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An OR A TION, &

Mr. PresiDenT,

Gentlemen of the Society,
And Fellow Citizens,

ON the Anniverfary of {b great an-event as the birth of the-
Empire in which we live, none will queftion the propriety of
paffing a few moments in contemplating the various objeéts .
“aggefted to the mind by the important occafion.. But at the
prefent period, while the. bleflings, claimed- by the fword of
viory and promifed in the voice of peace,. remain to be con-
firmed by our future ecxertions—while the nourithment, the
growth, and even the exiftence of our émpifs depend upon the
untted efforts of an extenfive and divided people—the duties of

this day.afcend from amufement and congratulation to a feri-
ous patriotic employment.

We are affembied, my friends, .not to boaft, but to realize—

not to inflate our national vanity by 2 pompous relation of paft
atchievements in the council or in the field ; but, from a modeit
retrofpect
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retrofpect of the truly dignified part already alted by our coun-
trymen, from an accurate view of our prefent fituation, and

from an anticipation of the {cenes that remain to be unfolded——
to dtfeern and familiarize the duties that ftill await vs, as cit-

1zens, as foldiers and as men.

RevoruTions in other countries have been effeted by
accident.  The faculties of human reafon and the rights of hu-

man nature have been the fport of chance and the prey of am-
bition. And when indignation has burft the bands of {lavery,

to the deftrution of one tyrant, it was only to impofe the man-
acles of another.  This arofe from the imperfection jof that
carly ftage of fociety, which neceffarily cccafioned the founda-
tion of empires on the eaftern continent tg be laid in 1gnorance,
and whish induced a total inability of forefeeing the improve-
ments of civilization, or of adapting the government to a ftate
of focial refinement. -

I suaLL but repeat a common obfervation when I remark,
that on the weftern continent the fcene was entirely different ;
and a new tafk, totally unknown to the legiflators of other na-
tions, was impofed upon the fathers of the American Empire.

Here was a peopie thinly fcattered over an extenfive terri-
tory, lords of the foil on which they trod, commanding a pro-
digious length of coaft and an equal breadth of frontier—a

people habituated to liberty, profefling a mild and benevolent
religion
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religion, and highly advanced-in fcience and civilization. To
condut {uch a people in 2 revolution, the addrefls muft be
made toreafon as well as to the paflions. And to reafon, to the
clear underftanding of thefe varioully affeéted colonies the
folemn addrefs was made.

A pearLe thus enlightened, and capable of di{cerning the
conneStion of caufes with their remoteft effects, waited not the
experience of oppreflion in their own perfons; which they well
knew would render them lets able to conduét a regular oppofi-
tion. Butin the moment of their greatelt profperity, when ev-
«ery heart expanded with the increafing opulence of the Britifh- ‘
American dominions, and every tongue unitedyin the praifes
of the parent State and her patriot king, when many circum-
frances concurred which would have rendered an ignorant peo-
ple fecure and inattentive to their future intercfts—at this mo-
ment the eyes of the American Argus were opened to the firft
and moft plaufible invafion of the colonial riglits.

+

In vain were'we told, and perhaps with the greateft truth and
fincerity, that the monies levied in America were all to be ex-
pended within the country, and for our benefit: - Equally idle
was the policy of Great-Britain in commencing their new fyf-
tem by a Imall and almoft imperceptible duty, and that upon
very few articles. Tt was not the quantity of the tax, it was
not the mode of appropriation, but it was the righ? of the de-

B Mand,
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mand, which was called in queftion. Upon this the people de-
liberated, this they difcuffed in a cool and difpaflionate manner,
and this they oppofed, 1n every fhape thatan artful and fyfte-

matic miniftry cor.id devife, for more than ten years, before they
affumed the {word.

