AN . d

L
a
¢ gt ,
f ! SN \
Foad, !
T . -‘-I'J E 'Il !
:" i o404 ot 1
I 1 ‘;_ L] ) 1 ‘.
' ' P
] ot v 1
L ¢ r
| "i
a
i
»

TO

A

RESPECTABLE NUMBER OF CITIZENS,

Ly

FROM SEVERAL TOWNS IN PLYMOUTH COUNTY,

Convened in HALIF.IX,

¥ ﬂ‘ ) ~ !

‘July 4th, 1803,
TO CELEBRATE THE ANNIVERSARY OF

_c/{mawban | jm{a/wna/anw.

W

Bv JOSEPH BARKER, a. u.

BOSTON: |
PriNnted 8y M ivming £ Lorino, No. 2, Connnice.



BRETHREN AND FELLOW-CITIZENS,

WE are convened upon a joyful and import-
ant occafion.  Our bufinefs is no other than to cele.

brate the anniverfary of the birth-day, not of a ne-

bleman, not of 3 king, not of a WasHINGTON s but
of our NaTION.

The day, when we emerged from the humble con.

dition of dependent and epprefled colonies, and rofe

to that of Independent States, and took rank with the

nations of the world, was 5 day too lmportant to be

forgotten by the friends of humanity in any part of
the world, but efpecially by the inhabitants of the
highly privileged United States of America,

Let us then, with heartfelt joy, and decent feftivie
ly, commemorate the day, gratefully acknowiedg-

ing our obligations to the Supreme Dilpofer of all
“events, |

It appears to be natural (and will, it is preflumed,
be agreeable to this patriotic audience) to have our
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thoughts, upon this occafion, for a few moments,
turn upon fome of tnofe events which occafioned
the independency of our nation ;—the principl.s
which produced it ;—fome of the happy effelts and

confequences of it ; and meafures, which, if {teadily

purfued, will probably fecure and perpetuate the
blefings arifing from that favourable event.

That the country comprizing the United States of
America, fo extenfive in its boundaries, fo rich in
its foil, with its population fo rapidly increafing,
and fituated at fuch a local diftance from 1ts parent
{tate, thould, for any great length of time, continue
to be dependent colonies of England, was an event,
which could not rationally have been expelted : Yet
its feparation from its parent country took place
much fooner, than any expefted. For the people

of thefe flates, though they had been compelled by
the opprefiion of the Englith government, and the
intolerance of its eftablifhed religion, to leave their
native céuntry, and hazard their lives, families and
effeéts upon a wide and boifterous ocean, to gain 2
quiet fettlement in this at that time wildernefs, - the
gloomy abode of favage bealls, and more favage
men ;—I fay, though the firft fettlers of this country
were thus cruelly compelled to quit their native
fhores, or relinquifh religious liberty 3 yet, the de-
{cendants of thole {ufferers were fo attached to that
nation, having generally defcended from it, having
near relations flill living there, and being of the
fame language and religion, that they would not have
feparated from them—nay, the thought of f{uch 3
thing would have been irkiome, had not events
taken place, which forced them to do 1t.
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We t{hould no. doubt have fubmitted to the gov-
ernment of England for feveral generations more,

had it not molt cruelly attemptea to deprive us of
our rightful privileges.

Sometimes, evil things are the occafion of great
good. Some of our beit enjoyments and fweeteft

comforts come unto us, in copfequence of ev...,_-ts,
the moft undefirable and grievous. %™ hus, it is evi-

dent, that the: oppreflive treatment, which ‘we re.
ceived from the government of our parent country,

was the occafion of our independence, with its hap-

py confequences. We thould cheerfully have fub-

mitted much longer to a fervile dependence on them,
if they had not unwilely and cruelly attempted to
deprive us of what liberty and privileges we did pof-
fefs. But, as they meant it not for our benefit, we
may juftly withhold our thanks from them.

The polmcal {entiments, which we .........d imbibed

at that day ftrongly militated againft our tamely fub-

mitting to their oppreflive decrees, and tyrannical
meafures.

