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ORATION, &

T the requeft of fome of my valued
friends, I now, though with difi-
dence, appear before you, my fellow-citizens. I
am fenfible that I travel in a field from which the
faireft flowers have been culled, and the choiceft
plants felefted ; that I follow at a diftance a train il-
luftrious for their talents and eloquence. Still will
I raife my humble voice to tell that glorious tale,
at the recital of which the breaft of youth glows with
enthufiafm, and the veins of age are warmed with
patriotic fire.

On this day, thirty ycars ago, America, jealous
of honour, rich in virtue, glowing with patrioti{m,
guided by herocs, burft afunder the bands which
connefted her with the mightieft nation on earth, and
proclaimed herfelf free, {overeign and independent.
This dignified declaration was in confequence of
the attempt which Great-Britain made to eftablifh,
by the force of arms, the power fhe had claimed, of
taxing the colonies without their confent. Our at-
tachment to her rad been daily increafing ; it was
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linked with our ambition. We proudly exaited in
the refleflion, that we were a conftituent part of a
nation fo renowned for arts and arms. T.. glory
acquired by Great-Britain, under the aufpices of
the illuftrious Cuarnam, was fill reflefling its
dazzling light on the weftern hemifphere. Toge-
ther we fought—together we conquered.—Compa-
nions in danger—companions in viftory-—together
we wallesd 52 path of honour, and the names of
Britain and America, entwined together, fhone with
refulgent glory on the loftieft part of the loftieft pil-
larin the temple of fame. Our affeftions, thus rivet-
ed to our parent country, nothing but a train of
weak, injudicious, oppreflive meafures, on the part
of Great-Britain, could, at this time, have produ-
ced the feparation. Nine tenths of our citizens would
have thrunk from the propofition of independence,
even when hoftilities commenced ; but injury was
added to injury, infult to infult, oppreflion ¢ crowd-
ed on oppreflion, till the eleétric flame of liberty
firzd every breaft; and, daring the worft, we ftruck
the blow which fevered us forever.”

Contemplating the rapidity with which our coun-
try has arifen to wealth, power and independence,
the refleting mind will find an eafy folution in the
temper and views of our anceftors,. When we be-
hold the pupil of fociety abandon the cultivated field, -
renounce the luxuries of polifhed life, and expole
him{elf to the fiercene{s of the favage, and the gar-
rennefs of the defert, we cannot enough admire that
elevation of {cntiment, that pride of principle, which
braved death to purchafe independence; which fa-
crificed eafc and perfonal fecurity to freedom of
confcience. It was nota needy adventurer, in pur-
fuit of wcalth, that formed here thofe habits oF ine
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duftry which fubdues  wildernefls; it was not a
criminal flying from juitice who planted in this {oil
the feeds of religion and law, and taught us how to
be free. No; this nation was formed by rational
and learned men, by mcn whofe principles were too
rure for corruption, and too proud for conceal-
ment ; by confcientious Chriftians, who refufed to
conform their underftandings to the dogmas of a
church.

Among our citizens were found many averfe to the
conuteft ; the few warlike ftores which had been col-
leted, were nearly all feized by the enemy, who
were alfo in pofleflion of many of our fea-ports; we
bad {carcely an armed veflel; our {oldiers were
compofed of an undifciplined militia, unuled to
obey, who were ill paid, ill fed, and ill clothed;
our exchequer was empty ; our Congrefs were divid-
ed in their councils, and the nations of Europe
withholding affiftance. Such was our f{ituation when
the Britifh king heard independence thundered in
his ears. But vain had been our ftruggles, vain had
been the afliftance of a Louis, had nota Wasuing-
ToN been our commander. In reverting to the
{cenes of the revolution, we are ftruck with wonder
at the atchievement of independence. Nothing but
the wifdom, patriotifm and popuiarity of the com-
mander in chief, could have fafely carried us
through the conteft ; unmoved by cenfure, unterri«
fied by difafter, hoping for the beft, guarding againft
the worft, when it {eemed fcarcely poflible for him
to efcape from an exulting, triumphant enemy ; it
was then for him to repair the errors of temerity by
prudence, thofe of caution by intrepidity, end to
foatch vittory even from the very arms of defeat.
His genius conquered, *“and America, rifirg in
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triumph, took her feat in the forum of nations.””—
But the conquelt of his enemies was not the only
conqueflt which Wasuincron atchieved; ¢ he
reached the fummit of human effort,”” and conquer-
ed himfelf ; he retired from the chief command, and
mingled again in the mals of citizens.