THais {ingle circumfitance, afide from tlie magnitude of the
object or the event of the conteft, will ftamp a peculiar glory
on the American revolution, and mark it as a. diftinguithed zera
in the hiftory of mankind; that fober reafon and refle@ion

. have done the work of enthufiaim and performed’thie miracles of
gods. In what other age or nation Has a laborious agiicultur-
al people, at eafe upon their own farms, fecure and diftant {rom

the approach of flzets and armies, tide-waiters and’ ftamp-maf-
ters, reafoned before they have felt, and from the diftates of
duty and confcience, encountered dangers, diftrefs and poverty,
for the {ake of fecuring to pofterity a governmentof ‘independ-
ence and-peace ! ‘The toils of'ages and the fate of millions were
to be fuftained by afew hands. ‘The voice of.-unborn nations
called upon them for fafety ;. but it was a #/// /mall wveice, the
voice of rational refleftion. Here was no Cromwell to in-
flame the people with bigotry and zeal, no Cafar o reward his

’ followers.with the fpoils of vanquifhed foes, and.no-territory to

acquire by conquelt.  Ambition, Superftition and Avarice,

thofe univer{ul tarches of war, never illumined an Americap
field
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field of battle. But the permanent principles of fober policy

{pread through the colonies, roufed the people to affere their
rights, and conducted the revolution.

It would be wandering from the objets which ought tooe~ +
cupy our prefent attention, ® again. to recount the numerous |
ats of the Britith Parliament which compofe that {fvftem of ty-
ranny defigned for the fubjugation of America: Neither can
we indulge in the'detail of chofe memorable events which mark-
ed our various ftages /'of refittance,. from the glooms of unfuc-
cefsful fupplication, to the {iplendor of victory and acknowledg-
ed fovereignty. The former were the the:ne of fenatorial elo-
-quence; producing miracles.of union and exertion in every -
part of the continent, till we find them preferved for cverlafting
remembrance 1 that declaratory Act. of Independence, which
gave being to an empire and:dignified the day we now com-
memorate ; the latter are frefh in the memory of every perfon
of the leaft information. It would be impertinence, if not a-
breach of.delicacy, to attempt a recital of thofe glorious a-
chievements, efpecially.before an audience, part of whom have

een diftinguifhed actors in the {cene, others the anxious and
applauding fpectators. To the faithful hiftorian we refignthe
tafk ; the hiftorian, whom it is hoped the prefent age will deem

® This Oration was preceded by the ls@ture of the A& of Independencé |

which, by'an order of this State Society, is in futuze to make part of their public
excrcies atevery annual meeting.
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i their-duty as well as their intercft, to furnith,.encourage and
fupnort.

WuaTEVER praife is due for the tafk already performed, it
is -certain that much remains to be done. ‘T'he revolution is
but halt completed.  Independence and Government were the
two objeéts contended for, and but one 1s yet obtatned. To
the glory of the prefent.age and the admiration of the future,
our feverance from the Britifh empire was conducted upon
principles as noble as they were new, and unprecedented in the

hiftory of human alions. Couid the fame generous princi-
ples, the fame wifdom and unanimtty be exerted in eficlling
the eﬂrabh{hmcnt of a permancnt faederal {yltem, what an ad-
ditional Juftre would it pour upon the prefent age! a luftre
hitherto unequalled ; adifplay of magnanimity, tor which man-
kind may never behold another opportunity.

WitnouT an efficicnt government our Independence will
ceafe to be a blefling. Shall that glow of patriotifm and un-
thaken perfzverance, which have been fo long confpicubus In
the Aimerican charaéter, defert us at our utmoft need ? Shall we
lofe fight of our own happinefs, becaufe it has grown familiar
by a near approach ? Shall thy labours, O Wafhington, be be-
flowed in vain ? Haft thou conduted us to independence and
peace, and fhall we not receive the bleflings at thy hands ?
Where are the fhades of our fallen friends? and what 1s theic

language
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Janguage on this occafion ¢
Woofter, Scammel and Laurens, all ye hofts of departed heroes |

Warren, Meutgomery, Mercer,

J

rich is the treafure you have lavithed 1n the caufe, and preva-
lent the price you have paid for our freedom, Shall the pure
chafe be neglefted ¢ the fair inheritance lie without improve-
ment, expofed to every daring invader ? Forbid 1t, honour,
forbid it, gratitude ; and oh, may keaven avert the impend-
ing evil.