We then believed, that civil government was de-
figned and igflituted for the benefit of the people at

large, and not for the emolument of a few individu-

als ;—not to enrich or aggrandize a few, at the ex-
penfe of the public; but to reftrain the unrighteous
and oppreflive, and proteét the lives, liberty and
property of the community.

'We then believed, that the fupreme power is in
the people; that no rulers have power, until dele-
gated to them by the people; nor, for any other pur-
poles than thofe fpecified ; that every people, or na.
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tion, have a right to choofe their own form of gov-
ernment, and to appoint what men they pleate to ad-
minifter it, and to hold them accountable for the
manner of their adminiftration.  For, at that day,

the word democracy, had no irightful found; nor
were our greateft and beft men athamed to call them.

{elves DEMOCRATS.

We believed it to be the duty of a people cheer-
fully to pay taxes for the fupport of their govern-
ment and national defence; but that taxes could
not righteoufly be demanded of a people, by a legifla-
ture, in choofing of which they had no voice, and in

it S “

which they were not reprefented.

This was the ground of our contention with the
Britith government, which occafioned our feparation.,
The Britifh parliament, in which we had no repre-
{entative, prefumed tomake d law for colletting taxes,
from thefe then American colonies. The famous
Stamp A& was pafled, A. D. 1765, which was very
ala.rmmg to the inhabitants of this country ; being op-
pofite to all ‘our fentiments and ideas of liberty and

righteculnels : But it met with {uch Ipirited oppofi-
tion irvall thefe colonies, as to procure its repeal the
next year. But the Englifh parliament, though they
repealed this offenfive aé‘t {tall irmly adhered to their
unjuftifiabic defign of taxing thefe cclonies ; and
impofed a duty on feveral articles of import, Which
were of great ufe to us, to be collected in this coun-
try. But the Americans, ever the lovers of Liberty,
and tenacious of their rights, manfully refifted, till
all thofe duties were taken off, except three pence
per pound on teca.  But the Britith parlrament, left
thefe conceliions to the remonftrances of fhe Amen-
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cans fhould be conftrued asa relinquifhment of their
¢laam, were {o cautious as to make, at the time of

repealing thofe difguftful afts, a folemn declaration,
That they bad a right to make laws binding in all cafes
awhaifoever upon their colonies.

‘The paying the duty of three pence per pound on
tea imported, as 1t was fo trifling a {um, and would
not enharnce the price of that article to the confumer,
was a matter of no confequence with the Americans :
But the principle was what they oppofed. And they
oppofed it with firmnefls ; for, if not refifted at firft,
they knew not to what lengths it would go, nor
where it would ftop ; and if we allowed their right
to tax us at all, we muit allow them to fay, whether
it fhould be a penny, or a pound ; they muft tax us
as much as they pleafed, which, probably, would
have been as much as we could pay.- But the Amer-
icans very prudently oppofed that principle at firft,
and utterly refufed to pay one three pence, left that
fhould be a precedent for the exaion of millions.

But the Enghfh government could not make any
furtiier conceflion, without wholly relinquifhing their
principle, whick they were determined never to do g
therefore, being provoked by our fpirited refiftance,

‘they adopted meafures to force usinto 2 compliance.
They enacted one oppreflive law after another, fub-
je€ting fome of our towns to great inconveniences
and diftrefles ; the effeét of which was, inftead of
frightening us into fubmiffion, to exafperaté, and
inake us more united, and refolute in our oppofition.

They alfo being determined to carry their point,
_broceeded from ftep to flep, till they began hoftili-
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ties. We carried on a defenfive war, {till petition.-

ing and remonftrating to the king, and hoping for a
reconciliation, till at length, being convinced that

there was no profpet of it, without a furrendry of
our liberty, and finding 1t to be difficult to carry on
the war, or to have any foreign aid, while we were
{fubjeéls of the Britifh government, the Congrels de-
clared us to be INDEPENDENT STATES, abjured all
allegiance to the Brmih crown, and renounced all

I#An' ww
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Thic was d
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A memorable day !