But peace did not diffufe the blefiings which we
expefted. The feparate and unconnetted govern-
ments of the different ftates, with no common tie of
union, feemed to threaten the diffolution of all;
private confidence and public credit were deftroy-
ed ; bufinefs ceafed ; the induftrious mechanic was
unable to furnifh his family with the neceflaries of
life ; the cattle of the farmer were forced from his
helds to difcharge his taxes, and poverty and dif-
content were univerfally prevalent. Infurrefion
reared her hydra head, and the ¢ misfhapen legions
of rebellion’” attacked the very citadels of juftice.
Then was felt the neceffity of confolidating our
divided ftrength into one mafs, and forming a brnd
of union which fhould extend the bleflings of lie:-
ty and the fecurity of property equally to all. 1Il-
luftrious citizens, with WasnincTon at their
head, once more ftepped from the walks of private
life, and formed the federal compaét; a conftitution
conceived by patriotifm, dittated by wifdom, and

. cAoemed on the rightsof the people. Whenever the
principles employed in the ftrufture of this confti-
tution are abanddned ; the moment the wild {pirit
of innovation plunges into the ocean of experiment,
that moment we are 'oft, our freedom is facrificed
to the caprice of the multitude, and the vifionary
projeéts of vain philofophy.

The bleflings of the federal government were
inftantaneous., The hero who condutted us fafe
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through the perils of war, again aflumed the chief
authority oi the country; again the fields fmiled
with cultivation; labour arofe from the bed of in-
dolence, walked over eur plains, and f{cattered
riches about him. The bu{y hum of induftry por-
vaded our cities; the banks of our rivers were
cheared with the noife of the axe and the hammer;
credit, ihe life of bufinefs, revived; thatinert mafs
of property, which had concealed itelf from the
ravages of paper money and tender laws, was again
brought into circulation; commerce once more yn-
furled her fails, wealth was poured into the bofom
of our country from the arid realms of Africa, and
from the frozen fhores of Kamf{chatka. Wherever
the genius of federalifm appeared, ihe feemed en-
dowed with the powers of the heavenly Afirea, the
flowers fprang up under her feet, “ ¢ternal funthine
feitled on her head ;” plenty poured her treafures
aroupd—in her hand the held a magical talifman ;
wherever it was difplayed, it enlightened; what-
ever it touched, it enriched.

Such was our happy fituation, when the French
revolutipnary ftorm burft over us: The fountains
of vice and mifery were opened, and the poifonovs
fireams flowed in different channels through the
whole worid. The feelings which Srft pervaded
America, on this occafion, were §gnourable to our
charafler: We confidered that #®volution as the
manly Rruggle of a nation determined 10 be free,
and we rgjoiced in the profpe& of their fuccels.
But with the difcerning part of our citizens the
delufion foon vanifhed ; foon they beheld the blood-
Rained monfter, which the French called liberty,
with fear and abhorrence. It was then, indeed, a
moft terrific time; thoufands of years may pafs
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away ere fuch another fcene is witnefled. A re-
ligion, to which the people were attached unto
bigotry, was in one vear entirely eradicated from
their minds; a good and virtuous king, a numerous
and gallant nobility, were in fix fhort months ex-
patriated and deftroyed ; —the proud fabric of
monarchy, which had ftood for fuch a lergth of
ages, was in one day levelled with the earth.

Again was America indebted for her fafety to
the virtuous Wasnincton. He faved us from a
-~ war with Great-Britain, and dared to receive juf-
tice from her hands; he refcued us from the fatal
friendfhip of France, and from all the horrors
which French influence, French principles, - and
French power, muft have produced. It was then
that party rancour aimed her envenomed fhafts at
the chara8er of this illuftrious man: Think well
of it; WasniNncToN was calumniated!~—And who
were his calumniators ?* But having fulfilled his
courfe with honour to himfelf and glory to his
country, with unexampled magnanimity and mode-
ration he on_.e more fought the fhades of private
life. Apawms followed in the footfteps of his il-
luftrious predeceffor: The events of the year 1798
will form a glorious epoch in the hiftory of our
country., It was then, when France was ftalking
triumphantly over the blood-ftained fields of
Europe, after fhe had profirated the governments
of all the nations which furrounded her, that fhe
turned her grafping hands upon the commerce of
America, fpurned our propofitions of peace, and

* Any one, by looking cver the files of the Aurora, Chronicle, &e. in 1795 and
1796, will eafily difcover to what party the calumniators of Wafhington belonged 5
and a pamphlet, cntitled * The Profpet before us,” will furnith everlafing proof of
the bafenefs and ingratitude of certain GREAT MEN, to whole infpe@ion it was
fubmitted before publication,
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infulted our Ambaffadors, that the national fpirit
was roufed, we prepared for wur, and our manly
cfforts prevented the approach of the Gallic free-
booters. =

At this period, how did the furious partizans of
democracy clamour! how did their preffes groan
with abufe! their infatuation feemed like the de-
lirtum of a raging fever, when our beft friends are
fpurned from our bed-fides, and our worft enemies
admitted.