In contemplating the price of our Independence, it will
never be foﬁrgottcn that it was not eatirely the work of our own
hands; nor could it probably have been eftablifhed, in the
fame term of time, by all the blood and treafure, that America
unaflifted was able to furniflh for the conteft. Much of the
merit is due, and our warmeft acknowledgments will ever flow
¢o that illuttrious Monarch, the father of nations and friend of
the diftrefl ; that Monarch, who by lis early affiftance taught
us not to difpair, and, when we had given a fufficient proof of
sur military virtue and perfeverance, who joined us in alliance -
upon terms of equality, gave us a rank and credit among the
maritime nations of Europe, and furnifhed fieets and armies,
money and military ftores, to put a {plendid period to the i11m-

portant conflict.

Wuere fhall we find language to exprefs alnation’s gratitude
for fuch unexampled gocdnefs and magnanimity ? my friends,

it is not to be done with language.  Qur fenfe of obligation
C for




[ 10 ]

for favours received from Heavenis beft exprefied by a wife
improvement.  Does Lovis afk formore? and can- duty be
fatisfied with lefs 2 Unite 1n a permanent foederal government,
put your commerce upon arefpectable footing; yourarts and
manufaQures, your population, your wealth and glory will in-
creafe : and when an hundred millions of people are comprited
within your territory and made happy by your fway, then fhall

it be known that the hand of that monaich affifted 1n planting
the vine from which fo great a harveft 1s produccd Lis gen-

erous heart fhall exult in the profpeét, his royal dt‘fCtnddn[S

fired Ly the great example, fhall imitate his virtues, and the

world fhall ynite 1n his praife,

Here fhall thar pride of the military character, the gallant
Fayette, find- his compenfation for a life of difinterefted fervice ;
whofe toils have not cealed with the termination of the war,
and whole {uccefsful endeavours to.promote mw.ihtereﬁ,.in com-
mercial and political ariangements, can only be equalled by his
achievements in the field. How will the pofterity of that na-
bleman, and that of the other brave officer. of his nation who
‘have fought by your fides, on reviewing the American hiftory,
rejoice in-the fame of their fathers ;. nor even regret the fatc of

thofe who bled 1n fo glorious a field !

Aw acknowledgement of the merits of Rochambeau and Chai-
tellux, D’Eftaing, De Graffe and De Barras, and the other he-

roes of the French army-and navy—affe&ion to: the memery
of
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of our brethren and companions who liave bled in our battles—
reverence to the advice of our illultrious Commander in Chicﬂ '
and of all thofe figes and patriots who have compofed our
councils, from the time of the firft Congrefs to the prelent mo-
ment—honour to our worthy creditors in Europe—-a regard to
the conduct of the Imperial Sovercigns of Ruffia and Germa-
ny, who evince to the world that they revere the caufe of liber-
ality and human happinefs in which we drew the fword—a ref-
pe& to the memory of the venerable Yrederick of Prufiia,
whole dying hand put the fignature to a treaty of commerce
with the United States upon the molt liberal principles that e-
ver originated in a diplomatic council—a facred regard to our-
felves and to al! polterity—and, above all, a religious gratitude
to our heavenly Benefactor, who hath hitherto fmiled upon our
‘endeavours—call upon us, in the language of a thoufand
tongues, {or firmnels, unanimity and perfeverence, in complet-
ing the revolution and eftablithing the empire.

-_———

Tre prefentis juftly confidered an alarming crifis; perhaps
the moft alarming that America ever faw. We have contended
with the moft powerful nation and fubdued the braveft and beft
appointed’armies ; but now we have to contend with ourfelves,
and encounter paflions «nd prejudices more powerful than ar-

mies and more dangerous to our peace. It is not for glery, it
is for exiftence that we contend.

Mucu is expeQled from the Foederal Convention gow fitting:

O
at.
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at Philadelphia g and 1t is a happy circumftance that fo general
a confidence from all parts of the country is centred in that re-

fpectable Body. ‘Their former fervices as individuals com-
mand it, and our fituation requiresit. But although much is
expected from them, yet more 1s demanded from ourfelves.