To maintain this independency, and defend the

liberties of our country, we were obliged, under
great difadvartages, to carry on a war of eight years,

expenfive of blood and treafure. Many of the ami-
able fons of Amcrica refigned up their lives 1n de-
fence of the liberties of their bleeding country. But
our zeal for liberty, and fpirited exertions, by the
{fmiles of a benign Providence, forced at length our
unnatural enemy, after having facrificed many thou-
fands of their brave foldiers, (who were worthy of

N\

dying in a better caufe) and greatly increaled their
enormous national debt, to acknowledge our inde-
penderce, and give over their fruitlels war.

Such along, bloody and expenfive war ought not
to be but for fome important object ; and, if fuccefi-
ful, ought to be produlive of much good. 'The
{entiment of the Americans, at that day, was, That
life without liberty was not worth preferving. Since
that day, the rapid increafe of our nation, cur great
profperity, and the unparalleled happinefs of the peo-
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ple at large, 1n the enjoyment of civil and religious
Iiberty, are irrcfra:fbrablc cvidences of the benefit of
our indcpendence.  When did a nation ever in-
crcafe 1 wealth and population as ours hath done,
lince our independence ! And when did any people
ever enjoy fuch hiberty, and mild and equitable gov-
ernment ?

. But, the bencﬁts, refultmg from our independ-
ence, are not confined to our mation. It has occa-
fioned an increafe of political knowledge, led other
people to underftand: their rights, and kindled in
their breafts the love of liberty ; it has caufed kings
and :defpots to tremble on. their thrones ; it has oc-
calioned: a wonderful revolution i the government
of the largelt nation in Europe, and emancizated

many millions of people from the moft cruel defpot-
zfm, under which they had groaned for ages.

l

,.f'Grcat changes in ith_e cxrc_umftances and connex-
ions of all'the powers of Europe, which we truft will
eventually be for the benefit of mankind, have been
occafiened by our independence, and our principles
of free government. Thofe principles, which pro-
duced our independence, are fait fpreading in the
world, and will, we hope and believe, ere long dif-
fufe civil and religious liberty amongft all the nations
of the zarth.

~ Though our privileges and profperity are great, ,) ./ -
arifing from our independence ; yet they can be loft. ,,&/};& %
Our hiberty may be wrefted out of our hands. And - /

it our liberty be Ioft, with it we lofe the benefits / /

of independence. For independence is of little val-

ue without liberty. If we be flaves, itis but of little
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confequernce whether it be to our own countrymen,
or foreigners.

- As our liberty was obtamed by: the vigilance and
exertions of the people; fo it mufl be detended.
The bleflings flowing from our independence, cans
not be fecured and perpetuated, 1if the people grow
carelefs of their privileges, and negle& conftantly to
watch and guar d agamﬁ evei‘y ﬂncroachment upon
thieir nbhtm B 1

It muft be acknfbwledged hawever dar oghtory i#:‘
may be to'the dignity of human nature, that there is
in man a felfith-difpofition, by which fome, in all ages
and countties, are:prompted to feek their own.wealth
and grafideur, at the expenfe.of the rights of others.
There are. always thole, who are Wllh*w (0 give up
the liberty-of their country and - pqﬁerlty, for their:
own emolument.  Fence a republican government
13 always danger cf bemq fubverted, uniels the
people be always attentive to' theif brm.leges, and-
keép a watchful eyé upon tnofe, Who are in ﬁe’)ﬁéiﬁoﬁ
ofpower,' e B

L we would retain, and tranfmzt dmm to pmﬁemy,
the great bleflings arifing {rom bur independence, we
ought never iolofe fight of thofe principles of gow..
erninent, which occafioned our {eparation -from
Great Britain. 'Thole principles are as juft, and as
important, #ow, as ever they. were.  We ought re.
folutely to defend our repﬁbiacaﬁ ‘govérnment ; fm
without #hat our inde -pendence is of no valae,

. -If wFe once give upour reprefentative government,
and adigit of hereditary Prefidents or Senators, liber-
ty IS 1 >{t “--—-—-aud gOVCriment, buna nQ Ionger of tne

L] " ‘I-.
[}
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people, will ceafe to be adminiftered for their bene-
fit : But the great mafs of the people will be i HNPOV-
en_.._ed and enp;eﬁ‘edg that a few unprincipled mor-
tals may riot in luxuary, and wallow in fenfuality.