The antifederalifts placed before us a fairy pic-
ture, exhibiting nothing but images of happinefs
and joy.—Glve us, faid they, the dire&ion ol affairs,
and a rolitical millennium fhall commence ; taxes
fhall be leflened, and falaries diminifhed ; the con-
ftitutior fhail be adminiftered in 1ts priftine purity ;
the negleted patriots of the revolution fhall be
rewarded for their labours; prejudice will yield
to reafon ; philofophy will refume the feat occupi-
ed by prieftcraft; oppreflion will fly before the
benignant light of mild philanthropy; ceconomy
will fucceed to profufion, and foreign nations fhall
be taught to refpett our rights.

Have thefe tales been realized ? The taxes have
not been diminifhed. The additional duty of 2%
per cent. is a greater burthen than the internal
taxes. The falaries in no inftance have been leflen-
ed, but :n many augmented. The attack upon the
I]udiciary department, plainly difcovers in what
ight the conftitution is viewed. And bhas the
patriot been rewarded ? The hoary veteran, who
has often braved the torrid fun of Carolina, and
whofe blood has crimfoned the fnows of Canada,
who has walled the bloom of his years in fighting

the battles of his country, has been difmiffed fromn
B
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office, and in helplefs old age deprived of the
means; of {upport.

Can the purchafe of Louifiana for fifteen mil-
lions of dollars, and the payment of two millions
more intribute,* be adduced asevidences of cecono-
my ? Our commerce is plundered and infulted by
the fhips of Great-Britain, France and Spain, and
even our territoriss violated by the latter. What
have been ourcxcrtions to repel invaders, to pro-
teét our commerce, the only f{ource of our reve-
nue ; and our honour, the only fource of refpetta-
bility ! The energy of government feems to have
been exhaufted in cruthing federalifm. While Spain
was breaking the windows, Great-Britain burfting
open the doors, and France fetting fire to the
building, all their attention was occupied in chal-
tifing the uorefifting inbabitant within. Can the
American people be much longer deluded? can
they believe that the expenditure of fifteen mii-
lions cf dollars in the purchafe of wild land 1s
aconorry ; that the payment of two millions more
in tribute is policy ; that the revenging the murder
of a citizen by a proclamation is vigour ; that the
difmifion of the foldier of the revolution from
office, and the promotion of foreigners and tories,
is rewarding the patriots of 76°?

Why are we reduced to this ignominious fitua-
tion? Do we wantrelources? No; every acre of
our continent is fertile in the means of defence.—
Do our citizens want valour? The trembling Ba-
Jhaw of Tripoli, who fled in defpair, on that terrific
night when under the very walls of his paiace the
dread explofion was heard ; when honour, chivalric,

RS,

“ Sce note at the cnd.
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honour, configned a Somers and his gallant crew
to certain death—will anfwer no'!