Tue firft great objuct 1s to convince the people of the im-
portance of their prefent fituation ; for the majority of a great
peop'e, on a fubje€t which they underftand, will never aét
wrong. If ever there was a time, in any age or nation, when
the fate of millions depended on the voice of one, it is the
prefent neriod in thefe ftates.  Every {ree citizen of the Ame-
rican Empire ought now to conflider himfelf as the legiflator
of half mankind. When he views the amazing extent of ter-
ritory, fettled and to be fettled under the operation of his laws
—when, like a wife politician, he contemplates the population
of future ages ; the changes to be wrought by th: poflible pro-
arefs of arts, in agriculture, commerce and manufaéures ; the
“increafing connection and intercour{e of nations, and the effect
of one rational political {yftem upon the general happinefs of
mankind—his mind, dilated with the great idea, will realize a
liberality of feeling which leads to a rectitude of concuct. He
will fee that the {yftem to be eftablithed by his {uffrage 1s cal-
culated for the great benevolent purpofes of extending peace,
happinefs and pr%/refﬁve improvement to a large proportion
of his fellow ¢reatures.. As there is a probability that the fyi-

tem to be propofed by the Convention may anfwer this defcrip-~
tion
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tion, there 1s fome reafon o hope it will be viewed by the pec.-
ple with that candour and diipaflionate refpet which is due to
the importance of the fubject.

WriLz the anxiety of the fecling heare is breathing the per-
petual figh for the attainmenr of fo great an obje&, it becomes
the ftrongeft duty of the focial connexion, to enlighten and har-
monize the minds of our fellow citizens, and point them to a
knowledge of their interefts, as anextenfive faederal people and
fathers of Increafling nations. The price put into their hands
15 great, beyond all comparifon ; and, as they improve it, they
will entail happinefs or mifery upona larger proportion of
human beings, than could be aifeted by the conduét of all
the nations of Europe-united. '

Trnose who are poflfefled of abilities or information in any"
cegree above the common rank of their fellow citizens are
called upon by every principle of humanity, to diffufe a fpirit of
candour and rational enquiry upon thefe important {ubje&s.

Apawms, to his immortal honour and the timely affiftance of
his country, has fet the great example. His treatife in defence
of the conftitutions, though confined to the State Republics, is
caiculated to do infinite fervice, by correfting thoufands cf er-
roneous fentiments arifing from our inexperience ; fentiments,
which if uncorreted in this early ftage of our polmical exift-
ence, will be the fource of calamities without meafure and with-

out end.  Should that venerable philofopher and ftateflinan be
D induced
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induced to tontinuc his enquiries, by tracing the hiftory of
Contederacies, and, with his ufual energy and perfpicaity, deli-
neate and defend afyftem adapted to the circumitances of the
United States—I1 will not fay he could defeive more from his
diftrelt country, but he would crown a life of patriotic labours
and renler an effential additional fervice to the world.

Waine America enjoys the peculiar felicity of feeing thofe
who have conduéted her councils and her battles retire Jike
Cincinnatus to the humble labours cf the plough, it muft be re-
membered, that {he there expedts a continuance of their patrio-
tic exertions. The Society of the Cincinnati, eftablithed upon
the moft benevolent principles, will never lofe fighr of their
duty, inrendering every poflible aid, as citizens, to that con-
munity which they have defended as foldiers.  They will re-
joice, that, although Independence was the refult of force, yet
Government is the child of reafon. As they are themfelves an
example of the nobleft effort of human nature, tbe conguef} of felf,
in obeying thevoice of their-country and exchanging the hab-
its, the{plendor.and importance of military life, for domeftic
labour and poverty ; they will readily inculcate -on others the
propriety of Aaortficing private and territorial advantages to
the good of the great majority, the falvation of the United
States,

SLavVES to no party, but fervants of the whole, they have wield-

ed the fword of every State inthe Union and bled by the fide
of
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of her fons. Their attachments are as extenflive as their la-
bours. Frienpsair and CHariTy the great pillars of thew
Inftitution will find their proper objeéts thraugh the extended

territory, and feck the happinefs of all.