Let the people retain in their memory, that the
{overeignty is in the people—that government is in-
{tituted for the benefit of the people—that power is
delegated, by the people, to their elected rulers, to
make fuch laws, if confiftent with the conftitution,
as they think will be beneficial to the community ;
and let the people feel their obligations to obey the

- laws, which their rulers may make, confidering the
dangérous tendency of an infurre@ion againft gov-

ernment, An inf{urrection againfta bad luw will be a .
precedent for others to raife an i- “irrection againt a
good law ; and, in that way, all government may be
obftruéted, and anarchy enfue. On this account,
{0 obey a bad law is a lefs evil, than forcibly to rg//? it.

If an infurre&ion can be excited in oppofition to a
law, made by the reprefentatives of the people, it
will give occafion to the enemies of a reprefentative
covernment to {ay, That people cannot bear hiberty 3
they muft have a {tronger government.  And is it

not probable, that fometimes infurreftions have been
promoted, def; gﬂedz’}, by fome ambitious rulers, to
deftroy liberty, and eftablifh theinlelves in powes, in-

dependently of the people !

To thwart fuch friends of tyranny, in their wick-
ed artifice, let the people always refufe, while they
have the privilege of frequently electing their rulers,
to rife againft them, and violently oppole the operas
tion of their laws.
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 But, let the people never forget, that they have a
right to fpeak, and write, and publith their fenti--
ments refpe&mg any law, which fhall be enaéted, or
any meafures, which fhall be adopted by their rulers.
All the Bills of Rights, {tated in our feveral conftitu-
tions, thew *his to be the mind and will of the peo-
ple; and that they never meant to relinquifh this
right. It ought, therefore, to be confidered as dei-
potifm, or ufurpation of power, to make a law to
prohibit people’s {peaking, or publifhing, their opin-
ion concerning any law, or meafures, eftablithed
by their rulers. If people exercife this right, it will
always be in-their power to reform any errors in
thelr government, 1n a pbaceclble and conftitutional

Mallilcr.

But, if people fuffer this right to be taken from
themn, bad men who are in office will contrive to

keep themfelves there, till they have opportunity,
after introducing one innovation and another, utter-
ly to fubvert the conftitution, and eftablith g ffrong
goverament,” which will caule the people to groan,

when their liberty is irretrievably loft.

Peo pl:: muft retain the 1dea of their fupremacy,

of their privilege of eleting rulers, and of the refpon-
fibility of their rulers unto them, or their liberty 1s

folt.

Republicans are not apt to be jealous. They are
prone to think, that their repreicntatives, as they are
dependent on them for their power, will {eek to pro-

mote their intereft,.  They tr uft in them, an

a ¢ row
rcralis in their w at&rulnei‘b? and tiien the!r liberty 1s
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in jeopardy, and, fometimes, loft beyond recovery,
before they can be roufed. '

jealoufy and diftruft of rulers may be unreafona-

ble and exceflive; but the greateft danger lies on the
other hand. To watch an honeft man w:ll not hurt
him ;: Not to watch one of a different character will

give him an opportunity to hurt you.

Remember that rulers are but men, and that men
have a fondnefs for power, influence and grandeur ;
and that, to obtain thefe, they will, fometmes, put
on any appearance, and make any profeflion. A Ju-

das and an Arnold are never waniing.

