to the people ; and if they find their
confidence has been abused, or misplaced, they may by
their free suffrages elect other men of better qualifica-
tions to take place of those, who have been deficient in
wisdom and integrity.

But, had Great Britain succeeded in her endeavors to
subjugate our country, the liberty wherewith we have
been made free and happy, must have been lost, per-
haps forever. Like a parent destitute of natural affec-
tion, she was determined to proceed against her chil-
dren, as against aliens, outcasts, and rebels, who had
forfeited all just claim to mercy or protection. We
must have bowed to her sceptre, or have been smitten
by the sword of vengeance, which was brandished over
~our heads. No republican institutions could have se-
cured ourrights, or entitled us to the privilege of free
and frequent elections.  QOur officers of government, as
well as the assessment of taxes must have been impos-
ed upon us without our choice, or consent. An hered-
itary monarch, whether a wise man or a fool, must have
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guided, or misguided, our public councils. Our mon.

ey must have been extorted from us to fill the coffers of
a nation three thousand milesdistant, or to assist in de-
fraying the expenses of bloody and extirminating wars in
Europe ; and any conduct on our part, contrary to pas-
sive obedience and nonresistance, must have met with
the punishment of treason. Civil authority interfering
In matters of conscience, would, in all probability, have
dictazed the articles of our faith,and a military force have
executed the orders of despotism.—Here then we see
the advantages of oir Independencein being liberated
from these great evils, and placed in the possession of
opposite blessings.

The fourth article, which claimsour consideration,
1s the most impcrtant of all ; that is, the way whereby
our Independence is to be maintained.—In vain we
have fought, in vain we have bled ; we have spent our
treasure in vain, if we be unable to defend what has
been so successfully achieved. But to defend and
maintain what, in our political character, we hold most

dear, it is necessary tobe well acquainted with the
means.

Among the means Natronar Unr1on will be found
an indispensablerequisite. It is a maxim, as true as it
is common, that ‘‘ united we stand, divided we fall.”
By union of forces the nation is strong and formidable
—-able to repel the attacks of any hestile invaders. But
divided, when split up into small kingdoms, or re-
publics, each kingdom, or republic becomes con-
temptible for its weakness, and must fall an easy prey

to the ambition of any considerable prince, whenever he

may employ his forces againstit. And, besides should
these States be divided into two, or more distinct na-

tions, jealousies and rivalships of a most dangerous and
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fatal tendency would be likely to exist, - These jeal.
ousies and rivalships would ripeninto war, In the

event of which the weaker nhation must submit to the
triumph and despotism of the stronger, or put itself
under the protection of a foreign prince. But should
a foreign prince become the protector of a part of our
divided country, he would soon become the protector
of the whole, and all must be reduced to slavery. View

the subject, therefore, in whatever light you will, you

must be convinced thata division of the States would
destroy our republican system of government, and

that the liberty and Independence, which we now en-

Joy under its administration, would unavoidably be

Prostrated along with it. Duly impressed with this

sentiment, it becomes the duty of every individual cit-

izen to exert himself, asfar as his influence can extend,
topreserve the Unienof the States, and to discuurage
and discountenance all the arts of designing, restless

men, who at’empt to exasperate one section of the com-

munity against another with a view toa separation.

But there are men, who have no wish to divide the
Union, yet being actuated by an inflamed party spiriz,
incautiously resort to measures, which have a direct
tendency to produce this evil. When men are com-
manded by {their passions instead of their judgment;
when their hearts are filled with envy, and their heads
intoxicated with zeal, they will rashly speak evil of
those who differ from them in sentiment. This con-
tinual evil speaking, accompanied with abuse and in-
sult, will in process of time produce fixed habits of hat-
red. And when parties have learned to hate and de-
spise one another, they no longer consider themselves
as: being possessed of one common interest. Such con-
duct cannot fail of the most unhappy effects. K will,
unless seasonably restrained, ultimately occasion' those

A
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political divisions of the nation, which each party, in
another view of the subject, had sincerely deprecated.
Nearly allied to party spiri¢ among ourselves is a
party feeling or prejudice exercised towards foreign na-
tions ; whichmay, In its excessive operations, occa-
sion the same, or similar evils to those of the former.
It is to be remembered that there is no such thing, as
disinterested benevolence subsisting between one na-
tion and another. Hence the impropriety of cherish-
ing passionate attachments for any particular nation, ex-
cept our own. For, whenever such attachments are
indulged on the one part, they wiil never be returned
onthe other. The former may pity the weakness of
the latter, but will never return them an equivalent for
theirlove. By indulging excessive fondness, therefore,
for any foreign nation, we resign a part of our dignity
and independence, and insensibly fall into a degree of
slavery. On the other hand, excessive prejudices a-
gainst any foreign nation may prove equally destructive.
They can serve no better purpose, than to provoke
such resentments and hostile attacks, as will deprive us
of peace, and endanger our liberty. The only consist-
ent part, then, to be acted, with regard to foreign na-
tions, 1s to observe equal justice with all ; to endeavor
to keep peace and good fellowship with them, so far as
it can be done consistently with the honor, dignity and
Independence of our nation, and no further.