WriLe we contemplate the endearing objeets of our affoci-
ation, and indulge in the gloomy pleafure of recolledting that
variety of fuifering which prompied the fympathetic foldier to
ntticute this memorial of his friendfhip, fraternal affection re-
calls the fcene of parting, and enquires with {olicitude the fate

of our beloved companions,

Siwck the laft anniverfary, the death of General Howe has
diminifhed the number of our brethren and called for the
eribute of a tear.  With fome of the foibles incident to hu-
man nature, he pofleflcd many valuable accomplithments.
His natural good underftanding he had imbellifhed with con-
(iderable attention to polite literature.  As ajoldier, he was
brave ; as an officer, attentive .to difcipline ; he commanded
with dignity and obeyed with alacrity, and whatever talents he
pofiefled were uniformly and cheerfully devoted to the fervice

of his country.

BuT a few weeks previous to that period, the much lament-
ed deaths of Tilghman and M‘Dougall were fucceffively an-
nounced, and the tidings received with a peculiar pcignancy
of grief. 'What citizen of the American empiredoes not joi

che general voice of gratitude, when cantemplating the merits
of
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of thofe diftinguifhed officers ; and fwell the tide of fympathy
with his bereaved country, when deprived of therr future aflift-

ance ? ‘T'hey were ornaments to the States in which they lived,
as well as tothe profeflion in which they acquired their glory.

&

Aniasre and heroic Tilghman ! fhort was the career of thy
fame, but much haft thou performed for thy country. "Of thee
fhall it ever be remembered, that no fucial virtue was a flranger
to thy breaft, ard no military achievement tco daring for thy
fword. While we condole with thy afli€ed father for the lofs
of {o dear a fon, permit the tear of friendfhip to flow for 1ts
own bereavement. And as oft as the anniverfary of this day
fhall affembie the companions of thy life to rejoice in the free-
dom of their country, they fhall mingle a figh to thy lafting
memory and bewail thy untimely fate.

UnTiMeLy alfo was the death of the brave and the patnoty.
M'Dougidll. Though many vears were worn away 1n his un-
remitted labours for the public fafety—though his early -and
decided exertions againft the claims of ‘Great-Britain had an
effential influence in determining the conduét of the Province
in which he refided—though he was the nerve of war, the wii-
dom of council and one of our principal fupporters in the ac-
queft of Independence—yet thefe but -fhow us the neceflity of
fuch charaéers in-eftablithing the bleflings of the acquifition,
While it fhall require the fame wifdom and unfhaken fortitude,

the fame patience and perfeverence to rear rhe fabric.of our em-
| | Pi!‘f‘,
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pire, as it did tolay the foundation, Patriotifm and Valour in
fympathetic affeCtion will bemoaa the lofs of M’Dougall.

Harpy would it be for America, thrice happy for the feei
ings of forrowing friendthip, could the lift of our deceafed coin-
panions be clofed even with the names of thofe worthy heroes.

But Heaven hid beftowed too much glory upon the life of the
favourite Greene, to allow it a long duration.

My affe@ionate Auditory will anticipate more than can be
uttered, in the melancholy duty of contemplating his diftin-
guifhed excellence. To any Aflembly that could be collected
in America, vain would be the attempt, to illuftrate his cha-
rater or embellifh the fcene of his exploits. It is a fubjet to
be felt, but not te be defcribed.  To pofterity indeed it may be
told, as an incentive to the moft exalted virtue and aftonithing

enterprize, that the man, who carried in his native genius all
the refources of war, and the balance of every extreme of for-
tune—who knew the advantages -to be derived from defeat,

the vigilance of military arrangement, the rapidity and happy
moment of affault, the deliberate activity of battle, and the va-

rious important ufes of vittory—that the man who poﬁéﬁ'ed
every conceivable quality of a warrior, was, in his public and
private character, without a foible or a fault: That all the a-
miable as well as heroic viriues were affembled in his foul, and
~ that it was the love of arational and enlightened age, and not
the ftupid ftare of barbarity, that expreiied his praife.