IncrATITUDE, thatbane of repubiics, has been
our curfe. Where do we {ee the patriots who braved
the ftorm of the revolution? They are nearly all
to be found in the walks of private life. We, the
only remaining republic on earth, furely ought to
beware of ingratitude, by witnefling its cﬂe&s in
other republics ; in the hiftery of them, we may read
our own. The Athenians potfoned their beit and
wifeft citizen: He who faved not only them, but
all Greece, died inaprifon: Camillus lived in exile
in the time of his country’s profperity ; but when
the furious Gaul dcfolated his city, when this
proud miftrefs of the world tottered on the brink
of deftruttion, the haughty Romans once more im-
plored the aid of the banithed Camillus ; the paiiioi
forgave his injuries, forgot his refentments, and
faved his country. DIjut miracles are not always
wrought; the Phenix is feen but once in five cen-
turies. What but the operation of the noble prin-
ciple of national gratitude, has exalted Great-
Britain io her prefent height of naval grandeur?
Glory and affluence furround the hero; love and
admiration await him; a generous nation rewards
him, and a grateful kmg emblazons his name in
the temple of honour: This is the way to ftimulate
the powers of man to aflion; he then will brave
danger and death to purchaic the mced of his
country’s approbation. Let not a fword, or a
medal, be the only reward beftowed upon the hero,
who led the Chriftian band through the burning
deferts of Africa, to liberate his enflaved country-
men.—Let not difmiffion be his reward, who carri-
ed terror over the vucean, before whom the trem-
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bling horde of Tripolitan piratce {led in difmay.—
Cherifh the heroes who have thus expofed them-
felves to avenge your wrongs.—Keep your faith
good witii all nations :—-1f ehey will plunder your
commerce, invade your territories, and murder
your citizens, ule the means of defence which you
have 1n your power.—Trult not to a navy of Gun-
Boats.—Fortify your harbours.—Yield not one tit-
tle of your rights to the Britifh lion, or French
tyger; but, above all, crouch not to the Spanilh
jackall.-~Recollet that we can maintain a ftation,
as independent as any nation on earth; from lo-
cality, free from all fear of immediate invafion;
poflefling a country valt in extent, abounding in all
the articles which are neceflary for the fupport of
Europe and its colonies, inhabited by an enterpriz-
ing and brave people, we might by a few vigorous
eftorts place ourfelves on an eminence, where
weaknefs would court our affiftance, and power
our neutrality ; and, rifing in the majefty of our
ficength, we might prefent a terrific front to an in.
timidated world: We might fee a vaft confolidated
republic ftretching from the frozen regions of
Labrador, to the ftormy mountains of Terra Del
Fuego, embracing in its extent the whole continent
of America; the wealth of the eail would culti-
vate the wildernefs of the wefl ;—the rofe of Da-
mafcus would bloom on the banks of the Mil-
‘ouri :=~The fame fun which warms the plains of
Hindoftan, would glitter on the fanes of cities ex-
tended along the fhores of the River of the Weft :—
Our Eagle would wave in triumph over thofe
ftrcams, which from the beginning of time -have
rolled their waters in majeftic filence, through
sloomy forclts and tracklefs deferts, to the iouthern
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ocean.---I»Iere would be the laft afylum of liberty
an. the arts—and fhould f‘rance accomplifh her
defigns beyond the Atlantic, we might place limits
to her ambition—we might emit a light which
fhould illuminate defolated Europe.

When the objeéts of envy are removed, and
paflion does not interfere with judgment and Tenti.
bility, then Americans have donre honour to the
human charatter ; their impulfes have been humane
and honeft.—When WasnincTon defcended to the
filent tomb, party animofity was buried with him;
what heart did not feel, what eye did not weep,
for our benefattor and preferver >—and when the
unfortunate and miftaken Hamirron was ftretched
on the bed of death; when that eye which once
beamed with celeftial brightnels was dim——that
tongue which once rallied every paffion to the
ftandard of virtue was mute—that heart which once
glowed with the warmeft philanthropy had almoft
cealed to Leat, then did malice fly from the bofoms
of all, to make room for grief:—And when an in-
furiated party, intoxicated with the firlt draughts
of power, atiempted to deprive the mild, the ami-
‘able Strong, the man of the people’s choice, of
the office to which the people had eletted him, and
to drag their favourite candidate over the ramparts
of the conftitution into the chair of government—
their murmurs, though not loud, were deep; they
pierced to the foul ; the madnels of party was
checked, the conftitution was faved.—Then flifle
not the impulfes of your better feelings—let not
the noxious weeds of envy choak every ‘noble prin-
ciple 1n the germ—wait not for the bour of death,
when homage cannot [octhe, or honours elevate, to
reward your benefattors. Endeavourto firengthen
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the bonds of your union:—In your choice of pub-
lic officers, look “ to the condu&t of men, and not
to their profeflions :”—Let not the fyren f{ound of
repuBLIcAN delude you; let not the magic of a
word be the ¢ guide of your faith, and the rule of
your condutt.” Let us endeavour to fecure the
elettion of fuch men, and fuch men only, to pub-
hic office, as who, cither by their tongues, their
pens or their fwords-—by education, by precept,
by example, by zeal, or by the force of well di-
reted opulence, are beft calculated to promote
our welfare.—We want none who will tamely bow
the neck to the yoke of foreign oppreflion, and
exhauft our wealth to fupport the luxury of the
pampered minions of power—~We wantno needy
office-feeker—no difappointed demagogue—no fana-
tical partizan—neither do we want a time-ferv-
ing, lukewarm feeker after popularity :—we want
none of thofe pretended candid, moderate friends,
who will tell us itis beft to {wim down the popular
current—and who will frequently exclaim, ¢ both
parties are wrong—thefe are the men,

¢ Wio find, with keen difcriminating fight,

“ Brack’s notfo blagk---nor wHITE 1o very white.
¢ {Jive me th’ avow’d, the ere@, the manly foe ;

¢ Bold I can meet---perhaps avert his blow :

¢ But of all plagues, good heav’n, thy wrath can fend,
¢ Save, fave, oh! fave me from the candid Friend.’