The pﬁncipal duties, however, which devolve upon.
us, as the subjects of a free government, in order to

maintain our rights and privileges, consist in the adop.
tion of seund policy at home. Make the fountain pure,
and the streams will be pure also. If our policy be cor-

rect at home, it will be correct abroad. If we would be .

respected by foreign nations, we must respect ourselves
by a sacred regard to those political institutions, for

'..,&f!-u +
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which we have sowarmly contended; and so unani-
mously adopted.

"This policy requires a due attention to the right of
suffrage, that it be not abused. Inthe exercise of this
right, when we are called upon to select men to manage
the important concerns of government, it becomes our
duty to lay aside, as much as possible, all party feelings,
and party prejudices, and bring in our suffrages for
such men, as we candidly judge to be the most worthy
of public confidence : men who love liberty with or-
der ; who will use their best endeavers to preserve the
several branches of government distinct from one a-
nother, cautiously avoiding all monopolizing encroach-
ments ;...men of wisdom, firmness and sound princi-
ple, who fear God and late.covetousness ; unto whom
we should not be unwilling to commit the management
of our private concerns. And, having elected such
men into office, let us bless them with our prayers,
and watch over them for their good,.but never view
them with too much jealousy, nor rashly condemn any
of their measures, though they appear to us impolitic,
without a perfect knowledge of the reasons and motives
which induced them. For, if we become excessively
jealous, we may thereby treat wise and virtuous rulers,
who have uniformly consulted our good, with such n-
gratitude, as will provoke the Great Sovereign of the
Universe to send us men of an opposite character for a
punishment, who will prove a terror to thos¢ who do
good, as well as to those who do evil.

Moreover, in paying a proper respect to our rulers,
it will be our duty, as a free people, conscienciously to
observe all the constitutional laws, which they in their
wisdom may see cause to enact for the general good.
Otherwise, if we allow ourselves to live in a habitul vi-

olation of good and wholesome laws, we thereby forfeit



15

o—

all just claim to be protected by them against the en-
croachments of others. And, if we become lawlessand
disobedient, we are no lenger free and independent ; for
we are slaves to our passions, and, being destitute of
protection, are continually exposed to the injuries of the
violent.

But the most important thing to be observed, in re-
gard to a wise policy, isthe cultivation and encourage-
ment of pure religion. This will point out all the per-
sonal and social duties under adequate sanctions. As
a governing principle in the heart, it will influence both
mag:strates and subjects to a proper course of conduct
at home and abroad. While under the conviction and
confident expectation of a future accountability to the
Judge of all the earth, no people can be indifferent, in
regard to their actions. But remove the restraints and
sanctions of religion, and you take away the main pil-
lars of the political edifice, and the whole building will
fall into promiscuous ruin. Liberated from the sanc-
tion of an oath, and from the dread of afuture punish-
ment, the magistrate may betray his country, and the
subject become a perfidious monster, whenever private
personal interest can by such means be subserved. Too

much cannot easily be urged under this important head,
but I must forbear. I will only add, that we as a peo-
ple, are under the highest obligations to Almighty Gonp,
not only for spiritual blessings in our common Redeem-
er, but for that civil liberty, wherewith he has made us
free. It was not by the strength of our arms, that the
Independence of our country was won ; but it was by
the strength of the Lord of Hosts, the God of the ar-
mies of Israel. We used the means, but HE decided
the victory. The proper language of our hearts, then,
should be, * Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but
unto thy name be the glory.”

oy
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T'o conclude. From the preceding considerations,

be persuaded, my fellow citizens, to use your most sin-
cere and vigorous exertions to strengthen the bands of
our national Union. Suppress party spirit with all un-
reasonable foreign prejudiccs. Remember that ye are

brethren, members of the same political family, and
heirs of one glorious inheritance. When called to ex-
ercise the right of election, endeavor to promote such
persons only to public trust and confidence, as you shall
judge to be good men and true. Learn to respect the
virtuous rulers of your own choice by rendering honor
2o whom honor is due. Cheerfully and conscienciously
obey all wise and constitutional laws. Enlighten your
own minds and those of your children with useful learn-
ing, that your rights and your duty may be well under-
stood. Strive as much as in you lies to live peaceably
with all men, especially with those of your own coun-

try. And while you hold the olive branch in one hand,
let the sword of defence be valiantly maintained by the
other. Aboveall, cultivate and encourage undefiled re-
ligion in yourselves and others, as a duty of the last im-

portance. Then you may confidently expect, that the

same Almighty Being, who in the late revolution gave
you a signal deliverance from the sceptre of tyranny,
will still continue his blessings ;...that he will shield and
protect you from all the enemies of your peace, and
transmit your national Independence from generation
to generation, so long as the sun or the moon shall
endure.