'THE map of America may defignate the vaft extent of con-
E quered
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quered country recovered by his {word : The future traveller
in the Southern States may be pointed by the peafant to the va-
rious regions containing monuments of his valour and his fkill ;
| where, amid his marches and countermarches, his ftudied re-
treats and his rapid approaches, every advantage given to the
enemy was reflumed with tenfold utility and certain conqueit :
The hiftoric Mule, as a legacy to future ages, may tranfmit
“with heroic dignity the feats of her favourite Chief: But who
fhall tranfimic the feelings of the heart, or give the more 1nter-

efting reprefentation of his worth ? T'ne bero will remain, but tlie
man muft be loft, -

Tue grief of his bereaved confort, aggravated by the uni-
verfal teftimony of his merit, we hope will receive fome alle-
viation from the ardent {ympathy of thoufands, whofe hearts
were penetrated with his virtues, and whofe tears would have
flowed upon his hearfe. '

But we will not open afreth the wounds, which we can-
not ¢lofe. 'The beft eulogium of the good and great 1s ex-
prefled by an emulation of their virtues. As thofe of the il-
luftrious Greene were equally uleful in every department 1n
which human fociety can call a man to adt, every friend tc A-
merica muft feel the want of his affiftance in the duties that re-
main to be performed. Yet, as thele duties are of the ration-
al and pacific kind, the performance 1¢ more attainable and
emulation the better encouraged. In military operations,

none but the foldier can be diftinguithed, nor any but the
fortunate are fure of rendering fervice : but here 15 a theatre

of
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of alion for every ci.izen of a great country ; in which the
fmalleft circumftance will have 1its weight, and on which infi-

nite confcquences will depend.

Tue prefent is an age of -pailofophy ; and America, the
empire of reafon. Here, neither the pageantry of courts nor
the glooms of [uperftition have dazzled or beclouded the mind.
Our duty calls us to alt worthy of the age and the country
which gave us birth. Though inexperience may have betrayed
us into errois ; yet thefe have not been fatal ; and our own dif-

cernment will point us to their proper remedy.

However defeftive the prefent confederated {yftem may
appear ; yet a due confideration of the circumftances under
which it was framed, will teach us rather to admire its wifdam
than to murmur at its faults.  The fame pelitical abilities
which were difplayed in that inftitution, united with the ex-
perience we have had of its opperatior, will doubtlefs produce

a {yftem, which will ftand the teft of ages, in forming a pow-

erful and happy people.

ELevaTep with this extenflive profpect, we may confider
prefent incenveniences as unworthy of regret. At the clofe
of the war, an uncommon plenty of circulating {fpeciec anda .-
univerfal paffion fortrade tempted many individuals to involve
themfelves in ruin and injure the credit of their country. But
thefe are evils which work their own remedys The paroxifm
s already over; induftry is increafing fafter than' ever 1t de-

clined ; and, with fome exceptions where legiflative author.y
. . has.
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has fan&ified fraud, the people are honeftly difcharging their
private debts and encreafing the refources of their wealth.

Every poffible encouragement for great and generous ex-
ertions, i1s now prefented before us. Under the 1dea of a rzr-
manent and happy government, every point of view, in which
the future fituation of America can be placed, fills the mind
with a peculiar dignity, and opens an unbounded field of
thought. The natural relources of the country are inconceiy-
ably various and great ; the enterprifing geénius of the people
promifes a moft rapid improvement in all the arts that emoel-
lifk human nature ; the bleflings of a rational government will
invite emigrations from the reft of the world, and fill the em-
pite with the worthieft and happieft of mankind ; while the ex-
ample of political wifdom and felicity here to bedifplayed will
excite emulation through the kingdoms of the earth, and
meliorate the condition of the human race.

In the pleafing contemplation of fuch glorious events, and
comparing the fcenes of a&ion that adorn the weftern hemil-
phere, with what has taken place in the eaft, may we not apply °
to our country the language of the prophet of Ifrael, though
fpoken on a different occafion ¢ The glory of this latter houfe’
< fhall be greater than of the former, faith the Lord of hofts;
“ and in this place will I give peace, faith the Lord of hofts :”
peace to any difgorders that may at prefent fubfift among Us,
~ peace to the contending paflions of nations, peace to this em-=

- pire, to future ages, and through the extended world,

Lib O o