Such men will never have the intrepidity to be
warm friends, or generous foes; their efforts will
be neutralized, and rendered of no avail :

¢ 1 love the bold uncompromifing mind,
« Whofe principles are fix’d, whofe views defin’d.”

We want a band who will meet our adverfaries
on the ground ¢ face to face ; who will return them
blow for blow, fatt for theory, folid reafon for
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have fuch men—men who have been tried, and
who have come like gold from the fire—men who,
by their genius and eloquence, can confound the
wicked, and convince the deluded.—It is indeed
a critical time.—The cord which connefls our
States is juft ready to fever ;—our fate hangs by a
thread.—If we are carelels now, all is loft—we
are ftanding on the brink of a precipice, and it
depernds on ourfelyes whether we are harled head-
long down the fteep.—Let us make every exertion,
by vindicating our rational honour—by protetting
our commerce—by recruiting our finances—by re-
warding our benefattors—by ele€ting men to office
who have our rcal intereft at heart, to fave our-
felves and our country; and if all our efforts avail

naught, we can exclaim, in the language of the great
patriot of Rome, -

¢ Heav’n and earth can witnefs,
¢ If Rome muft fall, that we are innocent.’’

Such, my fellow-citizens, are my opinions. I
have exprefled them to you with opennefs and fin-
cerity. I am aware many will fay that I have gone
too far—that my fentiments are the wanderings of
a youthful, heated imagination; but this is not
the time for moderation.—Thefe {fentimens are my
own; they f{pring from my heart«—they are not
founded on paflion or prejudice—but they are
the refult of calm refle@ion, and T truft not an
entire inattention to the occurences of the age. I
glory in the avowal of them.—I difdain conceal-
ment; ¢ 1 wilh they may be as public as the fun;”
and had [ the power, I would infcribe them with
letters of fire on a pillar of ademant.
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Asmany have ftoutly denied that the 2,000,000 of dollars were paid as tributs,
beg them te “urn their eyes to a fpeech delivered by the Hou. Fobnr Randedph, in the
Houfe of Reprefeutatives, April 7,1806. In the courfe of diar tpeech Mr. Raw-
dolph made the foliowing aflertions, which I quote in his own words. ¢ 1 with the
Prefident and heads of department had feats on the floor of Congrefs, that 1 might
afk thera a few queftions, and that they might defend themfelves in the face of the
world, rather than rely on the miferable defenders of their condu@ in the Houfe. I
would atk Mr. Madifon, if he did not tell me, that Frange avould not let 3pain treat
with us; that France wanted money, and that if we gave it, probably we might
avoid a French and Spanith war, - His antwer, I will vouch for it, would be
% yes.”” 1 wouldaik Mr. Gallatiny if, before the fetfion of Congrefs, he was appli-
ed to by Executive authority for mdaey to negotiate with France or Spain, and that
he refufed ; Iam certain his anfwer would be ¢ ves.’”” To this teffimony, that of
the Hon. Thomas Spaulding, a republican member¥from the republican State of
Georgia, can be added---in a Jetter from him to a Nlv, /#7/kes, he has made affertiony
to the fame effet---this letter has been publithed... To thete evidences others equally
important can likewife be added. Twenty-fix piembers of the party ftyled republican
voted againft the appropriation of tiris money ; would thefe gentlemen have receded
from their Pty on this important queftion, unleis they fuppofed their condutt to have
been erroncgus ? All parties agree that the money was voted, was fent, and has been
secgived in France ; if it was raifed for the purchafz of the Floridas, why was it fent
to Fran:&f We have no kind of evidence that thefe provinces were ever ceded by
Spain tofFrance ; but, on the contrary, circumftances amounting to proof that no fuch
ceffion was cver made : They are now in the poiletlion of Spain, governed by Spanith
Yaws, and thofe laws are executed by Spanifh officers.  France can therefors give us
no legal- tide to them, ‘

FINIS,