Many of the greateit . delpots have obtained th
power, after rendering themielves popular, by pro-
fefling a great regard to the rights of the people, It
is fafe to believe a man’s profeflion, when his aCtions
accord with it, | *

The people of the United States have had one
alarm, fince the eftablifhment of our Federal Gov-

ernment. They feared, and perhaps not without
reafon, that their liberty was in danger. 'When they
perceived that the late adminiftration was, from time
to time, increafing their taxes, laying new burdens
upon them, multiplying officers dependent on the
Executive, and thereby increafing his influence ; en-
larging the national debi, and raifing a {tanding ar-
my, in a time of peace j~—and, in addition to all
thefe ‘things, Jhad enalted a law, the tendency of
which was, if not the defign, to render people afraid
‘to animadvert upon the meafures of government ;—

‘when they {aw thele things, the people took the
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alarm, and faved themfelves. A little longer fecu.
rity might have proved fatal. But by a timely and
prudent exercife of their privilege of eleting rulers,
they obtained a change of men in adminiftration, and
thereby a happy change of meafures. Thus ¢ the
fnare is broken, and,” jfor the prefent, ¢ we are efe
wmn,} 22 |

“ie

From the known abilities and virtues of JEFFER-
soN ; his integrity, humanity, love of liberty, and
{tability in republican principles, we =znticipated
peace and profperity under his adminiftration ; and
we have not been difappointed. ~

Under the late adminiftration, fuch ways were de-
vifed for the expending of money, that our national
debt, notwithftanding the taxes upon houfes and

jands, and carriages, and the excife, was increafed
more than a million and 2 half of dollars.

But the prefent adminiftration, by the abolition of
ufelefs offices, and a reduttion of expenditures in
other ways, have been able greatly to diminith the
burdens of the people—to repeal the excife law, and
take off the houfe and land taxes; and yet defray
national expenfes, fupport public credit, maintain a
war with one of the Barbary powers, and, befides,
appropriate a large {fum to cancel the principal of
our -national debt.

{ congratulate you, my fellow-citizens, on this
happy change. I congratulate my country on ac-
count ot their precious privileges, and their prefent
fortunate choice of rulers, 1 congratulate them in
their having fuch a wile, philofophic, philanthiopic
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man, at-the head of the government ; 2 man, who
was very active in effetting our independence, and
whofe mafterly pen produced that’declaration, which
conflituted ws' an' indepentlent and happy fiation §
and who, fiice FRANKLIN and WaSHINGTOR are
no mote, is the glory of fhe United Sta‘tes. o

But let not our prefent profperity put us off our
guard. " Let us always be attentive to our ele@ions,
and “taKe care that men' of prmcxpie, and-republitah
prm‘ciples, fill our State and’ Federal Legiflatuyes.
Let us fee that our government be kept purely repub-
lican, thrat'is, a réprefentative demoéracy.  This is 4
duty, which we owe to our fathers and brethren,
who paid their bloed to purchale our privileges. It

1s.a duty which we owe to polterity ; we ought not
mlhngly, or carelefsly, deprive them of that goodly
heritage, which God has committed to our keeping.

It is a duty, which we owe to mankind. We can,

and ought to fhow the world, that liberty and gov-
ernment are compatible.  This is the only kind of
government, which is rational. And it is the {trong-
eft government : For when people perceive that gov-
ernment is adminiftered for their good; that the
public good is fought, they will fupport it.  Sedi-
tion laws, and ftanding armies to awe people to fub-
miflion will be unneceflary : For people will feel
themfelves bound by their own intereft to fupport
their government.

An inlurreftion againt a government, of fuch
magnitude as to be dangerous, cannot be excited by
all the itrigues of artful men, unlefs the government
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hath done wrong, and.fome way opprefled the .peo-
ple. But, in fuch a cafe, the people are not always
prudent, and do not always take fuitable and peace-
able meafures to obtain redrefs of gneva,nces ; but
fuffer their paffions to be inflamed, by the art of. am-

bitious and dithoneft men, who hope to gain by war,
confufion and revolution.

May our hberty and repubhcan gavernment be
continued, and tranfmitted down to our lateft pof-

terity ; and may defpotic government be banithed
from the earth, and all nations, and all men become
and remam FREE! And letall the neopk fa.y, ..,ff MEXN,

—
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